
Car 2676 poses on V/ychwood Avenue a f t e r being d e l i v e r e d from the b u i l d e r s i n 1922. 

The f u l l s c a l e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program o f t h e T o r 
o n t o T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission o f t h e 1921-1923 p e r i o d , 
" h e r e i n t h e T o r o n t o K a i l w a y Company s y s t e m was v i r t u a l l y r e 
c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m t h e g r o u n d up, was f e a t u r e d by t h e p u r c h a s e 
o f many o f t h e t h e n p o p u l a r P e t e r W i t t c a r s and a c o n s i d e r 
a b l e number o f m a t c h i n g t r a i l e r s . The f i r s t g r o u p o r d e r e d , 
2300-2498, was b u i l t by t h e C a n a d i a n Car & Foundry Company, 
e l e c t r i c a l and c o n t r o l equipment b e i n g s u p p l i e d by W e s t i n g -
h o u s e ; t h e s e c o n d g r o u p , 2500-2678, from t h e same b u i l d e r , 
had E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c t D i c k K e r r ) equipment. The G e n e r a l E l 
e c t r i c Company, t o t h i s p o i n t n o t h a v i n g b e n e f i t t e d f r o m t h e 
T.T.C. p r o g r a m , s o l i c i t e d s u c c e s s f u l l y f r o m t h e Commission 
an o r d e r f o r e q u i p m e n t s f o r 50 c a r s . 

i n v i e w o f G e n e r a l E l e c t r i c ' s w o r k i n g agreement 
w i t h t h e U . G . B r i l l Company o f P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . , t h e o r d e r 
f o r t h e c a r b o d i e s went t o t h e C a n a d i a n B r i l l Company O c c u 
p y i n g t h e p l a n t o f t h e P r e s t o n C a r oc Coach Company i n I ' r c s t -
o n , O n t a r i o ) , a n d a g r o u p o f 50 P e t e r W i t t s o f t h e B r i l l Co
mpany's ( K u h l m a n - b u i l t i n t h e U.S.) "Car R i d e r s ' " d e s i g n was 
p r o d u c e d . These c a r s were t h e o n l y ones o f t h e i r t y p e e v e r 
t o be b u i l t o r o p e r a t e d i n Canada. A m e r i c a n examples were t o 
be f o u n d i n B u f f a l o , S y r a c u s e , u t i c a , A k r o n a n d T o l e d o . 

The T o r o n t o c a r s , numbered 2580-2678, were c o n s t r 
u c t e d i n l a t e 1921 and e a r l y 1922, and e n t e r e d s e r v i c e betw
een J a n u a r y 30 and Uay 1 1, 1922. F o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e f i r s t 
y e a r o f t h e i r s e r v i c e i n 'Toronto t h e B r i l l s were a s s i g n e d t o 
s e v e r a l r o u t e s o p e r a t i n g f r o m S t . C l a i r D i v i s i o n , most n o t a b 
l y t h e AVENUE ROAD ( l a t e r BAY) r o u t e between C a l e d o n i a Road 
a n d t h e S t a t i o n L o o p , t o w h i c h r o u t e t h e y i n t r o d u c e d W i t t 
o p e r a t i o n on Uay 1, 1922. T h i s r o u t e u s e d Yonge S t r e e t s o u t h 
o f B l o o r (Bay was y e t t o be opened between C o l l e g e and B l o o r 
S t r e e t s ) , a n d t h e B r i l l s t h u s were s e e n r e g u l a r l y on Yonge 
S t r e e t f o r a p e r i o d o f s e v e r a l months. 

B e g i n n i n g i n J a n u a r y , 1923, s m a l l W i t t s o f s e r i e s 
2700-2798 were p l a c e d i n AVENUE ROAD s e r v i c e , and t h e B r i l l s 
were moved away f r o m S t . C l a i r D i v i s i o n . On J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1923, 

t h e y i n t r o d u c e d W i t t s e r v i c e t o t h e DUNDAS r o u t e , and t h e y 
became t h e r e a f t e r s t a n d a r d e quipment on t h i s r o u t e , h a u l i n g 
2-door t r a i l e r s o f s e r i e s 2301-2419. About 33 c a r s were a s s 
i g n e d t o Dundas D i v i s i o n f o r use on t h e DUNDAS r o u t e , and a 
few f r o m t h i s d i v i s i o n were u s e d on CARLTON, o c c a s i o n a l l y 
p u l l i n g t r a i l e r s . The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e B r i l l s ( a b o u t 17) 
were a s s i g n e d t o t h e e a s t end D a n f o r t h D i v i s i o n , and from 
h e r e t h e y were u s e d p r i m a r i l y on KING, a nd o c c a s i o n a l l y on 
CARLTON. O n l y on t h e DUNDAS l i n e , however, d i d t h e y f o r m t h e 
s t a n d a r d e q u i p m e n t . 

F o r t h e n e x t e i g h t y e a r s t h i s a s s i g n m e n t o f t h e 
B r i l l g r o u p r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t , u n t i l t h e c l o s i n g o f Dundas 
as an o p e r a t i n g d i v i s i o n i n O c t o b e r , 1931. The motor c a r s 
f r o m t h i s d i v i s i o n were t r a n s f e r r e d t o R o n c e s v a l l e s Carhouse 
and Dundas became a t r a i l e r s t o r a g e y a r d where DUNDAS r o u t e 
c a r s p i c k e d up t h e i r t r a i l e r s . The B r i l l s d i d n o t a p p e a r on 
CARLTON a f t e r t h i s change. 

i n 1933, t h e s m a l l W i t t s (2700-2898) were t h e sub
j e c t o f a c o n v e r s i o n program t o one man (pay e n t e r ) o p e r a 
t i o n as a d e p r e s s i o n - f o r c e d econoigy measure. The BAY r o u t e 
had grown c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t r a f f i c d u r i n g the 1920's, and t h e 
Commission f e l t t h a t two man o p e r a t i o n was s t i l l r e q u i r e d on 
t h e l i n e . A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e B r i l l s were a l l moved t o S t . C l a i r 
D i v i s i o n t o become BAY r o u t e r e g u l a r s , a p o s i t i o n t h e y en
j o y e d r i g h t up u n t i l t h e end o f t h i s l i n e w i t h t h e o p e n i n g 
o f t h e Yonge Subway. 2 4 0 0 - s e r i e s c a r s ( f r o m KING) r e p l a c e d 
t h e B r i l l s on DUNDAS a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 1933 s h i f t . 

I n common w i t h t h e o t h e r g r o u p s o f W i t t s , t h e 
B r i l l s underwent t h e v a r i o u s changes o f t h e 1930's i n c l u d i n g 
r e m o v a l o f window s c r e e n s and p a r t i t i o n i n g i n the f r o n t v e s 
t i b u l e , t t i e a d d i t i o n o f l e a t h e r - c o v e r e d D u n l o p i l l o s e a t i n g , 
l i n o l e u m f l o o r i n g , e x t r a s a f e t y l i g h t i n g on the f r o n t end 
and t h e m o d e r n i z e d p a i n t scheme o f 1939. ( C a r 2676 was the 
l a s t W i t t on t h e s y s t e m t o c a r r y t h e o l d h a i r - s t r i p e p a i n t 
scheme l a t e i n 1 9 4 1 ) . 



The c a r s o f t h i s g r o u p were n e v e r u s e d f o r t r a i l e r 
p u l l i n g a f t e r b e i n g moved away from Dundas and D a n f o r t h D i v 
i s i o n s , e s s e n t i a l l y because o f t h e i r use on the BAY r o u t e 
w i t h i t s s t e e p Avenue Road h i l l , on w h i c h r e g u l a r t r a i l e r 
o p e r a t i o n was n e v e r thought p r a c t i c a l , a l t h o u g h YONGE t r a i n s 
d i d use t h e h i l l d u r i n g emergency d i v e r s i o n s . (About 1934 
e x p e r i m e n t s were c a r r i e d on u s i n g c a r 2666 i n YONGE t r a i n 
s e r v i c e , c a r r y i n g an economy meter f o r p u r p o s e s o f c o m p a r i 
son o f power c o n s u m p t i o n ) . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e T o m l i n s o n coup
l e r s on the c a r s were r e t a i n e d and m a i n t a i n e d f o r many y e a r s 
u n t i l s e v e r a l were removed i n 1947 owing t o e x c e s s i v e c o s t s 
o f m a i n t e n a n c e . About t h r e e t o f o u r y e a r s l a t e r , c o u p l e r s 
were removed from the r e m a i n d e r o f the g r o u p . D u r i n g t h e s e 
l a s t y e a r s a f u r t h e r change i n the appearance o f t h e c a r s 
was made ( t h i s p e c u l i a r t o the B r i l l s ) by way o f an e x t e n 
s i o n r e a r w a r d s o f the t r o l l e y b o a r d s out o v e r t h e c u r v e o f 
t h e r o o f , g i v i n g s omething o f a " d i v i n g b o a r d " e f f e c t . 

E l e c t r i c f r o n t w i n d s h i e l d d e f r o s t e r s were t r i e d on 
s e v e r a l o f t h e h i g h e s t numbered c a r s o f the group (2660 and 
up) i n t h e l a t e 1930's, as w e l l as on o t h e r t y p e s o f c a r s , 
b u t t h e s e were n o t f u l l y s u c c e s s f u l and were n o t a d o p t e d . A 
door p o s t , on w h i c h the c e n t r e doors c l o s e d , was b u i l t i n t o 
t h e c a r s , b u t t h i s was removed about 1940. T h i s f e a t u r e was 
a l s o p e c u l i a r t o t h e B r i l l s , and was n o t f o u n d on t h e o t h e r 

E l e c t r i c a l l y , the B r i l l s w i t h t h e i r GE 241B motors 
were c o n s i d e r e d e x c e l l e n t , and gave v e r y l i t t l e t r o u b l e ; i t 
i s r e p o r t e d t h a t some motors had never been o u t o f t h e 
t r u c k s f o r r e p a i r s . The t r u c k s and motors fro m B r i l l c a r s 
were used on the f i v e double t r u c k s e r v i c e c a r s c o n s t r u c t e d 
f o r use i n t h e Yonge Subway, i n p r e f e r e n c e t o t h e v a r i o u s 
o t h e r t y p e s o f t r u c k s a v a i l a b l e a t t h e t i m e . The c a r b o d i e s , 
i n c o m p a r i s o n t o t h o s e o f the C C i T - b u i l t c a r s , were d e f i n i t 
e l y r e g a r d e d as i n f e r i o r . T h i s i s e x e m p l i f i e d by the f a c t 
t h a t , d u r i n g 1951-52 when a program o f c o n v e r s i o n o f a l l ex
i s t i n g 2400, 2500 and 2900 s e r i e s two man c a r s t o pay e n t e r 
o p e r a t i o n f o r post-subway use was b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d , a t no 
t i m e was t h e B r i l l group i n c l u d e d i n s u c h p l a n s . E s s e n t i a l l y 
t h e b o d i e s were l e s s rugged i n c o n s t r u c t i o n , and r e q u i r e d a 
g r e a t e r amount o f maintenance as c o n t r a s t e d w i t h the W i t t s 
f r o m t h e o t h e r b u i l d e r s . Body equipment, suc h as d o o r s , 
window s a s h , and hardware a l l v a r i e d i n s i z e and t y p e f r o m 

t h e o t h e r W i t t s , and t h i s had much t o do w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t 
d u r i n g t h e i r h i s t o r y t h e B r i l l s always wars c o n c e n t r a t e d a t 
one o r two d i v i s i o n s i n o r d e r t o m i n i m i z e maintenance expen
ses . 

Noteworthy a c c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g B r i l l c a r s damaged 
2600 i n 1931, 2658 i n 1945 and 2610 i n 1949; i n t h e case o f 
t h e l a t t e r two c a r s , each was out o f s e r v i c e f o r a y e a r f o l 
l o w i n g i t s c o l l i s i o n , and o n l y t h e p r e s s i n g need f o r a l l av
a i l a b l e r o l l i n g s t o c k caused i t s e v e n t u a l r e p a i r . 

The group r e m a i n e d i n t a c t x m t i l e a r l y 1953, when 
t h e a r r i v a l o f e x - C l e v e l a n d rCC's made c e r t a i n r o l l i n g s t o c k 
s u r p l u s . Car 2664 was the f i r s t o f t h e group t o be s e n t t o 
George S t r e e t , on F e b r u a r y 2 4 t h , and by y e a r ' s end 32 c a r s 
had been d i s p o s e d o f , most o f them d u r i n g May and June o f 
t h a t y e a r . The o t h e r 18 c a r s were g i v e n a r e p r i e v e u n t i l the 
end o f o p e r a t i o n o f t h e BAY r o u t e , a l t h o u g h n o t a l l o f them 
were used o v e r t h o s e l a s t few months. The h a n d f u l o f a c t i v e 
c a r s r a n t h e i r l a s t on March 30 , 1954 ( S - d a y ) , a l t h o u g h 2668 
came out t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y 
f a r e w e l l e x c u r s i o n o f A p r i l 4, 1954. 

P e c u l i a r l y enough, 16 out o f t h e 18 r e m a i n i n g B r i 
l l s were n o t s c r a p p e d u n t i l a l l o f the o t h e r two man W i t t s 
and t r a i l e r s b e i n g d i s p o s e d o f i n the post-subway s c r a p d r i 
ve had l e f t the p r o p e r t y . T h i s anomalous s i t u a t i o n was e x p l 
a i n e d by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e R o c h e s t e r T r a n s i t C o r p o r a t i o n had 
e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t i n a c q u i r i n g some o f the B r i l l s f o r t h e i r 
s i n c e - a b a n d o n e d "subway". N e g o t i a t i o n s t o t h i s end were n o t 
f r u i t f u l however, and t h e l a s t 16 c a r s went t o George S t r e e t 
i n J u n e , 1954. A l t h o u g h most o f t h e SO c a r s were burn e d and 
c u t up f o r s c r a p , i t i s known t h a t t h e b o d i e s o f s e v e r a l 
were s o l d , t h e one b e l i e v e d t o have r e m a i n e d c l o s e s t t o t h e 
l o c a l scene b e i n g t h e body o f 2552 on Hyde Ave., i n Y o r k 
Township. 
D i s p o s a l d a t a i s as f o l l o w s : -

S c r a p p e d 1953 - 2580 2584 2588 2592 2600 2602 2604 2606 2608 
2610 2612 2616 2618 2624 2630 2632 2634 2636 
2642 2644 2648 2650 2652 2654 2656 2658 2660 
2664 2672 2674 2676 2678 

S c r a p p e d 1954 - Remainder o f g r o u p 

S p e c i f i c a t i o n s 

Close-up of No. 2660 showing unsuccessful experi
mental e l e c t r i c defroster on windshield. January 
31, 1936. 

C l a s s - M 
B u i l d e r a Date - C a n a d i a n B r i l l Company, P r e s t o n , O n t a r i o , 

1922 
Type - DT SE AR two man P.A.Y.P., f r o n t e n t r a n c e , 

c e n t r e e x i t 
C o n s t r u c t i o n - S t e e l 
L e n g t h O v e r a l l - 52' 3 1/4" 
W i d t h O v e r a l l - S' 4" 
H e i g h t O v e r a l l - 11' 4" 
Net Weight - 50,000 l b s . 
S e a t . C a p a c i t y - 60 ( r e d u c e d t o 56 about 1942) 
Type o f S e a t s - Wood s l a t . Changed t o l e a t h e r - c o v e r e d foam 

r u b b e r i n 1938. 
C o n t r o l l e r - GE K-35)CA 
M o t o r s - 4 GE 241B, 50 h.p. 
Gear R a t i o - 14:63 
A i r B r a k e s - West SME, M-20A v a l v e 
Compressor - West DH - le 
T r u c k s - B r i l l 77E1 
Wheelbase - 5' 10" 
T r u c k C e n t r e s - 26'^ 5 1/4" 
H e a t i n g - P e t e r S m i t h c o a l s t o v e . Changed t o e l e c t r i c 

b l a s t h e a t e r s i n 1947. 
F e nder - HB L i f e g u a r d 
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i n t e r i o r of number 2590 showing o r i g i n a l arrange
ment. March 2, 1923. 

Cars 2614 and 2630 pass at Dundas Street and 
Ossington Avenue i n service on the Dundas route. 
The dip i n the eastbound track was caused by-
sewer excavation, tiarch 5, 1931. 

This i s how the b r i l l s looked towards the l a s t . 
Number 2666 was photographed on the Long Branch 
route during a u a t S f a n t r i p on May 18, 1952. 

The end of the l i n e . Car 2664, the f i r s t of the 
group to go, i s shown at Oeorge Street Yard j u s t 
p r i o r to being scrapped. February 25, 1953. 



T. T. C. 2580 - 2678 
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