GRAND
TRUNK
WESTERN
DIARY

WINDSOR EVENING
RECORD
% <

O
N
D




=\ new locomative callel W Michimn,
made at the wurks in Tauntofd \I:ws arrivesl
in Port Huron on Monlday, fofilthe ¢ & W
Railroad, and a man ﬂaﬂs }‘ it to-day to bring
another vne.  Four new wefifter cars for ths
roatd have been recerve!, et el o hicagy,
Part Huron and Canada.” '
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__Ovb Toesday evening a locquy
| Chiaagoan! Lake Huaron Rail
k at Battle Creek, plungedgitownan i
1 hankment twenty fest deep, an bsmashed the
engine tb pioces. No person wasgy
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- but has been

TTTF T T T Twwe e e
The Question Relved,

HOW THE € RAND TRUNK WILL SECURE A CHICAGO
CONNEUCTION,

Since Manager Hickson, of the Girand Trunk,
came back from England, he has kept lyp eyes
and cars open angd his mouth shut. © He im
listenad lm‘iwiy, ‘ evell cordially, to ad.
vances from the Qhderbilt intorest, who, from
aun aneasy feelingg#hat be held several trum
cards back, haviiisen almost extravagantly Is-
beral in their proflilsitions to do what they call
a fair thing. MBhager Hickson bronght the
authority and tinfilfcial backing with him to do

either of two thitlll--to obtdin from the Michi.

gan Central such §#rms as would make unneces.
m-r?' the construdidon or purchase of an indep-
endent lino to Clfigago, or failing in that, to ac. |

nire and maintgill such a reute. In the nego-
tiations and congihences between these roads,
Vanderbilt has Bhde many important concen-
sions, but he hiffinot conceded the standing
demand of the Giildd Trunk, for lower rates for
freight and passar@rs, on acoount of the length
and other d-}i-sadv ges of that road as a com-

peting through N

Mr. Hickson has not spe-

cially insisted ou @bontinuauoce of this self-ﬁra.n- 5

ted privilege, bufilhas not given the lightost
irtimation of givi s it up. length of the

3 : Mpems now to be reached, and
the Grand Trunfiiwill shortly show ita hand.
It has been deterfifined to acquire an idepen-
deat line over ¥
roate reported taghe chosen is not apparently

an advantagoous Mine, it is said to be the best

that could be adjbted in viow of the many com-

plications in thifimatter. Tho Grand Trunk

will head for Chifigo by leaviny its own main
line at Ridgewsff, in this State, and using,
first, its own pulhased road, the old Air ldne,
which runs th Bah Romeo and to a paint with-
in six miles of Rifchester. Herv a new road will
have to be buil§ to Jackson, a distaance of 90
t?dus.fmm Here it is proposed. t4 use the
Fort Wayne, fson & Saginaw road, which
connects with LU Baltimore & Ohio road at Au-
burn and {rot point the Chicsgo conveo-
tion, if affordegliy the latter road. [t will be &
longer route t ¢ Michigan Ceatral or any |
of the great t Iiambyatlveast%mﬂm,’
adged good emough for the

Grand Trunk.

State, and although the -
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with  demagnd
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Pickals wald teaflic, meanwhils, would
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formed in temperatures as high as 110
deg. F., and at altitudes up to 8,000 ft.
It has worked in tunnels up to a mile
long with no indication of difficulty.
Complete operating statistics will not
be assembled until some time next sym-
mer when later phases of the test work
are completed.

The locomotive is now in the shops
at Los Angeles, Cal, undergoing thor-
ough inspection before undertaking a
new test phase stressing cold weather
and long distance operation. G. W. Wil-
son, manager of G. E.s Locomotive and
Car Equipment Divisions, said it is
hoped that, during the remainder of the
winter, the unit can be placed in road
freight service on U. P. divisions subject
to extremely low temperatures.

Approve Site for South-Side
Union Station in Chicago

With little more than a rough estimate
of the cost ($200 million), and no spe-
cific idea. whatever as to how financing
would be effected, or of the many legal
aspects involved, the City Planning Ad-
visory Board to the Chicago Plan Com-
mission, on February 6, voted favorably
upen the commission’s plan for consoli-
dation of Chicago’s south side passen-
ger stations on a site a block or more
south of the southwest corner of the
city’s elevated rapid transit loop, and al-
most directly south of the LaSalle Street
station. :

The stations involved in the consoli-
dation - plan include Dearborn; Grand
Central, and LaSalle Street. The 1llinois
Central’s Central station on the lake
¢ front, serving the I.C., the Michigan
" Central and the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
: Chicago & St. Louis (both New York
Central), would not be involved.

The board had before it three plans
for consolidation, as well as a plan
proposed by the 14 roads serving the
Dearborn, LaSalle Street and Grand
Central stations for modernization and
extension of existing south-side passen-
“wer terminals, which proposed the es-
sential street improvements sought by
the city under any of the plans to im-
prove traffic conditions. Details of the
railroads’ plan are set forth in a feature
article in this issue.

The other two consolidation plans
were proposed by the South Side Plan-
ning Board, a slum clearance and im-
1. provement group, and the Illinois Cen-
~tral, both of which plans are mentioned
cbriefly in the feature article referred
to. . :

’ The action of the board to adopt the
.City Plan Commission’s proposal was
;taken -in spite of an amendment sup-
ported by many on the board, which
.would have postponed a decision pend-
' .ing a study of the costs and legal as-
‘pects. It was explained, however, that
- the action of the board is merely a rec-
.ommendation to the City Council, which,
- necessarily, will have to give considera-
. tion to all phases of the problem. The
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railroads have attacked consolidation un-
der any of the proposed plans as un-
necessary and economically unsound.

G.T.W.-D. & M. Establish
Detroit-Alpena Passenger Train

C. A. Skog, vice-president and general
manager of the Grand Trunk Western,
and C. A. Pinkerton, Jr., president and
general manager of the Detroit & Mac-
kinac, held a ribbon across the track at
Alpena, Mich., on February 6, to be
severed by the inaugural departure of a
new interline train to Detroit, 244 mi,
via Bay City and Saginaw.

The new service — made possible by
re-arrangement and coordination of ex-
isting Grand Trunk and D.&M. pas-
senger service — makes direct connec-
tions at Durand, Mich.,, with G. T.
trains to and from Chicago, Battle Creek,
Mich., and the < 3te capital at Lansing;
Toronto, Ont:”and Flint, Mich., and
Muskegon and Grand Rapids. An air-

conditioned coach is operated through-

between Detroit and Alpena. From Al-
pena to Durand the train is handled by a
D. & M. 1,500-hp. Diesel road-switching
locomotive. Beyond Durand, the through
equipment is consolidated with a Muske-
gon-Detroit passenger train.

lake

Huron

MICHIG AN

Defroit &k Mackinalys

Pinconning

TO Tororl'fo ey

The new Alpena, Mich.-Detroit train,
operated jointly by the Grand Trunk
Western and the Detroit & Mackinac, pro-
vides service to many destinations through
direct connections at Durand

Teb )| 1950

The new service leaves Alpena at 9:35
am. and arrives at Detroit at 5:55 p.m.
Returning, the train leaves Detroit at
1:40 p.m. and arrives at Alpena at 10:00
pm. The connections at Durand make
possible, for the first time in a number
of years, a daylight railroad irip between
D.&M. points and Detroit, Chicago, To-
ronto and intermediale stations.

Asked by the press—who were guests
of the two railroads on the Ilnaugural
run—whether the new trains would
eventually provide dining or parlor car
service, Mr. Skog stated that additional
equipment would be provided to the ex-
tent that patronage warrants; that he
hoped operation of a through parler-

buffer ear to Chicago might prove justi-

fied.

Conemaugh & Black Lick
Strike Called Off

Striking employees of the Conemaugh
& Black Lick, all members of the
CI1.0’s steelworkers’ union, returned
to work late last week. The strike had
heen attributed to the alleged posting
of signs by the company saying that a
social insurance program was being dis-
continued (see last week’s Railway Age,
page 57). The strike was called off after
the union reportedly agreed to administer
an interim social insurance program un-
til a permanent program can be ne-
gotiated. '

Signaling Order Modified
For Santa Fe and U. P.

Division 3 of the Interstate Commerce
Commission has granted petitions of the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and the
Union Pacific for modification -of its
June 17, 1947, order which requires rail-
roads to install aulomatic train-stop or
{rain-conirol systems, or aulomalic cab-
signal systems, on.lines over which any
train is operated at a speed of 80 m.p.h.
or more. The modifications were made,
respectively, in the commission’s sixth
and seventh reports (both by Commis-
sioner Patterson) on further hearing in
No. 29543. ,

The relief accorded the Santa Fe will
permit a different- scheduling of the re-
quired installations, but does not change
the December 31, 1952, deadline by
which all such installations must he com-
pleted. The basic order, as amended,
stipulated that when the required in-
stallations were to be made on 100 mi.
of track or less, they should be completed
by December 31, 1948; and that when
they were to be made on more than 100
mi. of track, specified percentages and
mileages were to be completed each year
through 1952.

The modifications made for the Santa
Fe provide that the installations re-
quired of it “be made on not less than
3314 per cent of the miles of track
during each of the calendar years 1950
and 1951, and on the remainder of the
miles of track during the calendar year
1952.” The report indicated that about
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