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Profile of a Railroad

The Mattagami __(Canada’

Believe it or nut, YOU can actually
gee both ends of a railwuy main tine
by standing in the middle. Where?
. spread ont i WEID of Ontario
auel tract line frorn Toreuta to
North  Bay, from  there head north
throueh  the vich unexplored sec
vioms ol Northern Ontario 10 Coch-
then heas] West to gmoonth Rock
fosome 5 miles
And  there,

it

rand.
Falls, o distasee 0
the  beginning.
among the poplar and Bireh
a wigaalic bt B sud
a long narrew sec
goen L sight o
S0rC of anvone, ©8
preially paitronder, Mo Iock  siyg-
Lo worry ahout, 1o wity-side st
Lions maintain, Ne meeks o worry
shenle in fret, no nothing ot 2 Tittle
wore than Bwo miles of well bhallusted
55 pond enil extending from Smooth
juck hetion to the Town of Smooth
tock 1oalls. the former on whal was
for many  years i station of the
Canaeliun National Bailways  Bast-
West trunscuntinenl‘;ll main line, pres-
ently being served by cocondary traf-

[ronn

nestled
s thouh
denly thrown opet
pon ol forest, eunt b
thie

rest oves

watls

fie.

Maltagami Rajlrond by mund, the
shortest stancird mage comnen cars
sier this side of the 49th paraliel,
i Fact, possibly in the whole of North
Amwerici

Grill ging strons after more Han
Lorty-twn years of service. the Matta-
want Raitroad hasn't let a parallel
highway hothwer it nov @ section af
the Trans-Casada Righway et its back
Joee, ke any wind out of s suils.
Sitnated near @ viver of the same
nahne,The Maltagini Taitrowd 18
principnl]\' o putp and paper Tine but
i awill seil you w tcket to anywhere
vin Canackian National Raihways. send
handie your Tggage, of
route o hoxear lond of

\
o letedrus,
express or
anvitiing 1o anvwhere.

Activily starts at the junction with

lhe arvival of No. 149 from Coch-
e, Qnee express il and haggagse

unloaded and ransferrad
and Na 1Y Digh-balled fer Kaspus-
Laging, one can’t help but suddenly
feod the pmensity of the North, with
4 touch of quuiegtness, and vet feel
Lhe propulsion of netivity just around
the corner. Letting ane’s eves wander
a littdes '.\‘L‘ﬂ-nppuinh.‘d.L‘:u:—'l".I[. &

hve heen

3. concl s sigghted, and awaits her
prssengers and before one has @
Clranee for a cevond ook, a well-

RESTEN )

The Long an

The Mattogami's only diesel locomative s dwarfed by ifs

meaning st ahoard” s heard and
loeomotive No. 103 gives gentle
nudge, m\d suIME twunt}-' huogears and
2 coach head for the Town of Smouth
Rock Falls ab & Jeisurely clip of fil-
teen miles an houn, although twenty-
five to thirty MPH arg not uncom-
mon. Mind you this is not & fast
limited, but rather like @ fricndly
tittle old lady trodding her way from

ane place (o another. Regardless of
the weather, never 4 complaint an i
the snow s too deep —- it comes high

here in the winter months —— 3 stew
puging as & rule comes to the aid.
with n plow clearing track and right-
of-way. [n this day of hustle and
bustle, a ride in the coach is ke
taking o pPAage from history. The win-
iy summer can he opened —
ton if vou can stand it ——
s bo et the swecet gmell af fresh
air come i Indeed, there is little
doubt that the cubber upholstering is
more in keeping here  than richlv
appointed seats. With this rustic at-
mosphere, who wants modern com-
fort?

Shortly after leaving — no sucden
jerks by this hogger, just one notch
of the throttle at & time and the
results are a smooth get away =~ the
conducter-haggageman comes through
the car asking for o nominal fare
for the fifteen-minute ride, and it
things areu't 00 pressing for him
pound about, hell pass the time of
cuuarter hour with vou by talking
about the latest bits of information
tili hefore you Lpow it, the tall stacks
ot the mill can be seen, and the ride
is over. From the statistical point ok

dows
in winter
50

o N SPORTAT E-—TULY, 19358

d

s- Shortest Rail Line

P i

Shert of If

kig brother of the CMR.

view. a few yewss 2o aver 3,232

londed cars were pulled over the
pike, representing @ tonnage weight
of around 149,681 tens.

Up to 2 few years auo, moetive
power consisted of o maomil No. 100,
a heavy 4-6-0 No. 102, which was
formerly an Ontario Northland Rail-
way locomotive  No. 115. Present
power is dane with a 50 ton diesel-
electric locomotive chosen prineipally
for its operating economy. NO.
is still stored at Smouth Rock Fuils
and is used as 2 stand-hy only. Roll-
ing stock numbers coual and ash cavs,
as well as plows, extra passenger
equipment, ete.

T addition to the read's maiu line,
there are well over three miles ©
sidings and yard trackuge keeping a
three man section  gang on the job
five davs weck pulting what's out
of place I place.

Supervision and office worle s cats
riedd out by an agent and his assistant
who lovks after clerical work, freight,
tolegraph and passenger tickets.

Permission to de the cab is nat
an uncommon reguest. Cmnted most
of the time, No. 103 has ca cried such
nniables as Siv Patrick Cooper, CGover-
nor of the Hudson's Bay Company,
senior officers of the pilp and paper
company, to name put a few.

So, for a preat instead of a
ment, hie yourseh’ up OVET the On-
tio  Northland Bailway on The
Northland’ and  Canadian National
Railways to the Mattaguoi Railroad
where “go-head” B a8 common 1
sight here a3 it is with Class One
couds.—J- Norman Lowc,
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