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(Dec.,- 1810, pg. 10865.) 5

Cape Breton Electric Co.—The Sva- t1
ney, N.B., city council passed a resolu-

_ i
tion Dec. 2, asking the company to ex- }

4



locomotive, B.C. Electric Ry.

tend its line to Waterford, along the

«ngrf; about 8.5 miles. (Tune, 19190, pge.
495,

__Galt, Prestdn and Hespeler BRy.—The
question of an extension of thicx lina



ney, N. 8., ecity ”mazmﬂ has asked the
company to make severa] &xt&aaiﬂm in
the city. (Dec., 1908, pg. 891.)
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A, F. Townsend, Manager Cape Breton
Electric Co., Sydney, N.8., is reported to
have resigned, and to havé been appoint-
ed te-anaother position with Stone and
Webster. of Bostor, Mass., who control
the Cape Breton Electric Co.

An action has been entered against the
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erecting of the boilers from the power
house to Victoria Park, and such other
necessary work as is required.

The Nova Scotia Legislature has passed
am act providing that in all matterz re-
garding extensions of electric raillways,
whether proposed by the city council, or
the company, in case of disagreement, the
Board of Public Utilities shall be the
court of appeal. The Board shall have
power to regulate frequency of service,
ventilation of and heating of cars, etc.
Hitherto the Board had control only of

‘telephone, lighting and power com-

panies. The Cape Breton Electric Co,
and the Pictou County Eleetrie Co.,
which have electric railways at Sydney.
and New (Glasgow, respectively, have
been exempted from the operations of
the act.

An annlication whirh had nrevionslv
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the work is reported to be progressing
rapidly. (Mar., pg. 257.)

" Cape Breton Electric Co.—It is pro-
posed to build an extension to the com-
pany’'s power house in Sydney, N.5. A
comtract has been let for a 560 kww
tube generator, 2,800 volt alternating
current. (Feb., pg. 167.)

Dunnville, Wellandport and Beam:
ville Eleectric Ry.—The Ontario Leﬁ’imq
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(June, %; £288.) %
The 'Cape Breton Electric Cos man-

agement maa authorized the expenditure of .

a considerable sum upon  improvements: of

its lines in and around Sydney und Glace

- 11 &whx 1014, Among the more import-

N8, the work to be -done this year

e buflding of an addition to the

Sydney car barn, the construction of &
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ob-

* ghed at Sydney; constructing an extension
' to the car houses at Sydney thereby in- . 7
creasing its ecapacity B0%o—included in -

“clal facilities for, more eaglly

Bay .‘ﬂi‘ﬁgiﬁ 5

‘thia seas
tion to the

this will be a new paint shop and Bpe-
truck ‘repairs; reconstruction of switch

. board in power house at Sydney; con-
~ struction of & 22,000 volt 3 phase trans- -

mission line from Sydney power “house

. **to ‘Reserve Ject, on the interurban line,
| with the erection of reinforced concrete . |

_“gubstation,-in_ which will be installed at
_ present: one 300 k.w. motor generating

lying current to the ! Glace

‘away with the oparation of the, present

‘ateam statfon at Dominion no. 4,and will |

necessitate the: installation on_the” Syd-
ney end of thé line of & bank of 2.250
k.v.a. step up transformers. 0il switches
will also be installed in the high ten-

. _gion room of the Sydney power station

¥

‘on this mew line, and on i:hq} present

| < North Sydney transmission line'as well;

arer

i the
¢ the
ah;ghm

a telephone despatching system “wWill be

_ installed on the Glace Bay Divislon; &~
| double track will be built on Townsend

gt., Sydney, from the car house to Ter-

" race St, with two sidings on the pier

line to allow & more trequent schedule
to be operated thereon, ‘and two com-
plete supply dry’ pipe automatic sprink-
ler systems will be {nstalled in-the pres-
ent Sydney car house and extension.
Other minor items include the purchass
of shop machinery, railway feaders and
overhead ground returns. Much of the
“work has

is substation will do.

glrﬁga_ﬂy been done, ax;ﬁ orders.




Cape Breton Electric Co~{iroes SATRINES
tor Oetober, $30,7514%: pperating expenses.
imyes, ofe, $18524.03; net farnings, $1e.20v .-
46 interest chBrEes, g5 250.41; balance, ¥
988.05: bond sinking and improvemsnt
rands, $1,275.34; balance #nr TEBETYES dEDIE-
edmtion, £5.514.77, against £38.783.73
pross earnings, $18:7 51.52 oiperaling ex
penges, taxes, o, $18,642.1% net saRrnings.
$4 861 67 interest charges. 21515052 bad
$1,15%0 bond sinking and {mprovement
C£11.550.62 balance for reserves depre
. for Odtober, 1518, Aggregate
gu for 180 monihs ended £t 21
$241 466.40; net sarpings, $117. 808,70, inter
est charges, bond sinking, and mprovement
runds, $64,589.15; net balanece, $54.228 58,
& & 9 5 o

24

ipat $308522.1% apgregate gross  eRTD-
€197 445,75 net enrnings, $60.897.82 o
#, bond sinking, and impove
ment fonds, $72551L.8% net balance for re
g}é@% depreciation, ete., for same period
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Marpole, at an estimated COST OI $LU,Uvv.
Cape Breton Electric Co.—A press re-

port states that the company will not

vebuild the car barn destroyed by fire
recently, but will repair the old power
station so &s to provided accommoda-
tion for cars requiring to be stored over-
night. (Dee., 1918, pg. 670.)

lial Ry.—Is reported

| WP 90
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o

“damage done in collision with G,.N. R.bxpress atl Lorway Chosclng (Georbe Street),

the evening of December 25, 1920.

It was

called a safety car because 1t was

‘med to stop if driver fainted or fell asleep.

: your
cour'se in the case of an emer-

r, the condition of the rails,
v OF

vou could throw the car in reverse--

the rail was wet...there were so
izzrees of wetness. Now heavy rain,
Jieaned off tle rail-o—-well, your rail
vod then, good braking power on the
‘hen. And when it was dry, naturally
3 hd, But a 1little mist or a heavy
;v ust like as if you oilled it--no’
12z power at all. But they had sanders
:”mmul you could get the sander to
w Tthis takes time. You had to re-
cay and then get up and operate
with your loot and before it
you would travel a. couple of
But dry or after a heavy rain
what we called "plugged herv.._
her a notch or two in reverse--she'd
1n a short distance, probably a car

In case of slush or heavy

? rackmen took care of that. At
SLWE ‘there were drains all along the
. There was no curb then. It was up
: Trackmen to keep those drains open
't all the water off the tracks as
s5ible ,in case 1t did freeze. But
{id gel caught. One time it took two
befere they got all the ice chopped

tl the way around.
y Sydney in a- few days.
a \t of snow, and t»
i3 le—the drains ws
w.en the watér &7
ractically the ~ 5_.?
some places:;g
ldn't rup bes Tl
only hag’“;ﬁgf "
s P N
Any 1077 L T

They cleared Glace

\
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-
~

\

fore I came on.

an opening shovelled or work the horse up
over. It was a common thing. Usually
they'd hear the car coming and get off--
but wind blowing and cap down over his
ears, he'd look up and the car was coming
rlght in front of him. ‘

There was a bad ac01dent at Bridgeport bpw
From New Aberdeen to
Bridgeport there's a long stretch of
straight road--at that time it was clear
road straight through. Sc that used to be
quite a speedway to make up time. And when

you get to Bridgeport there was a sharp,
square turn cver to Bridgeport Station.
Those times there were no streetlights,
perhaps one at every corner or something--
and there used to be one at this corner.
There was a store there. The motorman’s
excuse was the light was out this night
and he didn't reallize he was near the
curve, and he struck the curve wide open.
And the tram came right off the trucks and
leaned over into a field--and the trucks
kept on up the track right on to Bridge-
port Station. The whole body landed over
in the field. One fellow was injured by, I
think, plcxets in a fence--he died.

Then they had one at what we called South-
west Brook, where the golf link% are today.

AN _omntar e e —e s
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fdﬂﬁie it--biggest mistake

wde.

n mohey are we talking about?)

can't give you the actual cost of

nse we contributed 200 dollars

ach man-—that made over 6000

dol-

.11, that was the down payment.

o on 1 think we contributed

wunt again. Well, from there on the

the

was able to support itself. After

=, it began to pick up. (So,:

the

on for you meant that all these
work?) Oh yes. All had steady
rned out to be remarkable. Every-

.ched in, put their shoulder to the
rou can do wonders. That*s the way

.d _oubs with our outfit. (It seems

a Tent in a day when people

., round, asking how to save dif-

gire

inaustries. Did you have to make

r

ses?) T wouldn't call it sacrifices.

;4 longZ hours and worked a lot of

t couple of years--but after

o U oaw

the eémployees owned The tram

ow were the actual decisions made?)
ed a meeting and formed a company .

for nothing and all that--that is,

two

hings began to pick up a little.

com-

ointed six directors. And they in

pointed a manager and a master me-

o lock after the maintenance

barn-.and a secretary and a treas-.
nd we went on from there. And once

hree months the directors had

2 e e e T e
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G

well made those decislons. Of

it would probably be brought up at
~2]l mzeting and 1f there was any-
any doubts about it, they had a
~—aypress their opinion. There
wanzes made if 1t was thought
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znd. once a year we had a general

¥

ng down tracks?) The directors

A
another one to Whitney Avenue, went arournd
the outskirts of the city. When I started, -
the Cape Breton Electric Company also had &
ferry boats running from Sydney to Noxth | =
Sydney. Eastern Light and Powsy Ttook ovew 3
‘the electricity in 1931. And it was only |

And it was a success story all the way

. But we bought it for junk price becauss D

e . : . . Lo

right. (So it was run by the employeas?) |4

Oh yes. {(You say it so softly and sweetlyJ§Q
X

but it strikes me that it was an lmportan’y
event.) Well, it was. And we vere lucky.. (2.

We had good men. k%
: ‘ : Bt
See, this Cape Breton Electric Company B

covered a big district. It covered Sydnay o
and Glace Bay and North Sydney. They haad 2
line from North Sydney to Sydney Mines. ¢
Then they had what we called the Pier ling @
a line right into the Pler from town and

the Glace Bay part of it that the employ-—
ces ltook over. (Sydney to Glace Bay and =z}
half hour local itram in Clace Bay.) We |
took it over with the intention of runnlng L
it for a few years and then converting tolt}
buses, but when the war came on, every-  or
thing was frozen, you weran't allowed To am
take off any transportation that was in
existence at the time. So we ran all LI
through the war--we ran trams ti11 1947,

4

b4

!
L
i
!

3,

i

e
“through. We took it over in the depressioida;

-
i

that was all they could get for the rol- rpaj
ling eguipment, the track and all that - b=
stuff. When we first took it over, we put yo!
in some new track, because the old com. [
pany, the last years, they ran it 21ght .|
out as long as they could. S0 we had to  di
a lot of work when we took it over. We hac
to get carloads and carleads of ties to &
put in, lot of new ralls too. It wasn't i

all renewed, patched up--but we had it in|
pretty good shape after 2 few years. And b
then when the war started and they started

to bulld an airport out halfway befwesn ,%w

aT wmo uw way  d1lgy Wdlle U wIlgIlr wWe puu

\shby Corner the buzzer started ring-

smebody wanted to get off. There

sout 20 people waiting to get

i to stop for those two people gel-

ff_._and that whole 20 got on.

on.

Well,

"mard oL ow unave 0 LNITOoW them‘Off- I dOl’l"L

-——r - = S—

think the crowd ever helped us. Bul we i
were fortunate, we had pretty big men on|
the Glace Bay line--and the two of us gott
would throw them off,- could handle a preif®?
ty burly man. I was the smallest--but wg |







‘hree tramg

Bay and. Sydney, ang we had, well,

@ traffic we coulg handle then,
ationed-.so people travelleq by tram
§ Or any other way they coulg travel,
wi irport was finisheqd ang all
in there and, jeez, it was
12 business you could handie, between
*T_and airmen ang all the local pPeo-
2 1lling and ever

3

1 Sydney ang the

especially in the wintertime, That
1S during the winter.

“ut their carsg Up on blocks. Then
My travellegd by tram. Hagq quite g
‘- Hockey night or a skating night
18Y or a big show,’something going
1 Temember gig

i e,
I, motorman,
packed to the door.

ng out at night,

imagine the conductor
Coilect fares

jack MaCKayL_

in there, trying to
through that

|
b

ek, the last car goi
ig car__must have held 120
left the Isle Royal ing night was th

11, 1 thought we coy ; 2

S€ on, so I tolqg The

crowd. £

ver troublé?) Oh yes,
¢ big night.

O be thrown off on
motorman, night. Drunks was the biggest tr
5 no use stopping anymore, we canr't Drunks would g&et on and pe
rbody else On-~they* 1] have to get
2 Best

v way they can.w . And I'd have tqo throw them orfs.
shby Corner the buzzer starteq Lk, 1

ebody wanted to get off. There were fortunate
ut 20 people waiting to g6t B, '
to stop for those two People get..
= 'd that whole 20 g0t on. Well,
u uld hardly breathe, And

When we got

» We hadg bretty bi
the Glace Bay 1i

would throw them off,~
ty burly man, I was th
you had Some big men. Big

A [
€ smllest._byt e |
Dan Ferguson was a g _
’ QUL rum-

g, P CXear; s 2] paved rééEETEEEGSidéﬁalks that time.

un - und T until they got oyt the tram trieckg Yere as good ag any i

Ay fix it, ' ~To walk. They hit some COWS and harmcae beal and
roamine alaw~ +v 3 P

lcked b

Nna +aw

¥y it one Nnight-_ana =
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You talk of f1x1ng Weren't you deallng
'ith a lot of electricity?) 550 volts.
That's a lot.) Is it ever, if it gets a
0ld of you. Many's the one that got a
0 off 1%, bul nobedy ever got really
U ., One of the worst things was the o-
er.ead wires would break sometimes and
hen 1t came down it would touch the rails
nd you could see arcs and daylight a half
mile. But if it grounded solid, the
wifches in the powerhouse would go out--
ust like a ground on any electric equip-
ient., Then you had %o go out and pick that
ire up, get it off the ground. That's
here you were playing with fire. Conduc-
'or and motorman 4id it--and when we were
i Yhe one-man cars, you did it all alone.
f you were lucky enough, you might get
omebody on the car_that would go with
Ou~-butl usually you didn't bother, you
idn't want anyone else to get burnt. We
ad what we called "pick-upsv--like pliers,
it with wooden handles about three feet
.ong. They were kept in the car under one
f The seats that was always dry. You
ould pick the wire off the ground with
‘hose. With two fellows it wasn't too bad,
recause really there was twe ends of wire
‘ou had to pick up. Then you had a tackle-
yl- % you hooked onto clampg you put on
h rires--and you pulled them together :
1. you pulled the wire up clear, so that
‘o could run under it until they got out
0 really fix it.

got kicked by it one night_;and I wés
11 2lone too--out where the airport is

"tied it to a wire.
‘and you could run on.

(Were there other kinds of

. struck. There were some killed.
- the tracks,

-to walk.

the plow in the "Chi

Left,
Cut," 1922; above: "That v
old freight car. Carried f{
and nothing else between g
and Glace Bay. Carried whs
trucks are carrying today-
and fish and flour and VEF
bles. Made two trips a day
plying all the stores. The
went by the passenger éfars

Of course, you can aliways tell when it
drops--flashes and everything. It was
night, in the dark--but there was enou
daylight in the sky to see where you a
what you're doing. Tock the plckﬂur an
went out and I could see where it was
the poles and where it was lying--but

there was'a lot of tall grass there. I

feeling around, seeing if I could find
w1rea—and it was night and there was =
heavy dew--the grass was wet. The hand
of The pick-up got wet. Gee, when I st
that wire, it threw me as far as from
to that window. Flat on my back. But I
up, picked it more carefully. I knew v
it was then. Got ancther pe
of pick-_ups—-put the clemp on eacn wWir
Put the tackleblock on. Pulled that ugp
They put Tthe paower

2. 77‘-———:\‘

AT oy

trouble cn
line?) Oh yes.-Accidents. People were
'N'" 1. L,
laying on the tracks. It
didn't happen so much in my day, but b
fore my time, in the old cars they hac
very poor headlights. Had a l1ittle cax
light, And I think most of the cases 7
pened at night. The track was a favoux
place to walk in them days. There waﬁ_
paved roads, no sidewalke That time. ©
the tram tracks were as good as any ]
They hit some cows and se
roaming along the tram line on th— ou
skirts of town. '

*‘Ef‘.



(" ,
Ut they met right on this
her felleows was piling it on

ile. B
The ot

~caught in what they used to call the ves.
-ibule. He made an attempt to open the
door, but he didn't get it ip time. He was
Caught between the two cars. They took hin
to the hospital, but he dieq Just after.

We were coming into Sydney one night to
Reserve, along where the airport is today.
It was all in the dark. A deer jumped up
on the track-_stooq right on the track...
and.we banged into him. Went as far as
Irom here aCross the street. O0f course we
stopped; went out to have a look at 1,
Bverybody was saying, it would be
a4 shame to leagve that deer there. Why not
butcher himeoe You know. T said, "Well, g0
ahead if you want to bleed him, but I'nm
ot going to g2t all messeq up." I had my
work to finigh. One fellow said, "Take him
into Reserve. Dan MacDonaldv__he was the
operator in the substation there._vhev13]
100k after him,w 50 we picked him up and
Ypened the rear door and put him across in
the rear engd. And we came intg Reserve. YWe
stopped opposite the substation and we
" carried the deer over; and when we dropped
bim on the ground, jumped up ang away
went. dnd we were just wondering what
ild have happened if he hagq Jumped up in
the car,.

Now when T started, first You started on
Dorchester Street and you went down the
Esplanade, made = loop and came back on to
Townsend Street. After the wa= they wanted

to make the Crossing. And the motorman was

to p 50 they took
track up off of here-_we'd run to Do
ter.Street and then turn back the gz
To turn the tram, you just shifteg
(Shifteqd ends?) You hag Four motornm
one end and the pole that ran on the
was at the back end. When you turnes
the tram stoegq 8ti11l and the motorma;
would take the gear from the front
Pick up the levers ang take them %o
other end. You could operate the 4r ;
either end. There was a pole at eac:, |

S0 according to which way you

£
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ook of Cape Bretonrs Magazine
. Edited by Ronald Capian
We invite You to iak‘e a trip back in time. Here js a fascinatin
lore, oral hl—StOr\/‘and traditional cratts compiled fram the paoe
on’s Magazine. g A '

i
i
i
i
4
.

In this lavishly illustrated book, residents reminisce about ri-
Wrecks, and buried treasure; explain how to make sricwshoes &l
swap local songs and ghost stories, A fively irresistible collectio
$12.95 paperback: "$19.95 hai.‘dcov'e;;; 9™ % 107+ 4300 hidtsnetnl



