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Operation and equipment, by David Onodera 
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WHITBY. PORT PERRY AND LINDSAY RY 
Recollections and notes, by George R. Corrln 
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GEOGRAPHY IN THE MAKING 
The origins of Canadian Northern station 

names, edited by Art Clowes 

INSERT 
THE STREET RAILWAYS OF MONCTON, 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
A detailed history of the organisation, construc­

tion, operation, and equipment of the two 
street railway systems, by Art Clowes 
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THE FERROPHILIAC COLUMN 

New books, the Champlain and St. Lawrence, 
and station notes from across the country 

12 
TRANSCONTINENTAL 

THE RAPIDO CP plans to abandon CAR 
THE PANORAMA . Silver and Blue to the west 
MOTIVE POWER . . CN's new 2400s arriving 
IN TRANSIT . . New subway cars for Toronto 

ON THE CALENDAR 
Friday, January 15 - UCRS Toronto meet­
ing, 7:30 p.m., at the Toronto Board of 
Education auditorium, 6th floo^ 155 Col­
lege Street at McCaul. The 1991 financial 
statements will be reviewed briefly. The 
main presentation is yet to be determined. 
Friday, January 22 - UCRS Hamilton 
meeting, 8:00 p.m., at the Hamilton Spec­
tator auditorium, 44 Frid Street, just off 
Main Street at Highway 403. The pro­
gramme will be recent news and members' 
current and historical slides. 
Sunday, January 31 - TH&B Model Rail­
way Engineers' flea market, Ancaster. 
Sunday, February 7 - NMRA Western 
Ontario Division show, Brantford. 
Saturday, February 13 - Barrie Model 
Railroaders' flea market. 
Saturday, March 27 - Forest City Railway 
Society slide day, London. 

COVER PHOTO 
A northbound commuter train heading for 
Deux-Montagnes pauses at the station at 
Laval-sur-le-Lac, Quebec. The train is pow­
ered by two of CN's three General Electric 
centre-cab electric locomotives. The equip­
ment will be replaced and the station will 
be closed when upgrading is complete in 
1995. -Photo by Ted W/ckson, 

September I. 1978 
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TiecuKdetteft 
FRANK McNAIRN 

W. E (Frank) McNaim passed away suddenly 
on November 21, in his 58th year. Frank was 
an avid railway fan, and Member No. 325 in 
the UCRS. He was a member of the excursion 
committee when the UCRS was operating 
steam-powered excursions in the 1960s, a 
director of the Society, and chairman of the 
Hamilton Chapter from 1962 until 1970. He 
was an active member of Ontario Rail when 
the organisation was first established, and a 
member of a number of model railway clubs 
in the Hamilton and Biulington areas. Frank 
also took an active part in the restoration 
work which was done on Toronto, Hamilton 
and Buffalo steam engine No. 103 when the 
locomotive was displayed in Gage Park in 
Hamilton and maintained by the members of 
the UCRS Hamilton Chapter. 

The family has requested that, in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation or to a trust fund estab­
lished in Frank's memory for the Niagara 
Frontier Region of the National Model Rail­
road Association, c/o Tom Tarpy, Treasure^ 
39 Church Street, Lancaster New York, 
U.S.A. 14086. 

RALPH PERCY 
Ralph Percy, a UCRS member for many years 
who was involved in the operation of excur­
sions and was instrumental in arranging for 
our booth at the Toronto Sportsmens' Show, 
died on December 13. 

N E W B O O K AVAILABLE 
The Pittsburg, Shawmut and Northern 
Railroad Historical Society has recently 
published a new book. Stories of the Pittsburg 

Shawmut and Northern. Prices: $42.50 (U.S.) 
hard covei; $22.50 (U.S.) soft cover, postage 
paid. PS&N Historical Society, c/o Harvey 
Lacy, RD 1, Box 193, Canaseraga, New York, 
U.S.A. 14822. -William L Reddy 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
A reminder that membership dues are now 
being received for 1993. Please use the 
renewal form that was enclosed in the Octo­
ber Rail and Transit. Thanks to those who 
have already paid. 
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MORE THAN NEW CARS COMING FOR STCUM RAIL RIDERS 

DEUX-MONTAGNES LINE UPGRADING 
BY DAVID ONODERA 

R ide r s o n the co inmute r l i n e b e t w e e n D e ux -Mon tagn es a n d 
M o n t r e a l w i l l s o o n be ab l e to ride o n state-of-the-art cars t o b e 
cons t ruc ted b y B o m b a r d i e r Inc. F i f ty -e ight o f the n e w cars are to 
b e de l i v e red b e t w e e n Sep tember 1 9 9 4 a n d September 1995 , h u t 
there is m u c h m o r e to the story. 

A BRIEF L O O K B A C K 
To fuUy apprec ia te the s ign i f i cance o f the u p c o m i n g changes, one 
m u s t l o o k b a c k a t the h i s t o r y o f th is ope ra t i on — cer ta in ly one o f 
the mos t u n i q u e c o m m u t e r services i n Nor th . A m e r i c a . 

T h e M o n t - R o y a l t u n n e l , ap p r ox ima t e l y 5.5 k i l ometres l ong , 
w a s e lectr i f ied b y the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n , one o f the predecessor 
r a i lways o f C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l . T h e t u n n e l w a s des igned to a l l o w 
d i rec t passage f r o m c en t r a l M o n t r e a l to the area n o r t h o f the d t y 
a v o i d i a g a l e n g t h y de tour a r o u n d M o n t - R o y a l . 

T h e t ra ins are st f l l o w n e d a n d opera ted b y C N , b u t the 
ope ra t i on is f u l l y subs id i s ed b y the S o d e t e de t ranspor t de l a 
C o m m u n a u t e u rba ine de M o n t r e a l ( S T C U M ) , the t rans i t 
c o rpo ra t i on f o r the m e t r o p o h t a n a rea o n the i s l a n d o f M o n t r e a l . 
S T C U M a lso suppor t s the d iese l -powered c ommute r t ra ins o n the 
C P l i n e r u n n i n g w e s t f r o m W i n d s o r S ta t i on , b u t a lso owns the 
cars, locomot ives , a n d s tat ions o f tha t service. 

T h e Deux -Mon tag ne s l i n e extends f r o m C e n t r a l S t a t i on i n 
d o w n t o w n M o n t r e a l , n o r t h a n d wes t t h r o u g h the t u n n e l to Po r t a l 
He igh ts , t h e n t h r o u g h Va l -Roya l , R o x b o r o , I le-Bigras, a n d Lava l -
sur- le-Lac t o D e u x - M o n t a g n e s . 

S i x box -cab e lectr ic l ocomot i ves — the o ldest non-preserved, 
n o n - m u s e u m un i t s s t f l l i n r egu la r d a i l y service i n N o r t h A m e r i c a 
t oday — w e r e bu i l t . f o r the d e c t r i c Kne b e tween J u n e 1 9 1 4 a n d 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 1 6 b y Gene ra l E l e c t r i c . C N p ur c hased n ine 
a d d i t i o n a l l ocomot ives , buf l t b y E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c b e t w e e n 1 9 2 4 
a n d 1926 , f r o m the N a t i o n a l H a r b o u r s B o a r d i n the ear ly 1940s , 
a n d three centre-cab d e c t r i c un i t s f o l l o w e d f r o m G E i n 1 9 5 0 . 

A d d i t i o n a l n t sh -hou r service a n d a l l service a t o ther t imes o f 
the day a n d o n weekends is opera ted b y a f leet o f 17 mu l t i p l e -
u n i t cars. The s i x m o t o r cars a n d 11 tra i lers w e r e b u i l t b y 
C a n a d i a n Ca r a n d F o u n d r y (Can-Car ) i n 1 9 5 2 . 

THREATS T O C L O S E D O W N T H E LINE 
The task o f m a i n t a i n i n g a n a g i n g f leet o f locomot ives a n d 
coaches is n o t easy b u t C N does a mos t admi rab l e j o b . 
Neve r thdess , r epea ted p r ob l ems w i t h b r e a k d o w n s a n d s t ruc tura l 
p r ob l ems as the equ ipmen t a g ed l e d to threats to e n d service o n 
the l i n e b y the e n d o f 1 9 9 2 i f n e w equ ipmen t w a s n o t ordered . 
(The M - U cars w e r e r emoved f r o m serv ice t empora r i l y a coup l e 
o f years ago, howevep they w e r e r epa i r ed a n d re turned to 
service. S i m i l q r l y due to c racks i n the i r t rucks , the E E un i t s we re 
" r e t i r ed " i n 1991. ) 

A t one po int , i t w a s necessary to use a d iese l -powered t r a i n 
to assist i n the serv ice — some th ing t h a t w a s n o t des i rab le g i ven 
the t u n n d a n d the fact t h a t mos t coaches have open ing w i n d o w s . 
M a k i n g the best o f t h e s i tua t i on , C N a n d the S T C U M d e d d e d 
tha t a t r a i n p o w e r e d b y a p a i r o f d e c t r i c un i t s w o u l d p u l l the 
second, d i e s d - p o w e r e d t r a i n t h r o u g h the t tmne l . A t Va l -Roya l , 
the second t r a i n w a s c u t of f for the r e t u r n t r i p to Cen t r a l S ta t i on . 
U s i n g the d i e s d un i t , the t r a i n r a n t h r o u g h the o p e n area to 
Po r t a l He i gh t s . F r o m there to C e n t r a l S ta t i on , the t r a i n coasted 
t h r o u g h the t u n n d , d o w n the 0.6 pe rcen t grade, thereby 
rn i r i imis ing a n y p r ob l ems f r o m d i e s d fumes. 

H e a t i n g the t ra ins i n w i n t e r proves to be a n exercise i n 
i n n o v a t i o n as w e l l . Tra ins are m a i n t a i n e d b y shop forces at 
C e n t r a l S ta t i on . A l l the cars l eased from V I A are steam-heated 
a n d w i t h o u t s t eam generator un i t s , the cars have no hea t source. 
C N ' s answer w a s t o p rov ide s t eam connec t ions a t Cen t r a l S ta t i on . 
The coaches are connec t ed to the Hnes overnight , a n d the cars 
are " super -hea ted . " (No t j u s t w a r m , b u t hot ! ) D u r i n g the 
morn ing , the cars r e t a in e n o u g h hea t to m a k e the ride 
comfor tab le . 

W i t h the s i g n i n g o f the agreement b e t w e e n the Quebec 
government a n d B o m b a r d i e r to b u i l d the n e w r o l l i n g stock, 
Quebec a n d C N agreed to r e fu rb i sh the o l d equ ipment a n d keep 
i t r u n n i n g untiL a t least September 1 9 9 5 . T h e fine n o w operates 
w i t h d i rec t cur ren t d e c t r i d t y a t 3 0 0 0 vo l ts , b u t the n e w cars w f l l 
operate o n 2 5 0 0 0 vo l t s a l t e rna t i ng ctmrent. Therefore, the n e w 
equ ipment w f l l have to b e i n t r o d u c e d a l l a t once f o l l o w i n g a n 
" o v e m i g h f ' conve rs i on o f the l ine 's p o w e r system. 
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OPERATIONS TODAY 
Today, all six of the original units, five of the EE units, and the 
three GE centre-cabs soldier on, along with a collection of 
multiple-unit electric coaches and trailers, all operated by CN 
for the STCUM. The electric locomotives haul a motley collection 
of ex-CN passenger cars, some originally built in the 1920s, and 
35 coaches leased from VIA Rail and converted for coinmuter use. 

Currently, the M-U units provide all base and weekend 
service. The electric locomotives and coaches are foimd only in 
peak-hour service, and run in trains of up to 13 cars in length. 
Service is provided seven days a week, with trains approximately 
every two hours to Deux-Montagnes and additional peak hour 
service between Val-Royal and downtown. 

The fare structure is basically integrated with other transit 
fares charged in the region. Regional monthly transit passes 
($69.00) are valid on the service between Montreal and Laval. 
Four fare zones range from a minimum of one STCUM fare 
(approximately $1.08) or $41.00 per month, up to a maximum 
of $126.00 a month to Deux-Montagnes. 

A program to refurbish the current equipment used on the 
line is well underway to ensure that reliable service is provided 
to STCUM commuters. A l l of the locomotives are having one of 
their two cabs overhauled and modernised at CN's Atelier 
Montreal Facility (AMF) at Pointe Saint-Charles. (All units are 
double-ended, but always run in pairs.) Trucks on the English 
Electric units have been completely rebuilt, including new 
specially-cast truck frames. Triicks on the other units will also be 
inspected and rebuilt if necessary. Work will be performed on the 
M-U cars as well. 

UPGRADING THE LINE 
With the STCUM, CN and Quebec committing to continuing 
service on the line, a massive program to overhaul and expand 
the line's infrastructure is underway. 

The line is scheduled to close for six weeks in 1993, from 
about mid-June through early August. During this time, major 
rehabilitation of the Mont-Royal tunnel structure, track and track 
bed will be undertaken. In addition, as much work as possible 
will be completed on other sections of the line. 

Plans also call for a number of changes to the stations. 
Several closely-spaced stations, notably in Laval, will be 
consolidated. New stations, including major park-and-ride 
facilities, will be built near Autoroutes 13 and 15. The line is also 
to be extended beyond its current terminal for about two 
kilometres to a new station at Autoroute 640. A storage yard will 
be built just beyond the terminus. That extension will be used as 
the test site for the new cars until the change-over to 25 kV 

The upgrading of the line, plus the purchase of the new cars, 
means that by the fall of 1995, commuters will be using a totally 
new, state-of-the-art service, a far cry from the days of the 
current, "oldest trains in regular service" in North America. • 

MONTREAL-DEUX-MONTAGNES - STATIONS 
Mont-Royal Subdivision 

Mile 0.0 Montreal Care Centrale/Central Station 
Mile 0.2 South Portal South end of tunnel 
Mile 0.5 Grotto North end of Montreal interlocking 
Mile 3.2 Portal Heights Station; north end of tunnel 
Mile 3.7 Mont-Royal Station 
Mile 5.0 Jet. de I'Est Crossing of Saint-Laurent Sub. 
Mile 5.2 Vertu Station 
Mile 6.6 Monkland Station 
Mile 6.9 Grenet . . . South end of Val-Koyal cautionary limits 
Mile 7.1 Val-Royal Station; turnaround loop track 
Mile 7.2 Montfort North end of two tracks 

Montfort Subdivision 
Mile 0.0 Montfort South end of single track 
Mile 0.3 Val-Royal-Nord Siding, 1930 feet 
Mile 1.7 Saraguay Siding, 1190 feet 
Mile 3.5 A-Ma-Bale Station 
Mile 4.8 Roxboro 5ud Siding, 1660 feet 
Mile 5.3 Roxboro Station 
Mile 7.4 He-Blgras Station 
Mile 7.9 Sainte-Doroth6e Station 
Mile 8.3 . . . . . . Pes Prairies Siding, 1870 feet 
Mile 8.8 Laval Links Station 
Mile 9.2 Laval Laval-sur-le-Lac station 
Mile 9.7 . . . . Deux-Montagnes Station; siding, 960 feet 
Mile 10.2 End of electrification 

'•6ifr-1h 

'^T^ciU. ;:^^T3^:^^ vA-y Artist's sketch of the new cars for the Montreal-Deux Montagnes line 
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1920s RECOLLECTIONS AND 1939 EXCURSION 

WHITBY, PORT PERRY AND LINDSAY RY. 
BY GEORGE R. CORRIN 

I found Ian A. Caie's historical review of the Whitby, Port Perry 
and Lindsay Railway in the September issue of Rail and Transit 
highly interesting and informative, for I have always had a rather 
special attachment to this railway line. 

I grew up in Toronto, and my dad came from Port Perry, 
where ova family made frequent visits, travelling by train until we 
purchased a Model A Ford in 1924, when train trips ceased, 
unfortunately. 

The amoimt of material Mr. Caie has presented is most 
enlightening, outlining as it does the many financial and other 
struggles the various promoters and others encountered and 
eventually overcame to build the line and put it into operation. 

Now, I wish to submit, if I may, some further information 
that may prove of interest to others who may be following the 
history of the WPP&L. Except for the schedule of the excursion 
of May 22, 1939, there is, however, no documentary evidence to 
corroborate it; my memory is all there is to go on. Hence, it must 
be recognised that faulty data could well aboimd. 

My first recollection is of my dad taking me to Port Perry on the 
evening before Good Friday, and the year would have been either 
1921 or 1922. Leaving the old Toronto Union Station at about 
5:30 p.m., the main line train was crowded, and when it arrived 
at Whitby Junction, a great many passengers detrained and made 
a rush in the dark across the westbound track to storm the 
branch line train waiting on its loading track to the east of the 
station. 

The train had three coaches - open-platform type with red 
plush seats and pintsch gas lighting - and the crowd soon filled 
the coaches, to the point even of doubling-up in some seats. As 
the several light fixtures were in the course of being illuminated, 
I became intrigued as a trainman used a long pole with a small 
flame at the end of a short stick extending at an angle near the 
top of the pole. The trainman then turned the gas on by a 
straight edge on the end of the pole, followed by a quick 
movement of the flame to the fixture, which immediately became 
illuminated! The gas odour permeated the car, such distinctive 
aroma having been rather characteristic of railway coaches of the 
time, as it seemed to become embedded in the seat coverings. 

Upon arrival at Port Perry about an hour later, most of the 
passengers got off and there was much activity at the station, 
where three clerks were busily engaged in various chores in the 
ticket office. It is difficult now to imagine such heavy passenger 
activity on a relatively short run, even considering that it was the 
begiiming of the Easter travel period. 

My next recollection is of my first train-watching experience, 
which took place in the summer of 1923 when the family spent 
a week at the Siebert House hotel, which was located diagonally 
across the street comer from the Port Perry station. Needless to 
say, I watched every train I could and oftentimes slipped across 
to the station at train times. By npw, more modem coaches had 
appeared - with vestibule platforms and green plush seats. 
Service on the line was daily except Sunday and the Port Perry 
times were as follows: 

Time From To Class 

6:40 a.m. Lindsay Whitby Jet. Passenger 
9:23 a.m. Whitby Jet. Manilla Jet. Passenger 

12:10 p.m. Manilla Jet. Whitby Jet. Mixed 

Spent about 20 minutes switching 

2:53 p.m. Lindsay Whitby Jet. Mixed 
3:54 p.m. Whitby Jet. Lindsay Mixed 

These trains had a meet at High Point 

8:05 p.m. Whitby Jet. Lindsay Passenger 

These were the first train times that I committed to memory, and 
while recollection can fade over such a long period of time, I do 
believe them to be rather accurate. They evidence a quite 
acceptable level of service over this line. Cotmections were made 
by most trains at Whitby Junction for and from Toronto and at 
Manilla Jimction also, although on a trip taken via the latter I 
seem to recall a not-so-close connection. Tickets from Toronto 
read "via Whitby Jimction or Manilla Junction." 

The visit of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (now the Queen 
Mother) in 1939 was the occasion of great patriotic significance 
and huge crowds of citizens gathered to greet the royal party at 
many places across the country. An important stop in the royal 
tour was made at Toronto on May 22, and a considerable number 
of special trains were operated from various points in southern 
Ontario and changes in regular schedules made to accommodate 
the crowds who would travel to Toronto for the occasion. Visitors 
were asked to leave their cars at home to avoid highway traffic 
problems and to prevent gridlock on Toronto streets, where a 
number of the important arteries would be closed. One of these 
special trains ran from Port Perry and its schedule was as shown 
herewith, having been taken from a special timetable issued by 
Canadian National: 

VISIT OF THEIR MAJESTIES TO TORONTO 
M O N D A Y , M A Y 22nd 

P O R T P E R R Y - B R O O K L I N - W H I T B Y - T O R O N T O 

SPEC IAL TRAINS 

READ DOWN READ UP 

8.06 an 
8 « a i i i 
9-00 am 

Lv PORT PERRY tr, 
M a n c h M t p r i 
B r o o k l l n I 
W h i t b y T o w n 
W h i t b y (C.N. Sin.)...i 7.50 pm 
D . n f o r t h ; 7.l5pm 
TORONTO (Un. Stn.). . .i 7.00 pm 

2.45 pm »r TORONTO Lvi 
(Exhibition Stn.) i 

12.30 pm 
12.46 pm 

1.18 pm 
1.35 pm 
|.40[m 

10.25 pm 
10 09 pm 
9.37 pm 
9.19 pm 
9-l4ira 
8.40 pm 

B.|5pm 

The Port Perry Star reported on the trip, advising that there 
were over a thousand passengers on board the excursion, who 
returned tired but happy even though it was well past midnight 
when the train got back. This special movement was an 
outstanding achievement - perhaps the longest passenger train 
to have ever moved over the line - representing as it did a final 
spurt of glory over a remnant of this incredible line when its end 
was so near. I only wish I could have seen it! • 
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ON THE NAMING OF CANADIAN NORTHERN STATIONS 

GEOGRAPHY IN THE MAKING 
EDITED BY ART CLOWES 

Railways have had many impacts on Canadian history over the 
years, but one aspect that we don't often stop to think about is 
the number of commimities that today have names that are the 
result of railway construction. Sir William Mackenzie and Sir 
Donald Mann, with their Canadian Northern family of railways, 
were not to be excluded from this process of providing names. 

This is a brief look at some of these names, mainly as 
described by A. J . Hills in an interview he gave in 1956. Mr. Hills 
was one of the early superintendents on the Canadian Northern. 
The Canadian Northern Ontario Railway timetable effective 
September 18, 1910, identifies Mr. Hills as the superintendent of 
their line as it then existed from Toronto to Gowganda Junction, 
315 miles north. 

Mr. Hills, in his interview, stated, " . . . I was appointed 
superintendent on January 1, 1908. At that time the line was 
opened to Parry Soimd; from Parry Sound to Sudbury was 
opened the next year." 

Mackenzie and Mann were busy at the turn of the 20th 
century acquiring and constructing rail lines in western Canada 
and gradually moving eastward. As described in last month's 
Ferrophiliac Column, Canadian Northern also had their line from 
Toronto opened to Gowganda Junction by the end of 1909. The 
railway gangs and contractors worked over the next five years 
tying this rail empire together across northern Ontario. 

So, hide all of your modem conveniences and take yourself 
back into the land of the blackflies 93 years ago as Mr. Hills in 
his own words describes geography in the making. 

". . . The first station I had a part in naming was Bedford, 
Manitoba. Arriving there in the spring of 1899, after walking 
aroimd six miles of muskeg to take charge of the issuance stores 
put in for the grading contractors over a winter road from the 
then end of track of the Manitoba and South Eastem Railway at 
Marchand, I asked the cook caretaker What do they call this 
place?' - It had no name. I had some envelopes with me which 
had my Toronto address printed on them, 27 Bedford Road. I 
scratched out the '27' and 'Road' and started calling the spot 
Bedford. The name stuck; it is still on the map, 53.6 miles south 
of Wiimipeg." CN Rail still lists Bedford at Mile 100.1 of the 
Sprague Subdivision. 

I have taken the liberty of rearranging the order of the stations 
from those given in Mr. Hills' interview. I will be covering them 
by major lines generally from east to west. 

Mr. Hills, on the construction and opening of the line north 
from Toronto, commented about Bayswater, " . . . I remember that 
R. M . Home-Payne, who was a Director and Sir William 
Mackenzie's financial advisor in England, suggested that a station 
be called Bayswater as being of interest to some Londoners." This 
name still exists at Mile 222.1 of the Bala Subdivision. 

Mr. Hills couldn't recall a station at the point where the 
Canadian Northem line crossed the CPR south of Sudbury 
Junction imtil after the Mond Nickel company was induced to 
move there from a point on the Algoma Eastem. At their new 
location, they got railway service from both the CPR and CNOR, 
so the CNOR established a station, and the name Coniston was 
suggested from a novel of the time. Also, Mr. Hills pointed out, 
there is a Coniston in England. This location has no depot today 

but the interlocker is at Mile 256.8 on the Bala Subdivision. 
Mr. Hills pointed out that while the name Capreol existed for 

the township that was to have the junction of the lines from 
Toronto and Montreal to Port Arthui; it was not decided to use 
it ". . . until we foimd out that one of the Capreol family in 
Toronto had been a director of one of the first railways from that 
city. The name should be pronotmced Cap-re-ol not Cape-re-ol." 
The Town of Capreol is still an active junction, yard, and 
administrative centre at the ends of the Bala, Newmarket, and 
Ruel subdivisions. 

Before heading west, we will have a look at some of the 
names on the line from Ottawa to Capreol. 

Hiam, at Mile 91.6 on the Beachburg Subdivision was named 
after Tom Hiam, a secretary to Sir Donald Mann for a time. 

Mr. Hills states that if his recollection is correct, Kathmore 
was named after Katharine Mackenzie, one of Sir William's six 
daughters. She latter became Mrs. William Beardmore. Kathmore 
is still in CN's timetable at Mile 116.0, Beachburg Subdivision. 

Brent, the former divisional point, presently listed at Mile 
163.9 on the Beachburg Subdivision, came from Brentwood, the 
name of R. M . Home-Payne's residence. 

It is interesting to note that seven names selected by Mr. 
Hills to go with the beautiful scenery of Algonquin Park eighty 
years ago are still all listed in CN's timetable. These seven 
stations, with their mileage on the Beachburg Subdivision, are: 
Dahlia, Mile 111.2; Achray, Mile 123.2; Brawny, MHe 133.5; 
Radiant, Mile 151.1; Acanthus, Mile 159.8; Daventry, Mile 174.3; 
Ascalon, Mile 181.9; and Kilrush, Mile 194.8. 

The Coristine family from Montreal had their family name 
used for the station at Coristine, at Mile 186.2 of the Beachburg 
Subdivision. 

The Canadian Northem seemed to have its share of station names 
made by spelling words backwards. One of these is at Mile 233.4 
of the Newmarket Subdivision, where Yellek was formed by 
spelling Kelley backwards. 

The name of George Beardmore's residence, Chudleigh, was 
adopted for the station of the same name at Mile 280.6 on the 
Newmarket Subdivision. Mr. Hills commented that Chudleigh in 
Toronto was famed for outstanding hospitality. 

Mr. F. M . Spaidal, Mr. Hills' predecessor as Superintendent 
of the Toronto-Parry Sound line, who was later the general 
superintendent of Quebec lines of the Canadian Northem, was 
honoured by the naming of Spaidal, at Mile 297.4, Newmarket 
Subdivision. 

Hagarty, at Mile 304.3 on the Newmarket Subdivision, comes 
from a good Toronto family name. 

One name that was used for a number years was Anstice, named 
after a niece of Mr. Hills' wife. This station name is now gone, 
but was at Mile 16.5 of the Ruel Subdivision. 

Ruel, at Mile 51.6, Ruel Subdivision, was named after Gerard 
Ruel, Q.C., who started his career with the federal Department 
of Railways and Canals, and then joined the Canadian Northem 
Railway, where he became general counsel. After the formation 
of the Canadian National Railways, he became a director and 
vice-president. 

Frederick Stupart, the director of meteorology in Toronto, 
was honoured with the use of his family name for the Stupart 
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station, at Mile 59.3 on the Ruel Subdivision. Mr. Stupart was 
later knighted, to become Sir Frederick. 

Here is Mr. Hills' quote on the naming of Foleyet, Ontario. 
". . . Of Foleyet, I remember Sir Donald Maim summoning me to 
his office and in his laconic way saying "We will call that first 
divisional point on the new line Foley.' By that time, we were 
really working with the Geographic Board, avoiding duplication, 
etc., so after looking into the situation I had to tell Sir Donald 
that there was already a Foley on the map and I think a 
Foleyville. Sir Donald was unimpressed and said "We'll call that 
place Foley, yet.' - 'Foleyet would probably be alright,' said I, 
and a little Foley came on the map." While Foleyet is no longer 
a railway divisional point, it is a crew-change point with a small 
yard and a community exists at Mile 148.3, Ruel Subdivision. 

Mr. Hills' recollection is that the name Shawmere, Mile 
158.2, Ruel Subdivision, came from George H . Shaw, who was 
general traffic manager of the Canadian Northem system. 

Agate, at Mile 186.4 of the Ruel Subdivision, was named 
after a Canadian Northem construction engineer who later 
entered the operating department. 

Again, Mr. Hills' comments about Homepayne at Mile 296.2 
of the Ruel Subdivision deserve quoting: ". . . Homepayne - I 
have already referred to R. M . Home-Payne. In his last years, 
tmable to move out of bed (locomotor ataxia) and only able to 
add the last 'e' to his stamped signature, had a brain active 
enough to continue his financial work. It was felt that the hyphen 
should be left out in using the name for this important divisional 
point. Working with Sir William Mackenzie in the lattetis many 
ventures, including those outside the railway, like San Paulo, Rio 
de Janeiro, Monterey, etc., R. M . Home-Payne was extraordinarily 
competent." 

The Canadian Northem constructed its line from Homepayne via 
Longlac to Thunder Bay (Port Arthur). Today, CN's 243.8-inile 
Caramat Subdivision from Homepayne to Armstrong includes 100 
rtules of the Canadian Northem line to Longlac then a 31-mile 
connecting track from Longlac to reach the National 
Transcontinental Railway main line at Nakina, and then the NTR 
to Armstrong. 

The Caramat Subdivision is named after the community of 
the same name at Mile 77.6. Mr. Hills pointed out that Caramat, 
is "tamarack" (a coniferous tree) mis-spelled backwards. 

While you may still wash your hands with it, its namesake 
at Mile 27.9 of the Caramat Subdivision is gone. This station was, 
of course. Lire, named after the Lever Brothers product. Mr. Hills 
said he could remember writing to them as a reminder that they 
could route their shipments via Lux. 

Outstanding employees from the lower ranks were also 
honoured, as in the case of Anns, which was named after a very 
good draughtsman and engineer. 

Seagram, at Mile 91.8 on the Caramat Subdivision, was 
named after Norman Seagram of the Waterloo family. 

Mr. Hills indicated that he and Mr. Ruel wanted to use a 
suitable name for the station at the northem end of Long Lake 
and their choice for the station at Mile 100.0 of the Caramat 
Subdivision was Longlac. 

Canadian Northem's line from Longlac to Port Arthur (Thunder 
Bay) is now called the Kinghom Subdivision. 

JelUcoe was named after a British Admiral. This station is at 
Mile 49.7 of the Kinghom Subdivision. 

The Beardmore family of Toronto, besides having a son that 
married one of Sir William Mackenzie's daughters, is also 
remembered by a station at Mile 70.3 on the Kinghom 

Subdivision that bears the family name. 
A World War I flying ace named Wameford also left his mark 

at Mile 75.4 of the Kinghom Subdivision. 
The McKirdy family looked after the fishing guide 

concessions on the Nipigon River, and Mr. Hills indicated that the 
now-vanished station at East McKirdy, Mile 99.8 of the Kinghom 
Subdivision, was named after them. 

Hogarth at. Mile 109.7, came from the Port Arthur family of 
that name. 

Two more of Sir William's daughters were remembered with 
station on the Port Arthur-Winnipeg line. Mabella, at Mile 57.2 
on the Kashabowie Subdivision, was named after Mabel, later 
Mrs. Scott Griffin, and Graceton, at Mile 13.3 on the Sprague 
Subdivision, after Grace, later the Coimtess de Lesseps. 

Jack Vhssar worked with R. J . Mackenzie on the constmction 
of the westem lines and the Vassar family was connected with 
the Mackenzies, so today they are remembered by Vassar, 
Manitoba, at Mile 68.6, Sprague Subdivision. 

The Canadian Northern, like most railway promoters, had 
many real-estate dealings, so to remember that fraternity, Carrick, 
Mile 83.2 on the Sprague Subdivision, was named after the Port 
Arthur real estate man. 

The last station east of Winnipeg in Mr. Hills' interview was 
Marchand, Manitoba. His comments are ". . . Marchand I always 
understood was named after the French Admiral, who did 
something of prominence about the time this station was named, 
1898. At any rate, the name fitted the French-speaking area of 
which it was the south-easterly station." CN lists Marchand as 
Mile 105.9 on the Sprague Subdivision. 

Mr. Hills stated that while he had no part in selecting the station 
names for the westem stations, these are stories he heard about 
them shortly after they were named. 

Mr. Hills provided his interviewer with the following 
background of some of the westem lines. ". . . The Canadian 
Northem Railway Company was formed through amalgamation 
of the Winnipeg Great Northem Railway Company and the Lake 
Manitoba Railway and Canal Company in 1899. 

"A subsidy had been voted for a line from Swan River to 
Prince Albert, as well as for other sections. 

"When I got to Winnipeg in April 1899, the north line was 
operating from Gladstone on the Manitoba and North Westem 
Railway, now CPR, to Wiimipegosis, about 125 miles, and what 
was then known as the Gilbert Plains Branch had 25 miles under 
constmction." 

The line to Swan River and projected to Prince Albeit was 
then regarded as the main line, but the route via Gilbert Plains 
was later preferred. 

The Cowan Subdivision and the community of Cowan, at 
Mile 66.7, was named after Jim Cowan, who for years was 
superintendent of constmction of Canadian Northem lines in the 
west. 

Garland, at Mile 38.7 of the Cowan Subdivision, was named 
for Miss Garland, who married D. B. Harma, superintendent of 
the line. 

E. R. Wood of Toronto, financier and associate of Sir 
William Mackenzie in various enterprises, saw his name converted 
into Erwood, again with both a subdivision and a community at 
Mile 92.6 of the line. 

The constmction of these westem lines coincided with dates 
of the Boer War. Hence the South African town of Mafeking was 
remembered withMafeking, Mile 42.1 on the Erwood Subdivision, 
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a n d the B r i t i s h he ro B a d e n P o w e l l w a s r emembered i n t w o 
loca t i ons o n the E r w o o d Subd i v i s i o i i , Baden, M i l e 50 .5 , a n d 
PoweZ/, M i l e 5 9 . 5 . 

F r e d T isdale , a f am i l y f r i end o f the M a c k e n z i e s a n d la t e r a 
C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m p u r c h a s i n g agent, is a lso r emembered w i t h 
b o t h a c o m m u n i t y a n d subd i v i s i on c a r r y i ng t h e f am i l y name . 
Tisdale is a t M i l e 72 .8 o n the T i sda l e Subd i v i s i on . 

A g a i n , M r . H i l l s ' w o r d s e x p l a i n the s i tua t i on best, " . . . 
M o v i n g n o w to the o r i g i n a l C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m m a i n l i n e wes t o f 
C la rk ' s cross ing , w e come to Wannan ( M i l e 17 .1 , W a r m a n 
Subd i v i s i on ) . Th i s s t a t i on w a s u n d o u b t e d l y n a m e d after C y r i l 
W a r m a n , poe t a n d w r i t e r i n the wes t . W e emp loyed W a r m a n t o 
ed i t a n anno ta t ed timetable for H i s R o y a l H i ghness P r ince A r t h u r 
o f Connaugh t , w h o m a d e a t r i p over t h e C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m 
' T h r o u g h a T h o u s a n d M i l e s o f Wheat f i e lds ' i n A p r i l 1906 , w h i c h 
p r o d u c t i o n I superv ised , c o n t r i b u t i n g to i t a n h i s t o r i ca l sk e t ch . " 

E d w a r d L a n g h a m , w h o M r . HQIs be l i e ved first w o r k e d for S i r 
W f l h a m o n the street r a i l w a y sys tem i n e i ther Manches t e r o r 
B i r m i n g h a m , E n g l a n d , became the c o n s t m c t i o n p u r c h a s i n g a n d 
ma t e r i a l agent for C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m . Later; h e became the 
genera l p u r c h a s i n g agent for the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m system i n 
Toronto . H i s name , Langham, w a s used f o r the s t a t i on a t M i l e 
82 .9 o f the A b e r d e e n Subd i v i s i on . 

T h e best d esc r i p t i on abou t some o f these w e s t e m names is 
M r . M i l s ' . " . . . I r emember w h e n m a k i n g a t r i p over the l i n e w i t h 
M . H . M a c L e o d , ch ie f engineer; d r i v i n g w i t h h i m f r o m 
U o y d m i n s t e r t o E d m o n t o n i n a b u c k b o a r d , i n 1905 , a n d h i s 
comment tha t Bresaylor ( M i l e 26 .2 , B l a ck f oo t Subd iv i s i on ) w a s 
composed o f t h e names o f three ear l y settlers, B r emne^ S m i t h 
(he h a r d l y go t h i s share ) , a n d Taylor. 

" . . . T h e B a r r Co lon i s t s se lec ted the n a m e o f a min i s t e r 
n a m e d L l o y d f o r the i r p r i n c i p a l s ta t i on ; i t w a s — as I reco l l ec t — 
f o u n d to be d e a d cen t r ed o n the l i n e b e t w e e n S a s k a t c h e w a n a n d 
A l b e r t a a n d th is seems to be con f i rmed as Lloydminster s t a t i on is 
i n A l b e r t a a n d the pos t office i s s h o w n as i n Saska t chewan . 

" . . . F i n a l l y I c ome to Hanna, the i m p o r t a n t r a i l w a y centre 
i n A l b e r t a , n a m e d after D . B . H a n n a , t h e first super in tendent o f 
C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m R a i l w a y l ines . M r . H a n n a s tar ted as 
super in tendent o f the L a k e M a n i t o b a R a i l w a y a n d C a n a l 
C o m p a n y i n 1896 , c on t r i bu t ed mos t subs tant iaUy to the r a i l w a y 
h i s to ry o f C a n a d a , e n d i n g h i s service as first pres ident o f the 
C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s , 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 2 . " 

M r . H i l l s ' o ther comments o n the n a m i n g o f w e s t e m stat ions 
i n c l u d e : 

Lashbum, M i l e 64 .3 , B l a c k f o o t Subd i v i s i on , w a s n a m e d for 
Z . A . Lash , ch ie f so l i c i t o r o f the r a i l w a y a n d S i r W f l l i a m 
M a c k e i m e ' s l e g a l adviser. 

N o e l M a r s h a l , a c o a l b a r o n , ph i l an throp i s t , a n d a c lose 
associate q f S i r W i U i a m a n d D . B . H a n n a , is r emembered b y 
Marshall, A l b e r t a , M i l e 72 .6 , B l a c k f o o t Subd i v i s i on . 

Oliver, A l b e r t a , M i l e 1 2 1 . 7 o n t h e Vegrev i l l e Subd i v i s i on , w a s 
n a m e d after the H o n o u r a b l e F r a n k Ohver; min is te r o f the in t e r i o r 
a b o u t 1 9 1 0 . 

M r . H i U s comp l e t ed h i s in t e r v i ew w i t h , ". . . The las t s t a t i on 
n a m e i n w h i c h I h a d a n y spec ia l in terest w a s H i l l spo r t , w h i c h 
w a s n a m e d for m e . Th is w a s l a r g e l y t h r o u g h M r . D a v i d C romb i e 
( an ear l y g ene ra l super in tendent o f the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e m ) w h o 
k n e w - o f m y pa r t i n p r o v i d i n g names for m a n y stat ions a n d sa id 
one s h o u l d be n a m e d after me . I w a s interes ted to find Hillsport 

(M i l e 4 2 . 3 , C a r a m a t Subd i v i s i on ) , first o n l y a water -s ta t ion , h a d 
become ' a n agency s t a t i on o p e n a l l year ' a n d l a t t e r l y a j u n c t i o n 
p o i n t for the l i n e to the M a n i t o u w a d g e m i n i n g a rea . " • 

A LITTLE SPEED READING 
BY R I C H A R D C A R R O L L 

Ef fect ive w i t h the t ime tab l e change o f Oc tobe r 2 5 , V I A has 
es tab l i shed (or a t l eas t matched ) a n u m b e r o f best-ever times o n 
runs across C a n a d a , as f o l l ows : 

Route Time 

H a l i f a x - M o n t r e a l 19 hours 45 minutes 
Caspe—Montrea l 16 hours 30 minutes 
Q u e b e c Ci ty—Montrea l 2 hours 42 minutes 
Toronto—Montreal 3 hours 59 minutes 
Toronto—Cornwal l 3 hours 19 minutes 
Toronto -Brockv i l l e 2 hours 39 minutes 
Toronto—Kingston 1 hour 57 minutes 
Winnipeg—Saskatoon 8 hours 35 minutes 
Winn ipeg—Edmonton 15 hours 0 minutes 

• In mos t cases, the prev ious best t imes o n the above runs we re 
adver t i sed d u r i n g the l a s t 10 years, b u t there are except ions : 
T o r o n t o - M o n t r e a l (a lso 3 ' 5 9 " - 1 9 6 8 ) ; Quebec C i t y - M o n t r e a l 
C2 '59" - 1 9 6 6 ) ; a n d H a l i f a x - M o n t r e a l ( 1 9 ' 5 0 " - 1 9 6 7 ) . 

• W h a t is mo s t impress ive a b o u t the n e w M o n t r e a l — Q u e b e c C i t y 
schedu le is tha t the slowest t ime o n th is r u n equals the prev ious 
best-ever 2 '59"1 T h e n e w schedules o n th is route are so 
aggressive t h a t I t h o u g h t they w o u l d be a cha l l enge for V I A to 
operate w i t h the u s u a l 90-percent-or-so on- t ime per formance, b u t 
i n the first m o n t h o f opera t i on , the t ra ins we re o n t ime 96 
percent o f the t ime . 

• T h e 5 5 - m . p J i . average ca l l ed- for o n the W i n n i p e g — S a s k a t o o n 
runs is one o f v i r t u a l l y " C o r r i d o r " ca l ibre , b u t is ra ther nega ted 
b y the facts tha t the t ra ins o n l y r u n three t imes a w e e k a n d serve 
Sas ka t o o n i n the s m a l l hours o f the m o r n i n g . 

• T h e cur ren t C r e a t Lakes R e g i o n a n d St . Lawrence R e g i o n 
ope ra t ing t imetab les are h i s to r i c ones because they m a r k the first 
time i n C a n a d i a n h i s t o r y tha t t ra ins have b e en of f ic ia l ly 
au thor i s ed a t 1 0 0 m.p .h . t r a c k speeds. T h e k e y w o r d s here, o f 
course, are "o f f i c ia l l y au tho r i s ed . " 
• The best po in t - to -po in t average i n the n e w t imetab le is the 
3 ' 3 6 " - f o r 89 .9 m .p .h . - pace set b y T ra in 166 , the eas tbound 
Metropolis, for the 3 2 4 mfles b e t w e e n Toronto a n d D o r v a l . Th is 
is the best start-to-stop average speed y e t m a i n t a i n e d b y L R C 
equ ipment . I n the 1970s , w h e n the t op t r a c k speed w a s 95 
m.p.h. , the Hurbo m a n a g e d a f ew r u n s o f j u s t over 90 m.p .h . 
average speed, w h i c h shows jus t h o w t i gh t those schedules were . 

• A s a mat t e r o f compar i son , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d tha t the prev ious 
3 ' 5 9 " r u n , opera ted br i e f l y w i t h Hurbos b e t w e e n Toronto a n d 
M o n t r e a l i n Decembe r 1 9 6 8 a n d J a n u a r y 1969 , w a s non-s top . A 
second t ra i t i , w i t h one stop a t D o r v a l , w a s timed a t 4 ' 04 " , a n d i t 
w a s a l l o w e d n o t less t h a n 3 ' 4 7 " for the To ron to—Dorva l t r i p . 

• O n l y L R C t ra ins w i t h L R C engines operate a t 100 m.p .h . The 
V I A spec ia l ins t ruc t i ons i n the C N timetable state tha t F 4 0 P H s 
w i t h L R C cars c a n operate a t the speeds spec i f i ed for L R C tra ins 
o n s t ra ight t rack, b u t m u s t r educe to conven t i ona l passenger 
t r a i n speeds o n curves . A H un i t s have the i r abso lu te m a x i m u m 
speed pos t ed i n the cab : 9 0 m.p .h . for F 4 0 s 6 4 0 0 — 6 4 0 6 a n d 
6 4 2 9 - 6 4 5 8 ; 95 m . p . h . f o r F 4 0 s 6 4 0 7 - 6 4 2 8 ; 103 m.p .h . for 
L R C s 6 9 0 0 - 6 9 2 0 ; a n d 1 2 5 m . p . h . for L R C s 6 9 2 1 - 6 9 3 0 . 

• In the first f our we e ks o f opera t ion . Trains 166 a n d 167 , the 
Metropolis, have b e e n o n time 8 5 percent o f the t ime, a n d tha t is 
w i t h some t empora ry speed restr ic t ions st f l l h o l d i n g the t ra ins 
b e l o w the n e w 100 m.p .h . speed l im i t s ' o n the K ings t on 
Subd i v i s i on . T h e eas tbo tmd t ra ins have b e en m a i n t a i n i n g the 
schedu le bet ter t h a n the w e s t b o u n d t ra ins . • 
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A U T H O R ' S N O T E 

lived in the "Hub of the 
s" for several years and 

having had the pleasure of digging up 
some of the old street railway 
roadbed on Main Street, I knew 
Moncton had trams, but at that time 
I could not get a clear answer to my 
questions about the city's streetcars. 
The general histories on Moncton 
have just touched cm the street 
railways. 

More recently, I have been 
made aware of various articles written 
by rail and transit enthusiasts on 
public transit in Moncton. While these 
articles answered some questions, they 
raised others. In discussing Moncton 
trams with several people, they 
encouraged me to do some more 
digging, but not under Main Street 
this time. 

I hope my research will add to 
the published material on these 
systems, but I know it is not 
complete and this material contains 
some speculation and some 
information based on hearsay. There 
are still many questions to be 
answered about the two small street 
railway systems. 

Therefore, I would appreciate it 
if anyone who has additional 
information to contribute on the 
Moncton street railways could forward 
it to: 

The City of Moncton Museum 
20 Mountain Road 

Moncton, New Brunswick E I C 2J8 
Attention: Brenda P. Orr, Curator 

or 
Upper Canada Railway Society 

Attention: Art Clowes 

BULLETIN 92-1 DECEMBER 1992 

INTRODUCTION 
Many towns and cities across Canada had a street railway in their histories. 
The zest with which these street railways were developed was a sign of the 
optimism of the citizens and businessmen in the late 1800s. 

Often, these Canadian communities saw their transit dreams evaporate 
as bankruptcy took its toll on under-capitalised companies or as the com­
pany's and the community's funds found their way into the pockets of some 
unscrupulous exploiter. Some systems flourished as other people put up new 
capital as their sign of faith in the community or to benefit their own ego 
and in a belief that they could make monetary gains. Other communities saw 
their street railway tracks torn up or left to rust for years. 

The histories of most of the larger street railway systems have been 
documented, as these systems remained in operation for extended periods of 
time. But their counterparts in smaller communities, especially those places 
where street railways were short-lived, have been missed or at best had only 
limited research done on them. 

Moncton, New Brunswick, the "hub" of the maritime provinces, is a 
bustling city surrounded by suburbs, like many similar-sized Canadian cities. 
Moncton's present public transit needs are served by Codiac Transit, a diesel 
bus operation, using 22 buses on 18 routes that most people take for 
granted. However, as in many Canadian cities, few know much about the 
interesting history of Moncton's transit systems and even fewer realise that 
this was one of the eastern Canadian cities that had not one but two 
streetcar systems. 

Moncton has had its ups and downs, and some were severe enough for 
the city to adopt as its motto the word "resurgo" in its crest. "Resurgo," 

meaning "to rise again," was adopted when the community was incorporated 
for the second time in 1875. The town had first been incorporated in 1855, 
but that incorporation had been repealed in 1862 following the community's 
decline at the end of the shipbuilding days. 

The establishment of Moncton as a major railway junction brought new 
prosperity, and the town was incorporated again. With rapid growth, the 
town became a city in 1890, and the population reached 9500 by 1892. 

The boom-town mentality, of course, brought promoters out from all 
directions, including one or two from U. S. cities. Moncton promoters, seeing 
that Saint John, New Brunswick, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, had had horse-
drawn streetcars since the 1860s, and were electrifying them about 1890, 
were asking, why not Moncton? 

If the motto "resurgo" applies to the city, then it also applies to the 
streetcar situation in Moncton. 

C O V E R P H O T O : This Photograph by Percy Grande! Sr. shows one of the Moncton 
streetcars (built by the Boston Elevated Railway) on Harpers Lane at the corner of 
King Street in the autumn of 1912. This single-truck closed-side trolley was one of 
four which had been bought by H. N. Price. The gentlemen standing beside the car 
are John Caudet, motorman, and Eloi Surette, conductor. 

- City of Moncton Museum Collection 
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THE FIRST SYSTEM 1896 -1897 
Moncton Electric Street Railway, Heat and Power Company 

A group of American speculators convinced the provincial 
legislature in 1887 to pass an act known as Victoria 50, 
Chapter 64, to charter The Moncton Street Railway. This 
charter permitted the company to build on the streets of 
both the town of Moncton and the surrounding parish, and 
to use steam power with the approval of the town council. 
This proposal quickly faded. 

By 1890, a group of local businessmen started to 
push for a new street railway charter. Among them was 
John L. Harris, a prominent and prestigious businessman in 
Moncton. He had been the promoter instrumental in the 
construction of the Moncton Sugar Refinery in 1879 and 
remained its president until 1893. 

While there were plenty of objections to the Harris-
led company's wish for a 40-year street railway monopoly, 
the New Brunswick legislature favoured the new company 
on April 23, 1890, when a provincial act recorded as 
Victoria 53, Chapter 74, created The Moncton Electric 
Tram-way Company. This company was to construct a 
single-track railway with the necessary side tracks, as 
required for the passage of cars along various streets as 
approved by the town and county councils. The gauge of 

this line was to be what is now considered standard 
gauge, four feet eight and a half inches. 

Another three years passed and there was still only 
talk about a tram system for Moncton. The provincial legis­
lature passed "An Act to Amend The Act To Incorporate 
The Moncton Electric Tram-way Company" on April 15, 
1893, permitting a three-year extension for the start of 
construction of the street railway. 

Then, on April 24, 1894, the provincial politicians 
enacted Victoria 56, Chapter 76, with the self-explanatory 
title, "An Act to Amend The Act Entitled 'An Act to 
Amend The Act to Incorporate The Moncton Electric Tram­
way Company'." This act permitted a change in the cor­
poration's name to the "Moncton Electric Street Railway, 
Heat and Power Company." The other change made was to 
permit the company to produce and sell electricity. A 
meeting of the stockholders was held on April 8, 1896, 
and John L. Harris was appointed president. 

There was a flurry of activities for the next few days 
as the company proceeded to purchase land on the south 
side of Main Street at King Street for the construction of 
their powerhouse and car shed. There were those who 

Moncton Electric Railway Company Car No. S: Shown on Intercolonial Railway of Canada flatcar 5419. 
- Robert R. Brown Collection, supplied by Doug Brown. 
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Moncton Electric Street Railway, Heat and Power Company 1896-1897 

g r u m b l e d abou t th i s l a n d p u r c h a s e , s ince the p r o p e r t y w a s 
o w n e d b y J o h n L . H a r r i s a n d h i s b r o the r , C . H a r r i s , i n 
pa r tne r sh i p w i t h E . T a y l o r . 

C o m p a n y a n d d t y o f f i da l s spent some t i m e d i s cuss ing 
the c ond i t i ons o f the c o n s t r u c t i p n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e o f the 
street r a i l w a y t r acks o n d t y streets. T h e r e su l t w a s agree­
m e n t tha t the c o m p a n y w o u l d r e m o v e the s n o w f r o m the 
streets a l o n g i t s r ou t e , tha t i t w o u l d n o t use sal t o n the 
streets, except at sw i t ches a n d o n curves , a n d tha t the 
c o m p a n y w o u l d s u p p l y , i n s t a l l , a n d m a i n t a i n the e l e c t r i ca l 
po les a l o n g the r o u t e , a n d l e t the d t y use t h e m j o i n t l y . 
T h e d t y h i r e d J o h n E d d i n g t o n , a d v i l eng inee r , to p ro t ec t 
i ts in teres ts as the l i n e w a s b m l t . 

These ac t i v i t i es d i m a x e d at 1 0 : 0 0 a .m . o n A p r i l 1 5 , 
1 8 9 6 , as a h u n d r e d peop l e g a the r ed at the site o f tire n e w 
p o w e r h o u s e to h ea r a f ew shor t addresses, f o l l o w e d by the 
t u r n i n g o f t h e f i rst s od for the street r a i l w a y . T h e 
s p e d a t o r s r e s p o n d e d w i t h cheers for M r . H a r r i s a n d the 
m a y o r . It w a s s ta ted tha t w o r k w o u l d n o t p r o c e e d for a 
f ew weeks - u n t i l t h e g r o u n d w a s d r i e r a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n 
eas ier . T h e sod t u r n i n g w a s h e l d o n th is date m a i n l y to 
c o m p l y w i t h the t e rms o f the char te r . 

Res iden ts o f M o n c t o n w h o w e r e ou t s t r o l l i n g o n 
M a i n S t ree t j u s t wes t o f the I n t e r c o l o n i a l R a i l w a y (I.C.R.) 
h u e o n T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 3 0 , 1 8 9 6 , got the i r first l o o k at 
J . T . Forbes a n d h i s s treet r a i l w a y w o r k g a n g l a y i n g t r a ck 
t ies o n M a i n S t ree t n e a r A r c h i b a l d Street . 

G . O . D u n h a m h a d b e e n a w a r d e d the con t rac t to 
cons t ruc t the n e w p o w e r h o u s e a n d car shed . H i s g ang o f 
m e n s tar ted w o r k o n th is f r ame b u i l d i n g , w h i c h m e a s u r e d 
6 4 feet b y 65 feet, about M a y 2 0 , 1 8 9 6 . M r . D u n h a m ' s 
w o r k e r s spent the l o n g w a r m s u m m e r days b u s i l y p l a c i n g 
the c o r ruga t ed i r o n c l a d d i n g o n the ou ts ide w a l l s o f the 
p o w e r h o u s e . 

B y ea r l y J u l y 1 8 9 6 , the t racks a n d po l e - l i n e w o r k o n 
the 12 000- foot (214-miLe) m a i n l i n e w e r e n e a r i n g 
c o m p l e t i o n . T h e r o u t e o f th is first s t ree tcar sys t em i n 
M o n c t o n is s h o w n above . T h e s m a l l c i r c u l a r r o u t e shows 
w h y th is s ys t em w a s l o c a l l y r e f e r r ed to ove r the years as 
" T h e M e r r y G o - R o u n d . " 

T h e l o c a l s i d e w a l k s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s w e r e o u t i n force 
at the c o m e r o f K i n g a n d M a i n streets o n M o n d a y , J u l y 
2 0 , to w a t c h the w o r k gangs erect the smokes tack for the 

n e w p o w e r h o u s e . T h e n e w n i n e - t o n , 125-horsepower 
M o n a r c h b o i l e r a n d 100 -ho r s epowe r R o b b A r m s t r o n g eng ine 
f r o m R o b b E n g i n e e r i n g o f A m h e r s t , N o v a Sco t i a , a r r i v ed 
the n e x t day . i R o b b E n g i n e e r i n g w o r k e r s p roceeded over 
the n e x t t w o w e e k s to i n s t a l l the p o w e r h o u s e m a c h i n e r y . 

T h e I n t e r c o l o n i a l d e l i v e r e d the f i rst s t reetcar to 
M o n c t o n o n F r i d a y e v e n i n g , A u g u s t 7, 1 8 9 6 . T h i s streetcar 
was b u i l t b y R h o d e s , C u r r y a n d C o m p a n y o f A m h e r s t , 
N o v a Sco t i a . T h e w o r k e r s u s e d the n e x t th ree days to p u t 
the f i n a l t ouches o n the n e w en te rp r i s e that w o u l d m a k e 
M o n c t o n the e n v y o f m a n y c i t i es . 

T h e s t ree tcar l o o p , as s h o w n o n the m a p , was 
t h r o u g h the c e n t r a l pa r t o f M o n c t o n . F r o m the c a r b a r n i n 
the southeast q u a d r a n t at K i n g Stree t , t h e l i n e ex t ended 
wes t o n M a i n Street . N e a r A r c h i b a l d Street , the n e w l i n e 
crossed the In t e r co l on ia l ' s m a i n l i n e t r ack n m n i n g east 
f r o m M o n c t o n to T r a r o , N o v a Sco t i a , a n d b e y o n d . A coup l e 
o f shor t b l o c k s wes t o f th is c ross ing , i n front o f the 
B r u n s w i c k H o t e l at the c o m e r o f H i g h f i e l d Stree t , the 
street r a i l w a y h a d one o f i t s t w o pas s ing t racks . It w e n t 
wes t ano the r b l o c k o n M a i n S t ree t to W e l d o n Street , 
w h e r e the street r a i l w a y t r a c k s w u n g n o r t h t owards St. 
George Street . A t S t . George Street , the t racks s w u n g east 
a g a i n . O n e n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e r e f e r r ed to a t u m o u r f r o m 
the m a i n l i n e tha t w a s i n s t a l l e d at the co rne r o f W e l d o n 
a n d St . Geo rge streets, b u t n o r e a s o n w a s g i v e n for this 
i n s t a l l a t i o n . O n St . Geo rge St ree t n e a r L u t z Street , the 
street r a i l w a y crossed the I .C .R . a g a in . T h e second pass ing 
t r a ck w a s l o c a t e d n e a r Bo t s f o rd Street . A t the east e n d of 
St . George Stree t , the streetcars t u m e d s ou th at the 
j u n c t i o n o f U n i o n St ree t ( n o w M o u n t a i n Road ) onto K i n g 
Stree t a n d b a c k to the c a r b a m . A p h o t o o f M a i n Street 
t a k e n d u r i n g th i s p e r i o d i nd i ca t e s that the street r a i l w a y 
t racks i n M o n c t o n , l i k e m a n y systems, h a d the ra i l s 
p r o t m d i n g abou t t w o i n ches above the s u r r o u n d i n g street. 

A success fu l t r i a l t r i p a r o u n d the l oop was ca r r i ed 
ou t u n d e r the cover o f da rkness j u s t be fore m i d n i g h t o n 
M o n d a y , A u g u s t 10 , 1 8 9 6 , b u t Tuesday , A u g u s t 1 1 , was 
the day tha t m a n y w e r e w a i t i n g for : the f o r m a l o p e n i n g of 
the M o n c t o n E l e c t r i c S t ree t R a i l w a y , H e a t a n d P o w e r C o m ­
pany ' s l i n e . T h e first o f f i c ia l ca r that a n n o u n c e d the 
c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e en te rp r i s e to the c i t i z ens o f M o n c t o n left 
the p o w e r h o u s e at the foot o f K i n g Stree t shor t l y after 
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8 :00 a . i n . T h e car w a s c r o w d e d w i t h representa t i ves o f the 
d t y a n d others w h o , at t he i n v i t a t i o n o f the c o m p a n y 
d i rec tors , en joyed the d i s t i n c t i o n o f pa s s ing o v e r the r o a d 
as pa r t i t s f o r m a l o p e n i n g . M r . H a r r i s a c t ed as the m o t o r -
m a n to gu i d e the f i rst ca r o u t o f the K i n g Stree t ca rhouse . 

Se rv i c e h a d to s tar t w i t h o n l y one car , as th is w a s 
a l l tha t h a d b e e n f o r w a r d e d f r o m R h o d e s a n d C u r r y . T h i s 
car. w a s g r ea t l y a d m i r e d as i t passed u p M a i n Stree t o n i ts 
f irst t r i p . It w a s s i m i l a r i n d e s i g n a n d f i n i s h to those u s e d 
b y the H a l i f a x E l e c t r i c R a i l w a y C o m p a n y , w i t h the 
e x c e p t i o n tha t M o n c t o n ' s car h a d a c l osed ves t i bu l e , w h i c h 
p r o v i d e d m u c h m o r e comfo r t for the m o t o r m a n i n the 
w i n t e r season . A s th is car passed u p M a i n Street , cheers 
w e n t u p f r o m k n o t s o f d t i z e n s , w h o r e a l i s ed that at las t 
the e l ec t r i c r a i l w a y i n M o n c t o n w a s a n a c c o m p l i s h e d fact. 
T h e r i de r s o f the f i rst t r i p s c o m p l i m e n t e d the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f the r o a d b e d , w h i c h w a s c ons t ruc t ed i n o n l y 4 7 days 
r m d e r the s u p e r v i s i o n o f M r . Fo rbes . R i d e r s r e m a r k e d tha t 
the w o r k w a s r e m a r k a b l y t h o r o u g h , espec ia l l y w h e n the 
short c o n s t r u c t i o n t i m e w a s cons ide r ed . 

It was r e p o r t e d tha t some 1 2 5 0 fares w e r e co l l e c t ed 
o n o p e n i n g day , b u t c o n s i d e r i n g tha t the car w a s c r o w d e d 
n e a r l y a l l day , i t w a s e s t ima t ed tha t at least 2 0 0 0 en joyed 
a t u r n a r o u n d t o w n over the l i n e . 

T h e en t i r e e l e c t r i c a l w o r k fo r the M o n c t o n t r a m sys­
t e m w a s u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n o f N o r m a n Ross , a n eng inee r 
for the C a n a d i a n G e n e r a l E l e c t r i c C o m p a n y . H e d i r e c t ed a l l 
o f the w i r i n g a n d r a i l b o n d i n g , a n d he w a s c o m p l i m e n t e d 
o n h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f h i s bus iness . M r . Ross t ook charge 
o f the m o t o r d u r i n g the o p e n i n g t r i p a n d r e m a i n e d i n 
M o n c t o n to oversee the ope ra t i ons for about t e n days. 

W h i l e the t r a m c o m p a n y r ea l i s ed tha t serv ice w i t h , 
one car w o u l d n o t be as g o o d as w i t h a d d i t i o n a l ones, i t 
d e c i d ed i t w o u l d c o n t i n u e serv i ce after the o p e n i n g cere­
m o n i e s w i t h the s ing l e car u n t i l o thers a r r i v ed . 

M o n c t o n h a d t r a m serv i ce for t w o days be fore the 
I n t e r c o l o n i a l R a i l w a y r a i s ed conce rns abou t the safety o f 
the i r t r a ins at the d i a m o n d cross ings . Because o f these 
concerns , the I .C .R. i n s i s t ed tha t the d i a m o n d s be r e m o v e d . 
So the d i a m o n d s o n M a i n a n d St . George streets w e r e 
r e m o v e d , w i t h the r e su l t t ha t the street r a i lway ' s l o o p w a s 
cu t i n t w o . T h e street r a i l w a y h a d some l u c k , as the i r 
s e cond s t ree tcar h a d a r r i v e d o n T h u r s d a y , the same day as 
the d i a m o n d s w e r e r e m o v e d . F i v e days l a t e r , one w e e k 
after the f o r m a l o p e n i n g , the street r a i l w a y h a d i ts s e cond 
car wes t o f the r a i l w a y , thus p e r m i t t i n g one car to operate 
o n ea ch s ide o f the I .C .R. . 

Bes ides the squabb les w i t h the I .C.R. , the street 
r a i l w a y h a d a n u m b e r o f t e e t h i n g p r ob l ems at the p o w e r ­
house , i n c l u d i n g c r a c k e d p i s t ons i n t h e i r eng ines o n seve ra l 
occas ions, a n d the f a i lu r e o f t h e i r p o w e r d y n a m o . M o r e 
t e e th ing p r o b l e m s o c c u r r e d w h e n C a r N o . 3 was . t a k e n out 
o f serv ice o n M o n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 1 , a p p a r e n t l y w i t h a 
bmmed -ou t m o t o r . 

A f t e r abou t a m o n t h , peace w a s m a d e w i th - the 
I .C.R. , a n d o n F r i d a y , S e p t e m b e r 18 , 1 8 9 6 , the d i a m o n d 
cross ings w e r e b a c k i n serv ice . T h i s f o l l o w e d a t r i p to 
O t t a w a b y M r . H a r r i s a n d secre tary - t reasurer R . A . B o r d e n 
to o b t a i n suppo r t f r o m the g o v e r n m e n t au thor i t i e s to have 
the I .C.R. r ep lace the d i a m o n d s . 

T i cke t s for the t r a m s c o u l d be p u r c h a s e d e i the r f r o m 
the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at the p o w e r h o u s e or f r o m the c o n ­
ductors o n the s treetcars . O r d i n a r y t i cke ts w e r e s i x for 25 
cents. " L i m i t e d t i c k e t s , " g o o d for c e r t a i n h o u r s as l i s t e d o n 
the t i cke ts , w e r e e i gh t f o r 2 5 cents . L i m i t e d t i ckets c o u l d 

also be u s e d b y c h i l d r e n u n d e r 12 yea rs o f age at a l l 
t imes . 

S t ree t car serv ice h a d s ta r t ed o n a schedu le o f 10 -
m i n u t e headways . T h e serv i ce w a s i m p r o v e d o n M o n d a y , 
S ep t embe r 2 8 , w h e n the h e a d w a y w a s r e d u c e d to e ight 
m i n u t e s . T h i s n e w s chedu l e m e a n t tha t a s t ree tcar h a d to 
m a k e the l oop i n 16 m i n u t e s , d o w n f r o m the p r e v i ous 2 0 
m i n u t e s . 

B y ea r l y Oc t o be r 1 8 9 6 , the s t ree tcar conduc to rs a n d 
m o t o r m e n w e r e s een s p o r t i n g n a t t y n e w u n i f o r m s w h i c h 
added a p ro f ess i ona l t o u c h to t h e i r appea rance as off icers 
o f the c o m p a n y . 

M o d e m t e chno l o gy a lways has i t s de t rac tors a n d , as 
v a r i o u s repor ts i n d i c a t e d , the ho rse a p p e a r e d to h e one o f 
t h e m i n the case o f the M o n c t o n t r a m s . It w a s a lmos t as 
i f t h e y k n e w tha t the n e w e l e c t r i c s t ree tcar w a s a n i n -
t m s i o n i n t o t h e i r l o n g - s t a n d i n g d o m a i n o f p o w e r i n g 
v eh i c l e s . W h i l e m a n y repor ts o f f r i gh t ened horses m a d e the 
newspape r , the re w a s one s tory tha t w a s i n t e r e s t i n g i n 
that the horse d i d n o t p l a y f a v o m i t i s m to m a n ' s soc ia l 
c lasses. 

A horse w a s le f t s t a n d i n g n e a r the c o m e r o f M a i n 
a n d L u t z streets o n a F r i d a y e v e n i n g i n N o v e m b e r 1 8 9 6 . A 
s treetcar app roached , a n d the ho rse b e c a m e f r i gh t ened a n d 
b a c k e d t h r o u g h the plate-g laSs w i n d o w of A l d e r m a n W . D . 
M a r t i n ' s off ice. A t the n e x t C i t y C o u n c i l m e e t i n g . A l d e r m a n 
M a r t i n r a i s ed h i s p r o b l e m , a s k i n g i f the street r a i l w a y w a s 
l i ab l e a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r char t e r for a n y damage done to 
the p r o p e r t y o f b u s i n e s s m e n o f the c i t y . 

S ca r ed horses a n d p late-g lass w i n d o w s w e r e n ' t the o n l y 
casua l ty o f the s t ree tcar o p e r a t i o n . T h e r e Were repor ts a n d 
c o mp la in t s o f dogs a n d c h i l d r e n c h a s i n g the streetcars or 
t r y i n g to hass le the d r i v e rs . O n e day i n D e c e m b e r 1 8 9 6 , i t 
was r epo r t ed tha t a p i g e o n c ame to g r i e f w h i l e s u n n i n g 
i t se l f o n the street r a i l w a y t racks . It w a s s i t t i ng i n the 
w a r m s u n o n the t r a c k as the car app roached , b u t i t 
s tayed a m o m e n t too l o n g a n d w a s m o d i f i e d i n t o t w o h a l f 
b i r d s . E a r l y i n J a n u a r y 1 8 9 7 , th ree dogs p l a y i n g o n the 
t racks w e r e l u c k i e r , w h e n i t w a s r e p o r t e d tha t M o t o r m a n 
L a v i n " r e v e r s ed the l e v e r " a n d w a s ab le to stop c l ear o f 
the dogs. 

S t ree tcar N o . 2 r a n o f f the t r a c k o n St . George 
Stree t n e a r the I .C .R. c ross ing at about 7 :00 a .m . o n 
M o n d a y , F e b m a r y 8, 1 8 9 7 , a n d i t t o o k three h o u r s to 
r ep lace i t . T h e cause w a s r e p o r t e d to have b e e n sleet o n 
the ra i l s . 

E v i d e n c e ind i ca t es that M r . H a r r i s w a n d e r e d a r o u n d 
M o n c t o n t r y i n g to p r o m o t e ridership o n h i s streetcars. It is 
sa id tha t he c a r r i e d a s u p p l y o f bus iness cards b e a r i n g 
s u c h s logans as, " R i d e the S t ree tcar , a n d save t i m e , " a n d 
he w o u l d pass these out to p eop l e he me t . 

T h e c o m p a n y i n the s p r i n g o f 1 8 9 7 i s sued a str ic t 
w a m i n g to the m o t o r m e n to p r o h i b i t passengers f r o m 
riding i n the v es t ibu l es o f the • cars . T h e city 's newspapers 
r e m i n d e d pa t r ons o f th is a n d suggested tha t they s h o u l d be 
ca re fu l a n d n o t i n f r i n g e o n the k i n d n e s s o f the m o t o r m e n . 

T h e c i t i z ens o f M o n c t o n spent the s p r i n g o f 1 8 9 7 
b e i n g b o m b a r d e d w i t h the r u m o u r tha t the street r a i l w a y 
c o m p a n y w o u l d b e , e x t e n d i n g i ts l i n e to L e w i s v i l l e a n d 
S u n n y B r a e . R u m o u r s the p r e v i o u s f a l l w e r e about ex­
t e n d i n g s t ree tcar l i n es i n t o the c i ty 's wes t . e n d f r o m the 
" M e r r y G o - R o u n d . " N e i t h e r e x t ens i on w a s ever c a r r i ed out . 

T h e first s igns o f financial p r o b l e m s for the M o n c t o n 
t r ams appe a r e d i n m i d - J u n e 1 8 9 7 , w h e n a n i m p o r t a n t 
spec ia l m e e t i n g o f the d i r ec to rs w a s ca l l ed . The r e m u s t 
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have b e e n c o n f u s i o n a m o n g the c i t i z ens , s ince M r . Fo rbes , 
the t r a c k superv i so r , w a s s een b u s y w i t h h i s t r a c k g a n g 
l i f t i n g s w i t c h p o i n t s a n d p u t t i n g t h e ' r o a d b e d i n g o o d o rde r 
w h i l e the re w a s t a l k o f t h e street r a i l w a y c l o s ing because 
o f m o n e y p r o b l e m s . T h e r e w a s also t a l k a r o u n d t o w n tha t 
a c l o s i n g w a s b e i n g f o r c ed b y the I .C.R. , w h o w e r e 
t h r e a t e n i n g to r e m o v e the d i a m o n d t r a c k cross ings a g a in . 
T h e I .C .R . c l e a r ed the a i r p a r t i a l l y w h e n they s ta ted tha t 
they w o u l d n o t r e m o v e the d i a m o n d s . Th i s w a s o n the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g tha t the street r a i l w a y w o u l d hav e i t s 
conduc to r s get of f the s treetcars a n d l o o k u p a n d d o w n 
the t r a ck to ensu r e tha t the re w e r e n o t r a ins i n s ight 
be fore they c rossed . 

M a t t e r s s i m m e r e d over the s u m m e r w i t h count l ess 
r u m o u r s abou t the fu tu re o f the s treetcars a n d w h o w a s to 
b l a m e fo r w h a t . T h e I .C.R. , o n S e p t e m b e r 18 , 1 8 9 7 , w r o t e 
a n o p e n l e t t e r to the street r a i l w a y d i rec tors s t a t ing tha t 
they w o u l d n o t p u s h the i s sue o f the d i a m o n d cross ings . 
T h e street r a i l w a y m a d e a p u b l i c a n n o u n c e m e n t tha t they 
w o u l d n o t stop r u n n m g cars at tha t t i m e . 

A b o u t the same t i m e , M r . H a r r i s w a s r e p o r t e d to 
have s a i d tha t the street r a i l w a y c o m p a n y e s t ima t ed i t 
w o u l d lose $ 1 5 0 0 p e r y ea r , w h i l e h i s o w n v i e w w a s tha t 
the loss w o u l d h e $ 2 0 0 0 . It w a s r e a l i s ed that the street 
r a i l w a y w a s a n e w v e n t u r e , w i t h a v e r y short r o u t e , a n d 
i t s h o u l d be expec t ed tha t for a f e w years i t w o u l d lose 
m o n e y . T h e o p t i m i s m w a s tha t there w a s l i t t l e doub t tha t 
i f the sys t em w a s e x p a n d e d , i t w o u l d have a be t t e r chance 
o f e v e n t u a l l y m a k i n g a pro f i t , w M l e a s i m i l a r s ta t ement 
c o u l d n o t be m a d e o p t i m i s t i c a l l y about the short d o w n t o w n 
l o op . 

B y S e p t e m b e r 1 8 9 7 , the street r a i l w a y p l e a d e d tha t i t 
w a s n o t p a y i n g a n d w i s h e d . to d rop the conduc to r s . T h e 
f ede ra l d e p a r t m e n t o f r a i l w a y s a n d cana ls t h e n agreed tha t 
the m o t o r m e n c o u l d l eave t h e i r cars a n d w a l k out to 
check the I C R . c ross ings for a p p r o a c h i n g t r a ins , t h e n 
r e t u r n to the i r t r ams a n d p r o c e e d . 

N e w s r epor t s b y O c t obe r 15 s ta ted that the street 
r a i w a y h a d d i spensed w i t h the serv ices o f conduc to rs . 
C o u p l e d w i t h the e l i m i n a t i o n o f c onduc to r s , the c o m p a n y 
i n t r o d u c e d a depos i t o r y for fares i n the cars . T h e 
depos i t o r y w a s at the m o t o r m a n ' s e n d o f the cars . T h e 
newspape r s r e m i n d e d p e op l e tha t the m o t o r m a n c o u l d be 
saved cons ide rab l e t r o u b l e i f pa t r ons w o u l d depos i t t h e i r 
fares i m m e d i a t e l y o n e n t e r i n g the cars. 

T h e f i n a l s t rugg l e to k e e p the shor t - l i v ed street r a i l ­
w a y a l i ve c a m e i n e a r l y D e c e m b e r . It w a s r e p o r t e d i n the 
M o n c t o n Daily Transcript o n Tuesday , D e c e m b e r 7, 1 8 9 7 , 
tha t : 

. . . The Monc t on streetcars have not i n the past been 
declar ing a very remunerative d iv idend, but rather the 
reverse i t is alleged, their l iabi l i t ies hav ing mul t ip l i ed . 
Three weeks ago i t was decided to close up the 
ra i lway ow ing to the discouragingly smal l receipts. The 
month of November 1897, however, be ing an usual ly 
wet month , one of the directors, no doubt act ing on 
behal f of his confreres and not w i sh ing to see the 
ra i lway d o s e d down, made an offer to the motormen 
and other employees o f the road that i f they w o u l d 
run the cars and pay a l l expenses they could divide 
proport ional ly among themselves the receipts^ The 
employees readi ly recognised that there was no 
Klond3dce i n the proposit ion hut, hav ing no- other 
immediate emplo3Tnent and not car ing to he 
unceremoniously th rown out of work, accepted the 
proposit ion. The i r venture resulted as ant idpated . 

Dur ing the past three weeks they have as a matter of 
fact hard ly made enough money to pay their hoard 
and there is not the slightest doubt that the first snow 
storm w i l l put an end to the operat ion of streetcars i n 
Monc t on for the present i f not for some t ime. This is a 
regrettable fact. The 'streetcar system has been a great 
convenience to many, and besides be ing a pleasant 
mode of conveyance has put a busy and businesslike 
aspect on the d t y at large. The A l p h a and Omega of 
the reasons that they have not been a success 
finandally is the apparent impossib i l i ty of educating the 
dt i zens i n the l ine of patronage. W h e n the cars first 
started there were three regular motormen and three 
conductors. The salary pa id the motormen and conduc­
tors was not large, hut the reverse, rather smal l . 

A part icular instance of the extent of patronage might 
he given. One night recently one of the streetcars ran 
from 6:00 p .m. un t i l 8:30 p .m. and the register only 
indicated four fares. O n another occasion a car made 
four r ound trips, fifteen minutes to a trip, and not a 
single passenger l oomed i n sight, and one morning, a 
car ran from 8:00 a.m. un t i l 12:00 noon w i t h the 
register po int ing to seven fares, two or three of w h i c h 
were children's fares of two cents each. These receipts 
do not go a very great ways towards l iqu idat ing the 
cost of coal consumed, the e lec tr idty uti l ised and the 
wear and tear on machinery. It is certainly to he 
regretted that such is the actual state of affairs 
characterising the Monc ton street rai lway. 

S a t u r d a y n i g h t , D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1 8 9 7 , one year a n d 
f ou r m o n t h s after the g a l a o p e n i n g , the M o n c t o n Street 
R a i l w a y d o s e d . T h e first s ta tements w e r e that the l i n e was 
c l o s ing for the w i n t e r , b u t th is t e m p o r a r y t e r m became 
p e r m a n e n t . 

T h e l o c a l pape r s c a r r i e d the p o s t m o r t e m o n M o n d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 1 3 , 1 8 9 7 : " T h e d i f f i cu l t y is n o t tha t the peop l e 
o f M o n c t o n are n o t w i l l i n g to pa t r on i s e the r o a d b u t that 
the d r c u i t is so s m a l l tha t i n the ma jo r i t y o f cases i t was 
q u i c k e r to w a l k d o w n , o r u p one o f the s ide streets t h a n 
to ride a r o u n d . " 

T h i n g s got wo r s e as J o h n L . H a r r i s d i e d o n J a n u a r y 
10 , 1 8 9 8 , a n d the street r a i l w a y c o m p a n y w a s left -without 
a s t r ong l eader . T h e J a n u a r y c i t y c o u n d l m e e t i n g was 
addressed b y R. A . B o r d e n , w h o stated that the street 
r a i l w a y c o m p a n y w a s i n d e e d p l a n n i n g to p r o ceed w i t h a n 
ex t ens i on to L e w i s v i l l e , a n d to assist th is v e n t u r e w o u l d 
the C i t y c ons ide r r e d u d n g taxes? 

T h e n e x t c oup l e o f y ea rs w e r e spent i n d iscuss ions , 
a r gumen t s , d a i m s , c oun t e r - c l a ims , a n d proposa ls b y a l l 
par t i es , e s p e d a l l y the C i t y C o u n d l a n d the M o n c t o n E l e c ­
t r i c S t ree t R a i l w a y , H e a t a n d P o w e r C o m p a n y . 

T h e t w o l o c a l n ewspape r s , w M l e n o t f l y i ng the same 
p o l i t i c a l f l ag , k e p t the res idents i n f o r m e d o n mat te rs re­
l a t i n g to the street r a i l w a y . T h e M o n c t o n Daily Times 

r e p o r t e d o n the c i t y c o u n d l m e e t i n g o f A p r i l 1 1 , 1 8 9 9 , 
i n d u d i n g the address o f F . W . S u m n e r , a p r o m i n e n t 
b u s i n e s s m a n a n d a d i r ec to r o f the street r a i l w a y c ompany . 

. . . M r . Sumner reviewed the indp i ency of the road 
and h o w the work h a d been pushed forward by the 
late J o h n L. Harr is , to w h o m he pa id a h igh tribute as 
promoter of industries hene f ida l to the City of 
Monc ton . M r . Harr is , he said, was very amdous to have 
this road bui l t . H e w ished the to-wn to go ahead. M r . 
Sumner was w i l l i n g to risk his money i n an enterprise 
whether i t pa id or not . The investors went into the 
bu i l d ing of the road -with the very best motives. There 
is now, M r . Sumner said, a mortgage of $18 000 on 
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the road and st i l l 30 percent to collect. The company 
ran the road at a loss. M r . Sumner pointed out that 
B. F. Pearson (the organiser and promoter of the 
Hal i fax Street Rai lway) h a d heen brought to Monc ton 
and he considered that the d t y is too smal l to sustain 
two plants for electric purposes. M r . Pearson pointed 
out that i f the ra i lway cou ld be extended and that b y 
some means the two plants c ou ld he amalgamated and 
the ra i lway r u n from the same plant and b y the same 
staff, i t w o u l d pay a d iv idend. It w o u l d take $50 000 
to extend the road a n d i t w o u l d require $30 000 to 
modernise the present l i ght ing plant so that i t cou ld 
give Monc t on cheap l ight. 

T h e D a i l y Transcript, a f e w days la te r , c a r r i e d the 
opponents ' v i e w s r e g a r d i n g the street r a i l w a y : 

. . . The street ra i lway company went to aH the 
expense of establ ishing a powerhouse, establishing a 
costly plant and prov id ing a cost ly staff, merely to run 
two cars. There are those who say that the real object 
was to sel l a piece o f l a n d owned by the Harr is 
brothers; hut nobody w U l believe that. The d ty , 
however, made an offer to the Street Ra i lway company 
to provide them w i t h electric power for runn ing two 
cars for sixteen hours each day at $8.50 per day i f the 
Street Ra i lway company provided the generator; and at 
$9.60 per day i f the d t y prov ided the generator. This 
offer the company refused to accept, they bought the 
l and and established its own powerhouse. 

T h e p o l i t i c a l ba t t l es r a g e d a n d the streetcars sat i n 
the c a r b a m at K i n g a n d M a i n streets for ano the r yea r . 

I n 1 9 0 0 , the p r o v i n d a l l e g i s l a tu r e w a s ca l l ed u p o n to 
t r y to get th ings m o v i n g . A n act k n o w n as C h a p t e r 7 3 , 
1 9 0 0 , r e q u i r e d the M o n c t o n E l e c t r i c Stree t R a i l w a y , H e a t 
a n d P o w e r C o m p a n y to p l a c e the street r a i l w a y i n a 
comp l e t e state o f r e p a i r o r r e m o v e a l l ra i l s a n d w i r e , 
u n d e r the threa t tha t the c o m p a n y w o u l d be d i sso l ved . 

S e v e ra l w e l l - a t t e n d e d p u b l i c mee t ings w e r e h e l d i n 
the s p r i n g o f 1901 t o m a k e o n e last a t t empt to r e v i v e the 
street r a i lway , op e r a t i on . T h e newspape r s c a r r i e d n u m e r o u s 
le t ters to the ed i t o r o n the subject , r e p r e s e n t i n g b o t h s ides. 
A t the cen t re was the p r o p o s a l t ha t the d t y purchase the 
street r a i l w a y for $ 1 2 000 . T h e street r a i l w a y c o m p a n y 
cons ide r ed tha t th is w a s a g o o d d ea l tha t the d t y s h o u l d 
accept s ince i t h a d cost $ 4 2 000 to b u i l d the street 
r a i l w a y . Th i s cost w a s m a d e u p o f 2V4 m i l e s o f t rack , the 
eng ine house , t w o cars tha t cost $ 2 0 0 0 each , a s t a t i onary 
eng ine that cost $ 2 0 0 0 , a n d the d y n a m o at $ 2 4 0 0 . 

W h i l e the p l u s s ide for the t akeove r l o o k e d good , i t 
w a s the u n c e r t a i n t y o f the a n n u a l o p e r a t i n g cost to the 
d t y tha t de feated the p r o p o s a l , b u t o n l y after m a n y w o r d s . 

T h e Daily Transcript, o n M o n d a y , M a y 1 3 , 1 9 0 1 , 
c a r r i ed the f o l l o w i n g a r t i d e u n d e r the h e a d i n g " T a k i n g U p 
T h e Stree t R a i l w a y R a i l s : " 

. . . The Electr ic Street Ra i lway Company today started 
a gang of m e n at work taking up the rai ls. M r . 
W i l l i a m B u d d is i n charge and i t is understood that 
two gangs w i n he employed, one starting from We ldon 
and St. George Street comer, the other from the comer 
of M a i n and K ing Streets. The latter gang commenced 
operations this morn ing . A prominent business m a n 
today said that the street ra i lway track h a d cost h i m 
i n the v i c in i ty of $15 or $20 a year for wear and tear 
on wagons. H e was strongly i n favour of good roads 
and stated that he w o u l d not begrudge $40 a year 
extra taxes i f the d t y w o u l d expend the money along 
the l ine of macadamis ing the pr inc ipa l streets of 
Monc ton . 

It w a s r e p o r t e d o n J t m e 5, 1 9 0 1 , tha t a g a n g o f 
m e n h a d s tar ted t a k i n g u p the s t ree tcar ra i l s o n M a i n 
Street . 

T h e f i n a l e n d t o M o n c t o n ' s 16 m o n t h s o f s treetcar 
o p e r a t i o n c ame f ive yea rs a n d one w e e k after the o p e n i n g , 
w h e n o n Sa turday , A u g u s t 17 , 1 9 0 1 , the M o n c t o n Street 
R a i l w a y cars w e r e s h i p p e d to Y a r m o u t h a n d H a l i f a x . 

O n e foo tnote re la tes to the N e w B r u n s w i c k W i r e 
F e nc e C o m p a n y , w h i c h w a s e s tab l i shed o n D e c e m b e r 2 1 , 
1 8 9 8 . T h i s c o m p a n y o c c u p i e d the street r a i lway ' s o r i g i n a l 
c a r b a m a n d p o w e r h o u s e o n the s o u t h s ide o f M a i n Stree t 
at K i n g St ree t for m a n y years . I c a n r e c a l l th is s ing le -
storey, f la t -roo fed s t r uc tu r e , s t i l l w i t h i ts m e t a l c l a d d i n g . 
Th i s b u i l d i n g was d e m o l i s h e d , I b e l i e v e i n the la te 1970s . 

EQUIPMENT ROSTER 

No. 1 - Snow Sweeper 

T h i s car w a s b u i l t i n 1 8 9 6 , a n d l i t t l e m o r e i s k n o w n . T h e 
sweepe r w a s l i k e l y s o l d o r s c r apped a r o u n d 1 9 0 1 , f o l l o w i n g 
the e n d o f o p e r a t i o n . 

Nos. 2 and 3 - Passenger Cars 

T h e f irst o f these cars a r r i v e d i n M o n c t o n o n A u g u s t 7, 
1896 , a n d the s e cond a r r i v e d o n A u g u s t 1 3 . These cars 
w e r e c ons t r a c t ed b y R h o d e s , C u r r y a n d C o m p a n y o f 
A m h e r s t , N o v a Sco t i a . T h e cars w e r e doub l e - ended a n d 
w e r e ea ch e q u i p p e d w i t h t w o 30 -ho r s e po we r e l ec t r i c 
mo t o r s . 

T h e M o n c t o n Daily Times s ta ted tha t the cars w e r e 
s i m i l a r i n d e s i gn a n d f i n i s h to those b u i l t for Ha l i f a x , 
except tha t the M o n c t o n cars h a d c l osed ves t ibu les . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g is a d e s c r i p t i o n o f the . R h o d e s , C u r r y a n d 
C o m p a n y cars tha t w e r e d e l i v e r e d to H a l i f a x i n 1 8 9 6 : 

. . . The exterior of the cars presents a str ikingly 
handsome appearance, be ing finished i n l ight straw 
co lour and Indian red, w h i c h is rel ieved w i t h black 
and a lum inum leaf decorat ion. The inter ior is of 
quartered oak worked into magnif icent designs and the 
mountings are of bright bronze. The upholster ing is a l l 
done i n moha i r goods. The w indows are of fine plate 
glass i n oak sashes, and so arranged that they may he 
dropped down, thus mak ing an open summer car. 
A l o ng the sides are buttons ready to the touch of 
passengers, w h e n it is w ished to stop the car. 
Undemea th the seats are electric heaters. The fronts of 
the cars are provided w i t h safety guards of a 
hasketwork of sheet i ron and i n a posi t ion that i t is 
pract ical ly impossible for a person w h o is knocked 
d o w n b y the cars to get beneath the wheels. Guard 
gates are placed on the platforms so that passengers 
carmot get off on the wrong side of the car. 

B a s e d o n r e s ea r ch b y R o b e r t B r o w n a n d R i c h a r d 
B i n n s , a l l i nd i c a t i o ns are tha t these t w o cars w e r e so ld i n 
1901 to Y a r m o u t h , N o v a Sco t i a . 

Nos. 4 and 5 - Passenger Cars 

N o i n f o r m a t i o n has b e e n f o u n d o n the a r r i v a l or the 
t e c h n i c a l de ta i l s o f these cars . T h e y w e r e so ld to H a l i f a x 
as pa r t o f the d i sposa l o f the assets o f the c o m p a n y , a n d 
w e r e s h i p p e d from M o n c t o n o n A u g u s t 17 , 1 9 0 1 . H a l i f a x 
r e n u m b e r e d the cars as N o s . 3 4 a n d 3 6 . It was n o t e d at 
that t i m e that the cars w e r e b u i l t w i t h r o u n d e d , a lmost 
s e m i - d r c u l a r , ends , w i t h five e n d w i n d o w s . 
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THE S E C O N D SYSTEM 1911-1931 
Moncton Tramway, Electricity and Gas Company 

The first ten years of the twentieth century saw general 
growth in the Moncton area. Albertite, an asphaltic min­
eral, was discovered in Albert County in 1849 and signs of 
oil and gas were present in various areas around Moncton. 
However, it wasn't until 1899 that the New Brunswick 
Petroleum Company was formed to earnestly pursue the 
drilling for oil and gas. Commercial quantities were found 
and several companies became involved. It was the avail­
ability of natural gas and a city market large enough to 
warrant a distribution system that resulted in the word 
"gas" being included in the charter and name of Moncton's 
second streetcar system. Several long-standing business 
names such as Humphrey's Woollen Mills and Marven's 
Biscuits were either established in this period or undertook 
major expansion. 

This period also had its dark moments, with the 
darkest occurring on the night of Saturday, February 24, 
1906, when the Intercolonial Railway of Canada's shops 

burned. These shops were located as shown on the map 
on Page 4, south of the I.C.R.'s station and main line. 
This shop complex had employed 1100 men before the fire 
and while some buildings, including the two roundhouses, 
were spared, it was a major blow to both the railway and 
the city. 

In keeping with Moncton's motto, "resurgo," replace­
ment shops started to rise, not from the ashes, hut from a 
new 200-acre site in the northwest part of the city. Within 
a couple of months of the fire, the land for the new 
shops had been purchased. The first sod for what would 
be "The Shops" for 83 years was turned on July 5, 1906, 
and construction continued for about three years. 

Meanwhile, back on the public transit scene, while 
the tracks and streetcars had heen gone from Moncton for 

almost a decade, the street railway charter remained, and 
the thoughts of constructing a new system were periodi­
cally promoted. The advancements in electrical technology 
and expansion of its use, coupled with the prospects of 
substantial monetary returns from urban natural gas distri­
bution was just to much to resist. So, the New Brunswick 
Legislature was asked to pass a new piece of legislation. 

Chapter 76, dated May 11, 1910, amended the char­
ter of the Moncton Electric Street Railway, Heat and 
Power Company by renaming it the Moncton Tramway, 
Electricity and Gas Company Limited. This act, also restored 
the city electric and gas utilities to private enterprise after 
15 years under public ownership. Since electricity wasn't 
seen as an essential service in this period, debates over 
and changes in ownership of utilities were quite common. 
Moncton, in the days of the Moncton Electric Street Rail­
way, Heat and Power Company, had had both private and 
public electric utility companies. The city filled the utility 

gap following the closure of the 
street railway. Electricity and manu­
factured gas by 1910 had a new 
competitor in Moncton in the form 
of abundant natural gas from nearby 
wells. It was agreed that the new 
company would control both. The 
transfer of the city electric light and 
gas plant to the new company took 
place on March 26, 1911. The scene 
was set to undertake the construction 
of a street railway system that would 
meet the needs of the city, which by 
1911, had a population of 11 333. 
There was optimism that both the 
population and the street railway 
would grow. 

Street railway surveyors braved 
the cold in the first days of March 
1911 to survey the entire route and 
establish the positions of the various 
loops and crossings for the proposed 
line. In view of the construction of 
the new I.C.R. shops, the company, 
following discussions with their own 
engineers and the I.C.R., agreed that 
it would prepare an application to be 
submitted for city council approval 

that would authorise the construction of a line along John 
Street to a point as near as possible to the new shops. 

E. A. Mitchell was hired as the consulting engineer, 
with W. C. Ritchie being set up as resident engineer for 
the company. Plans for the special trackwork were pre­
pared and sent to the manufacturers. Tenders for the con­
struction of the permanent roadbed and overhead work 
were advertised. Contractors had until March 14, 1911, to 
submit their tenders. While the contract documents were 
sent to several of the province's largest contractors, local 
contractors also picked up copies of the plans and 
specifications. 

The announcement was made in late April 1911 that 
the company had purchased a piece of land together with 
its buildings on the west side of Mechanic Street, north of 

I.C.R. crossing. Main Street: Street r a i lway d i a m o n d under cons t ruc t i on . 
- City of Moncton Collection 
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the I.C.R. wharf track. The property had been formerly 
owned and occupied by W. H . Edgett. It was rumoured 
that the company paid about $12 000 for the property. 
The large brick building adjacent to the track was used by 
the company as their main office to replace their previous 
quarters at 759 Main Street. Considerable alterations and 
improvements were undertaken to ensure the offices were 
thoroughly up-to-date in every respect. This building also 
housed offices for the city's former water and light de­
partment, which was transferred to the company with 
privatisation. Part of the building was converted to provide 
storage of the company's supplies for operating the power 
station, and for field construction and maintenance work. 

The Mechanic Street site also had a timber house, 
stables, and barns that were removed to permit the erec­
tion of the car sheds. With the acquisition of this site, the 
company stated that there was enough space for car sheds 
sufficient to maintain an adequate service of cars through­
out the city and district for the next 20 years. The car-
house was constructed with three complete lines for in­
spection and a capacity of ten cars. 

The Daily Times reported on Wednesday, April 26, 
1911, that the tramway company was erecting the poles 
for the trolley wire along King Street and Union Street. 

Mr. Ritchie, the street railway's resident engineer, left 
Moncton on August 5, 1911, for New York, where he 
spent a few days arranging purchases for the Moncton en­
terprise. It was reported on his return that the company 
would secure their rails from the United States Steel 
Company of Pittsburgh, as their steel was considered to be 
of the best quality. 

Weldon's Employment Agency placed an advertisement 
in the local papers in the middle of August looking for 
workers to work on the Moncton street railway. They 
needed one foreman who understood concrete work and 
rail laying, as well as 100 labourers. 

The Daily Times reported on Thursday, August 17, 
1911, exactly 10 years after the streetcars of the first sys­
tem left town, that work on the street railway track had 
started that morning. Construction started on John Street, 
near the I.C.R.'s new shops, with about 60 
men. The work proceeded east along John 
Street to High Street, then down High 
Street to Main Street. The account contin­
ued that the work would be rushed, and 
that, while the rails were not expected to 
be delivered for another two weeks, the 
company had all the ties on hand that it 
needed. 

The first shipment of rails arrived on 
Saturday, September 30, 1911, one month 
after they were expected. The company 
commenced to lay these rails immediately 
and announced that, providing that there 
were no further delays, the cars would be 
running by November 15. 

Thursday, October 12, was an impor­
tant day for the street railway, as the 
I.C.R. delivered their four new electric 
streetcars. While new to Moncton, these 
cars were purchased second-hand in the 
United States. They had been refurnished, 
repainted, and lettered for Moncton. By the 
weekend, the I.C.R. had switched the 
streetcars down on the wharf track near the 

unfinished Mechanic Street carhouse. The streetcars were 
unloaded from flatcars on Monday, October 16, and were 
placed in the carhouse by the following Friday. 

Nearly a mile of track had heen laid by the middle 
of October, and a considerable number of power poles 
were in place, with the support cables ready for the trolley 
catenary. The power supply and controlling switch-hoard 
had heen tested, proving that it had a capacity of 75 
amperes in the 500- to 600-volt range. 

By October 25, excavation work was stopped on 
Main Street at Highfield, and the company started to place 
planking while waiting for the next shipment of rails. Over 
the next two weeks, track was extended east on Main 
Street and a connection was made to the carhouse on 
Mechanic Street. 

Wednesday afternoon, November 15, 1911, the first 
streetcar appeared in public, fitted with a new American-
style electric headlight, for a test run on Mechanic Street 
between the carhouse and Main Street. It was confined to 
this short run since that was all the trolley wire that was 
in place. 

The crews were at work the following Monday 
evening stringing the trolley wire along Main Street in the 
downtown area. Shortly after the trolley wires had been 
placed across the railway track, an I.C.R. freight train 
came along, and the forward brakeman, who was standing 
on a box car, struck the wire and was knocked down. 
Fortunately, he was able to cling to the top of the car and 
escaped serious injury. The I.C.R. immediately telegraphed 
out along the line to inform all incoming train crews 
about the wire until tell-tales could be erected. 

The street railway company, despite the cold and 
unfavourable weather of the last days of November, had 
crews at work day and night, rushing the finishing touches 
on the system. On Tuesday night, November 28, one crew 
of men was engaged in tightening the trolley wires and 
another crew put in the diamond crossing of the I.C.R. on 
Main Street. 

The Thursday, November 30, 1911, issue of the Daily 
Times reported that the first car to pass over the street 

ki 

Moncton Tramway, Electricity and Gas Company Car No. 6: Taken after the 
1922 conve rs i on to right h an d motor v eh i c l e ope ra t i on . It appears to be on the 
eastern por t ion of M a i n Street. 

- Robert R. Brown Collection, supplied by Doug Brown. 
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r a i l w a y c ons t ruc t ed b y the M o n c t o n T r a m w a y , E l e c t r i c i t y 
a n d Gas C o m p a n y h a d m a d e a sat is factory t r i a l t r i p be ­
t w e e n the p o w e r h o u s e at M e c h a n i c S t ree t a n d the n e w 
I .C .R. shops o n J o h n Stree t the p r e v i ous n i gh t . T h e r epo r t 
c o n t i n u e d : 

. . . Car No . 4, w h i c h contained Dr . Henderson, M r . 
E . A Mi tche l l , consul t ing engineer, M r . J . P. Chalmers, 
M r . F. W . Sumner, and others, inc lud ing wo rkmen and 
motorman Frank Taylor, left the car sheds about ten 
minutes to eleven and proceeded up Mechan ic and 
M a i n Streets. The first dif f iculty occurred at the comer 
of H i g h and M a i n Streets, w h e n a whee l of the car 
left the track ow ing to the sharpness of the curve and 
a possible frost heave. The car was qu ick ly replaced 
but moved very s lowly so as to test the rails and d e a r 
out the m u d and cinders w h i c h h a d become lodged i n 
the groove of the rai ls w h e n the wo rkmen were filling 
i n alongside the sleepers. The car also experienced an­
other slight acddent at the comer of St. George and 
H i g h Streets, where the car was displaced by the m u d 
and cinders i n the groove. The car made a tr ia l trip 
aU over the l ine and went hack a n d forth several 
times, and about 3:20 a.m., as they were returning to 
the car shed, the trol ley w i r e broke on Mechanic Street 
near the comer o f M a i n . The w i r e was replaced and 
the car proceeded to the shed. 

M e n worked a l l night fixing the curve at the comer 
of H i gh and M a i n Streets and also at the comer of 
M a i n and Mechan i c Streets, and everything made ready 
for starting the service today. Cars w i l l he m i m i n g 
regularly from n o w on. A n o f f ida l stated that the cars 
w o u l d he ranning at six o'clock so as to convey the 
men employed i n the new shops to their work. The 
who le system is a credit to the company and although 
they were a l i t t le longer than expected i n complet ing 
the t ramway i t was on account of the delayed ship­
ments of rai ls and no fault of the company. 

The first car going up M a i n Street last night attracted 
considerable attention, and as the car ran very smooth 
many compl imentary remarks were heard i n regard to 
the road. No doubt m a n y people w U l avaU themselves 
of the opportunity to take a r ide i n the cars today and 
see for themselves that the company have an excellent 
system, so far as completed. 

So , M o n c t o n ' s s e cond s t ree tcar sys t em s tar ted w i t h 
l i t t l e o f f i c ia l fanfare o n T h u r s d a y , N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 1 1 . T h e 
i n i t i a l r ou t e w a s f r o m the J o h n St ree t en t rance o f the 
I C R . shops to M a i n S t ree t v i a H i g h Street . Se rv i ce w a s 
also p r o v i d e d a l o n g M a i n S t ree t to K i n g Stree t a n d n o r t h 
o n K i n g to the i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h H a r p e r Street . 

T h e fare to a n d f r o m the n e w shops was five cents 
e a ch w a y . T h e c o m p a n y i s s u e d books c o n t a i n i n g e ight t i ck ­
ets p r i c e d at twenty - f i v e cents for the w o r k m e n , w h i c h 
gave t h e m a r o u n d t r i p to the shops for j u s t ove r s ix 
cents . 

Se rv i ce i n the f i rs t w e e k o r so w a s w i t h one car o n 
t w e n t y - m i n u t e headways . C h r i s t m a s shoppers got e x t r a h e l p 
from the t r ams o n Sa tu r d ay , D e c e m b e r 9, 1 9 1 1 , w h e n , 
w i t h the c o m p l e t i o n o f the p a s s i n g t r a c k b e t w e e n C a m e r o n 
a n d W e l d o n streets, the c o m p a n y s tar ted r u n n i n g t w o cars . 
Se rv i ce w a s r e p o r t e d to be faster w i t h good pa t ronage . 

W i t h a w i n t e r o f i n - t o w n serv i ce b e h i n d t h e m , the 
M o n c t o n T r a m w a y , E l e c t r i d t y a n d Gas C o m p a n y a n n o u n c e d 
i n M a y 1 9 1 2 tha t i t w o u l d n o t be e x t e n d i n g its t r a m l i nes 
un l ess sat is factory a r r a n g e m e n t s c o u l d b e m a d e w i t h the 
d t y c o u n c i l to change to the use o f " T " ra i l s i n s t e ad o f 
the g i r d e r ra i l s o n the d t y streets. 

W h i l e squabb les c o n t i n u e d w i t h the d t y c o i m d l over 
w h i c h r a i l s to use , the street r a i l w a y u n d e r t o o k , i n la te 
A u g u s t 1 9 1 2 , to m a k e a d e a l w i t h the M o n c t o n a n d B u c -
t ouche R a i l w a y , to use t h e i r l i n e to serve Lew i s v iUe , 
H t u n p h r e y ' s M i l l s , a n d the edge o f S t m n y B r a e , as the re­
su l t o f p r e ssure from 'the r es idents o f these areas. Th is 
s u b u r b a n serv i ce w a s r u s h e d i n t o ope ra t i on , a n d b e g a n o n 
S e p t e m b e r 14 , 1 9 1 2 , w i t h a n u m b e r o f t e m p o r a r y or 
makesh i f t measu r e s i n p l a c e . T h e M & B s ta t i on i n M o n c t o n 
w a s l o ca t ed a f e w h u n d r e d feet east o f K i n g Stree t at the 
east e n d o f H a r p e r Street . T h e street r a i l w a y c ompany , 
c o n t r a r y to the d t y eng ineer ' s o rders , l a i d 5 8 - p o i m d T ' 
r a i l from K i n g S t ree t a l o n g H a r p e r S t ree t to c onnec t w i t h 
the M & B . T h e d t y en g i n e e r w a n t e d 7 5 - p o u n d g i rde r r a i l , 
s ince he c o n t e n d e d tha t " T " r a i l w a s n o t su i tab l e for p a v e d 
streets. T h e street r a i l w a y a d a p t e d t h e i r cars for ope ra t i on 
o n the o r d i n a r y r a i l w a y ra i l s a n d s t r u n g t r oUey w i r e over 
the B u c t o u c h e r a i l w a y l i n e . T h e t r a m c o m p a n y stressed, 
u p o n the s t a r t i n g o f t h e i r s u b u r b a n serv ice , tha t i t v/as 
o n l y a t e m p o r a r y a r r a n g e m e n t a n d the re w a s n o gua ran ­
t eed s u b u r b a n schedu l e . T h e c o m p a n y t r i e d to r u n a ser­
v i c e t o c onnec t w i t h eve ry o the r ca r o n the M a i n Street 
r ou t e except tha t serv ice c o u l d h e less r e l i ab l e b e t w e e n 
1 0 : 3 0 a .m . a n d 2 : 2 0 p . m . , p e n d i n g the d e v e l opmen t o f a 
final s chedu l e a n d c o r r e c t i on o f the t e m p o r a r y w o r k . 

D u r i n g the s e cond h a l f o f S ep t embe r 1 9 1 2 , the street 
r a i l w a y c o m p a n y s ta ted that i t w a s t r y i n g to ob t a in two 
e x t r a cars, a n d poss ib l y a t r a i l e r , for the s u b u r b a n serv ice . 
W i t h th is a n n o u n c e m e n t , the c o m p a n y s tated tha t i t w o u l d 
p r o c e e d u n m e d i a t e l y w i t h the e x t ens i on o f i ts l i n e f r o m 
H a r p e r Stree t , a l o n g K i n g St ree t a n d U n i o n Street , to Bots­
f o rd Street . T h e final pa r t o f the a i m o u n c e m e n t w a s that, 
subject to a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h the I .C .R. over poss ib le 
r a i l w a y shop e x p a n s i o n , the J o h n St ree t t racks w o u l d be 
e x t en ded i n t o the g r o u n d s o f the n e w shops to p r o v i d e a 
greater serv ice to the employees w h o l i v e d at the e x t r em i ­
t ies o f the d t y . 

T h e t r a m w a y c o m p a n y p u b l i s h e d a schedu le i n the 
Daily Transcript o n Sep t embe r 2 6 , 1 9 1 2 , g i v i n g the i r f u l l 
submrban t ime tab l e . T h e c o m p a n y h a d to stop s u b u r b a n 
serv ice a w e e k l a t e r . T h i s d i s r u p t i o n o f serv ice was b l a m e d 
o n a b u r n e d a r m a t u r e a n d w a s expec t ed to last for a f ew 
days. A t th is t i m e , the M o n c t o n a n d B u c t o u c h e R a i l w a y 
w a s st iU o p e r a t i n g t h e i r d a i l y passenger t r a i n w i t h a s m a l l 
s t eam l o c o m o t i v e a n d t w o o r th r e e cars over i ts l i n e i n 
a n d ou t o f the H a r p e r Stree t s t a t i on . S u b u r b a n shoppers 
n e a r the e n d o f N o v e m b e r , w e r e w r i t i n g to the Transcript 

ed i tor , c o m p l a i n i n g abou t the l a c k o f s u b u r b a n serv ice i n a 
m a n n e r that w o u l d i n d i c a t e that the w i t h d r a w a l o f subur ­
b a n serv ice i n e a r l y Oc tobe r r e m a i n e d i n effect u n t i l 
D e c e m b e r , after the a r r i v a l o f the c ompany ' s n e w streetcar. 

It w a s r e p o r t e d i n the m i d d l e o f Oc tobe r 1 9 1 2 that 
w o r k w a s u n d e r w a y o n the e x t ens i on o f the t r a m t rack 
a l o n g K i n g a n d U n i o n streets. T h i s t r ack ex t ens i on to 
Bo t s f o rd Stree t w a s c o m p l e t e d o n N o v e m b e r 6, a n d i t w a s 
i n o p e r a t i o n b y N o v e m b e r 2 9 . 

M e a n w h i l e , the company ' s t r a ck forces w e r e busy at 
the e n d o f N o v e m b e r finalising the t rack ex t ens i on f r o m 
J o h n Stree t to a p o i n t nea re r the I .C.R. shops for the c on ­
v e n i e n c e o f the r a i l w a y employees , w h o p r e v i o u s l y h a d to 
w a l k some d i s tance b e t w e e n the e n d o f the streetcar l i n e 
a n d t h e i r w o r k . T h i s t r a ck e x t ens i on w a s i n serv ice b y 
D e c e m b e r 6. 

T h e Transcript c a r r i ed the f o l l o w i n g ar t i c l e o n 
D e c e m b e r 7, 1 9 1 2 , abou t the a r r i v a l o f a n e w streetcar: 
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. . . The M o n c t o n T ramway Company received a n e w 
car yesterday and p laced i t i n commission today as an 
auxi l iary car to r u n from the I.C.R. shops downtown 
at noon a n d s ix o'clock. This makes three cars on the 
service. The car is of the same type as those n o w i n 
use, but somewhat better bui l t . The suburban service is 
st i l l l a ck ing because of the failure of the makers to 
provide the wheels . The Canada Car Company at 
Amherst is prov id ing n e w wheels for the car and they 
were expected last week, but w i l l not be on hand 
tmt i l M o n d a y or Tuesday. 

A f r e r a lmos t t e n w e e k s w i t h o u t subinrban serv ice , the 
c o m p a n y a n n o i m c e d o n F r i d a y , D e c e m b e r 13 , that serv ice 
w o u l d h e r e s u m e d o n Sat t t rday . Serv i ce was , h o w e v e r , 
shgh f l y less a m b i t i o u s t h a n tha t l i s t ed h a c k i n Sep tember . 

W i t h the r e s m n p t i o n o f s u b u r b a n serv ice , ano the r 
change i n the o p e r a t i n g p a t t e r n o f the streetcars w a s re ­
p o r t e d i n the D a i l y Times, o n D e c e m b e r 1 8 , 1 9 1 2 . P r i o r 
to th is date , the s u b u r b a n cars w o u l d t r a ve l i n f r o m the 
subrtrbs ove r t h e M & B r a i l w a y Une , t h e n t r a v e l u p H a r p e r 
Stree t o n t h e i r o w n l i n e to K i n g Street . A t th is in te rsec ­
t i o n , passengers w o u l d t rans fe r to cars o n the c i t y l i n e . 
T h e reverse t o o k p l a c e for t rave l l e r s to the suburbs . A f r e r 
the change i n the t r a m o p e r a t i n g p a t t e r n , the s u b u r b a n 
car w o u l d w a i t o n H a r p e r S t ree t at K i n g Stree t u n t i l the 
d t y ca r passed n o r t h b o u n d o n K i n g St ree t o n its w a y to 
the e n d o f the l i n e at Bo t s f o rd Street . O n c e the l i n e w a s 
c lear , the s u b u r b a n car w o u l d p r o c e e d s o u t h o n K i n g 
Stree t to M a i n St ree t a n d wes t o n M a i n Stree t as far as 
the d t y b a l l . T h e s u b u r b a n car t u m e d at the d t y h a U a n d 
r a n b a c k to H a r p e r Stree t , a r r i v i n g there i n t i m e to c l ear 
the d t y t r a m r u n n i n g s o u t h o n K i n g St ree t f r o m Bo t s f o rd 
Street . A f r e r th is mee t , the d t y car p r o c e eded o n i ts w a y 
to J o h n S t r e e t a n d the I .C .R . shops , w h i l e the s u b u r b a n 
car d epa r t ed for H u m p h r e y ' s . T h e n e w s p a p e r acco tmt 
s ta ted tha t the o v e r l a p p i n g serv ice p r o v e d a great c on ­
v e n i e n c e t o the p u b l i c at l a rge , e s p e d a l l y to the subtr rban-
i tes , w h o w e r e ab le to r e a c h a lmos t to the cent re o f the 
dry 's bus iness s e c t i on w i t h o u t c h a n g i n g cars . 

T o k e e p th ings i n t u r m o i l , t h e c o m p a n y , d u e to the 
heavy v o l u m e o f C h r i s t m a s shoppers , i n c r eas ed the fre­
q u e n c y o f the d t y cars to a fifreen-minute schedu le o n the 
n m b e t w e e n Bo t s f o rd St ree t a n d the n e w shops. T o m e e t 
th is faster s chedu l e , the s u b u r b a n cars s tar ted f r o m the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n o f K i n g a n d H a r p e r streets a n d r a n to the 
suburbs a n d back . Passengers t r ans f e r r ed b e t w e e n serv ices 
at K i n g Stree t , a n d t rans fe r t i cke ts w e r e i s sued , s ince one 
fare w a s g o o d f o r the t r i p f r o m the suburbs to d o w n t o w n 
o r the shops . T h i s serv ice w a s u s e d for C hr i s tmas w e e k 
on l y , s t a r t i n g o n F r i d a y , D e c e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 1 2 . 

T h e I n t e r c o l o n i a l R a i l w a y h u e b e t w e e n H a l i f a x a n d 
T r u r o , to the east, a n d C a m p b e l l t o n a n d M o n t r e a l , to the 
west , passes t h r o u g h the cent re o f M o n c t o n i n a l a rge " U " 
shape . T h e l i n e to the east c r ea t ed the mos t p r ob l ems for 
b o t h street r a i l w a y systems. T h e first sys tem h a d t w o d i a ­
m o n d cross ings w i t h the I .C .R. T h e second sys t em h a d 
o n l y one . T h i s d i a m o n d w a s r e m o v e d f o l l o w i n g the con ­
s t m c t i o n o f the M a i n St ree t g rade s epa ra t i on i n 1 9 1 5 - 1 6 , 
w h i c h p e r m i t t e d b o t h the t r a m t racks a n d M a i n St ree t to 
pass t m d e r t h e r a i l w a y . S i n c e the M a i n St ree t g rade sepa­
r a t i o n h a d a p i e r i n the m i d d l e o f the r oadw ay , the street 
r a i l w a y p l a c e d a shor t doub l e - t r ack s ec t i on u n d e r i t to 
p e r m i t i t s cars to t r a v e l w i t h the f l o w o f street t ra f f ic . 
T h e o n l y o the r g rade s epa ra t i on o n th is e a s t e m sec t i on o f 
the l i n e c r e a t e d a b l o c k to the street r a i l w a y . T h e I .C.R. 

M o n c t o n 

STREET RAILWAY. 
Suburban Cars Time Table, 

K I N G S T R E E T 

C a r s leave K i n g Street for H u m ­
phrey ' s a n d Lewisv i l l e DA ILY E X ­
C E P T S U N D A Y S at the fo l lowing 
h o u r s : 

a m. 
6.25 . 
7.20 . 

8.00'. 
8.40 . 
9.20 . 

10.00 . 

p. m. 
14.20 .. 
15.00 .. 

15.40 ". 
, 16.20 .. 
. 17.00 .. 
. 17.40 .. 

p.m 
... 18.20 
... 19.00 
... 19.40 
... 20.20 
... 21.00 
... 21.40 
... 22.20 

H U M P H R E Y ' S 

Cars leave • Humphrey's for Lewis-
vffle and King Street, DAILY E X ­
CEPT- SUNDAYS, at the following 
hours: 

a m. p. m. p. m. 
6.25 . 14.40 .. 18.40 
7.40 . 15.20 .. 19.20 
8.20 . 16.00 .. 20.00 
9.00 . 16.40 .. 20.40 
9.40 . .. .. 17220 .. 21.20 

10.20 . 18.00 .. 22.00 
22.40 

L E W I S V I L L E 

Cars leave Lewis-vllle Cross ing 
K ing Street, DAILY E X C E P T 81 
DAYS, at the fol lowing hours : 

a m. p. m. p. m. 
6.30 .• 14.48 .. 18.48 
7.48 . 15.28 .. 19.28 
8,28 . .. ., .. 16.08 .. 20.08 
9.08 . 16.48 .. 20.48 
9.48 . 17.28 .. 21.28 

10.28 . 18.08 .. 22.08 
. 22.48 

Cars leave K ing Street for I. C. R 
NEW SHOPS every Twenty (20) M in ­
utes on Week Days and every Thtrtj'-
(30) Minutes on Sundays. 

And on Sundays cars leave K ing 
Street for H U M P H R E Y S on the Hour 
and Hal f Hour from 10:30 A. M . un t i l 
10 P. M . connecting with every City 
Car. 

O n S U N D A Y S cars leave H U M ­
P H R E Y S Everv Th i r t y (30) M inu t e s 
fi-om 10:15 A . M . u n t i l 10:45 P .M. con­
nec t ing w i t h every C i t y Car . 

T r a n s f e r s f o r C i t y C a r w i l l b e 
I s s u e d o n F I V E C E N T F A R E S . 
T H I S T I M E T A B L E W I L L B E I N 
E F F E C T U N T I L F U R T H E R N O T I C E . 

Moncton, N . B., Sept. 26, 1912. 105-3 
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Moncton Tramways tram struggles east along Union Street (now Mountain Road) at 
the corner of Wesley Street during the winter of 1923-4. 

- National Museum of Science and Technology, F. V. Stephens Collection 

had constructed a hump-back bridge over its line at 
Mountain Road, preventing any extension or connection of 
the street railway to John Street at High Street. 

High tides flooded the Petitcodiac River early on 
Monday, September 3, 1917, doing considerable damage to 
sections of the Moncton and Buctouche Railway. This 
damage cut suburban service to Lewisville and Humphrey's 
Mills. While temporary repairs appear to have permitted 
service to resume, it was short-lived, since this line, having 
been taken over by the I.C.R., was abandoned in 1918. 

About 1918, Fred Breau, a street railway trackmaster, 
was laid off following some labour unrest in the company. 
This lay-off was to have a major impact on Moncton's 
transportation scene. Breau opened a shop on Main Street 
near the automobile store of G. H . Lounsbury. The auto 
dealer suggested that, since buses were proving popular in 
the United States, Breau should buy a truck chassis, build 
a bus, and start a passenger service. After some thought, 
Breau purchased a "Baby Grand" Chevrolet chassis from 
Lounsbury. His problem was how to build the passenger-
carrying body on it. Paul A. Leger, in his history of the 
Grey Bus Line Company, tells the story of how Fred's 
brother George, who still worked for the street railway, 
suggested that a streetcar-type body be used for the bus, 
and how George, in company with Milledge Henry, a local 
carpenter, visited the car barns. While George Breau tact­
fully engaged in conversation with the men on duty, 
Henry obtained the measurements of a streetcar. The body 
was built, and in June 1920, Fred Breau commenced 
operation of Moncton's first bus route. 

A few months earlier, on Christmas Day, 1919, a 
disastrous fire destroyed the tramway's wooden carbarn and 
machine shop, and badly damaged the rear of the brick 
building, in which the office was located. Employees and 
firefighters attempted, but found it impossible, to reach the 
street sweeper and one of the cars, both of which were 
destroyed. The spectacular fire attracted a large number of 
onlookers and kept firefighters busy all night. One life, 
that of Frank L. Toole, a company employee, was lost. 

The loss of the street sweeper made it impossible to 
continue streetcar operation through the winter snows. 
While the office services for the utilities were quickly re­
opened, it wasn't until the middle of April 1920 that the 

streetcar service could resume. An 
announcement at that time also included 
the report that temporary repairs to the 
car sheds were being made. Trams were 
ready to resume service on Monday, 
April 19, but a snow storm delayed 
their operation until it abated. 

The Daily Times for Saturday, 
August 5, 1922, reported that tenders 
were being called for the construction of 
a new carbarn for the tramway 
company. The new barn was to be 41 
feet by 73 feet and of concrete con­
struction, with a capacity for six cars. 
Its construction and fittings were to be 
modern in every way, with provisions in 
its design to permit the addition of 
repair shops at a later date. Alderman 
Ambrose Wheeler was awarded the 
contract on August 25, 1922, to erect 
the new street-car barn. 

December 1, 1922, was the first 
day of driving on the right-hand side of the roads in New 
Brunswick. The slogan for drivers was "Turn to the right, 
and keep to the right." This highway change-over had kept 
the street railway's track forces busy during the night 
changing over the spring switches so that the cars would 
be directed to the right at the passing tracks. 

In the spring of 1921, Fred Breau formally organised 
the Grey Bus Line. He was not against competing with the 
streetcars, as Paul A. Leger writes about this competition: 

. . . The "John Street" bus was keen competition for 
the streetcars, for it would wait at High and John 
until the cars would leave the I.C.R. shops and then 
operate ahead of them, picking up passengers en route. 
At times, when the streetcars caught up with the bus, 
it would pull over and let the cars pass. Twice daily, 
in the morning and at noon, the bus would take 
workers to the I.C.R. shops. 

The street railway company optimistically did not see 
these newfangled motor buses as a threat. In September 
1922, while Fred Breau was receiving his new Ruggles 
Motor Bus, they ordered two new cars from the Ottawa 
Car Company. These cars arrived in early May 1923. 

Over the summer and fall of 1928, the tram com­
pany, while still operating Moncton's street railway, was 
seeking to get out of its contract with the city. The buses 
of the Grey Bus Line and a growing number of private 
automobiles were slowly but surely destroying the tram 
company. On September 1, 1928, the company approached 
the city seeking a release from its contract. It offered to 
pay the city $10 000, and also to remove the rails from 
all unpaved streets and dismantle its trolley wires and 
poles. A plebiscite was held and the voters, by 1350 to 
420, rejected the street railway company's offer. The 
company struggled for another three years, although there 
were numerous and sometimes heated exchanges between 
the company and the city over the contract. 

Matters started to wind down quickly with the an­
nouncement in the December 7, 1931, issue of the New 
York Times that the Utilities Power and Light Corporation, 
a U.S. company, had set up a wholly-owned subsidiary, the 
Utilities Power and Light Corporation Limited, under 
Canadian laws, to acquire several Canadian transit and 
utility companies including the Moncton Tramway, 
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Moncton Tramway, Electricity and Gas Company 1911-1931 
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E l e c t r i c i t y a n d Gas C o m p a n y L i m i t e d . T h e n e w o w n e r s 
served no t i c e o n the d t y c o u n d l la te i n D e c e m b e r 1931 
that the c o m p a n y w o u l d cease o p e r a t i o n o f the streetcars 
at m i d n i g h t o f T h u r s d a y , D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1 9 3 1 . 

B y Sa tu rday , J a n u a r y 2 , 1 9 3 2 , w o r k e r s h a d a l r eady 
spent t w o days r e m o v i n g the p o w e r l i n e w h i c h s u p p l i e d 
the streetcars w i t h ene rgy , a n d b y n o o n o f that day, the 
sec t i on o n M a i n S t ree t h a d b e e n comp l e t e l y d i s m a n t l e d . 
T h e c ompany ' s r o l l i n g s tock w a s d i sposed o f as i n d i c a t e d i n 
the e q u i p m e n t ros ter . 

T h e cessat ion o f t r a m opera t i ons i n M o n c t o n , as i n 
m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s , d i d n ' t s top the d isputes b e t w e e n the 
street r a i l w a y c o m p a n y a n d the d t y . W h i l e the c o m p a n y 
q u i c k l y r e m o v e d the v a l u a b l e p o w e r w i r e s , the same c o u l d 
no t b e sa id abou t t h e t r a cks . M a t t e r s r e l a t i n g to t r a ck re ­
m o v a l a n d v a r i o u s taxes c o n t i n u e d f o r a cons ide rab l e pe ­
riod. T h e d t y c o t m c i l o n S e p t e m b e r 12 , 1 9 3 2 , accepted a n 
offer f r o m P a l m e r W i l s o n to r e m o v e the streetcar ra i l s a n d 
sleepers o n J o h n S t ree t from the e n d o f the t r a ck to H i g h 
Stree t for $ 1 0 0 , w i t h t he r a i l s a n d o ther h a r d w a r e b e i n g 
t u m e d ove r to the d t y ; M r . W i l s o n w a s t o keep the t ies . 

T h e c o m p a n y p u r c h a s e d a l a rge b u i l d i n g o n the 
sou th s ide o f M a i n S t ree t at the foot o f Bo t s f o rd Stree t i n 
1 9 3 2 . T h i s b u i l d i n g , b u i l t b y Sena t o r P e t e r M c S w e e n e y at 
the t u r n o f the c e n t t u y , w a s u s e d w e l l i n t o the 1960s b y 
l o c a l u t i l i t y c o m p a n i e s . T h e b u i l d i n g s t i l l exists a n d is s t i l l 
k n o w n as the T r a m w a y B u i l d i n g . I n 1 9 3 4 the c o m p a n y 
changed i t s n a m e to the M o n c t o n E l e c t r i d t y a n d Gas 
C o m p a n y L i m i t e d . T h i s c o m p a n y ex i s t ed u n t i l 1 9 4 8 , w h e n 
the d t y p u r c h a s e d i ts assets. 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

I w o u l d l i k e to a c k n o w l e d g e the d i rec t ass istance o f B r e n d a 
O r r o f the M o n c t o n M u s e u m , J a c k K n o w l e s , B i l l H o o d , 
P a u l Lege r , D o u g B r o w n , a n d the resources o f the M o n c t o n 
L i b r a r y a n d M u s e u m , as w e l l as the m a n y t r ans i t 
enthus ias ts w h o left ar t i facts or m a t e r i a l i n the records o n 
the street r a i l w a y systems i n M o n c t o n . 
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P H O T O S , P R E V I O U S P A G E 

Postcard v i ews , l o o k i n g east f r om the i .C .R . grade-seperat ion 

over M a i n St. N o t e the presence of horses, a n d the le f t-hand 

operat ion of mo to r v eh i c l e s in the first photo . T h e change to right 

hand operat ion w a s m a d e on D e c e m b e r 1, 1 9 2 2 . By the th i rd 

photo, buses had a lso m a d e the i r appearance . 

E Q U I P M E N T ROSTER 

Nos. 1 to 4 - Passenger Cars 

These f ou r cars a r r i v e d i n M o n c t o n o n Oc tobe r 12 , 1 9 1 1 , 
a p p a r e n t l y p u r c h a s e d s e c o nd -hand from the B o s t o n E l e v a t e d 
R a i l w a y . T h e cars w e r e e q u i p p e d w i t h 3 5 - to 40-horse -
p o w e r mo to r s . T h e n e w s p a p e r o f tha t da te speaks o f the 
ex te r i o r o f these cars p r e s e n t i n g a v e r y na t t y appearance : 

. . . painted a pretty dark green, w i t h whi te tr immings, 
and have gold letters M.T .E . & G. Co. and are num­
bered 1, 2, 3, and 4. The cars are of the four-wheel 
type, and are about the same size as the ones used i n 
Saint John , and many other places. In two of the cars, 
the seats are of wood , w i t h cushion backs, runn ing 
lengthwise on each side of the car. The other two are 
cushioned on the seats as w e l l as the backs, but the 
seats are arranged as i n the other cars. 

O t h e r d i p p i n g s i n d i c a t e tha t t w o sets o f seats w e r e 
ava i l -ab le for e a c h o f t h e cars - p l a i n ones for s u m m e r , 
w h e n the d r o p - w i n d o w s w e r e o p e n , a n d p l u s h sea t ing for 
the w i n t e r , w h e n the e l e c t r i c hea te rs w e r e i n use . 

C a r N o . 4 w a s b t t m e d i n the f i re o n D e c e m b e r 2 5 , 
1 9 1 9 , tha t des t royed the company ' s c a r b a m . 

No. 5 - Passenger Car 

A n e w car a r r i v e d o n D e c e m b e r 6, 1 9 1 2 , for use i n subur ­
b a n serv ice . T h e Daily Transcript o f Oc tobe r 8, 1912 , 
stated tha t H a r o l d N . P r i c e h a d r e t u r n e d from a t r i p to 
seve ra l A m e r i c a n d r i e s , a n d h e h a d a q u i r e d th is car , w h i c h 
w a s l e t t e r ed as N o . 5 4 4 . T h i s ca r w a s so ld to H a l i f a x i n 
1 9 3 2 . 

Nos. 6 and 7 - Passenger Cars 

These cars w e r e o r d e r e d f r o m the O t t a w a C a r C o m p a n y i n 
S e p t e m b e r 1 9 2 2 , a n d a r r i v e d i n the first f ew days o f M a y 
1 9 2 3 . T h e y w e r e do ub l e - e nde d , a l l - s tee l , B i m e y - t y p e cars, 
28 feet i n l e n g t h , a n d e q u i p p e d w i t h W e s t i n g h o u s e a i r 
b rakes . A n e w sea t ing a r r a n g e m e n t w a s adop t ed , w i t h seats 
f a d n g f o r wa r d , r a the r t h a n b e i n g p l a c e d l o n g i t u d i n a l l y o n 
the p e r i m e t e r o f the car . T h e r e w e r e 3 3 seats i n the cars. 

R o b e r t B r o w n ' s r e s e a r c h po in t s ou t that Nos . 5, 6, 
a n d 7 w e r e so ld to the N o v a S c o t i a L i g h t a n d P o w e r 
C o m p a n y , o f H a l i f a x , i n 1 9 3 2 . T h e y w e r e r e p o r t e d to be i n 
s u c h b a d c o n d i t i o n tha t they w e r e d i s m a n t l e d a n d the 
par ts w e r e u s e d to r e c o n d i t i o n Cars 156 to 1 5 8 , w h i c h the 
N S L & P C h a d a c q u i r e d from Oape B r e t o n . 

Snow Sweepers 

T h e M o n c t o n Daily Times o f Oc tobe r 1 3 , 1 9 1 1 , stated that 
" s n o w sweeper cars are also o n o rde r a n d are b e i n g m a n u ­
f ac tu red b y J . G . B r i l l C o m p a n y , P h i l a d e l p h i a . " L i k e l y o n l y 
one sweepe r ca r w a s bough t , a n d th is was the one that 
b u r n e d i n the ca rhouse f i re o f D e c e m b e r 2 5 , 1 9 1 9 . 

A r e p l a c e m e n t sweepe r w a s p u r c h a s e d i n 1920 . Th i s 
w a s a M a g u i r e - C u m m i n g s car , p r o b a b l y p u r c h a s e d second­
h a n d . T h e sweepe r was s o l d i n 1 9 3 2 to N S L & P C i n 
Ha l i f a x , w h e r e i t w a s u s e d as N o . 8 u n t i l the e n d of 
serv ice the re i n 1 9 4 9 , w h e n i t w a s s c rapped . 

REAR C O V E R P H O T O S 

T o p : M o n c t o n T r a m w a y s car N o . 5 at H u m p h r e y ' s M i l l s station 
on the M o n c t o n a n d B u c t o u c h e R a i l w a y l ine in 1 9 1 3 . 
B o t t o m : A M o n c t o n T r a m w a y s car , de ra i l ed on the Buc touche 
Ra i lway be tween M o n c t o n a n d Lew i s v i l l e in 1 9 1 8 . 

- iaoth photos: City of Moncton Museum Collection 
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FHE FERROPHILIAC C O L U M N 
C O N D U C T E D BY JUST A . F E R R O N U T 

It m u s t be a p p r o a c h i n g t h a t g i f t -g i v ing time o f the year b y the 
n u m b e r o f n e w b o o k s t h a t are e i ther i n the stores o r r u m o u r e d 
to b e there short ly. D o n M a c K a y s The People's Railway a n d 
Sh i r l e y Woods 's Cinders and Saltwater are n o w o n the s tands . I 
h e a r d last s p r i n g t h a t E l i z a b e t h W i h n o t w a s p l a n n i n g to have a 
n e w b o o k ou t th is f a l l , a n d D e n i s Tayloi ; i n a no te a f ew weeks 
ago s ta ted i t w f l l b e en t i t l ed When Anytime Was Train Time, b u t 
h a d n ' t seen i t yet . D e n i s a lso m e n t i on e d another book . The 

Northem Connection, b y R o b e r t Surtees, abou t the Onta r i o 
N o r t h l a n d R a i l w a y t h a t w a s re leased ear l i e r th is f a l l . 

The People's Railway is a h i s to ry o f the C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l 
R a i l w a y s p r e p a r e d i n a doc tunentary style, w i t h a 16-page sec t i on 
o f pho tog raphs . W h i l e M r . M a c K a y spends a f ew pages r e v i ew ing 
major r a i l w a y h a p p e n i n g s f r o m the t u r n o f the c e n t m y to the 
c rea t i on o f C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l , the b o o k is p r i m a r i l y o n the 
p e r i o d s ince t h e C N R w a s co i po ra t e l y es tab l i shed . 

M r . Woods ' s book , Cinders and Saltwater is o n A t l a n t i c 
C a n a d a ra i lways . Th i s book , w i t h a Ust p r i ce o f $24 .9 5 p lus a l l 
those j o yous C a n a d i a n taxes w a s p u b l i s h e d b y N i m b u s P u b l i s h i n g 
L im i t ed , P.O. B o x 9 3 0 1 , S t a t i on A , Ha l i f ax , N o v a Sco t i a 
B 3 K 5 N 5 , i n case i t is n o t ava i l ab l e i n y o u r area . Th is b o o k is i n 
genera l c h r o n o l o g i c a l o rder i n c l u d i n g chapters o n - the 
Interco lon ia l , P r ince E d w a r d Is land, a n d N e w f o u n d l a n d ra i lways . 
I haven ' t r e ad th is b o o k yet, b u t i t is n o d o u b t a w o r t h w h i l e 
a d d i t i o n to a n y enthusiast ' s H b r a i y s ince there is a scarc i ty o f 
major w o r k s o n the r a i lways o f o u r e a s t e m prov inces . Cinders and 

Saltwater has a g o o d se l ec t i on o f pho tog raphs spread t h r o u g h o u t 
its pages a l t h o u g h mos t m a y give y o u tha t "de ja v u " f eehng. 

Bes ides M r . Woods ' s b o o k b e i n g o n e a s t e m ra i lways , M r 
M a c K a y has de f in i t e ly chosen a n e a s t e m t i t l e for h i s b o o k o n the 
C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l Sys tem. M a n y m a y n o t remembei ; b u t the 
s logans " The People 's R a f l w a y " a n d "The Fast L i n e " w e r e the 
w o r d i n g o n the ring a r o u n d the b u l l moose 's h e a d o n the crest o f 
the In t e rco l on ia l R a i l w a y o f C a n a d a . 

A s has b e e n s ta ted before, i f y o u are aware o f a b o o k w i t h 
a r a i l w a y theme o r even a chapte r o n ra i lways i n y o u r area, s end 
us the detafls a n d w e w f l l pass t h e m o n to o u r readers. 

I have s tar ted d o i n g some w a n d e r i n g a r o u n d the r a i l w a y l ines 
here i n L o w e r C a n a d a . Two o f m y first so journs off the i s l a n d (of 
Mon t r ea l ) w e r e s o u t h w a r d a r o u n d L a Pra i r i e a n d d o w n a l o n g the 
R i c h e l i e u River . 

Th i s a r ea is qu i te di f ferent n o w f r om the w a y i t w a s o n J u l y 
2 1 , 1836 , w h e n a s t eam l o como t i v e w i t h t w o cars le f t the L a 
Pra i r i e w h a r f o n the St . Lawrence R i v e r for a 1672 nu l e t r i p to 
Sa in t -Jean -sur -R i cheheu to m a r k the o f f i d a l i n t r o d u c t i o n o f s t eam 
ra i lways i n C a n a d a . Th i s event w a s the ope n i n g o f The C o m p a n y 
o f P ropr i e to rs o f t h e C h a m p l a i n a n d Sa in t Lawrence Ra f l r oad 
Ccommonly re fer red to as the C h a m p l a i n a n d St . Lawrence 
R a i l r o a d ) . 

A 21 .16 -nu l e ex tens ion to the o r i g ina l 161/2 i rule l i n e w a s 
constructed f r o m S a i n t - J e a n a l o n g the wes t b a n k o f the R i c h e l i e u 
R i v e r to Rouses Po in t , N e w York, a n d w a s opened o n A u g u s t 26 , 
1 8 5 1 . A f e w m o n t h s later; o n J a n u a r y 14, 1852 , another 9.16-
mfle ex tens ion firom L a Pra i r i e J i m c t i o n to Sa in t -Lamber t w a s 
opened . Opera t i ons over the 514 mi les o f o r i g i na l fine f r om the L a 
Pra i r i e W h a r f t o L a P ra i r i e J u n c t i o n w a s d i s con t inued w i t h the 
op en ing o f t h e n e w l i n e to Sa in t -Lamber t . Th is ex tens ion to 
Sa in t -Lamber t g rea t l y r educed the d is tance across t h e St . 

Lawrence R i v e r to M o n t r e a l f r o m the e n d o f the r a i l l i n e . 
T h e u r b a n i s a t i o n o f Sa in t -Lamber t has resu l t ed i n 

cons iderab le r e l o ca t i on a n d conso l i d a t i on o f t rackage i n th is 
c o m m u n i t y a t the s o u t h e n d o f the V i c t o r i a Br idge , o therwise the 
r ema inder o f the a l i g n m e n t o f the C & S t L l ine is in tac t a n d 
opera ted t oday as C N ' s Rouses Po in t Sub d i v i s i on . 

L a P ra i r i e go t ano ther l i n e i n the d o w n t o w n area w h e n the 
M o n t r e a l a n d C h a m p l a i n J u n c t i o n R a i l w a y C o m p a n y w a s opened 
o n J a n u a r y 1, 1 8 8 1 . Th is M & C J l i n e is n o w CN ' s M a s s e n a 
Subd i v i s i on . I t w a s cons t ruc ted f r o m a j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
C h a m p l a i n a n d St . Lawrence R a f l r o a d i n Brossard , a coup l e o f 
mfles s o u t h o f Sa in t -Lamber t . T h e M o n t r e a l a n d C h a m p l a i n 
J u n c t i o n R a i l w a y w e n t t h r o u g h L a Pra i r i e to Sa int -Constant , 
WUey f i e l d , H u n t i n g t o n , a n d finally connec t ed to Massena , 
N e w York . 

B a c k to m y t r i p : U r b a n s p r a w l is fiUing i n the o p e n spaces 
b e tween Brossa rd a n d L a Pra i r i e . However ; the s ingle-storey flat-
roo fed C N s ta t i on a t L a Pra i r i e , M i l e 81 .6 o n the Massena 
Subd i v i s i on , is st f l l u s ed as a y a r d office, etc. Th is bu f l d ing is, l i k e 
m a n y s m a l l C N stat ions, c l a d i n g rey i t i su l -br i ck s i d i n g w i t h 
f ad ing orange a n d b l u e t r i m . T h e s m a l l y a r d a t L a Prrairie has, o n 
m y tr ips , h a d t w o o r three 7000-ser ies G P 9 swi tchers t ied-up 
w a i t i n g for use o n ass ignments to serve l o c a l r a i l w a y customers. 

F r o m L a Pra i r i e I t rave l l ed t owards Sa in t - J ean a l ong 
H i g h w a y 1 0 4 . Th i s h i g h w a y crosses the Rouses Po in t Subd i v i s i on 
i n the area o f the o l d L a Pra i r i e J u n c t i o n . However ; th is a rea w f l l 
need c loser e x a m i n a t i o n to ident i fy the l o c a t i o n o f the j u n c t i o n 
po in t o f 140 years ago . M y t u n i n g w a s fa i r l y g o o d i n tha t I was 
ab le to get photos o f the s o u t h b o u n d A m t r a k t ra in , o n i ts w a y to 
Rouses P o i n i ; A lbany , a n d N e w Y o r k City. I comp le t ed this ou t i ng 
b y t r a v e l l i n g a f ew o f the b a c k roads i n the a rea l o o k i n g for any 
g o o d loca t ions for r a i l w a y photography . 

T h e nex t w e e k e n d I c o n t i n u e d m y t r ip o n d o w n to Saint-
Jean-sur -R i che l i eu , t h e o r i g ina l s o u t h e r n t e r m i n a l o f the C & S t L . 

T h e C N Sa in t - J ean s t a t i on is l o ca t ed o n the wes t s ide o f the 
R i c h e l i e u i n Sa in t -Jean , a t the former j u n c t i o n o f the Stanstead , 
Shef ford a n d C h a m b l y Ra i lway . T h e S S & C j o i n e d the C h a m p l a i n 
a n d St . Lawrence a n d ex tended east across the R i c h e l i e u R i ve r to 
F a m h a m . 

T h e C N sta t ion , l o ca t ed o n Jacques-Carr i e r near Frontenac , 
w a s corrstructed i n 1 8 9 0 . Th is s ing le-storey b r i c k s t ructure has 
b e e n res tored a n d conver ted in to a tour i s t b u r e a u . A n u m b e r o f 
the exter ior doors have b e e n c l o sed a n d some pur is ts w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y object to the conve rs i on o f the n o r t h s ide ope ra t o f s bay 
in to a n entrance comple te w i t h a door. Howeve i ; aind regardless, 
i t is g o o d tha t th is s t ruc ture has b e e n r ecyc l ed a n d w f l l cont inue 
be a use fu l pa r t o f Sa in t -Jean . 

Th is s ta t i on has t w o o ther in t e res t ing aspects. The Rouses 
Po in t S u b d i v i s i o n makes a subs tan t i a l curve i n f ront o f it , thus 
m a k i n g a g o o d l o c a t i o n for p h o t o g r a p h i n g a s o u t h b o u n d d u r i n g 
mos t o f the m o r n i n g . 1 t o o k advantage o f th is to aga in r eco rd a 
s o u t h b o u n d A m t r a k o n fihn. 

The s e cond in te res t ing aspec t is a m o n u m e n t to 
commemora te the o p e n i n g o f the o r i g i na l C h a m p l a i n a n d St . 
Lawrence Ra i lway . Th is s tee l monument , some five or s ix metres 
h i g h , is i n the f o r m o f a la rge le t ter ' 3 " w i t h a flat ra ther t h a n 
curved b o t t o m . T h e b o t t o m is shaped l i k e a s ty l i sed sec t i on o f r a i l 
ancho r ed to a concrete base r epresent ing a r a i l w a y t ie . Th is r a i l 
shape flows in to the shape o f a t r a ck sp ike for the top p o r t i o n o f 
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the m o n u m e n t . De f in i t e l y a n in te res t ing a n d representat ive w a y 
to m a r k the b i r t h o f C a n a d i a n ra i lways . 

Sa in t - J ean has a s econd s t a t i on s t i l l s t and ing . Th is s t a t i on 
w a s cons t ruc ted b y the A t l a n t i c a n d N o r t h Wes t R a i l w a y i n 1 8 8 7 . 
Th i s l i n e is n o w pa r t o f C P R a i l , i den t i f i ed as the i r A d i r o n d a c k 
Su b d i v i s i o n . It is t h e p o r t i o n o f th is l i n e east o f She rb rooke tha t 
C P has r ecen t l y g i v en no t i c e o f i t s i n t e n t i o n to a b a n d o n . 

Th i s CP s ta t ion , l o c a t e d a t F o c h a n d de Sa laber ry is n o w 
boarded -up except for a p o r t i o n b e i n g used b y CP ' s s i gna l staff. 
A t some po int , there has b e e n a n a d d i t i o n cons t ruc ted o n the 
east e n d for baggage a n d express. W h i l e t h e b r i cks o n th is 
a d d i t i o n are o f a ha rde r t ype a n d the l imes tone dado a l i t t l e 
dif ferent, o ve ra l l i t is a w e l l - m a t c h e d a d d i t i o n . 

O n the east s ide o f the R i c h e l i e u R i v e r is the c o m m u n i t y o f 
Iberv i l le . T h e C e n t r a l V e r m o n f s n o w - a b a n d o n e d R o x b u r y 
Subd i v i s i on , t h a t ex t ended f r o m St . A l b a n s , Vermont , n o r t h w a r d 
o n the east s ide o f the R i c h e l i e u R i v e r to IberviUe, j o i n e d the 
S S & C there a n d crossed the R i c h e h e u o n the S S & C in to Sa int -
J e a n . 

F r o m Sa in t - J ea n I w e n t a l o n g the east s ide o f the R i c h e l i e u 
R i v e r n o r t h to Chambly . I d rove east a l o n g R o u t e 1 1 2 to G r a n b y 
a n d back , a n in te res t ing dr i ve s ince th is r o a d para l l e l s CN ' s 
G r a n b y Subd i v i s i on . I a m g o i n g to leave major comments abou t 
tha t fine for ano the r time, after I- l e a r n more a b o u t t h e 
convo lu t ed h i s t o r y o f some o f the ra i lways o f th is pa r t o f Quebec . 

T h e G r a n b y S u b d i v i s i o n w a s b u i l t b y the M o n t r e a l , C h a m b l y 
a n d So re l Ra i lway . S ince th is fine predates b o t h S i r W f l l i a m 
M a c k e n z i e a n d S i r D o n a l d M a n n , I c a n o n l y c onc lude tha t i t m u s t 
have be en the examp l e t h e y us ed w h e n l e a r n i n g h o w to b u i l d 
ra i lways o n the cheap . It w o u l d appear tha t th is fine w a s b u i l t b y 
l a y i n g t ies o n the n a t u r a l g r o u n d , p l a c i n g the ra i l s o n t h e m a n d 
t h e n a d d i n g a l i t t l e ba l l a s t ( p r obab l y o n l y the c inders d r o p p e d 
f r o m the pas s ing locomot ives ) a n d finally d i g g i a g the d i tches b y 
r u n n i n g a J o r d a n spreader d o w n the t rack . I have go t to get ou t 
w i t h a camera w i t h a l o n g l ens to r e co rd some o f the ups a n d 
d o w n s o f the fine. 

W h i l e po r t i ons o f the M C & S w e r e a b a n d o n e d ve ry ear l y th is 
p o r t i o n o f the fine w a s used b y the M o n t r e a l a n d S o u t h e r n 
Co imt i es d u r i n g i ts ex istence. 

B a c k a t C h a m b l y i t w a s n o r t h w a r d to O t t e r b u m Park a n d 
the St . Lawrence a n d A t l a n t i c Ra i lway . Today w e caU i t the C N 
Sa in t -Hyac in the Subd i v i s i on . T h e b r i dge over the R i c h e l i e u R i v e r 
at. O t t e r b u m Pa rk a n d B e l o e i l is one o f ten used b y C N for 
p u b l i c i t y shots, s ince i t is a n in te res t ing open-deck t russ . Th is 
sec t i on w a s a p o r t i o n o f the o r i g i na l fine f r o m Montrea l - to 
Po r t l and , M a i n e . 

C o m i n g b a c k a l o n g the S t L & A , I s t opped a t Sa in t -B runo to 
get a l o o k a t the i r s t a t i on w h i c h I have m e n t i on e d i n th is c o l u m n 
o n severa l occas ions as b e i n g r e l o ca t ed a n d restored. Th is G r a n d 
T runk s tat ion, s im i l a r to the one a t G r i m s b y Ontar io , w i t h a 
tur re t over one c o m e r o f the w a i t i n g r oom, has been re loca ted 
abou t a quar ter -mi le wes t o f i ts o r i g i na l site. It is l o ca t ed o n a 
l andscaped h i l l s i de w i t h a f u l l basement , thus p r o v i d i n g g r o u n d 
l e ve l entrance o n one s ide to the basement a n d o n the o ther side, 
entrance to the former m a i n l e v e l o f the s ta t i on . It has h a d a 
p i n k i s h b r i c k veneer p l a c e d o n the exter ior u p to the eaves. T h e 
gables a n d turre t are done i n g rey w i t h the t r i m w h i t e . A n o t h e r 
n i ce j o b . 

L ea v ing m y t racks ide wander ings , 1 spent a n in te res t ing f ew 
hours a t t he M o n t r e a l M o d e l T ra in E x p o s i t i o n a coup l e o f 
Saturdays ago. Sponso r ed b y the Jeunesse de SoleiL ( S i m Youth ) 
a t the i r centre o n S a i n t - U r b a i n Street, i t w a s b o t h f ami l i a r a n d 
di f ferent f r o m o ther shows I have a t t ended . T h e s h o w w a s h e l d 

i n the S u n Youth ' s headquarters , a n o l d conver ted s choo l . Th is 
year t h e s h o w w a s e x p a n d e d to have d isplays, etc., o n three 
f loors . T h e gymnas ium, severa l conver ted c lassrooms, a n d the 
corr idors o f the m a i n f l oor w e r e used . O n the t op t w o f loors, the 
corr idors a n d a c oup l e o f fo rmer c lassrooms o n the second floor 
we re used . The m a i n th rus t o f the s h o w w a s de f in i te ly mode l s 
a n d m o d e l d i sp lays . W h i l e I a m n o t a mode l l e i ; there de f in i te ly 
appeared to be p l e n t y o f g o o d barga ins i n the var i ous scales . I 
f o u n d the m o d e l layouts interest ing, s ince m a n y w e r e i n var ious 
stages o f c o n s t m c t i o n a n d seemed to ref lect act ivity. U n f i k e m a n y 
shows, there w a s ve ry l i m i t e d sa le o f n o n - m o d e l ma t e r i a l . There 
we re n o s l ides a n d n o t r ea l l y a n y sales o f T-shirts o r books , a n d 
o n l y a c o u p l e o f peop l e w i t h v ideos for sa le . T h e one ant ique 
dea ler seemed to b e d o i n g qu i te w e l l . 

A s a t m a n y shows , the l i ve-s team ope ra t ing l ocomot i ves a n d 
the O p e r a t i o n Li fesaver v ideo d isp lays w e r e popu la r . T h e k ids 
a lso seemed to fike the i d ea tha t for t w o b i t s they c o u l d ring a 
r ea l s t eam l ocomot i v e b e l l a t one display. D i s p l a y boo ths 
sponsored b y a c oup l e o f the M o n t r e a l t r a m w a y h i s t o r i ca l g roups 
covered tha t aspect o f the h o b b y a n d the C a n a d i a n R a i l w a y 
M u s e u m h a d a b o o t h o n one o f the u p p e r f loors . 

In a l l , a n in te res t ing s h o w a n d now, w i t h the days b e i n g 
n u m b e r e d for the Deux -Mon tagnes m o b i l e museum, maybe i f s 
w o r t h t h i n k i n g a b o u t p u t t i n g the t w o together for a v i s i t to 
M o n t r d a l o n N o v e m b e r 6 a n d 7, 1 9 9 3 . 

In tha t w e s t e m p rov ince o f Ontar io , J o h n T h o m p s o n reports tha t 
the res taurant i n the r e l o ca t ed Orangevf l le s t a t i on is n o w c losed . 
A n d Den is Taylor advises tha t V I A has f in i shed p l a c i n g a n e w r e d 
s late tfle r o o f o n the C o b o u r g s ta t i on . 

O n a recent t r i p to Pe te rborough , I m a d e a t r ip in to the 
re furb ished fo rmer C P R s ta t i on . The in te r i o r has been done into 
bas i ca l l y one la rge o p e n a rea . One o f the mos t in teres t ing 
features is tha t t h e c e i l i n g has he en r edone w i t h a n e w ce i l i ng 
abou t s i x inches l o w e r t h a n the o r i g ina l , except a r o t m d the edges 
a n d the t w o former h u n g fights. These areas have b e e n k e p t to 
s h o w the o r i g i na l corn ice m o u l d i n g a n d has rel iefs a r o u n d the 
former fight fixtures. O n th is same t r ip , I n o t e d tha t the former 
C N s ta t i on a t M a r m o r a , w h i l e d o s e d for the w in t e i ; is stf l l 
l o ca t ed as a n i n f o r m a t i o n centre i n the p a r k o n the n o r t h side o f 
H i g h w a y 7 o n the east s ide o f the M a r m o r a River . 

Dave Sta f ford has sent a news i t e m from The Era Banner o f 
A u r o r a , N e w m a r k e t , Georg ina , Eas t G w i l l i m b u r y Brad f o rd , a n d 
West Gwf l l imbury . The pape r sa lu t ed the K i n g R a i l w a y S ta t i on 
Commi t t e e o n b e i n g a w a r d e d the C R H A preserva t ion a w a r d for 
1 9 9 1 for the i r efforts i n p rese rv ing a n d r enova t ing the 140-year 
o l d K i n g S t a t i on . 

T h e d a s s i c a l r ed -b r i ck fo rmer C P R s ta t i on a t 8 0 0 C o l u m b i a 
Street i n N e w Westminste i ; B . C . is b e i n g res tored . Th is one-and-
a-haff-storey b u i l d i n g , l o ca t ed h a l f a b l o c k from the Eraser R ive i ; 
w a s b u i l t abou t 1 9 0 0 as the w e s t e m t e rm ina l o f the C P R fine to 
the Eraser. N e w shing les w e r e b e i n g p l a c e d o n the r oo f d u r i n g 
the d a m p days o f the m i d d l e o f November . W h i l e t ra ins o f 
C a n a d i a n Paci f ic , C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l , a n d the S o u t h e m R a i l w a y 
o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a st f l l t r u n d l e past the o l d s ta t i on to s w i t c h the 
adjacent y a r d t racks , none s top there these days, as d i d i n years 
pas t the f requent c onnec t i ng t ra ins to the C P R m a i n l i n e j u n c t i o n 
at Por t C o q u i t l a m . 

T H E FERROPHILIAC C O L U M N 
Please send your thoughts, reminiscences, and historical notes to Just 
A . Ferronut, c/o Ar t Clowes, 1625 ouest, bou l . de Malsonneuve, 
Suite 1600, Montrea l (Quebec) H 3 H 2 N 4 , or at CompuServe 
electronic mail address 71172 ,3573 . 
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TRANSCO NT! N ENTAL 
RAILWAY A N D TRANS IT NEWS 

FROM C O A S T T O C O A S T 

^ ^ r r l R N CANADA 
Gord Webster 

RO. Box 17, Station H 
Toronto, Ontario M 4 C 5 H 7 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 
C P P L A N S T O A B A N D O N C A R 

Four years after hav ing set up the Canadian 
At lant ic Ra i lway to "focus closely o n the 
transportat ion needs o f At lant ic Canada, " CP 
R a i l has f i led notice of intent to abandon aU 
of its l ines east of Sherbrooke, Quebec. CP 
says that i t has lost $52-miUion i n three years 
i n operating the CAR. 

The notices of intent to abandon cover 
the fo l lowing l ines: 
• Part of the Sherbrooke Subdiv is ion, f rom 
Sherbrooke to Megant ic , 68.5 miles; 
• Part of the Moosehead Subdiv is ion, f rom 
Megant ic to Boundary Quebec, at the U.S . 
borde:^ 15.2 mi les; 
• Part of the Mat tawamkeag Subdiv is ion, 
f rom Vanceboro, Ma ine , at the boundary to 
M c A d a m , N e w Brunswick, 5.9 miles; 
• A l l of the M c A d a m Subdivis ion, f rom 
M c A d a m to Saint John , 84.4 mi les; 
• The remain ing part of the Edmundston 
Subdivis ion, between Grand Falls and Cyr 
Junct ion , the connect ion w i t h the C N ; 
• A l l of the St. Stephen Subdiv is ion, f rom 
M c A d a m to St. Stephen 
• The remain ing part o f the KentviUe Subdi ­
v is ion o f the DAR, f rom Goldbrook to Kent-
vflle. Nova Scotia, 4.4 miles; 
• Part o f the Hal i fax Subdiv is ion of the DAR, 
f rom N e w Minas to Kentvflle, 3 rrules. 

The sections of the Moosehead Subdiv is ion 
(101.9 miles) a n d Mat tawamkeag Subdiv i ­
s ion (99.2 miles) w i t h i n the State o f Ma ine 
are covered b y a separate appl icat ion for 
abandonment w i t h the U.S. authorit ies. 

The remainder of the DAR, f rom New 
Minas to Windsor J imc t i on , w i t h the spur to 
the gypsum mines near Windso i ; is be ing 
offered for sale as a short l ine railway. 

The Federal Court of Appea l has t u m e d 
down the request b y M c C a i n Foods to pre­
vent CP R a i l f rom abandoning the Shogomoc 
Subdivis ion. M c C a i n h a d appealed the NTA 
decision to a l l ow the abandonment because 
i t w o u l d have removed aU ra i lway service 
f rom their large p lant i n Florencevflle. 

N E W PAINT S C H E M E E X P E C T E D S O O N 
CP is expected to announce a new paint 
scheme late this year or early i n 1993 . No 
details are known , but speculat ion is rife. 

CP had at one t ime been l ook ing at a 
var iat ion on the o ld maroon-and-grey colours, 
but noth ing has been heard a long those hnes 
recently. Some sources report that CP has 
bought large volumes of the "candy-apple 
red" used i n the red Soo Line paint scheme. 

CP has developed a new crest for its 
"Total Qual i ty " programme, w h i c h is s imi lar 
i n shape to the o ld herald w i t h the beaver 
(Actually i t looks very s imi lar to the crest of 
Queen's University.) 

CPRailSystem 

N E W B O S T O N SERVICE 
Guil ford, CP Ra i l , and the State of Massachu­
setts have unvei led a proposal to convert the 
soon to be closed Fort Devens mi l i tary base 
near Aye^ Massachusetts, into a n intermodal 
fadlity. CP and Springfield Terminal w o u l d 
market a double-stack service between the 
Midwest and MassporPs M o r a n Terminal i n 
Charlestown, Massachusetts. The new 36-acre 
ra i l faci l i ty at Ayer wou ld unstack the top 
container for shipment east o f Aye^ or 
double-stack westbound trains w h e n passing 
through Ayer. This conversion between 
double- and single-stack is required due to 
height restrictions east of Ayer The faci l ity at 
Ayer is expected to open this fal l . In addi t ion 
to this intermodal service, CP and Gui l ford 
are offering a two-day service for a l l freight 
traffic between Boston and Chicago. 

Q U E B E C DIVISION S U P P L E M E N T 
CP issued a supplement to Timetable 27 , 
Quebec Div is ion, tak ing effect at 00 :01 , Octo­
ber 25 , 1992. The supplement replaces the 
pages containing the Brockvi l le Subdiv is ion i n 
the t imetable. Changes i n the supplement, 
other than changes to V IA trains on the 
Brockvi l le Subdivis ion, include: 

• The CP R a i l Intermodal Freight Systems 
logo has been replaced w i t h s imply the words 
CP R a i l System (Rdseau CP Ra i l ) . There is no 
logo o n or i n the t imetable. 
• The t ra in numbers i n the timetable are 
n o w designated as Passenger Extra LRC w i t h 

the t ra in numbers l isted as V IA numbers, for 
example Train 4 0 is l isted as V IA 40 . In 
addit ion, the t ra in numbers are placed at the 
bo t tom of the table o n the left and at the top 
of the table o n the right. This is opposite to 
how i t is usual ly done. 
• A l l footnotes w i t h respect to the operation 
and traffic contro l at Smiths Falls have been 
replaced w i t h four pages of Smiths Falls 
Terminal footnotes. The Smiths Falls Ter­
m i n a l extends to M i l e 2.0, Bel levi l le Subdiv i ­
s ion, M i l e 0.1, Brockv i l l e Subdivision, M i l e 
0.5, ChaDc River Subdiv is ion, and Mfle 122.1, 
Winchester Subdiv is ion. 
• There is a map o f the entire CP R a i l System 
o n the inside rear cover 

U P D A T E O N T H E " H O S P I T A L T R A I N " 
CP's "hosp i ta l t r a i n " of broken and retired 
equipment, w h i c h left Mont rea l on Septem­
ber 19, was described i n the September Rail 

and Tansit. 

More on the consist: • The first three flat 
cars were not for scrapping; they were carry­
i n g two boxcars and their trucks to Weston 
shops for repair ' G P P 8245 was coupled to 
the rear because its front-end drawbar was 
damaged i n a co l l i s ion o n September 13. • 
Only four cars and the o l d locomotives on the 
t ra in ran wi thout wo rk ing brakes. 

More on the operation: • Power for the 
t ra in was SD40-2s 5669 a n d 5619 . • Prog­
ress on the first day was very slow, w i t h the 
bearings on 2-8-2 5468 overheating. W i t h 
frequent lubr icat ion a n d strategic jacking, the 
t ra in was able to make consistent but s low 
progress for the next few days. • The trouble 
w i t h 5468 eventually became insurmount­
able, and i t was set out at Whi te River on 
September 25 , where i t is stfll sitt ing. • The 
t ra in cont inued to Winnipeg . H I 6 - 4 4 8554, 
FA2 4090 , a n d F B 2 4469 stayed there unt i l 
November w h e n they resumed their trip 
west. 

More on CPR 2-8-2 5468: • Though it 
was b i l l ed for Coqui t lam, 5468 is destined for 
the museum at Revelstoke. • CP. decided to 
try replacing the troublesome axle w i t h one 
of the idler whee l sets from the A l A trucks 
on retired M 6 4 0 4744 . The whee l set was 
shipped on CP car 301419 from Montrea l on 
October 19, the axle f rom 5468 was added at 
Whi t e Rive^ and the two were shipped to 
Weston Shops i n Winn ipeg to be made into a 
workable replacement. 

ROADRA ILER D E R A I L M E N T 
A number of RoadRai ler trailers on Train 
529, powered by GP38-2 .3107 , derailed o n 
September 2 at M i l e 43 .71 , Gait Subdivision, 
just east of the V ic tor ia Street crossing, west 
of Gue lph Junc t i on . The derailment occurred 
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at 19:30 but the aux i l iary f rom Toronto Ya rd 
d id not arrive u n t i l 22 :15 . Trains, inc lud ing 
502 at Gait a n d 904 at Pushnch, were he ld 
un t i l the derailed trailers were cleared. The 
t ra in cont inued once the derai led trailers 
were uncoupled a n d the S B U was appl ied to 
the t a i l end of the t ra in . The cause of the 
deraflment was the failure of the suspension 
of one trai le i ; causing the trai ler to drop 
down onto the rai ls. 

S H O R T S 
The Dunnv i l l e Heritage Associat ion has 
acquired f rom the International M i n e r a l a n d 
Chemica l Company the former T H & B Port 
Ma i t l and stat ion. The group hopes to restore 
the station. • CP is evaluating C S X s handhng 
of trains between Detroit a n d Chicago. If CP 
determines that C S X is inefficient i n its hand­
l ing of trains, CP may negotiate w i t h Conra i l 
to handle the trains between Detroit a n d 
Chicago. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
M I D L A N D A B A N D O N M E N T D E N I A L 

The NTA has denied C N permiss ion to aban­
don the M i d l a n d Subdiv is ion, between 
Uhthof f and M i d l a n d . The NTA denied appro­
va l due to the fact that, even though the fine 
is not currently economical , there is a chance 
that i t w i l l become profitable i n the foresee­
able future and i t is also required to rema in 
i n the publ i c interest. The NTA has agreed to 
reconsider the abandonment appl icat ion i n 
18 months, but dur ing that tune, C N must 
file quarterly statements out l in ing CN's mar­
ket ing activities for the Kne. The NTA has 
heard that sales representatives made too few 
visits to customers o n the Kne. It was also 
determined by the NTA that service could be 
reduced to tr i-weekly f rom Monday—Fr iday 
reducing the cost o f operat ion o f the l ine. 

S O R E L D E C I S I O N 
In reconsideration of a 1989 C N appl icat ion 
to abandon the Sorel Subdiv is ion, the NTA 
denied C N permiss ion to abandon the Kne 
between Mi l es 45.5 and 48 .2 , but C N can 
abandon the port ions between Mi l es 77.0 and 
83.82 a n d between Mi les 83.99 a n d 84.20 
(now parts of the Nico let Spur ) . 

The Sore l Subdiv is ion currently runs from 
Bruno Junc t i on (Mi le 0.0), at M i l e 64.2 of 
the Sa int -Hyadnthe Subdivision,- to the end 
of track. M i l e 48 .2 , two miles east of Sorel . 
The remainder of the Sore l Subdiv is ion h a d 
been renamed the Nico let Spup r un n m g f rom 
Ivlile 14.4 o f the Becancour Subdiv is ion, after 
abandonment of the por t ion between Mi l es 
48.2 and 77.0. 

The NTA w i l l reconsider the appl icat ion 
for abandonment of the por t ion between 
Mi les 45.5 and 48.2 i n three years. Abandon­
ment was denied due to the probabi l i ty of the 
l ine becoming profitable i n the near future, 
due to the expansion o f the Port of Mont r ea l 

to Contrecoeui (Mi le 31.3) , w h i c h shippers 
have stated w f l l lead to a n increase i n ship­
ments to a n d f rom Sorel . 

OTHER RAILWAYS 
M O N T R E A L C O M M U T E R TRAINS 

A n announcement is expected before the end 
of the year f rom the Qudbec ministry of 
transportat ion (MTQ) , about new commuter 
raf lway lines i n Montrea l . The expanded 
network cotfld be a long the Hnes of the 
"Bonjour Mon t r ea l " proposal f rom CP Ra i l , 
the " M o n T r a i n " scheme from C N a n d AMF, or 
the plans outflned by the Consefl mdtropoH-
ta in de transport en c o i m m m (CMTC) , the 
regional transit cotmcfl. 

The thrust beh ind the expansion w f l l be 
a n increase i n transportat ion capacity o n a n d 
off the is land of Montrea l . The road bridges 
are fuU now, and i t wou ld be m u c h cheaper 
to handle future growth on trains than by 
buf ld ing new bridges. 

The M T Q has tentatively agreed to pur­
chase 80 single-level cars from GO Transit. 
Cars 1081 and 1088, a long w i t h A P C U 910, 
have been i n the Montrea l area for some 
t ime, be ing put on display at various points. 
A n earlier p l an to sel l some of the single-level 
GO coaches to Peru feU through because of 
the d ismal state of the Peruvian economy. 

VIA O P E N S C O B O U R G STAT ION 
V I A he ld a n open house at the restored Co-
bomrg stat ion o n November 18. It was a n 
overcast morn ing w i t h a l ight east w ind , 
f lmries of snow, and a temperature at the 
freezing point. The eastem end of the station, 
the o ld wa i t ing room, was opened just before 
09:00 to display histor ical photos of Cobourg, 
items and informat ion o n the o ld Cobourg 
and Peterborough Raf lway lamps and 
markers f rom the CNR, and a n H O mode l 
layout. The new wa i t ing room was the centre 
for the opening ceremony. The t o w n crier 
made the announcement, and t o w n a n d V IA 
officials cut a b lue V IA r ibbon strung across 
the doorway to the platform. A l l o f the trains 
dur ing the event were on time, and the t o w n 
crier met the arr iv ing and departing Tra in 4 2 
at 12 :10 . -Z3en/s Taylor 

E X T R A VIA TRAINS A T CHRISTMAS 
V IA is p lann ing addi t ional trains between 
Montrea l , Monc ton , and Hal i fax over the 
hoKdays, a n d the length of the Chaleur w o u l d 
be increased. Equipment for the extras w o u l d 
be the cars not required i n the winter o n the 
Canadian. —BfS Branchline 

A C R A C C I D E N T 
A n A lgoma Central Raf lway passenger t ra in 
struck and kf l led a m a n just nor th of Saul t 
Ste. Mar i e on September 19. The m a n was 
sitt ing o n the tracks near a sharp curve a n d 
was kf l led instantly w h e n the t ra in struck 
h i m . —Toronto Star 

W E S T I R N C A N A D A 
Gray Scrimgeour 

#570 - 188 Douglas Street 
Victoria, B .C . V 8 V 2 P I 

CompuServe electronic mail: 70614,3561 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
O K A N A G A N DIVISION 

C N has separated its Okanagan and Lumby 
subdivisions f rom the rest of the Moun ta in 
Reg ion into a new Okanagan Div is ion, w i t h 
headquarters at Vemon . The Okanagan 
Subdiv is ion extends 3.5 mfles f rom Kanfloops 
to Can. Pac. Jet., where i t runs w i t h trackage 
rights on CP for 10.9 mfles to Campbel l 
Creek. C N tracks resume there (Mfle 14.4), 
and lead to Armstrong (Mfle 70.8) . The 14.7 
mfles between Armstrong and Vemon are 
also by trackage rights o n CP. C N tracks then 
extend f rom V e m o n (Mfle 85.5) to Kelowna 
(Mfle 118.9) . The Lumby Subdiv is ion Hnks 
Lumby Jet. (Mfle 87.6 on the Okanagan 
Subdivision) w i t h Lumby (Mi le 14.4) . 

STE. ROSE SUB . A B A N D O N M E N T 
-Another piece of the wes tem ra i l empire buflt 
by the Canadian No r them Raf lway has been 
abandoned. The begi iming of the twent ieth 
centmy saw Messrs. Mackenz ie and M a n n 
busi ly extending their Canadian No r them 
Raf lway system across the nor them prairies 
between Winn ipeg a n d Edmonton. The core 
of this system between these cities was the 
m a i n l ine f rom Winnipeg , v ia Portage l a 
Prairie, Gladstone, Dauphin , Grandview, 
Warman, Nor th Battleford, and Lloydminste]; 
to Edmonton. 

In addit ion, i t appeared that these gentle­
m e n planned to bu i l d a l ine to every grain 
elevator i n the west. One o f these lines was 
a branch i n Man i t oba from the m a i n Kne at 
Ochre Rivei ; 13.6 mfles southeast of Dau ­
ph in , at what is now Mfle 108.1 o n CN's 
Gladstone Subdiv is ion. This l ine was con­
structed east for 15 mfles from Ochre River 
south of Dauph in Lake to Ste. Rose, and 
opened o n October 7, 1910 . The farmers of 
the area were no doubt very happy to get this 
new fine i n t ime to ship out their newly-
threshed grain. 

Fifteen years latep o n January 23 , 1925, 
a n extension to this branch was opened north 
o n the east side of Dauph in Lake to Rorke-
ton, 22 .12 mfles f rom Ste. Rose. 

For the next 50 years the l ine was oper­
ated as the Ste. Rose Subdiv is ion and was 
used to move farm suppKes i n and grain out 
to market . By 1980, business on the nor them 
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por t ion o f this l ine was not covering costs, so 
i n 1982 the Canadian Transport Commiss ion 
authorised the abandonment of 25 .42 miles 
of the Kne f rom Rorke ton back to M i l e 11.70. 

Now, the NTA has issued authori ty to 
abandon the remain ing 11 .70 miles of this 
Kne. Wh i l e 0.19 rrules cou ld be abandoned 
o n t h e date of the order; the remain ing 11.51 
miles was abandoned 30 days later o n 
November 28 , 1992 . 

T A B U L A R G B O s 
In its fa l l t imetables, C N has added special 
instructions on the new tabular general 
buUet in orders (TGBO) . The TGBO system is 
being put i n place i n some areas to replace 
the present dai ly operat ing bul let ins (DOB). 
The s imple difference between DOBs a n d 
TGBOs is "that a D O B gives in format ion o n 
speed restrictions a n d track conditions for a 
large area, wh i l e the T G B O w i U give the 
same information, but on ly for the specific 
hnes o n w h i c h a t ra in w f l l operate. 

The T G B O is a s impler but more sophist i­
cated vers ion of the D O B . The DOB is pre­
pared at the ra i l traffic contro l centres i n 
each region, and then loaded into a 
computerised fax system. W h e n a crew 
reports for duty at a remote locat ion, they 
pr int a copy stored i n a fax machine i n the 
office. The TGBOs w f l l be pr inted also on a 
fax machine, but the computer w f l l compare 
the scheduled route for the t ra in "with the 
data base of operating instructions a n d pr int 
out only those that "wfll apply to the route of 
the t ra in . This has the potent ia l for increasing 
safety because there w i l l be less irrelevant 
in format ion i n the hands of the t ra in crew to 
distract them firom the in format ion they need 
to know. 

C N was p lann ing to start the T G B O 
system on the M o i m t a i n Reg ion o n December 
14. DOBs wf l l stf l l be issued i n the Edmonton 
Terminals area, where there is more loca l 
and through traffic us ing various routes. 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 
C O A L MINE SAGA C O N T I N U E S 

Last month , I noted that CP R a i l was he lp ing 
w i t h financing of the Greenhflls coal mine . 
O n November 13, a B.C. Supreme Comt 
judge asked for details of offers for the pur­
chase o f two coa l mines owned by Westar 
M i n i n g L td . There are four offers currently 
Teck Corp. of Vancouver has offered to pur­
chase the Bahner mine, and Luscar' of E d ­
monton (British-owned) has offered to buy 
bo th the Bahner a n d Greenhflls mines. The 
Bank of Mont r ea l has purchased CP Rail 's 
interest i n a $25- in f l l i on debt owed by Wes­
tar; the bank is owed more than $300-miUion 
by the m i n i n g company. The bankruptcy 
trustee favours the Luscar b i d for bo th mines. 
Other offers came f rom Loca l 7292 of the 
Uni ted M i n e Workers o f Amer ica and a group 

headed by A J . A l i , a former chief financial 
officer at Quintette. A week later; the Bank of 
Montrea l — as a secured creditor at Bahner — 
b locked the sale of the m in ing assets to 
Luscap favouring a sale of Bahner oifly to 
Teck. Meanwhi le , bo th mines remain closed. 

Wh i l e the two Westar mines and the 
Fording mine remain closed, very few CP coa l 
trains are operating. One report says that 
only two or three of CP's 19. t ra in sets are i n 
service at any one t ime. 

—Victoria Times-Coionist 

I NTERNAT IONAL TRAINS 
A n ar t ide by J o h n Leopard (Pacific Rail News, 

November 1992) o n t h e CP's (Soo's) Paynes-
"vflle Subdiv is ion between Glenwood, M i i m e -
sota, and the Tw in Cities, indudes a good 
summary of the trains currently us ing this 
track, i n d u d i n g the CP nm-through trains. 
The 560-series trains operate through Noyes, 
and the 570-series "via Portal . Potash trains 
v ia Noyes are i n the 630—639 series; those 
v ia Portal use 6 5 0 - 6 5 7 . A new un i t srflphur 
tra in , numbered 616 for loads and 615 for 
empties, operates f rom Ocddenta l Chemica l 
near M e d i c i n e - H a t to Chicago, for inter­
change to F lor ida . Train 770 is a n infrequent 
g lycol t r a in f rom wes tem Canada to Chicago. 
F r o m Crowsnest, B.C. , there are coa l trains 
862 and 870 (for Inland Steel, Chicago), 864 
(Acme Steel, Chicago), and 874 (U.S. Steel, 
Gary Indiana). In land Steel is the largest cus­
tomer; w i t h two or three trains a month . 

N E W I N T E R M O D A L SERVICE 
CP R a i l has introduced a non-stop t ra in 
service for domestic and internat ional con­
tainers, as w e l l as highway trailers, f rom 
Vancouver to Winnipeg . The t ra in operates 
Monday through Saturday, leaving Vancouver 
at 05:30 a n d arr iv ing at Winn ipeg 48 hours 
later. This service is designed to compete 
w i t h trucks. It reduces the tr ip t ime by about 
24 hours. -Telegraph Lines 

E & N N O R T H E R N OPERAT IONS " 
The weekly Esquimalt a n d Nana imo freight 
to Comtenay operating o n Tuesdays, usual ly 
brings one or two propane cars to the pro­
pane dealer and carries out about five cars 
f rom the pole company nor th of town. One of 
the cars w h i c h arrived on October 20 for a 
load of poles was T H & B gondola 2639 . 

O n October 27 , the CP freight (pulled by 
GP38ACS 3006-3008-3011) came to t o w n 
•with a 20-car t ra in , inc lud ing 10 empty Soo 
hopper cars. The cars were loaded w i t h coa l 
on November 2 by a large front-end loader. 
Br inco Coa l M i n i n g Corp. had trucked coa l 
f rom its Qu insam mine outside Campbe l l 
River to a spur on the CP flne. The coa l was 
destined for a U.S. customer who required 
shipment by ra i l ; coa l is normal ly barged out. 
Br inco p lanned to ship coal to Courtenay 
once a week for the next 12 months. Courte­
nay residents objected to the load ing oper­

ations. The ten loaded hoppers taken out o n 
November 3 (by GP38ACs 3000-3012-3008) 
have been the oifly coal shipped by t ra in so 
far. Empty hoppers brought i n on November 
3 were removed o n November 24 . Brinco 
may f ind another load ing site and reschedule 
t imes for loading to please residents. 

—Richard Vincent 

M O R E O N LETHBR IDGE 
A i t em i n the August 1992 Newsletter t o ld of 
the increased amount of traffic that had been 
passing through Lethbridge i n the smnmer. 
The reason that trains were being diverted off 
the m a i n l ine was the work on expanding the 
clearance of the spira l tunnels to accommo­
date double-stack trains. If i t were not for the 
fact that coa l traffic f rom the E lk Val ley is 
d o w n wh i l e three mines are closed, the Cran-
brook a n d Windermere subdivisions wou ld 
not have been able to handle the addi t ional 
trains. Therefore, w h e n the tu ime l work is 
complete a n d i f the mines r e tnm to their 
previous levels of product ion, traffic through 
Lethbridge should return to its usual level. 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
SILVER A N D B L U E T O T H E W E S T 

After hav ing finished work i n Toronto, 1 
re tmned o n the Canadian that left Toronto 
on November 10 . It was a comfortable and 
uneventful t r ip . The fu l l d in ing car had just 
been added back to the t ra in set I was on, as 
the chefs found i t impossible to properly 
prepare"the fuU m e n u i n the smal l k i tchen of 
a Skyl ine car. There were fomr entrees offered 
at dinner ( inc luding two lighter meals). The 
tra in was either o n t ime or early most of the 
way. A freight w i t h a hot box delayed us over 
a n horn: east of Saskatoon, but we caught up 
to the schedtfle by Jasper and arrived i n 
Vancouver more than 15 minutes early. 

The power for the t ra in was F40PHs 
6401 a n d 6451 , to Jasper; where 6401 was 
replaced by 6452 . F 4 0 6452 had arrived firom 
Prince Rupert o n Train 6 the previous day 
and 6401 w o u l d leave on Train 5 three days 
later. By exchanging one unit on the west­
bound t ra in at Jasper; a l l power for the 
Skeena cycles to Vancouver and Toronto for 
regular maintenance. 

Beh ind the engines, the consist was 
baggage car 8610, coaches 8126 and 8124, 
Skyl ine 8502, diner Champlain, sleepers 
Butler Manor, Carleton Manor, and Draper 

Manor, "with Prince Albert Park br inging up 
the rear. A t Jasper; the t ra in was split 
between the Skyl ine and the diner; and coach 
8109, Skyl ine 8512, and sleeper Franklin 

Manor, a l l f rom Train 6 of the previous day, 
were added. So, west of Jasper; the t ra in 
consisted of one baggage ca^ two coaches, a 
Skyl ine, another coach,, another Skyline, one 
sleeper; a diner; three more sleepers, and the 
Park car. 
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The cars for the Skeena are now t u m e d 
on the wye at Jasper U n t i l the major t ime­
table change o f this Apr i l , there was not 
enough t ime to t u r n the cars, so the seats i n 
the Skyl ine faced backwards f r om Jasper to 
Prince Rupert; where the t r a in was t u m e d so 
that the seats faced backwards also o n the 
eastbound t r ip . This was done so that the 
cars w o u l d be facing the correct w a y o n the 
Jasper—Vancouver leg of the tr ip o n the 
Canadian, where the number o f passengers is 
h igher Now, there is no direct co imect ion 
between the Skeena a n d the Canadian at 
Jaspe^ and there is t ime to wye the cars. 

It was a n interesting way to see the 
cormtiy i n the fal l , w i t h b l ow ing l ight snow 
west of Homepayne, over eight inches of 
snow i n Wi imipeg , a n d fair ly clear a n d coo l 
weather i m t i l i t got w a r m near Kamloops. 

—Gray Scrimgeour 

C O L L I S I O N A V E R T E D 
O n November 12, a loaded boxcar inexpl icab­
ly ended up o n the same track as the E & N 
Dayl iner The c a ; f rom the Top Shel f Feed 
p lant i n Duncan, was not iced by a passing CP 
workei ; who phoned the dispatcher. A mess­
age was radioed to the Dayl iner i n t ime to 
stop i t . The t ra in , w h i c h pushed the car back 
onto the spin; was delayed about 2 0 minutes. 

—Victoria Times-Coionist 

N E W E D M O N T O N STATION? 
Pre l iminary discussions have been he ld about 
relocating the V I A stat ion out of downtown 
Edmonton to a locat ion a long either of the 
Wainwright or Edson subdivisions. This 
w o u l d avo id the need for the l ong manoeuvre 
to back into or out o f the present terminal , 
now that i t is stub-ended. Cons tmct ion is 
nearing complet ion o n the new Grant 
M a c E w e n Communi t y College, bu i l t o n the 
previous al ignment west of the stat ion. 

OTHER RAILWAY NEWS 
S A S K A T C H E W A N Q U A R T E R 

The 11 th quarter i n the series of 12 mark ing 
the 125th anniversary o f Confederation is the 
Saskatchewan quartei; unvei led i n Regit ia on 
November 6. The co in shows Government of 
Canada cy l indr ica l hopper cars passing three 
gra in elevators, beh ind stems of wheat. 

The designe:; B r i a n Cobb, used prair ie 
symbols to show that gra in is Saskatchewan's 
m a i n l ive l ihood. -Telegraph Lines 

M O R E B C R MLWs T O M E X I C O 
The November issue of Pacific Rail News has 
a photograph of a Santa Fe freight passing 
through Kansas Ci ty Kansas, o n September 2 
w i t h five former Br i t i sh Co lumbia Ra i lway 
M630s , traded-in to GE, be ing towed o n their 
way to Mex ico . The B C R units were 710, 
719, 716 , 723 , a n d 707 . 

A N O T H E R ROAD/RAILER 
Lawrence Stuckey wr i t ing i n Teleg-aph Lines, 

says that Cando Contract ing o f Brandon 
devised a un i t m u c h l ike the Brandt Road/ 
Rai ler (Apr i l 1992 Newsletter) when- they 
were tearing up the CPR branches nor th o f 
Brandon. Lawrence had heard that the un i t 
had been tested successfully o n the CP Lyle-
t o n Subdiv is ion between Deloraine a n d Was-
kada i n southwestem Mani toba , a n d that i t 
may be used for a n independent operat ion of 
that l ine. 

M O T I Y E J ^ W E R 1 [ii 
r r 

1 

John Carter 

126 Wi l l ow Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M4E 3K3 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
E X - K C S SDs N O W C P UNITS 

The former Kansas City Sou them SD40-2s, 
6 7 0 - 6 7 6 , should, b y the time you receive 
this, be CP property. Their maintenance base 
was transferred to Binghamton, N e w York, 
f rom Toronto Ya rd o n October 2 3 . These 
units have h a d new seats, radios, and te lem­
etry equipment instal led so that they can lead 
i n the U.S. No . 671 was sent to CN's A M F for 
engine wo rk late i n November and i t was 
stiU there as of December 5. 

A RED B A R N IN T H E EAST 
SD40-2F 9019 was i n Saint-Luc for t ract ion 
motor test ing i n November A sma l l decal 
under the number o n the cab side reads 
"P roud to be part of CP R a i l System." Wh i l e 
i n the east, i t was to r u n a n Operat ion 
Lifesaver t ra in to Sherbrooke, and i t took a n 
ac id tr ip to Niagara Falls. It has since 
returned to Heavy H a u l operation. 

SWITCHERS O N T H E M O V E 
S W900 6710, w h i c h is to become a slug, was 
moved to Ogden v ia Sault Ste. Mar i e . After 
the engine block was removed b y A C R for 
A lgoma Steel, the remainder of the uni t was 
taken back to Sudbury before cont inuing its 
j oumey west. • Ex-TH&B N W 2 51 went from 
Aberdeen (Hamilton) to Toronto Ya rd for 
repairs before i t was to go to Port Stanley. 

C P M O T I V E P O W E R N O T E S 
As of the beg inning o f Decembei; a l l of the 
4 5 0 0 - a n d 4700-series " B i g A lcos " were out 
of service. On ly t ime w i l l teU whether grain 
a n d coa l shipments this winter w f l l a l low the 
M L W s ever to r e t u m to service. • SD40s 
5520 a n d 5547 were o n Nor fo lk Southem for 
a few days i n October to pay off horsepower 
hours owed by the D & H . • GP38s 3018, 
3013 , 3015 , a n d 3017 went to Heavy H a u l -
U.S. (Soo Line) on August 3 1 , September 19, 
September 24, a n d October 7, respectively. 
O f geeps 1 5 1 1 - 1 5 1 3 , previously sold to R H ­
US, 1511 is a GP 7 ; 1512 and 1513 are GP9s. 

A D D I T I O N A L I N F O O N 5000s 
Thanks to B m c e Chapman for sending a long 
more informat ion o n units traded-in on the 
GP30S and GP35s (August 1992 Newsletter): 

• GP30 5000 (originally 8200) , buflt w i t h 
parts f rom F7B 1902, wrecked near St. E u ­
gene, Ontario, o n January 7, 1962 . 
• GP30 5001 (originally 8201) , f rom F7B 
1910, same wreck. 
• GP35 5024, f rom FP7 1401, w h i c h h i t a 
washout near Terrace Bay Ontario, o n A p r i l 
17, 1965 . 
• GP35 5025, from F7B 1906, retired after 
the same washout. 

CN NORTH AMERICA 
M O R E U N H S IN C N N A S C H E M E 

A number of units have begun to appear w i t h 
a var iat ion on the C N Nor th Amer i ca paint 
scheme w h i c h debuted o n SD40 6000 . Units 
painted C N N A so far include: 
• SW1200RSS 1338 and 1392 
• G M D l 1166 
• Newly-rebuilt GP9s 7073 and 7074 
These units a l l have the red nose, cab, a n d 
triangle on the hood, a single whi te stripe, 
b lack hood, and whi te C N logo. They do not 

have the grey map behind the logo. 
-A r t Clowes, Ben Miiis, BRS Branchline 

N E W "TAPER T O A S T E R S " ARRIVING 
Mos t of the new series ( 2 4 3 0 - 2 4 5 4 ) of 
General Electric Dash 8-40CMs have n o w 
arrived f rom Erie, Pennsylvania. The first 
two, 2 4 3 0 a n d 2431 , arrived on November 
13 , and entered service at Edmonton o n 
November 22 . Deliveries had reached 2440 
by December 6, a n d o n December 20 , 2451 
and 2 4 5 0 were the sole power on Train 219 
leaving Toronto. A l l of the new series wf l l be 
assigned to westem service, based at Calder 
Ya rd (Edmonton) . -£or/ Roberts, Ben Miiis 

R E C E N T W O R K A T A M F 
Two former C S X Transportation GP40s were 
rebui l t at A M F for use i n a new commuter-
t ra in operation i n No r th Caro l ina. Ex-CSXT 
6583 is now No . 1768 and 6803 is now No. 
1792 . The units were 'modi f i ed w i t h electric 
generators for heat ing and l ighting, and are 
now geared for 108 m.p.h. —BRS Branchline 
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T R A N S C O N T I N E N T A L 

Scott Haskiil 

1 5 - 2 5 2 0 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, Ontar io M6S 1R8 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
T O R O N T O S U B W A Y C A R O R D E R 

The TTC has approved a purchase of 216 T-1 
class subway cars from Bombardiej ; for about 
$ 1. P-miHion per car. The purchase stfl l has to 
receive further approvals f r om the Metro and 
prov inc ia l governments. 

The cars w f l l vary from the this year's 
earlier proposal for a new generation subway 
cap largely through the inf luence of UTDC's 
new ownep Bombard ier The new cars w f l l 
have sophisticated chopper contro l systems 
(after many problems w i t h the chopper cars 
i t already has, the TTC h a d wanted to go 
back to the older camshaft contro l for the T-1 
order ) , ' and more signif icantly A C motors. 
M a n y new urban transit r a i l cars are be ing 
designed w i t h A G motors, w h i c h are smallep 
use less energy a n d are easier to repair 

A further change f rom previous U T D C 
a n d TTC practice is a pre-product ion test 
programme, designed to w o rk out the k i n d o f 
problems that have p lagued the TTC's most 
recent order of subway cars. To test the A C -
motor concept, a n d to see i f the new electri­
ca l systems w f l l interfere w i t h the existing 
radio and s ignal systems, two prototype cars 
w f l l be delivered i n M a y 1995 . The interiors 
of the cars w f l l be unfinished, and the cars 
w f l l consist on ly o f the propulsion,_ braking, 
and communica t i on equipment necessary to 
operate the cars a n d a l l ow testing i n their 
new environment. 

Latep i n August 1995, a six-car pre-pro­
duct ion t r a in w f l l be delivered, a n d w f l l beg in 
in-service testing. The tests are described as 
"strenuous," and wf l l last for six months, to 
a l l ow fu l l evaluat ion of the cars and equip­
ment. Fo l lowing the test, product ion cars w f l l 
be delivered, at a rate of 70 cars a yeap 
beginning early i n 1996 . Deliveries w o u l d 
end i n 1999. The contract includes a n opt ion 
w i t h Bombardier for up to 286 more cars, for 
possible use o n the first " L e f s Move " rap id 
transit extensions, and for the replacement of 
the H-2 class subway cars, w h i c h reach their 
30-year life expectancy starting i n the year 
2000 . 

L O W - F L O O R BUSES F O R E D M O N T O N 
Edmonton Transit w f l l purchase 59 new low-
floor buses f rom an unspecif ied manufactmep 
presumably New Flyer Industries of W i n n i ­

peg. Forty-three of the buses w f l l be delivered 
i n the spr ing of 1993, a n d the remainder i n 
1994. l i k e other Alberta transit agencies 
w h i c h purchased large numbers of buses i n 
the b o o m years of the late 1970s and early 
1980s, Edmonton has not bought a new bus 
for more t h a n a decade. The purchase of low-
floor buses is one move towards improv ing 
accessibflity and convenience for passengers 
who find convent ional buses • difficult to 
board. -CUTA Fomm 

M O R E T U F BUSES F O R V ICTOR IA 
Beg innmg this month , the V ic tor ia Reg ional 
Transit Author i ty is scheduled to receive the 
first of its 16 addi t ional low-floor buses, also 
f rom New Flyer. V ic tor ia was the first transit 
operator i n Canada to introduce the low-floor 
buses into service, earlier this year Deliveries 
should be complete b y January 1993 . 

-CUTA Forum 

MONTREAL 
E L E C T R O N I C DISPLAYS IN M E T R O CARS 

Te ledte Inc., a Mont rea l company has w o n 
a contract to outfit a l l 756 Metro cars w i t h 
new visual-disij lay boards. The three-colom 
electronic displays, about the size of a bus 
destination sign, w f l l provide v i sua l and 
digitised audio announcements of upcoming 
stations, connect ing routes at each station, 
a n d service delay and emergency informat ion. 
The signs w f l l also be money-makers, bo th 
for the S T C U M and for Telecite, as they w f l l 
carry news, weathep advertisements, a n d 
public-service armoimcements. W i t h the 
S T C U M as cash-strapped as evep the revenue 
f rom the advertisements w f l l be welcome. 

Telecite has signed a n exclusive contract 
for the supply and operat ion of the displays, 
two i n each cap next to one door o n each 
side. The cost, to be borne entirely by Tele­
cite, is a n estimated S l f ym f l l i on . Ownership-
wf l l revert to S T C U M after twelve years, w i t h 
the private company retaining rights to 50 
percent o f the advertising revenue thereafter. 

The company was founded i n 1986 ex­
pressly -with the intent of mak ing money f rom 
electronic message boards. The S T C U M 
system was developed w i t h the a id of govern­
ment grants and loans, and was tested i n 
three cars o n l i n e 2 for six months. Publ i c 
react ion was overwhelmingly positive. 

The system works by transmitt ing the 
messages f rom a central control system to a n 
on-board receivep v i a the radio cables that 
already exist i n the subway tunnels. The 
boards are capable of fair ly detailed graphics, 
and messages can be easily and frequently 
changed and updated. No t surprisingly, Tele­
cite sees the S T C U M contract as on ly a first 
step, a n d has approached the Toronto, 
Washington, and London, England, transit 
agencies w i t h s imi lar proposals. 

—Montreal Gazette, via R.D. Brown 

RAILWAY A N D TRANS IT NEWS 

CALGARY 
A C C A R REPA INTED 

A C test car 3002 has been repainted from a l l -
whi te to convent ional CTS colours and has 
retained its number It can stfll be dist in­
guished f rom a distance b y its long roof 
cowl ings. One assumes 3001 wf l l be s imi lar ly 
treated. -Bob Sandusky 

OTTAWA 
TRANSrrWAY CONSTRUCTION 

Construct ion has begun o n the east-end Place 
d'Orldans Stat ion, near the shopping m a i l of 
the same name. A t the same time, construc­
t i o n is imderway o n a 5.8 k m bus lane a long 
H ighway 17, between Champla in Road and 
the east end of Mont r ea l Road . In the south 
side o f Ottawa, wo r k contmues on the south­
east Transitway extension f rom Riverside 
Stat ion to H u n t Club Road . The segment is 
schedrfled to open i n late 1994. 

Wh i l e new construct ion is ongoing, work 
is be ing done o n one o f the or ig ina l stretches 
o f the Transitway to fix deteriorating natural 
rock wa l l s between the Ottawa River 
Parkway and P inhey Street. A t this point; the 
Transitway n m s i n a below-giade cut i n the 
rock. The project, w h i c h was p lanned at the 
t ime the Transitway was first buf l l ; is a two-
year programme to remove loose rock and 
stabflise the surface of the exposed rock. The 
wal ls were left imcovered o n purpose f rom 
the beginnmg, i n order to avo id the expense 
of construct ing retaining wal ls . —CUTA Forum 

B A C K COVER - T O P 

C N SD60 5526, SD40-2 5242, SD40 5111, 
and SD40-2 5323 lead a train west out of 
Calgary on the C P Laggan Subdivision, at II th 
Street S.W. C N and VIA trains were diverted 
away from the C N Edson Subdivision one 
weekend while a bridge maintenance project 
was carried out near Edson. 

-Photo by Bob Sandusky, September 10, 1992 

B A C K COVER - B O T T O M 

This rare view shows the railway terminal at 
Port Perry, Ontario, looking northwest from 
the roof at the back of the two-stall engine 
house. T h e photo was taken some time 
between 1871, when the line opened, and 
1877, when the extension to Undsay replaced 

the steamboat Victoria (seen in other photos 
in the series). Two of the railway's three 
locomotives can be seen, along with a short 
passenger train and several freight cars. A 
history of the Whitby, Port Perry and Undsay 
and its predecessor companies appeared in the 
September Ro/7 and Transit, and another article 
wi th more Information is in this month's issue. 

-Rick jetfs collection 
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