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Great Western R. R. Depot.
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* 16. Commercial Hotel.
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Blair Flats Flood
Cuts Rail Service

From his photo album, Jim
Blackie, 26 Elgin St. loaned The
Reporter the above picture taken
by the late John Kenyon of
Blair. in his day a noted photo-
grapher of animals, especially
horses. The scene shows what
happened when the Grand River
was on its annual Spring ram-
page years ago and flooded the
Wilks' flats near Blair, also the
former CNR line and even the
Galt-Blair Road.

The railway derailment pict-
ured above. of engine 2077 and
the front trucks of the combina-
tion passenger, express and bag-
gage coach occurred in either the
flood of 1915 or 1916 and the
location is opposite where the
new and the old sections of the
Blair-Galt highway connect. The
train tried to plow its way
through the mass of ice cakes
that covered the railway tracks
but was halted and derailed. It
was some days before a railway
crew from Stratford was able to

|
l
|
l
1

i clear the railway right of wayi

of the ice cakes and get tne;
“steam horse' back on the rails.

Some idea of the thickness of
the ice can be obtained from
the way the cakes are piled up
on the front of the old-style loco-
motive.

Those were the days when con-
servation dams, to hold back the
extra flow of water in the spring,
were unknown. Flood scenes
like the above were common.
Then the Preston-to-Blair Road
was generally under water and
covered with cakes of ice. A
family who lived in a frame
house on the northeast end of the
old Blair Bridge was frequently
trapped in its home and wauld
have to be rescued by boat.

It is related that one time a
man in a horse and buggy wwho
{ried to drive through the fiood-
ed Preston-Blair Road lost his
life when the vehicle overturn-
ed in the fast running flood wat-
ers. .

Galt, Ontario, Monday, July 20, 1964

+OLD DUTCH MAIL"” DERAILED
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It's been a long time since a locomotive engine was seen steaming through downtown Galt
along what is now George Street. This photo, taken from a glass negative circa 1903, shows
the arrival of a train on the Grand Trunk Railway line that ran south from Kitchener and Blair
into old Galt. The GTR track was laid in 1873, with the first depot situated at the comer of
Parkhill Road and George St. The building on the left, at the corner of George St. and Blair
Road, is still in use as a private radiology lab.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY RON MOCK
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LOOKING BACK AT OUR HISTORY &> =" FEa /i

it

_Phptos by Harold Kinzie

This is a view (above) of tI-e CNR Line from Kitchener ~ while another one travels ai_oﬁg the bridge over the
to Galt on what is now George Stre:et io Slair Road in  Grand River. The photos were taken on different days

Cambridge. Below, one train chugs along the tracks in February 1959.
GHART: TROSPo@TATIZd+ Adnp i frsd 1 2




A crew of CNR employees
equipped with two cranes and
bulldozers are at work lifting
the ties and rails of the now-
abandoned branch line on the
west side of the Grand River
which once served from Galt

OLD CN TRACKS FINALLY

5 ) a

to Kitchener. Picture shows a
crane hoisting the heavy rails.
It employs magnetic force as
an easy means of gripping the
steel. The other machine picks
up salvaged ties. Fish-joint
plates were eut out, spikes sal-

BEING LIFTED

vaged. When the Galt end of
this railway is removed it will
permit an expansion of Dick-
son Park between the fair
grounds and the Hobson
Street hall.

(Reporter Phote)
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Train of the Grand Trunk Railway (The Dutch Mail) on George St., Galt, Ont. ¢.1910
PH1708 City of Cambridge Archives




A crowd waits at the Blair railway station in 1898 to see if the ice will be dynamited.
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Research and Reviews

Just A. Ferronut’s

Railway Archaeo!ogy

Art Clowes
1625 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve, Suite |600
Montréal (Québec) H3H 2N4
E-Mail: 71172.3573@compuserve.com

To keep last month’s promise, let’s have a
little peek at a short-lived railway that hasn’t
operated any trains for almost 140 years, but
still serves some industries today. This rail-
way was the Preston and Berlin Railway
Compény, not to be mixed up with the later
and better-known Preston and Berlin Street
Railway Company. Confused? Well, I was,
until a number of years ago when I spent a
few days at the libraries, etc., in the area and
discussed and compared notes with several
other railway enthusiasts. This column at-
tempts to highlight the Preston and Berlin
Railway Company in perspective with the
other railways of this part of the Grand River
Valley.

The Preston and Berlin Railway Com-
pany was an early railway along the Grand
River Valley between the Kitchener-Waterloo
and Cambridge areas of Ontario. Preston was
one of the communities that make up Cam-
bridge today, and Berlin was the name for
Kitehener prior to it being renamed in 1917
for Lord Horatio Herbert Kitchener. Lord
Kitchener, a British field marshal and states-
person, was drowned in 1916 with the sink-
‘ing of the HMS Hampshire on its way to
Russia.

The residents of Waterloo Township, as

well as their neighbours to the south in the -

Dumfries, like most people in the Canadas of
the 1830s, were caught up in the hype of this
newfangled mode of transportation that
would solve many of their problems — rail-
ways. However, it would be 20 years before
the people of Canada West would start to see
their efforts and money transformed into

iron monsters puffing their way across the

rural landscape between their growing com-
munities.

By the middle of the 1850s, the two
major railway companies of Canada West
were getting their lines in operation through
Waterloo and South Dumfries Townships.
The Great Western Railway started opera-
__.ions on their line from Hamilton to London
with a special train on December 15, 1853.
This operation was over what today we
would call skeletonised track, and that was a
factor in many accidents — but that is an-
other topic.

The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada
train operation between Toronto and Bramp-
ton started in the middle of October 1855.
The Berlin Chronicle of February 6, 1856,
reported that the GTR had run a train from
Toronto to Guelph on January 30, 1856, to
show the “Provincial Nabobs” the value of
their monetary support.

The first regular GTR passenger train,
with nearly 150 passengers, arrived in Berlin
from Guelph on Wednesday moming, June
18, 1856.

The Stratford Beacon of September 5,
1856, reported that the first GTR iron horse
made his debut in Stratford on Wednesday,
September 3, in the presence of a number of
spectators. This same article reported that
I. N. Hall had received a stock of watches
and jewellery by the Grand Trunk.

The competition between the GWR and
the GTR and their locations were both major
factors in setting the stage for the early
railway lines along the Grand River The
Grand Trunk, primarily backed by Canadian
and British supporters, was, as its name
implied, to be a “trunk line” to connect the
major Canadian centres with an ice-free sea-
port to provide year-round contact with Eu-
rope. Since we are talking of the years before
Confederation, the maritime provinces were
not part of the Canadas, and Portland,
Maine, was the chosen seaport. The GTR
promoters were also looking at enticing as
much western U.S. traffic as possible to their
line. The prime source of that traffic was
Chicago. The straightest possible line from
Toronto towards Chicago placed their line
through Berlin.

The Great Western Railway, in addition
to the support of British investors, used U.S.
support that was looking for a line north of
Lake Erie to get around some of the U.S.
competition to gain access to Chicago. The
alignment of the GWR from Hamilton, on its
approach to Harrisburg and Paris, was estab-
lished up the Niagara escarpment to suit the
demands of two of the railway’s influential

supporters, Sir Allan Napier MacNab and Dr.
Hamilton, who insisted that the line serve
their lands.

So as these two railway systems opened
their parallel systems acrossthe Grand River,
as shown in the overview map, they were
about 20 miles apart. The simple difference
in the sizes of the two systems, and Canada’s
broad track gauge, quickly made the Great
Western the underdog. One final item that
made the upper Grand River a growing com-
munity was the immigration of the Mennon-
ites, who arrived in Waterloo Township in
1805 and were creating a growing market
around the community of Berlin that was too
enticing for the Great Western, and later
other railways, to overlook.

The railways’ march up the Grand Valley
The first railway sounds in the valley were
from horse-drawn earth scrapers and ringing
spike hammers as construction progressed on
the 11.75-mile Great Western branch line
from Harrisburg to Galt. This work followed
the 1850 authorisation for the GWR to build
this branch. The summers of 1852 and '53
saw construction in full swing. A advertise-
ment in a March 1852 newspaper called for
hundreds of labourers for work on this
branch. The official opening of this branch
took place on Monday, August 21, 1854. The
Great Western Time Table of September 5,
1855, for the Galt Branch shows that this
community had two trains for passengers
arriving and two departing daily, except Sun-
day. The footnote of this Time Table is inter-
esting:

“Stages — Leave Station on the arrival of the
7:10 p.m. Train for Preston, Berlin, Waterloo,
St. Jacobs, Haysville, Hamburg, Peterburg,
Stratford, Mitchell, Harpurhey, Clinton Cor-
ners, and Goderich, also, for New Hope,
Guelph, Elora, Fergus, Arthur, Durham Vil-
lage and Owen Sound, returning from these
places in time for the 9:00 a.m. train. - C. J.
Brydges, Managing Director.”

Early CN family railway lines in southwestern Ontario
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The Galt and Guelph Railway Company
Amongst the Hamilton business fraternity
that had supported the Great Western was
Isaac Buchanan, a Scottish-born politician
and successful merchant. He in company
with seventeen other gentlemen incorpo-
rated The Galt and Guelph Railway Com-
pany under a Province of Canada Act, on
November 10, 1852. This act authorised the
construction of a 15.2-mile line extending
from Galt, via Preston, Hespeler and
Glenchristie, to Guelph. Construction was
slow in starting due to the poor general
economic conditions. Messrs. Brown, Mec-
Donell, and Cotton were awarded the con-
tract for the construction of this line. How-
ever, in the spring of 1855 this firm advised
the G&G that it was impossible for them to
continue with the work. It was reported that
the work completed at that time was valued
at almost £13 000. The first four miles of the
Galt and Guelph Railway Company, from
Galt north to Preston, was opened on
November 28, 1855.

By March 1856 there was a engine house
at Preston, since it was reported that about
20 gentlemen, principally inhabitants of Pre-
ston, attended the G&G's annual meeting
there on March 3, 1856.

The G&G promoters approached the
communities for financial aid. The communi-
ties of Galt, Preston, Hespeler, and Guelph
responded with subscriptions to this project.
The Town of Galt provided $62 500.

The G&G, like many small early railways,
was plagued with bridge design problems.
The science of bridge design was still in its
infancy in the 1850s. The few qualified de-
signers were used on the construction of the
larger structures. This resulted in many
smaller bridges, being built without the ben-
efit of engineering.

On the afternoon of Monday, July 7,
1856, a gravel train with 13 loaded cars was
working around Main Street in Galt. As this
train was passing over Mill Creek bridge just
north of Main Street, the engineer felt as if
something was giving way. On looking back,
he saw the bridge sinking. To quote the
reporter of the day, “With admirable presence
of mind, he called to the fireman to ‘loose
the brake,’ and putting on the whole steam
of the engine, it gave a leap into the air, and
in a violent effort threw itself off the bridge
on to the road, carrying the tender and one
of the gravel cars with it.” The remaining 12
gravel cars fell into the stream. Of the six
men on the gravel cars, three were killed.

The opening of the Galt and Guelph
Railway along the Speed River from Preston
to Guelph was reported in the Berlin Chroni-
cle of September 15, 1857, as follows, “The
line will positively be opened on Monday,
September 28, 1857. Trains will leave Guelph:
at 7 o'clock in the moming, and half-past
one in the afternoon.”

The Great Western's Timetable of Octo-
ber 14, 1857, stated that effective Monday,
October 19, 1857, the morning train would

10 * Rail and Transit * March 1996

leave Guelph at 8:15 a.m. for its two-hour
run to Harrisburg. The afternoon train left at
4:45 p.m., arriving in Harrisburg at.7:00 p.m.

The Galt and Guelph Railway Company,
although it was always operated by the Great
Western Railway, survived as an independent
company until 1860, when its financial woes
reached the point that the GWR foreclosed
on its mortgages and took it over.

The Preston and Berlin Railway Company
Now that we have described the railway
network around the area of the Preston and
Berlin, it's time to look at this line. While, as
indicated, this line had been discussed for
many years, indications are that it was 1855
before any physical work was commenced. In
June 1855, the Board of Directors of the Galt
and Guelph Railway approved a survey for a
line from Preston to Berlin. '

This year, 1855, also saw the Village of
Berlin pass a by-law to subscribe £5000 to
the Galt and Guelph Railway towards the
building of a branch line from Preston to
Berlin.

Following the financial support of munic-
ipalities like Berlin, the Galt and Guelph
Railway started at least some construction in
1855 and 1856 on this line that was to
extend from the Galt and Guelph Railway in
Preston, via Doon and German Mills, to
Berlin. The Galt and Guelph Railway, proba-
bly to keep the municipal subsidies straight,
decided to incorporate this branch line to
Berlin as a separate company.

The Preston and Berlin Railway Com-
pany was incorporated on June 10, 1857,
under Act 20 Victoria Chapter 147, Province
of Canada, on petition of the Galt and
Guelph Railway to take over construction
and to operate the extension of the railway
proposed to be built by the Galt and Guelph
Railway Company from Preston to Berlin.

Mid-summer 1857 saw the report that
“The Preston and Berlin Railway is rapidly
approaching completion, and, according to
appearance, will be open very shortly after
the Galt and Guelph line.”

The September 15 report on the opening
of the G&G stated that at Berlin, while no
work had started on the P&B station, the
lumber was on site for this frame station.
The station in Berlin was on the south side of
the Grand Trunk and just west of King Street.
Indications from the opening luncheon
speeches imply that there was a track con-
nection with the GTR. The P&B had pur-
chased land east of King Street west of the
present GTR/CN/VIA station to extend their
trackage to permit either.a union station or
adjacent stations. While this land had been
purchased, the land for a connecting right-
of-way was not, and no work on this pro-
posed eastward extension was ever under-
taken.

Mr. Samuel Keefer, the Government In-
spector, examined the works on the Preston
and Berlin Railway on Friday, October 23,
1857. He scrutinised the bridges, etc., very
closely, and stated that he was satisfied with

the substantial appearance of everything.

With Mr. Keefer's inspection being satis-
factory, it was announced that the opening of
the road would take place on November 2,
1857. The time table dated October 26, as
we have reproduced, stated that trains left
Berlin at 8:20 in the morning and 4:50 in the
afternoon, arriving again at 12:05 noon and
8:45 in the evening. A connection was made
with trains going east and west at Harris-
burg, and no change of cars was needed at
Preston. This version of a P&B timetable is
probably the only one ever used for this
railway. The December 12, 1857, G
timetable combined the Guelph and Berlin
branches into one. -~ .

While there was grumbling in Galt that
no holiday had been declared for the open-
ing of the P&B, there were celebrations in
Berlin. The Berlin town council, while the:
time was short, arranged for a civic luncheon
at Mr Klein's Hotel. Invitations to the lun-
cheon were sent to the directors and officials
of the P&B, the Great Western, and Galt and
Guelph lines, and to the council and most
prominent citizens of the neighbouring
towns.

The official inaugural train over the new
line, consisting of two passenger cars
thronged throughout, arrived at Berlin at
12:15 p.m. The artillery company saluted its
arrival in the loudest tones they could manu-
facture for the occasion. The guests were
received at the station by the Reeve, H. S.
Huber, and were escorted in carriages to Mr.
Klein's Hotel, where, a little after 1:00 p.m.,
a party of over one hundred gentlemen,
including A. J. Fergusson, MPE of Guelph,
sat down to an excellent champagne lun-
cheon.

Creat Western Railway.

OPENING OF THE
Preston and Berlin Branch.

N AND AFTER MONDAY, 2d
November, 1857, and until further notice,
Trains will run as follows :
'FROM BERLIN.

AM.,  P.HM.
Berlin, departecsve.... 820 450
0ofl, % e..0....- 842 512
Preston, 4 ......... 900 5230
Harrisburg, arrive..... 10 00 6 30
Hamilton PR 1056 720
P M,
London “ . 215
TO BERLIN.
AM.  P.M.
London,depart........ 130 410
Hamilton, ¢ ..u.000- T 48 5 40
Harrisburg, arrive.....1¢ 15 700
Preston, arrive........ 11 20 4 00
Doan, B ceuaeseall 40 8 20
P. M.
Berlin ceeess. 1205 B 45

Passengers o and from Berlin for Stations on
the Main Line, will change cars at Harrisburg.
There will be no change at Preston.

C. G. BRYDGES,

Managing Director.
Q. W. R. Offices,
Hamilton, October 26, 1867, 573-6




To ensure the consumption of cham-
pagne fitted the occasion, the chairman pro-
posed, “Prosperity to the Preston and Berlin
Railway” in addition to the usual toasts to
the Queen and Country Mr. Keefer told the
gathering that the road was well built, and
he indicated that some culverts were supe-
rior to those upon the Grand Trunk.

The consensus of the dinner party was
that the road itself was built more substan-
tially than most had expected. The long
bridges upon the line were exceedingly
strong structures. There were a number of
curves on the road, but these, it was under-
stood, were unavoidable. The cars travelled
very smoothly, for a new road, and the offi-
cers engaged were said to be courteous and
obliging.

These men patted themselves on the
back over the admirable location of the road,
and the vast and wealthy country it ran
through and tapped. It was expected that
this line would ultimately be one of the
best-paying branch lines in America, as well
as a most important feeder to the Great
Western Railway.

Hardly had the effects of this luncheon
womn off before problems for the P&B
started. The first came when it was realised
that Berlin's 1855 by-law for a subsidy to the
P&B was illegal. This meant that a second
by-law had to be prepared. Since the P&B
was in operation, much of the 1855 support
for its construction had waned and council
voted down the second by-law on December
3, 1857. This led to a lengthy legal battle. As
in these types of cases, there were lots of
barbs thrown around.

Contrary to statements from people like
Government Inspector Keefer, there were
those that questioned the calibre of both the
design and construction of the P&B. Reports
indicate that there were 22 curves on this
9.7-mile road, accepted to reduce the exca-
vation and fill. Some curves had a radius as
short as 700 feet (8 degrees), and there were
also sharp reverse curves. The 9.7 miles of
the P&B cost, without equipment, £103 000,
about the same price per mile as had been

_paid for the Grand Trunk.

The P&B had its finger-pointers about
insider profiteering. One such comment was
on the “good fortune” that the Honourable
Jonathan Spiller had in buying up certain
parcels of land in the vicinity of all the
principal stations.

Less than three months after the opening
of the Preston and Berlin came its closing.
The Berlin Chronicle of Wednesday, January
28, 1858, reported that the P&B would be
closed at the end of January since the re-
ceipts of the road were not sufficient to
induce the Great Western Railway to con-
tinue running it. The same paper a week
later, February 3, 1858, reported that the
P&B bridge over the Grand River had been
washed out and closed up the railway. Two
stages were put in service between Preston

and Berlin to replace the trains.

The exact configuration of the Grand
River bridge is subject to some dispute. One
report describes the bridge as one of stone

‘abutments supporting a Howe Truss. Another

account states, “the masonry of the upper
face of one of the piers, with which the ice
would come in contact is unbroken — the
wall is cracked at the lower end ~ if the ice
have done this, it must have travelled up
stream — the other pier has collapsed entirely
not having been built sufficiently strong to
hold together.” To me, this second account of
a bridge, with at least two piers in addition
to the abutments, both fits the site and
makes more engineering sense.

The statement about the bridge with
piers was made in rebuttal to statements
from those who blamed the bridge collapse
on the lack of ice-breakers for the bridge that
had not been constructed because Berlin had
not contributed the £5000 promised in 1855.

One must conclude that the collapse of
the Grand River bridge was caused by under-
scouring, or the washing-out of material
from under the piers. The placement of piers
in the water causes a swirling motion in the
water around the downstream end of the
piers. Again, to quote one of the 1858 arti-
cles, “The simple fact is that the Bridge has
been built on a shoal, or loose river deposit,
the piers have not had a sound foundation,
they have been mined by the flood, the upper
ends have sunk some three or four feet, and
the masonry has cracked asunder.”

The Preston and Berlin
and other nearby railways

German Mills

Regardless, the P&B had ceased opera-
tion by the end of January 1858, less than
three months after its opening.

In 1859, the statement was made that
the Preston and Berlin line remained closed
— the bridges rotting, the iron rusting, and
the line altogether going rapidly to decay.

The subsidy haggle with Berlin contin-
ued in court and was finally settled in the
parliament of the Province of Canada, when
on October 15, 1863, an act was passed
exonerating Berlin from the payment of its
subscriptions of 1855 and 1857. Under this
same act, Edward Irving Fergusson acquired
the property and privileges of the Preston
and Berlin Railway, by virtue of a mortgage
previously granted him, as'well as the right
to sell it.

Under a deed dated November 14, 1865,
the Grand Trunk Railway acquired the prop-
erties of the former Preston and Berlin Rail-
way from Mr. Fergusson.

The 2.75-mile section of the P&B from
southeast of Doon to Preston was not reha-
bilitated. Since this portion was on the inter-
val lands adjacent to the Grand River, it had
very little business potential.

The remaining portion (approximately
6.9 miles) of the P&B from near Doon north
through German Mills to Berlin passed a
number of mills and manufacturers and
hence had potential as a branch line for the
Grand Trunk Railway.

The Grand Trunk Railway Doon Branch

Following its 1865 takeover, the Grand Trunk
Railway apparently did little work towards
putting the northern portion of the former
Preston and Berlin line in shape for railway
traffic. A July 1872 report states, “The Engi-
neer of that Railway (GTR) is daily expected
to inspect the condition of the old road
between Doon and Berlin, and to see that it
is put in proper order for the opening of the
line, Some rather extensive repairs are likely
to be necessary on the bridges on the old

. line, but otherwise we understand the road

is in fair order.”

During the latter part of the 1860s, there
was agitation for this line to be extended
southward to Galt. On June 28, 1871, the
Town of Galt passed a by-law authorising an
expenditure of $25 000 in aid to the GTR to
extend its line to the town. The argument in
support of this aid was that the GTR would
be competition for the GWR, and the people
of Galt would save from 12 to 30 percent on
freight shipments.

The various factions within the town of
Galt did several rounds of sparring over the
station location before the site on the west
side of the Grand River south of Parkhill
Road West near George Street was adopted.
Apparently to help satisfy the parties, the
track was extended south for a few more
blocks to St. Andrews Park.

In March 1872, John Fergusson of Galt
was awarded the contract to construct the

Rail and Transit * March 1996 ¢ |1



roadbed for the 6.2 miles of railway for an
estimn~ted $22 573.38, which work he started
on Monday, April 22, 1872. It was expected
that the right-of-way, engineering expenses,
ete., would add another four or five thou-
.sand dollars to this amount. By the end of
May, John Fergusson had over one hundred
men along with 50 carts and horses at work
on the line. Wednesday, July 17, 1872, saw
the inspection of the line by the engineer of
the GTR, Mr. Fergusson, and Mr. O'Keefe, the
engineer in charge. The result was that Mr
Fergusson was instructed to proceed to ac-
quire 15 000 ties for the line. '

In September 1872, the Grand Trunk put
gangs on the line from Berlin to Doon, to
upgrade the line for train operation to permit
material to brought in for the southward
extension. However, the ties for the exten-
sion could not be obtained either by Mr
Fergusson or the GTR, so the expected com-
pletion of the line was delayed.

This delay provided time for a lawsuit.
The town of Galt had arranged for the con-
struction of the roadbed from Doon to Galt.
The width of cuttings was made 18 feet, the
same as on the old P&B, and also the width
considered a Canadian standard. However,
the GTR stated that their standard width for
cuttings was 22 feet. Since the town couldn't
get a final sign-off from the GTR, they re-
fused to make final payments to the contrac-
tor, Mr. Fergusson. So it was off to court and
finally to a board of arbitrators:

During June 1873, the Grand Trunk
started laying the ties and rails between

* Doon and Galt. Some twelve cars of rails for
the extension were shipped to Doon. The
rails were laid to within a comparatively
short distance of Blair by June 12. It should
be remembered that these mails were being
laid at the broad gauge of 5 feet 6 inches
between the rails. ‘

The town of Galt, as part of the agree-
ment with the GTR, was to build the station
and freight sheds. Work on the 30-by-38-foot
station commenced on June 11, 1873.

By August 1, the track was laid into the
station yard at Galt, and the engine was
down daily carrying materials for the work-
men. Shortly after this, it was decided not to
open the line to traffic until after the pend-
ing change in track gauge — to our present
standard, 4 feet 8% inches — scheduled for
October 6, 1873.

Since this gauge changeover took longer
than expected, the town of Galt was given a
couple of false starts for the official opening
of their line.

Finally on Monday, October 13, 1873,
the GTR branch was opened for freight and
passenger business to and from Galt. The
first train left the Galt depot shortly after
7:00 a.m. on that day, with a fair number of
passengers. On Tuesday, October 14, Mr
Thomas Todd, a town merchant, had the

_honour of making the first shipment of
freight over the new road, loading three cars
of barley for Boston, and one of apples for

12 * Rail and Transit * March 1996

Glasgow, Scotland, which were taken off by
the moming train.

GTR and Canadian National train service
continued to Galt until early 1956, though at
the end it was down to one train per week.
The construction of Highway 401 in the area,
across the alignment of the branch, gave the
excusé to abandon the line south of Doon.
This basically left the old P&B portion in
operation. The 40 years since that abandon-
ment has seen.about another two miles of
the old P&B abandoned. But today, almost
140 years after the Preston and Berlin was
opened, CNR diesel-electric switchers still
trundle over about five miles of the same
alignment that the P&B used for those three
months at the end of 1857.

A quick lock at nearby railway lines

The first railway on the scene after the com-
pletion of the Doon branch was the construc-
tion of the Credit Valley Railway between

. Toronto and St. Thomas. The section which

runs through Galt is presently part of the CP
Rail Galt Subdivision. The first train over the
Grand River Bridge, which crossed both the
river and the GTR Doon branch, was on
December 24, 1879. A single locomotive is
said to have crossed the bridge on December
18. The CVR was leased by the CPR in June
1883.

In 1890 the Galt and Preston Street Rail-
way was incorporated, and four years later it
had constructed slightly less than five miles
between the two communities. In 1895, the
G&PSR undertook the construction of an
extension east along the Speed River from
Preston to Hespeler.

The construction of the Preston and
Berlin Street Railway line between the two
communities in 1903 formed the basis for the
Grand River Railway and CP's electric opera-
tion along the Grand River. In our October
1991 column, we covered the 1905 squabble
between the CP electrics and the GTR at
Seagram's plant as CP pushed their line
north of the GTR into Waterloo. The Grand
River Railway continued to expand and
pushed a freight line across the Grand River
at Galt to serve industries on the western
bank in 1907. The final main link in the
railway network along the Grand was the
construction in 1912 of the Lake Erie and
Northern Railway south of Galt.

The GRR rail line along the Highway 8 |
median in Kitchener was relocated in 1961.
Following this relocation, the GRR had run-
ning rights over a portion of CN's Waterloo
Subdivision. While there are many more sto-
res and details of the railways along the
Grand River, I will close with this relocation,
which in theory put the Preston and Berlin
Street Railway operation on the old Preston
and Berlin Railway.

While this story has been a long time in
the mill, I would like to thank all who have
spent time with me discussing these lines,
and especially to Ray Corley and George
Roth for their comments.




The Galt Reformer nz: Messrs, Jamos
Young, M.P., John Davidson and William
Robinson, Esqra., the delegates sppolnted by
the public meeting of the ratepayers of Galt
a few weeks ago, to megotiate, with Mr.
Brydges cosoerning the exteasion of the rall-
way from Doon to Galt, went to Toroato on
Tuesday morning. Aoccordlag to arraage-
ment they met with Mr, Brydges, aud we
received a - telegram as we were golog to

giving a synopsis of the men$ en- |

tJ

‘tered Into, It says:—°* If Galt will make
the road-bed, &o., Mr. Brydges has agreed
-to put down the find the fron, and give
a Legislative guarantee $o ran one traln esch
way per day.” The matter will be snd.
nrléod to the publioin a practical shape in s
short time. o :
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1 'DOON RATLWAY.— A  recent trip
¢.along the line 1iol'_ ths: road: showed
% that it will now be but a shorttime
=7 before our. Grand Trunk:.connection
Lwillibe completed. | When  we
! | over +the road the .ties and
iy 1ron were Jaid| to:ashort cistance
sind this side of the old red :mill at Blair,
st and e large g8 g+ of ‘men;: with -a
f

locomotive and .cars, were - busily
employed layipg the track towards
Galt. -|.By - this . time, .'the engine
‘must be able to reach the old Young
farm, now occupied by, Mr James
hiel ;| and. should no lhrtherdelaz
fgr iroh or tics-take plage, thq trac
will be:laid into Gslt inside of two
weeks.: The road is bejng capilally
laid, new 1ron being used . through-

—he GArT ReTBRTER
Suly 1, |1873



+,.THE rails having been laid {o the
g k-Depot in this town|

-, ~ yesterday, the men in lhe, employ.
of the Company marched . down to
~.the Quecn’s Hotel, whero Ibey

. were mel by a number of our lowns- :
| men.~ Alter giving hearty cheers|!

3 ;';-"Ior the Grarid Tronk and the Town. ‘I
i | of Galt, refreshments were-anded|.

| round, sfter which the”men, head-
_:~ted by the ‘Mayor, marched -through

loudly | cheered at several points.
| The engine was nicely decorated

.| on the' first "through tram. The
F&" .| officials in connection with the

;- Road who visited: our town were
i - tho. following :—Enpgine-driver, . J.
- Brown ; Conductor, W. Martin;
_ Foreman of road, G. Wilson. These
© ., gentlemen - were accompanicd by
t——— Mr W-. H. Brennan, agent at Gall
_ay: station, snd Mr Wm.-Crawford and
~ &% Mr D. Kilborn, officials o’ the Galt
- . extenston. .Threo cheors for the
. 77, Grand Trunk! T e el

w_'

| the principal streets. They were}

. | with evergreens, and several ladies|
.- and gentlemen- from Berlin - were |

s TS GALT RepoRTe R

August ), 1873
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THE (arls ha vmg been laxd to the
Tib ey 11eaR g H)Gpot in- this: town
yesterday, the men in the [employ
"dffhe Company marched 'down to

| fbe Queen’s Hotel; where they
; were met bya number of our {owns-
-men. . Alter: gieing hearty cheers

) slorthe Grand Trunk and the Town
. ;of Galt, refreshments were-fanded
irouhd; after which the”men, head:

<<l by Jl‘tm-ﬁuym', marched through

theanncxpal streets. They were

-loudly. cheered at several points.

- The engine: was nicely decorated
“with-evergreens, and sevaral ladies
" and geéntlemen from . Berlin were
won the first' through tram. The
o oﬂiclala in connection with - the
"~ Road who visited our town were

E the. following :—Engine-driver, J..

Vgﬁg‘ Brown ; Conductor, W. Martin ;

“#" Foreman of road, G. Wilson, These

o gentleten were  accompanied by

.."ff:,.-;'ff“. r-Wa:-H. Brennan, agent at*(Galt

fstahoh, and Mr Wm. Grawford and
~." Mr D. Kilborn, officials on the Galt

‘extenston. Three cheers for the

Grand Trunk' ~ ‘
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" A LOCOMOTIVE and . train of cars
~ with sccompanying workmen are
now ongaged ballasting on the(;hﬁ"
‘and Berlin Railway. “THo road- i
bed will sogp-be-if condition to!
careiasnout over it, although we
understand that it is unhkely that!
‘it will be opened ‘for nger
traffic until the guage on the main
“Iriie 18 changed—which is expected
tobt;e-dono In_the beginningiof Oc-'
tober. ) . s ‘

- Tue trains gn the branch of the
~Grand Trunk ahd Galt and Guelph
) lines, ahout a
" .ingin clear. vielw ‘of one another on
. - opposito -sides|of the :niver, ‘the
' engines gcnerally salute one an-
.. other with .the whistle' in their
- -most expressivy . language. Tho
- 'tooling™ that |(akes platy - is . very
. melodious—at 8 proper di tance.,.

7‘_'—-_““. n"

GALT
QueusT 8 1873

il above Qalt, Tan- |




A LOLOMOTIVE and ‘frai ) of cars
thh accompanymg ‘workmen are

» now ongaged ballasting on he: Gﬁ"{l
and Berlm ‘Railway. _PHe “road-
. ved: ‘will..soop beAi, shdition to
—=Cavertae S over. 1t, although we
b nnderstand that:tls unh tely that
t'will beico ned for ssenger'
| traffi¢ until the guage on he ‘main

—tme s changed-w ich is expected
fﬂbI;e dotie in the begmmng of Oc-
ober. |
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Taf - bulding bq-_ thq cngine
houde\ and turn-table at ihe Galt

of the Grand | Trupk .Rail-
s being rapidly proceeded
and will be comploted in a
jme. Some filty ncw narrow-
engines have. been received
Grand Trunk a: Montreal,
to be readv for the change 'of iuage’
in‘thd early part of next mouth,

stati
, way|
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1G3. T. RaiLway.—The work on
r branch of this line 18 now - well
anced, the greater .part of th

_ being ‘ballasted and in " first:
‘rate’ order. 'The trsck has been
, 1aid in Galt as far down George . st.
 agthe road leading to the cemetery,

d s properly graded and gravel-
. The turn-table, jengine house
+ and track-at the stalion are also
, well advanced toward completion.
It is said that the engine and cars
~ that bave been employed on this
e up to the presont time will be
ithdrawn in a few days, to go on
to the main line to assist in making
the necessary preparations for - the
change - of gauge on‘'the 6th of
next month. EThe official circular

~~ gnnouncing this change has| been
issued. As . soon .as possibld|alter

© - the change has been accomplished,
- "the Galt Branch will be opened for
‘.'."'regn_lar_traiﬁ;c. : 2l

A — T g T A
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\A LARGE quantity of l'reiglh'gi_a
now being shipped. from Galf by |
|the’ Grand Trunk. Railway, |and
the receipts are also considergble.
The pasgenger traffic keaps up well,
considering the lale hour at which
the train ja_rri_yea_ at'night. " .. r'

+VAN alteération in tBe time of [pup.
ning trains on, the Great Westery
and 1ts. branches will comie - into
eflect on Monday néxt. - Thé time-
table for the Galt Brapch has not;
yelbeen pubiished, -

GBLT
OcroBer 9, 1875
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- e
opening| of’ the-Galt and Doon)*
nrnn' It of the Grand Trunk

[ Railwny.

] —_— G
I'Mh-r much unavoulablo delay the|
ople | f, Galt bavo it in their
phwer lo say that the mueh covat
connection with the Grand T
Rnilway|is an accomplishpd” fact.
(Miginl| notification has heen ' Tes
chivod |[from C. J. Bryliges, isa.,
that l.dny next wokk has leen
ved for! the formil o ening, ond;
that ot and. alter the line will bo
nened lor general trallic. This-is
mosl gralilying announcoment.
Mer.years of incubus, alter weary-
1g talesiof want of shipping facili-
es, of high tarifls, of delags in
hipping, of every want which S
ould dwarl oty trade and shagnalo
ur lown, .wo flnd, - at last, &
nghteri prospect. For years and
fanrs our people wero content su-
incly; to wait for the much dolaged
. something” which. was. always
lumg to]" turn up” te build up our

rado jand ugan tbithe. town an
‘vonue which would lead to pros:

2o 0 O

g0 =

O}

-0

rity: They posscased their sounls
n ratience until thay.got so accus-
tomed; to the heatan Lrack they had
mads and the "old mah! they had
horneon their backs, that efforts to
emancipate them, were by them-
selres! received cooll%: and sup-
porled hut weskly. hey needed
rousing, | and, il the compotition
amongst towns 1n Onterio has had
no-other|good efect, the people ot
alt havo st-lesst to thank that
apirit ifor he awnkening which
they have received, and may for
|all time, as well-wishors of their
o— town,| look back with. favorable

" R ~feyes on that which compelled their|’
mlfﬁ @Hlt £pﬂ[t£t action by a forca which they could

- . ; ""|uot neglect or ignore, lor aither
And Watsiloo Oounty Advertiser. courss meant most serious injury.

T omiamessennmmamansals Thelngitalion to ssenre the con-

) ., OALT, Uk 0. 811 N nection with the Grand Trunk by,

T hahentnansgaed (LU line [which 18 just abont to open

aTIng be had 4 the Office, and at the i 5|
vt Faaing & G5 BTt Vouman's commenced in 1869. 1n 3870, pre

Bockaiare. 3 liminary arrongements- laoking to

| r—— 8 rcumc"nhs ]hct%een thg Grand
sening of the Grand Trank rank gnd the Town were cnter-

: 0} ¥ R. R.to Galt " |ed into, and in 1871 the agresments
e made,jthe ln\t‘? paseed p bylaw

granling 425,000 1n a1d of the con-

We yeslerday afternoan received | orion of the line,.and) surveys
tho lollowing telegram lrom - the [ere 'commence) which, ohien
Mayor, who had progeaded . to| finished, weru made thel basis of
Toronto t Isee' Mr Brydges regard- conlragts. Thesesurvey looked to

ing the opening of ‘e Gall and l?"h“ was known as thp‘.upper

B i :
. Borlin branch of thg Grand Trunk jorel. tluiubt;’:;:‘elgr;{}‘fhi.:mm sligr, o OQ'TDBEK [ O
& Ratlway i~ . %7 : to the conclnsiog that it wWas & most )
e ToroHTO, Nth Oat,, 1873. . |desirable thing that the i |
4 Tho Berlio train 6 Toronte. #ill | the lino,should be- locat
start’ from Galt on Monday morning. most ndvantageous plac: possible O
Mr Brydges; Mr Potter and others, will | for our y8 were
bo prosent on Thursday, or Friday to|ran on as the O
up thel hill, which
been necessary had the [line -been
constructed on the higher level.
The "|Lower -level”
very |muoch the most

open.”

but 118 desirability when|compare

with tHe other line, was go obvions,
that thé business men of| the “town
took tho matter in hand,| and esk-
ing salscriptions,jmet with & very
read y.tesponse, so that it was put|
within|ibe Téach |of the town 1o
secure [the lower [levol, its contri-
hation/inaid thereol, being $1500
over and ahove the $25,000 ongin-
ally granted under By-law. Dr.
Ferguson, of Gdlt secured the con
\ract for the construction, .and on)
the 220d April, 1872, work . wag
commeénced, progressing - sleadily
antil the ling, 80 far as " road-bed |
construclion --waa- concerned, wad
finishéd. From thistime began the
work | of the.-¢rand Truok. Th |
line from Berlin ta Doon, only par
tially jnzed for a \number of . years
was ina bad state of repdir, an j
workmen; | were jemplo; daring
all last winter in repairipg that por;
tion of the:branch. . Farly insprio
the locomotive began tobe haarﬁ
in Galt, and on the 8lst July, the
day on- which ‘the’ people ot Galt
and D)umfrieadecided by their voles

that they would secare conneclion
withl tho (eaditn Talla= .o :
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~longer  than it. otherwise would
" have done. Itisnow gaid that the
. branch wiil be opened for traflic on
_tne16th inst { this is correct; an-
.-effort should be made to change it,
" agthis is the gecond- day ot the
s+ Qorth ‘Waterloo Show, when most

- ofioar people wild .P_e at ‘Ayr.
b — e -

ez

B

' Thg work ol changing lhﬁ g;a::Y
' ’ k Ralw
+on the Grand Trop

f?)e{WEen Montreal and Str?.ifgrj(il
was’ successiully accomplisie

~on Friday and. Qaiurday lost. The

{ast trail oY the
Stratford ENO 1y i L B

“Hrst train on D€ w e
tbaisi;:l‘ovur the line o0 batg:;d%lyl
! \ oal A
alternoon: herT Rt

i L T ON
g(}O'.‘ WOTRH\" Ohl" ' i
. gau‘,:e t\lld W H'lth!.])‘r‘-h, the be
: " ‘

resuits t0 the Gri
thie chuuzge:

G AT

Qursper 10
IB73

R 1 :
‘i @At Brancy GIT. RAILWAY.
“The work of changing the gauge
n. this.. part of the Grand Trunk
ine: was commenced on Monday !
fternodn, ‘and was coneluded ‘on
‘Wednesday evening. Alarge gang
gt men ‘was at work, but on account
ot no preparations having previ-
-“'ously. been mado, - the work - took



Opening of the ‘Galt and Doon
Branch of the Grand Trunk
l{aile‘my.

After much unavoidable delay the
people of Galt have it in their
power to say that the much coveted
connection with the Grand Trunk-
Railway is an accomplished fact.
Official potification has been re-
ceived from O. J. Brydges, Bsa.,
that & day nextl week has teen
fixed for - the formal opening, and
that on and alterithe hne will be
opened for general trafic. This is
a most  gratitying announcement.
After yéars of inchibus, after weary-
ing tales of want of shipping facili-
ties, of high tariffs, of delays in

shipping, of every want which
could dwarf ourtrado and shgnate
our town, we ‘find, at last, a
brighter prospect. For years and
years our people were content an-
pinely tb wait for the much delayed
“ gomething” which was always
going to “turn up” to build up our
trado and openito the town an
avenue which would lead to pros
perity. - They posscssed their souls
1n patience untilithey got so accus-
tomed to the beaten track they had
made and the “old ma” they had
borne on their backs, that efforts ta
emancipate them wers by them-
s¢ltes received 5cooll,yr, and sup-
porled hut weakly. ‘They needed
rousing, and, it the competition
amongst townsin Ontario has had
no other good eflect, the people of
(3alt have ‘atileast to thank that
gpirit for 'the”‘awakening 'which'
they have received, and may for
all time, &8 -well-wishers ‘of their’
town, look back with favorable'
teyes on that which compelled their,
action by a force which thay could,
not neglect -or ignore, tor either|
course meaht most serious injury. |
“ The sgitation to secure the con-,
nection with the Grand Trunk by
the line which 18 just abount to open
commerced in 1869, ln 1870, pre-
liminary arrangements looking to
’glgree:_nems between the Grand

ronk-and the Town were onter-
ed into, and in 1871 the agreements
made; thé town passed a bylaw
granting $25,000 in aid of the con-
struction of the' line, and surveys
were commencel which, when!
finished, -were"made the basis of
nontranta. . Thesn rurvave lnokad rnl

Gl

Ooctoper 10
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- THE Grand  Trunk Railway
since its opening to this town has
done a fair freight and passengor
business, and is proving a great
convenience. The station-master
i8 Mr Brennan—lato of Berlin—a
gentleman in every way qualified

for the position ; and it is not diffi.
cult to toretell that in a. short time
the Grand Trunk from Galt will
do a large share of both the freight
?nd, passenger hnsiness of the
own,

. e el 0 AP ¢ @ . e

GanT
Ceroper 17, 1973



| Grand ‘Trunk Bailwa 7

_ |1n accordance with the anngunce.
mont made 1n our last issup,|the
Grand-Trunk Railway branch jwas
opened on Monday Tast lor freight
and passenger business to and irom
Galt. The first train lef} ' the:
depot in this town shortly alter 7
|o'clock on Monday morning,| with
a lair number of passengers. Since
that date the trains have rud reg-
nularly, and we are pleased to state

that hoth freight and passengers|
have offered froely, and that jap-
pearances point to tho read in a
short time doing an eXtensive busi-|
ness. On Tuesday, Mr Thomas.
Tod, our well-known commission
merchant, had the honor of making
the first shipment of freight over
the new road, loading three cars of
burley for Boston, and oneolapples
for Glasgow, Scotland, which were
taken off by Tuesday morning's
train. At present, there.is only one
train each way per day on the road,
heing a through train to Toronto;
bat we hope that in a short ‘time
the business done will warrant: in-
creased accommodation in this Tos-
péct. It is evident that the road
18{going tb be everything that was
expected/of it by our shippers -and
others, and in the increased * facih-
tins that it will offer in this respect

we may safely look for a large|
- meagure of prospenty‘inthe future. |

l "'"""‘""—-"‘"-."’""-""'""""““‘"_l' s
s !

THe GALT
Re RorTER

Oc—orer. |7
(873



__
'Formal Opcnlng of. G- T Rall-

lThe Galt branch o{ the Grand‘
Trunk leway will - be formally
oﬂened lo-day, when'it is expécted
that Mr: Potter chmrman of the
l“ glish Board ot Directots; ‘Mr
Brydges, Managing Dxrector My
Splcer Supérmtendent Mr Hanna- “TES
ford, " Ohlef Dngmeer, and other GALT "eRERIER
oﬂicmla of thé railway will pay ouy
town a visit, - They will be received
at.tha: stauon by.the -Mayor and October 3|
Ra:lway Committee, and othergen- /&773
tlemen of the town ;.and in the even-
ing: a.ﬁdmﬁer in lhelr honor: will
bo Riven, at ‘the | Queena Hotel
Ong té th. latonoss of the' sdason,
an other causes, the demonstration
has not taken tho wide rangi that
.m tﬁrstm(ended but we now
f that our: tbwnspeople will- all join

earhly}n showing respoct™to’ bm'

dtstiﬁgmahedmmtors, and; th,nt_the
demonatration - trill- ‘make ?
ud

spn'iI what:it lacks in’ mnlt

1t isinot . exaotly ‘known a8’ vet at
what hoar the special tramn contain-.
mg' our visitors will arrive,’but an
early hour in'theaftarnoon is men—- -
txon 88 bemg moet probabl e

.u:-'—‘:‘.‘ f i, Q. ,‘ ?‘
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nwnru 1hd Gn

and Berlln !Branch

of the Grand
buen opon j

llme it Wae| o)
"
by the uﬂ{I ald
Friday lnsl | O3
tor, tho ["rbsjdy
-Urydguu. [ltl 0]

.}l r Hanniford

rink Rallway has
or|| trafic for loﬂﬂ
bt I'urmully npenld
" thoroad, untit
n that day Mr Pot-
njiof tho Road, Mr
[a, naging Director,
(hiol Englneur. Mr

wuests, thie| fe

=

Spicer, Ttaflic|Byperintendant, and
othor offidials pr vul At Galt-about
5ocinck 'é. ln f by special lram
o;ur’the lihd, she woro|wot at the
blul:onh\u t Ittea fol onr- ln:{l
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e
Formal Opening of the Grand
¢+ Trunk Rallway to Galt.

SPRECE OF THE' PRESIDENT, MR
i Porrer.
[ Althouzh, as our roaders are
aware, the (alt and ‘Berlin Branoch
of the Grand Trunk Railway has
been opened lor traffic: for somo,
t‘ima.it was not formally opened
by the officiala of the road, untii
Friday last. On that day Mr Pot-
tor, the ['residont of the Road, Mr!
Brydges, the ‘Manaving Director,
Mr Hannaford, Chief Engineor, Mr
§picar, Traffic Superintendant, and
other officials arrived at Galt about
bao'clock p. m, by special train|
aver the lino, and wero wot at the
Station by a commlttes of our load.
tng cilizens. Messrs. DPotter and|
rydges were drivon to tho resd-
duc e of Wm. Dickson, who very
kindly invited them to he his
guests, the rest ot the gentlemen
being- escotted to the " Queons”
Hotel. B
" ln'the ovening, ahout 7 o'clock,
Measrs. Potter; Brydges, and "the
other officials, along with abont 60
ol our. most prominent ocitizans, sat
down to a capital Luonch at the
{ Qaeen's.” Mayor Kor occupied-
the Chair, having on his right Mr
Potter,and tha Rev. Mr Carran,
Reetor of Trinity Church, and on
Fl;m*-in!'t Mr Brydeesand Wm, Dick-
#on, Bsq. Mr Wm. Osborne, oocu-
p:eﬁ tba Vice-Chali. having on his
right Mr Spicer, and on his left Mr
Hannalord. he * good things"
Ernyldad by triend Colwell harins
ven got through with, the Mayor
proposed the health of the " Queen”,
which was draok in the.most |oyal
and' hearty manner. The «ther
standard toasts followed [rom the
Onair, and then came the toast of
the evening, 1n a neat speech from
‘Mayor Ker—" Success to'the Grand
iTrunk Railway, and the' Galt and
‘Doon Rallway, coupled with the
names of Messrs ' Potter and
Brydgea.”
{. MR PoTTER in rising to respond
to the'tosst, was greeted with loud
cheers. He said he had great plens.
jure 1n visuting Galt on the opening
ol the Urand Trunk, Linel to the
‘tqw_n.; When ho had bden making
lhia jourauys throngh the Province, |
ihehad jalwa§s regretted that the'
iGrand Trunk. did not touch ‘this
pection, snd, particularly, tbat it
lhadjno connection with the flonr—
dshing. - towan .of . Galt. He had
theard ‘much of the mannfactories—
;r:mgcg: ofthy enterprise—and much
ot the agricultaral . resources ol
ithis section—and long wished that
ihe could be present on such an
i}v:x!lr:.m;_lc:)n as this. He must certain-
Ly, 54y ‘that the event had taken
'gllé\oe,.«m auspizions times. Last
year in London, England, there
thad, -beon laid the foundation ol

imost :1mportant changes in the
i;G_ra_ud.' rank Railway. By the
‘patience, -persaverance, and the

edterpnas of a few men 1n thatciry,
lurge -sume had been_contributed |
for its improvement, and the resnlt
wwus soon felt. They had been|

{accident, that
|¢auxge, yet exparience tells usevery
|tnnes sfficacy with economy. Any

.|gauge ot. 4N, Biin.-onght

Twhole length ot it, and other groat

“|from his knowledge ot the share-

feral raitirosd'system of this conti-
ndnt,-" Hecould not say whether
it was the:gpirit ot true genins, or
Y inspirad Guorge
Stephanson to fix on: the 4It. 8}in.
'/day that no othér gange com

nationnl
£ - ba
avolded as s énare and -a. delusion.
‘But thers had been':thrust %o “the
‘Capitalists'of Kogland this, (Grand
Trunk Scheme, with its 15 ft. 6 inoh
/ urge, -and other moat  serious
‘ﬁr wbaoks, by acunning hand; and
‘tha people had thus -been ‘led .into
a shdre.” It 'hdd: been a E\“pvious
.bnrdén on thent all along, bat they
‘had put - their..shonlders to ‘the
'whesl, and had sacceeded inohang-
'1ng the gauge as far as Montreal, at
& oost of about a million of dollars.
| Nuxt Monday, also, he wee glad 1o
'say, another anspioious ovent]
(would be celebrated—the opening
tof the International Bridge at,Bal-
ilalo—connecting the Grand -TTdnk
;with the wholesystem of American
:Railways. . Ha thought the people!
‘in* this séction: shoanld take -into|
their serions consideration the ex-
tension of-the Galt branch to Pans.,
They wers wealthy and able to do'
it,and the. Gradd Trunk w.ould‘
assist them all they conld. The!
Paris line wounld give the Gualt
-Mannfactorers a short routs to the'
coal fields of Ohio and Pennosylva-
nia, and they wounld be enabled to'
‘Iny down coal from “either of Mase
.places without breaking bulk in 48
hours. It wodld be,also a short
routs to Bdftalo for the products of
the country,rand was well worth
the serions, consideration of the
prople of this section.[Cheers] He
fcould assure the cilizens of Gralt
that it was a source of great satis-
/| faction to him to -have the Grand

gange but the . great

| Thon:h smsller than some towns
i on the line, there wus none so fall
fof promise. Mr Potter then went

|many, that in times gone by the
Grand Trank had a connection
)| with politics,  }e did not believe
‘|it. but if auch a connection ever did
lexist, he would say emg;hnncally
that it exists no longer.

which party held 0
power, never agsin should this
| Cotnpany 1dentitv itself with vither.
{[t was their duty to see that no
''man, whatever his private and in-
|dividual feelings might be, should
use the Corporate influence ot the
|Oompany to faver either party.
It was their duty to maintsin a
neutral position. Politicians might
receive {avors trom them, but they
{ would receive none [rom politicians.
1 The Grand Trunk wounld be made
ona of the bhest linesin the world,
steel rails wounld be laid over the

improvements made. They wanted
{no favours—only mmple justice.
He wonld say in conclusion, that

holders [n the concern, that not
many years hence this rallway
wounld boa glory and a credit o
to them, and ell would feel proud
to havue sach a line located in therr
midst [Great Cherring.]

MR BRyvoes was then called
upon. He said after tho shle and
intéresting speech of Mr Potter, he
would not trouble them with any
lengthy remarks. He could say
with great satisfaction that aoli his

~wmvanma tha manv dilhenltee thae

| Trank in running order to Galt.|;

Jon to allude to the baliet of a good |-

o matter|:
the reine ol

,which toast was drank with great

wonld be mutoal.” He would sa
whatever Yart the Qompany ha
ever {aken In politles in days gone
by—and ciroumstances then some-
times tendered it necessary—the
officials now wounld havo itas their
only ambition to strive for tho.in-
teresta of those they wore serving,
and when they had done thia they
could do no more. [Cheers.]
MR.Wnt. OBBNRNE 1na few words
referred totheinterest he had taken
yours ago in the proposed extansion
to Panis, designating the schume as
one of his hobbies, and sat down by
proposing thoe health of Mr. Hanna-
ford, Chiet Inginecer of the road,

enthusiasm,

" MR HANNAFORD: said that at one
time he hardlyever expected to see
the line running to Galt. . He.had
visited the town in his offi@al capa:
city before, and then thonght'it was
a very hard place to build a-line to.
[n conversation with tha lale Chief
Engincer on tho Great Westarn
road, years ago, he'was told that it
was hard to build a railroad into
[(Falt, and when you got it there it
was still harder to get 1t ont of (Zalt,
(Laughter.) He would givo great
praise to the Mayor of Galt for his
ezertions. He would also say that

Engineer. It would give him the
grodtest pleasurs n the world to
survey the line from here to Paria.
(Oher-sa.‘))

Tue Vice CHAIR-then proposed
the health of Mr. Spicer 1n alew
words.

Mr. SPIOER replied in o fow
words. He said that now as the
Company had given (Falt an ontlat
to all partsof the Pravince, they ex-
prcted that the business men: of
alt wonld deal liberally with them.
(Cheers.) .

ME. POTTER, rose to propose the
next toast, and in a most eloguent
speech ol some longth, which we
are sorry we have not room for,
%}“ia "“Prosperity to the Town of

" Ll! &

. Wn. Diorson, Esq., replied in an
instructive and amusing speoch, go-
iog back to the early days ot (}52.
and goncluded by prophecying most
prosperous days for the good old
town. i . . =
" MR JAB, BLAIN also rep}iud in a;
few worda, : ;
Mr JAMES WARNOCK and MR
Tuos. CowAN responded in able
speeches to the maaufacturing 1n-
terests of the town, showing the
steady strides that (Galt had made
in that hoe, and trosting that now
when our facilities werw equal to any
town in Oanada, our advance would
e ata rapid rare. .
. Mr. Wn. JAFFRAY, ol Berlin, de-
sired to have thd privilege of saying
a faw words. He wished totell the

.poaple of Gult, on behalf of the peo-
'ple of Berlin, that the latter place
was not opposed to the building of
the rond to Galt. Thishad been in-
dustriously circulaled as- a fact,-but
it was [false. They opposed
the uxtension to Waterloo, and so
wounld the Galt people 1l they had
hean placed in Berlin. He.desired
lo say that Burlin wvas-not jealons of
(alt, but wished her siater town to
go on and prosper, but she coald

ihat fesliag wore most unjast to the

‘lintercoarse with the Mayor ot Galt toen. ‘
had heen of the most [riendly kind. | This finished the regular toasts,

| Through his (the Muyor's) axer | and tha gaests of

tiong, sided by tho assistance hol their departure,

ot from the Compsany, they had| most ?\amnt time-

the evening took
after spending &
Nost morning
fr f1ale ot siw a'nloak. an

QALT

the line was very well laid ont, and
reflected credit on Mr.O’'Keefs, the ND\/eMber—_



Extension of the G, T, R. to
Parvis.

\ 1tis tully evident, trodh the re-
imarks of Mr Pollerand-Mr Drydges
Lat tho banguet al Galt on the 3lat
ult., that while fully recognizing the
advantages lo he derived from the
oxlension ol the Galt Branch of the
@. T. I through from this town to
Daris, thuse gentlemen al the same
timo hold out but littls hopo of any
sclive steps being taken towards
that end hy the Company,.and
1ather look that tho- municipalitics
1atereated should take hold -of the
enterprise and push 1t through.
ILis truo that ‘hoaclive ' assislance’
of the Company in the undertaking
was promised, but no more ;and lor
the present it appears to bo settled
‘|that il the extension is carried thro'
at all the,-Municipalitics nterested
must do lhe work in a great moas:
ure out of their own mMeEaNS.__

If thia ie tho right inlerpretalitn
lo be drawn . lrom the remarks of
the gentlemen mentioned, we fear
that thero is but httle hope of the
extension jbcing) carried throughfor
somo years. We may sel oul by
saying (hat Galt can dono more- in
uig ol tho propoaod oxlension.at the
present timo. We: have slresdy
expended over $30,000 in bringing
in this road to Galt, and have taken
upon ourselves other liabilities that
will prevent, it we jhad the wish,
any r‘rthgr, grants in aid of similar
en!or?xriaea loriyenrd to come. The
Townshipbl ‘North| Dumfrics, we
imugine, is 1“4 pf'ffnilénr position,
and hesid@bcoald! scarcely
broaght. to.sed tha advantage a
rai[aay would be’ to them which
woull keep closs to the river's
bank tho whole ol 11s conrse thro'
the Township, and totich nn town
or village in 1ts course.. When
Sbuth Dumfries iz reached, he case
is very different. 1t is a wuallhy,
progressive Township, and has no
debt ' that we are awaro of, and
could easily aflerd to make 8 res-
peclable grant 10 awd of tho cxten-
gion. The road. ranmug throungh
Glenmorria would giye a station at
that point, which would be of great
benefit'to the whole northern part
of the Township. W have then
left the Town of Paiis—a ‘towpn
which would be loaud, wa believe,
both willing and able todoits best
to assist in the enterprise. . Parig is
now in a position, too, to sid any
such enterprisa in a liberal man-
ner, havins got rid-of the incubns ol
debt that for muny ycars has
| welghed itto.the ground.” Butitia
imposaible to look that any -one
town—or any town and township
combined—would be either willing
orable to carry out this extension;
and slthongh some assistance might
be abtained from the town ‘of . Ber-
lin—which certainly wonld denve
great bonefit from the Jjunction—it
18’ too--problematic’ to take it mto
consideration. - .

Undér these circumstances, then,
it1s evident thal the chiel hdpa of
the kxtension lies with tho Graud
Tennk itsell.  The Compuny must
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The Galt Reporter says the passengers by

_the morninli{tnm' on the Galt branch of the |

had rather s rough experience
~of it one morning during the freshet. On
-reaching Blair it was found that the axtreme-
ly high water of the night, before had thrown
tie ice from the river across the track for a

Grand Tru

distance of nearly two hundred ysrds, and an

hour or 80 was ocoupied in clearing it oft Dbe..

fore the train was enabled to proceed. The
journby was then continued in safety until a
point about three miles south of Berlin was
reached, when the passengers were greatl

alarmed by the car giving a tremendous jolf,
and the immediatc slackening of the speed of
the train. When the train stopped the pas-
sengers and others went back to see what
was the matter, when they diseovered that
-the water during the night had. undermined
-a portion of the track at theend of one of the
small bridges, which had evidently given way
altogether as the locomotive crossed the spot,
leaving nothing but the two unsupported
rails to carry over the balance of the train,
Fortunately, although the gap in the road
waa fully ten to twelve ieot in width, the

rails proved equal to the immense weight

thrown upon them, altho’ they were very
much bent bofore the passenger car croased
on them. Thiscaused the excessive jolt that
bad so alarmed the passengers, and when
they saw the narrow nature of their esoaps it
is acarcely to be wondered at if some cheeks
did turn pale. Had the rails happened to be
jointed in the place whero the gap took
- place, nothing could have prevented the train

from going down, and we should ia all proba-

bility have bad a loss of lifa to report; bat
as both cnds of the rails rested on solid ma-
terial, they proved strong enoungh to carry the
train over in safety. The breach was sub.
stantislly repaired before tha passage of the
evening train, :

s
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