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' ecameraman, and me as your inquirj

“%. freight in the dead of night and a
_j_v-rturn trip by daylight the next day

* railwaymen for almost a full day :
“might.

4

ANADA’S railways are performin

a herculean task, moving mouz

tains of war materials smoeothly an

efficiently. The Canadian National ha
proved it to this writer.

Without the railways, Canada’s wa
effort would be practically paralyzer
but so well are they organized the
they're taking this huge and increa_
ing volume of wartime traffic right i
their stride.

Freight traffic originating in Win
sor has more than doubled in the pai
two years. And Windsor, as a lin
between railway systems of two gre:
allies, has witnessed a correspondir
increase in the volume of throug
international traffic.

To get some idea of the railw:
drama’s scope you have to go wande
ing around the yards watching oper
tions and talking to railwaymen, ri
several hours in the engine of a loc
motive, pore over timetables and ma,
and rule books in the flickering lam
light of a caboose, and travel acro
country in the comparative luxury .
an executive’s private car.

Do all that and have everyone yc¢
meet instructed to answer all yot
questions, wise and foolish, witho
holding back anything, and you'll g
some idea of what the railways a
doing. But a project like that-take

a.lot of arranging, so it isn’t like

yowll get the chance to make a firs
hand study of the situation. The ne
best thing, then, is to take such a to
vicariously, with Don Grant, St

‘Teporter.

The assignment was unusual. It
volved a trip to London aboard a £

meant living, eating and talking w

Don' and I were prope
thrilled.

It gave us a chance to ask all
questions that had ;bothered us
years about the whys. and wherefq
of railway transportation. And
can't over-estimate the thrill of
filling boyhood ambitions to ride
in the cab with the engineer :
fireman!

We were advised that tickets )
been procured which would allow u
ride the engine of the “hot 476"
Chatham and the caboose of the sg
train from Chatham fo London—
have to have tickets to ride a frei
as a passenger, unless you're broke ;
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RESIDENT THANKS
 ALERT ENGINEER

ALL PIC1 A fast-thinking engineman blew his whistle loud and often, and a sleeping
village was saved from destruction.

N his trip of inspecting Canadian
National facilities and car shops at
London, Ontario, September 5, Presi-
dent Donald Gordon called on Engineer
Frank Joseph Bok, of London, who is
credited with saving the village of
Mount Brydges from destruction by fire
in the early morning hours of July 28,
by blowing the *“cow-on-the-tracks”
whistle signhal.

When Mr. Gordon complimented En-
gineer Bok on his quickness in arousing
the sleeping village, 16 miles west of
London on the line to Windsor, it was
the first time that the identity of the
engineer was made known although
the story of the unidentified engineer’s
act was carried by the press throughout
Canada, including this magazine.

The rapidity with which the fire

threatened Mount Brydges was describ- -

ed by Engineer Bok to the chief execu-
tive. He said that he was at the
throttle of the mammeoth locomotive
6255, on the second section of the fast
freight 476 from Windsor to Toronto.
At 2.01 a.m. he saw a small fire licking
at a lumber pile in a corner of a big
plant as the train rushed past. He blew
the warning signal of “cow-on-the-
tracks” to arouse the sleeping people.
“It is remarkable the penetrating
power of this signal,” Mr. Bok said. “I
could not stop to arouse anyone per-
sonally because No. 10 was running
right behind me on a 10-minute block,
and I'might have had to go a consider-
able way to knock them up. By the
time No. 10 had passed, the wind had
fanned the fire into a roaring blaze and
the whole village was fighting it, many

of them in night-shirts. I later learned .

that.it was Driver Roy Hoover who
first heard the warning. He leaped out
of bed and saw a red glow in the lum-
ber yard. Before the fire was under
control much of the lumber plant and
buildings nearby were destroyed.”
Engineer Bok has never visited
Mount Brydges, but he was later told
that before the fire was brought under
control help from four other fire brig-
ades was summoned from neighboring
towns. Because the alarm was given
early, they were able to bring the fire

" under control after fighting it all night.

Engineer Bok was born in Wingham
55 years ago. He became a fireman in
1917, running out of London, and was
classed as a locomotive engineer. in
1922. He has been at the throttle of
regular fast freight runs since 1944,

The meeting with Engineer Bok was
a highlight of the President’s inspec-
tion trip which enabled him to tour
railway facilities and shops at Strat-
ford, Sarnia, London and Toronto Ter-
minals. He was accompanied by 3. F.

—Toronto Daily Star photograph.

Engineer Frank J. Bok, right, receiving personal
congratulations of President Donald Gordon.

dent, central region. - -
At Stratford, Mr. Gordon met the
loeal shops committee and after made

a complete tour of the motive power.

shops, stopping and chatting with the
men as they worked on their jobs. At
Sarnia, he made-a tour of railway
facilities, including the big new Point
Edward freight shed for lake and rail
sefvice between Southern Ontario and
the head of the Great Lakes. Subse:
quently, Mr. Gordon made a tour of
Sarnia’s expanding industrial areas.

At the London car shops, Mr. Gor-
don met the local shops committee and
later inspected railway facilities and
industrial areas. - ‘

At Toronto,” Mr. Gordon preceded
his address at the Canadian National
Exhibition by inspecting the Canadian
National Railways exhibit, in the Rail- .
way Building and, in the afternoon,
looked at the site and discussed the
proposed project for a garage and of-
fice building on Front Street, west of
York Street. The following day, he in-
spected the enlarged Mimico yards and
the Leaside shops, where he again met
the local shops committee and talked
with the men on their jobs. &

National Cheese Fésﬁval

During October the Dairy Farmers of
Canada, the National Dairy Council and
the Associated Milk Foundation will spon-
sor National Cheese Festival as part of
their effort to increase the interest of the
Canadian consuming public in cheese,
that impertant product of our dairy indus-
try.

The Canadian National will participate
in National Cheese Festival by emphasiz-

ing cheese dishes on the regular dining




