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" THE RamLwav.—We heard the first
, toot of the advancing locomd‘ﬁivov on
Monday. It i now within a sbort
distance of Workman’s Creek, and if
the weather wontismmes favorable will
probably reach the itahon by edoes-
__ | day pext, and the rend be opencd for
traffic on whe 15(h Novemben The
bridges aneall twmp}f.bod and tl'le road-
ready for the ties with the excep- '
dn of a gap @ two to fill up with
rth. The foundation of thi1 grain
tation hae been laid and work| geaer-
ully oemtmues to advance rapidly.

GOLLING'NOOD.

The large sawmill is now fi ing an
order for lumber to be shipped to
South America...... A conference be-
tween the railway authorities nd the
town council has been held, Ia.nd. an
understanding arrived at on the diffi-
cuities that threatencd s senous quar-
rel. The track of the North Grey is
to remain on the street a year Honger.
...... Notice is given of application
for n charter for a company to uild a
railway from Guelph to Orangeville,
thenee to Collingwood. Questﬁm .......
Bulletin editor lost his reckoning—
‘ leaves November out of his culendar
"and imagines that December'beoms
to-morrow. So we infer from hm offer
“of the Bnlletan * t111 the end of nexkt
year—13 months , &e. E
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ford stalt'ion has been let to Mr. F.
- Law, of this place. The building

MeaFors SFThiox.—The “cop:

tract for ,éle erection of the Mea-)

—

will include under one roof the
passenger and freight stations, and
will be about 300 feet in length.
Mr. Law has put. up the Thorn-
bury station greatly to the satis-

faction of the Company, and no

doubt he will give equal satisfac-

tion in thxs contract. e
N by Il T8 7’2\
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Wintarﬁms table to take efecton snd after -
Mondeay, Novamber a5, 18‘?9

| LEAVE TORONZO.
i MAIL. | ACCOM, MATL.

] A. M. A M P. XK.
Clty Hall,........ 7.00 1100 ° 845 .
Brock street,..... 7.18 1115 . 400
ARRIVE. '
) P, P. M. P. M.
Orillis, . ... weves 12020 9.05
Collingwoody. ... 12.80 5.15 9.15
Meaford, ..... AN I 53 7.00
LEAVE.
EXIPRESS. ACCOAL MAIL.

A M. A M, P. X.
Mealord,..... = ~ 9.0 3.0
Collingwood, .. 5.05 /." 10.40 4.20
Orillis, oveaess 5.10 4.20

ARRIVETAT TORO\ITO

A M. P. M.
Brock atreet,. . 10,15 4.55 9.15
City Hall,..... 10.30 5.10 9.80

Ahnmiwme parlour ear will bo- attached to
the Mail Train leaving Toronto every day at 7
e. m., running through to Meeaford, and return-
ing same night. The extra {nies on this car
have beon reduced as follows i —

Toronto to Callingwood or Meaferd...... 50 cts.
Teronto or Meaford to Barrie, «....o.-n 25 cts.
For distances over 63 miles, oooovrees 50 cta.
For distances under 65 10iles, corve e 20 cts.

-~ FRED. CUMBERLAND,

Mansging Director.

The g’dcatarﬁ &%Iumtnt

Thursda.y Dec. 5 18’72

____-.,.,__._—-
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4 A X & . -
Tho n.ilwsy mfomally opmed. bu

i -1 Brock Btiest, e T at 8 a. ooy the! |
Collingwood, {srrive) | 1230p.m | ronto at-3:p. m.. Tha .through tra:i,
Crdgbin, T TRV BR with the mails, srrives st 1:16 p. 1,

omlm?.(miw) 740 4 L5 “ .

.| the local train at 7,_4‘:0,_3- m.. .

= de iy
Teronto, Brock Street, 915
®  City Hall, 0.80

« Ghe Wenford gt’(u'uitnr.\ Seplembar © 1672
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The completion of the Northern Railway to Collingwood, January 1,
1855, was a big boost to the growth of Meaford. Further stimulus came
in 1856 when St. Vincent ratepayers, assisted by the Government of
Upper Canada, built a wharf at Meaford to accommodate the largest
vessels then plying the upper lakes. A large grain storehouse was erected.
Wheat had reached an exorbitant price owing to the Crimean War.
Another aid to progress was the construction of the county road system
in 1860, the Northern Gravel Road, running through from Owen Sound
to Collingwood, proving beneficial to Meaford.

In the 1860’s the community was growing fast. It was an independ-
ent area and had all the various tradesmen, merchants, professional men
and others necessary to make a thriving environment for the population
of 1000 who called it home in 1865. In that year the township council
built the first town hall, which burned in 1907 and was replaced by the
present building. 1868 saw the establishment of the first newspaper, the
Meaford Monitor, which flourished until 1920. In 1882 the Meaford
Mirror came into existence and had a life of some 55 years, and in 1906
the Meaford Express began its service to the community. It is still
carrying on.

Vew His-}orj 2l 67@ G”‘*”')j
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TOWN OF MEAFORD 269

The first agitation to have Meaford incorporated as a village began
in 1869, instituted by Hugh Watt, editor of the Monitor. It proved a hard
struggle. Not until the session of Parliament in January, 1874, was a bill
passed to incorporate Meaford, not as a village, but as a town. The Act
came into effect on July 1, 1874, and the first Council was elected in
January 1875. They were Mayor, W.D. Pollard; Reeve, James Stewart:
Councillors, Thomas Harris, John Hill, J.J. Johnston, Frank Law, David
Layton, Lorenzo Londry, John D. McGee, Elliot Thompson, Charles
Watt.

The first locomotive had arrived on November 14, 1872, the last rail
being laid by moonlight that evening. Already located in the early
eighties were three planing mills, 3 carriage factories, 2 tanneries, a
sawmill, a shingle mill, a woollen mill, 2 foundries, 1 machine shop, 4
cabinet shops, 2 flour mills, 2 printing offices, 12 general stores, 4 grocery
stores, 2 jewellery stores, 2 stationery and fancy goods stores, 7 millinery
and dressmaking shops, 1 fur store, 8 dry goods stores, 2 bakeries, 2
brickyards, 5 boot and shoe shops, 2 harness shops, 1 pump shop, 2
undertakers, 2 hardware stores, 2 blacksmith shops, 5 insurance and
money brokers, 2 butcher shops, 3 lawyers, 4 doctors and 1 dentist.

The first church was built in 1856 for the Canadian Presbyterians. It
was a substantial brick octagon-shaped structure. Shortly after, the
Church of Christ built a meeting house and by 1865 five more churches
were serving the community: Church of England, Wesleyan Methodist,
Episcopal Methodist, New Connexion Methodist and Congregational. In
1869 the Roman Catholics built a church, Today, none of these buildings
are in existence, but there are congregations of the Anglican, United,
two Baptist, Church of the Nazarene, Church of Christ, Presbvterian,
Pentecostal and Roman Catholic.

None of the ten hotels which were in business in the late seventies
remain. They were Paul’s Hotel, the Blue Water Hotel, successor to the
Queen’s Hotel or Victoria House, The Commercial, McDonald’s, Globe,
British American, Royal, Raper’s, Georgian Inn, and The Farmer's
Home. Motels now taking care of the travelling public include the
Bay-Vue Motel, Hilltop Motel, and the Weysvde Motel.

Throughout the years industries have been many and varied. Going
on from those which have been noted earlier, there were J.J. Johnston's
first planing mill in the early sixties; Barber and Harris, which began
manufacturing the Canadian turbine water wheel in 1867 (this plant is
still in operation); John D. McGee and Wm. McDonald wagon and
carriage shop; Elliot Thompson builder and sawmill proprietor; Frank
Law founder of the Meaford Building and Manufacturing Co., for many
years the leading industry in the town; Charles Watt industrialist who
established a fanning mill factory as early as 1858.



: .I.r:wo??&%s%g%g %?E =
N birikehins Balin R A
hddiekens sin' eop ofihigiwarks
paints npobiait of, anfity;gld gen-
bblemdndwhaicariiédi a"very. vilua-
Jbl&_fgd]'dfr:mh wd?ﬁt\ﬂs* in (his
tiousers fob,: and: ats wh ioh; gvery
{ pickpockét in.:Londown hedomudo
Eu.li?ibndijoéﬂﬁflll.graub. G sEngl?
ir> Now blir- station: ia#-soageniint
sinitlaf: thingy everybody.feels at
libsrty to dosomething to-enlighten

blamed for.deing’ nothing;.and; o
the other-band for. what they; -do.
Now, Mr; Editor it seems, to.me
‘that the less the .Coupcil da at
present the better.. “ The Township
by & ‘unanimous vote instrueted
them to take steps to-secnre. the
fultilnrent of:thé agreement by:the
Railwav Cotnpany, ; toobtain the
opinion of Council, :&o., &e.—If I
am rightly informed, the Attorney
General has pronounced the agree-
ment good and binding, out said
that the Council could take no
steps to enforce the carryihg -out
of the provisions until the end of
the two Vears, eircht to protest
against the placing of the station
on the hill, which protest I pre-
suine they have forwarded alrendy,
| so that the Railway Jompany mav
not plead that our quiescence
meant reguiescence.

In the meanthne if the Railway
Company cannot or will not bring
the 1milrond below the hill, they
will doubtless put the station
where it would be in the next best
place for the Town and Township,
trusling to the favourable impres-
sion good buildings and eusy sp-~
-proach would'make on the people,
and to the softening effects of time
or the chapter of accidents m tho
exsy settlement of the question ut
last. ;

Yours; oo
P. FULLER.

a.very durk job. .. The Youncil ave

Affz) 25
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RORTH GREY RAI.WAY COMPANY.

A general meeting of the subsorlbers to the
capital sbock of the above company, for the
election of directors, &o , was held yeaterday
at the offices of $he Northern Raflway. The
chalr was taken by Mr.JO. R. Bing, reeve ot
8t. Vinoent, who was supported by Mr. F.
W. Cumberland, Managing Director of the
Northern Rallway ;- Measrs, N, Barnharl,
Hon. J, Beverlev Rahinmon. J TL Wdaar
D’Aroy Boulton, H. B. Hims, O. Moberly,
Patterson, reeve of Euphrasia ; MoCallum,
reeve of Calllngwood; Rorke (Clarkesbarg, )
Tyson & Btewart (8t. Vincent,) F. J. Joseph,
Seorelery, &o.

The minutes calling the meeting having
been read, the following report was sube
mitted and adophed :(— -

REFORT OF THE PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS OF
THE KRORTH GEEY BAILWAY,

Tomonto, 11th March, 1871,
To the Shareholders of the North Grey Rail
way,—
GERILEMEN, —
1. The Providonal Directors have ths

aotions of the Company to this dase.

2. The charter of the Company ha be:
come law by royal assent on the 158h ¥e>-
rusry, the rea ve Counolle of the town-
sbips of 84. Vincent, Euphrasis and Colllng.
wood loss no ime In submitting by -laws so
thelr ratepayers, granting bonuges in ald ot
the constraction of the rallway, and whioh
by-laws were rerpectively carrled as followa:
1. Bt Vincent, 20th March, 1871,
JOXG; o iiin i T AR S e X

2. Collingwood, 2lst March, 1871,

3 FEophrasis, 220d March, 1871, for 32,500
Belng an aggregate grant of...§120,000

8. The neocessary amount of share oapltal
bariog been subsoribed, and the deposit
thereof paid up, in complisnce with the
, terms ol the charter, your direotors have, by

due nobloe, called a speolal general meeting
for She permanent organlzstion of the Com-
pany.
4. The rurvey of losatlons Is now la active
g:wun, and with all necessary maps,
awings and specifications will, it is hoped,
| be compleled in time to admit of the letiing
| of the ocontracts and $he actaal commence-
ment of the work early In $he ensuing month,
and it may acoordingly be expected shat the
1 nd will be In running order befors the olise
of the present senson ol navigation,

5. The Bill to ensbls the Nocbhern Rall
way Company to lease and work the llue for
& torm of yearn having passed the Dominlon

ture, the Provislonal Direotors re.
commend that no time be lost In perfscting
thab arrangement, in order that, a% the earhi-
03t moment avallable under the law, the sane
be submitted to the sanotion of tharespeative
Companies in speclal general meeting.

All of which is respect/ully snbmm_sd.

" (Signed,) 0. R. 8ING,
Chalrman of Provislogal Direokore.

Mr. CuMBERLAND, In meving $he appolns.
ment of sarutineers for eleotion of Dirsosors,
m‘:huaﬂm-hul been loat in g

the interesis of the road, and not a
dallar had been spent exoept upon the lagill.
mafe objecta the Com .. (Hear.)
With regard to the loo-ﬂu,T:{opcd $o see
s magnanimity of feellng displayed with a
view o secure the promotion of fn. besh in.
_Serests of the road. The motio of the Direo.
tors, he hoped, wounld he to locate the road

ab. onoce an M%hnd. (Chesra.} He
concurred in statements in the re-
that the road gould bs buils quickly
and woald be In ramning order hefore the
close of navigation, ' (Cheera.)
Meamre, F. W. Coate and Joseph Horke
were s ted porutineers, and the poll

ha opened the lar time, the
hlﬁan gentlemen were doo;md elected ns
Dirsctors :—Mesars. Btmnr%oa‘lng, Audre
Rorkse, Robinson, Heward, te, Hime 3
Barnhart,

“The eedirgs terminated with the ous.
tomary vote of thanks to bhe ohalr,

bonour to present their repors of the rans.'

fri|
&7
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NORTH GREY RAILWAY COM-

i PARY.

A special general meeting of the share-
holders of the above company was held
yesterday at the offices of the Northern
Railway Company, Brock Street. Mr. N,
Barnhart, president, took the chair; and
therc were also present Mr. C, R. Sing, vice-
Kreaitlent., Mr. H. I. Himeo, Mr. Andrews,
Mr. 'Robingon, Mr. F. W, Cumberland, Mr,
Rorke, Mr. Stewart, Mr. J. D, Edgar, Mr.
F. W. Coate, Mr. F. L. Joseph (secrctary,)
ete.  The ohject of the meeting was to yive
the sanction of the shareholders to a loase of
the North Grey Railway to the Northern
Railway Compuny, sl for other purposes,

The Sceretary reaid the notice convening
the mecting, and the draft of the lease was
then submitted. It provided that the work-
ing of the road be undertaken by the North.
ern Railway ; a percentage amounting to
thirty per cent for the first five years, to
thirty-five for the next succeeding live years,
ancl to forty per cent for the remainder of
the lease, heing paid to the North Gire
(,'mn{mny. A provision is inserted that curdy-
woml shall be carried over the line during
the months of November, December, Janu-
ary amd  February at lumber rates.  Any
differences that may arise are to be settled
Ly arbitration.

In reply to observations by Mr. Sing,

Mr. Cownernann explained that the per-
centage to bereceived bythe North Grey Rail-
way Uompany was live per cent less than that
regeived by the Muskoka Junction Railway,
The tenns originally proposed were the sau s,
bt upon the action of tftc Northern Railway
london Foard, requining that the culverts
and bridges of the Musﬁuka line shoull be
built of stone or iron, inatoal of wood as
originally proposed, the lgeal directors of
the .\[un{uhu .}unctiun line were granted an
advance of live per cent. to meet the inereas-
al outlay consequent en the decision of the
London board, " In the case of the North
Gircy Railway, bridges and culverts were to
he mule of wool, P\'ith regard to the carry-
ing of cordwood, the Northern Company of
courae would not enter into any arrangement
to carry cordwond in preference to nh other
freight, but it would take its place with
other classes of freights.  As o common car
ricr, the railway wos hound to curry the
freight in the order in which it was received

The question was nimple( one of rates. The |
u

Company had never refused to carry cord-
* ¥ Y

Wol,

After some remarks by Mr, Sisa,

The Citvinvany moved, seconded by Mr
Axpirws, a resolution giving the direetora
power to make the Jease, which was earriod;
a# wan alwo noresolution, inoved by Mr, sy,
seconded Ly Mr, Rorke, “that the Direetors
he nuthorized Lo issue first preferential bonels
gunranteed by the Northern Ruilway Com-
pany, to the extent of 1,800 sterling per
mile of the ruilwny netuslly ander conntrue-
tion at the tine of such issue”

A vote of thanks to the Chairman termi-
nated the proceedings,

Jur€ 8 L



THE RaArLway.—The ballasting
of the ruad below Craigleith is
being carried on with all despatch,
and work will at once be 1esunred
at this end of the line. The cen-
tractors advertwe for 20 teams and
100 men, and will push forward
the work without cessation antil
completed. . The sooner the
better. |

VRN




The Iron Horse Arrived.,

~ We are able to vouch this week tor
‘the actual arrival of the Iron Horse,
for did we not ourself ride up to the
station on the veritable animal him-
self¢ We did, and that about seven
o'clock on the evening of the 14th No-
vember. Mark the date as a red-let-
ter day in the annals of Meaford,

when first our fair village re-echoed
the shrill whistle of the pioneer loco-
motive as it entered within Its limits.
The engine was numbered ¢23,” and
was driven by Mr., Spragge, who has
the honor of bringing the first\train of
car, loaded with passengers—workmen
and villagers—up to the Mecaford sta-
tion. The men worked with determi-
nation and vim all day Thursday, and
succeeded in laying down the **last
rail ” by moonlight in the evening,
amid the eager excitement of a crowd
of spectators, watching for the final
stroke on the last spike. -
—_— e P e—t—— ———



FyrsT CArS. —The first of the North
(3rey cars have reached Meaford !
They were brou ght to the wharf on a
scow on Friday'last. They were half
o dozen dumping cars to be used in
making the approach road to the
station, and 1In general ballasting.
The scow had also 2 quantity of iron’
‘and ties with which a temporary track
g fo belaid down from the gravel road
, cutting westward. The waggon road
* bridge over the gully 18 completed and
 is wVery _gubstantial structure. = £ar-
nahan’s and Workman's creck bridges
are weil‘#ﬁﬁhcp_gl. C Gkber 10 P
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cotta.gves 18 far a.dvanced towards com- |
pletion. We do not so perceptlbly

natice the advance in the road makmg,
bk we may still > hope to hear . the/]
whistle of the engine by the beginni
: of winter. The Montreal te

Eany has atrung a wire a.longft

" S

S rﬂb?f‘ Q,é
i 872

tra.c




| Finsr Fuzmnr,---fl{
Learried oygp the Ny
‘wus taken up agf l 8 ruigle:

e e Rielth -
Friday Ingt 'y, 3 Jnu'r N
and shing)os for My, ' . Lidw

m 7l Bl o i
]ngc. 1 h? Il‘unlfu' an'u shmﬁzles Were gy,
oaded at Craiglejg}, auf teayeq 80 Theop,
bury to pe used ip the 4 *Ction’ of the.'
ThgruburyiBilft:lc?.--j"[efr O,}'
i .



Tar Rannway.—Track laying, we
believe, has been recommenced below
Thornbury, and it is expected that the
road may be completed to our sister
village in the course of the next
month. At this end of the line work
'is being pushed forward, but itappears
to us not with so much energy, or
with such a force of hands, as to
| secure the opening of the road much
: before - winter sets in; but we most
| sincerely hope our fears may prove
groundleu, and that we may hear the
whistle of the esiging by September.at

st T gy 30 1872
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‘THE RAtLwaX.—The - track- is tiow
laid and ballasted to the town line— .
say three miles from the village.
Work on thesand hill cutiing is being
pushed with vigor, the tempora | v
track having bheen Jaid from ihere fo
the approachk road. The st:é‘on is
fully roofed iu and ‘he plastezer: com-*

menoed work yesce-d .y.

G

Ochber }7
1§72 .



| carried over the Nop

Finsr FrErGnT, - The firgt req) Iroight
th (}‘rqy Rui]"
‘'wang taken up as fur|ag Craigleity e
Friday lnst—Two cal louily of sty - |
and shinglos for Mr. . Liwof this v
lage. The lumber an shini;;]és wers .
Joaded at Craigleith anl tea
bury to be used in the

) ug.
'i’-d to Thorn.
ection” of the "

‘ E 2 Y L]
4 hg_mbury_ sta t:mg.—-‘ leu foyd Moniter,
| e e O '

I !

e T
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south at Indian River) two miles south
of Thombury, s, workman named John

Cla.rk a remden’q of __thiQT.place, fell |
| from ‘the flat éa.rs 1 oﬁ:gh the bridge
into the river,_ a ‘distiance of about 20
feet brea.kmg s leg and shattering the

‘knee.! Dr. Moberly,
' the unfortunate man;

.of his recovery.

- - bl
rm $ a

\
L Me d M'oy\r\-ﬁr*

ho 13 a.ttendmg
23 gtwe doubts

" Wovewbee 7
1872



| the council protests. x’Tronbhs Iooming |

up! Are all railway corporations
‘“ tarred with the same stick?’......

".QThe T'imes, publishes an advertisement
| signed |“‘Da\nd Comely andeaﬂotte

E. Conjely,” declaring a dissolution of
their marriage contract by ‘‘mutual |-
consent.” ’l%ns is even cheaper than

| the u}lca.g .method: of divorce, and

proves | that the disaffected couples of
tbat city might learn a thing or two
even frbm an-Owen Sound paile.

§ >

'DQCQ ra bQC 6
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" Tur RaiLway.—The construction
train didn’t reach the station yesterday,
as was expected ; 1t may by Tuesday
or Wednesday next. There is a nasty
cutting to finish and a considerable gap ,'
to fill up yet at Workman's creek.

The tracklayers, howcver, had last
night reached Mr. Londry’s and to-

day will cross the gravel ; and the
permanent track having been laid from

' the station to the 4th line. a junction
will no doubt be cffected tkis week. So
soon, therefore, as the filling at the

Workman bridge is completed, the
‘engine will be able to make its way to
the station, and we shall hail it with

lively satisfaction. Theapproachroad
ets on slowly, but the facilities for |

ﬁumping are now being improved. |

Mr. Law will have the passenger sta- |

tion ready by the 15th.  Nowember 7
[67%
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it may be mentioned that the pus-

i

“the t.ai]wa,y on Monday lu.st-—-
“Shortly * Laffer '8 o'cock “ih, the

- ut the time fixed—9 o 'clock. As

‘a somewhat smgul.tr circumstance,

“on the -Northern Railway ; and
- that ithe first coniductor on the

"FHE RAILWAY OPENED.

Repular trafic commenced on;

moruing  the - first" train—a' mixed
-one—came in from Collingwood
with freight and passengers. It
left again for Toronto punct\mlly

-senger car  Was, ‘the first ever

Fun in Canadeiwest-—19 years ago,

Northern‘kne—Mr. Harvey, now

"Trathic Superiutcﬁdent, was ulso
-on the train, A considerablo
number of the ¥ illagers clrmbed the
hill to do lhonor to the first out-
sgoing train, and yet more made

(/Lhur way up to greet the first

% whould have mado ;{hp ﬂnyp. fos-

».

thmucrh tmm from Toronto at
S 145 pu &7 All went off tpnetl)
and well, but it isa mr_t_tt_e_-r of re-
.gret that some befitting celebpation
of the opening was not got up.
vither by the compzmy or the: v11 1

lagen TFor our own credit “e

twe one- m qoma sqrt
_ For the information of the pub—-
lic we may state that the outgoing

P tmm‘i feave ns ful[o\v‘s . Accomo-

‘drﬁduu -1t 9 o L\lucq-. .md

It at 3 p m.; and that the
Sarrividy. aye thl]ﬂ,tlll}?(}, Express
Tahd MA Gain 1. ;)p mh “Kecom-
qandation st 7, p. m. The time
u 11)Ib 1:‘)&\ beseen on_ theo opposite
D prge. e rSED "
__,MM_M——_ :

Magheol

Wovenber 28
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CAMP BORDEN IN 1944

BY WILLIAM HOOD

Reading Jack Knowles’s article on Camp Borden passenger trains
in the April 1991 issue of the Newsletter prompted me to jot
down a few of my recollections of the facilities at Borden and
the events leading up to them at the time I was stationed there.

I joined the army in May of 1944, and after a brief stay of
a week at the Canadian National Exhibition grounds for
indoctrination into the armed forces way of life (ie., sleeping
on steel double bunk beds in Horse Palace stalls), we were
shipped off by the Canadian Pacific Railway to Peterborough for
basic training.

Peterborough was a fairly interesting city in 1944, with
quite a number of trains both passing through and originating
in the city on both the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National
Railways, and I spent as much spare time as 1 had stopping by
the stations to observe the trains. There were always two
wooden coaches parked on a siding just east of the CPR station.
Sometimes they would disappear for a day and then reappear
to take up their appointed position on the siding. 1 eventually
found out that they were used to move roops out from
Peterborough after they had completed their basic training.

When we had spent two months completing our basic
training we were told one night that we would be moving out
the next morning for advanced training at Camp Borden. At
5:00 that morning, several platoons of soldiers were assembled

and kit bags, and we proceeded up George Street to the CPR
station. There I found my two wooden friends had been coupled
totherearofan'ainstandinginthestaﬁon.'me train turned
out to be No. 601, a daily except Sunday local from
Peterborough to Toronto, scheduled to leave at 7:10 a.m. and
to arrive in Toronto at 9:15 a.m. We were all loaded onto the
two cars and we settled down for the leisurely trip to Toronto.

On arriving at Toronto Union Statdon we were told to
unload quickly and crossed the platform to where another train
was standing, with three wooden coaches on the rear. We were
loaded onto the rear two cars. This was CPR train No. 25, a
daily except Sunday run from Toronto to Sudbury, scheduled to
depart at 9:20 a.m. and to arrive in Sudbury at 5:55 p.m. This
train is shown in the June 25, 1944, schedule as having a
through coach from Toronto to Camp Borden, which turned out
to be the third wooden coach on the end, ahead of our two

cars.

No. 25 departed Toronto and we proceeded on the next leg
of our journey. Two hours later, the train arrived at the Ypres
wye at 11:20 a.m. The three cars on the end of the train were
cut off on the main line between the two legs of the wye, and
the remainder of the train continued on to Sudbury. At this
point, an ancient D4g 4-6-0 which had been waiting on the
south leg of the wye pulled out onto the main line and coupled
up, nose first, to our three cars. We were then pulled back clear
of the south-leg switch, the switch was lined up for the wye,
and we were on our way for the last 4.5 miles of our journey.
I can still recall hearing the mournful drawn-out whistle of the
little 4-6-0 blowing for the grade crossings as it pushed the cars
along. Fifteen minutes later we arrived at the south Camp
Borden station by the R.C.A.F. barracks, presumably to let some
passengers off the coach from Toronto, after which the train
continued on for the last mile to the north station.

We finally pulled up in front of the CPR station where I

had my first glimpse of the famous Camp Borden I had heard
and read so much about. There was a large paved area where
we got off, roughly 100 feet wide, with the CPR tracks on the
south side and the Canadian National tracks on the north side.
The station facilities were completely different. The CNR station
was a single-storey building with a small passenger waiting
room and a baggage room. The Canadian Pacific station,
however, was a large two-storey structure with ample passenger
and baggage areas. I later found out the reason for this
" difference in size. ‘
What I will call the Camp Borden “main line” ran along the
east side of the camp, about a thousand feet or so from the
station area. Both railways had a spur branching off the “main
line” into their respective stations, the CNR coming in from the
north and the CPR from the south (see map). As has already
been mentioned, the CPR line connected with the rest of the
system at Ypres, while the Canadian National ran north to
Angus where it connected with the Meaford —Collingwood line
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CAMP BORDEN
STATION FACILITIES

As Rebuilt - Fall 1943
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UCRS 50th ANNIVERSARY FEATURE

PASSENGER TRAINS AT CAMP BORDEN

BY JACK KNOWLES

Mention in the January 1991 Newsletter that CP Rail has
received permission to abandon 3.21 miles of the Base Borden
spur recalls the use made of that line in World War II. The spur
branched off the MacTier Subdivision at Ypres and ran into the
southeast part of the built-up portion of Camp Borden where
there was a wye, with one line continuing west into the Royal
Canadian Air Force lands at the south end of Borden, and the
other line continuing north along the east edge of the army’s
built-up part of Borden to an end-on junction with the Canadian
National Railways track coming in from Angus, the village
located just outside the north edge of the military reserve.

Camp Borden, then with the population of a small city, consisted
mostly of one-storey frame buildings: barrack huts, officers’
quarters, mess halls, military schools, and administration
buildings, with a few larger buildings for RCAF or Ordnance
use. Like most military reservations, Borden is on a sandy area
unsatisfactory for agriculture. The military units were advanced
training centres. Their trainees usually received a weekend leave
pass every second weekend. With gasoline rationing for private
automobiles after the spring 1942 and interurban bus lines
restricted by wartime law to selling tickets for 40 miles or less,
there was a substantial Friday midday exodus by rail from the
camp every weekend with return late Sunday night. The troops
chose their own routings and were sold reduced rate tickets.
CPR got the bulk of the business, having the more direct route
to Toronto. CNR did operate one leave train, but it was used
mostly by troops making CNR connections.

Canadian Pacific's Camp Borden station consisted of two
wooden express cars on a short piece of isolated track, with the
car undersides closed in with planking from sills to ground level
and broad stairways leading up to some of the large side doors.
(Photo in January 1942 Railroad Magazine, page 129.) It was
about midway up the line on the east side of Borden, and the
CNR station was a few hundred yards further north, so that the
two railways’ leave trains loaded back to back on the same
track. To serve the south end of Borden, CP had an additional
stop called Bog Road, which had a roomy shed for a waiting
shelter. The southeast part of the military reserve contained a
wooded bog, and the stop was named after a minor east-west
road running through the area. The CP track through the bog
was on a good roadbed which was paralleled a stone’s throw
away to the northeast by an abandoned old roadbed. Probably
the original roadbed had an unsatisfactory foundation, perhaps
corduroy (logs laid crosswise in the bog with much brush
thrown on top to hold the ballast). Bill Hood recalls going for
route marches on the abandoned roadbed.

CP leave trains usually consisted of heavyweight steel
coaches hauled by a 4-6-2. Occasionally steel colonist cars were
used. As there was no other food service on such trains, the
news vendor did a good business in confections. To do Camp
Borden freight switching, CP assigned a D4g class 4-6-0 which
tied up at night at the wye, where there were a water tower and
a small coal pile. To provide connections on weekdays with
passenger trains 25 and 26 on the MacTier Subdivision, the
4-6-0 galloped out to Ypres with a wooden combine. Also, Essa

station on Highway 90 was a brief bus ride from Borden. (This
was CP’s nearest station to Barrie.)

The return leave movement late Sunday evening occurred at a
time when the lower concourse of Toronto Union Station was
jammed with all kinds of other departing passengers and their
friends seeing them off. The resulting congestion of people was
so great that barriers were installed at the top of the ramp from
the main hall to the lower concourse and only persons holding a
valid ticket were allowed to pass. Thus family and friends had to
bid farewell to their travellers in the main hall. The return leave
trains usually departed right on the advertised but then stood
for perhaps an hour out in the yard before passing the
bottleneck under the Bathurst Street bridge. I recall making
Sunday evening trips behind 4-6-2 No. 2400. After the stop at
West Toronto station the servicemen settled down for some
sleep until after wheels clattering over the CNR diamond at
Alliston announced that Borden was not far away. Soon the
troops detrained in their great numbers and dispersed through
the dark camp, handing in their leave passes at their unit guard
houses and reaching their barracks about 0300 hours for some
additional sleep before reveille.
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Troops who had completed their training were housed in
barracks in the east-central part of the camp. When they
departed in large drafts for east coast transit camps or on other
overnight trips, the trains of either railway were composed of
steel colonist cars without bedding or attendants. The cars were
rather plain sleepers with self-service cooking facilities in one
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to Allandale (Barrie). These stations had not been built when
Jack Knowles was at Borden. Another ,UCRS member, Dick
Vincent, was at Borden in the fall of 1943, and he states that
work was just being started on the buildings when he left, so
that when I arrived there in the middle of July 1944 the
stations were still quite new.

Now for the difference in the size of the stations. As Jack
remarked in his article, every second Friday noon there was a
mass exodus from the camp as most servicemen were granted
a weekend pass good until Sunday night. As most men wanted
the most direct. way to Toronto, they chose the CPR, so there
was always a 12 or 14 car train of steel coaches waiting at the
station. This train usually had a Hudson on the head end, either
a standard or a Royal Hudson. The station staff were kept busy
selling military tickets prior to train time. The CNR train on the
other side at its station, however, consisted of three or four
wooden cars pulled by a light Pacific. This train was used
mostly by servicemen wanting connections to other CNR trains.
The only times I ever saw a large train on the National side was
when a draft of troops was being shipped out to the east coast,
at which time there would be anywhere from 10 to 15 stee]
colonist cars lined up, as mentioned in Jack’s story.

Sunday evening, at the conclusion of the weekend pass, the
return train was scheduled to depart Toronto Union at 11:30
p-m. However, in contrast to the steel cars leaving Borden on
Friday, the return train was usually made up of wooden coaches
withgaslighﬁng.ﬁﬁswasallwellandgood,sincethedim
lighting let the troops have a bit of sleep on the way back to
the barracks. Depending on how quickly the train was able to
clear the Toronto yards, we usually amrived back in Borden
around 2:00 a.m. On the return trip the train did not back into
Borden, but proceeded directly in, engine first, to save time,
after which it would back out the 4.5 miles to Ypres.

I had an opportunity to use the through coach to Toronto
On two occasions. In September of 1944 I was transferred to
Kingston for a specialised course, We boarded the coach at the
north station at 1:15 p.m. with the D4g at the head end and
Proceeded to the north leg of the wye at Ypres to await the
arrival of southbound No, 26 from Sudbury. When the train
came to a stop at 1:45, we were coupled on the rear and were
S0on on our way to Toronto. When we returned to Borden in
November the trip was made in reverse, with the through car
being picked up at the wye and pushed back to the camp.

I'was soon to say goodbye to Camp Borden. Just after New
Year’s Day, 1945, a large draft, including myself, was assembled
and we headed out to Camp Debert, Nova Scotia, on one of the
colonist car-equipped Canadian National troop trains. This was
thelastleversawofCampBozdenﬁlﬂlatfamﬂia:
configuration.

In 1957 the through coach to Camp Borden (by then listed
in the timetables as N.A.C, — Not Air Conditioned) was dropped
from the schedule and replaced by a through RDC service,
trains No. 309 northbound and No. 310 southbound. On
Saturday, April 15, 1959, I decided to visit the camp again, and

Was dropped from the listing effective with the April 24, 1960,
mpetable. October 29, 1961, saw the service into Borden
eliminated from the schedule altogether and subsequent
timetables simply showed Alliston with “Camp Borden” in
italicised letters beside.

I have not been to Camp Borden since that 1959 trip, so I
do not know how the facilities changed after that. Perhaps some
other member could add a follow-up. w



UCRS Newsletter * April 1991 « 9

end. These cars had been disused for their original purpose since
the beginning of the 1930s depression, and I recall seeing some
CN ones with a few broken windows and véry shabby paint,
stored an a siding up on the north edge of the old high line
embarnkment just west of Spadina Avenue in Toronto. One
1930s depression era use was for hauling the unemployed young
men from eastern cities who travelled to the prairie each year at
harvest time to manually bring in the grain crops. Also, a few
cars were equipped with window bars for handling transfers of
penitentiary inmates.

When troops on draft marched to a train burdened with all
their kit on their backs (“full marching order”), they were
preceded by’ a military band, not an everyday occurrence.
Having no railway bedding and only one issue field blanket, the
soldiers on draft trains at night used their greatcoats in place of
blankets. Harold Hartley has provided us with a description of a
troop movement by rail in his “Reminiscences of a Military
Railway Man,” January 1989 Newsletter. I have made further
brief comments on troop trains in a letter in the October 1989
issue of Railfan and Railroad magazine.

In fairmess, it should be reported that conditions were
improved when the troops came home after World War II in
1945. CN had refurbished the colonist cars inside with green
fabric upholstery in place of leather or leatherette. This was the
era when woodwork made dark by numerous coats of varnish
was covered with light green paint. Bedding was by then being
provided, and CN lettered the car exteriors “Armed Forces
Sleeper.” This lettering was later removed as colonist cars saw a

further period of use hauling British and other war brides from

east coast ports. Colonists cars had on occasion substituted for
day coaches in general public service during the busiest wartime
periods and for awhile after the end of the war. (In the 1950s
some of these cars were made into combines to replace the
wooden cars still running on branch-line mixed trains).

Canadian National Railways did not need to keep a
locomotive at Camp Borden, as the large Allandale roundhouse
was only a few miles away in what is now south Barrie. As
previously mentioned, CN’s access to Borden was from Angus,

on the Allandale-Collingwood-Meaford branch. CN’s Camp

Borden station consisted of wooden baggage cars 8398 and
8369 set on an isolated short piece of track west of the main
track. Living accommodation for the station staff was wooden
colonist car 2674 nearby on a separate isolated piece of track
east of the main track.

CNR avoided running weekday passenger shuttle trains by
issuing transportation coupons good on Travers Coach Lines
(the Barrie Camp Borden civilian operator) to passengers
holding CNR tickets with Camp Borden or Angus destination.
When 1 arrived in Camp Borden, TCL was operating six well
worn buses numbered 3300, 5100, 5300, 6000, 6300, 6406. It
transpired that Harry Travers had been a CNR fireman, and had
numbered his buses after some of his favourite CNR (and GTW)
steam locomotive classes.

Lisle station on CN’s Beeton-Collingwood branch was close
to the west road entrance into the Camp Borden lands, but the
mixed train on that minor branch played no real part in serving
the camp, as Lisle was quite remote from the built-up part of
Borden.

CNR occasionally operated on a Sunday the “Sweethearts’
Special,” a passenger round trip from Toronto to give wives, girl
friends and other family the opportunity to visit Camp Borden
and view its faciliies. One such train which [ saw was
double-headed by 4-6-2s 5303 and 5591.

Later in the war, station facilities of both railways were
completely changed, with the line up the east side of the Camp
being relocated eastward about 1,000 yards on an entirely new
alignment through previously undeveloped land. Each railway
had a station spur curving westwards through about 90 degrees
from the new line, so that the two railways' leave trains now
loaded side by side facing east instead of back to back facing
north and south. Both railways then had proper station
buildings.

CP Rail's rusty Base Borden spur of recent years, blocked
with long strings of stored boxcars, gave little hint of its busy

past.
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With its picturesque tower and delicate iron cresting, the GTR Station was
a model railway station in its day. The station, photographed circa 1931,
was extensively damaged by a fire in 1932.

After the fire, a scaled-down version

of the original design was reconstructed.
The building now houses the
Collingwood Museum.



The Railway Station

ST. PAUL STREET EAST

hen the first train pulled into Collingwood in the fall

of 1854, it brought with it a new era. Almost
overnight, the tiny settlement known as ‘‘Hen and
Chickens Harbour’ was transformed from a formidable
habitat for snakes and mosquitoes into a bustling boom-
town, overrun with eager speculators willing to pay $1,000
an acre for property on the site of the northern terminus of
the first significant railway in Canada.

The opening of the terminus, linking Toronto to Lake
Huron and markets in Chicago and Northwestern Ontario,
represented an event of national economic importance and
the sight of the great “‘iron monster’’ both excited and
terrified the throngs of people who gathered to witness
history in the making. In his 1894 report for the
Collingwood Board of Trade, Fred T. Hodgson recalled:

«___there was much rejoicing and merrymaking over the event and
a number of people from the country around, who had never
before beheld a locomotive, were stricken with awe at the sight of
the great big black monster that came puffing and snorting like the
fabled fiery dragon into the depot.”

The depot itself was constructed in 1855 not long after
the official opening (January I, 1855) of the Ontario,
Simcoe and Huron Railroad. Dubbed the ““Oats, Straw and
Hay”’ railway, the industrial lifeline was renamed The
Northern Railway in 1858 and by 1888 was absorbed by
The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada.

Adorned with huge arcades and flanked by a two-and-a-
half-storey wooden hotel known as ““The Armstrong
House,”’ the first station is thought to have been designed
by Frederick W. Cumberland, manager of the railway and
a noted Toronto architect. The wooden building was
destroyed by fire around 1864.

The first brick station, an Italianate design complete with
round-headed windows, decorative bracketing and a pic-
turesque square tower, replaced the frame structure circa
1874. The one-and-a-half-storey building featured an
expansive hip.roof over the central part of the station,
while one-storey wings with wide overhanging hip roofs
provided shelter for baggage. Reporting on a disastrous
fire at the station March 17, 1932, The Collingwood
Bulletin contained the following description of the GTR
depot:

It was of attractive architectural design and was onc of the finest

station buildings on the Allendale division.... The contract for the

c. 1874

building was given to a man named Law who did the brick and
wood work, while the plastering was done by Joseph Wynes and a
partner named Lavelle and the painting by William Wensley.”

Although the Bulletin added that the building had
““always been well-maintained’’ and ‘‘always had a very
pleasing appearance’’ some four decades earlier, the editor
of the Enterprise and Collingwood Messenger (August 23,
1894) had expressed a different opinion:

“The ladies’ waiting room in the G.T.R. station is not generally
used now-a-days, owing to poor sanitary arrangements—the air in
the room being so foul as to be unbearable....As it was last winter,
it was the most unpleasant place to wait even five minutes, let alone
an hour or so which had to be done on a few occasions.”

For a brief period, Collingwood boasted two railway
stations. In 1878, asecond station was constructed at the
corner of Second and Walnut Streets to service a
competing line from Hamilton. Less than a year later,
however, the Hamilton and Northwestern Line, was
amalgamated with the Northern Railway and the little-used
Walnut Street station was dismantled. Writing in The
Jubilee History of Collingwood, published in 1887,
newspaper editor John Hogg commented frankly: “The
Collingwood branch of the Hamilton and Northwestern
bears the reputation of being the most poorly equipped and
miserably managed railroad in the country.”” Both lines
were eventually absorbed by the Grand Trunk Railway of
Canada which, in turn, became part of the Canadian
National Railway system. The 1932-fire at the St. Paul
Street station resulted in over $20,000 in damages. The
depot was later rebuilt, but without its wings and
distinctive tower.

As the automobile became the preferred method of
transportation, the once-revered railroad began to play a
less significant role as a link to the Great Lakes. In 1960.
the CNR discontinued passenger service on the Toronto O
Meaford run. Five years later, the Town of Collingwood
was able to purchase the former station for use as d
museun.

The 114-year-old brick building has since undergone
several cosmetic makeovers as well as a major expansion
program. Today, it continues to function as a dynamic
cultural institution dedicated to the preseryation of Collin.-
wood’s heritage.
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construction. The MUC bowed to the inevitable on Jan. 10. Montreal Nord Mayor Yves Ryan, Vice
Chairman of the MUC Transit Committee, which initially opposed steel-on-steel for Line 7, said?
after the meeting that, subsequent to a tour of the Paris Metro and Munich's and Vienna's 5
U-Bahnen, he was convinced that their steel-on-steel systems were quieter than MUC's rubber-
tired variation. Apparently Bombardier Inc. will now have an opportunity to show off its
modern, heavy rail transit technology, including appropriate snow removal equipment.

-~John Welsh, Omer Lavallee

l * Canadian Transport
] Commission

Railway Transport
Committee

Collingwood - Meaford
abandonment deCISIOl'l ORA GIVEN SIX MONTHS TO CONCLUDE NEGOTI

The Railway Transport Committee of the Canadian Transport Commission has issued Order No. 3
R-37433, dated Nov. 20, 1984, permitting CN to abandon, not earlier than six months from thatg
date, the 17.59 miles of the Meaford Sub. west of Collingwood (see '"CN Meaford Abandonment e
Submission', NEWSLETTER 407, page 14). The decision indicates that it had been the original 3
intention of the hearing panel to issue its decision within two or three months of the date off
the hearing, which occurred in Collingwood on Oct. 13, 1983. However, in deference to ongoing#
negotiations between Ontario Rail Association (Ontario Rail Foundation) and CN relative to tha
former's acquisition for operation as the Georgian Bay Railway, a steam tourist operation, tha
decision was delayed. The second last paragraph of the decision, however, concludes as follows
"...we have been advised that negotiations between these parties have reached an impasse, and$
accordingly we are of the opinion that we must proceed with our decision'. 3

The text of the decision earlier cautions that the abandonment hearing did not have within itAf
terms of reference an examination into the merits of the proposed Georgian Bay Ry. operation,
and was confined to consideration of the CN application. The delayed action of the panel neves
theless appears to bespeak some tacit sympathy for ORA's efforts, and this is heightened by aj
condition of the abandonment approval which provides that "the applicant (CN) shall advise tV
Committee in writing of any agreements entered into with the Georgian Bay Ry. Co. for the sal
exchange, assignment, transfer, lease or otherwise of that portion of the Meaford Subdivisioi
should such agreement occur subsequent to the date of this Order and prior to the date -
specified for abandonment."

The situation now facing ORA was summarized in an article appearing in the Collingwood L
Enterprise-Bulletin shortly after the abandonment order was made public, from which the follao#
ing extracts are taken: "The next six months will be 'do or die' for the steam train attractis
proposed for the CN line between Collingwood and Meaford. Following a decision by the CTC lg
week to allow CN to abandon the line, the steam train enthusiasts who want to take over the ,
tracks have six months to complete negotiations with CN and with the Provincial Board of
Industrial Leadership and Development (BILD). Marv Mooney, President of the Ontario Rail
Foundation, said that he anticipates "all the answers within the next 90 to 120 days...it ;
allows us to enter into final negotiations with CN as to the ways and means of taking over .:3
the line"...Mr. Mooney is looking for Provincial funding towards the $1.85 million cost of tH
project...The CTC decision notes the scheme has the support of the Ontario Ministry of Touris
and Recreation...The decision will however be held in abeyance if a moratorium on branch 1lin
closures imposed by the previous Federal administration is not lifted, according to Tom Van::
Dusen, a spokesman from Transport Minister Don Mazankowski's office. The moratorium was
imposed to allow Ministry officials time to explore possible alternative uses for lines whi
the railway companies do not want to use."

With regard to the abandonment application itself, the RTC concluded that the evidence was
overwhelming that the continued operation of the line for freight service was uneconomic an
that the nature of the economy of the area was not such as to indicate any future possibili¥¥
of increased demand for such service. It recorded CN's submission that no trains have operatgs
west of Thornbury since November, 1982 and that the maximum permissible train speed on the 3
entire line had been reduced from 25 mph to 20 mph because of deteriorating track condition
Several persons and agencies, such as the Huronia Tourist Association and the Collingwood
Chamber of Commerce, opposed the abandonment, some of them because of the prejudicial effec;
on ORA's plans that would flow from a permissive decision. One interesting submission was m
by a private citizen on his own behalf, Mr. D.G. Wilton, who contended that the Canadian
National Railway Co. was constituted as an agency to serve the transportation needs of
Canadians, and that only a vote of the majority of Parliament would give CN the right to
abandon any rail lines. He was of the opinion that, since there has never been a Parliament
vote to change the terms and conditions of the creation of Canadian National, it had no rig.
to apply to abandon the line. Certain of the municipalities argued that the right-of-way
should remain, if abandonment was permitted, as a recreational trail. The GO NORTH Committ
pointed out that the Collingwood-Thornbury portion of the line had been upgraded as recentl
June, 1983 to accommndate the movement of two transformers from Pickering to Thornbury, and
urged that abandonment be held off until studies with respect to winter ski trains and summe€
recreational trains (from Toronto presumably) had been completed. While abandonment is being
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JANUARY 1987

Adventures of the

RUSTY RAILFANS: No.1

All right, you hard nosed diesel fans with your motor drives and scanners, the Rusty Railfans
put it to you that there are other pursuits to pursue in the railroad hobby. One of these, a
whole field of endeavour in itself, is the semi-archaelogical examination of dying, dead, and
buried branch lines, such as the CN Meaford Sub. Last Sept. 27 three intrepid rust seekers set :
out from Toronto for Meaford, Ont. to examine the state of the far end of the Meaford Sub., '
the abandonment order for which was granted by the CTC on Dec. 31, 1985.

It should be explained that the line described a large half circle in diverting from its
essentially north-westerly course from Collingwood to descend a long grade, crossing several
town streets, to meet the waterfront heading easterly along the south shore of Nottawasaga Bay
(the southerly extremity of the much larger Georgian Bay). Parking near the site of the former
Meaford Station, our threesome tramped easterly into the still intact three—track yard, the
ground somewhat muddy from recent rains. The freight house with its wooden loading platform
still lies on the south side of the tracks. Further east, where the three tracks have been
reduced to two, a former switch location on the northerly track (marked by a single remaining
switch tie) represents the point where a former track led off to the small engine terminal of
steam days. The overgrown turntable pit was found, located amidst a fair stand of trees and
underbrush, this facility having been very close to the water's edge, so close that riprap was :
placed along the shore in this area. Evidence of two ash pits could also be seen in the under- ;
growth, one on each side of the turntable pit. The former water tower site may be seen adjacent.
to the location of a second former siding, to the south of that which constituted the engine
terminal. This second siding crossed a creek on a small timber bridge to carry on for what is
now an indeterminate distance. The "main stem" of the yard served two industries at its far
end, one of which was the former Bentwood Chair Co.

Returning westerly, the railfans noted a series of seven concrete chutes located under and
adjacent to the southernmost of the tracks in the three-track yard. An old and decrepit shed
lies adjacent to these chutes (does any reader know what this installation was for?). Some 1891?
rolled rail was noted on this most southerly track. At the road crosging closest to the statiGn
site, there was a sign posted proclaiming '"Memorial Park 3 km". Although there is an abundance
of space here in which this sign could have been located, some humourist decided to plant it
directly between the rails just west of the west vard switch. The adjacent intersection of
Bridge and Denmark Streets, which the main line had crossed on a diagonal alignment, showed _ |
evidense of having been completely repaved in 1986, with the track across it completely removedi

The three R.R.'s then decided to hike up the grade to the south edge of town. Some local street
crossings had the rails intact across them; others had the flangeways filled with asphalt, and
at least one had the rails removed (obviously by town forces, as the steel had been simply
dumped in a trackside ditch). One item that was noticed was how several adjacent property
owners have already in essence laid ciaim to the railway right-of-way, as neatly manicured .
extensions to residential back yards have been carried out right to the tie ends. The dates on :
tie nails throughout this section indicated many replacements in 1946, as well as some fairly -
extensive maintenance in the early 1970s. At the point where the builtup area of the town ends
stands the plant of Knight Industries with its siding still intact. The railfans could not help
remarking upon how the line would have made a nice tourist rail ride on this section, even if
the grade may have meant certain operating problems. Two short trestle bridges remained intact.

The hikers left the right-of-way where the line comes adjacent to the Highway(ZS)into town
‘(adjacent to the garage/depot of Breadner Transport, which presumably has fallen heir to the
traffic which CN gave up on). They then followed the road back downtown to search out a rest—
araunt to satiate honestly earned appetites. Later on, on their way back home, the railfans
stopped to view the still intact CN Craigleith Station (now a restaurant, and located some
distance back from the line). They also noticed a bench on the main street of the town of
Thornbury which had been fabricated from a railway crossbuck sign (with the lettering preserved)
doubtless salvaged from a Meaford Sub. location. E
The Rusty Railfans saw nary a flanged wheel turn all that day, but they agreed that they had 1
put in a full and rewarding day of railfanning (or railway research, if you insist on being
formal about it), the results of which have been presented in this article and in the accom-
panying map.
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| NURTHERN BAILWAY OF OANADA.

R e

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING,

el I
A special remeral 'meehng_' D] ~6F 'the shaye.
holdeg'gif thge Northern m was held
ﬁeatel‘d&y afternbon st the co tices

rock street, for -the of consid
and - authorizing the e tion of a lease o
the North' Grey The following
g en were p +Hon. J. B. Bobin-
son, president, in the chalr; Mr., ¥, W, Cum-
berland, M i’.l?,s, gen manager 3
Thomas g; and - Mr
Gamble, Mr. /Ardagh, M P.P., Barrie, Mr

Gam e, A . Mr Angus Morrison, M.P., |

oy aND submitted the proposed |
lease, stated that it was the same in
every oular as that entered into with |

North Grey than from. the Muskoka Com-
gany The reason of this was that the North

on one side of the line. ,

Hon. J. B. ROBINS8ON moved, seconded by
Mr. Arpaai, that proposed lease between
the Northern Railway Company and tho
North Grey Railway Company, now sub-.
mitted by the directors of thd former com-
pany, be -approved of, and its exccution
sathorized as soon as the concurrence of the

London Board shall have been obtained.

THe motion was carried, and the meeting
adjourned.

isd ouly ome frontage, the lake bemg |




