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The
steam

locomotive seen here has sat
abandoned for over 100 years.
Used in construction of the CPR’s
famous Spiral Tunnels that
bypassed the problematic “Big
Hill", when this project was
completed the engine was simply
left behind.

Built by the Baldwin Locomotive
Works in Philadelphia
Pennsylvania, this Mogul (Whyte
system 2-6-0) was originally
owned by the North Western Coal
and Navigation company of
Lethbridge Alberta. That line was
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' Chris “BIGDoer” Doering & Connie Biggart
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Writers - Journalists - Researchers - Photographers

. Historic, industrial, weird and quirky cultural subjects and wilderness pursuits.

Chris & Connie, curious souls with insatiable appetites for fun, leaming and adventure,
i explore their world and experience life, documenting it all as they fravel well off the beaten
¢ path.

 This website is one big "About Us".

Chris & Connie and BIGDoser,com, have produced pieces for..

Travel Albenta, Tourism Saskaichewan, Hello BC, Travel BC, Buzzfeed, City of Calgary, City of
. Edmonton. Municipalily of the Crowsnest Pass, Panasonic Lumix Cameras. Canon G Series
Cameras, Cancn EOS Cameras, Air Canada, Glebal Television (Calgary and National),
Alberta Ministry of Transportation. BC Ministry of Energy and Mines, Explore Magazing,
Canadian Geographic Sociely, Canada.com, The Canadian Encyclopedia and countless

others.

And a HUGE riumber for private individuals, museums, historical groups and non-profit
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~ constructed to tap the areas coal organizations.
reserves and was built to the non- §

. | slandard gauge of 3 feet. Other ! s

= major rail lines in Canada were all

- built to standard gauge (4.8 1/27).

Narrow gauge lines like this were
not terribly common in Canada

and while they offered some

Serving up POP Hislony

perceived benefits (lower cost of {(Mmmm. yummy bite-sized pieces)

construction being one), they had
BIGDOER?

Pronounced big-door; a compound {or portmanteau) word arrived from the names Connie
BiGgari and Chris DOERIng, remember, that always-on-the-go couple who run this piace.

several major disadvantages too.
An example being the exchange

of freight between lines — the load i
! Unsure where to begin? Try this page...

or freight had to be physical
. BIGDoer.com sitemap

transferred from narrow gauge to
This site is an sngoing work in prograss. There are reguiar updates in the form of new adicles,
and revisions and corrections {yes, we mess-up} o old ones. Of course, we always welcome
input from our readers.

standard gauge cars at the
interchange point. A laborious and
costly undertaking.

Images and content are copyright Chris & Connie and BiGDeer.com, uniess otherwise noled.
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Serial number 7717, this engine i . .
! Professional Services.

was constructed in November i
1885 as NWC&N T‘Iumber #6 N e e e =2at = E ey S
Unused after the line was T T

standard gauged in the 1890s, it
was late sold to the MacDonnell

and Gzowski Construction
company. This organization was
responsible for building of the
Spiral Tunnels and this locomotive
along with some others toiled at i
this site for a couple years. They

were used to haul spoil from the

Crowsnest Pass South Mist Hills

tunnels and materials and ! tHahahd How—
supplies in. Greenhill Hotel
i
Once the project was completed
in 1809 this engine was 3
unceremoniously dumped on a
side spur. It has been stripped of PR ERE———
seme:parts:and ks not sureifthis ? Popular Search Tags . OVER 5300 comments and growing...
was done at the time of T setiaesy i R e S Sy B A A 50
abandonment, or if later a bando Ned sanffbike ChrisBIGDoer on Champion Alberta
scavengers did this. It's also on its Bow Valley brldge el FiscneromShnmplan Slbers

ChrisBIGDoer on A Big Red Bamn, CPR
SD40-2F 9005

ChrisBiGDoer or Canadian Pacific

' British Columbia
Calgary Canmore Cars cave
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side and it's assumed this was to
allow access to the parts that
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were removed. Or maybe it simply
derailed when being shoved down
the line? Contrary to some
romanticized reports this is a NOT
the remains of a runaway train.

No evidence can be found of the
cab but it was likely made of wood
and has simply rotted away.
Surprisingly, some woaod on the
pilot is still intact as is planks on
the tender decking.

There were one to two other
iocomotives that worked on this
same construction project, one of
them being the sister engine to
the one seen here (NWC&N #7).
Their disposition is a bit sketchy
and nothing definite could be
found by this author, only some
rumours and speculation. Given
their age at the time, along with
that they were small narrow
gauge engines means they likely
didn’t last long afterwards. That
would be a good bet.

The Spiral Tunnels were an
important and costly project and
this allowed the CPR to finally
abandon its famous Big Hill.
Incredibly steep (by rail
standards) the line was a major
bottleneck and trouble spot and
construction of the tunnels
alleviated a number of nagging
problems. To a degree anyway,
and even today this is the
steepest section of the CPR
mainline. Trains here travel very
slow which means the line is often
at times very congested. Certainly
it's one of the more challenging
sections on the entire railway.

Be sure to comment on this

post {below pictures).
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Ogilvie Wooden Grain Elevator Society

Please help save the iast Cgilvie grain
glevator in Albertal

BIGDoer.com on Facebook Us on
social media.

Bob Spirko's Road Not Taken The
godfather of scrambling, he summils

dozens of mouniains each year.

Qil Electric Qil Eleciric — the name given

to early diesel locomotives. Railway
and interesting indusirial subjects.
Hank's Truck Forums A great place to
discuss old trucks with lots of piclures.
Forgotten Alberta Sights and Stories of
the Southeast.

Trackside Treasure A greai train blog!
Confessions of a Train Geek Sharing
his tove of rains.

Sharpeshots Amazing photograhy
Fargotten British Columbia Exploring
BC's long forgotten past We confribiite
to this site.

Robert S Pahl...photographs, iravels
and stuff Shoots film in a digital worid.
Broken Rails Box Car Blog Tales of
working for the CPR
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Be part of the action! Share, comment, paricipate!

following the "Walk in the Past”
trail that starts from the Kicking
Horse camp ground just east of
Field. It's not a hard trail, but I've
never seen anyone on it, except
for bears that is.

The North Western Coal and
Navigation Company was
subsequently folded info the
Alberta Railway and Coal
Company. Later this organization
changed its name yet again to the
Alberta Railway and Irrigation
Company — adding the St Mary's
* River Railway to its holdings at

_ ¢ that time. The railway also owned

: coal leases and irrigation canals,
but we'll leave those for another
time. Are you lost yet? Finally in
1912 the whole mess was leased
to the Canadian Pacific Railway
for 999 vears. The former
NWC&NC line is now the CPRs
Taber subdivision and the
locomotive seen here would have
operated along this line which
stretched from Lethbridge to
Medicine Hat Alberta (nearby
Dunmore actually).

The images here were scanned
from 35mm prints and were taken
in 1992, 1t was a dreary fall day
and the pictures reflect a gloomy

feeling.

To see what the locomotive looks
like in 2013, follow this link...
CPR's Big Hill revisited.

One of our passions is railway
archaeology and to see some
posts on this subject, why not click
these links...

Bridge hunting — Bullpound
Alberta.

Hanna roundhouse and turntable.
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Bankhead Alberta ghost town. !

If you wish more information on
_this place, by all means contact
usl!

Date: September 1992.
Location: Near Field BC.

Rules of exploration: don't
knowingly trespass and &
take only pictures. §

Invite/Suggest/Collaborate -
Using Content - Contact

Please LIKE and SHARE... |

BIGDoer.com on Facebook!

The locomotive has sat here for
over 100 years.
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