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Loaned by John Backus

When train service started into Port Rowan in 1888, its results were felt immediately. Farmers could ship cattle and hogs, it was no longer necessary for a graup to take
several days and go to market by sleigh with the frozen carcasses aboard. Fishing took an immediate jump, because they now could get their catches to the city. We can only
wonder at the number of fowl shot at Long Point that were looked for by Toronto Hotels to be displayed on their menus. The “Spirit of the Age’” newspaper editor Col.
James Ryan editorially speculated on the advisability of area investors to start building summer lodgings for the tourists that were arriving for summer relaxation.
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Loaned by John Backus

This picture of 1937 shows the “one a day’’ train service. By 1926 the night arrival and early morning departure train was taken off, due to lack of passenger patronage.
\Walt Healey station cartage driver is seen standing alongside the 1937 chevrolet truck. The commercial impact of train service to Port Rowan emerged large, old time fisher-
men such as Captain John Collety, |saiah Brown and Joseph Crockett shipped tons of fish spring and fall by rail. Shipping days for the stock year pens were busy, some of
the drovers were Thomas Alton, William Leighfield, Chalmers Abott, Peter B. Fick. Port Rowan News of November 1895 reported the large lot of hogs shipped from Port

Rowan with $3.50 a hundred weight paid.



Loaned by Bill Cronk

A snowstorm of 1917 buried engine 2414 on its way out of Port Rowan and again the brain of man was required to dig it free. We understand Jim Toecher was engineer and
Joseph Howe is the man second from left with snow shovel in hand. The original attempt to bring a rail line into Port Rowan under the name Port Rowan and Lakeshore
Railway was actively started by a Col. Collier from Port Dover. Hundreds of italian labourers from Buffalo were employed, and they purchased goods in Port Rowan and
fed themselves. Col. Collier's “dreams’ fell apart, the labourers were not paid and trouble was brewing. Family men sent their families out of town, militia were called in,
the labourers were transported to Simcoe where they were housed at Mechanics Hall, and then sent on to house at Buffalo in the 1880°s.



Loaned by Frank Reeves
This 1918 view shows the area layout adjacent to the station house. To the left is the round house and its turn table. Two trains daily serviced Port Rowan, the evening train
stayed overnight in the round house and left early the following morning. John Norman for many years was oiler and engine wiper. The emergence of truck transport service
took from the railway. Cartage business graduaily forced the railways to close out many feeder lines. W.G. Livingston is recalled as station agent for over 30 years, retiring in

1935, and he was succeeded by O.T. Heath who retired in 1951. Supply agents filled in until the finish of passenger service in 1957 and the closing of the Port Rowan station
on January 15, 1965. The rails were lifted in March, 1965,



Loaned by Wallace Mason

Many vears of hopeful speculation preceded the actual construction by South Norfolk Railway a division of the G.T.R. when a thrilled 1,000 persons of all ages greeted the
actual arrival of the first engine to this station. The last spike had been driven by Benjamin Killmaster and Richard Richardson, M.P. for South Norfolk. It was the realization
of years of wanting, and as early as 1879 the middle of February, speculation was around for a narrow gauge rail line similar to American style and could be built at $4,000.00
per mile. Now with the railroad, there is no more getting up in the middle of the night to leave by stage coach at 6:00 a.m. for Simcoe. The winter stage coach had mighty
cold seats and little comfort from springs.
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Went after Foreman

"“The Ttalians were going to burn
the foreman of the company at
the stake,” he said. Most of these
men returned Lo their homes after
the riot.

Mr. Streeter recalls as many as
seven passenger. trains using the
line in one day. It was reported
at the St. Williams meeting that
about two freight -trains a month
are using the line today.

The CNR stated that the reason
it was going to ask to have the
station closed was because of lack

-0f business. "

Mr. Streeter was born in For-
estville on July 14, 1866. “I re-
tired when I was 85, he said. “I
hope now 1o live to be a hundred.

John Streeter of Vitloria is the only known resident of Norfolk

who remembers wien ihe railroad was built between Simcoe and
Port Rowan, The now CNR railway was called “the Norfolk South
Western Railway,” he said. (Staff Photo)

Rode Norfolk Train in 1876

John Streeter, 96
May See Rail

Line Shut Down |

By DOUG. GALBRAITH
Reformer Staff Reporter

VITTORIA .(Staff): A man
who took part in the beginning
of an era in Norfolk transporta-
tion is probably going to see the
end of it.

Citizens of the small lakeside
community of St. Williams re-
cently attended a meeting to
protest closing of the railway
station there. Some who voiced
their opinion at the meeting felt
the tracks of the CNR-owned
line between Simcoe and Port
Rowan would in the near fut-
ure be torn up.

John Streeter, 96, of Vittoria,
rode on the first train to travel
these tracks in 1876.

Mr. Streeter told The Reformer:
“I was ten years old and I was
glad when the train arrived in
Simcoe as T was on the engine and’
it was cold.”

Free rides were given to every-
one opening day and people tra--
velled for miles by horse and buggy
to ride the train. The train was
filled to capacity, he said. ;
““That's why my brother and I
rode the engine — the only place
there was room,” he said.

Had Big Station

“It was a fine big stafion that
was built at St. Williams when the
railway was built.” He couldn’t re-
member what happened to the or-
iginal station.

He remembers an incident that
nearly marred the history of the
county. A large number of Italian
workers were brought to help con-
struct the railway. The construct-
ion company went broke and was
unible to pay the men. The men
suffered without food and pay for
several weeks. Finally the hunger
got the best of the men and they
starled a riot which was not stop-
ped until the militia was brought
in to restore order.
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THE RAILROAD

The time on the train was spent in friendly conversation with all the
sassengers feeling free to join in at any time. The conductors, Bert Grapes,
it the eastern end, and Bert Palmer, at the western end brewed a pot of tea
for their passengers, and sometimes found themselves babysitting a young child
on his or her way to visit relatives. The passengers would bring their own
sandwiches made at home for the trip. Sometimes, someone would begin to play
on a mouth organ and the passengers would break out into song.

The passenger coach was a combination car. The front half seated 34 people
and the rear half was the baggage compartment under the charge of Fred
Alexander. That ccmpartment, at one time or another, carried everything from
corpses to baby chicks.

Riding in the locomotive cab with the engineer, Arthur Cowe, and fireman,
Victor Martin, was a tricky situation. Any brave passenger there had a narrow
seat between an open window and hot boiler and the engine jolted vyou until
your teeth rattled. Talk was impossible. You couldn't hear a shout over the
roar of the locomotive.

Engines Number 30, 31, and 33 were familiar sights in the early and middle
years and Number 90 ran on the line in the later years. When the 1950's
dawned, the days of the rural railroad were numbered as roads and cars
improved, making the trip faster. The last passenger train was pulled by
Engine No. 238 on October 26, 1957, and express and freight were discontinued
in 1962,

The old rails have long since been pulled up and the ties scattered. The
train station was moved to the Hammond Feed Mill and later was sold again.
All that remains now 1is the wvacant rise of the former right of way. But,
4lways in the minds and memories of the older residents are those happy days
on the old South Norfolk Railway.

sSources:

Madeline C. Mutrie, Compiler, Tweedsmuir History of St.Williams. The St.
Williams Women's Institute. 1967.

"From Railway Station to Feed Mill", in The Simcoe Reformer, October 24, 1962.
Daughen, Kay, "Unique Rail Line Has Homey Touch", in The Hamilton Spectator,
June 20, 1953.

Reminiscences of Gerry Johnson.

Preceding Page:

The first St. Williams Train Station.
Bruce and Walter McCall are seated in
the jigger. Standing to the left are
John Brock and John Cope then "0ld Mr.
(Frederick) Cope", and, standing
between the heads of the brothers I
believe is Daniel McCall.

Right; Cully Price and Jack Tennant
standing beside the station house,

49
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The Railroad

The railroad that formerly ran through St. Williams was begun in 1884 ang
was originally known as the Collier Railroad. It was intended to run from Port
Burwell to Port Dover where it would 1ink up with the existing 1line frop
Hamilton. However, only three miles were graded when, in 1886, it was taken
over by the Grand Trunk Railroad. Rails were then laid from Simcoe to Port
Rowan, crossing St. Williams Jjust north and west of the village. The Station
Yard was cleared out of the brush on the east side of the Townline Road just
north of the Jim Johnson homestead.

Thus was born the South Norfolk Railway Company which served the disrict
for so many years.

A large two storey wood frame station was built beside the line, with the
ticket office and waiting room on the ground floor and Station Agent's
residence split between the ground floor and the storey above. The first
Station Agent was John Tennant and he ran the Station until his retirement in
1925. He worked first for the Grand Trunk Railroad, and then its successor
Canadian National Railroad from 1919.

The next Station Agent was a Mr. Malcomb who served for a short time.
During his tenure, in 1926, the old station building was dismantled. It was
replaced by the Forestvillestation building which was moved to St. Williams.
Our third Agent was Joseph Gray who remained until his retirement in 1937 and
he was then succeeded by R. L. (Dick) Thomson who stayed on until 1962.

The forty-three mile rural rail line from Hamilton to Port Rowan was St.
Williams' 1link to the world in the early days. Many a resident boarded the
train to Simcoe, Port Dover, and Hamilton, leaving the horse and buggy at home
as  they enjoyed shopping the bigger towns and cities. The Train Station was
also the starting point for many a villager's honeymoon.

The trip on the train was a leisurely one. The 1last word in locomotive
design in the early 1900's, the old engines rambled along at a speed rarely
exceeding 35 miles per hour. The notable exception was on the stretch around
Renton when it was on the New York Central line and then the old engine was
Ccranked up to 80 m.p.h. to keep ahead of the big express trains. However, it
would then settle back to 15 m.p.h. between Simcoe and Port Rowan.

The train would start out at Hamilton at 9:20 AM and pass through
Caledonia, Hagersville, Jarvis, Simcoe, reaching St. Williams about mid
afternoon. From St. Williams it continued to Port Rowan, the end of the line.
At this point the old engine was disconnected from its passsenger and freight
cars and chugged out onto a hand-operated steel turntable. This interesting
gadget was a circular structure about fifty-nine feet in diameter set in the
middle of a field. Once the engine was on the turntable, the train's crew
dismounted to take their places at the projecting handles then began their
march around the table until the great locomotive's nose once more pointed
back to Simcoe. Back out chugged the engine to be reconnected to its cars.

Once more the train arrived at the St. Williams Station and the east
bound passengers boarded for the long slow trip to Hamilton. On this stretch,
there was a side trip from Simcoe to Port Dover. Saving the need for using the
turntable at that end, the engine backed its cars from the Port to Simcoe.
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tween the presght’ schiemo anfl no’ the G-[' L. abnouricing that in cage
railway cowicction whatever, ' pither the Sonth. Norfoll Railway was built
‘naw or abany time in the futurs, Simcoe wonld bo made thie headquag-
* Tl i ¢ Vi. - i “ters of. the soathern’ terminis of the
_+The greater purt of, the monely fur-| f- & N."W. R., so. that traina for
. nighed by the Dominion Parliainent, .Hnmmgn And: thier ipoints lon that
the “Township of *Walsinghan, the |'road would starf from here. If Simefie.
(“"‘.‘,"fi Tk J}mll\-;ny_ Company and | would not grant the id, the company
the Lown o Shndoe, as $ell ag'thab | vould-have to adopt some othérstlemd
conifuibuted by the Township of Char- | o raise the necessary $5,000: Colonal
Jottpville. itaell, will. be dpent- within | Mubdb, of Dot Rowan, followed &vith
Jthealter Township. in purehasing | o well copsidered address, showing
right tof “wuyy wnterials fog ties, | how determined. weve the, people lof
- nidges, fences! in paynient for hire of | Sonth Welsingham to” have a railvay
teams, for \\'n;f;, ) and in a variely of | puilt—they -W;‘m in favor of having (it
30'-’”_’3‘ ways 1_’)' whic. the f-'}rm“{ﬁi--wi!" run to the cduuty town.; but.if-the
ba-dicech gainers. And this ?Hl‘ﬁ#’)fl" ipresent- scheme should fall’ through,
L:'."L']‘". l”o‘i,“"” be [’fr “‘"tl“_‘l‘l c‘]‘-"il"'i'l“d' they tould nssist any srond to: any.
within.n few- months, while the hoinl to geb railway’ munieatidn.
; o ; poin et railway com catig
|=')l=ll lff'-j 11;@}:}“_:;!1'3“ olflhlyc'debi | With hemid of & ranp, which had Tegn:
vil cinulmilesinnldoses oxip inrenarel by My, Soare,' ] showed the
: 3 AR, prepired by o are, Ho 't
onel Lwenty years; aud. will, i . | line seétinn of country. the road would
b paid Lo o laige extent--nsdbshould | gap, dind ho believed the great bulk of )
gy that posterity who will guin 18| the tradg¢ of- South Walsinghany ahd
nuen b ‘:thc prcs;(:nl_. .;;e.:mmhnn flmn_'l, Houghton whiclr now went to Tilson- \
the rnnning ‘!_f the rhilway: - v burg would be taken jo.Simeoe it the
y “A Chavlotteville tatepayer asgessell 2’.'“1 wn“\[?’?,.ﬂt]' Ml; slfiow‘llel.loé_if_:?rg_-
: for 81,000 will be called nponito pay-| 1}1:1\_900 *1”1“" VNG .:.c o ;”T. B..l_olr’
&2 90 per anriwm for this railyay ae- adereat t'lﬁ‘i ﬂ:?BtlT}T; o Fi“]-“ "B-(lie‘
" epoimadatioh for the néxt 20 years. Fm? "11‘_1205'0},}1({)_ 'IC_Sch;p:ncflrll.a-r:oﬁ,‘ :
S0 s searcely conecivable *that. any .m‘f‘ l“i“o'i‘ “"J“’&‘ ’é-"‘::‘ ng 'n‘f :
fartner within the disirict to bg served NGS5, 0LIIC L0, Mr. Spiton, miver,
, T, v} e peveed with . Mr. Browne} - Mr. John |
by the railway will not idirecply and Niel & o had T foubt i
. ovidently get n relurn in cagh each -.'lcl(cr.sml\ls'n_l. R0 B l?ut 418
yenr very mugh din excess, bl Lhig | Fom j‘?o':l_l h‘T‘J“lm l;oxlr}a m;l.l-“. F"c..l;al bg
© awmount; bub even if ho iy upable to lmtlcw‘itf’.' »‘_“}‘9 Jelaver ) "’“3 H(bo
_reb i juhmedinte eash vetuen for lils “‘]‘ : ’c'.t‘l,o-.“ !‘“‘ t-md-_mcﬁqhnntsl-l nd,
entlay, the indirect benefit he |will de- cmn;‘csl:(!f..-g L B, Ope t-‘llng ;
L vive from thedterdagsed value given Lo certain,” Elib road -was. lou

s, !‘:w(wﬁmd Lo eonvebient|market built;. and.if: it-did not come

B at hig (own door for all farm produce, it \'ouhl'rgo iclﬂd)vll.erc, apd t.hc.‘:f Sim:
[ reburn to him an ample. profit for s wou%d et dayiilan d l]ltll-_ngp_

willire

i radbway) investiment. assist tho road. Mr, M. O. Browh;

IR W el ol very f&rcibly‘_ advoeated the building

. i The preseait vilueof 32 20 'pm- year | of the rond, as he believed i’c would|be
< for 20, Yeauk 8827 42 Any| farmer).to the advantage of the budines

“who;desires 1 can without difficulty | of the town,‘v.nd;wmld':-tﬁé]:,
_“uring.thie conztruction of tha pailwdy, | ¢fit all classes of the commtinity
<mapke mote thafi that amount of clear | Robb said that the. propose
- yrofit by supplying some of the many | five [thousdand  dollars’wo
“iliings nlieadyennmerated required |'tate! @ ivery small -tax?
for purposes'of construction ; when he | only fifty “cents’on one
has:done so he-lias in reality received |lars of agsessp ent.. - Mr. Weé
betorefhand ‘in:Eash all “thay he will | of the opinion thi )
hiive to- pay during 20, yéard- for tho |'net: fully. un
railway; and he will have'ayd énjoy | ‘b
&all'the dircet and. indiréet-advantages | m
) el to" e
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Tlére wnd just & rirple nl e;h.hcmem’

* LD “L iad Collier returied from ':\Hn‘,-
York isst week and an "n:.'c;z:::i the fact
+1a1 he has not 1 Be with the L1 2. Shore

&Lj Port ILO“B" }!‘{, Fu riber &1"\'9"\"{)‘8’

mu.-a AY rk ”»r cl;:-c'ed

e e

T'r*e amcant of wheat rev"cz\ o1 in Llover
tr eshipment Jarng T.}:.e- Cweek etding
Saturday last was «re largest duritg ‘the

cars. DO We are- 1old by the

with him. Thank you Jem, we will ac
cepl \j;_g_-q_r,_‘g;-_t_’f_e_;; 38 therg s .&n\"h‘.nﬁ‘lefl of .

yua when you arrise bere.

-

We felt Tery ce-tain about our ‘electric:
balits Jast werk and thoaght about the
- peles n{'uzce byt "' & chanze nas  come
~'er tne spintof our dresln " snd we have
to take & rack scat. Dut wé ahall coutinue’
_to live in bope bope even if se nave 1o dic of de-

5p51r m 1Le L.MW

NO\/ embBT —ut'
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V& RAILWAY ACTS. fZﬁ\ﬁ

l. Tho following Billa having been read

tihe first titne in thie [einlative Anacin- |
s Lly of Ontario, huve e pererrerdoto thos

conunittenon pailwanys lor copsderation:
' Jort Ttoyub arl Lake Shore. |

rhis Bill crnpowers n Compuny to con
struct a lino frowmy i point ou Wiy Creck.
Walsinghnin ‘Lownahip, in tho Connty of
Norfolk, at or nent tho western teriniines
of the 1'ort Rowan and Laks Shoro Rail-
way, thenco along the north ,‘uhnra'of
Jake Krie' to the Villnge of Amhersfy
Lurg, or to Bar Point in Maldan Pywny
E ship, Fanex County, or Lo snine point on
| the itiver Detroit {n that county. Thb
\ capitnl stock is to bo Hivo hundred and
oighit Whousand dollars, 10 ba diviled
L into ﬁunllrml dollnr sharcs. Municipsl-
\jtien nlong thu line nre authorizeld 1o pAY
Cont of their gene ral funds their fair pro-
' torl.'mn of the preliminary axpenacs, o
i ve afterwirds refunded if. roquired ip
capital stack. 1t Fh“ thy Goupany
L power Lo Luild a Lo egraph line in con-
nection with tho railwny and to muke
| arrangemerts with other companies, ard
| Linds them to carry dry wood at three
| centn per milo per card, and green wood
't tbres cents per tod per mile. Tho
i customary provirions a8 to eminent do-
| main in refereneo W tho obtrining of
gravel; atone, cle., Ao innerted,

Porl Howananfl Laka Share. i

. The il rne-nnllng tha Port lawan
and lLeke fhora  Rotlway {lompany
IEL amends the chinrter in ceveral inpertant
pnrllcu\m'-. Tha Ve for the, gomplg’
tion of the railivay o extens b Lo el
yenes from tha paesing of the Act, The
Company are arthorized (0 alter the
route of tho railway no that ju may Pt
from 1'ort Dover westerly to o point ot | /\) Cf
g Ureek, in Waleinghintiy Township,: }_e cuar
slong a line within four tniles {rom For
" vﬁ_lo, ®i, Williams, Port Rowan an\
ort Joynl,  By-laws in alil’of the llne ]
by the mmﬁclphlhlu ol Porb Daver,
Chatlottorille and Walsinghatm aro lagals
llﬂda 1'| i ‘ I' b

! .n..-m.——--—-,.—‘ - .-—-—-.4.-4-.1-‘-0

l
l
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1
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i
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and nantmousiy exrried - Wherena it has ¢
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it Frart fell sorrow at the sad evect, and
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ite s record. Itis faaniiativ .
wionnoas O Neo 7.7 and was the Gret
sitesnto Wiarton, the portbern terminus
e Ueworoian Bav and Lake Erne Br.
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'liams all tiiree eulfines working on the
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) ' flew  ftrom sll available pointa evergrsams

Cand when itowas naneoy

Lwheich, . runs.

CRoewan,, Whe

cpany, whioot

Hara more

heen offered

conte of the strongest pre
|
H

wiich Lns put & ¢l
ik pocket. Try riuin

The ears bave now r

tretn watld Ar

tusl 11 wnas AU cnce 0

ad woeuid be nt

Cre
[he weather was

people from the viliag

A : 2 "an band at ths appoa
g resciation of condolence was submitted |

after four the trurin,

[ S R

Goters at il

dearad dellare

Mr .\:.:;é',—

vnctiend [ort

1 othat e £l

shipfest

and w

o oatnd viedng

el twe R

cunalstin )l wf thiree

locomotives and a sumber of box cares

moved in amid the ¢
N

hoers of tha —entr

crowd.  Toe train was weil [oaded witl

pevyple {rom Fimooe,

places along the 1
first engine were B
Foster, Dr. Stewart s
of the road.

Tha €5¢

lawingg =

MARY Meloids

o

Vittaria sl oilier

Pr doen the
¢ r Ixane
nd ot pr

which s oMheia by Rieown a8 thie Sontbe Nt

Lk R.‘U:\(v&_\ Conea
Shen Deeles wih s
thie 1nBLALCE il
L. T‘\e'Ra;'_ir\'\ e

‘

=»CTUE VEATS A

{a rosd alete ibhe whore of Lk

iweenn Port Doever an

Gty e L dhelxke sbore dmomoenci

i Tart

clpoe. Work was comneresd, and oo

culty mod woerk  was

juentiy the =
pany secured s ©
Simevs to Port i
-,\rcpr:fn«i thie e
nad been dore bv (W1

and the $50.000 suit 18 broz

ty the old company.

h Norfoik R.‘\i‘»'ﬁ\_‘

o
fingeinded S

baild & =sd fiom

w

the few company to pay for the work Joue

\ovember =7

ﬁ\)bf—%‘k ?Q\QM



G aneg ) Surdueo
aae sag b ARP-e-aue,, 0] UMOP D01AJIE PRGN 3U) JO 3SH D] pRORphG Sy A g Jo a8 o) pine a5 yona LR Ag aus o) 1y




— JARVIS AND PORT ROWAN

72 | 70 |Mlles| TABLE Ne. {() 64 | 358
P.M AM. Fastern Time AM. | P.M.
1 4.30+ 8.10{.. ~....LLv... Teronte.. OAr(t10.05t 8.17]......
31.25. .. .. Humllton . O '
t 5.45+ 9.20{. ..... ...8tuart 8t. =tn.. .|t 8.50't 6.40!......
_5.551 9 300 ..... _.King £t. Sta....|t 8. t 8.431 6.30(......
t 7.10:+10.55 0 ....... Jarvis. ... Ot 7.351 6.13 ... ...
...... 11.05({ 6.02, ..Renton...... 1.24) 5.00;......
t11.20( 10.57 ar Simcoe (LoopL.)iv(t 7.15% 4.48 . . .
AN IWEBOR 57 1v Simcoe (Loop L) ar|t 7.15f 3.30(......
Py. | 11.24 11.67..... Simcoe Jet. ....| 7.05] 3.28/ ... °
t8.13 11.35 13.4?..Slmcoe(GB&LE}9 6.50( 3.00..,...
/8.23 11.500 18,037 Vittoria. ..... 6.32| 2.45/ ... ..
8.33 1150 22 /3 1" Walsh .. ... \ 6723 2.32 17
8.38 12.09 24.76 ... .. Forestvills ....1 6.17] 2.220......
8.45 12 .15 27 28 .. .St. Willlams. ...} 6.100 2.121......
t+ 8.55412.28 30 .76 Ar. .Port Rowan I.v.t 8 00t 2 00

l!Snturdny only, § Sunday only. x D: 1ly execept Ratur
day and Monday. & No. 355 will walt at Canfleld Jet. for con!
Numbers against stations refer to tables g

Lci 5



By order 56,737, Nov. 16 last, the -
= Board of Trangport Commissioners re-
draced the C.N. Rys. application for
S authority to abandon operation of the
w Port Rowan branch, Simcoe Division,
# hetween Simcoe and Port Rowan, Ont.

“the order, written by Deputy Chief Com-
: missioner . N. Garceau, it was pointed
Joit that the line concerned was formerly period do. Do
the South Norfolk Ry., incorporated by ranting abandonment. AT
“Act of Parliament in 1887. Tt received

ibsidies totalling $144,000, of which
- $0: 000 was paid by the Dominion Gov-

tipalities served by the line. The con-
idition upon which the subsidies were alone.

least one train each way per day, with
gbroper accommodation for Tpassengers
“between the said Town of Simecoe and
The; said Village of Port Rowan’. penses 1
& The line was opened for operation in concluding his judg
§1880, and the judgment recorded that

e of untreated soft wood ‘and in poor
ndition. 1
1l-settled fayming country, producing

other farm products. Port Rowan is the
genter of considerahle industry, and some
?v,olume of fish traffic is shipped by_ex-
press. There are station agents at Port
Rowan and . at St. Williams. Counsel
ifor the municipalities, opposing the
- application, stated that the traffic before
“the depression was sufficient to permit
.the railway to operate the line profit-
Vably; during recent years the industrious

i diction.
“‘Revenue figures showed that. in the

":B_aid $55,700 in freight charges on traffic
._'ﬁh'ndled sver the branch, but during the

pe
‘sources credited to the branch and the
“balance of the system were only $66.476.

it that the depression years S0 reduced

In a judgment supporting

ent and the balance by .the muni-

nted was that the railway was to

operate said line of railway to run at Mr.
that th

cing necessary), and the ties, which
The territory served is 2

fly apples, small fruits, tobacco and

ulation of the region has worked
dily and successfully to increase Pro-

jod 1934-37 the revenues from al

cipalities pointed

to that of Deputy Ch}ef
‘Garceau, and statedi— In
the record indicates, very
increase in earnings may
laarly, that an inCrease ot yery neaé
future. 1 was very'favourably impresse
with the presentatmn made o behalf of
those opposing this applicatiom and
therefore agree that the application

. t e d."
should be dismisse s Stone P

- B o t
in the view that a‘nandonment was 10
lwarranted, and that the application

should be refused.

e——

view similar

C.N.R. Port' Rowan Branc

the volume of business done, by firms in
Canada and elsewhere, that railway busi-
ness was
that, with return to normal business
conditions, the firm in St. Williams and
other firms will be doing 2 volume O
business exceeding that of the pre-de-
pression years; 1

statements of the 1034-37 four-year
t disclose a gituation war-
operating
loss of $10,084 in 1936 was cut to $4,639
in 1937; he said that it was his under-
standing
exceeded
$1,000 at

e maintenance

and that

$6,175,
n that y

of $15,000 in wages,

for a certain per
venience and loss to the public.
s«Prom the facts

criticism
than real; the services rendered bv the
railway company cannot all be deter-
s and cents, and the line
d, more particularlv
f the larger revenue anticipated.
1d dismiss the application.”

" gStoneman took a

in view ©
“1 wou
Commissioner J.

h to Remain

likewise reduced. He claimed

Also, he said,

even the

that the May, 1938, revenue

that of May, 1937,
Port Rowan and St
Figures filed showed
traffic has been increasing sinc
Garceau noted in his judgment
of way and struc-
ture expenses on the line in 1937 were
the transpor
ear Wwere $8,476.56. n
ment, he gaid:—“The
abandonment. according to the opera-
tions of 1937, would mean an economy
of approximately $4,639 for th
company, but labour would incur & loss
with corresponding
logs in buying power and ill results for
trade and industry.

«Moreover, the transportation facili-
ties of this region would be disorganized
iod, resulting in incon-

by over
Williams
that the

e 1934.

tation ex-

e railway

above stated. it is
evident that it is in the public interest
for the railway to continue to
towards the development and
of this region, for which purpose it was
subsidized.

«The railway wa

co-operate T
prosnerlty

s justified in making
this application and in leaving to the
Board the decision regarding iis duty
to the public in connection with this line.
in order to protect itself against unfair

about deficits more apparent

Febeuary 1137
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The Port Rowan and Lake Slmﬂé
Railvay.

v Mg, Fmrnn —As every l-nm s thoughe
(Are at present occtyivd with deeds of Hr-\-(l
aud uectarnal visits of Ah rritde and death-

iy character, and tice worda  Lucsn ™ aml
s Donuelly ™ the ctilv Mfléll:;i‘br that meern ta

penvtrale lbe €8r. 1l in w‘;"c'ol.‘-' to te sup-

poesed that afew itenmie frora thia foeality,

[ topic of interest th:atis at presest alsartung

theléns I will prececd. The sl TtAnT

savourirg ui‘prur. and guictness, moll be !
pursned “l'h ALY YETYgrent intercst Ly the -
mazy readers of your vainalle paper. Never.

"the public mind, in the north part of the't

i Tewnslnp, 14 the propriety of cranting a

fbonus to aid in the construction of the wmnch
taiied of Port, Rowau acd L ake Shore Rail.
wav, .lmugh this thing is bem;, nguk«d
to vuite &n- eitent, the pﬁﬂple concerne:d
wil sureiy et have tiie maudae: £yt ask gt
Yat of ther n‘u-..ui ..t\' <1 find the work.

| irpmen anl faringrs keer iy alihve to therr

po~l o the granting of the bonus. T} ey
the farmefst mre situnted e Lvenjently to

| the Air Lize and Canada Southers Raiways

and Jdo not fewl dispr wed ¥ buorden them.-
selves with a heavy debt, especially in these

4

i
i

i

;

I}

|

i

i

;

i

‘, interests and consequer v TnarimLusly op-
i

|

P GeDrossihy Lines. 1t order o lenefil s uiogn.
St

!

he Lake tetween
Porte Rowan and Diover. - 1f the termunus
of the proposed road had been fixed at Port
I Burwell or still fartber went ac. the route
to extend through tre central part of the

el lew WL resi.de aiceg t

: Townpships of which th er antend aeking o
! tinus, t}:(-l‘“}';r:-_:e-c.l.-rs wouid Lave inet with
"2 hearty co-cperation in the work. from tie
¢ ratepayers of this Township gt lesst as ia
i would then be a beneSt o all buth rorth
' and south. **As the matter now stands o
| aak the Feopie, north of the centre of the
fTr:umqhips throcgh which Jbhe road is 1o
Pass, to grasta bonus L this company wouid
sim;ly be asking them' to €xpend- a-large
'mom‘.t of hard earred money for which
t.‘wv eould TGeVEr expect to gt valoe receiv-
) g ) A Fazwrn,

Larngton Feb. 23rd, 1850,

.y
halinge o

F'E\O(‘uq;‘a e
\&0
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SOUTH NORFOLK RAILW AY. .

Tiere ave some points in connee Liu:n
with the South Norfoll Rnilwzy scheme
that it wonld be well for ln'npm-lt.\‘;
_r;'."rlc;;';a' in 'C.lm.rlu[t(;villr-. to ponder,
h{_-fq}‘l&;_.dccidim,; to east their ballats
:’l},—:.‘lil].‘:{'th(’ Ly-law to be subroitted to
their vates on the 17U May instant!

" The Dommion Darlinment tas
granted o subsuly of ;

. . |
for thie 17 wiles between Port Rewan

and Simecoa, or o total sum of 354,400,
Soutl Walsingharehas grauted o bo-
nus of £40,000, and- althongh about

cleven miles of the railway will he.

within Charlolleville, that township

is only askud to contribute 5'.’.(],%0;

thwards the eonstinetion of the road,
I other words, althongh considerably

move than hedf of the road will! e,

within Charlotteville, and much more
than helf the money spent in building
the road will be spent in Charlotie-
ville, yeb Charlotteville s only asked
lo contribute aboul oncsisth of Lhe
cost of construction.

It has. been oticially announted
thal for the pressnt no more subsi-
divs will be :_;.:_';ml-'wl iregr the Doroin-
v Preaspry i abd of railways s nd
Tthad in fhture such aid will only be
siven Lo IilupurL:mL through lines. It
i svident therefore, thal if ‘the pres—
éntseheme miécumca, ant 1 ab some
fulure time an aitempt should again
be tande to pive the South Norfolk
furmer the anilway conneclion le so
mueh needs, the fulnee 1:1'mncl.cL" will

"nave o pmvi:.lu £54,000 more [than
the present Board :'vrlﬁirl:s; Lo fnynish
in order to Houl the 1!l]lll:l'l:ll(lh;glr'.:l.]'l

atilition hat would vendyr nll (:ﬁl:uu:n
of susecss ntlevly hopeless, 18 would
seemn, Uiercfore, that the choice 3 be-
{ween the present scheme and no
railwiy  eouneclion wlever, either
now or aoany tne i the fulnres,

The preiter jau
pishiead by the I
e Townshine of 0\
Crrnd L Ll

e ey lor-
uon Pavlintent,
sinehan, the

y il
that

Citaed, waitlo b dpent willine
v Township in purchusivge
pehit ol wiy!  malerinls for ties,
i i, fenees, in payment for hire of

i,omned oo of

other witys by
b ddireet gainers. And ths ¢
e, oo, will he of aetnad e

sithin o few oontis, while the l:n;\::-

a00 per mile

which the furmers wills

{8
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. The meeting ealled by His Worship
Mayor Luscombo last - Wednedday
‘night, for the purposo -of congidering
the Youth Norfolk Reilwey scheme,
was fairly dttended by i;hg,rntcpayeré

of-the town. The Mayor: occupred
the chair, and after a fow preliminary
emarks. codled upon the President of
the Yaad, A. McCall, Tsq., to address
fhe mecting. That gentleman then
e_rlterétI"ixxto a- history of the under-
talking. He stated that the scheme
had been started by av-dr. Soare, C.
E.,_’nftori‘ {fne Collier failure, who or-

ganized a comprny of Ottawa gentle-

incn, but as they were not capitalists, |.. ...

selicrae “which they could not "carry
out; they hunded it over to Col. ‘Tis-¢
dale, “who formed a loenl company,

and suceeeddd in indueing the Domin-
ion Uiovernment to grant a subsidy of
53,200 o wmile, Col. Tisdale waited
npon Mr. Hickson, Manager of the
G. T, R., who stated tliat company
would undertake the building of the
proposod rond provided it got $65,000
in addition-to the Government subsidy.
The rond weuld be 17 miles long, and’
to brild it there would be expended—
Govermient subsidy, 334,400; honus
from municipalities, $65,000; by the
G R, Co., 868,000—making o total
of 3187,400—the G. T. RR. to put on
the rolling stoek aud operate the line.
The povisional directors found this
was the obly arrangement they could
make that would insure an carly com-
pletion of the project, and they finally
decided to ask Lhe people of Walsing-
ham Ior 240,000, Charlotleville for
320,000 and Simeoe for 55,000, The
clectors of South Walsinaham had
plready granted the 240,000, and a
by-latw wonld be” submitted fo the
jatepavers of Charlotteville on the
17th inst., swhieh would, e had no
doubt, be carried, as the people of that
township; live those of South Walsing-
lram, were determined ¢8 have railway
facilities.. This meeting had ‘ been
called~ to lay -the matter before the
people of Smmeoe with the view of
getting a bonus of 25,000, which wonld
complete the scheme -and insure a
apeedy couslruction of the road as a
portion of the G, T. system.. He nn-
derstond the G. T. Co.- intended to
bridge. the creele at Port Dover this
gummier, so that trains could be inter-
changed on the G0 B, & L. 15, and IL
& N. WL Divisions. - 1le Loped to lny
before the clectors of Simeoe in o few
days o lotter from the management of
the (- ') T2, announcing that in eake
e Sonth Norfalk Railway was built
Shmene wonld be made the headquar-
ters of the soathern terminus of the
1. & N. W. I, so that trains for
[Tamillon aud- other poiuts on that
rond would start from here. If Simebe.
wonld nol grant the aid, the company
would hieve to adopl some other schemné
Lo,raise the neeessary §5,000. Colanel
of Dorl, Rewan, followed with

Mabath,
a well considered nddress, showing
o determined were the people of
Senth Walsingham to” have a railway
builte-they were in favor of having ‘it
pun o the connty town; but if -the

- ipresent scheme shonld fall threongh,

they wonld st any sroad to any.

poinb to geh railway comimunication.
pEU ] T . B B O B

and founds they had ‘undertaken a”




e regalar lorinishitly mecting of they

[ . . . !
| Shmeos High Setuil Literary and Musical |

Lo "Mr, (oo, Baymond’s sale anl o

1312

for _Tilsouburg, which is dntended 1o iz

; Soprpty, W Lelid tast woeek in the Assemnbly
broom, . The reom wak 28 usanl  crowded.
Pt wpecial festure of the _plternoon was,
Cthe wddition equtest between ten High
! Schoal pupils and the same fhumber of

i Mondel Sc!mo_l—-tn.iem'l.' Speed and ncearacy

1 were botlr tested, and the excitemeunt of 80 | hewn offered before.. . Mr. Raymond

Keen » competition ' Alatered” somse of the |
adders not a little apd hindered them-in |

their work: Aftar three ** heats” the 8core ! hig pocket.  Try »sain e, Ant

|

%

‘ ctood ¢ High School, 830 Model Schgol,

l;‘;‘.\(). Mr. Mather acted as director. I'leﬁn.d-‘
(0w erepiverr by MTT - Farlingand”

\ Aiss ML Pettit; Misases Wallace and Jones

|

e

contributed an instromental duel &nd7jT

| Gertie Duncan s solo.  Number six af Vol.
lsix of the H. 8. * Mirrior’ was read by the
Seeretary, Belote adjournment the foliow-
ing resclution of condolence was submitted
‘and tuanimously eurried :—Whereas it has
pleasedan all.wise Pravidence ta: reniove

from. smongst vy by dsath; the late Miss
M rile Upper, s'useful and ‘eateemed mem-
wet of this mocicty. and an  exemplary and
promising pipil of this school, the. Simcoe
High School Literary and Musical Society
desires to place on record an expressiou of
1its hegrt-!o.—it norrow at the sad eveat. and
| to convey totbe parents. brother and sisters
! of the decensed its warmest sympsthy snd
f&:iiﬁlﬁat'"ﬂm-ﬁrrﬁwmw—mar
! ihat her lor{g and try‘iAng illness was borne
i with- that cheerfulness and amisbility of
‘i dispasiticn o cb aracteristic of her,and that |
rshe died in the hope ofa blessed resurrection.
| Qrexito oF 1aE 8. N R.—On Friday the !
} {ust moike of the S.N.R., conuecting Pot
Rowan, the meffopolis of the prospective
‘ Township of Soath Walsingham with the
lr_ Sounty town, was driven with s ;:'req ﬁou;'-
|
!

ich of trampets and the first traiu entered
_yb_gliildge: being greeted with the h_uu.s's
of » ihousand peopie assembled to do honor
| 10 the inportant event. Me. J. C. Boyd.
'} who h'u_ct;arge s5r the Grand Trook of the
(trackluying aud ballasting, with hie castom-
Pary thougbtfuluess, provided & coaple of
{ box cars st e Simeoe Statiqn and issoed
| au juvitation for & free ride to all the brsi.
| ness men of Bimcve “who desired to go op
| to witness the rejoicinge of the: Rowanites.
| The iuvitation wes liberally takenp advaut-

| o of, and at 2.40 lm: the train roikd out

) - v
| 1 tne Simcos Staticn- both can well filled }- " ihe $50.000 suit

| with prominent citizens. - The locomotive
j wes driven by engineer Ross and the tfain i
| was id charge of Condoétor: Rapley.- "The
| former hae guite § record. Itis tacutiaty
| known as 0id No.-7,” sod wasthe first
| enginginto Wiartoo, the porthern terminus
I of the Georgian Bay and Laké Enie Ry-

! h’h.\d s like hooor st Forl Rowan on Fri:
I'dav. At the stations slong the line many

! additioos were made’to the p.:lﬂlé!uﬂ-
! Additioual cars wece pat om. - Ak-St- Wil

licmos all thres: snigiase working on. he

lend, intimating that A 1R dud not ape
preciate ralway tacilities. M r._i{-\_\'m-.".:.-l'r
shildren live in the Burg or. he would pot ‘
have sold, but “the certainty of railway
fucilitiss enabled bimn to gor & thoasand

oy
Wes I,
one cf Li)e strofigest promoters of e road !
which hli-put's—'elc-.ar thonsand dellams ‘in

dollars mora for his farm ‘thau ba he

bus.’

The cars bave now reached Fort Rowan.

_f;nd \':lg_n_git_w_n._arlm_muucml that the Arst
train would arrive at 4 pm, oo’ Friday
lust v wws at once. manifest that s Taryge
crowd would be nt the station at'that tire, -
The weather. was fine and rﬁo_aj,,.{}‘l—‘-t-be
people. from the villags and vieinity were.
on hsnd at the‘_ar,‘\poimé&itime. Shortly i
after _four the train, ‘cousisting © [.%m:ell
locomotives and s pumber of box ears, !
moved in amid_the cheers af th ~entire !
crowd. - The train was well loaded with |
people from’ Simooe, Vittoris and other
places along the" line. Promincut on tllel
first engine were B. Killmaster, Isuac
Foster, Dr. Stewart and other protcoters |
oftheroad. - S !‘
The Glob¢ of Mondsy contains the fol- |
lowing :—* Tue bouth” Norfolk: Railway.
«hich _rana- between . Simcve and: Port !
Rowan,, was opeoed on Thursday with
‘many rejoicings. Next day the -company
which is officially known ss the Sonth Ner-
Folk Railway - Company. Wwas perved by
Sheriff Deales with a writ for 850,000, ot
the instance of the Port Rowsn & Lake
Shaore Railwny (ompauy:- The latter com: |
pany, of ‘which Col. Collier w pr'csiéent.
#0IDe jre&rilngé.- secured a charter to build |
» rozd aloux the shore of Lake Erie.‘be-]
iwean Port Duover and Port - Rowan, sl %
‘contipuing slong-the lake shere from.each |
place. Work was commenced, and cighl:
miles of road. reaching from. Port Rowan to
Foruh'ﬂiu. wa .:r.«fed.-,— QOwing 1o the
fact that the promised money, was beld
hack the compaoy feii into ﬁnu;ciné difh- !
culty and-work was suspended. S abai, |
quengly the Soath Norfolk Railway com- |
pmfuc}ired a charter tobaild & rosd from !
Gimeos 1o Port Rowan., -This comppy, &ps,
propr wied the eight miles'of grading rhn.h

Tad been AoDE b yEat Collier’s. eom;:m;,1
is ‘brouoght to .compel l

the géw compazny 1@ pay for the work done
by the old compaay. " Mo o

P i
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" Uncie Rheuban Welcames the 131 Tran
= inte von ﬂo,.
Werd U ol passed uu-ml'.hu aetlie —
meut that the Brat train wuahl rewch ©
Purt Muwao station ot Toesday after
seon et 4 pon. wnd everybaly mest le
thure Lo sce. E
-Now Aot l acuab Lad sever seen s
|._nmm ve, uvely pictores ol faal e
presses T on posters aod such hhe Ste |
in nosiay at howe xedv, Lever @ies aos
piace ouly 1o port, s we talbad tle
ter over the pight bofure and aie |
Cupovarrminds too g o the T epwning,
T oam the slete hecpers say oin Aerr e
culars they setnd us twice & year |
—ir.\h;]\ Al 1230 [ backed ool it
' rou, Noali's Ark,” e 3ot
Loen mccennt ol e Joe sery
tratepurtatiovn, more thau s res
istce to the one i the piciore - .
o and Litcted Pelly Aun therito. Wihe
owe reactal lnueererybRIT R T8
in ote directien and ae we joined
throog the teye shinuted = Free buss 1o
the Statieo rLd ikl huowiigly o 3 RS .
a demwucr ad abesdof as | bat Vout
Havuah nays to this—day 11 was ua (hey
“ennt, and 1 enrit ctanne Lor cpinii
arETy Rt =
I ted Pully Aoo to a telegraph pole i
“ ke fence ci-uer oo the 1cad sud we
wulked 1010 toe statiou yard on f
1 had my dochta alwut tle.u <re
ever secing the cnrs either, and | dui et
lowlepnal to-Hretero of lotiog ulter
two akitish critters, wlack 13 a joke oo
Acut Haunah, Tle stauon bunse was
£lled to the ool with speclaturs avd the
grovnd was coverel wih uvther pevple
D waitivg for the lst.traid tu come .
| walked down the track a little way
—xoduoticed a surprcivon looking Rentle.
wan f(astecing what loked like door.
kuobs oo the ruii: ®ith pleces of .
sputed L at coce for & dyonmiter who
was goiog W blow op the trao. i
My Frstimpression was to kili hin, |
bat when [ looked icto the matter | T
cotcloded bis i wewlt was 30 pounds ® |
and my avermge 1s ocly 183, thoogh
Acet Hannoah w,iohie WAS mhach S
p. sull 1 hoogtt the eadiest way
“the besteo | maked biorif e bad per- !
socal feehogs axmivst any of the road }
oficials. He said ouly feehicn of aduar-
aticn. I then ankead tam il La voted for
the bonas, e looked mad and from the
way be acted I koew Le did'nt. bet l
was boond te So’ cot whby be wanted
to blew a whole traio of carm auto
cleruity, 8o | intimated that be most e
s hears taxpayer; he said be gueswei
be wah beary enonzh. As | thick of 1t
now | believe he meant that for a jnke,
,bet il was a sad time to givet for just
" at that mroment the train came 1o
I ran madly dowo the track shoan
and waviog mwy bands and aros, bot iu
“wain, .o rusked three locomotives:
bitchéd to a train of liying freight’ |
long icto ‘thoss lorpedces, and it ‘
scems hke a dreatw, vat tbere oo the:
.cow catcher of the bead—engine sat’
_the Doctor and blame my eves if it
" was'nt Uncle Ben ti:at was the engine;
. driver—1I thoogbt of all be'd dove to xet ; |
the road sod pow that he should be the. |
_man to ran tha lat truin to Jestroction \
|
|
|

RIS

wag more than I could thiok ahouat,
bang-bang-bang it seemed as il 20 cap-
: pocs were goicg ofl at coce as the train
corered with evergeesns and faye rvde

"slowly a0l salel¥ to the end of the track )
amnd shouts of everybx<ly and fme.—
. It took me ten minuies o find Annt CthQ ¢

Harcah on top of a loaber pile holdiog
"a boemd op in fooot of her sbeoticg mar-
"der and barmh for Uccle. Pen txrrs

aboat jost then the Presidant of the road

discovered that there was cre more
. spike to be driven to fnish the track
and it was & graed and awfal spectacie
. to see the old epgice driver bare headal

" and bare baiked drivigg the Eut balt to
! ijta Testicg p-lar:e. E
| Then éame the beat part of sll—some-

.+ boldy opeoed a harrel of been in a car
: { near me and, and 1t was verj' goad beer
froo.

"I Acit Hancah fonod me a.fLN- a while,
;nbe drove Pollr-Arn héme aod I slept

+ peacelzlly by ber side.

It was a gloriocs day.

Usax Rercas.

! .
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.} 3 I ST In 1 hotlow
e corslabie cominyg crswis opooR hosiow

tree =0 be beats the conatalie adl hodlow

sorporateat meeling was beldjin An

cnos o Haidl

cut the

noread

rotn Alr. Gimoere, Clerk of the

ntothiat b was ratlier too

throuth (Lis sewniln, & . N
4 TR,
stall be abie to tnoarpor

tmcipal Act ax e Towe

=i rasiway men want !

Lomes ablo cice and they all bave large

fniidien ; they will add at least tharty tacar

fepuintion.

o The South Norfolk Haciway s more than !
watisfaciony iz every wav.  The time tatle

hade suits. The

cers are preal favernites. The conductur
~ - sbm ve - i e PR

vreryisdy thinks s

one L

ever saw.,  Stabtion Tsres 18 the

rbl tan lor the

Talft pince, agrecsbie
ot wenvmtnodating, and evidently ander

ciands bsbusine=s, and if we cnp ooy
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1 1 I o T
Cheey driver Howe o we abiall te misde tp.
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|
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Mr WU Steafiia,. oL ond fowLanen, hing

dowrpe of the baggsge and fresghit, whach

amai e eversk v, Ratlnoad Tadéen w

 Bervafler Ix alreealds paid.

e enstinltier fvom the late storm are
uew Dat disastross, thoagh no lives were
its. Thue FPomcnher. 3 T, Lerd, wh

wars aafely anchorey np thie Cazal broke

s and of her She

> & banting, as lots of
g over the hav oin that
direclio b fr. Albert Hutckinsoz hald
three baris prrwfed! 2nd many others
Jown

Rrumked dows

Pave bwer oonrafil o b

. and a

sreat deal of

sand some szear buahes are Lall nslienad

wol

, . e = o nuary
B\)o&\k \j

Qe 1889



