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EASTMAN, QUEBEC NOVEMBER 1, 1907

Canadian Pacific D-10 784 had in its few short years had an eventual life,
it had been only one of the few CPR 4-6-0's built as camel-back steam engine
constructed to burn the western Lignite coal. The experiment had failed and its
center cab had been removed and now looked very much the standard CPR D-10

It was the afternoon of November 1%, 1907 engine 784 was making its
third trip since its conversion and was running on the Eastbound local from
Farnham to Sherbrooke. The CPR route had left the level St Lawrence Plain and
was now climbing into the Canadian Appalachian's. In the cab were Loran
Draper of Sutton and fireman Hugh McKinney of Richford on the Vermont
border. The front-end brakeman was Clarence Sturgeon.

Eastman was on the edge of agreat valley of the Missiquoi River. It had
been an obstacle to railway construction twenty-five years earlier. The first
railways had climbed down the valley walls and then exhaustingly climbed right
back out. With the arrival of the Canadian Pacific on the scene in 1887 the old
routes were abandoned, in favor of better gradients and construction standards.

A great wooden trestle was built across the valley sixty feet high. During its
construction a high wind blew the bridge down. The Orford Mountain Railroad
running north and south ran under this trestle through the valley village then
climbed to a connection with the CPR at Eastman station. :

Engineer Draper slowed the 784 as it came into the Eastman station it met
the west-bound local and saw the red flag at the station a standard warning that
another red flag would be ahead indicating a construction site ahead. Conductor
Angus McLeod had joined the crew in the cab then scrambled up the coal
tender and out on to the freight cars to the safety of his van. Clarence Sturgeon
sat for a while in the fireman's seat talking to the crew as McKinney added to
the fire. Past the station but before the bridge was the second red flag. Draper
slowed the engine and stopped briefly. so some construction supplies could be
loaded onto a flatcar. The brakes were again released and by later accounts had
not given the engine steam. Brakeman Sturgeon crossed the engine deck to the
gangway as he looked down on the village of Eastman below. All accounts both
on the engine and those who viewed the train from below the train was
travelling only four or five miles per hour, Draper had control of his engine
784.

Then it fell!




People in the village looked up towards the falling explosion as the wood
bridge collapsed without warning under the 140 tons of the engine as it fell with
tremendous force into the end of Silver Lake then sank. It pulled with it car
after car. Four coal cars crashed, then two boxcars of grapes followed by a box
car of flour and wheat. The train-lines now split and the air brakes now went on
automatically saving the tail-end of the train along with Conductor McLeod's
van.

All three men were in the cab when the engine hit the water and sank but
Brakeman Sturgeon was still alive but at his first recollection under water he
was pinned in coal, mud and water. Engineer Draper was next to him in the
mud but as each of the cars fell from the trestle and crashed into the sunken
wreckage it released him little by little and when the last boxcar hit it caused
the engine and tender to jack-knife and he was released and with aid from the
shore was pulled to safety. Efforts to reach the other crew-members for they, in
the cab were enveloped in mud. It was Sturgeon who could give witness to the
exact events in the cab. The engine was fully under the command of Draper and
at four miles per hour the engineer was blameless. The bridge just collapsed.

A few days later divers were able to recover the bodies of the poor engineer and
firemen. Stuck inthe mud filled cab the bodies were said to be so natural,
fireman McKinney had a fire poker in one hand and a bunch of oil waste in the
other and engineer Draper was found with one arm out the cab window and the
other on the brake-valve. At their posts. ‘

The CPR started to find a way out of the split in its line to the Atlantic,
just as the winter rush was about to start. The CPR Engineering Department
started constructing a line using part of the roadbed of the Orford Mountain
Railway down one side of the valley and a new line up the other side so that
the break could be mended temporarily. The Halifax Express was sent from
Farnham south to Newport Vermont and then north over the Boston and Maine
Massawippi Valley line to Sherbrooke.

One account states that with the train wreckage and the bridge wreckage a
person could walk around on top of the lake. The freight cars were being pulled
out and local business men made deals for the coal and wheat. The local
boarding house was full of workers serving as many as two hundred meals per
day.

Engine 784 still sat submerged and the first and largest question. What had
happened? Brakeman Sturgeon and Conductor MclLeod repeated and repeated
engineer had the engine under control and it had not derailed on the bridge.

It was the bridge.



The bridge, this long wooden frestle built to stretch across the whole valley.
Every person knew it just blew down one day while under construction. The
CPR had taken great pains at inspection and maintenance it would be revealed in
the inquest. The Railway had filled in large sections in recent years. Seven
hundred feet of fill at the west end and five hundred feet at the east end.- The
center section had a great amount of fill that also served as a firebreak. That
very day a gang of men had been working on repairs.

The first culprit suspected was the filling a year earlier had the effect on
August 10th, 1907 at 5:00 PM of the earth fill “took a shove.” but then the
experts said their was no misalignment to the rails or timbers from this event.
The newt issue was that piles had been driven into the mud years earlier and
sill caps were put across them. Water now submerged these cross timbers could
this be the cause.

CPR Bridge Foreman Griggs gave testimony about the care and ‘inspection
of the bridge followed by CPR Bridge Master J. D. Clark. The Inquest started to
take aim at the piles way under the bridge.

The last to give testimony were the Engineering Company that built the original
bridge twenty years earlier. It was the son of the Engineer George Smith
explained that the point where the engine fell gave them problems, the bottom
was “quick sand” and that two fourty foot piles had to be bolted together to
make an eighty foot pile and he was still uncomfortable years later that these
long piles went down and in too easily. He blamed the soil condition that could
allow the pile to twist and the submerged piles and cross sill caps would have
gone undetected until the weight of 784 was slowly on that spot. The Inquest
concluded that the Cause was the Nature of the Soil.

SHERBROOKE NOVEMBER 19, 1907

A freight train set out cars in the Sherbrooke terminal area and a crew
member failed to turn the switch for the main track. Passenger train No. 209
ran into the siding and collided with the cars. Engineer did not notice the
switch in time to come to a stop. Two passengers , and two Mail Clerks, plus
the. Conductor, Engineer and Fireman were injured :
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Bourges, France, Nov. 4.—While a
cart was conveying loaded wshells to-
the testipg grounds here Baturday, "7
of the shells esploded. The driver of
the cart and an escort of eight priv-
ates and one non-commissioned officer {
were killed, and the remaining soldier,
who was riding in the cari, was sev-
grely injured.
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y, Chas. Welcome,
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220 W, Bhilson.
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been caused drowning.
succeeded in
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iThers

and

The diver
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the C. P R. for all the coal that canbe.

got out of the river.
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surements, plumbing, etc.
maining trestle
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ter, Traiamea Téstify, There Was]
‘restle — Engineer Draper Had
‘rain “Cou lht Have lBul

Bridge Forethan C
in Collapse.

_ 5 f ;

he by tlie engineer on the down ‘grade
‘u-  botween the stotion znd the trestle”
wx- und released before reaching ‘the west
i~ end of the ‘wrecked bridge. ™ At~ the
“ime of the accident the *train
Crolling dree ond not held by brakes.

o Axked if wlow order was issued on ac-

- vount of the men at work ‘on bridge, .
he 'he replied that so far on ‘he knéw,, it
- was.  He was sure he felt -the brakes |
st on-belore going op the trestle and |
wg | releasid again, The next time he felt

‘he | the nir opplied the curs were

ly, |down into  the river. . The hfcak'mg
y {aport of the train would .put on ‘the

Ihrakes without the engineer doing so.
he- | He saw no men on the west end of the

aud | trestle.  Flags weve for the
1 of | bridge, not a wectiorf only.
Jdue | to release the hrnkes
the ‘trestle was  considered
aed {
hen
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T sy : 8u ,h’ojﬁ&(
gz - et n® sie o0 i ‘
Becovering From Injuries Sus-"erely by strithog it
stained in Eastman Wreck,
o st o ‘
FUNERAL OF FIREMAN MCKEX-
NEY, YESTERDAY, AND THAT
OF ENGINEER DRAPER
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g
/IDENCE HEARD, JUDGMENT IN
A FEW DAYS — .;ifni:*lns'r I~
GRANBY KOTARY CASE.

! | .

ITHE: BEST KIND OF ADVERTISING.
" Kirkdale, Nov. 6.—(Special.) — Old
immigrants settled here are
with the place that they
pwing accounts to their
proving good immigra-

_ Faroham, Nov. 6, (Special
Stdrgeon, the brakemeri, who
& miracilous escape at the Edst-
lsan wreck, s progressing very favor- |
tably, appxrex'nly ‘heving
1tle. [a savere shaking up.'
'considerable pain from bruises
"his face is somewhat cut, but
otherwise. His experi-
accident as personally re-

‘Hhowlton, against
the 'I(':.‘();:Iilhip of Dunham,

unt involved was only %60,
is in $he nature &
tE‘ b 'abol‘::rtw laintife
ebrudry inti pou
defendant two c«’w’; for which he paid
: a piece, and in the mo

the dreadful disense, hg

tested !
who declared that, they had
He then offered them

thela few Jordz
who after havi pu
fnd  sested hiﬁel!

: GO ON.STRIKE.
Nov. 6.—{Specialj— A
h s loyed . at
erall factories, went on
ille, Mondlly, demanding* more pay.
matter g4t 3s understood, will be

ial) —
wter Doug-
he 1l-yeat old son
eorge, shot a fine wild
Bagley’s pond.

ef requiréd to bring
and 7the little fellow 1
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to Fireman McKinney, |
t in a fresh fire,
el on the fireman’s
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cer’s side, steppod
way between engine
was looking -across

the mill men at work,
came. It was }i
many cahion,

same time the
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first, ‘that the purchaser must
ine the cattle before the sale,,
it there was no gu 4
tides, he claims
e in taking such g

des $12 for extra |

out and on the gan
and v_xndﬂ') an
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when” the crash

e b arantee ; second, 5

pfore reaching Jarii Nf.‘hr 6, £Spez':?1)
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5 much to ihe sati

In action to( set
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four veterinary sur-

railroad men o pruflent thing fo do,
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found himsell pinned between

ihe engine "and ténder in f

mud and water.
sting down agairst the tend-
ne, he felt that he was
‘when the lnst carjt
) it ¢caused the engine {£
-and tender to juck-knife, rel

closed , for many

o o disagtiement

pnlities  interest
L i
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c¢ase Qrouted 8 | ‘ i )
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. 6.—(Special 3]

‘He did not-for a moment
coming to his ‘senses,

tollowing. and watdh-

of

a8y.

aturslfy; hix whola .ambi

church®now  bejig
here ibder the dupervi

; ] complel,eg
ompton Pulp and!
This|
to roixe, It

rendered .within A

i i ald bring -~ him
hox car and struck
for his life. He came up!
the mén were atandin
omptly hauled him i &
"3t was, whichl]¥
1 ever ‘remain vividly -

i %
Melesl, who had charge d
traif, stales that afteril
he had stood on thells
t 1o the ‘engine-forj}:
nd then walked overii!
- Had he remsin-iy
morbents lenger: s :

g VS, I;"F;CUYER- Lt Fto the end of &~

is case was rend

“Judgment in th

rofession there,
. for & fiumber

iasolveld  puruiership and - sub-
1 to arbitration th
; which i

e
. The . nibitrators

{JURED RY FALL.
G-AT SUTION.

I or, taken by Mr. W.D.‘*’j o
“o.fl within a fow minutes of {hé accident.

shdwing the position. of the cdrs still

CALLED. |

were Lo superintend any| wo

Jwent down was known 88

Apart that went down, The
work was the jmuin{f o

 BRIDGE FOREMAN GRIGES .

plerest from the:
to be paid byl
having been done,!
Court to have this;
cod and valid, .8
dant condemned to |
e same; Defend- FARN
divers grounds,
on the want of

. The third witness was &, E. Grig
aged 45 yeorx, of h‘tuke]{, bridge au
puilding foreman. © He sbid. hjs duties

rojecting out of the water,
motive and the remainin
train submerged ’
great trestle gone.

AM MUCH INTERESTED N
WRECK. % /

s, who has’ w

good feeling hy  his upvarying

his charge, such as Zre sewal, repairs
and building.  Part - of trestle that e .
STEAD TOWNSHIP - LEVIES

077 port, TAX OF 81. -
6.—(Special.) —
Municipal
Township of Stanstead
The full
E. A. Bald:

»t the action on

point 2.+ The otherypart of
hore particularly

castern goction, was pown as No. 493,
point 7. He did repairing on

i Grefdt intorest still continues in the)
and! o mity which occurred at Eastmani,
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thered difmm
r

the arbitrators, thet th
nbt hear bis evid
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not et forth in th
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mokeaver, the right to compound _and | the train {0 the van.i_Had he’ | Sutton, Nov. B62ABpegalL) —BL gy
n Toestle di ) i . e setplel all matters a.n*d meke a ﬁnal!ed flew momenunmlnga “hie’rem:l:- Willard Wells met with o serious atci- rque
mwilhn t ; :?“"?"1‘°1‘°'l‘ bh)' Mr.'\\.D. g aw:rr} of it all; thig compromise or ble ke would have |been hur!esr'nw dent ion Friday, while shingling on ‘a WUacki

| n few minutes of {he sccident. vprd O X was ‘madefbefore notery,!ihe ahyss with the other three . house belonging 1o Ms. Josiah L G B

wing the pouit'w.n of the;cu‘r‘s stil re {5 tlh_e 20th of November, 1898, AWy it the HeiSes g mgndm:;a ’-,'1,,3""“"»' and »,“rr.’ig,l’—iﬁdr!by Mr. Ben.Reid. ')ﬁ“ 8

s -~ ) tor| sévernl  adjpurnments and ext€ntlresy end of the frain’ sto i : 4hrowing M. Wells ¢
; . A rear the yrajn’ stop, he hurried by i frocks

e | i e St St ol iy ma T, B B
ALLED. . ; Apkil, 1899, allowing plaintif the sum P the appalling deene which — met |3 Welly ﬂzﬂerd"" a fracture of the Kinven

The third witndss was A, E. Griggs, 2 e = . e,fﬁﬂjgﬂﬂ'. ‘One car 'was hanging over-{ P S ‘D€ 1 man, 1
aged 153 years, of Stukely, bridglf%zgud (]»l“h&,:& ‘l(s;:fti,be\:'xthlszn totbfa“;::kl t‘l:“n great abyss, another could he seen :;é:ag‘ﬁzf‘:a;ni ﬁ:mﬂ:’:b&? k:‘:’ 5, ?Ii}
building foreman.  He «pid his duties | defbndant.. This not having been done, 1 Projecting out of the water, the loeo- | Much sympathy is expressed for the s

were 1o superintend any work put 1 | pldintifi wued in Cotirt to have this MOtIve and the remajning ears of his | kindly ofd gentleman who has ‘won gin, o
his cliarge, such as - revevfal, repairs | awprd declared good’ nd valid, nndstm"‘ submerged and 150 feet of a{much good feeling fy his unverying x\n%!ot‘)

in fand building.  Part o ol trestle that | 10| hdve the defendan condemned to great trestle gone. . Lindries,
P [wone ddown was known s« No. 96, pay dhe amount of the same. -'FARNIIAM MUCH INTERESTED IN|__~ — o
Ui [point 2. The other. part of bridge, | anf met the acbion ort divers grounds, : WRECK., “VSTANSTEAD TOWNSHIP LEVIES e

s Jeastern section, Wwas kpown as No. 93, | but rhore articularly on the want of v - . 4 x OF
siv {point 7. He did repairing on the | nolica of !t)h,c diﬂ'erezt meetings  and m‘;’m‘é: ,mt_‘:-mi:' wtill confinies i the, Smit npgii T\{k oﬁ—s(l‘: pecial.) — 1 L
T |pure that went down,  The printipse fxittings, by the arbitrators, that they "}T‘.JB which occurred at Esstman {, S0 0 % ogkon o the unicioat | T4 o
n- {work was the ptting o of new atrin- | did nobt hear bis evidence, that th'w:oln kn y last. On every.cornes, lit ‘(‘our;ri! of the Towuxhip of Qmm',t{—)md N -~ '
‘hen asked by Mr. West- [ wab riot set forth in the award, “".d'!'e ?‘o“ .of mapare gathered discuss~ ;0" peld re Monga' " The full i(;;""-
i over bridgé was in good conii- that ruch irreﬁuluriﬁes rendered their ’"Ei'_h" e wreck. ; r board was fFgsent, Ma '03:E A. Bald- "f\'
. [tion why| work on it was needed, be | praceedings nu and void. . he swdpense has  been greatly re- | 0 cniding. , May A o]
. |answered| that timber would not tasi f Fhe Jearned - judge_did not allow l}f‘e‘] hy the finding of the bodies of } "5y pm fences for preventing  the -vg :
always. / Orders were given him by | those objections, but'm;';mta.med that | the dead engineer Draper and firemen | yrining of winter roads in certain lo- Adam
Ve 1.1, Clark. who, in tompany with | the decision of the arbitrators, and | ¥cKinney. - calities were ordered to be built, un- | Mr
i {Lim went over the bridge, this season thdir formal award mentioned ‘cl‘:,a,-;y The unfort'um'ue men were found 8% }4ar the supervision of the road t o ﬂrm%,
as | and fuunth\nuthing wrong, but el in en ug&x that there had been sittings, nataral =s if in life, sitting in  the { shoctors : B e
a= | perfect order. Al was examined very that defendant had atiended 1hel:?, and ea_b of their locomotive, the fireman _;X bv-l.aw P ving & tax of 8] on ov- |sent
. that.be had had ample opportunity to with the fire poker in one hand and 2 fer. male pér 1 in the m‘uni'cipalitv 21 hands

re joers

e | elosely. s,

Akl ot H 4 is case. i bunch of waste in th her: . : ! 2
Do Faking up the guestion. of pilas uszed mgke ‘goosd his case.. The Court, there-; hur | waste in the other: the eng- | ears of a nd not otherwise taxed ed in
an lin the toundation, he said he did noe fods homotogated said award, deciding {ineer, with one arm resting on the fand io b,f,, A G Dgcémher agth |and ]

i | know what kind of timoer was ured | thpt it was sufficient in itself to justi-iwindow sill, the other heing uplifted, { next nt  thil office  of the Secre eymo

5 ; Al : onclus H oof . 3

e i connection with building this bridge. fy [the conclukions, 1 absence of prootiax though in the act of grasping the ) 5 their
s 'llfh‘n nlnrl-'-xd‘:"wa.ls llir:t bllxiﬁ. 19 or 20 {0 z(u‘j'. "‘i"tmry,: a ?“;ﬂdnz;‘, :u‘ilf air throttle. RRAE tany ?‘roash j wan pREs. Four
. X . acfordingly ‘condemn o pay the said] m— . S v . N < PTH
x| orars g und venewed throe | UERS Ll of R o Ts, with five years' in-| FUNERALS OF THE vicrins. | FREMCHSEERC Bl AE by

ere {inee. As to whether it was possioiz
b Lfor the piles to rot if cdntinually un-
vt | ger water, he xaid they would not. At
The | the point where the uccigent happea-
iro- | d, the piles were under water, He did

wvs Lot inpect the piles below what could . !‘h-}f‘h ““f’"’f""' . ening. May
ing {be seen in the water. He ‘supposed it C % 5 e “l ‘;:'I t"f m’;’rfon}:mg tllll: diﬁ}cullj :_;?d d‘there

. yexiltle i . ihspected toa §7 | ’ ies brought on by the co 80 . Clement,’
a- JporsiBle for piles to he ibspet o a Eastman trestle, bas been mg}l,)ed by | ert. A. H.

and foepth, D 5% knew of it being : '
pth, hut never Kne 5 5 g
ap- | doue, He was sure the kills were (f:, “A“ﬁtb “lmﬁ- the Canadian Pacific Railway. lLarge Mr. J. H.
’ A

tedest, preceding tite date ,of the ser-| The funeral oi Fireman McKinney 5
vide of the action, the whole Wlth][{,qk place at Richford, Vt., Tuesd:-:; 112"{!;5:?;’,
copts.k . . = ’ . ;nfmnoqu and that of FEngineer Drap-} Munitipal C

4 er at Sutton Junction is to be held | Frelighsbirg

. XNov. 6.-4Special)— Teith
onthly meeting of the [ his v
neil ~ of the Village of sion.
vat held on Mopday ev- | Rev.
E. E. Spencer’ presided The
1 “opncillors .J. | Mrs.
_iA. Leavitt, F.X. Rob-|dent:
tden and H. T. Spencer. | here
ker's bill for building a

|
the piles all right. He was on th {%“f‘gf of men and large quantities of
on- | bridge twice the day of ‘the w't'i'dea:, ih::-l-‘hgg {]’_‘sx“ﬂt‘b:n’:;”y’mx:ﬂ t!:rmﬁ‘h
N and =aw st di ! cés 1t 2 i . 5 >
anel s o wotaling nov R0 ) e S*npgc Suicide Occurs Near o the

Ctrueture,  The sills were fastened ‘to

scene of the disaster:
A telegraph office har been opened

Hn- | the top of t iles by iton pine, 34 ! ) |

};':‘:J Tl-)hothi("if. & ‘He c)oulid n(‘))t sWenr - Sutton, Q"’ at either end of thel new division at N' lN PA :

yiles | that the piles and sills ‘were always i ——— . . Eastman, fo facilitate the handling .
h :ATHER FOUND SON FANGING. IN jof trains. { b

ander water, but was BUI‘B'SU(‘-}J "}ﬁﬁ. F Through freight i I % tandied e ..

drer | the care nearly all the time. e N_XQ CAUSE CAN BE - gh freight isbeing han vig .
rain Ll idsoe was all right, to pll appearan- BARN-XQ N L Newport and the B. & M. but it is M‘ 245 Whal "8!‘
care |oex. The timber that went down was v ASSIGNED. expected arrangemengs will .shortly be g

cure e sl as that left sl%"mg- Some Guiton, Nov. G.—(Spednl.)—A- very ;rnmplot@d, w0 that .hm freight may $500,000. :

vathe L timee ago the piles wire © down (low- | dffaic socurred mear here Monday he handied through fin the usual way. 4 )
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