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History Center Schenectady

ST. LAWRENCE % ADIRONDACK

Dr. William S. Webb, who married William H. Vanderbilt's

youngest daughter, Eliza.

The story of the beautiful part of the New York Central
rails, stretching from Herkimer on the main line to Montreal,
Canada, is dominated by one man, Dr. William Seward Webb,
William H. Vanderbilt’s son-in-law. He abandoned his lucra-
tive practice as physician to pursue his two driving ambitions
—own a railroad and be governor of a state. With the Vander-
bilt money behind him he was able to achieve the first, but the
second eluded him. After a successful term as president of the
family-owned Wagner Palace Car Company, he sold his father-
in-law on the idea of building north from the mainline to
Montreal. :

The first step was to acquire the sixteen-mile Herkimer,
Newport & Poland narrow gauge, running from Herkimer
(on the main line) to Poland. He widened the track to
standard gauge and simultaneously 2 related company, the
St. Lawrence & Adirondack, began laying track reaching south
from Malone. By 1892, through trains were reaching Mon-
treal. It wasn’s quite that brief as there were actually six
corporate. roads contributing locomotives.

The lictle narrow gauge (314 feet) Herkimer, Newport
& Poland had three locomotives, a Baldwin 4-4-0; built in
1881, and two second-hand jobs, one 2-G-0 built by Baldwin
in 1878 and a 2-4-4-T by Mason in 1874. It is inceresting to

note the greater reprécsitation of whee! ilingements on these
upper New York lines as compared with the parent N.Y.C.
& H.R., which had a predominance of 4-4-0s and 2-6-0's at
this time.

Adirondack and St. Lawrence bought seventeen locomo-
tives, excluding power not immediately absorbed by N.Y.C:
& HR. or Rutland. All were built by Schenectady. Built
in 1891 were two 0-4-0's and two 4-6-0's which later became
N.YC. & HR. class'A-5 and F-14. Three 2-6-0’s were built
in 1892 and later became class E-10. That same year, no less
than eight 4-6-0 two-cylinder compounds were delivered; these
later became classes F-7 and F-8. Two 2-8-0’s were built in
1893 and they became N.Y.C. & H.R. class G-13.

The St. Lawrence and Adirondack had two 2-6-0's built
by Schenectady, one in 1893 that became N.Y.C. & H.R. class
Ec and another in 1895. It became N.Y.C. and H.R. class Ed.
Then in 1896 a fabulous inspection locomotive was built for
president Webb, named Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne after his equally fabu-
lous estate in the Adirondacks. Perhaps the plushest in-
spection locomotive in America, she had solid mahogany obser-
vation cab, imported carpeting, six luxuriously upholstered
chairs and a white-coated steward assigned to her regular
crew. Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne was Webb's choice plaything, and
lucky were the friends and associates who joined him on
rambles through the Adirondack wilderness. Webb did every-
thing in a big way, so on most occasions his sumptuous private
car, Grand Isle, was in tow, accommodating the crowd. The
locomotive and car followed him to the Rutland when he
became president of that railroad. Dr. Webb’s flair for the
flamboyant contributed to his political undoing. © An ex-
tremely capable and aggressive man, he had.the misfortune of
living in an era when railroad scandals were rampant and all
wealthy men were viewed with suspicion. ,

The same year Schenectady builc Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne. Brooks
delivered two ten-wheelers which later became class F-4. 1In
1897, Brooks built three 4-4-0%s, all with Belpaire fireboxes.
Two more 4-6-0’s were delivered by Schenectady in 1898 that
eventually became N.Y.C. & HR. class F-13. In 1901, Sche-
nectady built the last locomotives for the road, three ultra-
modern 4-4-2's, later classed I-2. Driving diameter was only
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sixty-nine inches. These three Atlantics pretty well sum up
the locomotive philosophy of this railroad — the latest, best
and fanciest. Everything on Dr. Webb's road had a specia
rouch that only money could endow. :
The Central bought control of St. Lawrence & Adiron-
in Canada in 1905 and then in 1936 leased the road for
(\gL,,“cy-nine years.

RUTLAND

The hapless, now defunct Rutland Railroad (operations
ceased in 1961) enjoyed a few years of glory as a Vanderbilt
Line. The turn of the century saw Rutland stock at a low
ebb with all rolling stock and plant in a bad state. Politically
motivated, Dr. Webb reasoned that if he could rebuild it, he
would enhance his chances to become governor of the Green
Mountain State. So N.Y.C. & HR. began buying stock until
it had complete control by 1904. Prior to this, on May 1,
1902, Webb became Rutland’s president. The run-down
Rutland never had it so good.

New locomotives and cars were some of the immediate
results of Vanderbilt money being poured into the till. Never-
theless, this general upgrading of equipment and plant, and
deliberate rerouting of traffic did not pay off sufficiently for
the Central. Seeing no long range prospects, the Central sold
half its Rutland holdings to New Haven in 1911 and by 1914
the Central was completely out of the picture.

List of Rutland locomotives that were numbered into
N.Y.C. & HR. series 1904-1914:

( 73 (5) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Taunton, St. Albans Shop,

B Malone Shop, Class Cx

1872 (1) 2-6-0 Baldwin, Class Ex

1878 (1) 2-8-0 Baldwin, Class Gx

1882-1900 (18) 2-6-0 Schenectady, Portland, Baldwin, Rhode
Island, Class E-12 to E-17

1886 (2) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Class C-25

1890 (4) 4-4-0 Baldwin, Class C-28, C-29

1891-99 (8) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Class C-1

1893 (3) 4-6-0 Rhode Island, Class F-15 ‘

1897 (3) 2-8-0 Schenectady (compounds), Class G-14

1902 (3) 0-6-0 Manchester, Class B-9
(18) 4-6-0 Schenectady, Manchester, Class F-11,

F-12 '

1907-14 (4) 0-6-0 Cooke, Schenectady, Manchester (their
last, Class B-2)
(18) 2-8-0 Schenectady (note conflict with B & A
G-34, Class G-34)

1910-12 (10) 4-6-0- Schenectady

Much of the above power which remained after 1914,
was renumbered into Rucland’s own series. The power pur-
chased during the period of Central’s control was quite simi-
lar to that of the parent road.

[ronically, the fabulous showing of the Rutland failed to

« duce Dr. Webb's political windfall. Those crusty Yankees

4ld have none of this wealthy executive, capable or not.

s.;ory C;;{; chenecta‘dyv
'ST.‘ LAWRENCE was built for Dr. Webb in 1892, and sold to

Central Yermont (No. 109) in 1896. She was later rebuilt to
a 4-4-0 inspection pony by the C.V.

R R ™

History Center Schenectady

St. L. & A. #1, built by Schenectady in 1891. Original specifi-
cations were: 16x24-51-130-64,800-13,900. She eventually be-
came Rutland #97.

History C‘lbenter Sc_};enectady

No. 32, built by Schenectady in 1892, renumbered that same
yvear to Central Vermont #116.

New York Central

#1688 was built as St. L. & A. #2 in 1895. Cylinders were
19'7x26” and drivers 64.
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History Center Schenectady

Brooks, 1897; 18x26-64-200-126,500-19,900. Electric dynamo behind headlight, belpaire
firebox, and single huge dome must be a combination for steam and sand. Built as
St.L. & A. =35, became Central Vermont #2149, then Rutland #190, then N.Y.C. =1000
class C-2,

History Center Schenectady

Brooks, 1896; 18.\;26-63-190-140.000-22,300. Belpaire firebox and deluxe striping job.

Nothin' but the best for Dr. Webb’s railroad.

History Center Schenectady

Schenectady, 189%; 20%x28-61-200-161,000-28,900. The classy ten-wheeler even had strip-
ing on tender truck side frames,
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History Center Schenectady

) Schenectady, 1897; 22x34x28-54-200-153,000-31,200: Anyone who has ever opaqued the
( . complex negative of a steam locomotive can fully appreciate those white boards in the

L . background.

History Center Schenectady

Schenectady, 1901; 19x26-69-200-163,000-23,100. Built as St. L. & A. #10, renumbered
in 1901 to N.Y.C. #2900, then in 1904 to #2800, then #3800, then #3800 class 1-2. We
never cease to marvel at the wealth of power on this road; truly a case of paternal

motive power policy.




Schenectady, 1901. This is the same engine shown at the bottom of page 141, only

here she’s a work-a-day runner on the main line.

New York Central

&

Z - > Y i e Y y .
Rhode Island, 1893; 19x24-57-140-112,000-18,700. Built as O. & L.C. #338, then Rut- New York Central

land #492, #2159, #2059 and finally #59. Wed guess she was a real rough rider
with those drivers spaced like that. )

Schenectady, 1899; 18x24-69-190-110,600-16,500. Shown outside of shops with cylinder
head off. ’

‘New York Central




“Charles E. Fisher

No. 801 waits at Rocheéter, all coaled up and set to go. She was built at Schenectady
in 1901 as St.L. & A. No. 11,

RN ——s

Ed May collection Manchester, 1902; 20x26-69-200-158,000-26,400. Nicely proportioned #2043 got
firebox in 1910 and was superheated in 1916.

a new

Schenectady, 1913; 22Y,x30-63-195-214,-
000-41,300. #2429 shown at Alburgh,
Yermont, “stands high” for a Consolida-
tion.

Ed May collection




sixty-nine inches. These three Atlantics pretty well sum up
the locomotive philosophy of this railroad — the latest, best
and fanciest. Everything on Dr. Webb’s road had a special
rouch that only money could endow.
The Central bought coantrol of St. Lawrence & Adiron-
_in Canada in 1905 and then in 1936 leased the road for
ninety-nine years.

History Center Schenectady
RUTLAND ST. LAWRENCE was built for Dr. Webb in 1892, and sold to
Central Vermont (No. 109) in 1896. She was later rebuilt to

The hapless, now defunct Rutland Railroad (operations a 4-4-0 inspection pony by the C.V.

ceased in 1961) enjoyed a few years of glory as a Vanderbilt
Line. The turn of the century saw Rutland stock at a low
ebb with all rolling stock and plant in a bad state. Politically
motivated, Dr. Webb reasoned that if he could rebuild it, he
would enhance his chances to- become governor of the Green
Mountain State. So N.Y.C. & H.R. began buying stock until
it had complete control by 1904. Prior to this, on May 1,
1902, Webb became Rutland’'s president. The run-down
Rutland never had it so good.

New locomotives and cars were some of the immediate
results of Vanderbilt money being poured into the till. Never-
theless, this general upgrading of equipment and plant, and
deliberate rerouting of traffic did not pay off sufficiently for

the Central. Seeing no long range prospects, the Central sold St. L. & A. £1, built by Schenectady in 1891. Original specifi-
half its Rutland holdings to New Haven in 1911 and by 1914 cations were: 16x24-51-130-64,800-13,900. She eventually - be-
the Central was completely out of the picture, came Rutland #97.
List of Rutland locomotives that were numbered into
N.Y.C. & HR. series 1904-1914:
,
K ~v8-73 (5) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Taunton, St. Albans Shop,
Malone Shop, Class Cx
1872 (1) 2-6-0 Baldwin, Class Ex
1878 (1) 2-8-0 Baldwin, Class Gx
1882-1900 (18) 2-6-0 Schenectady, Portland, Baldwin, Rhode
Island, Class E-12 to E-17 : ‘ S e ——
1886 (2) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Class C-25 History Center Schenectady
1890 (4) 4-4-0 Baldwin, Class C-28, C-29
1891-99 (8) 4-4-0 Schenectady, Class C-1
1893 (3) 4-6-0 Rhode Island, Class F-15
1897 (3) 2-8-0 Schenectady (compounds), Class G-14
1902 (3) 0-6-0 Manchester, Class B-9
(18) 4-6-0 Schenecrady, Manchester, Class F-11,
E-12
1907-14 (4) 0-6-0 Cooke, Schenectady, Manchester (their
last, Class B-2)
(18) 2-8-0 Schenectady (note conflict with B & A
G-34, Class G-34)
1910-12° (10) 4-6-0 Schenectady

History Center Schenectady

No. 32, built by Schenectady in 1892, renumbered that same
year to Central Vermont #116.

Much of the above power which remained after 1914,
was renumbered into Rutland’s own series. The power pur-
chased during the period of Central’s control was quite simi- ‘
lar to that of the parent road. ' New York Central

Ironically, the fabulous showing of the Rutland failed to #1688 was built as St. L. & A. #2 in 1895. Cylinders were

.. oduce Dr. Webb’s political windfall. Those crusty Yankees 19'/x26” and drivers 64", '
wculd have none of this wealthy executive, capable or not.

\
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Because a number of engines from the A. & St. L.
and the St. L. & A. railroads eventually reached the
Rutland, mention should be made of these roads in
connection with Rutland motive power. '

The Herkimer, Newport & Poland R. R., forming the
southern end of the A. & St. L., was chartered on June
29, 1880, and opened to trafic in 1881-2. Its gauge was
427, and the line extended from Herkimer, east of
Utica on the Mohawk River, in a northwesterly direc-
tion to Poland, N. Y. In 1892 the track gauge was
changed to standard. At about this time, the N. H.
& P. was continued to Remsen, 11 miles, through con-
struction of the H. N. & P. Extension R. R.

In 1891-2, the A. & St. L. was built from the Remsen
terminus to Malone, N. Y., and became part of the
Mohawk & Malone R. R., by consolidation, in 1893,
the M. & M. being a consolidation of the above three
lines. The M. & M. was leased to the N. Y. C. & H. R,,
and was operated as part of that road’s Mohawk Divi-
sion. During its existence, the A. & St. L. had forty or
more locomotives, on the tenders of which was let-
tered the road’s name, and was painted the road’s
symbol, a “fleur-de-lis.” Many of these locomotives
were acquired by the Central Vermont, which as-
signed at least five of them to the Rutland Division,
so-called, then under lease to the C. V.

For some time after the formation of the M. & M.,
tenders were lettered Adirondack & St. Lawrence Line,
by which name the road was known. First Nos. 1, 2
and 3 of the A. & St. L. were originally the narrow
gauge engines of the H. N. & P., which were rebuilt to
standard gauge, and later Nos. 1 and 3 became C. V.
Nos. 9 and 12.

In order to complete a rail route from Malone to
Montreal, the Malone & St. Lawrence R. R. was built

from Malone to the Canadian Line, where it connected
with the St. Lawrence & Adirondack R. R., extending-
from there to Valleyfield, P. Q., and which was com!
pleted on January 11th, 1892. Dr. W. S. Webb ac-

- quired this line in June, 1892, and turned it over to

the Central Vermont for operation, for a few years.
Connection was made at Valleyfield to Ottawa, and,
at Coteau, to Montreal via the Grand Trunk.

The line was returned to Dr. Webb, who (1) leased
part of the Grand Trunk line from Valleyfield to Beau-
harnois, (2) built the Southwestern R. R. (chartered
in Canada on Sept. 10th, 1891) from Beauharnois to
Caughnawaga Jct. (now Adirondack Jct.), and (3)
obtained trackage rights from there to Montreal, nine
miles, over the Canadian Pacific. The St. L. & A., the
M. & St. L., and the Southwestern Railroads were con-
solidated in 1896, to form a new St. L. & A., which was
leased to the N. Y. C. & H. R. R. R. from June Ist,
1898, to January 1st, 1905, when the N. Y. C. bought
all of the stock of the St. L. & A.

The St. L. & A. owned at least 30 locomotives, of
which eight were acquired by the Rutland, and the
others by the New York Central. Tenders of some of
the engines were lettered with the road’s full name,
but, in later years, the single word “Adirondack” was
painted instead.

To add to the confusion caused by the similarity of
names of these two roads, there was another road
bearing the name Adirondack & St. Lawrence. This
was a short line (3.61 miles) in western New Yor}”
extending from Hermon village to DeKalb Jct., ow
the New York Central, and on which operations were
suspended on February 12th, 1921. This road had
three locomotives at the time of abandonment.

THE LOCOMOTIVES OF THE ADIRONDACK & ST. LAWRENCE R. R.

No. Builder C/N Date Type Cyls. DD Date Disposition ~ To
1 Baldwin 5627 1881 440  10x16 42 ex-HN&P 1. To CV 9. Sc 1899
“Edward W. Burnes”
2  Mason 1874  2-44T 12x16 36 ex-HN&P 2; ex-New Brunswick
Ry. “Henry W. Dexter”
3 Baldwin 4286 1878  2-6-0  14x18 42 ex-HN&P 3; ex-Georgia Land &
Lbr. Co. “J. C. Anderson”. To
Cv 124
1 Schenectady 3510 1891 0-4-0 1Bx24 51 1891 CV 211; Rut 80; NCYL 50; Rut 50
2 Schenectady . 3515 1891 040 16x24 51 1891 CV 20-49
4  Rh.Island 710 1878 244 1Ixl16 42 ex-N. Y. Elevated Ry. 45. To 99
6 Schenectady 828 1872 4-4-0 16x24 63 ex-NYC 224; ex-361; To CV 13-42
7  No data 1897 Scrapped W. Albany
.11 Schenectady 3511 1891  4-4-0 18x24 69 1891 CV 232; Rut 182; NYCL 862;
: " Rut 82-67
11 Schenectady 3593 1892  44-0 17x24 63 1892 CV 30-50
12 Schenectady 3512 1891  44-0 18x24 69 1891 CV 233; Rut 183; NYCL 863;
Rut 83
12 Schemectady 3594 1892 440 17x24 63 1892 Cv 3151
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13 Schenectady 3513 1891 4-4-0 1824 69 1891 .CV 107-102
14 Schenectady 3514 1891 440 18x24 69 1891 CV 108-103
15 Schenectady 3754 1892  4-6-0 20/30x26 = 70 NYC 993-2025
16 Schenectady 3755 1892 4-6-0 20/30x26 70 NYC 994-2026
17 Schenectady 3825 1892  4-6-0 20/30x26 70 NYC 995-2027

30 Schenectady 3706 1892 4-6-0 19x24 62 2/94 LV 707-1125

31 Schenectady 3506 1891 4-6-0 18x24 56 1892 CV 234; Rut 480; NYCL 2061;
Rut 61 )

31  Schenectady 3707 1892 460 19x24 64  92/04 LV 706-1124

32 Schenectady 3505 1891 4-6-0 18x24 56 1892 CV 235; Rut 481; NYCL 2062;
Rut 62

32 Schenectady 3722 1892 4-6-0 19x24 63 1892 CV 116-209

33 Schenectady 3723 1892 4-6-0 19x24 63 1892 CV 117-210

34 Rh. Island 2730 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 Ren. 113. 1892, to CV 113-206
35 Rh. Island 2727 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 Ren. 114. 1892, to CV 114-207
38 Rh. Island 2726 1892  4-6-0 19x24 56 Ren. 112. 1892, to CV 112-205
39 Rh. Island 2762 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 Ren. 115. 1892, to CV 115-208 .
50 Schenectady 3686 1892 2-6-0 20/30x26 57 NYC 842-1813

51 Schenectady 3687 1892 2-6-0 20/30x26 57 NYC 843-1814

52 Schenectady 3826 1892 - 2-6-0 20/30x26 57 NYC 844-1815

60 Schenectady 4055 1893 2-8-0 22/33x26 51 NYC 996-2210

61 Schenectady 4056 1893 2-8-0 22/32x26 51 NYC 997-2211

80 Schenectady 3879 1892 4-6-0 19/28x24 69 NYC 998-2186

81 Schenectady 3880 1892 4-6-0 19/28x24 69 NYC 1000-2187

82 Schenectady - 3883 1892 - 4-6-0 19/28x24 69 NYC 1001-2188 .

83 Schernectady 3884 1892 4-6-0 19/28x24 69 NYC 1002-2189 '
84 Schenectady 3885 1892 4-6-0 19/28x24 69 NYC 1003-2190

99  Schenectady 3639 1892 246  16x22 61 “St. Lawrence” To CV 109

99 Rh. Island 710 1878 2-4-4 11x16 49 From #4. Inspection engine

101 = Schenectady 3878 1892 4-4-0 19x24 69 1892 CV 129-106

110 Rh. Island 2760 1892 4-6-0 19x24 - 56 1892 CV 110-203

111 Rh. Island 2761 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 1892 CV 111-204 »
112 Rh. Island 2726 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 1892 From 38. To CV 112-205
113 Rh. Island 2730 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 1892 ‘From 34. To CV 113-206

American No. 1000 with Belpaire firebox, was built by Brooks in 1897 for St. Lawrence & Adirondack.
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10 Schenectady 6128 1901 4-4-2 19x26 69 1901 NYCL 2900-2800-3800-800

10 Schenectady 5181 1899 4-6-0 20x28 70 ex-NYCL 2002; ex-2028; ex-NYC
950. To NYCL 2002 again, 1903-4
11 Schenectady 1655 1882 4-4-0 17x94 64 ex-NYC 452; ex-956; To 4th #1
11 Schenectady 6136 1901 442 19x26 69 1901 NYCL 2901-2801-3801-801
11 Schenectady 5182 1899 4-6-0 20x28 70 ex-NYCL 2003; ex-2029; ex-NYC
' ,_ 951. Back to NYCL 2003, 1903-4
12 Schenectady 2221 1886 4-4-0 17x24 64 ex-NYC 494; ex-267; ex-489; ex-
. 276. To 4th #2
12 Schenectady ~ 6137 1901 4-4-9 19x96 69 1901 NYCL 2902-2802-3802-802
12 Schenectady 5184 1899 4-6-0 20x28 70 ex-NYCL 2005; ex-2031; ex-NYC
, 953. Back to NYCL, 2005, 1903-4
13 Schenectady 4394 1896 440 20x24 73 To 2nd #3, etc.
, 15 Brooks 2667 1896 4-8-0 21x26 55 1896 ©° BR&P 139. To Cumberland &
Manchester #56 ) v
LOCOMOTIVE NAMES
Road No. C/N Name
1 4437 Beauharnois
2 4 2677 Kushaqua
3 2678 Cascapedia
4 (2 2677 Kushaqua
6 2668 Mattawa
7 2669 Mirimichi St. Lawrence & Adirondack’s third No. 1, shown here
8 2670 Madawaska at Ellenburg, became Rutland No. 79 after the shuffling
! 10 4401 Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne of the northern New York Railroads in the early -
15 2667 Manitou 1900’s, when Dr. Webb became involved in the Ver-
mont line’s affairs.
'
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No. Builder C/N  Date Type Cyls. DD Date Disposition ~ To

114 Rh. Island 2727 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 1892 From 35. To CV 114-207
115 Rh. Island 2762 1892 4-6-0 19x24 56 1892 From 39. To CV 115-208
116 Schenectady 4114 1893 260 19x26 57 1893 CV 130-336
117 Schenectady 4115 1893 2-6-0 19x26 57 1893 CV 131-337
118 Schenectady 4116 1893 2-6-0 19x26 57 1893 CV 132-338
119 Schenectady 4117 1893 2-6-0 19x26 57 1893 CV 133-339
120 Schenectady 4118 1893  2-6-0 19x26 57 1893 CV 134-340
— Schenectady 4144 1893 4-4-0 18x24 74 11/93 Sold to C. R. R. of Pa. #6.

Named “Ne-Ha-Sa-Ne.”
No A&StL number.

Note: #99, Schenectady #3639, was sold to the Central tively, concurs with the L. V. records, Schenectady
Vermont, where it was rebuilt to a 4-4-0, an inspec- records show that Nos. 3706 and 3707 became L. V.
tion engine, retaining its name “St. Lawrence.” Nos. 706 and 707, respectively.

#99, Rhode Island #710, was rebuilt from a former Nos. 116 through 120 were probably ordered by the
N. Y. Elevated Railway locomotive. » A. & St. L., but were probably delivered to the C. V.
The above record, showing Schenectady Nos. 3706 without ever seeing service on the A. & St. L.

and 3707 as going to L. V. Nos. 707 and 706, respec-

LOCOMOTIVES OF THE ST. LAWRENCE & ADIRONDACK R. R,
(Names shown at end of roster)

No. Builder G/N Date Type Cyls. DD Date Disposition To

1 Schenectady 4130 1893 2-6-0 19x96 57 NYC 784-1687

1 Schenectady 4437 1896 4-4-0 18x94 67 1897 CAR 24-628; GTR 1331-2240;
CN 311

1 Manchester 445 1872 4-40 15x22 66 1898 ex-CV 170; ex-NLN 20. To Rut
238-79

1 Schenectady 1655 1882 4-4-0 17x24 64 From #11; ex-NYC 452, ex-2586.
Received 12-1898 (

2 Schenectady 4393 1895 2.4.0 19x26 64 NYC 785-1688

2 Brooks 2677 1896 4-6-0 20x26 57 Ren'd 4

2 Schenectady =~ 4438 1896 4-4-0 20x24 67 CCC&StL 203; NYCL 7143

2 Schenectady 2221 1886 4-40 17x24 64 From #12; ex-NYC 494, ex-267,
ex-489, ex-276. Rec’d 4-1900

3 Brooks 2678 1896 4-6-0 20x26 57 NYC 2028

3 Schenectady 4394 1895 4-4-0 20x24 73 From #13; to CCC&StL, 202;
NYCL 7142

3 Schenectady 5591 1900 2-6-0 20x28 57 1900 Rut 320; NYCI, 1884; Rut 144

4 Schenectady 4439 1896 4-6-0 20x26 57 1896 MC 452-8180

4 Brooks 2677 1896 4-6-0 20x26 57 From #2; To NYCL 2029

4 ;Schenectady 5592 1900 2-6-0 20x28. 57 1906 Rut 321; NYCL, 1885; Rut 145

5 Schenectady 4334 1895 4-6-0 20x26 64 1896 MC 453-8181

5 Brooks 2772 1897 4-4-0 18x26 64 - 1900 Rut 249-190; NYCL 1000; Rut

' 80-65

6 Brooks 2668 1896 4-6-0 18x26 69 1896 LS&MS 602-544-5019

6 Brooks 2773 1897 4-4-0 18x26 64 NYCL 1002 (1903-4)

7 - Brooks 2669 1896 4-6-0 18x26 69 1896 LS&MS 603-545-5017

7 Brooks 2774 1897 4-4-0 18x26 64 1900 Rut 250-191; NYCL 1001; Rut
81-66

8 Brooks 2670 1896 4-6-0 18x96 69 - 1896 LS&MS 604-546-5018

8 Schenectady 4932 1898 4-6-0 20x28 61 1900  Rut 251-420; NYCL, 2153-2063;

: ) Rut 63
9 Schenectady 4933 1898 . 4-6-0 20x28 61 1900 Rut 252-421; NYCL 2154-2064;
Rut 64 ,
10 Sche'nectady 4401 . 1896 4-4-0 14x22 63 1900 NYC&HR 49; Rut 100; NYCL
' 33; Rut 99
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ROME, WATERTOWN % OGDENSBURG

New York Central

Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg train, ready to depart from Rome, N.Y., station in
1878. Engine is R'W. & 0. #1, named WATERTOWN.

Not only does the history of the RW. & O. read like
railroad fiction but it had quite an impact on its locomotives.
The Watertown & Rome was chartered in 1832, but work
did not begin till 1849. In September, 1851, the 72-mile
strerch from Rome 1o Watertown was opened and soon there-
after it.was extended to Cape Vincent. The very prosperous
little road then joined with the Potsdam & Watertown rail-
road in 1860, and the next year.the R.W. & O. was formed.
In 1875 it acquired (by lease) the Syracuse & Northern. So
far, things were fine. Then, in auction, they picked up Lake
Ontario Shore, which traversed the sparsely populated south-
ern shore of Lake Ontario. Now this road was a real “white
elephant,” going no place and serving no one getting there.
The poor little R.W. & O. buckled under this debt-burdened
road until it collapsed and was taken over by Lackawanna.
This road, in a move to further its own traffic, converted every
single R.W. & O. locomotive to anthracite burners. The
R.W. & O. deteriorated in what appeared to be a case of
deliberate sabotage.

Fortune of the road turned upward when Charles Parsons
wrested control away from the Lackawanna interests. Until
then the mighty N.Y.C. & HR. paid scant attention to the
RW. & O, but that changed when the revived company
talked of making itself a through line from Buffalo to Boston.
Central could not buy the road so they indulged in a litde
trickery by threatening to build a competing line to Water-
town. That did it. Stock began to turn up on the market,

-every bit of which was snapped by the Vanderbilt interests.
Controlling interest was achieved by 1891. v

Reflecting the good times it had enjoyed, the Watertown
& Rome bought a batch of locomotives to start things off.
From 1850 to 1854 they purchased no less than fifteen 4-4-0's,
all from Taunton except one Hinkley, At this same. time
they acquired four second-hand 4-4-0’'s from four New Eng-
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land roads, and a single drivered job we can only guess about.
It was probably the little 2-2-2 Roxbury, built by the Boston
and Providence in 1851. With the acquisition of the Pots-
dam & Watertown, five more locomotives were added to the
roster. The P&W had one Taunton 4-4-0 built in 1855 and
four second-hand 4-4-0’s. Upper New York State appears
to have been a good place to unload your used engines.

The bhapless Lake Ontario Shore needed only six locos to
serve its long sparsely-used line. All were Americans built by
Hinkley in 1872-73. The contributions of the Syracuse &
Northern weren’t much either, just five 4-4-0's, four built by
Manchester (1870-71) and one by Rogers in 1873,

Any railroad worth its salt had a shop large enough to
produce a complete locomotive and of course the R.W. & O.
qualified. The Rome shops turned out eleven 4-4-0's (1863-
68) and three more in 1875-76. Meanwhile, in 1866-70, five

. 4-4-0's were purchased from Schenectady. Far away Baldwin,

experienced in six-drivered engines, built two 2-6-0’s in 1876.
The sparse years 1881-82 saw only three more locomotives,
two of them being used 4-4-0’s from Morris & Essex and one
new from Dickson.

During the eight years from 1883 to 1890 there was a
total of forty-four additions to the roster, which reflects the
better times the road was enjoying under Connecticut Yankee,
Charles Parsons. Thirty-four of these additions came be-
tween 1883 and 1888, including two second-hand 4-4-0’s from
the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis and fourteen 4-4-0's
built by the company shops. The R.W. & O. must have liked
the two 2-6-0's bought previously, because sixteen more were
purchased from Rhode Island and Rome. Two second-hand
ten-wheelers were obtained after being rebuilt by Rome.

The last purchases by the RW. & O. were in 1889-90.
from Rome Locomotive Works, including six 2-8-0's which
later became N.Y.C. & H.R. class G-8, and four 4-4-0’s which




became N.Y.C. & H.R. C-6, then C-11.

Prior to its being absorbed by the Central, the R.W. & O.
leased the parallel Utica & Black River. The U. & B.R. con-
tributed a goodly share of power to the cause, thirty-four in
all, and as expected all were 4-4-0's. Four, built in 1853-55
by Breese Kneeland & Co. and Schenectady, were for Black
River & Utica (as the line was known until 1861). Schenec-
tady built the biggest batch (twenty-eight) from 1868 to

(‘ @85. Rhode Island built two in 1871 for the Carthage,

tertown & Sacketts Harbor, which was absorbed in 1872.
In 1886, when the R.W. & O. acquired the Utica & Black
River, twenty-seven of the above engines were still in service,
and these were renumbered R.W. & O. #63-89. Six years
later they were renumbered again, along with all remaining
RW. & O. eight-wheelers, to N.Y.C. & HR. 234-248 and
264-275. The R.W. & O. 2-6-0’s and 4-6-0’s became N.Y.C.
& H.R. 845-863% and the 2-8-0's became 864-869.

George H. Daniels, Central's creative passenger agent,
saw the potential in their newly acquired 643-mile system
and promoted its scenic attractions with zeal. The R.W. & O.
was a natural member of the Vanderbilt family, for after all
it did connect with their main line in five places. In 1913
the R.W. & O. became a corporate part of the N.Y.C. & HR.

New York Central

Utica & Black River T. S. FAXTON still retains many features
that reveal her age. She was built in 1853 by Breese & Knee-
land for the Utica & Black River. Track gang has just replaced
a couple of ties.

Romc, Watertown &
Ogdensburg Division.

ONLY ALL-RAIL ROUTE
. TO THE .
THOUSAND ISLANDS
. AND
RESORTS ON THE SOUTH
SHORE OF
LAKE ONTARIO.

Early pan shot gives R.W. & O. #31 S. F. Phelps a rakish look.
Engine was built by Schenectady in 1866, but she looks about
" one day old.

New York Central
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New York Central N.Y.C. & HR. #237,

I formerly R.W. & O. #33, built by Schenectady in 1866. The
little girl on the pilot beam is “freezing” for a picture with her dad and “his” engine.

R. W. & 0. #32 COL. WM.
LORD bzcame N.Y.C. & H.R.
#236. Engine was built by
Schenectady in 1866, shown here
at McConnellsville, N, Y.,\( ~p-
tember 6, 1867. (

| New York Central




New York Central

The arrival of a new engine on the property was certainly
occasion enough to call the local photographer. Loco is #27
JOHN J. CROUSE of the Utica & Black River, and the year is
1885; specifications are: 17x24-64-140-87,900-13,300. Carpet-
bagger leaning on tender just happened to be passing through.

New York Central

Utica & Black River #11 W. E. Hopkins was built as Carthage,
Watertown & Sacketts Harbor #2, L. D. DOOLITTLE.

Rugged crew and 2-6-0 #859. Specs:
18x24-57-145-116.000-17,400. The Inscrip-
tion “Rome, N. Y.” is cast into side of
steam chest.

{ New York Central
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