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compared with 76.7% in the previous year.

Dominion Government Railway to

Hudson Bay.

The acting Minister of Railways in the
course of a statement presenting the an-
nual report of the department to the House
of Commons recently said the mileage of
the line from Pas, Man., to Port Nelson is
418 miles; the whole line is under contract
to J. D. McArthur & Co. The work on the
terminals is being carried on by day labor
under the Department. Steel has been laia
to about mile 90. Grading is practically
completed to mile 130, and the work is well
manned to about mile 240, where the first
crossing of the Nelson River occurs, which
involves a span of over 400 ft. Between
this first crossing of the Nelson at Manitou
Rapids, and the second crossing near Kettle
Rapids, about 90 miles, the contractors have
been equipping their camps, and getting in
supplies to enable them to proceed with
grading during the year. The progress being
made is more satisfactory than hitherto,
and gives reason for hope that the line will
be completed to Port Nelson in 1916,

At Port Nelson buildings and warehouses

th
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ing, 137.

In a discussion on the project in the
House of Commons, Feb. 11, the Minister ¢
Railways stated that while Port Nelson is
not an ideal harbor for the seeboard termin-
al of the railway, it is superior to Fort
Churchill. To reach the latter port it would
be necessary to carry the line across 70
miles of “badlands.” The misadventures of

1
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vessels during the last season of navigation
were due to various causes but the loss and
damage had not been anything like so seri-
ous as was reported. As much progress has
been made with the terminal work as could
reasonably be expected. It is intended to
send in a strong force of men overland, so
as to make an early start on the work, and
make as much progress as possible during
the open season this year. (Feb., pg. 70.)

The Canadian Northern Fx (a hac anan.
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for the working forces had been erected,
and also a wireless telegraph station which
is in communication with Ottawa, through
the wireless station erected by the Depart-
ment at Pas. A fair amount of plant, includ-
ing a large suction dredge, is ready for
operation on the work there. Ties and
lumber are being got out for the work. By
the opening of navigation the temporary
wharf will have been extended s0 ag to
adequately deal with the 20,000 tons of
freight which will be shipped in during this
vear. The Department has under construc-
tion three small steamboats for lighters, so
that no further difficulty in the way of
handling freight is expected.

The choice of Port Nelson was made after
very careful investigation, and not until
after a consideration of the very exhaustive
report prepared by H. T. Hazen, who was
sent in at the opening of navigation in 1912,
and who did not come out until late in the
winter. It will be necessary, of course, to
supply aids to navigation so that vessels
may ‘be able to locate the proper channel
In a new port this is to be expected, and when
the wireless station at Nelson is angmented
bv one in the Straits, much of the difficulty
of navigating the Straits and the bay will
be overcome.

The Dominion Parliament has voted
$750,000 on account of the construction of
?g’s;ray terminals and elevators. (April, pg.

IITUSLIEB LI,
way and N
421, Oct., 1

Railway |
were issued
minii)n rai
katchewan,
as follows:
Calgary and
Canadian N
Canadian N
Canadian N
Canadian Pt
Canadian 1

stati

Qu’ Appelle,

wan
Taotal



ngs
ting
om-
The
iles,
iles,
wire

In
1 of
2-13,
the
one
plex
d to
re-
uble
~in-

tted
Trev-
,b34
yper
1ber
't is
b re-

wag
first

operation on the work there. Ties and
lumber are being got out for the work. By
the opening of navigation the temporary
wharf will have been extended s0 ag to
adequately deal with the 20,000 tons of
freight which will be shipped in during this
vear. The Department has under construc-
tion three small steamboats for lighters, so
that no further difficulty in the way of
handling freight is expected.

The choice of Port Nelson was made after
very careful investigation, and not until
after a consideration of the very exhaustive
report prepared by H. T. Hazen, who was
sent in at the opening of navigation in 1912,
and who did not come out until late in the
winter. It will be necessary, of course, to
supply aids to navigation so that vessels
may be able to locate the proper channel.
In a new port this is to be expected, and when
the wireless station at Nelson is augmented
bv one in the Straits, much of the difficulty
of navigating the Straits and the bay will
be overcome.

The Dominion Parliament has voted
$750,000 on account of the construction of
railway terminals and elevators. (April, pg.
176.)
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UPDATE ON C.N No. 417

In the January 1982 issue of Canadian Rail we printed an article
entitled "WHERE IS CN 4177, This engine is shown in C.N.'s official
records as lost in Armstrong Lake. The question was which Armstrong
Lake, Since then, as a result of this article, the story has gradually
unfolded and now the mystery of 417 has been solved as can be seen
from the following correspondance,

The Mystery of CN 417

Due to the persistent research of Jacques Messier
in reviewing possible locations of "Armstrong Lake", the
authors of "Canadian National Steam Power" believe we have
located the lake from which "CN 417", as the J.D. McArthur
2-6~0 No. 22, was reported as being in, and not recoverable,
in the CN Motive Power retirement record of October 1920.

Mr. Messier redirected our attention to the lake
in Manitoba on the Hudson Bay Railway. While several of
this class of locomotive were used on McArthur contracts on
the NAR, the company also had the contract for construction
of the first 214 miles of the HBR to Pikwitonei, about 10
miles south (before) Armstrong Lake.

When this possibility was examined a few years ago,
the writer's research led him to dismiss it, since the account
of the HBR construction stated the line got to Pikwitonei and
then construction ceased in 1917.

But now a more definitive account consulted indicatas
the rails had reached mile 333, but when work ceased and the
McArthur contract was closed, the CGR operated a service to
mile 214.

Hence by at least 1917, McArthur was constructing
over the arm of Armstrong Lake. After 1917 it is likely
locomotives ventured beyond mile 214, either operated by
McArthur or the CGR, to close camps, take in materials, etc. On
Sept.1919 the McArthur locomotives were officially accepted into
the CN roster.

Thus the locomotive could have been lost by McArthur,
or the CGR/CN, in the period up to October 1520, and only
"yritten off" on the latter date.

Further research suggests starting at that date and
working backwards, and the assistance of CN Archives, and the
Manitoba Archives, on construction history of the HBR, and
McArthur, will be sought. In addition to determining the date,
we may also learn what was the nature of the incident (washout,
collision, speed, etc.).

Our thanks to Mr. Messier for redirecting our attention
to this location.

R.F. Corley
May 12, 1982













J Co e Y >

[137




PENE T

all

:ﬂﬁ'“ .

ted
are
teel
are
In-
far-

tail-
SAn-
1na-

no
Weid-
ndle
zical
ifie‘isx,

Churchill, Man.,
Train Service

By placing an extra train in service
in each direction between The Pas
and Churchill, on the Hudson Bay Ry,
operated by Canadian National Rys,
the service between Winnipeg and
Churchill has been increased to a tri-
weekly one, effective Jan. 23 from
Winnipeg and Jan. 29 from Churchill.
Trains leave Winnipeg Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, with arrival
at Churchill Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays. Departures from Churchill
are on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with arrival at Winnipeg on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdavs.



