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January 2, 1951

Wabash General Manager R. A. Messmore arrived in St Thomas in
his private car that was attached to the end of a freight train. The
Wabash now have three diesel units in service between Windsor and

Fort Erie. They are: 1155, 1156, and 1157. No. 1158 may come from
GMD London next week

January 4, 1951
The Wabash in three days ran 58 trains and hauled 3813 cars.
January 11, 1951

Wabash Diesel No. 1158 is due from GMD London on Thursday and
will be delivered to the Buffalo Division at once. This will be fourth
engine for the Windsor to Fort Erie fast freight service. A local
engine No. 122 is due this week. A slight delay in delivery has
occurred for this small type model will be used on th Jarvis to St
Thomas local line.

January 12, 1951

Delivery of Diesel Power to the Wabash is to be stepped up, No. 1158
had arrived at the St Thomas terminal on Thursday night and would
be inserted into the pool for freight service between Windsor and Fort
Erie, along with 1155, 1156, and 1157. This means four road diesels
and a switcher is coming. Mr Scherer added further that a switcher
was to be received on Sunday at the local terminal. No. 122 will be
suitable for the Jarvis to St Thomas local way-freight run. Next week
GMD of London is really going to town” with the delivery to the
Wabash, Mr Scherer declared. The GMD has promised another road
engine or general purpose engine similar to the first that is to
delivered to the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad shortly. An engine for
the swing run on the eastern frontier.
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January 11, 1951

Many Wabash engineers and firemen have passed their Diesel tests.
In the meantime steam power is being taken out of service gradually
and it understood that the engines will be taken to Decateur, Illinois
to be scrapped. There are three “dead” engines already on the old coal
dock track just east of Flora Street.

January 13, 1951

Profitable day for the Wabash for in a twenty-four hour period there
were 25 trains and 1655 cars moved, Ford ships sixty freight cars a
day.

January 15, 1951

Wabash Diesel No. 122 is on the Jarvis to St Thomas way-freight
service. No. 1158 has joined three other Diesels and four are expected
by the end of the month.

January 16, 1951

Wabash is going to assign a brakeman to caboose 2543 with
Conductor Fred (Buck) Owen.

January 19, 1951
Wabash in a three day period ran 73 trains with 4222 cars.
January 20, 1951

Wabash engineer John McRaild retires.
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January 21, 1951

Wabash Diesel power tour. Locomotive Department officials of the
Wabash Railway from Montpelier, Ohio and Decateur. Illinois are on
the Buffalo Division Tuesday looking over the motive power situation.
The Wabash Diesel power fleet continues to grow, No. 453 a 1000
Horsepower Diesel (GP-7) general purpose engine was received last
weekend and it will be used on the swing run between Welland
Junction to Fort Erie and Niagara Falls. Two more Diesels are
expected this week after which only five more Diesel road engines will
be delivered to complete the fourteen engine order as the Wabash
Diesel fleet grows the “graveyard” of the Wabash steam engines east
of Flora Street on the old coal dock track increases steadily. There
are five of the “2200” class on one track, and No. 1680, a former
light engine on another track. It is understood they will be sent back
to the United States and scrapped. Before being taken out of service
all of them had made their maximum mileage.

January 25, 1951

A Wabash train makes a non-stop run from Niagara falls to st
Thomas, train 97 with 67 cars made the run in three hours and
twenty minutes. The train was the firs section of No. 97 hauled by
1158. It was announced that the fifth Diesel will be added late
Thursday, and there are still five more to come.

January 26, 1951

The Wabash in a three day period ran 69 trains hauling 4266 freight
cars. One of the new Wabash Diesel switchers of 1000 Horsepower
pulled 3200 tons on the east end the other day. About 1900 tons is
supposed to be their limit.

January 27, 1951

Wabash Diesels are working well so steamers disappear from train
No. 97 “The Flying Saucer.”



_.1951_

February 8, 1951
The Wabash shortage continues, only 16 trains and 955 cars.
February 9, 1951

The Wabash has received six of its Diesels, 1155, 156, 1157, 1158.
1159, 1160. No. 1161 is due next week from GMD.

February 15, 1951

The seventh Wabash Diesel for road service is arriving, No. 1161 is
due Thursday and will go to Glencoe and then St Thomas.

A.T. Scherer, Assistant Master Mechanic of the Wabash was on the
eastern Frontier on Wednesday and he saw No. 1160 officially placed
in service and taking a trip on her.

Steamers are scrapped. As the six engines enter service the old
steamers are being taken out of service. Eight are stored just east of
Flora Street, on the old coal dock track and others behind the shops.
Most of them will be scrapped, although a couple of the 1600 and
2200 class may be used out of Decateur, Illinois shops.

Wabash in a six day period ran 122 trains hauling over 7000 cars.
February 19, 1951

No. 1161 arrives. No. 1161 the latest Diesel engine from GMD London
went east on the Buffalo Division of the Wabash Monday. It is the
seventh road Diesel to be received.

February 23, 1951

The Wabash in a three day period ran 71 trains hauling 4653 freight
cars.



_1951_
February 26, 1951

No. 1162 reaches the Wabash. No. 1162 arrived at th Wabash
Terminal on Sunday leaving only two more engines to come from
GMD. The next one is due Thursday and the last one within two

weeks to complete the fourteen engine order which will completely
Dieselize the Buffalo Division.

February 27, 1951

More steam is taken out of service. It is understood that three of the
1600 and 1700 class were sent to the United States terminals to be
scrapped last weekend. There are eight steam engines stored on the
old coal dock track east of Flora Street. It is understood that they will
be scrapped later on. No. 1162, the eighth road engine reached the
division from GMD London last weekend and No. 1163 is due on
Thursday.

March 3, 1951

A.T. Scherer Assistant Master Mechanic reported that No. 1163 had
arrived from GMD and had been received on Thursday. This leaves
only one more road engine to come no. 1164. When it arrives i a
week or two the Wabash will have ten Diesel road engines. There are
eight steam engines on the old coal dock track.

March 10, 1951
Diesel engines are helping the Wabash to set new records.
March 15, 1951

The Wabash Diesel order will be completed tonight. The last and
tenth road engine is en route. By Thursday night it is espected that
the Buffalo Division of the Wabash Railroad will have its full quota of
engines. Steam engines of the 1700 and 2200 class are stored at
Flora Street and other terminals.
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March 16,1951

The Wabash in three days ran 65 trains, 4233 freight cars.
March 21, 1951

The Wabash now haul 75 automobile cars a day.

March 21, 1951

Wabash steam engines have been taken out of service as Diesel power
takes over. They are being stored and gradually returned to the
United States to be disposed of. Two have gone but there are ten
stored in St Thomas.

April 4, 1951
The Wabash have added two new train and engine crews.
April 9, 1951

The St Thomas Wabash yards looked like a GMD assembly plant on
Monday morning. There were three double unit engines bringing in
and taking out trains and No. 124, a switcher was on the turntable.
Business was really huge.

April 11, 1951

The Wabash have 26 crews in service.

April 23, 1951

The new Wabash Diesel facilities are inspected.
April 25, 1951

Work is proceeding swiftly on the reconstruction of two engine stalls
in the Fort Erie roundhouse to serve the new Wabash Diesel engines.
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May 3, 1951
The Wabash ran 64 trains hauling 4613 cars in three days.

John N. Schraeder, the Special Agent for the Wabash since 1941
retired on May 15t at the age of sixty-two. For four years in his

younger years he was a silent movie actor starring with Pauline
Fredrick and Enid Bennett in the Perils of Pauline movies.

Diesel power continues to aid the Wabash performances. During April
the Wabash yarded 40,173 cars. There were 1281 carloads of Ford
automobiles in March and 1724 in April.

May 11, 1951

A new rail laying program on the CNR Wabash lines.

May 12, 1951

Big day on he Wabash with 22 trains and 1360 freight cars moved.
May 21, 1951

All Wabash trains are pulled by Diesels

May 25, 1951

A Wabash inspection from Montpelier and Decateur. The Wabash
plans to get some diesel engine re-service work done at the New York
Central when the shops reopen as expected on June 4th.

May 31, 1951

On Monday the Wabash ran 17 trains with 1045 freight cars, and on
Saturday there were 23 trains and 1302 cars.



June 4 1951 TILLSONBURG

A derailed Wabash freight train crashed into the Tillsonbrg
station. The cause of a four car derailment at Tillsonburg on the
mainline of the St Thomas Division of the CNR-Wabash Railways
early Sunday morning was a loose wheel on a freight car. The wheel
was said to be wobbling for some time before the mishap and finally
caught in a frog of a switch near Tillsonburg station. Four trailing
cars left the rails and two freight cars crashed into the station
building which fortunately was empty.

The depot was shifted several feet off its foundation as two of
the wrecked cars piled up on the platform. The front end of the
station which houses the ticket office was reduced to splinters. Two
big hooks from Fort Erie and London were rushed to the scene.

June 5, 1951

Clearing up the Wabash wreck at the Tillsonburg station. The station
is being rebuilt.

June 8, 1951

The CNR is going to construct new tracks leading to the Diesel-
House, roundhouse and shops.

The Wabash station at Tillsonburg is being rebuilt.
June 9, 1951

The Wabash in May ran 622 trains.

July 3, 1951

The Wabash is completely Dieselized.

The Wabash Diesel Instruction Car is here.
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July 3, 1951

The Wabash last week the first section of no. 91 comprising of 78
loaded cars of high class Acme freight came from Fort Erie to St
Thomas in two hours and fifty minutes. The engine was No. 1161 and
the tonnage was 3600 tons. This is as close to passenger train time
for the 109 mile trip.

July 4, 1951

The Wabash plan a four month project on the Kettle Creek bridge at
St Thomas.

July 5, 1951

Wabash conductors are assigned cabooses:

F.J. Gilling car 2506
Wm. Hammersly 2539
W. L. Keyes 2503
W. H. Erwin 2501
F. R. Else 2543
Harry Martin 2552
July 6, 1951

The Wabash in four days ran 74 trains, 4854 freight cars,
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July 12, 1951

The Wabash steam engines are off to the scrap heap. Ten of the
steam engines left for the east, including No. 2268 which had quite a
history in one way or another, including a bad wreck a few years ago.
All day Wednesday Diesel No. 51, the small 500 horsepower Diesel
switcher pulled and tugged getting the big steamers from the
sidetracks behind the roundhouse to the old coal dock tracks between
Flora and Hughes Streets. There are nine engines left.

July 17, 1951

Four more Wabash steam engines have gone to the scrap heaps of
dealers in Ohio. There are still about a half dozen still left.

July 19, 1951

The last four of the 2200 class Wabash engines left Thursday for the
scrap heap. Bought by scrap dealers in Buffalo the quartet left the St
Thomas terminal yards for the eastern frontier leaving the yards and
coal dock track bare of steam engines. Only Diesels are now on the
line.

July 26, 1951

T. B. Reddix, the Wabash Master Mechanic from Montpelier was in St
Thomas.

Assigned Wabash vans:

Carl Gormey 2526
Harvey Patterson 2544
A. Kimbel 2515

August 2, 1951

Wabash vans 2610 and 2541 are being rebuilt.
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August 2, 1951
The Wabash ran 55 trains in three days hauling 3709 freight cars.
August 16, 1951

The CNR and the Wabash move nine old Chesapeake and Ohio steam
engines to the scrap yard. They were first pulled along the electric
London and Port Stanley to the Wabash engine terminal then the
Wabash pulled the dead steamers to Glencoe and the CNR took them
to the steel mills at Hamilton.

August 17, 1951

The Wabash in three days ran 54 trains, 3457 freight cars.
August 18, 1951

The Wabash on Thursday ran 22 trains and hauled 1338 cars.
August 23, 1951

A diesel now hauls the east end local run on the Canadian National
Railway-Wabash lines The change takes place Thursday morning. It
will be the last puff of smoke at the local Wabash roundhouse. The
CNR steam engine brought the east local into St Thomas at about
eight o’clock on Wednesday night. Thursday morning Wabash No. 127
a new 600 horsepower Diesel switcher locomotive from the GMD
plant in London took the east local to Fort Erie. A Diesel is also on
the west local between St Thomas and Windsor. The locals are
operated jointly by the Canadian National and the Wabash rail lines,
but it was the CNR that requested the Wabash that a Diesel be used
on the east end local. This meant the last steam engine to come to
St Thomas and the Buffalo Division, unless an emergency occurs. The
Wabash now have a total of 19 Diesels, 10 double unit road engines,
6 800 HP local switchers, 2 big switch engines at Windsor and the
little No. 51 which is called ‘Tillie”. (Note that the name Tillie was the
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name of a popular comic strip character from the 1920’s and 30’s
called “ Tillie the Toiler”)

September 5, 1951

Two more C&O steam engines were at the CNR-Wabash terminal on
Tuesday being put into shape to make the trip to the scrap heap in
Hamilton. The engines are routed via Glencoe and back through
London to Hamilton on the CNR mainline. Nine were sent previously.

September 7, 1951

The Wabash in August hauled 34,570 freight cars.
September 13, 1951

The Wabash caboose 2541 was repaired.

September 14, 1951

On Monday the Wabash ran 20 trains hauling 1186 cars.
October 11, 1951

The Wabash in four days ran 76 trains hauling 5110 freight cars, the
best day was Sunday with 23 trains and 1385 cars.

November 5, 1951

There was two feet of snow at Welland and some Wabash trains had
to be routed through Port Colburne.

November 6, 1951

The Canadian National has a building permit to build a Diesel shop
at Fort Erie. The foundation work is being done.
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January 15, 1952

The Wabash in December 1951 ran 536 trains and yarded 32,800
freight cars.

January 17, 1952

The Wabash on Saturday ran 19 trains with 1200 cars, on Sunday 24
trains with 1443 cars and Monday 22 trains and 1285 cars.

January 22, 1952

One of the quietest spots on the local rail front is the local CNR-
Wabash roundhouse west of the L&PS. The big engine garage is
virtually closed with Diesel engines operating through St Thomas
between Windsor and Fort Erie.

January 28, 1952

Wabash van 2526 is in the shops.

February 1, 1952

The Wabash ran 24 trains with 1397 cars on Thursday.
February 4, 1952

A Wabash inspection by R. A. Messmor the General Manager of the
Wabash on train No. 82 to Fort Erie. There are new facilities at Fort
Erie.

February 26, 1952

Like the Canadian Division of Pere Marquette (C&O) the Buffalo
Division of the Wabash has used three Diesel units occasionally. This
is quite common on the C&O, but the Wabash has used three units
sparingly.
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February 23, 1952

One of the busiest days on the Wabash, for on Thursday 27 trains
were run hauling 1721 cars,

February 18, 1952

Wabash diesel No. 1162 is in the New York Central locomotive shops
being checked up after its accident at Glencoe recently. No. 51 the
300 horsepower Diesel switcher is back from the NYC shop after
being overhauled.

March 3, 1952
One car derailed on a westbound Wabash freight at New Sarum.
March 3, 1952

All the American railroads at St Thomas are hit by a meat embargo.
There was a hoof and mouth epidemic. No meat or animal by
products were moving. Both the C&O and the Wabash are loosing 75
to 125 refrigerator cars daily.

March 11, 1952

A labour strike on the New York Central Railway makes the Wabash
very busy.

March 14, 1952

The Wabash is busy on Thursday with 25 trains, 1550 cars.
March 20, 1952

R. A. Messmor toured railway.

March 21, 1952

The Fords are rolling, Thursday 24 trains and 1488 cars.
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March 29, 1952

Diesel Engine operation hitting new high on the Wabash, in two days
there were 43 trains hauling 2726 freight cars.

April 1, 1952
Ford shipments account for 150 to 200 cars daily.
April 23, 1952

A derailment at Welland Junction holds up ship traffic. A Wabash
freight engine derailed just as the train was crossing the Welland
Canal bridge.

April 28, 1952
Wabash caboose 2543 rebuilt.
May 8, 1952

The Wabash carried five cars of marine Bouys. An unusual shipment
for each one weighed 2000 pounds and each car carried 23 of them.

May 29, 1952
Wabash caboose 2543 is out of the shops.
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Car-ferry Strike

July 4, 1952

A strike by the marine officers union attacks all the car ferry
operations of both the Wabash and the C&O.. Both rely on car ferries
and they have no other of their own means of crossing the Detroit
River. Wabash trains had to change their routings. Wabash trains are
now operating between St Thomas and Detroit over the Canada
Division of the New York Central Railway. They are reaching Detroit
from the Wabash yard by running through the wye at Barwick Street
then down through St Thomas on the London and Port Stanley
through the L&PS-NYC junction NYC yard engine No. 7052 takes
hold of the rear of the train and hauls it back into the NYC mainline
around the C&0O wye at Moore street where the Wabash Diesels are
cut off. New York Central engines and crews take the Wabash trains
to Windsor, where NYC electric engines take the trains through the
Detroit River Tunnel right into Detroit.

July 8, 1952

The Wabash is hard hit by the ferry service strike. On Monday
morning there were five double unit Diesel locomotives in the St
Thomas yards at one time. The total business during the four day
strike period was 21 trains and 1510 freight cars, Saturday there were
4 trains, Sunday 6 trains, and Monday 5 trains.

July 9,1952

Both the Wabash and the C&O are still using the New York Central
route.

July 10, 1952
The Wabash are still routing trains over the NYC.

July 15, 1952
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Slight improvement in Wabash train operation, more trains move via
the NYC. The Wabash in three days ran 31 trains, 2242 cars.

July 19, 1952
The Wabash ran 7 trains.
July 28, 1952

Wabash has heavy losses because of the strike of the officers on the
car ferries.

July 29, 1952

Wabash trains still using the New York Central tracks. In three days
the Wabash ran 29 trains and yarded 1983 cars.

July 31, 1953

Low automobile production due to national steel strike affects all
railways.

August 11, 1952
Progress in ferry talks with the union.
August 15, 1952

Since 12:01 A.M. July 4%, 1952 the Wabash has been operating trains
between Detroit and st Thomas over the west end of the New York
Central Railway.

August 20, 1952
Ferry strike hits local railway crews. The C&O have furloughed men.

August 21, 1952



Ford shipments have begun to boost Wabash freight traffic. During
the past 24 hours 11 trains and 607 cars were yarded at st Thomas,
but the Wabash trains still go over the NYC.

_1952_
August 26, 1952

Wabash is reporting solid trains of Ford car frames and parts
westbound and finished automobiles eastbound.

August 27, 1952
The Wabash in three days ran 30 trains, 1713 cars.
August 28, 1952

A.T. Scherer the Assistant Master Mechanic has been promoted to the
position of Division Master Mechanic at Owosso, Michigan,
headquarters of the Ann Arbour Railway.
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When Hurled Against Dockside
London. Dec. 17, (AP)—The American liner Unitéd :Sta
was damaged znd other shipping imperilled today by furious winds:
'buffeting the British Isles. There were gusts of mor an . 100

‘miles an hour. The nited States had just puiled away fromothi
! Southampton dock on'a homeward "voydge to New York' when=a i’

| Storms
|

%gaie caught her broadside and drove her back to the guay.
" Delay Sailing - - D £ 1A

The port side of the ship's bridge
jammed in between two high dock-

and scraping paint -off the observa-}
Hion deck. ;
The liner quickly worked loose
and tugs resumed trying to get her
+jout, 10 5¢8 . 4@1:: A  houe of tricky
fhanoeuvring in’ the wale-foree gusts.
I was decided 1o wait“tntil the wind

4iad dmwem Tha liner umc tied un
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OPEN HEARTS, MAKE
14 FULL FOR NEEDY

C d from Poge One)
2 months, which makes them all eligible for
. '

LOCOMOTIVES CRASH AT ST. THO

35 a week in 8 nearby factory and nps the
close in -about him he finds it harder to get |
1 with the others, ! |
perfeet vision. can surmise how far 835 8 werk |

d feed nnd clothe six small kildies If you
e youngsters deserve a break. ssend them six
hristmas morning.” It will make ail the differ- !

CASE HISTORY NO. 61

“who found out from a free Xopay (aken nlr
ago she had a touch of luberculnsis. But she |
natorim treatment. stayed there for a year and
100 per cent. cured. .

way, however, things changed back home. Her I
“he little flat she hed grown so attached to was
ne else and her three children—eight, five and | .
o go and live with their grandparents |
i her mother and father now. Mrs A, sifs up’
sewing clothes for friends and neighbors, trying
ld folks' pensions so they can all eat and be

ause of the long hours she pors in

sol migiaine, The'v s ne fraee of her hushand

shihaod he'll he back for Chrstmas But these
for Santa Claus and thev ! wait in vain

tase let us have vour contribution teday 1o The

‘'und. 80 King St W, Toronlo 1. Ont. The:
tex-deductible and will be acknowledaed in 5

C PENSION SCHEME . -
) LIFT $§1,200 CEILING

st BEATWOMAN, 5
S TRUNG TO SV

ate salary

rocuffers

AIRVIEW SHOWS scene of wrcck‘nge in the Wabhagh railway yards at :
elling at high speed, crashed into & yard diesel ehunting locomotive and
another freight train. Crew of the yard engine managed to jump to g

- + % R ovak

cd prowlers
| Mrs Mally
sere slore

seal Wikl
bitl for pasi
aproximalely

Ii\w

o B
o

af hlead
acd il o teles |
o found the tele- |

Toronla Weetren
el
AR mient
vendition wiy re.

prove Catal H

boriivoeme

b the ne | POrted emravid day
‘wmrn have | B2 e e
nolice said
‘work of semeore

Thes

marked
detectivis 1o believe . ¥

"

: ONE MAN WAS KILLED and twoe injured, one critieally when freight train slamme; th ogom
A ey rohonse and freight train which was being made up.  Locometives are scen here after impact, ~Killed-wa
e iRl e MeAteer. St. Thomas. conductor. Injured are Charles Fraser of London, and Hareld Gl

eed by cirv
tudying 1he :
suncil accept | dewnstairs. was r 5
rego any fdes ard sirick A blow ng
eases in the | UNIT OLE E30

An o b

oten e

Ry reques)
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Lork 5% nl gk,e pr

W e 3 o . ACCIDENT HAPPENED when an enpine was bringing caboose to a standing freight.

i =5 frewsht, pulled by twa diesel engines, went through open awitch, sideswiped engine and cabooj
|1 HERE AND THERE ‘l rear of standing frieght.  Two diesgls were derpiled and number of cars were fi
(0TS ON WEATHER MAP

T TR T MURDER HEARIG 'YOU- WON'T DARETO RUN FOR [[jj
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