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NFTA LRV 101 approaches the Higgins Erecting Yard in downtown Buffalo at 
the end of i t s long r a i l journey from Pueblo, Colorado. The crates on the 
f l a t c a r contain the LRV's trucks. Aug. 11, 1983. ..photo by John D. Thompson 

CN F7 9103 inside Transcona Shops, Winnipeg, awaiting rebuilding into a 'B' unit 
The railway reportedly intends to gradually convert a l l of i t s 'F' units to 
boosters as they come due for shopping, so get those pictures now.' 
Date of photo: July 19, 1983. —photo by Dave Chalmers 

BC Transit's f i r s t ALRT t r a i n i s pictured at a s t a t i o n on the short section 
of test track b u i l t along Terminal Dr., Vancouver, and on which free rides 
were offered to the public t h i s summer. Note the CNR (now VIA) s t a t i o n in 
the background. July 15,1983. ..photo by Dave Chalmers 

The former CPR s t a t i o n at St. Marys, Ont., which was sold i n 1970 to a l o c a l 
e l e c t r i c a l contractor and which has been sold again in 1983 for dismantling 
and reconstruction at another l o c a t i o n . , . , „ . , „ , . 

—photo by David Tomlinson 
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» ^ SAFE HANDLING 
OF DANGEROUS 
COMMODITIES 

An abridgement o f an a d d r e s s by J.P. K e l s a l l , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , O p e r a t i o n & Maintenance, CP R a i l , as 
p r e s e n t e d b e f o r e t h e S a f e t y S e c t i o n , A s s o c i a t i o n o f American R a i l r o a d s , a t M o n t r e a l on June 14, 1983. 

Of t h e many e s s e n t i a l shipments c a r r i e d on Canada's r a i l w a y s , some a r e c l a s s i f i e d "dangerous" o r 
" s p e c i a l dangerous". That t h e s e goods a r e h a n d l e d s a f e l y i s o f c o n c e r n t o a l l C a nadians... and CP 
R a i l s h a r e s t h a t c o n c e r n . We c a r r y t h e s e "dangerous" and " s p e c i a l dangerous" commodoties on a 
d a i l y b a s i s — o v e r 100,000 c a r s l a s t y e a r . They i n c l u d e e v e r y t h i n g from e x o t i c l i q u i d s and s o l i d s t o 
the more common—LPG's, a c i d s , e x p l o s i v e s and so on. We c a r r y them i n a v a r i e t y o f r a i l c a r s — t a n k s , 
c o v e r e d hoppers, b o x c a r s — a n d , i n some c a s e s , i n " p i g g y b a c k i n g " t r a i l e r s o r c o n t a i n e r s . 
To respond t o t h e l a c k o f p u b l i c knowledge c o n c e r n i n g how CP R a i l h a n d l e s dangerous commodities, 
and responds t o dangerous commodity emergencies, a s p e c i a l " m u n i c i p a l v i s i t s " program, d e s i g n e d t o 
i n f o r m l o c a l government o f f i c i a l s and t h e i r p o l i c e and f i r e departments about r a i l w a y p rocedures i n 
an emergency was p r e p a r e d . Over 250 p r e s e n t a t i o n s were made a c r o s s Canada by two-man teams v i s i t i n g 
communities s e r v e d by CP R a i l . . . a n d some t h a t weren't. These teams e x p l a i n e d t h e r o l e o f the 
c o n d u c t o r , how and where t o f i n d i n f o r m a t i o n i n an emergency and whom t o t a l k t o i n t h e f i r s t 
moments a f t e r a d e r a i l m e n t o r o t h e r i n c i d e n t i n v o l v i n g dangerous commodities. 
We i d e n t i f i e d a l l o f the "dangerous" o r " s p e c i a l dangerous" commodities near o r through the 
community on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . We d i s t r i b u t e d , t o each p e r s o n at t h e meetings, a s m a l l b o o k l e t 
which l i s t s a l l o f t h e emergency t e l e p h o n e numbers, CP R a i l ' s i n c l u d e d , and o u t l i n e s whom t o t a l k 
t o , where t o f i n d him, and what t o say. The b o o k l e t c o n t a i n s examples o f emergency response forms, 
w a y b i l l s , t r a i n c o n s i s t s , and the Canadian and U.S. dangerous commodity p l a c a r d s . We handed out 
more than 7000 c o p i e s , and we are s t i l l g e t t i n g r e q u e s t s . 
Every d i s p a t c h e r ' s o f f i c e on t h e CP R a i l system a c r o s s Canada has been equipped w i t h a s p e c i a l 
t e l e p h o n e , f o r emergency use o n l y , and e v e r y p o l i c e , f i r e o r o t h e r emergency o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
communities s e r v e d by the r a i l w a y has been i n f o r m e d o f t h e number o r numbers. These t e l e p h o n e s 
a r e i n t h e d i s p a t c h e r ' s o f f i c e , h a v i n g a s p e c i a l c o l o u r o r a d i s t i n c t i v e r i n g , e t c . 
Our most r e c e n t dangerous commodities i n f o r m a t i o n program i s a j o i n t e f f o r t w i t h CN, i n v o l v i n g a 
p o s t e r upon which i s d e p i c t e d a caboose w i t h a p o r t i o n o f one s i d e , near t h e end, cut away to show 
the i n t e r i o r . A b r i e f p a ragraph and s e p a r a t e drawings below the caboose e x p l a i n and i n d i c a t e where 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s k e p t : emergency response forms, w a y b i l l s , t r a i n c o n s i s t s — c o n c e r n i n g dangerous 
commodities. We p r i n t e d 6000 o f t h e s e p o s t e r s , w i t h 2000 more t o come, and, through t h e Canadian 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f F i r e C h i e f s and t h e Canadian A s s o c i a t i o n o f C h i e f s o f P o l i c e , d i s t r i b u t e d them 
a c r o s s Canada. We s e n t a s p e c i a l b a t c h t o T r a n s p o r t Canada f o r t h e i r dangerous c o n m o d i t i e s t r a i n i n g 
program a t A r n p r i o r , Ont. 
CP w i l l have 12 Dangerous Commodity t e a m s — a l l o f them have been s e l e c t e d and some have completed 
t h e i r t r a i n i n g — r e a d y t o go at any t i m e , anywhere. They a r e t o be l o c a t e d i n major c i t i e s a c r o s s 
Canada, spaced an average o f 300 m i l e s a p a r t . The h i g h l y - t r a i n e d teams w i l l be a b l e t o c o n f i r m 
and i d e n t i f y t h e e x t e n t o f any dangerous commodity h a z a r d o r t o a s s i s t i n o t h e r a s p e c t s o f 
emergency work. Note, however, t h a t t h e y w i l l be railwaymen--not c h e m i c a l e x p e r t s . S t u r d y , f o u r -
wheel d r i v e v e h i c l e s f o r use where t h e r e i s no r o a d a r e now b e i n g manufactured f o r use by t h e s e 
teams. The f i r s t such v e h i c l e i s r e a d y now. Equipment, from g l o v e s t o b r e a t h i n g a p p a r a t u s , w i l l 
be packed i n such a way t h a t i t can be e a s i l y and q u i c k l y t r a n s f e r r e d from one mode to a n o t h e r , 
such as to a h e l i c o p t e r . The v e h i c l e s w i l l a l s o have t h e b e s t communications equipment we can f i n d . 
Our f i r s t "ounce o f p r e v e n t i o n " i s t h e t r a i n i n g o f a l l o p e r a t i n g e m p l o y e e s — n o t o n l y on t h e j o b , but 
i n t h e c l a s s r o o m — t o d e v e l o p an awareness o f , and a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e toward, t h e s a f e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
o f dangerous commodities by r a i l . S u b j e c t s f o r s t u d y and d i s c u s s i o n i n c l u d e g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n , 
p l a c a r d i n g , d o c u m e n t a t i o n , c o n s i s t , m a r s h a l l i n g , c a r i n s p e c t i o n and c o r r e c t p r o c e d u r e s i n an 
emergency. L e t us l o o k b r i e f l y a t a c o u p l e o f t h e s e s u b j e c t s : c o n s i s t m a r s h a l l i n g , f o r example. In 
one CP R a i l a c c i d e n t a few y e a r s ago, the f i r s t c a r o f f t h e t r a c k c o n t a i n e d t o l u e n e . The next 23 
c a r s c o n t a i n e d LPG's, s t y r e n e , c h l o r i n e , more t o l u e n e , c a u s t i c soda and i n s u l a t i o n . Under r u l e s and 
r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t e x i s t e d t h e n , t h e c a r s were m a r s h a l l e d p r o p e r l y . Today, they would not be, but t h a t 
i s what t r a i n i n g programs a r e f o r . LPG's must now be s e p a r a t e d not o n l y from c h l o r i n e , but from 
anhydrous ammonia and s u l p h u r d i o x i d e as w e l l , by a t l e a s t f i v e ncn-placarded c a r s . T h i s r e g u l a t i o n — 
i s s u e d f i r s t as an i n t e r i m o r d e r by t h e R a i l w a y T r a n s p o r t Committee—was w r i t t e n i n t o the r e v i s e d 
r e g u l a t i o n s o f t h e Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission on November 1, 1981. T h i s i s a r u l e w h i c h does not 
e x i s t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . /~/-,Kn .r> o*r~c = 
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LET'S HAVE THOSE TRIP REPORTS! As t h e summer o f 1983 draws to a c l o s e , the S o c i e t y ' s 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t Chairman hopes t h a t s l i d e s t a k e n on members' r a i l o r i e n t e d v a c a t i o n s w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e i n abundance f o r showing a t m e e t i n g s . No l e s s does t h e E d i t o r o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r 
e x p r e s s a p l e a f o r the s u b m i s s i o n o f r e p o r t s o f t h o s e t r i p s so t h a t o t h e r members may s h a r e i n 
the o b s e r v a t i o n s and f i n d i n g s o f members who may have t r a v e l l e d by t r a i n on t h e i r v a c a t i o n s o r a t 
l e a s t may have v i s i t e d r a i l f a c i l i t i e s a l o n g t h e way. There are no h o l d s b a r r e d e d i t o r i a l l y on 
t r i p r e p o r t s , save and except t h a t they s h o u l d r e c o u n t t r i p s ( o r p o r t i o n s t h e r e o f ) made f o r t h e 
g r e a t e r p a r t by r a i l , o r c o n c e n t r a t e on o b s e r v a t i o n s o f r a i l o p e r a t i o n s and/or v i s i t s t o r a i l 
f a c i l i t i e s . Lvep. a t r i p out t o see what's what a t Mac Y a r d o r Toronto Y a r d c o u l d w e l l be worth 
t e l l i n g o t h e r s about. Whatever your p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t s , be they m otive power o b s e r v a t i o n , 
s t a n d a r d s o f passenger s e r v i c e , t r a i n t i m i n g , s t a t i o n s ( h i s t o r i c o r o t h e r w i s e ) , o r s e a r c h i n g 
out abandoned o r d y i n g branch l i n e s , l e t o t h e r members s h a r e i n what you f i n d . Remember a l s o 
t h a t r e a d e r s i n f u t u r e y e a r s w i l l i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e your h a v i n g r e c o r d e d 
and i m p a r t e d t h i n g s which might seem too commonplace t o b o t h e r w i t h today. J u s t as you may be 
t e l l i n g the next f e l l o w something he wanted t o know, h i s t r i p r e p o r t may f i l l you i n . g j ^ 

WE NEED SOMETHING LIKE THIS IN CANADA—FAST--Although we would g r e a t l y p r e f e r t h a t i t not be 
so, t h i s i s s u e o f the N e w s l e t t e r has much on l i n e abandonments, t o say n o t h i n g o f the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n h e r e n t i n even h a v i n g the r i g h t - o f - w a y p r e s e r v e d i n t a c t . The Western New York 
R a i l w a y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' s "Railway F l y e r " r e p o r t s t h a t the New York S t a t e Department o f 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n has a permanent Branch L i n e A s s i s t a n c e Program which has a c h i e v e d some s u c c e s s i n 
h e a d i n g o f f l i n e abandonments. The o f f i c e i s s a i d to keep on top o f C o n r a i l ' s proposed l i n e 
d i s c o n t i n u a n c e s , and i n t e r v e n e s i n m a r g i n a l cases (where some p o s s i b i l i t y o f p r o f i t a b l e 
o p e r a t i o n i s a p p a r e n t , on the b a s i s o f new o p e r a t o r s who are p r e p a r e d to put some e f f o r t i n t o 
the m a t t e r ) . The agency may a l s o p r o v i d e o p e r a t i n g s u b s i d i e s . By c o n t r a s t , the P r o v i n c e o f 
O n t a r i o , which two y e a r s ago came out w i t h an e l a b o r a t e r e p o r t p u r p o r t i n g to be a statement o f 
i t s P o l i c y on R a i l w a y s , has w i t h the n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n o f GO T r a n s i t done p r e c i o u s l i t t l e t o 
p u t money where i t s mouth I s ( o r was). 

— A l t h o u g h the r a i l w a y caboose i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s condemned t o d i e , i t w i l l s t i l l be 
around f o r some t i m e , a c c o r d i n g t o an a r t i c l e i n Forbes magazine. The U n i t e d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Union (UTU) and c e r t a i n r a i l r o a d s r e p r e s e n t e d by the N a t i o n a l C a r r i e r s ' C o n f e r e n c e Committee have 
agreed to a l l o w cabooses to be phased o u t — b u t o n l y g r a d u a l l y , t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s t a t e d . I t added 
t h a t the s a v i n g s e n v i s a g e d by the r a i l r o a d s w i l l " m o s t l y come from not b u y i n g , r u n n i n g o r r e p a i r i n g 
cabooses and from not b u y i n g f u e l to d r a g them a l o n g . " Forbes noted t h a t "the caboose " f i r s t 
appeared i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s a t t h e end o f a mixed p a s s e n g e r - f r e i g h t t r a i n on t h e Auburn and 
Syracuse l i n e i n the 1840's. At t h a t t ime the c a r s s e r v e d as l i v i n g q u a r t e r s f o r t h e t r a i n crew 
and as l o o k o u t p o s t s . " F o r b e s s t a t e s t h a t t h e d i s c o n t i n u a n c e o f t h e caboose w i l l not mean any Jobs 
l o s t ; even caboosemakers "don't seem w o r r i e d . . . s i n c e cabooses a r e n ' t t h e i r s o l e s p e c i a l i t y . " 
B e s i d e s , many o f t h o s e d i s c a r d e d c a r s w i l l f i n d new l i f e as o f f i c e s , p l a y h o u s e s , l o d g e s , s t o r e s 
and d i n e t t e s . „,, . ,„ — C N "Movin"' 

~ A d i r e c t i v e has been i s s u e d by CN G r e a t Lakes and S t . Lawrence Regions t o remove a l l wood 
Maintenance o f Way c a r s as soon as p o s s i b l e . „^ , ,^ , , 

— C h r i s M a r t i n (Tempo J r . ) 

COVER: The g l o r y t h a t was steam: CNR P a c i f i c 5252 l e a d s a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n t hrough Bayview J e t . , 
Ont., d u r i n g the mid-1950's. Photograph by James A. B e v e r i d g e , FRPS. 
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Another c h a n g e — a n d , a g a i n , something t h a t does not e x i s t i n t h e U . S . — i s t h e d e s i g n a t i o n 
" s p e c i a l " f o r c e r t a i n dangerous goods i n Canada, about 400 i n a l l . Whenever any o f t h e s e s p e c i a l 
commodities a r e p r e s e n t i n a t r a i n , Canadian r a i l w a y s a r e r e q u i r e d t o perform a "gateway" 
i n s p e c t i o n b e f o r e e n t e r i n g p o p u l a t e d a r e a s . These gateway i n s p e c t i o n s — e i t h e r a h o t b o x / d r a g g i n g 
equipment d e t e c t o r o r a s t a n d i n g o r p u l l - b y i n s p e c t i o n — m u s t be performed no c l o s e r than t h r e e 
m i l e s and no f a r t h e r than 20 m i l e s from th e d e s i g n a t e d boundary o f a p o p u l a t e d a r e a . An i n s p e c t i o n 
by t h e t r a i n crew o r o t h e r employees must be conducted, e x t e n d i n g from the f r o n t o f t h e t r a i n up 
to and i n c l u d i n g t h e second c a r a f t e r t h e l a s t f u l l c a r o f any s p e c i a l commodity. 
For c i t i e s o f 100,000 p o p u l a t i o n o r more, t r a i n s c a r r y i n g s p e c i a l commodities may p r o c e e d from t h e 
f i r s t p o i n t o f i n s p e c t i o n , i . e . , t h e i n i t i a l gateway i n s p e c t i o n , a t a speed not e x c e e d i n g 35 MPH. 
W h i l e w i t h i n t h e p o p u l a t e d a r e a , t h a t speed may be m a i n t a i n e d i f a d d i t i o n a l gateway i n s p e c t i o n s 
a r e made at no more t h a n 2 0 - m i l e i n t e r v a l s . F a i l i n g t h a t , t r a i n speed must be reduced t o 15 MPH o r 
l e s s . B e g i n n i n g i n O c t o b e r , 1984, t h e gateway i n s p e c t i o n s f o r c i t i e s w i t h p o p u l a t i o n s o f 50,000 t o 
100,000 w i l l be as d e s c r i b e d , but w i t h no speed r e s t r i c t i o n s . U n t i l t h e n , we can do e i t h e r a g a t e ­
way i n s p e c t i o n o r l i m i t o u r t r a i n s t o 35 MPH. And, i n October, 1987, we w i l l be d o i n g gateway 
i n s p e c t i o n s f o r c i t i e s and towns o f between 10,000 and 50,000 p o p u l a t i o n . 
CP R a i l has 167 h o t b o x / d r a g g i n g equipment d e t e c t o r s i n o p e r a t i o n , w i t h a n o t h e r 65 to be i n s t a l l e d 
b e f o r e the end o f t h i s y e a r . At around $122,000 each, t h a t r e p r e s e n t s an i n v e s t m e n t o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$28 m i l l i o n i n r e d u c i n g r i s k . But we t h i n k i t ' s worth i t . 
F o r t h e moment, the d i f f e r e n c e between Canadian and U.S. dangerous commodity p l a c a r d s i s minlmial. 
They l o o k p r e t t y much the same, s e r v e t h e same purpose and have, f o r t h e most p a r t , t h e same 
symbols, c o l o u r s and U n i t e d N a t i o n s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n numbers. But we have one concern: a concern t h a t 
changes i n the r e g u l a t i o n s a r e p e n d i n g , and we are not q u i t e s u r e what t h e end r e s u l t w i l l be. We 
would l i k e t o m a i n t a i n a s i m i l a r i t y w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s — a r e c i p r o c a l " i n t e r n a t i o n a l " 
agreement o f s o r t s — t h a t would a l l o w dangerous commodity t r a f f i c to f l o w f r e e l y , and s a f e l y , between 
the two c o u n t r i e s . A r e c u r r i n g nightmare o f mine i s a bunch o f t r a i n s , a l l jammed up at t h e b o r d e r , 
w h i l e employees run up and down each s i d e t r y i n g to f i g u r e out what's what...or changing 
documentation and p l a c a r d s from one system t o a n o t h e r . 
And s p e a k i n g o f dangerous commodities documentation, t h e r e a r e a few d i f f e r e n c e s between Canada and 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , one o f them b e i n g the H a z a r d I n f o r m a t i o n Response form, o r "HIER" form. T h i s i s a 
form w h i c h , i n Canada, i s p r e p a r e d by the s h i p p e r f o r each f u l l c a r , t r a i l e r o r c o n t a i n e r l o a d o f 
dangerous commodities. I t accompanies CP R a i l ' s w a y b i l l and i s always i n the p o s s e s s i o n o f a member 
of th e t r a i n crew. The o n l y e x c e p t i o n i s i n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n y a r d s , where i t must be r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e s h o u l d an emergency a r i s e . The i n f o r m a t i o n on t h i s i m p o r t a n t document i n c l u d e s t h e p l a c a r d 
n o t a t i o n , a " s p e c i a l commodity" n o t a t i o n ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) , the c a r number, c o n s i g n e e , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 
UN number, the p o t e n t i a l hazards o f t h e commodity, the Immediate a c t i o n t o be taken i f t h e r e i s a 
problem, and t h e s h i p p e r ' s emergency t e l e p h o n e numbers. These Emergency Response forms were 
r e c e n t l y improved, and made b i l i n g u a l ( E n g l i s h and French) by a committee o f r a i l w a y , f i r e , p o l i c e , 
s h i p p e r and m u n i c i p a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 
In 1979, a r e t r o f i t program was l a u n c h e d i n Canada—now completed—^which r e q u i r e d double s h e l f 
c o u p l e r s f o r a l l 112 and 114 tank c a r s , a l o n g w i t h head s h i e l d s , t h e r m a l i n s u l a t i o n and r o l l e r 
b e a r i n g s . The l a t t e r , o v e r the y e a r s , have proven t o be o p e r a t i o n a l l y more s a t i s f a c t o r y than p l a i n 
b e a r i n g s . 
The g o a l i s not o n l y t o be s a f e , but t o be s a f e r . B u t , even w i t h the b e s t o f e v e r y t h i n g — e q u i p m e n t , 
t r a c k , t r a i n c o n t r o l , t r a i n i n g — i t a l l comes down to what an o l d f r i e n d o f mine, a CP R a i l 
i n s t r u c t o r , used t o t e l l h i s s t u d e n t s — a n d p r o b a b l y s t i l l does: "There i s no b e t t e r s a f e t y d e v i c e 
than a c a r e f u l man." 

A TRIPLE DECKER TO APPEASE RAILFAN HUNGER—The r e c e n t NRHS N a t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n a t Richmond, Va. was marked by a very s p e c i a l event on 
J u l y 19th: a n o c t u r n a l " s t a c k i n g " f o r p h o t o g r a p h e r s o f t h r e e d i e s e l s a t 
the famous t r i p l e l e v e l c r o s s i n g a t F u l t o n Bottom, Va. The o c c a s i o n , 
a r r a n g e d by RAILFAN AND RAILROAD MAGAZINE E d i t o r J i m Boyd, a t t r a c t e d 
some 150 c o n v e n t i o n e e r s , some o f whom a r r i v e d as much as t h r e e hours 
e a r l y a t the s i t e t o s e t up t r i p o d s and s t e p l a d d e r s and exchange r a i l -
f a n b a n t e r . Meanwhile, d u r i n g the l a t e a f t e r n o o n the t h r e e r a i l r o a d s 
i n v o l v e d , C h e s s i e System, Seaboard and N o r f o l k Southern ( r e a d i n g from 
top t o bottom i n the " s t a c k " ) had p l a c e d t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e u n i t s (8295, 
6719 and Southern 6143) i n the same c o n f i g u r a t i o n as t h a t famous l i n e 
d rawing o f t h r e e steam l o c o m o t i v e s . The p h o t o g r a p h e r s a r r a n g e d them­
s e l v e s i n f o u r rows, w h i l e J i m Boyd c a l l e d o u t camera s e t t i n g s and 
o t h e r i n s t r u c t i o n s t h r o u g h a b u l l h o r n . At 9:10 P.M. he s h o u t e d " E v e r y ­
body open them up" w h i l e a s s i s t a n t s ran around on the t h r e e l e v e l s 

" p a i n t i n g " t h e d i e s e l s w i t h l i g h t from f l a s h b u l b s . A f t e r 30 seconds, Jim c a l l e d out " A l l r i g h t , 
everybody c l o s e s h u t t e r s " , and a l l p r e s e n t , i t i s t o be hoped, had t h a t remarkable scene 
'captured c l e a r l y on f i l m . 
T h i s was the s i x t h s t a g e d " s t a c k i n g " at F u l t o n Bottom. The f i r s t o c c u r r e d i n 1911, s h o r t l y a f t e r 
the C&O l i n e had been c o n s t r u c t e d as the top l e v e l . The most famous o c c a s i o n was i n 1926, when 
Tony Dementi photographed t h r e e steam l o c o m o t i v e s i n the model r a i l r o a d - l i k e s e t t i n g and l a t e r 
s o l d thousands o f p o s t c a r d s b e a r i n g t h e l e g e n d " I s two o v e r one f a i r ? " The l a s t s t a c k i n g o c c u r r e d 
i n 1966, at the NRHS Con v e n t i o n which was h e l d a t Richmond i n t h a t y e a r . F o r a p i c t u r e o f the 1983 
e v e n t , watch the c o v e r o f RAILFAN AND RAILROAD. - i n f o r m a t i o n from M i l l i e Sandusky 
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( E d i t o r ' s Note: I n r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t the r a i l w a y s themselves have no i n t e r e s t i n p r e s e r v i n g t h e i r own 
abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y as a r e s o u r c e f o r f u t u r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p u r p o s e s , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g how much 
such p r e s e r v a t i o n might be i n the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t : and i n f u r t h e r r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t the Canadian 
T r a n s p o r t Commission, r i g h t l y o r w r o n g l y , has t a k e n the p o s i t i o n t h a t i t has no j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 
t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f r a i l w a y l i n e s f o l l o w i n g i t s g r a n t i n g o f p e r m i s s i o n f o r abandonment. T r a n s p o r t 
2000 i s t u r n i n g t o m u n i c i p a l i t i e s w i t h an appeal t o impose l a n d use c o n t r o l s i n an e f f o r t t o 
p r e v e n t the p a r c e l l i n g o f f , and l o s s f o r e v e r , o f p o t e n t i a l l y s t r a t e g i c r i g h t s - o f - w a y . The f o l l o w i n g 
are the c o n t e n t s o f a l e t t e r d a t e d J u l y 29, 1983 as for w a r d e d t o P.E. A l l e n , Commissioner o f 
P l a n n i n g f o r t h e R e g i o n a l M u n i c i p a l i t y o f P e e l ) . 
T h i s l e t t e r c oncerns th e a p p l i c a t i o n s by Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s t o abandon p o r t i o n s o f t h e i r 
Beeton S u b d i v i s i o n , a l i n e p r e s e n t l y e x t e n d i n g from Georgetown t o B a r r i e . The Region o f P e e l has 
i n d i c a t e d i n t e r e s t i n s e e i n g t h i s l i n e r e t a i n e d as a f u t u r e guarantee a g a i n s t i n c r e a s i n g r a i l 
f r e i g h t t r a f f i c p a s s i n g t h r o u g h the c e n t r e o f Brampton, t r a f f i c w h i c h would l i k e l y i n c l u d e 
i n c r e a s i n g shipments o f hazardous m a t e r i a l s . 
T r a n s p o r t 2000 i s a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n h a v i n g t h e Beeton S u b d i v i s i o n and o t h e r s t r a t e g i c a l l y 
l o c a t e d , underused r a i l l i n e s r e t a i n e d f o r f u t u r e p u r p o s e s . Our r e c e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t o the 
Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission c o n c e r n i n g the f u t u r e v a l u e o f such l i n e s do not seem t o be 
re g a r d e d as p a r t o f the Commission's j u r i s d i c t i o n o r i n t e r e s t . We ar e t h e r e f o r e s e e k i n g 
a l t e r n a t i v e means o f p r e s e r v i n g a t l e a s t the r i g h t s - o f - w a y o f t h e s e l i n e s . 
A r e c e n t r e p o r t e n t i t l e d M i dwestern O n t a r i o / B r u c e R a i l w a y Branch L i n e Study i n v e s t i g a t e s the 
e x t e n s i v e r a i l b r a n c h l i n e network i n t h e C o u n t i e s o f W e l l i n g t o n , B r u c e , Grey and Huron. The 
r e p o r t recommends r e t e n t i o n o f s e v e r a l r i g h t s o f way a g a i n s t f u t u r e needs, s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the 
p r o p e r t y be purchased by the P r o v i n c e . No a c t i o n seems t o have been t a k e n on t h i s r e p o r t ; 
however we reg a r d s i t as a more comprehensive approach t o the problem o f underused branch l i n e s 
than has p r e v i o u s l y been the c a s e . 
At the R a i l w a y T r a n s p o r t Committee h e a r i n g c o n c e r n i n g the Beeton S u b d i v i s i o n i n B a r r i e l a s t 
December, CN Counsel s u b m i t t e d v e r b a l l y t h a t i n h i s o p i n i o n t h e Committee and the Commission 
r e t a i n e d no j u r i s d i c t i o n under the R a i l w a y Act o v e r the r a i l w a y ' s p r o p e r t y once the t r a c k i s 
removed. T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e , o t h e r law, n o t a b l y the P r o v i n c i a l P l a n n i n g A c t , must govern the 
p r e s e n t and f u t u r e use o f the abandoned r i g h t o f way. Zoning by-laws i n r u r a l ?_rer.£ s e l d o r d i s t i n g u i s h 
r a i l w a y l a n d s from s u r r o u n d i n g uses and under these c i r c u m s t a n c e s a d j a c e n t owners p u r c h a s i n g 
o r o c c u p y i n g the abandoned r i g h t - o f - w a y might develop the p r o p e r t y o r c l a i m v a l u e a c c o r d i n g t o 
such z o n i n g . 
Canadian N a t i o n a l has p r o b a b l y l e t a c o n t r a c t t o remove the t r a c k from the Beeton S u b d i v i s i o n 
between Georgetown and Cheltenham. There i s t h e r e f o r e some urgency i n d e t e r m i n i n g whether the 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n v o l v e d would be i n t e r e s t e d i n p u r c h a s i n g the r i g h t o f - w a y , o r p o s s i b l y z o n i n g 
the l a n d s i n a s u i t a b l e c a t e g o r y t o p r e c l u d e s p o t development which might make f u t u r e 
r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f the l i n e i m p o s s i b l e . We would be i n t e r e s t e d t o know whether the o p t i o n o f 
m u n i c i p a l z o n i n g t o p r e v e n t unwanted development on abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y i s i n d e e d a v i a b l e 
one. As no t e d , we c o n s i d e r t h a t s e v e r a l l i n e s i n S o u t h e r n O n t a r i o s h o u l d be r e t a i n e d i n t a c t by 
whatever means pro v e s p r a c t i c a l . No doubt the r a i l w a y would remove s t e e l s t r u c t u r e s , and o t h e r 
f a c i l i t i e s would d e t e r i o r a t e i f the l i n e was l e f t abandoned f o r any p e r i o d o f t i m e . R e t e n t i o n 
o f the r i g h t - o f - w a y w o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s a v e r t a major c o s t i n any r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f the l i n e , f n 
o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n c o m p a t i b l e uses on and a d j o i n i n g t h e p r o p e r t y would make r e b u i l d i n g the l i n e 
e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t . 
We have j u s t r e c e i v e d t h e D e c i s i o n and o r d e r o f the R a i l w a y T r a n s p o r t Committee c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
Grey-Bruce b r a n c h l i n e network. The Committee has not a c c e p t e d a l l o f the recommendations o f the 
Study f o r a v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s . I t s p o s i t i o n on the d i s p o s i t i o n o f abandoned r a i l w a y l a n d s i s 
s t a t e d under the h e a d i n g "Other M a t t e r s " a t the end o f the d e c i s i o n . I a t t a c h a copy o f t h i s s h o r t 
s e c t i o n . • 
I hope t h a t the s u g g e s t e d p l a c i n g o f abandoned r i g h t s - o f - w a y under z o n i n g c o n t r o l may prove a 
f e a s i b l e approach. P l e a s e l e t us know what i f any a c t i o n the Region and the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
c o n cerned c o n s i d e r a p p r o p r i a t e a t t h i s t i m e . 
Yours t r u l y , W i l f r i d Walker, N a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y , T r a n s p o r t 2000 Canada 
• The e x t r a c t mentioned i n the l e t t e r i s as f o l l o w s : " D u r i n g the c o u r s e o f the h e a r i n g , a number 
o f i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s e x p r e s s e d concern w i t h r e g a r d t o the d i s p o s a l and maintenance o f abandoned 
r i g h t - o f - w a y p r o p e r t y . B o t h r a i l w a y companies i n d i c a t e d t h a t i n g e n e r a l t h e i r p o l i c y r e g a r d i n g the 
d i s p o s a l o f abandoned r i g h t - o f - w a y p r o p e r t y was to o f f e r i t f i r s t t o s e n i o r l e v e l s o f 
government, then m u n i c i p a l and l o c a l governments, a d j a c e n t landowners and f i n a l l y on the open 
market. The P r o v i n c e o f O n t a r i o s t a t e d t h a t i t would c o n s i d e r a c q u i r i n g c e r t a i n o f the r i g h t - o f 
ways (SIC) abandoned thr o u g h t h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s . I t has been i n d i c a t e d t h a t i n t h o s e cases the 
maintenance o f any p r o p e r t y so a c q u i r e d would be the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the P r o v i n c e . 
Upon abandonment o f the o p e r a t i o n o f a bra n c h l i n e , the r i g h t - o f - w a y p r o p e r t y ceases t o be 
s u b j e c t t o the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission. C o n s e q u e n t l y , we have no 
a u t h o r i t y e i t h e r t o d i r e c t a r a i l w a y company as to the manner i n which i t can d i s p o s e o f such 
p r o p e r t y o r t o make an abandonment o r d e r c o n d i t i o n a l upon the abandoned r i g h t - o f - w a y p r o p e r t y 
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b e i n g d e a l t w i t h i n any p a r t i c u l a r manner. The usage o r d i s p o s a l o f abandoned r i g h t - o l - w ^ y 
p r o p e r t y i s t h e r e f o r e the p r e r o g a t i v e o f the r a i l w a y company's management, s u b j e c t , o f 
c o u r s e , t o any p r o v i n c i a l o r m u n i c i p a l laws c o n c e r n i n g f e n c i n g , maintenance, e t c , i n e f f e c t i n 
the p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . . . t o „ „ a , d h , P . t . r F. Oehn, 

imZ TRANSIT 

NEWS 

The e s s e n t i a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n f o r t h e c a r equipment f o r the proposed O a k v i l l e - H a m i l t o n and 
P i c k e r i n g - O s h a w a e l e c t r i c l i n e s (see "ALRT I n t e r u r b a n s " , N e w s l e t t e r 397) has been changed. W h i l e 
t h r e e - s e c t i o n , f o u r - t r u c k a r t i c u l a t e d c a r s had been c o n t e m p l a t e d a t the time o f announcement o f 
t h e GO-ALRT program, the concept has been a l t e r e d to t h a t o f t w o - s e c t i o n , t h r e e - t r u c k 
a r t i c u l a t e d s o f 1 1 4 - f o o t o v e r a l l l e n g t h w i t h 9'2" wide b o d i e s . The a l t e r e d d e s i g n has r e s u l t e d 
from d i s c u s s i o n s between GO T r a n s i t and the TTC which have s t r i v e n to a r r i v e at a modular d e s i g n 
w h i c h can be used by b o t h a g e n c i e s . W h i l e a r t i c u l a t e d subway c a r s do not appear f e a s i b l e f o r the 
TTC, the use o f common body components and o t h e r equipment on t h e c a r s o f b o t h systems i s 
e x p e c t e d to r e s u l t i n lower quotes from the c a r b u i l d e r and i n the p o s s i b i l i t y o f c e r t a i n j o i n t 
o r d e r i n g o f p a r t s . 
The above i l l u s t r a t i o n p o r t r a y s the g e n e r a l appearance o f the GO-ALRT equipment under the 
r e v i s e d concept, w i t h each body s e c t i o n h a v i n g two doors p e r s i d e . The c a r s w i l l be c a p a b l e o f 
o p e r a t i o n i n t r a i n s o f up t o f i v e c a r s ( t e n s e c t i o n s ) w i t h a t o t a l t r a i n l e n g t h i n the o r d e r o f 
580 f e e t . Each c a r w i l l have a s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y o f 124 and a t o t a l c a p a c i t y o f 210 p a s s e n g e r s . 
Comparing these f u g u r e s w i t h t h o s e f o r a 7 5 - f o o t TTC subway c a r makes i t o b v i o u s t h a t a commuter 
c a r s e a t i n g c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i l l be used, r a t h e r than t h a t o f s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e r a p i d t r a n s i t c a r s . 
The GO T r a n s i t c a r s w i l l have a maximum 75 MPH speed. As i n d i c a t e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 
o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e on GO-ALRT, the c a r s w i l l use c o n v e n t i o n a l p r o p u l s i o n and w i l l c o l l e c t c u r r e n t 
from an overhead system w i t h s i n g l e arm pantagraph p i c k u p . There i s l i t t l e i n the d e s i g n 
s u g g e s t i v e of ICTS, and the l a t e s t change i n concept r e n d e r s the c a r s almost s t a n d a r d 
e l e c t r i f i e d commuter r a i l w a y equipment i n a t l e a s t t h e i r b a s i c s . H a v i n g i n view th e s e r v i c e i n 
w h i c h th e u n i t s w i l l be o p e r a t e d , the above i l l u s t r a t i o n l e a v e s o u t t h r e e t h i n g s which w i l l 
p r o b a b l y be added l a t e r , v i z . r o o f h e a d l i g h t s , chime horns and p i l o t s . Not much o f ICTS t o be 
s u r e , but GO-ALRT promises t o make the Hydro R a d i a l s scheme not p i e - i n - t h e - s k y s t u f f a f t e r a l l , 
b u t merely a concept t h a t was 60 y e a r s ahead o f i t s t i m e . 
— I n f o r m a t i o n and i l l u s t r a t i o n from GO News 

r A a r — ^ " average 9.8% f a r e i n c r e a s e took e f f e c t PAFE INQBEASt J u l y l on the GO T r a n s i t system. The former two-part p r i c i n g formula 
changed from a f i x e d base o f 35i? p l u s 5.2i? per k i l o m e t r e t r a v e l l e d 
to 40<? p l u s 5.7^ per k i l o m e t r e . In a p p r o v i n g the i n c r e a s e , the GO 

T r a n s i t Board noted t h a t the 9.8% h i k e not o n l y conforms w i t h the r u l e s of the P r o v i n c i a l C a b i n e t 
Committee on A d m i n i s t e r e d P r i c e s , but i n f a c t under those r u l e s i t c o u l d have been as h i g h as 
12.3%. The Committee's r u l e s a l l o w Crown a g e n c i e s to pass a l o n g to t h e i r customers a n t i c i p a t e d 
c o s t i n c r e a s e s and GO's c o n t r a c t payments w i t h the companies which o p e r a t e i t s t r a i n s and buses 
are e x p e c t e d to r i s e by the h i g h e r f i g u r e . However. GO has chosen to e l i m i n a t e from the 
e q u a t i o n i n c r e a s e d wage payments t o the c o n t r a c t o r s i n e x c e s s o f the 5% c e i l i n g imposed on 
P r o v i n c i a l employees, thus b r i n g i n g the f i n a l f i g j i r e down. 
GO T r a n s i t Chairman Lou Parsons t o l d t h e Board t h a t a d j u s t i n g the apportionment o f the charges 
does n o t h i n g t o a l t e r the o v e r a l l c o s t o f o p e r a t i n g the system. "The b i l l s s t i l l come i n and they 
have to be p a i d . What i s n ' t c o v e r e d by o p e r a t i n g revenues must be p a i d out o f the P r o v i n c i a l 
T r e a s u r y . I t becomes a q u e s t i o n o f how much o f the c o s t o f the r i d e s h o u l d be p a i d by the passenger 
and how much by a l l the t a x p a y e r s o f O n t a r i o through the g e n e r a l t a x l e v y " . F o r e c a s t s suggest t h a t , 
w i t h t h i s f a r e i n c r e a s e i n p l a c e , about 53% o f GO's o p e r a t i n g c o s t s w i l l be p a i d by revenues, 
l e a v i n g some $50 m i l l i o n t o be p i c k e d up by t h e P r o v i n c e . The P r o v i n c e w i l l a l s o c o n t r i b u t e a n o t h e r 
$50 m i l l i o n t h i s y e a r i n c a p i t a l funds t o purchase new b i - l e v e l r a i l c a r s , to c o n t i n u e work on 
u p g r a d i n g approach t r a c k a g e west o f Union S t a t i o n , and to c a r r y out a number o f o t h e r improvements 
on the system. P o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h e P r o v i n c i a l Government some time ago s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t would 
be e q u i t a b l e f o r the GO T r a n s i t passenger t o c o n t r i b u t e 65% o f the c o s t o f the r i d e , Mr. Parsons 
s a i d t h a t GO's program t o reach t h a t t a r g e t would have seen a 16% f a r e i n c r e a s e as w e l l as the 
i m p o s i t i o n o f p a r k i n g charges a t i t s s t a t i o n s t h i s y e a r . However, the P r o v i n c e ' s b a t t l e a g a i n s t 
i n f l a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n t h e f a r e I n c r e a s e b e i n g trimmed and the p l a n s to charge f o r p a r k i n g b e i n g 
put on h o l d . "We s h o u l d t a k e a r e a l i s t i c l o o k a t GO T r a n s i t as we s t a r t from th e w o r s t economic 
d e c l i n e o f the p a s t h a l f c e n t u r y , " Mr. P a r s o n s t o l d the Board. "We s t i l l have a f a r e s t r u c t u r e 
w h i c h i s lower than th e average f o r the N o r t h American i n d u s t r y and i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y cheaper than 
the r e a l i s t i c c o s t o f d r i v i n g a c a r . We have had no s i g n i f i c a n t s e r v i c e c u t s and, i n f a c t , have 
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c o n t i n u e d t o i n c r e a s e c a p a c i t y where demand w a r r a n t s . Equipment and p l a n t maintenance remains 
h i g h . A c q u i s i t i o n o f new equipment to r e p l a c e a g i n g equipment and t o p r o v i d e more c a p a c i t y has 
c o n t i n u e d . I can t e l l you t h a t many o f o u r No r t h American b r e t h r e n w i s h they were i n as good 
shape." 
Sample i n c r e a s e s under the new f a r e s t r u c t u r e a r e : 
O a k v i l l e - T o r o n t o $2.50 ( o l d ) $2.75 (new) .25 ( i n c r e a s e ) 
Brampton-Toronto $2.75 ( o l d ) $3.00 (new) .25 ( i n c r e a s e ) 
Richmond H i l l - T o r o n t o $1.85 ( o l d ) $2.05 (new) .20 ( i n c r e a s e ) 
Oshawa-Toronto $3.35 ( o l d ) $3.70 (new) .35 ( i n c r e a s e ) 

—GO T r a n s i t has now e f f e c t e d f a r e i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h t h e l o c a l t r a n s i t system i n A j a x , Ont., 
a l t h o u g h i t i s l i m i t e d t o t h e h o l d e r s o f a d u l t monthly p a s s e s . The Aj a x system does not connect 
d i r e c t l y w i t h any p a r t o f the GO r a i l system a t p r e s e n t , b u t the GO-ALRT P i c k e r i n g - O s h a w a l i n e 
w ould pass t h r o u g h A j a x . 

UlfA 
REORGANIZATION 

A major systemwlde r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f VIA R a i l ' s management o r g a n i z a t i o n r e c e n t l y went i n t o e f f e c t , 
not the l e a s t o f t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f which i s an a n t i c i p a t e d $5 m i l l i o n annual s a v i n g . The s p e c i f i c s 
o f the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a r e much too i n v o l v e d f o r even a r e c a p i t u l a t i o n t o be attempted h e r e , but 
s u f f i c e t o say t h a t the changes are d e s i g n e d t o s t r e a m l i n e VIA's management and to make i t more 
r e s p o n s i v e t o market demands. Cou p l e d w i t h t h i s a r e the t w i n g o a l s o f improved s e r v i c e t o t h e 
pas s e n g e r and a r e d u c t i o n o f t h e c o r p o r a t e d e f i c i t . P r e s i d e n t P i e r r e Tranche has p o i n t e d out t h a t 
VIA's s u b s i d y from government was $449 m i l l i o n i n 1982 and t h a t i t i s b u d g e t t e d f o r $527 m i l l i o n 
t h i s y e a r . A s t r a i g h t l i n e e x t r a p o l a t i o n t o 1988 would see the s u b s i d y a p p r o a c h i n g the $1 b i l l i o n 
mark, a p o i n t a t which t h e o p e r a t i o n might be even more s e v e r e l y e m a s c u l a t e d than i t was i n 1981 
u n l e s s c o s t s a r e h e l d i n check. A p h i l o s o p h y o f c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ( i n t e r e s t i n g l y the r e v e r s e o f CN 
and CP's development o f g r e a t e r r e g i o n a l autonomy) runs through the changes. At the r e g i o n a l l e v e l , 
VIA's emphasis i s now p r i m a r i l y s a l e s and customer s e r v i c e s and l o c a l p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s . 
Some o f the more s i g n i f i c a n t and/or i n t e r e s t i n g a s p e c t s o f the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , l i s t e d a t random, 
a r e : A temporary Customer S e r v i c e Task F o r c e has been s e t up to examine how s e r v i c e t o the passengers 
can be improved. The group w i l l e s t a b l i s h s t a n d a r d s f o r employees who meet the p u b l i c and w i l l 
d e v e l o p ways i n which performance can be m o n i t o r e d on an o n g o i n g b a s i s . In c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s 
mandate, t h e Task F o r c e w i l l examine how employee t r a i n i n g , i n t e r n a l communication, s i g n a g e , u n i f o r m s , 
s t a f f s c h e d u l i n g and o t h e r m a t t e r s can c o n t r i b u t e t o b e t t e r s e r v i c e . 
— T h e F i n a n c e and A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Department w i l l assume, i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s t r a d i t i o n a l d u t i e s , the 
f u n c t i o n o f I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e s . T h i s change i s r e f l e c t i v e o f a r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t VIA's management, 
i t s Board o f D i r e c t o r s and t h e Government o f Canada must be p r o v i d e d w i t h r e l e v a n t and t i m e l y 
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r day t o day o p e r a t i o n s , c o n t r o l , r e p o r t i n g and p l a n n i n g p u r p o s e s . The f o u r r e g i o n a l 
f i e l d c o m p t r o l l e r s w i l l now r e p o r t d i r e c t l y t o the C o r p o r a t e C o m p t r o l l e r i n M o n t r e a l i n s t e a d o f t o 
the R e g i o n a l V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . A major s t u d y o f a c c o u n t i n g a c t i v i t i e s i s b e i n g undertaken to determine 
the c o s t e f f e c t i v e n e s s and e f f i c i e n c y o f c e n t r a l i z i n g such a c t i v i t i e s c o m p l e t e l y . 
— T h e new C o r p o r a t e A f f a i r s Department has assumed the f u n c t i o n s o f I n t e r n a l A u d i t , T r a n s l a t i o n , Law, 
P u b l i c A f f a i r s and C o r p o r a t e S e c r e t a r i a t , as w e l l as a newly c r e a t e d f u n c t i o n , i . e . F a c i l i t i e s 
P l a n n i n g and A c q u i s i t i o n . The l a t t e r i n v o l v e s the mandate to manage VIA's r e a l e s t a t e , not a major 
i t e m h e r e t o f o r e b u t one t h a t i s e x p e c t e d t o t a k e on i n c r e a s i n g i m p o r t a n c e . Land w i l l be a c q u i r e d f o r 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f maintenance f a c i l i t i e s , s t a t i o n s w i t h i n t e r m o d a l arrangements and f o r c o r r i d o r 
t r a c k p r o j e c t s . An example o f one such p r o j e c t i s P a l a i s S t a t i o n and i t s approach t r a c k a g e : VIA i s 
n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h Quebec C i t y t o s e c u r e an ownership i n t e r e s t i n the s t a t i o n p r e p a r a t o r y t o I t s 
redevelopment as an i n t e r m o d a l downtown t e r m i n a l . By e s t a b l i s h i n g a s o p h i s t i c a t e d r e a l e s t a t e 
management c a p a b i l i t y , VIA w i l l be i n c r e a s i n g l y e f f e c t i v e i n n e g o t i a t i n g l e a s e s o f f a c i l i t i e s t o i t s 
advantage, and w i l l be a b l e t o weigh t h e advantages o f ownership o f v a r i o u s p r o p e r t i e s i n l i e u o f 
l e a s i n g . 

— W h i l e not a department p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t e d by the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , the Development 
Department i s the r e c i p i e n t o f a new D i r e c t o r o f P r o j e c t s p o s i t i o n . The department i s i n v o l v e d 
i n a major e f f o r t t o d e s i g n modern passenger t r a i n maintenance f a c i l i t i e s t o be owned and 
o p e r a t e d by VIA. Depending on t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f funds, such f a c i l i t i e s would be i n s t a l l e d 
i n i t i a l l y i n To r o n t o and M o n t r e a l , w i t h p o s s i b l e l a t e r e x t e n s i o n t o o t h e r p o i n t s on the system. 
A c o r r i d o r p r o j e c t group i s w o r k i n g upon a p r o p o s a l t o t h e F e d e r a l Government t o develop h i g h 
speed c o r r i d o r f a c i l i t i e s between Quebec C i t y and Windsor and between C a l g a r y and Edmonton. Other 
c u r r e n t p r o j e c t s I n c l u d e r e n o v a t i o n o f Toronto Union S t a t i o n and the development o f an i n t e r m o d a l 
f a c i l i t y a t L e v i s , P.Q. In t h e equipment a r e a , s t u d i e s a r e underway d i r e c t e d t o the purchase o f new 
t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l equipment and what VIA c a l l s a " s h o r t t r a i n " replacement f o r RDC's. 
— T h e On-Board S e r v i c e s Department w i l l now have i t s f o u r a r e a f i e l d managers r e p o r t i n g t o M o n t r e a l 
i n s t e a d o f t o t h e v a r i o u s R e g i o n s . E f f o r t s w i l l be made t o improve communication between OBS 
employees ( p o r t e r s , w a i t e r s , s t e w a r d s , f i e l d managers) and management s t a f f , r e s u l t i n g i n more 
c o n s i s t e n t s e r v i c e and a t t i t u d e s on t r a i n s . OBS now has an a n n u a l d e f i c i t o f $25 m i l l i o n and w i l l 
s t r i v e t o reduce t h i s . Former crew r e p o r t i n g o f f i c e s a r e b e i n g amalgamated w i t h c a t e r i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n 



SEPTEMBER 1983 9 
c e n t r e s under the new name Employee S e r v i c e C e n t r e s . 
— T h e M a r k e t i n g Department has been r e s t r u c t u r e d w i t h f i v e P r o d u c t Managers r e s p e c t i v e l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r (1) t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t r a i n s and r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s , ( 2 ) Southwestern O n t a r i o , (3) The s e c t i o n o f t h e 
" C o r r i d o r " between Toronto and Quebec C i t y , (4) l o n g term m a r k e t i n g p l a n n i n g , and (5) t o u r s . Another 
new s e c t i o n o f the department. M a r k e t i n g S e r v i c e s , w i l l d e a l w i t h f a r e s , market r e s e a r c h , and 
development o f new b u s i n e s s and new I n t e r m o d a l c o n n e c t i o n s . S t a t i o n p l a n n i n g and maintenance has been 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h i s department from the O p e r a t i o n s Department. The budget f o r t h i s l a t t e r f u n c t i o n i s 
b e i n g i n c r e a s e d t o r e f l e c t the importance p l a c e d upon s t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . The department a l s o 
produces VIA's p u b l i c t i m e t a b l e , b r o c h u r e s and newspaper a d v e r t i s i n g . 
— T h e O p e r a t i o n s Department i s one o f thos e most a f f e c t e d by the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n t h r u s t , w i t h t h e f o u r 
R e g i o n a l C e n t r e s t o be c l o s e d and equipment assignment f o r the e n t i r e system t o be h a n d l e d from C e n t r a l 
C o n t r o l a t M o n t r e a l . The r e v i s e d approach w i l l p e r m i t VIA more e f f e c t i v e l y t o match c a r a v a i l a b i l i t y 
w i t h passenger volumes. However, VIA's w i d e l y d i f f e r i n g t y pes o f s e r v i c e s w i l l cause the O p e r a t i o n s 
Department t o be d i v i d e d i n t o two b r o a d groups, one r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the Quebec C i t y - W i n d s o r c o r r i d o r 
and o t h e r i n t e r - c i t y s e r v i c e s and the o t h e r f o r t h e t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l and "remote" s e r v i c e s . Another 
s e c t i o n newly c e n t r a l i z e d a t M o n t r e a l i s C o n t r a c t s and O p e r a t i o n s A n a l y s i s , the mandate o f which i s t o 
a d m i n i s t e r the o p e r a t i n g agreements between VIA and CN and CP. I t a l s o p r o v i d e s i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
v a r i o u s c o s t s i n v o l v e d i n p a s s e n g e r o p e r a t i o n s , c o - o r d i n a t e s the O p e r a t i o n s Department's budget and 
r e v i e w s the b i l l s t h a t VIA pays to the r a i l w a y s . 

— A b s t r a c t e d from VIA R a i l " V i a l o g u e " 

WESTERN ONTARIO ABANDONMENTS PERMITTED—BUT WITH STRINGS ATTACHED—Under date o f J u l y 25, 1983 the 
R a i l w a y T r a n s p o r t Committee o f the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission has p e r m i t t e d abandonment o f 
trafckage, 35 days from the date o f the o r d e r , as f o l l o w s : 
CNjDurham Spur, from Whites J e t . ( M i l e 0.00) t o Durham ( M i l e 25.72). 
— S o u t h a m p t o n Spur, from a p o i n t near P o r t E l g i n ( M i l e 48.19 o f the Southampton Sub.=Mile 0.00) 
to Southampton ( M i l e 5.00), a d i s t a n c e o f 4.1 m i l e s . 
— K i n c a r d i n e Sub., from a p o i n t near Wingham ( M i l e 32.95) t o K i n c a r d i n e ( M i l e 57.82), a d i s t a n c e 
o f 24.87 m i l e s . 
— F e r g u s Sub., from a p o i n t near Fergus ( M i l e 4 7 . 0 0 ) t o a p o i n t near P a l m e r s t o n ( M i l e 72.00), a 
d i s t a n c e o f 25 m i l e s . 
CP: P o r t i o n o f Walk e r t o n Sub. from a p o i n t n e k r Hanover ( M i l e 30.8) t o Walkerton ( M i l e 37.3), a 
HTstance o f 6.5 m i l e s . 
However, on the p o s i t i v e s i d e , the RTC o r d e r e d : — t h a t CN s h a l l c o n t i n u e o p e r a t i o n o f t h a t p o r t i o n 
o f the K i n c a r d i n e Sub. from a p o i n t near L i s t o w e l ( M i l e 1.41) t o a p o i n t near Wingham ( M i l e 32.95), 
which had been the s u b j e c t o f an abandonment a p p l i c a t i o n . 
— T h a t CP s h a l l c o n s t r u c t a t i t s expense a sp u r l i n e o f f the CN K i n c a r d i n e Sub. i n Wingham t o 
se r v e Premium F o r e s t P r o d u c t s and upon c o m p l e t i o n s h a l l t r a n s f e r ownership t h e r e o f t o CN. 
— T h a t CP s h a l l t r a n s f e r ownership and o p e r a t i o n o f a p o r t i o n o f the Walkerton Sub. i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f Hanover between M i l e 27.25 and M i l e 30.8, i n c l u d i n g c o n n e c t i n g t r a c k a g e t o CN's Owen Sound 
Sub., t o CN. 
— T h a t CN and CP s h a l l n e g o t i a t e an agreement whereunder CN would r e c e i v e t r a c k a g e r i g h t s o v e r CP 
i n F e r g u s , p e r m i t t i n g the former t o s e r v e CP's p r i v a t e s i d i n g customers i n t h a t town. 
R e t u r n i n g t o the n e g a t i v e s i d e o f the l e d g e r , the RTC i n d i c a t e s i n the o r d e r t h a t CP, upon c o m p l e t i o n 
of the t r a n s f e r t o CN o f the Hanover t r a c k a g e , s h a l l be p e r m i t t e d t o abandon the b a l a n c e o f i t s 
W a l k e r t o n Sub., from Saugeen ( M i l e 0.0) t o a p o i n t near Hanover ( M i l e 27.25), 35 days f o l l o w i n g 
the Committee h a v i n g been a d v i s e d by CP o f the c o m p l e t i o n o f the t r a n s f e r . 
These abandonments and t r a c k a g e t r a n s f e r s f o l l o w upon not o n l y abandonment a p p l i c a t i o n s by the 
r e s p e c t i v e r a i l w a y s but a l s o the s u b m i s s i o n t o the CTC o f the 1980 "Midwestern O n t a r i o / B r u c e 
R a i l w a y Branch L i n e R a t i o n a l i z a t i o n Study, i n which the r a i l w a y s p a r t i c i p a t e d a l o n g w i t h the 
P r o v i n c i a l M i n i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and Communications. P e t e r F Oehm 

SECOND BUFFALO LRV DELIVERED by John D. Thompson 11 % - n c a 
^ ^ ^ ^ J A I ^^^^v/|nV NFTA LRV 101, the f i r s t u n i t o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s 2 7 - c a r o r d e r , 
H ^^^^^^^IJ^^^VIjHn • reached C o n r a i l ' s F r o n t i e r Y a r d i n B u f f a l o on S a t . , Aug. 6, a f t e r 
H H B ^ P ^ P l f c ^ ^ ' ^ K i r 1 i t s j o u r n e y from P u e b l o , C o l o r a d o on a r a i l r o a d f l a t c a r . The LRV, H ^ I ^ H H ^ B I ^ ) f t i R a 4 L 4 '"hicb b u i l t by the Tokyu Car Corp. o f Yokohama, Japan, had ^B^Hll HI ^ ^ 9 ^ ^ been u n d e r g o i n g s e v e r a l months of o p e r a t i o n a l t e s t i n g a t the U.S. 

Dept. o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Test C e n t e r i n P u e b l o . Car 102 was 
d e l i v e r e d t o NFTA d i r e c t l y from Japan i n l a t e June and t u r n e d o v e r 

to the A u t h o r i t y i n a ceremony on J u l y 15 (see August 1983 N e w s l e t t e r ) . 
S i n c e the new South Park Shop l a c k s , a r a i l r o a d c o n n e c t i o n , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o d e l i v e r the c a r s 
to the y a r d o f H i g g i n s E r e c t o r s and H a u l e r s , I n c . , a s t e e l e r e c t i n g f i r m , l o c a t e d on the n o r t h 
s i d e o f South Park Ave., d i r e c t l y a c r o s s from the NFTA f a c i l i t i e s . A C o n r a i l s i d i n g which has 
seen l i t t l e use i n r e c e n t y e a r s extends i n t o H i g g i n s ' p r o p e r t y . Here H i g g i n s , u s i n g huge c r a n e s , 
u n l o a d s the LRV's from the f l a t c a r s onto f l a t b e d t r u c k s , which t r a n s p o r t them o v e r t o Main S t . 
j u s t n o r t h o f the carhouse. The c a r t r u c k s , which a r e t r a n s p o r t e d i n c r a t e s p l a c e d a t each end 
o f the f l a t c a r , are l i f t e d o f f and p l a c e d on the f l a t b e d s . Then, th e LRV i s lowered onto i t s 
t r u c k s . 
The o p e r a t i o n on Aug. 11 got o f f t o a slo w s t a r t . The c a r was r e p o r t e d l y due t o a r r i v e at H i g g i n s ' 
y a r d a t 0900, but i t was c l o s e r t o 1100 b e f o r e t h e s p e c i a l movement approached the M i c h i g a n Ave. 
overpass j u s t e a s t o f downtown. Here the t r a i n , c o n s i s t i n g o f a C o n r a i l s w i t c h e r , the f l a t c a r , 
and a t r a n s f e r caboose, l e f t the main l i n e and e n t e r e d the weed-choked s i d i n g . P r o g r e s s a l o n g 
here was a t a w a l k i n g pace. The t r a c k c u r v e s southward and p a s s e s through a p a r k i n g l o t . Here, 
i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t the r a i l s were c o v e r e d w i t h a t h i n l a y e r o f d i r t f o r a c o u p l e o f c a r 
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lengths. Hie t r a i n halted and a councll-of-war was c a l l e d . Evidently i t was i n i t i a l l y 
considered necessary to dig out the track; however, by going forward a few feet at a time, 
reversing, then proceeding, the great weight of the LRV on the f l a t c a r broke through the d i r t . 
By the time the car reached the south end of the yard, where the two giant cranes were waiting, 
i t was time to c a l l a halt for lunch. Following the break, 101 was loaded onto the flatbed 
t r a i l e r . Unfortunately i t was discovered that one of the crates containing a truck had been 
damaged en route, although the truck i t s e l f seemed to be untouched. This problem, and the delay 
in a r r i v a l of the car, caused NFTA to decide to leave 101 on the flatbed in Higgins' yard over­
night, and to conclude the unloading operation the following day. 
Operational t e s t i n g of 101 and 102 i s being c a r r i e d out in the yard area. It i s expected that 
erection of overhead from the shops to the tunnel portal at Tupper St., on the northern fringe 
of the downtown area, w i l l be completed by November, permitting more extensive testing. The 
f i r s t production run LRV's, which are undergoing f i n a l assembly at a General E l e c t r i c plant in 
Cleveland, are expected i n Buffalo next spring. 

• ^ Commission canadienne Canadian Transport 
• ^ des transports Commission 

Seme reeeet CIO d e c i s i e e s by b r i a n c n i c k l e 
—ON R a i l received permission to abandon the F l i n Flon Subdivision from Mileage 87.36 to 87.46, and 
the F l i n Flon Extension from Mileage 87.46 to 87.63. This portion of the l i n e was opened in July, 
1929 as'part of the Manitoba Northern Ry., and subsequently became part of the CNR. There had 
been no t r a i n service on the F l i n Flon Sub. beyond Mileage 87.36 since 1981, and the former 
customers on the now abandoned section of the l i n e supported the removal of the trackage in 
favour of the C i t y of F l i n Flon's plans for redeveloping the downtown core. 
—CN R a i l received permission to abandon operation of the Renfrew Subdivision from a point 
near Renfrew Jet. to Whitney, Ont., a distance of 90.26 miles. This line had a colourful 
history, being incorporated as the Ottawa and Parry Soiud Railway on May 4, 1888. During May, 
1891 the CAPS merged with the Ottawa, Arnprior and Renfrew Ry. to become the Ottawa, Arnprior 
and Parry Sound Ry. In June, 1899 the l i n e was absorbed by the Canada A t l a n t i c Ry., which in 
1914 i t s e l f became part of the Grand Trunk System. There had been no t r a i n service between 
Barry's Bay and Whitney since 1974. nor between Renfrew Jet. and Barry's Bay since January, 
1982. (More evidence of CN's de facto abandonment process—Ed.) 
—CN R a i l received permission to abandon the Winnipegosis Sub. from a point near Fork River to 
Winnipegosis, Manitoba, a distance of nearly 10 miles. This l i n e was chartered as the Lake 
Manitoba Ry. and Canal Co. i n 1890, and passed through the ownership of the Canadian Northern 
Railway to the CNR. 
— A l s o in Manitoba, CN Rail was able to abandon operation of i t s Inwood Sub. from Grosse Isle 
to Fisher Branch, a distance of 71.50 miles. This l i n e was constructed by the Canadian Northern 
Branch Lines Co. between 1911 and 1914. To allow on-line customers (in 1982 255 cars were 
generated by these customers) time to adjust, t h i s abandonment w i l l become e f f e c t i v e on Aug. 31, 
1985. 
—CP Rail received permission to abandon i t s F i f e Lake Sub. from Coronach to Big River, Sask., 
a distance of some 18 miles, e f f e c t i v e Aug. 31, 1984. This r a i l l i n e was constructed by the CPR 
between 1927 and 1929. Total carloadings on the l i n e were 476 in 1979; 414 in 1980; 232 in 1981; 
and 277 i n 1982. 
—CP Rail obtained the OK to abandon the Waltham Sub. between Wyman and Waltham, P.Q., a 
distance of 44 miles. This l i n e was incorporated i n 1880 as the Pontiac P a c i f i c Junction Ry., and 
opened between 1886-87. At the turn of the century i t was merged into the Ottawa and North Western 
Ry. and l a t e r leased to the CPR for 999 years. This section of the subdivision generated only 34 
carloads i n 1981. 
—An application to discontinue the passenger t r a i n service between Toronto-North Bay-Kapuskasing, 
namely Trains 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 128 and 129, was denied. 
~CN Rail received permission to abandon the Caledonia Sub. from Caledonia Jet. to Caledonia, N.S., 
a distance of nearly 22 miles. This l i n e was constructed by the Halifax and South Western Ry. in 
1904, and ownership went to the Canadian Government Rys. in 1918, and subsequently to the CNR. 
—CP R a i l obtained permission to abandon a portion of the Shore Line Subdivision from a point 
near Lepreau to St. George, N.B., a distance of 20 miles. Actual losses on this line were over 
$78,000 i n 1980 and over $86,000 in 1981. Constructed by the Grand Southern Ry. in 1877-1888, 
th i s road became part of the Shore Line Ry. in 1889; the New Brunswick Southern Ry. in 1901; and 
then, on a 999 year lease, became part of the CPR in 1911. 
— O ther abandoned l i n e s of note include:—CP Rail St. Gabriel Sub. from a point near St. F e l i x 
to St. Gabriel, P.Q., a distance of 10 miles; CN Rail Rhein Sub. between Ross Jet. and Hamton, 
Sask., a distance of 10 miles, becoming e f f e c t i v e Aug. 31, 1987; CN Rail Bodo Sub. between 
Cactus, Sask. and Bodo, Al t a . , a distance of some 12 miles; A b i t i b i - P r i c e , on behalf of the 
Grand F a l l s Ry., to abandon operation of i t s main l i n e between Grand F a l l s and Windsor, Nfld., a 
distance of 23 miles; CP R a i l Osoyoos Sub. between Mileage 10.7 and 11 in B.C.; CN Rail Central 
Butte Sub. between Moose Jaw Jet. and Mawer, Sask., a distance of 45 miles, e f f e c t i v e Aug. 31, 1987. 

—Quote Irom the Richmond (Va.) News Leader, July 22, 1983: "The (NRHS Convention) excursion, 
sponsored by the Old Dominion Chapter of the NRHS, t r a v e l l e d the James River l i n e of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Ry., over which the l a s t scheduled passenger t r a i n t r a v e l l e d more than 30 
years ago" (emphasis added for special north of the border consumption). 
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ROBBING PETER TO PAY PAUL—A r e p o r t p r e p a r e d j o i n t l y by a p r o f e s s o r i n the U n i v e r s i t y o f Toronto's 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l S t u d i e s Department and the O n t a r i o R e g i o n a l Manager o f the Canadian T r a n s p o r t 
Commission, as p r e s e n t e d t o t h a t Commission, recommends t h a t CP R a i l t r a i n s c a r r y i n g dangerous 
shipments through Toronto be r e r o u t e d o v e r CN's ac c e s s l i n e between P i c k e r i n g and Brampton. 
R e a c t i o n was immediate from p o l i t i c i a n s i n the Towns o f Markham and Vaughan, who want to know why 
t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s s h o u l d be newly exposed to the p o t e n t i a l dangers o f CP d e r a i l m e n t s when they 
a l r e a d y have CN t r a i n s r u n n i n g through t h e i r a r e a s . One has to wonder i f the r e p o r t authors are 
aware o f how much development has o c c u r r e d a d j a c e n t o r c l o s e to the CN l i n e s i n c e the time o f i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , through e s s e n t i a l l y open c o u n t r y , i n the e a r l y 1960's. The CTC has not t o date taken 
any a c t i o n on the r e p o r t , and i t would not be s u r p r i s i n g i f a c t i o n i s never t a k e n . The r e p o r t d i d 
not recommend impo s i n g a 35 MPH speed l i m i t on t r a i n s p a s s i n g a c r o s s CP's North Toronto Sub., 
something which a c t i v i s t r a t e p a y e r s i n neighbourhoods a d j a c e n t t o the l i n e had been s e e k i n g . The 
r e p o r t does suggest t h a t use o f CN t r a c k s s h o u l d be an i n t e r i m s o l u t i o n , and says t h a t b o t h 
r a i l w a y s s h o u l d be encouraged t o deve l o p new l i n e s f o r dangerous c o n s i s t s t o c i r c u m n a v i g a t e urban 
a r e a s . T h i s appears t o be one o f those U t o p i a n recommendations which a r e easy t o make when the 
r e p o r t a u t h o r s do not have t o come up w i t h d e t a i l s and f i n a n c i n g methods. To f i n d y e t another 
bypass a l i g n m e n t ( o r two) around M e t r o p o l i t a n T o r o n t o , one t h a t would not be be s e t w i t h 
monumental o p p o s i t i o n , would seem t o be an i m p o s s i b l e t a s k i n t h i s day and age. 
•ag 1' jc- 3= jg. jg. 3g -ac -JE: TJg ra. n rsrr 

Correspondence 
Dear Mr. Westland, 

B e i n g a former r e s i d e n t o f M i c h i g a n , I was i n t e r e s t e d i n the r e p o r t on D e t r o i t ' s 
peoplemover. However, as the P e n n s y l v a n i a Dutch hereabouts would say, something i s " f e r h o o d l e d " . 
13 c a r s o r d e r e d ; two minute headway; 14 minutes r u n n i n g time; two c a r t r a i n s t o o p e r a t e . 
My c a l c u l a t i o n s from the f a c t s g l e a n e d from your a r t i c l e would c a l l f o r seven two-car t r a i n s , o r 
14 c a r s t o m a i n t a i n t h i s s e r v i c e . With 13 c a r s , about the b e s t they c o u l d p l a n f o r would be f i v e 
t r a i n s , I would t h i n k , which would t r a n s l a t e c l o s e r t o a t h r e e minute headway. 
I t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y each i s s u e o f the N e w s l e t t e r . __g g v e r e t t Edwards, A b i n g t o n , Pa., U.S.A. 

( E d i t o r ' s Note: Q u i t e r i g h t ; the mathematics do not work out on t h e b a s i s o f t h e p r e s e n t e d 
f a c t s . However, the l a t t e r were t a k e n a t f a c e v a l u e from a D e t r o i t - o r i g i n a t e d r e p o r t ; a n o t h e r 
s p e c u l a t i o n i s t h a t SEMTA hopes to get c l o s e to 100% a v a i l a b i l i t y from these c a r s but i s w i l l i n g 
to o p e r a t e a t l e a s t one one- c a r t r a i n a t a l l t i m e s , w h i l e the peak s c h e d u l e i s i n f o r c e , and w i t h 
a d d i t i o n a l one-car t r a i n s when c a r s are l a i d up f o r s e r v i c i n g . ) . 

To the E d i t o r : My mother r e c e n t l y s o l d the former CPR s t a t i o n at S t . 
Marys, Ont., i n which my f a t h e r o p e r a t e d h i s e l e c t r i c a l / i n s u l a t i o n 
b u s i n e s s up u n t i l h i s death l a s t y e a r . A l o c a l s c h o o l t e a c h e r has 
purchased the s t a t i o n w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f d i s m a n t l i n g i t and r e -
e r e c t i n g i t on h i s own p r o p e r t y n o r t h o f town, b e f o r e the summer i s o u t . 
The s t r u c t u r e has l o s t most o f i t s i n t e r i o r t o r e n o v a t i o n s and p a r t i a l 
d e s t r u c t i o n , t h e l a t t e r b e i n g one a s p e c t o f t h e agreement o f purchase 
between my f a t h e r and CP when he o r i g i n a l l y p urchased the s t a t i o n , and 

the s t a t i o n m a s t e r ' s house, 13 y e a r s ago. The b u i l d i n g was at one time a passenger depot f o r 
s e r v i c e c o n n e c t i n g S t . Mary's and Woodstock. The l i n e i s s t i l l used f o r f r e i g h t t r a f f i c , u n t i l 
r e c e n t l y s e e i n g about one t r a i n a week, but t h i s has now been reduced t o once a month, f o r t r a c k 
maintenance and the o c c a s i o n a l c a r t o be p i c k e d up from t h e S t . Marys Cement Co. The nameboard 
from the s t a t i o n was donated by my mother l a s t y e a r f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n t o CP R a i l P r a i r i e Region 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t J.W. Malcolm on the o c c a s i o n o f h i s r e t i r e m e n t , 44 y e a r s a f t e r he had s t a r t e d 
w o r k i n g f o r the CPR as a t e l e g r a p h e r i n the S t . Marys s t a t i o n . _ _ D a v i d T omlinson, Aylmer, Ont. 

Dear John: 
D u r i n g a two-day c o n f e r e n c e i n Miami i n A p r i l I managed t o use l u n c h hour and e v e n i n g 

and e a r l y morning to e x p l o r e the Dade County T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e . 
The Manager o f C o n s t r u c t i o n t h e r e i s Simon Z w e i g h a f t who was my a s s i s t a n t here ( a t NFTA) d u r i n g 
1970-74 when we c o n c e i v e d and l a u n c h e d the B u f f a l o r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o j e c t . He e s c o r t e d me the 
e n t i r e l e n g t h o f the 20.5 m i l e l i n e , t h r o u g h t h e e x p a n s i v e y a r d s and shops ( a t the extreme n o r t h 
end o f the l i n e ) and on s e v e r a l t r i p s on t h e i r p r o t o t y p e c a r s o v e r the southernmost f o u r m i l e s 
o f the l i n e where the northbound t r a c k was f i n i s h e d and t h e t h i r d r a i l e n e r g i z e d f o r shakedown 
o f the c a r s . 
Miami's c a r s are i d e n t i c a l t o t h o s e o f B a l t i m o r e . The j o i n t c a r o r d e r p r o v i d e d f o r c a r s 1 and 2 
to be d e l i v e r e d t o B a l t i m o r e , 3 and 4 t o Miami, then B a l t i m o r e ' s p r o d u c t i o n q u a n t i t y , and 
f i n a l l y Miami's p r o d u c t i o n q u a n t i t y . A m i s f o r t u n e i s t h a t B a l t i m o r e i s e v i d e n t l y b e h i n d s c h e d u l e , 
so i s not p r e s s u r i n g the c a r b u i l d e r t o h o l d t o s c h e d u l e , w h i l e Miami i s ahead o f s c h e d u l e and 
c o u l d open t h e South L i n e i n December 1983 i f i t s c a r s were a v a i l a b l e . ( I t i s un d e r s t o o d t h a t , 
s i n c e t h i s l e t t e r was w r i t t e n , arrangements have been made t o d i v e r t 16 c a r s o f the B a l t i m o r e 
p r o d u c t i o n o r d e r t o Miami t o p e r m i t the s c h e d u l e d o p e n i n g o f t h e l a t t e r ' s s y s t e m . — E d . ) One o f 
the p e o p l e a t the co n f e r e n c e was from B a l t i m o r e . He s a i d t h a t t h e o n l y d i f f e r e n c e between t h e 
c a r s f o r the two c i t i e s i s t h a t Miami has c u s h i o n e d s e a t s w i t h a c o a r s e b l u e f a b r i c w h i l e 
B a l t i m o r e has c u s h i o n e d s e a t s w i t h a s m o o t h - f i n i s h brown m a t e r i a l . 
The c a r procurement e n g i n e e r s were c a u t i o u s l y r u n n i n g t h e Miami p r o t o t y p e c a r s f a s t e r and 
f a s t e r . They a r e r e q u i r e d t o go 70 MPH and a f t e r t e s t s a r e completed w i l l be equi p p e d w i t h 

CAN. PA«. WTCi. 

ST. MARYS, ONT. 
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g o v e r n i n g d e v i c e s t o l i m i t them to 70 UPE. When we boarded f o r t h e f i r s t o f my sample r i d e s , 
they t o l d us they were up t o 62 MPH. A few t r i p s l a t e r , t h ey exceeded 70 amidst much s t a f f 
r e j o i c i n g . 
Of t h e 20.5-mile l e n g t h o f t h e r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e , about a q u a r t e r o f a m i l e i s on the ground 
s u r f a c e i m m e d i a t e l y s o u t h o f downtown Miami. A l l o f t h e remainder i s on a e r i a l s t r u c t u r e o f at 
l e a s t t h r e e r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e d e s i g n s . The Miami R i v e r i s c r o s s e d a t 7 5 - f o o t c l e a r a n c e above 
h i g h t i d e . Miami i s e s s e n t i a l l y a l o w - p r o f i l e c i t y w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s h a v i n g o n l y s i n g l e -
s t o r e y homes. So, the r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e dominates th e s k y l i n e . 
The downtown people mover shop b u i l d i n g was n e a r i n g c o m p l e t i o n , and t h e r e was much e v i d e n c e o f 
p r o v i s i o n f o r i t i n o t h e r new s t r u c t u r e s . Land c l e a r a n c e i s underway f o r i t s p r i v a t e r i g h t - o f -
way s e c t i o n s . I t i s easy to t r a c e i t s a l i g n m e n t . The f i r s t a c t u a l people mover c o n t r a c t s f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n were a t the time t o be awarded i n a week o r two. I t forms a r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r 
l o o p through the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t and i s c a l l e d "METROLOOP". Inasmuch as the r a p i d 
t r a n s i t l i n e ("METRORAIL") has o n l y one c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t s t a t i o n , the pe o p l e mover i s 
a n e c e s s i t y t o d i s t r i b u t e p a s s e n g e r s . The c e n t r a l a r e a s t a t i o n . Government C e n t e r , has o b v i o u s 
p r o v i s i o n f o r a f u t u r e e a s t - w e s t r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e a t a lo w e r l e v e l . From bottom up, t h e l e v e l s 
o f t h i s s p e c t a c u l a r s t a t i o n w i l l be (1) l i n e a r p a r k a t ground l e v e l and i n t e r s e c t i n g s t r e e t s , (2) 
METROLOOP l e v e l , (3) t r a n s f e r l e v e l and f u t u r e east-west l i n e p l a t f o r m s , and (4) METRORAIL 
n o r t h - s o u t h l i n e p l a t f o r m . The n o r t h - s o u t h l i n e w i l l have an i s l a n d p l a t f o r m between the 
t r a c k s . The east-west l i n e w i l l have a p a i r o f s i d e p l a t f o r m s . 
Wherever p r a c t i c a l , s t a t i o n s a r e t i e d i n t o a d j a c e n t development w i t h e n c l o s e d walkways at 
mezzanine l e v e l (above s t r e e t t r a f f i c ) . L e a r n i n g what not t o do from BART and Washington, D.C., 
Miami has ar r a n g e d t o b r i n g f e e d e r buses as c l o s e as p o s s i b l e t o s t a i r w a y s and e s c a l a t o r s t o 
th e s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m s . T r a n s f e r s w i l l be b a r r i e r - f r e e , so t h e buses come w i t h i n t h e f a r e - p a i d 
a r e a o f each s t a t i o n . 
The g r e a t e r p o r t i o n o f the l i n e i s i n t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y o f t h e F l o r i d a E a s t Coast R a i l r o a d , i n c l u d i n g 
the e n t i r e South L i n e . Temporary yards are p r o v i d e d a t t h e s o u t h end by c o n t i n u i n g t h e double 
t r a c k on t h e s u r f a c e u n t i l i t reaches the f i r s t grade c r o s s i n g . Here the t h i r d r a i l ends and 
the r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o p e r t y i s p r o t e c t e d by a c h a i n - l i n k f e n c e . But, the t r a c k c o n t i n u e s a c r o s s 
the grade c r o s s i n g and b l e n d s i n t o the FEC t r a c k . A s h o r t p i t has been b u i l t so t h a t the t r u c k s 
can be i n s p e c t e d one at a t i m e . A v e r y s m a l l b u i l d i n g p r o v i d e s o f f i c e space f o r t h e y a r d -
master and a c h e c k - i n p o i n t f o r o p e r a t i n g p e r s o n n e l . The v a s t s t o r a g e y a r d (adequate f o r a l l 
e n v i s i o n e d f u t u r e e x t e n s i o n s as w e l l as t h e i n i t i a l l i n e ) and g e n e r o u s l y p r o p o r t i o n e d shop are 
l o c a t e d a l o n g s i d e FEC's H i a l e a h Y a r d w i t h t r a c k c o n n e c t i o n between t h e r a i l r o a d and the r a p i d 
t r a n s i t . Because the f i r s t p u b l i c s e r v i c e — o n the South L i n e — ^ w i l l be i s o l a t e d from t h e y a r d s 
and shop, DCTA has a r r a n g e d w i t h FEC t o f e r r y r a p i d t r a n s i t c a r s between the n o r t h and so u t h 
t i p s o f t h e l i n e . The No r t h L i n e i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y a y e a r b e h i n d the South L i n e . 
I was ver y f a v o u r a b l y impressed w i t h Miami's r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o j e c t . A f t e r i t opens, i t w i l l 
f u r n i s h u s e f u l examples o f ways t o t h r e a d c o n v e n t i o n a l r a i l t r a n s i t through ' t i g h t ' areas by 
use o f a e r i a l s t r u c t u r e . I t w i l l be the most v i s i b l e t r a n s i t system i n No r t h America and w i l l 
t h e r e f o r e demonstrate the p r i n c i p l e o f t h e t r a i n b e i n g a moving b i l l b o a r d t h a t a d v e r t i s e s i t s 
own q u a l i t y s e r v i c e . The FEC r i g h t - o f - w a y i n the so u t h i s p a r a l l e l and i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o 
U.S. Highway One which i s a s i x - l a n e s u r f a c e expressway impeded by c o n g e s t i o n . A l r e a d y , the 
shakedown t r i p s o f the two-car t r a i n were b u i l d i n g p o s i t i v e a n t i c i p a t i o n o f the r a i l s e r v i c e as 
peop l e s i t i n t h e i r a u t o s — s t o p p e d — a n d watch t h e t r a i n g l i d e by a t h i g h speed. 
My o n l y n e g a t i v e comment i s t h a t i f ^ the r a p i d t r a n s i t s t a n d a r d s had been lowered i n the matt e r 
o f minimum c u r v a t u r e r a d i u s and the $130 t o $150 m i l l i o n b e i n g s p e n t f o r the people mover were 
i n s t e a d added t o the r a p i d t r a n s i t c o n s t r u c t i o n budget, the METRORAIL l i n e c o u l d have been 
a l i g n e d through the c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t so as to d i r e c t l y d i s t r i b u t e the passengers at 
s e v e r a l s t r a t e g i c a l l y - l o c a t e d s t a t i o n s . __Gordon J . Thompson, B u f f a l o , N.Y. 

— V I A o f t e n c l a i m s t h a t poor t i m e k e e p i n g i s due t o the o l d equipment, but the LRC's have t h e i r 
own problems. On Sunday, Aug. 14 LRC T r a i n 46 l e f t Union S t a t i o n , Toronto f o r Ottawa on time 
at 17:30 but sto p p e d a t the end o f the p l a t f o r m . A f t e r about 20 min u t e s , i t was announced t h a t 
a c a r was f a u l t y and must be r e p l a c e d , w h i c h would take 45 minutes t o one hour. ( I t appeared 
t h a t the s u s p e n s i o n on t h e l a s t c a r had f a i l e d as i t had a pronounced t i l t ) . P a s s e n g e r s , 
baggage and s u p p l i e s were removed and, a f t e r about 40 minutes, an MLW s w i t c h e r brought two c a r s 
from the y a r d . But to uncouple an LRC r e q u i r e s two CN maintenance men and a s u p e r v i s o r , and 
much t i m e . In due cour s e the bad o r d e r c a r was s w i t c h e d t o the a d j o i n i n g t r a c k , the two c a r s 
c o u p l e d , passengers boarded and we s t a r t e d a g a i n f o r good at 19:20, one hour and 50 minutes 
l a t e . We m a i n t a i n e d t h i s t o Ottawa ( t h e d i s p a t c h e r h e l d T r a i n 49 a t F e d e r a l ) , a r r i v i n g at 12:15 
a.m., a f t e r the c i t y buses had sto p p e d . So we needed t a x i s t o get home. 
I hope I s h a l l have b e t t e r news to r e p o r t a f t e r my t r a i n t r a v e l i n F r a n c e . j ^ Harry Dodsworth 

MORE ON EDMONTON EXTENSION—The s t a t i o n s on t h e new ETS LRT e x t e n s i o n (see August i s s u e , P. 3) f e a t u r e , 
i n the case o f Corona S t a t i o n , a s p a c i o u s d e s i g n from mezzanine l e v e l t o p l a t f o r m w i t h f i v e l i g h t e d 
c h a n d e l i e r s , and i n the case o f Bay S t a t i o n , an i n t r i c a t e t i l e d e s i g n i n c l u d i n g g e o m e t r i c l a y o u t s on 
the p l a t f o r m s . Both s t a t i o n s have numerous s t r e e t l e v e l e n t r a n c e s , mezzanine l e v e l c o n n e c t i o n s t o 
a d j a c e n t c o n m e r c i a l p r o p e r t i e s , and s p a c i o u s t r a i n l e v e l p l a t f o r m s . E l e v a t o r a c c e s s f o r the d i s a b l e d 
and e l d e r l y has been p r o v i d e d . New s t y l e TICFAK f a r e machines are used, which are more v e r s a t i l e and 
r e s i s t a n t t o jamning by c o n t r a s t w i t h the o l d e r machines, and en a b l e smoother passenger f l o w t o 
"POP" ( p r o o f o f payment) a r e a s . ..p^g^enger T r a n s p o r t 
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Motive Power Section 
POWER NOTES BY BRUCE CHAPMAN 

Qp — R e b u i l d s : a t Ogden ( C a l g a r y ) : 8507 t o 1556; 4462 t o 6801; 8664 t o 1557. These 
Aa// u n i t s were a l l completed d u r i n g J u l y . 

— 7 0 1 7 was s t o r e d u n s e r v i c e a b l e a t S t . Luc Engine T e r m i n a l , M o n t r e a l as o f J u l y 21. 
— C P l e a s e d t o GO T r a n s i t SD40-2's 5501, 5518, 5542, 5556, 5558 and 5792 f o r a 24-hour p e r i o d on 
J u l y 20, due t o f u e l l i n g problems GO was e x p e r i e n c i n g w i t h t h e i r own u n i t s . 
— B o t h 6620 and 7028 a r e back i n s e r v i c e from John S t . Engine T e r m i n a l , T o r o n t o , the 7028 h a v i n g 
been r e t u r n e d t o Smiths F a l l s . 
— C P w i l l spend $469,000 f o r r e r o o f i n g S t . Luc Roundhouse, then $1 m i l l i o n o v e r the next two y e a r s 
f o r i n s u l a t i n g the b u i l d i n g . The l i g h t i n g w i l l a l s o be i n c r e a s e d i n s i d e t h e shop. The roundhouse 
was b u i l t c i r c a 1949. 

- - C P has r e t i r e d Robot 1029, but the c a r w i l l be r e m a i n i n g a t F o r t MacLeod, A l t a . u n t i l p l a n s f o r 
i t s r e m o d e l l i n g i n t o a s e r v i c e c a r a r e d e f i n i t e . 
— 6 6 2 1 a r r i v e d i n T o r o n t o on Aug. 13, on T r a i n 448, b i l l e d t o G e n e r a l E l e c t r i c , C l e v e l a n d . The 
u n i t , which i s e q u i p p e d w i t h r o l l e r b e a r i n g s , w i l l be shopped t h e r e o v e r a 15-week p e r i o d , then 
r e t u r n e d to CP's Angus Shops f o r r e p a i n t i n g . 
-6607 i s s t o r e d u n s e r v i c e a b l e a t S u t h e r l a n d , Sask. 
—TH&B 402 i s b e i n g sent t o Angus f o r frame r e p a i r . 

A l l 1400's were p l a c e d i n s t o r a g e as o f August 1. E i g h t o f them are a t John S t . , 
T o r o n t o ; o t h e r s a r e s t o r e d as f o l l o w s : M e d i c i n e Hat, A l t a : 1418, 1423, 1424, 1432; 
S t . Luc, 1402, 1403, 1405, 1407, 1414, 1416, p l u s 1961 and 1965. 
—RDC 6210 s u f f e r e d a f i r e a t K i n g s t o n , Ont. t h i s summer. 

—RDC 6144 a l s o e x p e r i e n c e d f i r e damage, a t A l y t h Shop, C a l g a r y , on Aug. 1, so 6127, which was 
supposed to r e t u r n t o T o r o n t o , w i l l remain a t C a l g a r y f o r the time b e i n g . 
- - R D C 6116 h i t a t r u c k at B e l a i r , P.Q. on Aug. 18, k i l l i n g the t r u c k d r i v e r . The f r o n t end o f the 
c a r was d e r a i l e d . G« ^ ^ The f o l l o w i n g u n i t s were r e t i r e d l a s t s p r i n g and s o l d t o t h e P r e c i s i o n N a t i o n a l Corp: 

I 8027, 8034, 8035, 8085, 8087, 8088, 8093, 8120, 8201, 8202, 8204. 
C o r r e c t i o n : The statement was made i n the August i s s u e M o t i v e Power S e c t i o n t h a t CP's r e c e n t l y -
r e t i r e d RS2's had spent t h e i r e n t i r e w o r k i n g l i v e s around Newport, Vermont. T h i s statement was not 
made by Bruce Chapman, who a d v i s e s t h a t 8401 was a s s i g n e d , steam g e n e r a t o r equipped, t o Ottawa f o r 
about the f i r s t 10 y e a r s o f i t s l i f e ; i t f u n c t i o n e d as a backup f o r the Maniwaki gas c a r , 9005, 
i n the event o f the l a t t e r ' s f a i l u r e . When RDC's r e p l a c e d 9005 i n the l a t e 1950's, 8401 was 
t r a n s f e r r e d e a s t . 8403 was a s s i g n e d t o B r o w n v i l l e J e t . , Maine u n t i l about 1976 when the Moosehead way 
f r e i g h t was a b o l i s h e d , and was then s e n t t o Newport. P o s s i b l y o t h e r u n i t s i n t h e group had non-
Vermont assignments. 

— C P i s e x p e c t e d to move BCR's new e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e s t o them t h i s f a l l . The 
f i r s t l o c o m o t i v e i s e x p e c t e d o u t o f GMD on Oct. 28 and a n o t h e r on Nov. 11; the 
f i v e r e m a i n i n g u n i t s w i l l f o l l o w a t a r a t e o f two every t h r e e weeks. The f i r s t 
two a r e to be rushed out as they are u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d by BCR. The o t h e r f i v e 
may be s t o p p e d o f f a t c e r t a i n p o i n t s f o r p i c t u r e s and i n s p e c t i o n . 

BCR's e l e c t r i f i e d Tumbler Ridge b r a n c h i s e x p e c t e d to be i n o p e r a t i o n by Dec. 1, 1983. C o a l t r a i n s 
w i l l use f o u r e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e s from Tumbler Ridge to the western p o r t a l of T a b l e T u n n e l , then 
two on to Tacheeds, where d i e s e l u n i t s t a k e o v e r to P r i n c e George. A t o t a l o f 21 hours w i l l be 
a l l o w e d f o r the round t r i p from Tumbler Ridge t o P r i n c e George. CN then t a k e s o v e r , w i t h 54 hours 
a l l o w e d t o P r i n c e Rupert and r e t u r n . The new l i n e f e a t u r e s f o u r t u n n e l s and 11 b r i d g e s . BCR may t r y 
m a r k e t t i n g the t u n n e l l i n g s k i l l s i t has g a i n e d i n c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the b r a n c h . 

•CN GP9 4100, which was r e p o r t e d i n the A p r i l N e w s l e t t e r as b e i n g s t o r e d s e r v i c e a b l e , h a u l e d 
RAPIDO t r a i n 37 from M o n t r e a l t o Ottawa on Aug. 10. I t then took t r a i n 49 ( o v e r n i g h t CAVALIER) 
from Ottawa t o B r o c k v i l l e . _ _ j „ ^^^^^ Dodsworth 

Diesel Division UPDATE OF RECENT LOCOMOTIVE ORDERS SUMMARY TO JULY 14, 1983 ( C o n t i n u a t i o n 
G e n e r a l Motors O f l i s t s a p p e a r i n g i n N e w s l e t t e r 397, Page 13 and i n N e w s l e t t e r 404, Page 
of C a n a d a Limited 21) c o m p i l e d by Don R. McQueen 
London, Ontario . ^ Changes t o P r e v i o u s L i s t s : - N e w s l e t t e r 397: Order C-439 (E g y p t ) — 

change Note F to "34 u n i t s d e l i v e r e d Dec. 1981; 30 u n i t s d e l i v e r e d Mar.-
Apr. 1982". N e w s l e t t e r 404: Order C-444-under " D e l i v e r y Date" change t o 
d e l i v e r e d Dec. 1982 t o Mar. 1983 and J u l . - A u g . 1983; Order C-445-change 

to d e l i v e r e d Apr.-June 1983. (CP R a i l SD40-2 o r d e r s p l i t f o r d e l i v e r i e s o f GP38-2's). 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 
RAILWAY 

2. New Orders: Order 
C-448 
C-450 

Qty. Model 
4 

15 
SD-50 
JT22MC 

P u r c h a s e r D e l i v e r y Date 
CN F o r Oct. 1984 

Egypt For Jan.-June 1984 

BCR RS3's 571, 573 and 577 are b e i n g r e b u i l t as s l u g u n i t s . The 571 and 577 w i l l be renumbered as 
S402 and S403. 
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C/M Meaford 
abandonment submission 

The f o l l o w i n g i s a c o n d e n s a t i o n o f the Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s s u b m i s s i o n to the CTC 
e n t i t l e d "Report on t h e Proposed Abandonment o f a P o r t i o n o f the Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n " . 
The Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n b e g i n s a t B a r r i e , Ont., M i l e 0.00, and extends 52.19 m i l e s i n a n o r t h ­
w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n t o Meaford, Ont. At B a r r i e , c o n n e c t i o n s t o the Newmarket and Beeton 
S u b d i v i s i o n s are made v i a y a r d t r a c k s . The s t a t i o n s l o c a t e d on the s e c t i o n o f the s u b d i v i s i o n 
p roposed f o r abandonment are Thornbury.;, M i l e 43.98, and Meaford, M i l e 52.19. (Note: the s t a t i o n 
b u i l d i n g s at t h e s e l o c a t i o n s were removed a number o f y e a r s ago). F r e i g h t c a r l o a d s e r v i c e on the 
l i n e i s p r e s e n t l y p r o v i d e d by a w a y f r e i g h t from B a r r i e o p e r a t i n g on an " i f and when r e q u i r e d " 
b a s i s . 

The p o r t i o n o f the l i n e p r o p o s e d f o r abandonment was p a r t o f a r a i l l i n e o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t 
by The N o r t h Grey Rail w a y Company, i n c o r p o r a t e d on 15 February 1871 to c o n s t r u c t a r a i l w a y from 
C o l l i n g w o o d t o Meaford. The l i n e was completed and opened f o r t r a f f i c on 31 December 1872. T h i s 
r a i l w a y was amalgamated w i t h The Tor o n t o , Simcoe and Muskoka J u n c t i o n R a i l w a y Company i n t o one 
company under the name N o r t h e r n E x t e n s i o n R a i l w a y s Company under agreement d a t e d 27 December 1871. T h i s 
r a i l w a y and The N o r t h e r n R a i l w a y Company of Canada were s u b s e q u e n t l y amalgamated i n t o one company under 
the l a t t e r name as a u t h o r i z e d by S t a t u t e Canada 8 A p r i l 1875. E f f e c t i v e 24 February 1888 The Northern 
Railway Company o f Canada was amalgamated i n t o The Grand Trunk Railway Company o f Canada. The l a t t e r 
became p a r t o f the CNR on 30 January 1923. 
The Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n i s i n poor t o f a i r c o n d i t i o n c o n t a i n i n g r a i l m a i n l y w i t h a weight o f 80 l b s . 
pe r yd. Cars e x c e e d i n g 220,000 l b s . g r o s s weight are r e q u i r e d t o be c o v e r e d by h a n d l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s . 
Maximum t r a i n speed i s 25 MPH. I t i s . p a r a l l e l e d by P r o v i n c i a l Highway No. 26 which i s a paved, a l l 
weather r o a d p r o v i d i n g a c c e s s t o major commercial and i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e s . There are f i v e " f o r h i r e " 
highway c a r r i e r s l i c e n s e d t o s e r v e the a r e a through which the l i n e p a s s e s . 
A l t e r n a t i v e r a i l s e r v i c e s a r e shown i n an appendix f o r the two s t a t i o n s on the l i n e , g i v i n g the 
d i s t a n c e i n road m i l e s t o a l t e r n a t i v e r a i l s t a t i o n s . The n e a r e s t a l t e r n a t i v e s t a t i o n t o Thornbury i s 
C o l l i n g w o o d , a d i s t a n c e o f 13 m i l e s , and t h e c l o s e s t open s t a t i o n t o Meaford i s Owen Sound, a 
d i s t a n c e o f 17 m i l e s . 
The Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n e x t e n d s t h r o u g h e x c e p t i o n a l l y s c e n i c c o u n t r y s i d e which has been d e s i g n a t e d by 
the P r o v i n c e o f O n t a r i o as a f o u r season t o u r i s t and r e c r e a t i o n a r e a . A c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f h i g h l y 
s u c c e s s f u l t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s complement the a r e a . Thornbury, which i s l o c a t e d on Nottawasaga Bay at 
the mouth o f t h e Beaver R i v e r , i s i n t h e c e n t r e o f an i m p o r t a n t a p p l e growing a r e a . Meaford i s a l s o 
l o c a t e d on Nottawasaga Bay a t t h e mouth o f the B i g Head R i v e r . Meaford has harbour f a c i l i t i e s ; 
however, due to th e s h a l l o w depth o f the w a t e r , which does n o t exceed 10 to 11 f e e t , t h i s harbour i s 
not s u i t a b l e t o accommodate commercial l a k e v e s s e l s which r e q u i r e w a t e r depths which range up to 27 
f e e t . There a r e no known r a i l - o r i e n t e d i n d u s t r i a l developments underway or p l a n n e d i n the 
f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e t h a t would r e q u i r e the use o f r a i l s e r v i c e i n the a r e a . There are no s e r v i c e s 
p l a n n e d o r proposed f o r the f u t u r e by CN R a i l on the p o r t i o n o f the Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n proposed f o r 
abandonment. 
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With abandonment o f t h e r a i l l i n e i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t some l o c a l o n - l i n e t r a f f i c would be l o s t t o 
p r i v a t e o r commercial t r u c k e r s . D u r i n g t h e f i v e y e a r p e r i o d 1977 t o 1981 r a i l t r a f f i c h a n d l e d on the 
l i n e ranged from a low o f 43 c a r l o a d s i n 1977 t o a h i g h o f 120 c a r l o a d s i n 1980. The i n c r e a s e i n 1980 
was due to an outbound movement o f 82 c a r l o a d s o f hay t o Western Canada because o f s e v e r e drought 

. c o n d i t i o n s . With abandonment o f the l i n e no un u s u a l heavy expenses would be imposed on r e m a i n i n g 
a c t i v e customers who would be r e q u i r e d t o t r a n s p o r t any f u t u r e r a i l t r a f f i c by t r u c k a t t h e i r own 
expense to one o f the a l t e r n a t i v e s t a t i o n s l i s t e d i n the appendix. 
I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t , w i t h the abandonment o f the l i n e between M i l e 34.60 and M i l e 52.19, the b u l k 
o f t h e r a i l t r a f f i c now h a n d l e d to and from t h a t p o r t i o n o f the Meaford S u b d i v i s i o n would c o n t i n u e 
to be h a n d l e d by r a i l . T h i s w i l l r e s u l t i n a s m a l l i n c r e a s e i n c a r l o a d s t o t h e a l t e r n a t e s t a t i o n s 
and a minor i n c r e a s e i n t r u c k i n g a c t i v i t y . T r a i n o p e r a t i o n s between C o l l i n g w o o d and Meaford are a t 
the minimum l e v e l c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t r a f f i c a v a i l a b l e and no f u r t h e r economies c o u l d be r e a l i z e d 
by c h a n g i n g t h e method o f o p e r a t i o n . The o n l y o t h e r l i n e o f the Company i n the immediate a r e a 
i s the Owen Sound S u b d i v i s i o n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 17 m i l e s d i s t a n t , which i s t o o f a r away to p r o v i d e an 
economic i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n . There i s no d i r e c t c o n n e c t i o n between t h e t r a c k a g e proposed f o r 
abandonment and any o t h e r r a i l w a y l i n e . CP R a i l ' s M a c t i e r S u b d i v i s i o n c r o s s e s the Meaford Sub. a t 
grade, at M i l e 7.45 ( M i l e 58.09 M a c t i e r Sub.), which i s on t h e p o r t i o n o f the Meaford Sub. which 
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be o p e r a t e d by CN. I t i s t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r e d by CN t h a t CP c o u l d not p r o v i d e s e r v i c e 
o v e r CN's t r a c k s between C o l l i n g w o o d and Meaford i n a way t h a t would be e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e . 
Summary: C a r l o a d t r a f f i c h a n d l e d t o and from the two s t a t i o n s on t h e p o r t i o n o f the Meaford Sub. 
propos e d f o r abandonment has been m i n i m a l i n r e c e n t y e a r s . C l e a r l y , i t has been shown t h a t i n 1979, 
1980 and 1981, revenues from o r i g i n a t i n g and t e r m i n a t i n g t r a f f i c on the l i n e f a i l e d t o meet the 
c o s t s i n c u r r e d ; c o n s e q u e n t l y , CN R a i l has s u f f e r e d c o n t i n u i n g a c t u a l l o s s e s . There i s p r e s e n t l y no 
e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e method o f r a i l o p e r a t i o n nor any o t h e r o p p o r t u n i t y f o r e l i m i n a t i n g t h e l o s s e s 
i n c u r r e d on t h i s l i n e . T h e r e f o r e , i n view o f the l o s s e s b e i n g s u s t a i n e d , and i n accordance w i t h 
the terms o f the R a i l w a y A c t , CN R a i l has no a l t e r n a t i v e b u t t o ap p l y f o r the d i s c o n t i n u a n c e o f the 
Meaford Sub. between M i l e 34.60 and 52.19. 
(Not a word i s s a i d about the p o s s i b i l i t y o f P r o v i n c i a l a c q u i s i t i o n o f the l i n e , nor o f the p l a n s 
w h i ch t h e O n t a r i o R a i l A s s o c i a t i o n has had f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s t o conduct a steam t o u r i s t o p e r a t i o n 
between C o l l i n g w o o d and M e a f o r d . — E d . ) . 
Appendix 
1. P h y s i c a l S t a t i s t i c s — M i l e s o f t r a c k : Main L i n e — 1 7 . 5 9 mi. Spurs and S i d i n g s — 1 . 0 8 mi. T o t a l -
18.67 mi. 
R a i l : Main L i n e & S p u r s : 2.89 mi. of 
85 l b . l a i d i n 1912, 80 l b . i n 1905. 

85 l b . ; 15.78 ml. of 80 l b . Type: ASCE. C o n d i t i o n : F a i r . 

T r ack T i e s ( t r e a t e d ) : No.: 53,777. C o n d i t i o n : Poor. Average Age: 30 y e a r s . 
B a l l a s t ( p i t r u n ) : Length—18.67 mi. C t o n d i t i o n : Poor. Age: V a r i o u s . 
C u l v e r t s : Wood box-one. C o n d i t i o n — G o o d - f a i r . Y e a r b u i l t : 1913-40. 

• C o n c r e t e P i p e : 60. " " 
Cast i r o n " 2 " " 

C o r r u g a t e d m e t a l p i p e : 104 
Co n c r e t e box: 1 " " ' 

B r i d g e s : Type—Beam Span. 
Deck t r u s s span 
& deck p l a t e g i r d e r span 
Deck p l a t e g i r d e r span 

T r e s t l e s : Type: P i l e T r e s t l e 

C r o s s i n g s , P u b l i c : P r o t e c t i o n : 
F l a s h i n g l i g h t s 
& b e l l s 
R e f l e c t o r i z e d 
S i g n s 

Length: 60' 

298' 
47' 
36" 

" 25' 
" 37' 

37' 
12' 

Niunber 
2 

49 

M i l e a g e : 42.60 C o n d i t i o n : Good Year B u i l t : 1890 

B u i l d i n g s : F r e i g h t s h e d — f r a m e . L o c a t i o n : M i . 52.19 
2. A l t e r n a t i v e S h i p p i n g P o i n t s : On L i n e S t a t i o n 

Thornbury 

Meaford 

44.20 
44.80 
34.70 
50.70 
51.00 
51.20 
51 .80 

C o n d i t i o n : Poor. 
On L i n e M i l e a g e 

43.98 

1898 
1924 
1890 
1924 
1890 

1927-48 

A l t e r n a t e S t n . Ry, Road 
M i l e s From 

52.19 

On L i n e 
C o l l i n g w o o d CN S t n . ,3 
Owen Sound CN 25 

II II CP 25 
F l e s h e r t o n CP 25 
Owen Sound CN 17 

II II CP 17 
C o l l i n g w o o d CN 21 
F l e s h e r t o n CP 25 

— f o r w a r d e d ty P e t e r F. Oehm 
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MISCELLANY—The N i a g a r a F a l l s , Ont. C i t y C o u n c i l , i t s V i s i t o r and C o n v e n t i o n Bureau, and o t h e r l o c a l 
b u s i n e s s l e a d e r s a r e up i n arms a g a i n s t a p l a n o f the N i a g a r a P a r k s Commission t o i n s t i t u t e , i n 
1984, a new bus s e r v i c e from th e Rainbow B r i d g e s o u t h e r l y t h r o u g h Queen V i c t o r i a P a r k t o Chippawa. 
P a r a l l e l i n g t h e N i a g a r a R i v e r , the o p e r a t i o n would miss th e uptown t o u r i s t t r a p s ; t h e opponents 
say t h a t what i s needed i s some k i n d o f l i g h t r a i l system f o l l o w i n g a l o o p r o u t i n g t h r o u g h the c i t y . 
One t h i n g w h i c h can be s a i d f o r t h e bus p l a n (tongue i n cheek) i s t h a t i t would be h i s t o r i c a l l y 
a c c u r a t e , f o l l o w i n g the southernmost p o r t i o n o f t h e r o u t e o f IRC's Park and R i v e r D i v i s i o n . . . V I A 
R a i l o f f i c e s w i l l arrange t r a n s p o r t a t i o n on Amtrak's new auto c a r r i e r s e r v i c e between L o r t o n , 
V i r g i n i a and S a n f o r d , F l o r i d a , w h i c h commences o p e r a t i o n on O c t o b e r 30; the s e r v i c e , a r e i n c a r n a t i o n 
o f the d e f u n c t A u t o - T r a i n , w i l l o p e r a t e t r l - w e e k l y a t the o u t s e t (SB Sun.-Wed.-Fri. and NB Tues.-
T h u r s . - S a t . ) and may become d a i l y on March 1, 1984... C o n r a i l r e c a l l e d 800 employees t o i t s J u n i a t a 
( A l t o o n a ) l o c o m o t i v e shop e f f e c t i v e Aug. 29 as a r e s u l t of a b u s i n e s s upturn...Amtrak i s 
c o n s i d e r i n g t o t a l removal o f the t i c k e t agent a t i t s N i a g a r a F a l l s , N . Y . s t a t i o n ; the s t a f f i n g 
p e r i o d was reduced t o 6:30 AM-2 PM a few months ago, at which time a t r a n s i t t ype s h e l t e r w i t h o u t 
s e a t s , w h i c h has a l r e a d y s u f f e r e d from vandalism,was s e t up at t r a c x s i d e f o r use d u r i n g t h e p o s t -
2:30 PM p e r i o d . 

SHORT HAULS by Bruce Chapman 
— P C L C o n s t r u c t i o n o f Regina has won the c o n t r a c t t o b u i l d t h e f i r s t phase o f CP's c a r r e p a i r and 
d i e s e l shop at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. The new f a c i l i t y i n c l u d e s a t w o - t r a c k d i e s e l shop, a t h r e e -
t r a c k c a r shop, measuring 73 x 69 metres i n a r e a , w i t h the c a p a c i t y to m a i n t a i n 12 y a r d l o c o m o t i v e s 
and p r o v i d e minor r e p a i r s f o r r o a d e n g i n e s , and t o h andle 11,000 c a r s a n n u a l l y . The f i r s t phase i s 
s c h e d u l e d f o r mid-December, 1983 c o m p l e t i o n , w i t h the e n t i r e f a c i l i t y i n o p e r a t i o n by 1985. 
— T h e Town o f Golden, B.C. has a p p l i e d f o r a F e d e r a l g r a n t t o remove CP's t r a c k s from the town, i n 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the new c a r shop t o be b u i l t t h e r e soon. 
— A $1 m i l l i o n r e n e w a l o f b a l l a s t , t i e s and r a i l s i s b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t at M o n t r e a l ' s Hochelaga Yd. 
The y a r d c o n t a i n s 77 t r a c k s . 
— T h e TH&B w i l l spend i n e x c e s s o f $93,000 i n t h e H a m i l t o n a r e a as p a r t o f a $1.4 m i l l i o n program 
to upgrade t r a c k a g e and f a c i l i t i e s on t h e system. The former f i g u r e i n c l u d e s $56,000 f o r the 
second phase o f a two-year program t o r e p a i r the Dundurn S t . b r i d g e i n H a m i l t o n . The o v e r a l l 
program i n c l u d e s the i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 17,000 new t i e s , the replacement o f 10.6 m i l e s o f r o c k 
b a l l a s t , t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 0.55 m i l e s o f new r a i l and one m a i l o f r e l a y r a i l . The r a i l w a y has 
112 m i l e s o f t r a c k i n the N i a g a r a P e n i n s u l a and i n the H a m i l t o n - B r a n t f o r d a r e a . Doug Page 

— C N has d o u b l e d the c a p a c i t y to s e r v e A l a s k a by p l a c i n g i n s e r v i c e a new 56-car c a p a c i t y barge 
between P r i n c e Rupert, B.C. and W h i t t i e r , A l a s k a ( s o u t h e r l y t e r m i n u s o f the A l a s k a R.R.). The 
barge s e r v i c e , o p e r a t e d s i n c e t h e e a r l y 1960's, i s p r o v i d e d by the Knappton Corp. o f P o r t l a n d , 
Oregon under c o n t r a c t t o CN, and h e r e t o f o r e used a s m a l l e r 28-car c a p a c i t y b arge. Doug Page 

— T r a n s p o r t Canada i s a g a i n l o o k i n g a t a 10-year o l d p l a n t o c o n v e r t CN and CP t r a c k s west o f 
Kamloops, B.C. i n t o one o p e r a t i n g e n t i t y , t hus p r o v i d i n g , i n e f f e c t , a double t r a c k l i n e . U n i ­
d i r e c t i o n a l t r a f f i c on double t r a c k o f f e r s a two- t o t h r e e - f o l d i n c r e a s e i n c a p a c i t y o v e r two b i ­
d i r e c t i o n a l s i n g l e t r a c k s . E x p a n s i o n o f e x i s t i n g i n t e r c h a n g e s and i n s t a l l a t i o n o f new ones t o ease 
usage would c o s t $250-300 m i l l i o n . Both CN and CP oppose the c o n s o l i d a t i o n p l a n . 

THE RAILROAD MAN'S PRAYER—At a memorial s e r v i c e h e l d i n E n g l e h a r t , O n t a r i o f o r a deceased 
r a i l r o a d man, the f o l l o w i n g p r a y e r which was found i n h i s pocket was r e a d a t the s e r v i c e by 
h i s P a s t o r : 
"0 L o r d , we meet as a body o r r a i l r o a d men, w i t h our w i v e s and d a u g h t e r s to c o n s u l t f o r our 
i n t e r e s t . We a r e reminded t h a t l i f e i s a t r a i n , and t h e road to heaven i s a r a i l r o a d . God's 
t r u t h the r a i l , God's l o v e the f i r e , and H i s promises th e s i g n a l l i g h t s . Oh, we r e c o g n i z e thee 
as t h e G e n e r a l Manager o f our Road, the S u p e r i n t i n d e n t o f o u r t r a i n and C h i e f D espatcher. 
Thou d i d s t survey the r i g h t - o f - w a y and t h y son d i d s t purchase i t w i t h H i s b l o o d . Thou d i d s t 
l a y the t r a c k and b a l l a s t t h e road; thou h a s t f u r n i s h e d the r o l l i n g s t o c k . Thou a r t the owner 
and c o n t r o l l e r o f a l l . We l o o k to thee f o r a l l our o r d e r s and thou must s i g n t h e checks f o r 
our d a i l y b r e a d . Be m e r c i f u l i n h a n d l i n g our human m i s t a k e s and b l u n d e r s and do not d i s c h a r g e 
t h y unworthy s e r v a n t s . 
"We a r e g r a t e f u l f o r t h e B i b l e , t h y book o f r u l e s and i n s t r u c t i o n s ; be m e r c i f u l i n our 
e x a m i n a t i o n and l o o k w i t h c h a r i t y upon o u r f a i l u r e s . Thy promises and w a r n i n g s a r e our head­
l i g h t s and hand l a n t e r n s ; h e l p us use them so as to save our t r a i n from wreck. D e l i v e r us 
from broken r a i l s , b l i n d s w i t c h e s , f a l s e s i g n a l s and m i s t a k e n o r d e r s . Be w i t h us on every 
h i g h b r i d g e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , on every sharp c u r v e o f emergency, and i n every dark t u n n e l of 
t r o u b l e . Let t h e l i g h t o f t h y promises s h i n e out b r i g h t . Grant us passes f o r our w i v e s and 
c h i l d r e n , and l e t them be w i t h us. When the storms o f t e m p t a t i o n and t r i a l come, save us from 
the f a t a l s l i d e s and washouts t h a t have wrecked so many t r a i n s , on the road o f L i f e . L e t our 
way, kept secupe by thy G u a r d i a n c a r e , always show the s t e e l r a i l and r o c k b a l l a s t , and be 
s o l i d and f i r m and f r e e from d e s t r u c t i o n . D e l i v e r us from s n a r e s o f o u r enemy. May t h e head­
l i g h t o f the t r u t h s h i n e b r i g h t on a thrown s w i t c h , f a l s e s i g n a l o r f a t a l o b s t r u c t i o n p l a c e d , 
f o r the wreckage o f our t r a i n . May t h e emergency brake o f a s t r o n g w i l l save us. 
"As we make ou r l a s t r u n, headed homeward, i f i t be thy w i l l , o r d e r our t r a i n i n on t i m e . L e t 
the l i g h t o f thy promises burn b r i g h t t o l i g h t t h e l a s t dark t u n n e l o f d e a t h . As we run through 
the Grand C e n t r a l S t a t i o n o f the s k i e s , may we have the a p p r o v i n g s m i l e o f the G e n e r a l Manager 
and S u p e r i n t i n d e n t ; s i g n w i t h j o y t h e p a y r o l l , r e c e i v e our wages and ha-ve an e t e r n a l l a y o f f 
W i th God and a n g e l s and l o v e d ones at home. And we p r a i s e thee f o r e v e r . Amen. 
—J.W.F. ( R e t i r e d CPR e n g i n e e r ) , from Raymond L. Kennedy 
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UCRSond Other 
events ond octivities 

by Ed C a m p b e l l 

— T h i s i s the l a s t c a l l f o r members wishing to purchase t i c k e t s f o r the f a l l 
c olour excursion on GO T r a n s i t b i - l e v e l to Gravenhurst and H u n t s v i l l e on 
Saturday, Oct. A l l soace on the steamer SEGWUN has been s o l d out. T i c k e t s 
are a v a i l a b l e from D a v i s v i l l e T r a v e l Centre, 1927 Yonge St., Toronto M4s 1Z3 
or UCRS, P.O. Box 505, Holland Landing, Ont. LOG IHO. Toronto telephone 
number (416) 762-8920, between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. Fare $40 adult, c h i l d $30. 
Side t r i p to H u n t s v i l l e $8.95 f o r a l l . 
— A l s o do not forget the s t r e e t car t r i p Sunday, Oct. 2 i n Toronto: cars 
depart from Bay and Wellington Sts. at 10 a.m.; t r i p ends at 4 p.m. T i c k e t s 
$14 f o r a l l , from UCRS, Box 505, Holland Landing, Ont. LOG IHO. 
— T h e Society i s very pleased to have been asked to mount a railway d i s p l a y 
f o r the Barber Shoppers' Conference being h e l d i n the C o n s t e l l a t i o n Hotel, 
900 Dixon Road, Mississauga (Maiton), Ont., Oct. 14 through 16. I t i s being 
hosted by the Mississauga Harmony Express; the theme i s r a i l r o a d s . 
—We are pleased to hear that John Robertson was helping at the M i l t o n 
Steam Show where the UCRS had a sa l e s booth over the Labour Day weekend. 
—Many thanks are extended to a l l of the members who helped at the CNE to 
conduct the p u b l i c through the cab of CNR 6213 and to help at the s a l e s 
booth there. Thanks are also extended to those who set up and helped at the 
UCRS booth at the Milton Steam Show. 
Friday, Sept. 16—The regular Toronto UCRS meeting w i l l be held at the 
Board of Education Auditorium, 155 College St. , s t a r t i n g at 8 p.m. sharp 
with the usual 7 p.m. pre-meeting get-together. A panel of Transport 2000 
members w i l l provide a d i s c u s s i o n , i l l u s t r a t e d , of the group's e f f o r t s to 
improve p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s i n Canada. Be sure to attend t h i s 
meeting, which promises to be very i n t e r e s t i n g and informative. 
Saturday, Sept. 2 4 — S a l e of the r a i l r o a d i a n a c o l l e c t i o n of UCRS member 
Charles E. Owen at 2415 St. C l a i r Ave. West (at Runnymede Rd.) between 
1 p.m. and 6p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 23—The UCRS Hamilton Chapter w i l l hold i t s monthly meeting 
at the CNR Hamilton S t a t i o n on James St. North, f e a t u r i n g members' 35mm 
s l i d e s . This i s a chance f o r you to meeting Hamilton members and show them 
your s l i d e s . You can r i d e d i r e c t l y to the CNR Hamilton S t a t i o n by GO t r a i n s 
l e a v i n g Union S t a t i o n at 17:19 and 18:03 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Friday, Oct. 21—The regular Toronto UCRS meeting, at the Board of Education 
Auditorium, 155 College St., 8 p.m. sharp. The entertainment w i l l be 
announced i n the October Newsletter. 

— T h e Massachusetts Bay R a i l r o a d Enthusiasts Inc. w i l l operate a Farewell to 
Lceamtown (Vermont F a l l F o l i a g e ) excursion from Boston to Bellows F a l l s , Vt. 
and return on Saturday, Oct. 1. Steamtown w i l l be moving s h o r t l y afterwards 
to Scranton, Pa. Adult fares are $44, c h i l d r e n $27. Adult fare f o r Bellows 
F a l l s - W h i t e River J e t . s i d e t r i p i s $5 e x t r a , $4 e x t r a f o r c h i l d r e n . 
Steamtown t r a i n r i d e and museum options $7 adults and $5 c h i l d r e n . Make 
payment by cheque or money order to Mass. Bay RRE Inc., P.O. Box 208, 
East Walpole, Mass. 02032. 
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VILLAGE WANTS STATION TORN DOWN:—According t o the London Free P r e s s , the V i l l a g e o f Wyoming, 
O n t a r i o , l o c a t e d on CN's S t r a t h r o y Sub., has asked the r a i l w a y to remove a 100 year o l d abandoned 
s t a t i o n and r e p l a c e i t w i t h "a heated s t r u c t u r e w i t h washrooms". V i l l a g e C o u n c i l c l a i m s t h a t i t 
would be too c o s t l y f o r i t to r e n o v a t e and m a i n t a i n the o l d s t a t i o n and f r e i g h t depot. Although 
the s t r u c t u r e has not been used f o r o v e r 20 y e a r s , VIA T r a i n s 85 and 682 s t i l l s t o p a t the s i t e . 
In A p r i l , the Wyoming C o u n c i l t u r n e d down an o f f e r from CN to s e l l the s t a t i o n t o the V i l l a g e f o r 
$2. I t i s s a f e to assume t h a t CN w i l l t u r n o v e r the r e q u e s t f o r the heated s h e l t e r to VIA R a i l 
w i t h o u t too much d e l a y . L i n d s a y 

NEW CARS FOR CALTRANS—SAN FRANCISCO—In what i s a d v e r t i s e d as a major s t e p to improve P e n i n s u l a 
commuter r a i l s e r v i c e , the C a l i f o r n i a Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s i g n e d a $37.1 m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t 
w i t h a Japanese f i r m on May 16 f o r 42 new double deck, s t a i n l e s s s t e e l commuter coaches. The 
equipment, a c c o r d i n g t o a C a l t r a n s p r e s s r e l e a s e photo, w i l l be almost i d e n t i c a l to the c a r s t h a t 
Chicago's RTA p u r c h a s e d a c o u p l e o f y e a r s ago. The c o n t r a c t went to the Sumitomo C o r p o r a t i o n of 
America which w i l l assemble the c a r s i n the U.S. from p a r t s manufactured i n Japan and i n the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . The c a r s are t o e n t e r s e r v i c e i n e a r l y 1985. The s p e c i f i c a t i o n s c a l l f o r 14 o f the 
coaches to have c o n t r o l cabs and s e a t i n g f o r 139 p a s s e n g e r s . The b a l a n c e w i l l s e a t 148 r i d e r s . 
D e l i v e r y of these c a r s w i l l e n a v l e C a l t r a n s to r e t i r e a number o f Harriman coaches which date 
from the 1920's. The newest coaches i n s e r v i c e were purchased by the Southern P a c i f i c c i r c a 1962. 
Next y e a r , C a l t r a n s p l a n s to purchase 18 new d i e s e l l o c o m o t i v e s f o r the P e n i n s u l a runs at a c o s t 
o f $25 m i l l i o n . I t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g to see i f the agency w i l l s t a r t c o n v e r t i n g the o l d e r c a r s 
t o Head End Power t o c o i n c i d e w i t h d e l i v e r y o f the new u n i t s . P r e s e n t l y , most runs are handled 
by b o i l e r e q u i p p e d Southern P a c i f i c Geeps. j 

— M i K e L i n d s a y 
A LETTER FROM A FRIEND by Sandy Worthen 
Another " f i r s t " i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e F r e nch N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s ' " T r a i n a Grande V i t e s s e " — T G V — 
was r e p o r t e d i n La T r i b u n e o f Geneva, S w i t z e r l a n d , on J u l y 18, 1983 and f u r t h e r e x p l a i n e d i n a 
l e t t e r from a passenger t o the a u t h o r : "Our r e t u r n from L i l l e was upset somewhat by a f i r e i n 
th e r e a r motor c a r o f t h e TGV i n t h e s t a t i o n at C u l o z , at the moment when the second t r a i n s e t 
was b e i n g uncoupled t o p r o c e e d on i t s r o u t e to Chambery. I was w a t c h i n g the procedure and I saw 
g r e y i s h smoke r i s i n g from v e n t i l a t o r s o f t h e power c a r . No one seemed to be d o i n g a n y t h i n g about 
i t . A l l the same, an employee t o l d me t h a t " i t was g o i n g to s t o p a u t o m a t i c a l l y " ('.). A few 
moments l a t e r , the f i r e i n the motor c a r became g e n e r a l , t h e passengers were e v a c u a t e d from t h e 
t r a i n s e t , and t h e f i r e m e n from C u l o z , B e l l e y and even from B e l l e g a r d e a r r i v e d . The r e l i e f t r a i n 
came to r e s c u e us two hours l a t e r . B e l i e v e i t o r n o t , I had no camera w i t h me and so was unable 
to shoot t h e scene. As f a r as I have been t o l d on the s p o t , t h e f i r e s t a r t e d i n the a i r -
c o n d i t i o n i n g apparatus and not i n t h e t r a c t i o n motors, as was r e p o r t e d by t h e media." 
The f o l l o w i n g i s a t r a n s l a t i o n o f the i t e m which appeared i n "La T r i b u n e " o f Geneva: 
N e i g h b o u r i n g France " I n the s t a t i o n a t C u l o z , the power c a r o f the TGV c a t c h e s f i r e . There 
was a g r e a t f l u r r y Saturday i n the s t a t i o n at C u l o z . At 1529 h r . , when the TGV P a r i s - G e n e v a 
came i n t o the s t a t i o n , t h e c o n d u c t o r noted t h a t one o f the motors was on f i r e . I t was n e c e s s a r y 
to e v a c u a t e the passengers h a s t i l y . The f i r e m e n a r r i v e d at once from a l l o v e r the a r e a , but 
t h e i r i n t e r v e n t i o n was d e l a y e d f o r a q u a r t e r o f an hour because the c a t e n a r y w i r e s i n the 
s t a t i o n were a l i v e . F i n a l l y , t h e f i r e was a b l e to be c o n t r o l l e d and the damaged t r a i n s e t was 
taken out o f the s t a t i o n . R a i l w a y o p e r a t i o n was i n t e r r u p t e d f o r more than two hours." 
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