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Friday, May 21 - UCR S Toronto meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at the Toronto Board of Educa
t ion audi tor ium, 6 th flooi; 155 College 
Street at M c C a u l . Ted Wickson w i l l give a 
presentation on the railways o f Guatemala. 
Friday, May 28 - UCRS Hami l t on meeting, 
8:00 p.m., at the Hami l t on Spectator audi 
tor ium, 44 Fr id Street, just off M a i n Street 
at Highway 403 . The programme w i l l be 
recent news and members' current and 
histor ical slides. 

UCRS Excursions In 1993 - Pre l iminary 
p lanning has begun for three U C R S trips, 
based i n Toronto. • May 22 and 23 - a 

two-day trip to Windsor, by VIA. • June 

(date to be determined) - a day-trip to ride 
the RM.S. Segwun f rom Gravenhurst and 
the South Simcoe Railway. • July (date to 

be determined) - a two-day trip to Sudbury. 
Please ca l l R i ck Eastman to conf i rm your 
interest i n any o f these trips. More details 
w i l l be i n next month's Rail and TYansit. 

COVER PHOTO 
The Newfoundland Railway Foreign Express 

(renamed the C N R Caribou after Confeder
ation) heads west In the hills just outside 
St. John's. -Photo by Ken Smith. 1943 
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niecoKdettenr 
MESSAGE FROM T H E PRESIDENT 

Your Society has existed through the years as 
a result of the efforts of many dedicated 
volunteers. These people have served from 
the board of directors to newsletter distr ibu
t ion to safety on excursions. Their efforts 
over the years have resulted i n the Society 
growing into the Society we have today. 

Unfortunately, things have changed i n 
recent years. The number of people w i l l ing to 
donate t ime on an occasional basis has fal len 
to a point where almost a l l Society work is 
now done by the board of directors. 

But future plans for the Society to help us 
grow and to expand our membership base 
w i l l require the effort and input of a group of 
members w i l l ing to work i n several areas, 
such as excursions, market ing, and meeting 
p lanning. 

One of the most cr i t ical problems we face 
is fal l ing membership. This makes market ing 
the club our top priority. We need p>eople to 
promote a market ing strategy for the Society. 
Everything from advertising to attending the 
various shows throughout the year. In the 
excursion area, we need members to suggest 
trips, organise them, and see to their success
ful operation. 

In regards to Rail and Thansit, we require 
people who w i l l identify stores w i l l i ng to 
display our publ icat ion for sale and to be 
responsible for distr ibution to these outlets. 

In the meeting end of things, we need 
assistance in locating speakers for the month
ly meetings. 

A l l of these areas 1 have mentioned are 
cr i t ica l to the future growth of the Society. 
To those who have offered their assistance i n 
the past, and those who currently assist us, 1 
say thank you. 

1 ask you to reflect on the future of your 
Society and how you can contribute to ensure 
that our future is one of continued growth 
and success. 

If you can contribute i n any smal l way i n 
the areas I have touched on, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you for you cont inued support. 
—Rick Eastman 
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FROM "ACTION RED" TO "CANDY-APPLE RED" 

CP RAIL SYSTEM'S NEW PAINT SCHEME 

C P has r a p i d l y b e en c o m p l e t i n g S D 4 0 - 2 s i n its n e w candy-app l e 
red , C P R a i l Sys tem, " d u a l - f l a g " pa in t scheme. A t the t ime this 
w a s b e i n g w r i t t e n , there we re u p to 12 im i t s r epa in ted . They 
we re : 

• S D 4 0 - 2 5 4 1 5 , f o rmer l y Kansas C i t y S o u t h e r n 6 7 0 . Th is is the 
first o f the K C S un i t s to be ove rhau l ed . Its head l i gh t w a s 
m o v e d to the nose, a n d the b e l l w a s m o v e d to rep lace the 
head l i gh t b e t w e e n the n u m b e r boards . 

• SD40 - 2S 5 4 7 5 ( ex-3247) , 5 4 7 6 ( ex-3250) , 5 4 7 7 (ex-3244) , 
5 4 7 8 ( ex -3246 ) , a n d 5 4 7 9 ( ex -3248 ) , former No r f o l k S o u t h e r n 
un i t s w i t h h i g h shor t hoods , n o w w i t h the c o n t r o l s tands 
r emoved a n d the c a b w i n d o w s b l anked -ou t . (The first un i t to 
be c omp l e t ed w a s r enumbered 5 4 7 5 , a n d no t 5 4 7 8 as repor ted 
i n las t month ' s Rail and Transit - the un i t s are b e ing 
r enumbered i n the o rder they are ove rhau led , no t i n the i r 
o r i g i na l order.) N o . 5 4 7 5 has does no t yet have the f lag 
a p p l i e d . 

• S D 4 0 5 5 1 4 . (There are con f l i c t ing reports as to w h e t h e r this is 
a C P R a i l Sys t em un i t , o r w h e t h e r i t w a s the last l ocomot i ve to 
be re leased i n a c t i o n red.) 

• SD40 - 2S 5 8 7 8 a n d 6 0 3 4 . N o . 6 0 3 4 w a s the first un i t i n the 
n e w co lours to be seen i n Ontar i o , l e a d i n g a g r a i n t r a in f r om 
the Soo t h r o u g h L o n d o n , G u e l p h Jet. , a n d H a m i l t o n o n A p r i l 3 . 

• Soo S D 4 0 - 2 6 6 0 7 . Th is is the o n l y u n i t so far to have been 
repa in ted i n the Soo L ine S h o r e h a m shops i n M i i m e a p o l i s . 

• S l u g 6 7 1 3 , b u i l t f r om a n S W 9 0 0 , o n its w a y to Toronto . 
• S D 4 0 - 2 F " R e d B a m " 9 0 0 0 , r eady to be o n s h o w at the Rober ts 

B a n k f ami l y days o n M a y 16 . 

Exc ep t for 6 6 0 7 , a l l o f the un i t s have b e en pa in t ed at O g d e n 
Shops i n Calgary. Expec t ed ou t s o o n are 5 4 8 0 ( ex-3251) , 5 4 8 1 
( ex -3249 ) . a n d 5 4 8 2 ( ex -3252 ) . 

PAINT DETAILS 
M o d e l l e r s a n d C P R a i l shop employees w i l l apprec ia te the 
s imp l i c i t y o f the n e w pa in t scheme. The locomot ives are pa in t ed 
ent i re l y r ed above the w a l k w a y s a n d ent i re ly b l a c k be low. A l l o f 
the l e t t e r ing a n d s t r i p i n g is app l i ed after pa in t ing , u s ing the n e w 
" D i a m o n d G r a d e " ref lect ive shee t ing p r o d u c e d b y 3 M . Th is n e w 
p r o d u c t is m u c h more ref lect ive t h a n the " E n g i n e e r i n g G r a d e " 
ma te r i a l i t rep laces . T h e n e w l e t t e r ing a n d s t r i p ing is sa id to 
ref lect over 9 0 percent o f the l i gh t tha t reaches i t . In fact, ra i l fans 
w h o have a t t empted f l ash p h o t o g r a p h y a t n i gh t have f o u n d tha t 

-CP Rail System photo 

the l e t t e r ing ref lects b a c k so m u c h l i gh t tha t the rest o f the un i t 
c a n h a r d l y be seen i n the pho tog raphs . 

T h e uni ts are l e t tered w i t h b o t h the i r m o d e l a n d 
c lass i f i ca t ion i m d e r the r o a d number . N o . 6 0 3 4 , for example , is 
l abe l l ed as " S D 4 0 - 2 " a n d " D E F - 3 0 v . " 

S ix -ax le C M un i t s w i l l have the a r rangement s h o w n i n the 
p h o t o g r a p h above . A t this t ime, these are the o n l y uni ts be ing 
repa in ted . There are three var ia t ions o n the scheme o n these 
un i ts , for leaders, B-un i ts , a n d B-cabs . (The un i t s w h i c h c a n never 
l e ad a t r a in d o no t have the large letters C P o n the nose.) The 
un i t s to be r epa in ted are the S D 3 9 , S D 4 0 , S D 4 0 A , S D 4 0 B , 
S D 4 0 - 2 , SD40-2F, S D 6 0 , a n d S D 6 0 M mode ls . 

Four-ax le C M un i t s w i l l be the nex t type for w h i c h a pa in t 
d i a g r a m w i l l be comp l e t ed . The un i t s to be r epa in ted are the 
G P 1 5 C , G P 3 0 , G P 3 0 C , G P 3 5 , G P 3 8 , G P 3 8 - 2 , G P 3 9 - 2 , a n d G P 4 0 
mode ls . 

O n l y c e r ta in M L W un i t s w i l l be r epa in ted . In the category o f 
s ix-axle power, the o n l y one is R S D 1 7 8 9 2 1 . The o ther mode ls to 
be pa in t ed are the r ebu i l t R S 1 8 s a n d the C 4 2 4 s . 

Ya rd engines a n d o ther shor ter un i t s w i l l no t receive the 
dua l - f l a g par t o f the pa in t scheme, b u t the l e t t e r ing w i l l be the 
same. The uni ts are the S W 8 , S W 9 , S W 9 0 0 , S W 1 2 0 0 R S , 
S W 1 5 0 0 , M P 1 5 A C , G P 7 , G P 9 , a n d F 7 B mode ls . O n some o f 
these, the C a n a d i a n y a r d swi tchers , ano the r va r i a t i on o f the pa int 
scheme w i l l be a p p l i e d . The 1500- a n d 1600-ser ies GP7s a n d 
G P 9 s w i l l be pa in t ed i n the candy-app l e red , b u t w i l l be le t tered 
C P R a i l u s ing leftover s tock o f the " E n g i n e e r i n g G r a d e " reflective 
letters. The o n l y " D i a m o n d G r a d e " to be a p p l i e d w i l l be the four-
i n c h frame str ipe . 

T h e r ema in ing M L W a n d A l c o un i t s , the C 6 3 0 M , M 6 3 0 , 
M 6 3 6 , R S l l , R S 2 3 , a n d R S 3 6 mode ls , are no t b e i n g repa inted , 
as they are a p p r o a c h i n g the i r ret i rement . 

In the ear l y days, i m t i l a s tock o f the " D i a m o n d G r a d e " 
l e t t e r ing is bu i l t -up , i f a n eng ine is ready to be pa in t ed bu t there 
is n o l e t t e r ing o n h a n d , t h en a n in t e r im vers ion w i l l be app l i ed . 
The u n i t w i l l be pa in t ed candy -app l e red , a n d b l a c k b e l o w the 
w a l k w a y s . The " D i a m o n d G r a d e " frame str ipe a n d un i t numbe r 
w i l l be app l i ed , a n d a s m a l l C P R a i l w i l l be pa in t ed i n wh i t e o n 
a n access doo r o n the cab s ide. W h e n the C P R a i l System 
le t ter ing , the dua l - f l ag , a n d the e n d l e t t e r ing is ready, t h en they 
w i l l be a p p l i e d a n d the s m a l l l e t t e r ing w i l l be painted-over. • 
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A TR IANGLE TRIP T H R O U G H N O R T H E R N Q U E B E C 

BY TRAIN TO THE MAURICIE A N D ABITIBI 
BY BRUCE COLE 
Photos by the author 

Friday, J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1 9 9 3 . I f s that t ime o f year - t ime to go o n 
a V I A R a i l t r i p . I h e a d in to U n i o n S t a t i on i n Toronto a t 0 8 : 4 0 for 
m y 1 0 : 0 0 depar ture o n " R a i n 62 , the La Salle, to M o n t r e a l . I go 
to the V I A 1 P a n o r a m a Lounge to check i n . 

I b o a r d the t r a i n a t 0 9 : 3 0 o n Track 7. T h e t r a i n consists o f 
F 4 0 P H - 2 6 4 0 9 a n d three cars, a n d the V I A 1 car is l oca ted a t the 
ta i l e n d . We depar t o n t ime a t 1 0 : 0 0 . T ra in 4 1 , the w e s t b o u n d 
Capital, is a r r i v i ng w i t h three cars as w e are p u l l i n g out o f U n i o n 
S ta t i on . It is overcast as w e h e a d past Che r r y Street a n d past the 
d i v e rg ing po in t o f the B a l a Subd i v i s i on , p i c k i n g u p speed as w e 
h e a d u p the h i l l to G u i l d w o o d . 

The t i ckets are co l l ec ted , a n d a imouncements are made 
r ega rd ing m e a l t imes, 1 1 : 0 0 a n d 12 :00 noon , a n d abou t the 
choices ava i l ab l e . Today there are three choices, beef o r h a m , 
w h i c h are hot , p l u s c h i c k e n a n d shr imp , w h i c h is c o l d . I chose 
the c h i c k e n a n d sh r imp , bu t i t mus t have b e en popular , because 
there w a s none left b y the t ime they got to me . 1 chose the beef 
ins tead , t o be served a t n o o n . 

Three V I A 1 passengers b o a r d a t G u i l d w o o d . A t P i cke r ing , 
w e move to the n o r t h t rack, a n d w e are n o w t rave l l i ng so fast 
bes ide H i g h w a y 4 0 1 tha t the cars appear to be s t and ing s t i l l . 
There is very l i t t l e s n o w o n the g r o u n d at th is po int , t h r o u g h 
A jax a n d Wh i tby . I f irst hea r the tra in 's wh i s t l e used at Whi tby , 
whe r e I a lso no te tha t the ex tens ion o f the G O R a n s i t commuter -
t r a i n l ine t o O s h a w a is w e l l underway . 

W e over take a n eas tbound fre ight t r a i n a t B o w m a n v i l l e , a n d 
after h a v i n g crossed the br idge a t Por t H o p e , w e move back on to 
the s o u t h t rack . The w e s t b o u n d York from M o n t r e a l , R a i n 6 1 , 
passes us. A t C o b o u r g , the C P R a i l Be l l e v i l l e Subd i v i s i on moves 
to the s ou th o f us . W e meet a w e s t b o u n d fre ight east o f Gra f t on . 
A l o n g th is s t re tch o f t r ack the t e l eg raph poles have the i r w i res 
s t i l l a t t ached ; nearer Toronto, the w i r e has been removed from 
the t e l eg raph po les . 

A t 11 :00 , ho t t owe l s are h a n d e d out a n d ba r service beg ins . 
L i m c h is served as w e leave o u r f irst passenger stop a t K ings ton , 
o n t ime a t 1 1 : 5 7 . F i rs t , the a t t endant br ings sa lad , a r o l l , a n d a n 
assor tment o f cheeses. A f te r that comes the m a i n course, a n d the 
beef is very ho t . 

O u r a r r i va l i n C o r n w a l l is o n t ime a t 1 3 : 1 9 . The w e s t b o u n d 

Meridian passes us at the C o r n w a l l s ta t i on . The t r i p cont inues to 
be imeven t fu l to D o r v a l , w h e r e I leave the t r a i n . I meet friends at 
the s ta t ion , a n d spend a few hours u n t i l the nex t pa r t o f this t r ip . 

It is 1 9 : 3 0 w h e n I arr ive a t C e n t r a l S ta t i on , w h i c h is no t too busy 
ton ight . The Ocean has j u s t left. I a m b o a r d i n g one o f V I A s no-
name t ra ins . T ra in 141 f r om M o n t r e a l to Senneterre . I b o a r d o n 
R a c k 14 at 2 0 : 1 0 . Today's t r a i n has F P 9 s 6 3 1 0 a n d 6 3 1 1 , b o t h 
f reshly pa in t ed , baggage car 9 6 1 7 , coaches 5 4 7 3 a n d 3 0 3 3 , a n d 
sleeper Edmundston. I have a b e d r o o m i n the sleeper, a n d a m the 
o n l y s leep ing-car passenger. 

W e leave at 2 0 : 3 0 . 1 w a l k t h r o u g h the coaches a n d see that 
there are o n l y 2 0 passengers. F r o m Cen t r a l S ta t ion , w e trave l 
wes t o n the M o n t r e a l Subd i v i s i on , t h e n n o r t h o n the Saint-
Laurent Subd i v i s i on , b e tween the C N Taschereau Yard a n d the 
C P Sa in t -Luc Ya rd . Then , w e are t r ave l l i ng east. W h e n w e cross 
the M o n t - R o y a l S u b d i v i s i o n a t J o n c t i o n de I'Est, w e have made 
a lmos t a comple te c i rc l e . 

O u r first s top is a t Po in t e -aux -Remb l es , at the east end o f 
the i s l a n d . A f ter there. T ra in 141 is o n the Jo l i e t te Subd i v i s i on , 
pass ing t h r o u g h p laces s u c h as Sa lomd, Crabtree , Sa int -Bar the le -
my, a n d Sa in t -Jus t in . I f o l l ow the route o n a Quebec r oad map . 

It is very quiet o n the t r a i n . A l l the staff are i n f u l l un i f o rm 
a n d are very friendly. The car a t t endant te l ls me that a t this t ime 
o f year i t is usua l l y very quiet , b u t i n the summer there are many 
peop le t rave l l i ng in to the n o r t h to go c a m p i n g a n d f i sh ing . I c a n 
te l l this is a c o m m u n i t y t r a i n ; i t stops anywhere a n d for any th ing . 

I a m i n the l ounge a n d i t is very qu ie t . T ra in 141 is over one 
h o u r ou t o f M o n t r e a l a n d s t i l l i n a b u i l t - u p area . E v e n t h o u g h the 
ra i l here is a l l w e l d e d , i n the o l d cars y o u sure bounce a r ound . 
B a c k i n the sleeper, the a t t endant has so ld some space to coach 
passengers. W e stop a t S h a w i n i g a n . There is more s n o w outside, 
b u t i t is s t i l l foggy a n d m i l d w i t h freezing r a i n . The s ta t i on is the 
so l i d b r i ck k i n d , a n d is very c l ean . There is a very large y a r d here 
for p u l p a n d paper produc ts . 

Tr iage G a m e a u is a fu l l y a r d w i t h ma in tenance faci l i t ies. I 
c o un t 18 locomot ives , three p loughs , t w o spreaders, a n d a do z en 
cabooses. T ra in 141 goes on to the Lac Sa in t -Jean Subd i v i s i on for 
abou t 2 5 minutes u n t i l Hervey, t h e n o n to the L a R i q u e 
Subd i v i s i on . The s ta t i on a t He r v ey is w o o d a n d we l l -ma in ta ined . 
He rvey is whe r e the t rack sp l i ts - one l ine goes to C h i c o u t i m i 
a n d the other to Senneterre - a n d whe r e I t u r n i n for the n ight . 

W h e n I w a k e up , i t is 0 6 : 4 5 a n d w e are s t opped . There is s n o w 
outs ide , b u t i t does no t l o ok too c o l d . R a i n 141 
is i n Parent, o n the Sa in t -Maur i c e Subd i v i s i on , i n 
a se t t ing o f r o l l i n g h i l l s w i t h lots o f cedar trees. 
The t rack is very good . 

I go to the snack bar for breakfast , bu t there 
is no t m u c h to choose f rom. I jus t have toast a n d 
ju i ce . T h e service is very good , b u t everyone is 
a l r eady s m o k i n g at 0 7 : 1 5 . 

A f ter breakfast I w a l k t h r o u g h the t ra in ; 
there are 15 peop le i n the coaches a n d the car 
a t t endant te l ls me tha t there we re o n l y two other 
s leeper passengers. H e a lso t e l l me that last 
w e e k e n d i t w a s 3 5 degrees b e l o w zero i n this 
a rea ; i t is n o w four degrees above zero a n d 
r a i n i n g l ight ly . M y car a t t endant was a C N 
employee a n d has b e en w o r k i n g for 4 1 years. For 
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18 years, he w o r k e d from M o n t r e a l to W i n n i p e g . 
R a i n 141 is r u n n i n g a b o u t 3 0 minutes la te 

a t th is po in t . It is d i f f i cu l t to take a n y pictvues as 
the t rack a n d a l l the s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d are f lat . 
M o s t o f the passengers o n the t r a i n are ge t t ing 
of f i n Senneterre , a n d a f ew are ge t t ing of f a l o n g 
the w a y to t r ap beaver a n d otter. M o s t o f the 
stat ions a l o n g th is p o r t i o n o f the l ine are iso la ted , 
w i t h no roads . I not i ce at C l o v a tha t m a i l bags 
are b e i n g t a k e n of f the t r a i n . 

The speed l i m i t o n this p o r t i o n o f the l ine is 
4 0 m.p .h . A t Mone t , T ra in 141 is p u t in to a 
s id ing . A s w e w a i t for a n eastbovmd freight, i t is 
overcast a n d the r a i n has changed to snow. The 
freight shows u p w i t h five engines a n d 84 cars, 
m a n y o f t h e m t a n k cars . I get some g o o d p ic tures . 

A r r i v a l i n Senneterre is o n t ime at 10 :30 . 
There are o n l y e ight passengers b y this t ime . The temperature is 
m i l d , so I leave the t r a i n to w a l k a r o u n d a n d I get some great 
p i c tmes . Senneterre is a fu l l ma in tenance facil ity. I c oun t 15 
engines, p lus there is a huge m a r s h a l l i n g y a r d . 

A t Senneterre , the t r a i n becomes T ra in 143 to Cochrane o n 
the Taschereau Subd i v i s i on . The s leep ing-car a t t endant a n d the 
snack ba r a t t endant leave the t r a i n here, to stay overn ight a n d 
get b a c k o n t o m o r r o w for the t r i p b a c k to M o n t r e a l . The c o ac h 
•with the snack ba r a n d the s leeper are c l osed off. Therefore, I get 
a coup l e o f sandwiches before I r eboard , as there is n o food 
service. The c o a c h was no t c l eaned , so w e have a l l the garbage 
f rom M o n t r e a l . A caboose is a d d e d o n to the rear; the conduc t o r 
says i t is needed i n Cochrane for s n o w p l o u g h w o r k . 

S i x passengers are o n the t r a i n n o w w i t h four crew, as w e 
p u l l ou t o n t ime a t 1 1 : 0 5 . There are m a n y speed restr ic t ions, so 
to t rave l the 184 mi les i t w i l l t ake abou t 6V2 hours . Th is area is 
m u c h more bu i l t -up , w i t h severa l s m a l l t owns a n d m a n y farms. 
There are lots o f wh i s t l e s as w e cross h i ghways a n d l o c a l roads . 

A t Bar raute , the Chapa i s S u b d i v i s i o n j o ins th is one . Th is 
t r ack goes n o r t h for 2 0 0 mi les to C h i b o u g a m a u , bu t the par t o f 
the l ine b e y o n d F ranque t has been out-of-service for severa l 
years. There is a l so a large w o o d m i l l at Bar rau te . 

A t Amos , w e p i c k u p a some passengers - a coup l e o f adu l t s 
w i t h y o u n g ch i l d r en , t r a ve l l i ng b e tween a f ew stat ions, jus t 
t a k i n g the k ids for a r ide . W e pass ano ther m i l l , w he r e there are 
lots o f boxcars a n d l u m b e r cars . 

A r r i v a l a t Taschereau is on- t ime at 1 3 : 0 1 . O n R i e sdays a n d 
Thursdays , this t r a i n stops here, is w y e d , a n d r e t iuns to Senne
terre a n d M o n t r e a l . U n t i l a coup l e o f years ago, a l l three t ra ins 
e a ch w e e k w o u l d t rave l to Cochrane , b u t the t rack is no t very 
g ood wes t o f Taschereau a n d w h e n the speeds we re reduced , the 
t ra in c o u l d n o l onger r e tu rn the same day, so n o w it is o n l y done 
w e s t b o u n d o n Sa tu rday a n d eas tbound o n Svmday. 

A f te r Taschereau, o n l y four passengers r ema in . West o f L a 
Sarre , I a m the o n l y passenger, a n d I feel as i f I have char te red 
a t r a i n w h i c h y o u a n d I, the taxpayers , are pay ing for. The o n l y 
service f r om L a Sarre to Cochrane is th is t r a i n today a n d 
t o m o r r o w ; there are no freight t ra ins . The o n l y o ther movement 
is d i n i n g the winter , w h e n a b r o o m p l o u g h is used to keep the 
t racks c l ean . One h a d been over the l ine recently. 

There is a 3 0 m.p .h . speed l i m i t a l l the w a y to Cochrane , bu t 
even a t 30 , i t is a very r o u g h r ide . A t Cochrane , the t r a i n is w y e d 
a n d t h e n b a c k e d i n t o the n o r t h t rack o f the s ta t i on . It has been 
a very en joyable 2 1 hours o n the no-name t ra in . The staff have 
been exce l l ent . The C o c h r a n e s ta t i on has been rebui l t , a n d n o w 
conta ins a ho te l , a restaurant , the t r a i n s ta t ion , a n d the bus 
depot . I s tay here for the n igh t . Because o f the r o u g h t rack w e 

have t rave l l ed over, I s t i l l feel as i f I a m o n the t r a i n for several 
hours after o u r a r r i va l . 

O n S u n d a y mo r n ing , i t is s n o w i n g w h i l e I have breakfast . I'm 
outs ide a t 0 8 : 3 0 to get some p ic tures o f the Northlander as i t 
backs ou t o f the y a r d to the s ta t i on . On ta r i o N o r t h l a n d uses the 
s o u t h s ide o f the s ta t i on a n d V I A uses the n o r t h side. The 
Northlander t oday has G P 3 8 - 2 1803 , e lectr ic generator car 2 0 3 , 
three r ebu i l t G O R a n s i t coaches, a n d a snack car. Twenty 
passengers b o a r d a t Cochrane , a n d w e p u l l ou t p r o m p t i y at 8 :50 . 

The inter iors o f the r ebu i l t cars have been done very n ice ly 
i n greys a n d pastels , bu t I f ind w i t h these fo rmer G O coaches that 
the r ide is very h a r d . I see T ra in 144 for Senneterre b e ing backed 
i n to the s ta t i on . O N R has s tored a n u m b e r o f o l d V I A cars a n d 
G O coaches i n the i r y a r d . 

We are t r a ve l l i ng a t 65 m.p .h . o n the Devonsh i re Subd i v i s i on 
t h r o u g h lots o f s n o w to o u r f irst s top a t Porquis . I a m ab le to r ide 
i n the cab o f 1 8 0 3 o n the R a m o r e S u b d i v i s i o n w i t h the snow 
fa l l ing . I get lo ts o f p ic tures . A t Swas t i ka , ear l i e r that morn ing , 
a n O N R t r a i n w e n t o n the K i r k l a n d Lake S u b d i v i s i o n to N o r a n d a . 
A f te r Eng lehar t , w e are n o w o n the Temagami Subd i v i s i on . The 
opera t ing a n d r u n n i n g crews are exce l l ent . 

A t Temagami , I g o back to the coach . O n w a l k i n g t h r o u g h 
the t ra in , I see that there are 35 peop le t rave l l ing . I go to the 
snack car - i t is cafeter ia-style w i t h a n a t t endant to w a r m u p 
a n y food . T h e se lec t ion is exce l l ent a n d the layout i n the car is 
very good . The food I have is f resh a n d the a t t endant is cheer ful . 
There is a pe t i t i on on -boa rd i n the snack car l o b b y i n g to b r i n g 
back the overn ight t r a i n a n d to keep th is t r a i n . 

The next stop is N o r t h Bay, a n d there is a steady snowfa l l 
outs ide . The c loser w e get to N o r t h Bay, the heavier it is 
s n o w i n g . O u r a r r i va l is o n t ime a t 1 3 : 5 0 . T h e C N c r ew takes over 
n o w for o u r r u n to Toronto . The Northlander depar ts p r omp t l y a t 
14 :00 . Announcemen t s are made a n d t ickets are co l l ec ted . There 
are 4 3 peop le o n boa rd . 

Of f the O N R tracks a n d on to the C N Nevra iarket Subd i v i 
s i on . We pass over the C P l ine a n d there is a two-eng ine freight 
t r a i n . A t S o u t h River, i t is s t i l l s n o w i n g out , a n d t w o passengers 
get o n . We meet the n o r t h b o u n d Northlander a t B u r k s Fal ls . A t 
Huntsv i l l e , the l o c a l switcher, G P 9 4 1 2 5 , is i n the s id ing . 

A t Washago , there is a four-engine fre ight o n the N e w m a r k e t 
Subd i v i s i on , ready to t rave l to N o r t h Bay. As w e head sou th o n 
the B a l a Subd i v i s i on , at 17 :50 , w e are pu t in to a s i d ing for a 
n o r t h b o u n d freight, w i t h a 3 0 m inu t e delay. W e arr ive i n Toronto 
3 0 minutes late a t 1 9 : 0 5 . 

It was a very enjoyable 2 2 9 7 k m . T h e V I A a n d O N R staff were a l l 
good , a n d i t was espec ia l l y fun to t rave l i n no r the rn Quebec . • 

Rail and Transit • April 1993 • 5 



UCRS EXCURS ION - V ICTORIA DAY WEEKEND, 1992 

A W E E K E N D IN P E N N S Y L V A N I A 
BY RICK EASTMAN 

Photos at Horseshoe Curve by the author 

Saturday, M a y 16, 1 9 9 2 , f o u n d me r e spond ing to a s ix o ' c lock 
a l a r m faster t h a n I w o u l d o n a weekday. The reason? A U C R S 
excurs i on to A l t o o n a , Pennsy lvan ia , a n d Horseshoe Curve . 

Seven o ' c lock f o i m d me at U n i o n S t a t i on i n Toronto l o a d i n g 
the fa i th fu l o n b o a r d o u r v a n a n d se t t ing ou t i m d e r a c l ear b lue 
sky - s ome th ing tha t w o u l d change as w e headed s ou th . A t 
Buf fa lo , the bo rde r formal i t ies were t a k e n care o f a n d w e 
c o n t i n u e d s ou th . A s w e neared the Pennsy l van ia state l ine , w e 
observed tha t the s i m h a d d i sappeared a n d r a i n h a d star ted to 
fa l l . A s w e drove fur ther in to the A l l e g h e n y M o i m t a i n s , the r a i n 
a n d fog h a d r educed v i s ib i l i t y to a lmos t zero, bu t h a d no t 
d a m p e n e d o u r sp i r i t s . 

W e a r r i ved at the curve abou t mid-a f t e rnoon. W h a t greeted 
us there was a scene o f change . The r oad f rom A l t o o n a h a d been 
re located t h r o u g h the o l d p a r k i n g l o t a n d a n e w p a r k i n g l o t was 
n o w l oca ted o n the a l i gnmen t o f the r o a d . Nex t to the p a r k i n g 
lo t was the recent ly -opened gift shop a n d interpret ive centre . A t 
the rear o f the interpret ive centre is the l o w e r t e rm ina l o f the 
new ly - cons t ruc t ed fun i cu l a r r a i l w a y to the t rack- l eve l park . The 
cars o f the fun i cu la r are pa in t ed i n Pennsy l van ia R a i l w a y m a r o o n 
w i t h g o l d p inst r ipes a n d keystone emblems . 

The centre te l ls the s tory o f the curve i n photographs , 
art i facts, a n d movies . A charge o f $ 1 . 0 0 gave us a round- t r i p fare 
o n the funicular . T h e u p p e r t e rm ina l leads to the v i e w i n g area a t 
t rack leve l . W e rode u p a n d set t led in to the p i cn i c tables a n d 
pa rk benches a n d v i e w e d the cons tant parade o f C o n r a i l freights. 
I no t ed tha t the G P 9 l ocomot i ve d i sp layed a t the uppe r l eve l h a d 
been moved severa l yards east, to m a k e r o o m for the uppe r 
t e rm ina l o f the funicular . One o ther feature no t ins ta l l ed at the 
t ime o f o u r v is i t w a s l i gh t ing , the w i r i n g a n d m o u n t i n g b locks for 
w h i c h we re pos i t i oned a l o n g the fence b y the t racks . 

A s even ing approached , w e depar ted for o u r ho t e l i n 
J o h n s t o w n . A s w e drove t h r o u g h the dusk , I c o n c l u d e d that they 
h a d done a g o o d j o b i n u p g r a d i n g the faci l i t ies. The interpret ive 
centre a n d gift shop are first-rate a n d the fun i cu la r opens u p the 
s h o w for everyone. T h e o n l y t w o ni ts I c a n p i ck are that the 
p a r k i n g l o t is too s m a l l a n d tha t the hours o f ope ra t i on -
9 : 30 a .m. to 7 :00 p .m. - are no t su i t ed to a l l -day t r a in -wa t ch ing . 
H a v i n g sa id that , I s h o u l d a lso say that these t w o areas are be ing 

rev i ewed b y the peop l e w h o operate the facil ity. A s I stated, ou r 
ho t e l w a s i n J o h n s t o w n — o f f l ood fame a n d a lso k n o w n for a 
fleet o f P C C s , un fo r tuna te l y l o n g gone . W e set t led in to our 
rooms, t h e n met for d inne r a n d a f ew ales i n the ho te l l ounge . 

S u n d a y s tar ted ear ly w i t h a s top a t S o u t h Fork . A r oad 
br idge over the C o n r a i l m a i n l ine a n d a river, w h i c h w e h a d i n 
the past used for pho t o g r aphy h a d been demo l i shed , effectively 
sp l i t t i n g S o u t h Fork i n t w o . B u t w e d i d no t le t us stop us. We set 
u p b y the j i m c t i o n w i t h a c o a l b r a n c h a n d pho tog raphed several 
C o n r a i l freights a n d the eas tbound A m t r a k Broadway Limited. 

A b o u t m i d - m o m i n g , w e headed for A l t o o n a , s t o pp ing at several 
l ocat ions to p h o t o g r a p h fre ights. 

We eventua l l y w o i m d u p at a footbr idge d o w n t o w n , jus t 
wes t o f the A m t r a k s ta t i on a n d o v e r l o o k i n g b o t h C o n r a i l a n d the 
Ra i l roaders ' M e m o r i a l M u s e u m . T h e parade o f C o n r a i l freights 
c on t inued , a n d jus t to spice th ings u p , th is l o ca t i on is jus t west 
o f A l t o tower, whe re the he lpe r vmits are added to a n d t a k e n off 
ft-eights. M id -a f t e rnoon came a l o n g a n d th is b rough t the 
w e s t b o u n d a n d eas tbound AmtiakPennsylvanians. The eastbovmd 
t r a i n h a d the first-class car r u n n i n g to N e w York. 

A f ter A m t r a k , w e drove to the m u s e u m a n d spent about a n 
h o u r there. The m u s e u m is w e l l w o r t h the t ime, w i t h indoor 
exhib i ts a n d a co l l e c t i on o f locomot ives a n d cars outs ide . Nex t 
stop was a n area b y the t racks f requented b y the l o ca l ra i l fan 
communi ty . Conve rsa t i on w i t h one o f the area fans resul ted i n us 
be ing t a k e n to a n area c a l l ed the b r i ckya rd , a n o p e n l oca t i on 
w i t h a c l i f f o n the n o r t h s ide j us t made for photography. A n d 
C o n r a i l coopera ted w i t h severa l t ra ins a n d a r e tu rn ing he lper set. 

W e headed wes t a n d s topped a t G a l l i t z i n , the l o ca t i on o f the 
tunne ls at the top o f the h i l l . We were r ewarded w i t h a 
w e s t b o i m d a n d t w o eastbovmd T V in t e rmoda l t ra ins at the t w i n 
tunne ls a n d a m a m m o t h c o a l t r a i n at the s ing le tvmnel . A s dusk 
was n o w se t t l ing i n , w e depar ted for J o h n s t o w n a n d s topped at 
the inc l ine . W e rode to the top for a pano ram i c view. P laques 
arovmd the l o o k o u t e x p l a i n the f l ood a n d the results. 

T h r o u g h b inocu la rs p rov ided at the v i e w i n g area, we were 
ab l e to see w h a t appeared to be a s m a l l l ocomot ive fac i l i ty a n d 
dec ided to invest igate. The fac i l i ty was l oca ted i n the Be th l ehem 
Stee l comp lex . As a result , w e c o u l d no t get close to i t . 
Unfor tunate , as the m i l l a l so h a d a ra i l r oad , r ang ing f rom 
nar row-gauge to s tandard , w i n d i n g t h r o u g h the p lan t . A s n ight 
f ina l l y set i n , w e r e tu rned to the ho t e l . 

Continued on Page 7 >• 
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THE S H O W M A N M E C H A N I C 

W I L L I A M J . H U C K E T T 
BY DANA ASHDCWN 

One o f the more c o l o i n f u l figures i n Toronto 's ear l y r a i l w a y 
h i s to ry w a s W i l l i a m J . H ucke t t , the Ontar i o , S imcoe a n d H u r o n 
U n i o n Ra i l r oad ' s f irst mas te r mechan i c . B o m i n E n g l a n d i n 1 8 2 1 , 
H u c k e t t a r r i ved i n the d t y i n Oc tobe r 1852 , h a v i n g b e e n 
ent rus ted b y the P o r t l a n d C o m p a n y (a M a i n e l ocomot i ve bu i lde r ) 
w i t h the Ontar i o , S imcoe a n d H u r o n ' s first l ocomot ive , t h e Lady 

Elgin, and s tayed o n i n the service o f the . r a i l w a y as master 
mechan ic , j o i n e d b y h i s b ro the r J o s i a h w h o s i gned o n as a n 
eng ineer i n charge o f the fleet-footed Josephine. 

iA f i l l iam J . H u c k e t t w a s more t h a n j u s t a mechan ic , however; 
for h e w a s g a i n i n g a r e p u t a t i o n as s o m e t h i n g o f a h a n d s - o n 
t roub l eshoo te r a n d doubt l ess l e n t the benef i t o f h i s exper ience t o 
h is n e w employer ; I n 1 8 5 1 , for instance , .he w a s invo l v ed w i t h 
the Bu f fa l o a n d N e w Y o r k C i t y R a i l r o a d Cformerly the A t t i c a a n d 
H o m e l l s v i l l e ) — a cons t i tuent o f the s ix- foot gauge N e w Y o r k 
a n d E r i e R a i l r o a d — t h e n i n the process o f b u i l d i n g a b r a n c h l i n e 
to Buf fa lo , N e w York . A n t i c i p a t i n g the o p e n i n g o f the i n i t i a l l eg , 
H u c k e t t h a d b e e n charged w i t h the company ' s o n l y engine, the 
former N e w Y o r k a n d E r i e N o . 4 Orange w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to the 
Homellsville Tribune o f December 3, 1 8 5 1 , "has b e e n p u t i n f ine 
r u n n i n g c o n d i t i o n b y he r engineer; W. J . H u c k e t t ; " o n J a n u a r y 2 2 
o f the f o l l o w i n g year the Orange h a u l e d the first passenger t r a i n 
o n the fine. B u t the saga doesn ' t e n d w i t h tha t . In J tme o f 1 8 5 2 
the Buf fa lo a n d N e w Y o r k Ci ty 's b r idge over the Genesee R i v e r 
h a d ye t to be finished, a n d w i t h t r a ck a l r eady l a i d o n the 
oppos i te side, a l ocomot i ve w a s needed there to con t inue the 
w o r k f o r w a r d to Bu f f a l o . T h e 15y2-ton Orange w a s consequent ly 
d i smant l ed , t rans fer red across the river; a n d reassembled w i t h i n 
a mat t e r o f three days. A f e w months la te^ W f l l i a m J . H u c k e t t 
w a s d r i v i n g the f irst t r a i n ever to penet ra te in to the d t y o f 
Bu f fa l o . 

H u c k e t t s r e c o r d o f firsts w a s m a i n t a i n e d i n Toronto, b e i n g 
the first to p i l o t t h e Lady Elgpx i n Oc tobe r 1852 , i tse l f the f irst 
s t e a m l o como t i v e i n U p p e r C a n a d a , w i t h h i s bro ther J o s i a h f i r ing . 
W h e n James Good ' s newly - f rn ished Toronto, the first r a i l w a y 
l ocomot i ve ever b m l t i n C anada , h a u l e d the f irst revenue 
passenger t r a i n ou t o f the d t y o n M a y 16, 1853 , H u c k e t t a g a i n 
m a n n e d the thro t t l e . 

T h a t W i l l i a m J . H u c k e t t w a s s ome th ing o f a tinkerer c a n be 
gauged b y h i s 1 8 5 4 pa ten t for a n " Improved s i gna l l i g h t for 
r a i lways . " A t heart , t h o u g h , h e w a s a s h o w m a n . I n J a n u a r y 1 8 4 9 , 
b u i l d e r J o h n R i t c h e y opened the R o y a l L y c e u m Theatre o n K i n g 
Street, b e i n g the first b r i c k p l ayhouse i n Toronto ; b u t b y 1852 i t 
h a d become t a m i s h e d a n d dest i tute . H u c k e t t acqu i r ed i t , 
re juvenated the h a l l , a n d p l a c e d i t i n the ve ry capab l e hands o f 
A m e r i c a n ac tor J o h n N i d d n s o n , w h o m he h a d me t i n Bu f fa l o . 
The foot l ights shone b r i gh t a g a i n o n o p e n i n g n ight , M a r c h 2 8 , 
1 8 5 3 , w h e n the R o y a l L y c e u m Theat re ra i sed the c u r t a i n o n The 

Rough Diamond. 

B y the e n d o f 1855 , the Ontar io , S imcoe a n d H u r o n w a s i n 
a f i nanc i a l m u d d l e a n d m a n y o f the o l d g u a r d f o u n d themselves 
b e i n g r ep l a c ed b y more exper i enced ta l en t r ec ru i t ed e lsewhere . 
H u c k e t t w a s amongs t those rep laced , ye t i t w a s n o t l o n g before 
he h a d o p e n e d bus iness o n h is o w n accoun t w i t h the 
" In t e rna t i ona l G e n e r a l B l a c k s m i t h i n g a n d H o r s e - S h o e i n g 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t " o n Q u e e n Street Wes t a t Co l l ege ( n o w Univers i ty ) 
A v enue . The re i s n o h i n t from the n a m e tha t H u c k e t f s 

es tab l i shment ca r r i ed ou t a n y r a i l w a y w o r k , a l t h o u g h there is 
p r o o f t ha t he d i d so for a t least one c o m p a n y : the Por t DaUious ie 
a n d T h o r o l d R a i l w a y bet ter k n o w n as the W e U a n d R a i l w a y 
w h i c h r a n b e t w e e n L a k e On ta r i o a n d L a k e E r i e b y w a y o f St . 
Cathar ines . I n M a y 1 8 5 7 a con t rac t w a s entered in to be tween the 
t w o b y w h i c h H u c k e t t ( ident i f i ed i n the documents as a 
mach in is t ) agreed to s u p p l y " a l l the Po ints a n d Swi tches requ i red 
i n the cons t ruc t i on o f t h e F i r s t Track, o f t h e E x t e n s i o n o f the 
R a i l w a y . . . to Por t C o l b o m e , a n d s u c h others as m a y be 
r equ i r ed o n the p o r t i o n o f the i r l i n e a l r eady bu i l t , a n d a t the Por t 
Da lhous i e a n d Po r t C o l b o m e Te rm in i , " a m o u n t i n g to a t least 
t h i r t y sets b u t n o t to exceed forty. A c c o r d i n g to the terms set 
d o w n b y ch ie f eng ineer F ranc i s S h a n l y H u c k e t t w a s expected to 
erect a b l acksmi th ' s shop a t S t . Ca thar ines for the purpose a n d 
to carry out a n y repa i rs needed t o the ex is t ing po in ts a n d 
swi tches o n the l i n e . F o r a comp l e t ed set o f n e w po in ts a n d 
swi tches H u c k e t t w a s to be p a i d $65 .00 , a n d further 
compensa t i on w a s a l lowed, for repairs a n d r e l a t ed i tems done for 
the r a i lway ; the w h o l e o f the th i r t y sets o f po in t s a n d swi tches to 
be de l i ve red b y Oc tobe r 1, 1 8 5 7 . 

The r a i l w a y a lmos t ce r ta in l y s u p p l i e d the ra i ls , b u t W i l l i a m 
J . H u c k e t f s ope ra t i on w a s n o t a f oundry a n d so the source of 
the cas t - i ron r a i l cha i rs spec i f i ed for the sw i tches is s ome th ing o f 
a mystery a l t h o u g h one Toronto f i rm, Messrs . W i l l i a m H a m i l t o n 
a n d Son , St . Lawrence F o u n d r y d i d m a k e them, a n d i t is l i k e l y 
that . H u c k e t t ob ta ined t h e m there . 

The Por t D a l h o u s i e a n d T h o r o l d R a i l w a y contrac t m a y have 
represented the l a s t major j o b done b y H u c k e t t p r i o r to d ives t ing 
h imse l f o f the I n t e m a t i o n a l B l a c k s m i t h i n g a n d Horse -Shoe ing 
Es tab l i shment . Perhaps he w a s f eehng too conf ined , for i n 1858 
b o t h he a n d h is b ro the r w e r e engaged o n the G r a n d Trunk 's Por t 
Huron—De t r o i t , M i c h i g a n , b r a n c h , u p o n w h i c h W i l l i a m drove the 
i n a u g u r a l t r a i n in to De t ro i t . I n 1 8 6 5 , W i l h a m t o o k the first t r a i n 
in to Kansas C i t y the p l ace to w h i c h he even tua l l y ret i red, pass ing 
a w a y i n 1 9 0 4 - a s h o w m a n to the end . 

A WEEKEND IN PENNSYLVANIA 
C o n t i n u e d f r o m Page 6 

T h e nex t m o m i n g , w e checked ou t o f the ho t e l a n d headed 
for Cresson . J u s t east o f Cresson, w e s t opped a t a n overpass 
whe r e the C o n r a i l m a i n spHts for the G a l l i t z i n tunne l s . Th is spot 
y i e l d ed severa l freights, i n c l u d i n g a n eas tbound c o a l t r a i n w i t h 
a t least 130 cars w i t h f our r o a d engines o n the head-end a n d 
four pushers o n the rear. T h e nex t t r a i n w a s as oppos i te as c a n 
b e : a n S D 4 5 - 2 he lpe r un i t , s i x boxcars (most ly B C R a h , odd ly ) , 
a n d another S D 4 5 - 2 . A s t ime for the curve to o p e n approached , 
w e he ade d east. W e pat ised a t the curve for severa l t ra ins, t h e n 
he ade d d o w n t o w n to the h o b b y shop, a n d empt i ed o u r waUets . 

W e t h e n h a d l u n c h a n d he ade d for home . The dr ive home 
w a s sp i ced u p b y a n A l l e g h e n y R a h w a y sw i t che r a t Wanen , 
Pennsy lvan ia , sv r i t ch ing a pape r m i l l . A r r i v a l i n Buf fa lo w a s ear ly 
so w e h e a d e d for the A m t r a k s t a t i on i n Depew. A f te r several 
more C o n r a h fireights a n d the A m t r a k Afap/e Leaf for Toronto, w e 
he ade d for the l o c a l Ponderosa a n d d innen W e t h e n recrossed 
the bo rde r a n d m a d e for Toronto . 

A t U n i o n S t a t i o n w e s a i d o u r goodbyes a n d par ted , w i t h a h 
w h o a t t ended h a v i n g enjoyed a g o o d w e e k e n d a w a y a n d l o o k i n g 
f o r w a r d to the n e x t excurs i on . • 
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Some Montreal railway lines 

J . M . H a r r y Dodswortfa. sent m e a no t e a b o u t a street s i gn r e a d i n g 
" r u e de l a S t a t i o n " h e h a d spo t t ed w h i l e d r i v i n g wes t o n rue 
N o t r e Dame , w e s t o f A t w a t e i ; a n d he w o n d e r e d w h a t s ta t i on i t 
re ferred to . I h a d m y susp ic ions , b u t t o o k a dr ive d o w n to check 
it , a n d r e m e m b e r i n g the n u m b e r o f peop l e w h o have r e m i n d e d 
m e tha t t h e r a i l w a y l ines a r o u n d M o n t r e a l are m o r e con fus ing 
t h a n our language , I cons ide red tha t th is w o t d d be a g o o d t ime 
to see i f I c o u l d s tar t to change that . 

W h i l e the CP R a i l f am i l y o f ra i lways have h a d the i r t r a ck 
changes a n d re locat ions , c o m p a r e d to those w i t h i n the C N R a i l 
g roup , they are minor . T h e sec t i on " H o w far is i t f r om M o n t r e a l 
to To ron to? " o n Page 9 o f the J u l y 1992 Newsletter a l l u d e d to 
some o f the changes m a d e o n t h a t route . So, w i t h "Har r y ' s 
quest ion , l e f s l o o k a t some o f t h e changes t h a t have gone o n 
w i t h i n a f e w mi l es sou thwes t o f Mon t r ea l ' s Cen t r a l S ta t i on . 

T h e first l i n e o n the I s l and o f M o n t r e a l w a s the M o n t r e a l 
a n d Lach ine R a i l - R o a d Company . Th is c o m p a n y inco rpo ra t ed i n 
1846 , opened i ts n ine -mi l e l i n e f r o m j u s t east o f w h a t i s n o w m e 
Pee l ( G T R Bonaven tu r e Stat ion ) to the Lach ine W h a r f o n the St . 
L a w r e n c e R i v e^ above the Lach ine rap ids , o n N o v e m b e r 22 , 
1 8 4 7 . The M & L l i n e ex t ended wes t a l o n g the s o u t h s ide o f m e 
Sa int -Jacques a n d t h e n f o l l o w e d the n o r t h s ide o f the Lach ine 
C a n a l . M o s t accept t h a t the n a m e Bonaven tu re for th is M o n t r e a l 
s t a t i on comes f r o m the ear l i e r n a m e o f m e Sa in t -Jacques : i t h a d 
b e e n c a l l e d St . B o n a v e n t u r e Street i n the area o f the s ta t i on . 

T h e M & h s east t e r m i n a l s ta t i on w a s o n the wes t edge o f 
Mon t r ea l ' s bus iness centre o f t h e t ime, w h i c h w a s a l o n g the 
h a r b o u r a lmos t a m i l e to the east. 

S h o r t l y after the o p e n i n g o f the M & L , the deve lopment o f 
the r a i l w a y system tha t w a s to become the G r a n d T runk R a i l w a y 
C o m p a n y o f C a n a d a w a s g a i n i n g m o m e n t u m . B a c k i n 1846 , the 
M o n t r e a l a n d L a c h i n e R a i l - R o a d C o m p a n y w a s n ' t the o n l y 
c o m p a n y ge t t ing a char ter ; t h e M o n t r e a l a n d K i n g s t o n R a h r o a d 
C o m p a n y a lso ob ta ined one . A s i ts n a m e states, i t was to b t u l d 
a r a i l w a y f r o m M o n t r e a l to K ing s t on . 

In 1 8 5 1 , t w o o the r compan ies w e r e char te red . One w a s the 
K i n g s t o n a n d Toronto R a i l w a y C o m p a n y a n d the o ther was the 

M o n t r e a l a n d K i n g s t o n R a i l w a y Company . T h e M&ICs char te r a lso 
pe rm i t t ed i t to purchase the M o n t r e a l a n d Lach ine . 

W i t h the c o n s t m c t i o n p o t r e a l l y s t a r t ing to s imme^ the 
G r a n d T r u n k R a i l w a y C o m p a n y o f C a n a d a came o n i n force i n 
1 8 5 2 w i t h three charters t h a t n o t o n l y pe rm i t t ed i t to b u i l d a r a i l 
l i n e f r o m Toronto t o M o n t r e a l , b u t a lso to u n i t e the t w o smal l e r 
compan ies me n t i o ne d i n the above p a r a g r a p h a n d re imburse the i r 
shareho lders for expenses. T h e t h i r d char te r w a s for the 
cons t ruc t i on o f a br idge across the S t . Lawrence R i ve r at 
M o n t r e a l . 

Traff ic t h r o u g h the M & L B o n a v e n t u r e s t a t i on increased i n 
1852 w i t h the o p e n i n g o f the l i n e f r o m C a u g h n a w a g a to Mooers , 
N e w York . Th i s n e w s o u t h shore l i n e w a s connec t ed to the M & L 
b y ferry service b e t w e e n C a u g h n a w a g a a n d the Lach ine Whar f . 
T h e service w a s a n a l te rnat ive for N e w Y o r k traf f ic t ha t h a d been 
d i r ec ted over the C h a m p l a i n a n d St . Lawrence t h r o u g h Lapra i r i e 
u n t i l 1 8 5 1 , w h e n i t w a s d iver ted t h r o u g h St . Lamber t . 

So, a t th is po in t , om: m a p w o u l d have one fine, the M & L , 
from Bonaven tu re h e a d i n g for Lach ine . The second l ine w o u l d be 
a d d e d w i t h the of f ic ia l o p e n i n g o f the G r a n d T r u n k l i n e f r om 
M o n t r e a l to Brocky f l l e o n N o v e m b e r 19 , 1 8 5 5 . Now, w h i l e the 
G T R h a d ga ined c o n t r o l o f the M & L i n 1 8 5 3 , the G T R d i d no t 
use the M & L Bonaven tu re s ta t i on as i ts first M o n t r e a l t e rm ina l . 
T h e C T R ins t ead used a s t a t i on c a l l e d Po in t S t . Char les , near m e 
W e l l i n g t o n . T h e first P o in t S t . Char l es s t a t i on w a s a c o m b i n e d 
s ta t i on a n d fre ight shed a n d w a s n o t grea t l y apprec ia ted b y 
Mon t r ea l ' s bus iness t rave l lers . 

The M & L s ta t i on w a s n ' t u s ed s ince the M & L h a d been 
c o n s t m c t e d to a 4 ' - 9 " gauge, whereas the C T R w a s b u i l t u s i n g 
the 5 ' -6 " gauge . Th is fact a lso raises ano ther quest ion, one I don ' t 
have a n answer for; may be some readers c a n steer us to the 
answer. A l o o k a t o u r m a p shows the Po in t St . Char l es s ta t i on 
l oca t i on , a n d t h e n the l i n e pass ing the H i b e m i a R o a d s ta t i on — 
b u t because o f the gauge p r o b l e m , the ques t i on — d i d the C T R 
f o l l o w the present route v i a St . H e n r i J u n c t i o n , o r d i d i t f o l l ow 
i ts S t . P a u l B r a n c h pas t t h e St . P a u l s t a t i on (not shown ) t h en 
across the Lach ine C a n a l a n d the M & L a n d o n to M o n t r e a l West 
a n d B l u e Bonnets? These t w o stat ions are n o t s h o w n o n the map , 
b u t are l i s t ed as 4 .95 a n d 5.39 mi l es respect ive ly f r om C T R 
Bonaven tu re i n the 1 9 0 7 C T R Inventory. A check o f a 1 8 5 6 l i s t 
o f stat ions doesn ' t he lp , s ince i t l is ts M o n t r e a l a n d then B l u e 
Bonne ts a t M i l e 5 . Anyv/ay b y the e n d o f 1 8 5 5 o u r m a p has i ts 
s econd r a i l w a y ex t end ing f r o m Po in t S t . Char l es to the top left 
c o m e r o f o u r m a p . 

December 17, 1859 , was a n i m p o r t a n t date i n the r a i l w a y 
h is to ry o f M o n t r e a l , w i t h the o p e n i n g o f the \fictoria TUbuIar 
B r idge across the St . Lawrence River . Th is b r idge comp le t ed the 
connec t i on b e tween the C T R l ines a t Po in t St . Char les a n d its 
fines o n the s o u t h shore a n d pe rm i t t ed passengers t o t rave l 
d i r ec t l y i n the comfor t o f a t r a i n firom the yea r - r ound seaport o f 
Por t l and , M a i n e , to M o n t r e a l , Toronto, a n d beyond . The Pr ince 
o f Wa les f o rma l l y opened th is s t ructure o n A u g u s t 2 5 , 1 8 6 0 . So, 
w i t h th is open ing , o u r m a p gets a l i t t l e m o r e track, the l ine f r om 
the Po in t St . Char l es s t a t i on a l o n g w h a t is k n o w n today a n d 
s h o w n as the F r e i gh t C o n n e c t i o n a n d a l o n g Br idge Street to the 
\fictoria B r i dge . 

A s I ment i oned , M o n t r e a l w a s n ' t p l eased w i t h the C T R ' s 
Po in t St . Char l es s t a t i on i n a fireight shed , espec ia l ly after i t 
became the h u b o f the C T R n e t w o r k . S t a r t i n g i n 1860 , a n d for 
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the n e x t c oup l e o f years, efforts w e r e m a d e to have a n e w G T R 
t e r m i n a l cons t ruc t ed nea r the water f ront , d o w n t o w n , of f t h e 
r i gh t -hand s ide o f o u r m a p . T h e M o n t r e a l R a i l w a y Terminus 
C o m p a n y w a s i n co rpo ra t ed i n 1 8 6 1 for th is purpose , b u t the 
phys i c a l a n d f i nanc i a l obstac les w e r e t oo great, so the dec i s i on 
w a s n o t to tear d o w n h a l f o f the c i t y b u t to upg rade the ex i s t ing 
M & L Bonaven tu r e s ta t i on . 

T h e G r a n d T r u n k a d d e d a t h i r d r a i l i n t o Bonaven tu r e S t a t i on 
w i t h dua l - gauge r a i l serv ice i n the s t a t i on s ta r t ing o n J a n u a r y 2 6 , 
1 8 6 2 . O the r w o r k to u p g r a d e a n d e x p a n d the M & L Bonaven ture 
t e rm ina l b e g a n i n the s p r i n g o f 1 8 6 4 . T h e t h i r d - r a i l con f i gura t i on 
w a s a lso ex t ended across the "Victoria B r i d g e to pe rm i t "Vermont 
C e n t r a l t ra ins to t r a ve l in to M o n t r e a l . Th is three- t rack 
con f i gu ra t i on l a s t ed u n t i l the ear l y 1870s , w h e n the C T R 
conver ted to s t a n d a r d gauge . Th is t r a ck cons t ruc t i on a n d 
upg rade es tab l i shed the "wye con f i gura t i on t rackage at S t . H e n r i . 
M y 1 9 0 7 C T R Inventory l ists a s t a t i on a t S t . H e n r i (1 .50 mi les 
f r o m Bonaventure ) as b e i n g a s ing le-storey b r i c k s ta t i on 2 7 b y 98 
feet w i t h a s late roof, a n d p l ans s h o w i t o n the s o u t h s ide o f the 
fo rmer M & L l i n e . So, rue de l a S t a t i o n is " the shor t street tha t 
w o u l d have p r o v i d e d entrance from m e No t r e -Dame to th is 

s ta t i on . A U t ra ins to a n d from Bonaven tu r e S ta t ion , w h e t h e r 
h e a d i n g across the V i c t o r i a B r i d g e o r to the west , w o u l d pass the 
S t . H e n r i S t a t i on . Th is l o c a t i o n w a s o r i g inaUy ca l l ed Tanneries 
"Wllage, a n d n o d o u b t some f o r m o f s t a t i on h a d ex is ted at th is 
l o c a t i o n s ince the o p e n i n g o f t h e M & l . 

R a i l w a y traf f ic i n M o n t r e a l c o n t i n u e d to increase. C T R 
indus t r i a l t rackage w a s ex t ended eas twa rd i n t o the h a r b o u r area . 
T h e H a r b o u r Spur; c o n s t m c t e d eas tward f r o m the Po in t St . 
Char l es s ta t i on area, h a d a n ex t ra t w o mi l es o f t r a ck a d d e d to i t 
i n 1 8 7 1 . A 1952 t r a ck d i a g r a m shows tha t t h e spur to "Windmi l l 
Po in t B a s i n (Bass in de l a Po inte d u M o u l i n a Vent ) w a s 1.04 
mi les l o n g . 

The nex t l i n e to appear o n o u r m a p w a s compe t i t i on — w h a t 
w e n o w k n o w as the C P R ' s l i n e f r o m W i n d s o r s ta t i on to the West 
Is land a n d o n to Smi ths Fa l l s . T h e C a n a d i a n Paci f ic l eased the 
Ontar i o a n d Quebec R a i l w a y i n 1 8 8 4 . T h e O & Q h a d been 
char te red o r i g ina l l y i n 1 8 7 1 to c o n s t m c t fines i n Ontar i o tha t 
w o u l d connec t w i t h ra i lways i n Quebec . T h e fine w a s finalLy 
ex tended in to M o n t r e a l a n d the C P R o p e n e d its fine f r o m 
W i n d s o r S t a t i on to Smi ths Fa l l s o n A u g u s t 15 , 1 8 8 7 . The s ta t i on 
tha t w a s opened at the eastern e n d o f th is fine i n 1 8 8 7 w a s n o t 
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the W i n d s o r S t a t i o n w e k n o w today, b u t ra ther a f rame s t ruc ture 
tha t w a s used for a b o u t t w o years . T h e s t ruc ture w e see t oday 
des igned b y B r u c e Pr ice , w a s o p e n e d f o r r a i l service o n February 
4, 1 8 8 9 . 

Th is l i n e a n d these s tat ions w e r e n o t the first for the C P R i n 
M o n t r e a l . T h e C P R ' s f irst l i n e a n d s tat ions w e r e a m i l e o r so to 
the east. W h i l e n o t p a r t o f th is s tory C P R ' s f irst t r a i n to 
Vancouve r le f t f r o m M o n t r e a l some three mon ths before the 
Smi ths Fa l l s l i n e w a s opened . H o w e v e i ; i t le f t firom a s m a l l r e d 
b i i c k s t a t i on b u i l t i n 1 8 8 3 a t D a l h o u s i e Square , a m i l e or so east 
o f W i n d s o r s ta t i on . It w a s a lso f r o m th is east-end s ta t i on tha t 
CP ' s fkst Pacific Express le f t for Po r t M o o d y a t 8 :00 p . m . o n J u n e 
2 7 , 1 8 8 6 . I n the r e a l m o f M o n t r e a l stories, i t is a lso in te res t ing 
to no te tha t s ince the C P R d idn ' t have the i r l i n e comp le t ed 
t h r o u g h N o r t h e r n Ontar i o , M r . Van. H o m e , w i t h a n of f ic ia l p a r t y 
le f t the C T R ' s B o n a v e n t u r e S t a t i o n for Ch i cago a n d the wes t i n 
A u g u s t 1 8 8 3 for the o p e n i n g o f the C P R l i n e in to Calgary. 

T h e n e w W i n d s o r S t a t i on m a d e the C T R recons ider the 
status o f i ts Bonaven tu r e s t a t i on — the resu l t w a s the 
expend i ture o f $ 3 0 0 0 0 0 for the d e m o l i t i o n o f t h e o l d w o o d e n 
s ta t i on i n 1 8 8 7 a n d the c o n s t m c t i o n o f a magn i f i cent n e w three-
s torey three - towered b r i c k s tmc ture , w h i c h w a s opened i n 1 8 8 8 . 
T h e p l a i n two-s to rey s t m c t u r e w e r emember f r o m the l a t e 1930s 
w a s the resu l t o f the r e c o n s t m c t i o n o f th is d epo t after a fire i n 
1 9 1 6 . A s e cond fire i n A u g u s t 1 9 4 8 tha t des t royed the adjacent 
fireight sheds a l so da m a ge d the s t a t i on to the p o i n t tha t the 
r e m a i n i n g c o m m u t e r service w a s t rans fer red to C e n t r a l S t a t i o n 
a n d the o l d depo t d emo l i shed . 

A n o t h e r sec t i on o f t r a ck tha t is i m p o r t a n t t oday b u t for 
w h i c h I haven ' t b e e n ab l e to t rack d o w n i ts o r i g in , is the B u t l e r 
Street Connec t i on , u s ed for f re ight t ra ins to by-pass the 
conges t i on b e t w e e n the Po in te Sa in t -Char l es shop, the V I A 
M o n t r e a l M a i n t e n a n c e Centre , a n d Cen t r a l S ta t i on . W h i l e i t is i n 
conf l i c t w i t h dates s h o v m i n a C N R br idge l ist , a 1 9 2 9 m a p 
shows a p roposed c o n n e c t i o n a n d n e w y a r d t rackage to the wes t 
o f t h e Po in t S t . Char l e s shop a b o u t w h e r e the B u t l e r Street 
C o n n e c t i o n i s . 

W h i l e t h e C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n R a i l w a y h a d reached i ts n e w 
t o w n o f M o u n t R o y a l , Quebec , b y 1916 , i t w a s n ' t u n t i l Oc tober 
4, 1918 , t h a t e lectr ic t ra ins w e r e r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the M o u n t 
R o y a l T imne l to H i n n e l S t a t i on . W o r k o n the t u n n e l w a s s tar ted 
i n 1 9 1 2 a n d some t ra ins opera ted t h r o u g h i t as ear l y as 1 9 1 6 . 

T h e f o rma t i on o f the C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s i n 1 9 1 9 
created the s i tua t i on t h a t i t h a d t w o stat ions i n M o n t r e a l — 
Bonaven tu re a n d T l i nne l . W h i l e numerous p l a n s w e r e deve loped, 
i t w a s a b o u t f i f teen years before a f i na l dec i s i on w a s made . 
P roposa l s i n the l a t e 1920s i n c l u d e d a t u n n e l c onnec t i on 
b e t w e e n C P R ' s W i n d s o r s t a t i on a n d the C N R M o u n t R o y a l t u n n e l 
to access a n e w " c en t r a l s t a t i o n " tha t w o u l d rep lace I b n n e l 
S t a t i on . C N t ra ins to a n d f r o m the wes t w o u l d r each the n e w 
s ta t i on b y a n e w b e l t l i n e f r om the wes t i s l a n d to the C a n a d i a n 
N o r t h e r n l i n e n o r t h o f the M o u n t R o y a l t u n n e l . 

F i n a l l y the dec i s i on w a s to b u i l d w h a t w e k n o w t oday as 
the v i a d u c t firom C e n t r a l S ta t i on , s o u t h to cormect to ex i s t ing 
C T R / C N fre ight l ines nea r C N Cape a n d the o lder C T R ma in l ines 
near Po in te Sa in t -Char l e s . So, 1 9 4 2 s a w this l as t m a i n l i n e 
segment o f o u r m a p p u t i n p lace . 

T h e C T R / C N l ines o n o u r m a p have b e e n ident i f i ed w i t h 
va r i ous subd i v i s i on names over the years, b u t tha t is a t op i c for 
ano ther t ime . 

Be fore w e c lose th i s chapte r o n the area, w e s h o u l d take a 
q u i c k l o o k a t i ts s ta t ions . 

The C P R has i ts l imes tone W i n d s o r S ta t i on , w i t h i ts cast le
l i k e arch i tec ture . T h e y a lso have the s ing le-storey b r i c k s ta t i on 

l o ca t ed 1.9 mi l es w e s t a t Wes tmount , a l t h o u g h n o w ou t o f use. 
W h e n opened i n 1 8 8 9 , th is s t a t i on w a s k n o w n as Cote St . 
A n t o i n e . 

C N C e n t r a l S ta t i on , n o w b u r i e d amongs t the s u r r o u n d i n g 
skyscrapers, is a d e a n - l i n e d b r i c k s t ruc ture w i t h a func t i ona l 
g r a n d h a U . A f ew r a i l w a y offices are l o ca t ed over pa r t o f i t . Th is 
s ta t i on r ep l aced the prev ious T m n e l S t a t i o n w i t h i ts canopy-
covered o p e n p la t fo rms l o ca t ed i n a h o l e b e l o w Dorchester 
B o u l e v a r d ( n o w b o u l e v a r d Rene-Ldvesque ) . 

C N Cape is j u s t a t ime tab l e s t a t i on for the s w i t c h l oca ted 
whe r e the tra ins firom the wes t a n d the east j o i n for the i r final 
1.2 mi les i n t o C e n t r a l S ta t i on . 

In the days o f c ommute r t ra ins to the s o u t h shore, there was 
a commute r s ta t i on a t B r i dge . T h e underpasses a n d s ta i rwe l l s for 
th is depo t s t i l l exist. Th is s ta t ion , nea r the e n d o f the V i c t o r i a 
Br idge , w a s used b y shop w o r k e r s f r o m the Po in t St . Char les 
shops a n d the res idents o f the former c o m m u n i t y k n o w n as 
" C o o s e W l a g e " o n the east s ide o f rue B r i dge . Th i s c o m m u n i t y 
w a s demo l i shed to m a k e w a y for some o f the E x p o 67 fac i l i t ies . 

I have men t i oned the ear l y s t a t i on a t Po in t St . Char l es . The 
C T R b u i l t a n e w s ing le-storey b r i c k s t a t i on here i n 1 9 0 1 . Th is 
s ta t i on tha t h a d a sheet i r o n r oo f w a s 13 b y 73 feet. 

T h e C T R ' s 1 9 0 7 Hst shows the H i b e m i a R o a d s ta t i on as a 
s m a l l o c tagona l w o o d she l ter tha t w a s 6.5 feet o n each s ide. 

The S t . H e n r i s ta t i on has b e e n men t i oned . The 1887 -88 
Bonaven tu re s ta t i on w a s 9 8 feet b y 2 3 5 feet. 

S t . Pau l , o n the b r a n c h o f the same name , h a d a w o o d frame 
s ta t i on c o n s t m c t e d i n 1 8 9 4 tha t w a s 18 b y 36 feet. 

CP Rail's Saint-Gabriel Subdivision 
S a n d y W o r t h e n has sent a n u m b e r o f in te res t ing quest ions about 
Quebec r a i l w a y l ines . A c oup l e o f t h e m re late to the reference to 
the a b a n d o n m e n t o f a p o r t i o n o f C P Ra i l ' s Sa in t -Cab r i e l 
S u b d i v i s i o n i n the J a n u a r y 1 9 9 3 Rail and Transit. 

One o f Sandy 's quest ions w a s abou t the o r i g in o f this fine, 
as some o f the fines i n th is a rea are a m o n g the o ldest i n the 
C a n a d i a n Paci f ic R a i l w a y Company . T h e 27.6-miLe l o n g Sa int -
C a b r i e l Subd i v i s i on w a s b u i l t b y t w o companies n o r t h w a r d f r om 
Lanora i e o n the CP ' s Mont rea l—Tro i s -R i v i e r es—Quebec fine. Tha t 
fine h a d b e e n inco rpo ra t ed b y the N o r t h Sho r e R a i l w a y C o m p a n y 
(Quebec) i n 1 8 5 3 b u t the first t r a i n f r o m Quebec d i d n o t r each 
M o n t r e a l u n t i l F e b m a i y 1879- Th is same c o m p a n y b u i l t the 16 .7 
mi les o f the S a i n t - C a b r i e l S u b d i v i s i o n f r om Lanora i e to Sa int -
Fef ix-de-Valois ( ca l l ed St . Fe l i x b y the C P R ) . T h e r e m a i n i n g 10.9 
imles to S a i n t - C a b r i e l w a s c o n s t m c t e d b y the Jo l i e t t e a n d 
B r a n d o n R a i l w a y C o m p a n y w h i c h w a s inco rpo ra t ed i n 1 8 8 6 . 

T h e s e cond p o i n t is one m o r e o f c la r i f i ca t i on . The N T A order 
tha t pe rmi t t ed the a b a n d o n m e n t ( and thus the sale) o f the fine 
f r o m the n o r t h s ide o f Jo l i e t t e to a p o i n t a t M i l e 17 .80 (no r th o f 
Sa int -Fe l ix ) mere l y re l ieves C P R a i l from its ob l i ga t ions to 
m a i n t a i n a n d operate th is app rox ima t e l y 10 mi l es o f ra i lway. Th is 
means tha t B e l - C a z L imi tee n o w owns the t r a ck l i k e a n y other 
pr ivate s i d ing . If B e l - C a z operates over the fine i t w o u l d need to 
c o m p l y w i t h p r o v in c i a l requi rements . If C P opera ted o n it , i t 
w o u l d need to be deemed safe u n d e r federa l requirements . 

C o r d Webs te r notes tha t he does n o t k n o w h o w m u c h o f the 
t rack b e y o n d M i l e 8.04, the b o u n d a r y b e t w e e n C P a n d B e l - C a z 
ownersh ip , is st f l l in tac t , as the l i n e w a s ou t o f service for some 
t ime n o r t h o f M i l e 7.5 due to c o n s t m c t i o n . B e l - C a z also has a 
s i d i n g r u i m i n g of f the fo rmer C P m a i n t rack, l o ca t ed at M i l e 7 . 91 . 
C P rece ived pe rm i s s i on over a year ago t o a b a n d o n the 
subd i v i s i on n o r t h o f M i l e 7 .1 , to the e n d o f track, effective Dec
ember 2 5 , 1 9 9 1 . T h e l i n e o r i g ina l l y r a n to Sa in t -Cabr i e l , M i l e 
27 . 6 , b u t w a s cu t b a c k to Saint -Fe f ix ear l y i n 1 9 8 3 . 
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Hanna, Alberta — clarification 

I s l i p p e d u p aga in . I h a d used a p iece f r o m Telegraph Lines 

o n H a n n a i n the February 1 9 9 3 c o l u m n w i t h o u t fuU ing c h e c k i n g 
m y f i les. B o b S a n d u s k y sent m e a no te to p o i n t ou t tha t some o f 
the i n f o rma t i on w a s a b i t o u t o f date . B o b h a d a n ar t i c l e i n the 
Oc tobe r 1992 Rail and Tiansit o n a t r ip he t o o k t h o u g h 
southeas te rn A l b e r t a i n A u g u s t 1 9 9 2 . 

B o b po in t s o u t tha t o n h is i n spec t i on las t yea^ the t r a c k w a s 
o n the tu rn tab l e , b u t n o t h i n g b e y o n d tha t to a n y o f the sta l ls , 
a n d o n l y a s ing le t r a ck came firom the y a r d to the tu rn tab l e . N o 
t r a ck w a s v i s ib l e i n a n y s ta l l s . 

Books 

O N TRACK: The Railway Mall Service in Canada 

BY S U S A N M c L E O D O'REILLY 
Published by the Canadian Museum of Civilization, Hull , Quebec 
J 8 X 4 H 2 . Price, $39.95 hardbound, $17.95 Softbound; 150 pages. 
Th is b o o k is b a s e d o n a n e x h i b i t i o n en t i t l ed " O n Track , " s h o w n 
at t h e N a t i o n a l Pos ta l M u s e u m i n l 9 9 1 . I t i s a soc ia l h i s to ry o f 
the r a i l w a y m a i l services f r o m 1 8 3 6 t o 1 9 7 1 , a i m e d a t the 
genera l reader. It has w o n d e r f u l i l lus t ra t i ons b o t h o f art i facts i n 
the e x h i b i t i o n a n d o f r a i l w a y m a i l c l e rks a t w o r k . O the r 
pho tog raphs s h o w the ca tchpos t system for p i c k i n g u p m a i l bags 
o n the fly. T h e b o o k ends w i t h a 20-page sec t i on i l l u s t r a t i ng 
some o f the pos tmarks a p p l i e d to letters pass ing t h r o u g h the 
r a i l w a y pos t offices. T h e t ex t is su i t ab l y suppo r t ed b y quota t ions 
f r om documents i n the N a t i o n a l A rch i ves o f C anada , the Repor t s 
o f the Postmasters Genera l , a n d interv iews w i t h former m a i l 
c l e rks . Th i s b o o k covers the subject f r o m a n ang le p rev i ous l y no t 
e xamined a n d is ce r ta in l y a w e l c o m e a d d i t i o n to m y l ibrary. 

W h i l e the l i s t p r i ce o f the so f tbound b o o k is $ 1 7 . 9 5 , 1 p a i d 
$ 1 4 .95 a t M u n r o ' s here i n \f ictoria. -Gray Scrimgeour 

B U R L I N G T O N N O R T H E R N A N D ITS HERITAGE 

BY STEVE GLISCHINSKI 
Published by Andover Junction Publications, RO. Box I 160, Andover, 
N e w Jersey, U . S A 07821. Price, $59.95; hardbound, 192 pages. 

I w a s ce r ta in l y p l eased w h e n I e xam ined a n d r ead m y c o p y o f 
th is book . It is a n ou t l ine o f the o r i g i n o f B N , a n d its 
deve lopment firom 1 9 7 0 to 1 9 9 1 . The first quar ter o f the b o o k 
deals w i t h the precursor r oads - C B & Q , G N , a n d S P & S . The 
un i f i c a t i on a n d E N ' S f i rst decade are descr ibed nex t ; t h e n comes 
the a d d i t i o n o f F r i s co a n d the 1980s , i n c l u d i n g a f ew pages o n 
assoc ia ted r e g i ona l r oads . T h e s e cond h a l f o f the b o o k is devo ted 
to d e s c r i b ing cur r en t opera t i on , d i v i s i on b y d i v i s i on . A shor t f i na l 
chapte r features cab un i t s . I f s a weU-ba l anced presenta t i on o f 
the r a i l w a y i n c l u d i n g su i tab l e reference to C a n a d i a n operat ions . 
A U o f the m a n y pho tog raphs are i n f u l l co lour. M a p s o f the 
system i n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1992 a n d maps o f the precursor roads a n d 
B N d iv is ions are i n c l u d e d , a n d there 's a page e x p l a i n i n g B N t r a i n 
symbo ls . Page l a you t a n d p r o d u c t i o n is exce l l ent . I g ive th is b o o k 
a s t r ong r e c ommenda t i on . -Gray Scrimgeour 

New Books 

The 1 9 9 3 e d i t i o n o f the Canadian Trackside Guide w a s re leased 
i n M a r c h . M o s t readers w f l l n e ed n o desc r ip t i on o f th is b o o k to 
k n o w t h a t i t is a n essent ia l source for those w h o f o l l o w 
con t empora ry r a i l w a y ope ra t i on i n C a n a d a . Ava i l ab l e fi-om the 
pub l i shers , B y t o w n R a i l w a y Society, P.O. B o x 1 4 1 , S t a t i on A , 
O t t awa , On ta r i o K I N 8 V 1 , for $15 .95 p lus $2 .00 postage a n d 
h a n d l i n g . —At Scrimgeour 

Information Network 

Question from: Ted Deller (january 1992 Rail and Transit) 
Subject: CP work service cars 

Does anyone know the background on CP Rail work service cars 

415616 and 415615? They're both former steam locomotive tenders, 

modified for fuel and water service. I understand they were used on 

work trains. 

Reply from: Bruce Chapman 

I n the ear l y 1970s , there w e r e three w o r k cars left i n tha t series: 
N o s . 4 1 5 6 1 4 , 4 1 5 6 1 5 , a n d 4 1 5 6 1 6 . A l l three w e r e fo rmer tenders 
firom s t eam locomot ives . 

• 4 1 5 6 1 4 w a s f o rmer l y pa r t o f G 3 Pac i f i c 2 3 9 6 , b u i l t i n 1 9 4 2 . It 
car r i ed 10 000 ga l lons , a n d w a s sc rapped a t S u d b u r y i n 
No v e mbe r 1 9 8 6 . 
• 4 1 5 6 1 5 w a s s im i l a i ; b u t firom G 3 2 4 0 9 . It was s o l d i n 
W i n n i p e g (poss ib ly to M a n d a k Me ta l s , the scrappers i n Se lk i rk , 
M a n i t o b a ) i n A u g u s t 1 9 8 6 . 
• 4 1 5 6 1 6 w a s the t ender firom P I M i k a d o 5 1 2 0 , b tu l t i n 1 9 1 3 . 
It a lso car r i ed 10 0 0 0 ga l lons , a n d w a s a lso s o l d i n W i n n i p e g i n 
A u g u s t 1 9 8 6 . 

( A di f ferent source o f i n f o rma t i on shows N o . 4 1 5 6 1 4 as b e i n g 
fi-om D I O 7 4 5 a n d N o . 4 1 5 6 1 6 as b e i n g firom D I O 639 , b u t this 
is u n l i k e l y s ince those t w o 4-6-Os w e r e s c rapped i n 1939-40. ) 

Message from: Ray Corley 
Subject: Governor-General's train at Peterborough 

(March 1993 Paii and Transit) 

T h e p h o t o g r a p h o n the rear cover o f the M a r c h issue, cred i ted to 
the c o l l e c t i on o f G r a y Scr imgeotu; w a s m a d e f r om a spare 
negat ive o f m ine . T h e Gove rno r -Gene ra l w a s v i s i t i ng 
Pe t e rborough o n Oc tobe r 1 7 ; 1964 , for the o p e n i n g o f Trent 
Univers i ty . T h e t r a i n w h i c h b r o u g h t h i m to t o w n w a s made u p 
ent i re ly o f gove rnment cars, except for the C P R engine, F P 7 
1 4 0 0 . The pho t o shows the t r a i n s i t t i ng o n the " m i U s i d i n g " o n 
the n o r t h s ide o f the C P R s ta t i on . 

Question from: K. Gordon Younger 
T h e Vintage Locomotive Society, Winnipeg Manitoba 
(Operators of the Prairie Dog Central) 

Subject: CPR business car No. 21 

We are trying to locate a photo of CPR Car 21 which OmerLavallee 

used in his article in the March 1988 issue of C P R a i l N e w a This is 

the only known right-side view we have of Car 21. After an 

unsuccessful search of Omer's files, we hope that someone may 

remember the photo and solve the mystery. Restoration of the 21 is 

a long-term project and any photos of this car will be beneficial in 

returning it to the rails. 

Question from: Scott Hasklll 

Subject: High-level platforms 

High-level platforms at railway passenger stations are common 

throughout the world. Because the platforms match the floor level of 

the coach, easier, faster access is possible for passengers and their 

luggage. These high-level platforms have never been widespread in 

North America, however, presumably became of a lower density of 

passenger usage and the need to spend less on station facilities, 

especially in rural areas. 

This leads to the question: aside from the current examples at 

Montreal's Central Station and Quebec's Gare du Palais, were there 

any other Canadian stations that had high-level platforms? 
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Information Network Plus 
Ogden Point, Victoria 

Question from: Gray Scrimgeour (February 1992 Pail and Transit) 

Subject: C N wharf at Ogden Point 

The old CNR ferry slip at Ogden Point in Victoria was dismantled 

on Friday, February 6,1993. The piers and tracks that remained were 

torn out at that time. The ferry ramp was removed a few years ago. 

The CN ferry C a n o r a brought freight cars from the mainland to 

Victoria and used the Ogden Point wharf for a number of years. 

Does anyone know the details of how this wharf was connected by 

rail to downtown Victoria? Maps from about 1920 show a track 

along Dallas Road to the Outer Wliarf (about a half mile north), but 

do not show any connection to downtown or to the other railway 

lines in town. 

Reply from: Bob Sandusky 

Your ques t i on abou t O g d e n Po in t i n the February f^fli/ and Transit 

caught m y eye. I have a m a p for 1 9 2 1 - 1 9 3 1 w h i c h shows i t 
i so la ted . R o b e r t H i m e r ' s b ook Vancouver Island Railroads shows 
it as i so la ted , w i t h a spur bes ide Da l l a s R o a d to the outer 
wharves . H u n e r ' s a r t i c l e o n \^ncouve r I s land ra i lways i n the 
September 1 9 7 8 Railfan magaz ine shows d iese l 7 1 5 4 s w i t c h i n g 
i t i n 1 9 6 8 a n d refers t o i t as " n o w c l o sed . " 

I suggest tha t i t w a s never connec t ed to the rest o f the 
system, as there is n o ev idence t o ind ica te tha t i t was . C N seemed 
h a p p y to le t the car ferry Canora l i n k i ts i so la ted segments. 
Certa inly , the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n t r i ed to d o th ings i n the least 
expensive maimer . 

It w o u l d be in teres t ing to k n o w w h a t the car traff ic f l ow w a s 
i n a n d o u t o f O g d e n Po int . T h e g ra in e levators we re there a n d I 
w o n d e r i f c a r traff ic w a s to Po int E l l i c e o r to the m a i n l a n d . 

The dock at Ogden Point, being dismantled on February 6, 1993; In 
fact. It is almost gone in this view looking northwest. 

-Photo by Gray Scrimgeour 

Reply from: Gordon Shaw 

The O g d e n Po in t t rackage ex is ted t o serve severa l deep-sea piers 
a n d the former g r a i n e levator a n d never h a d any phys i ca l 
c onnec t i on w i t h e i ther the r e m a i n i n g C N o r E s q u i m a l t a n d 
N a n a i m o t rackage a t I f ic tor ia . 

The h a r b o u r a t V i c t o r i a faces s o u t h t owards the St ra i t o f 
J u a n de F u c a . O g d e n Po in t is l o ca t ed a t the southeast side o f the 
h a r b o u r m o u t h a n d conta ins severa l p iers for deep-sea sh ips a n d , 
u p to a f ew years ago, a large g r a i n elevator. These faci l i t ies we re 

deve l oped a r o u n d 1914 i m d e r federa l gove rnment sponsorsh ip to 
give V i c t o r i a the same mar ine faci l i t ies as Vancouver, its larger 
r i va l o n the m a i n l a n d . A l s o , a t a b o u t th is t ime, the former 
C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Paci f ic R a i l w a y w a s b u i l d i n g a b r a n c h l ine 
f r om V i c t o r i a to Por t A l b e m i i n compe t i t i on w i t h the C P R -
cont roUed E s q u i m a l t a n d N a n a i m o Ra i lway . Th is sp i r i t o f 
expans i on a lso l e d the C N P to i n s t a l l a t r a i n ferry s l i p at O g d e n 
Po in t a n d to b u i l d abou t a k i l ome t r e o f s id ings to serve the g r a in 
e levator a n d wharves . Th is i so la ted b i t o f t rackage was qui te 
remote f r om the p r i n c i p a l C N P yards , fi-eight shed , a n d t r a i n ferry 
s l i p a t Po in t E l l i c e , w e l l u p the inne r harbour . To have connec ted 
these l ines w o u l d have meant t rackage t h r o u g h or near the B .C . 
l eg is la ture b u i l d i n g , the C a n a d i a n Pacif ic 's Empress H o t e l , a n d 
the V i c t o r i a cen t ra l business d i s t r i c t ; i t w o u l d have g i ven quite a 
di f ferent image o f the tour i s ty " O l d e E n g l i s h " V i c t o r i a . 

The O g d e n Po int barge s l i p was s im i l a r to those o n the 
r iver front a t Windsor , Onta r i o , a n d w a s served, f o l l o w i n g the 
C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l takeover o f the CNI? b y the several t u g a n d 
barge comb ina t i ons a n d b y the t r a i n ferry Canora. These vessels 
sa i l ed f r om the CN ' s m a i n l a n d t e rm ina l a t Port M a n n at the 
m o u t h o f the Eraser R i v e r a n d w o u l d o f ten c a l l a t O g d e n Po int 

Streetcar Lines 

Mip br Pa Scrim(Kur K i d Scoa HaskiU 

Sourci: Robat D. Turner. Vanaxner Iskmd Kalrtxxk 
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before p roceed ing to the inne r h a r b o u r ferry s l i p a t Po in t E l l i c e . 
Because o f i ts i so l a t i on , the C N s ta t i oned a s m a l l l ocomot i ve a t 
O g d e n Po in t exc lus i ve l y t o s w i t c h its traf f ic ; latterly, th is w a s one 
o f the three Gene ra l E l e c t r i c y a r d diesels, numbers 4, 5, a n d 7 4 . 
(Rober t D . TVimer, Vancouver Island Railroads, S a n M a r i n o , 
C a l i f o r n i a : G o l d e n West Books , page 113. ) 

The steamer Canora w a s a m u s e u m piece i n itself. She was 
des igned to ca r ry passengers as w e l l as r a i l w a y cars, a n d so w a s 
e q u i p p e d w i t h staterooms a n d repor t ed l y we l l - equ ipped p u b l i c 
space . However , the C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l abso rbed the C N P b y the 
t ime the Canora entered service a n d these faci l i t ies we re never 
used . A l s o , to fac i l i tate d o c k i n g , she w a s des igned t o go 
b a c k w a r d abou t as fast as f o r w a r d ; thus she presented a n 
i m u s u a l appearance w i t h passenger cab ins , t w o side-by-side 
fu imels , a n d a whee l -house amidsh ips w h i c h l o o k e d b o t h t owards 
the b o w a n d the s t e m . 

The pass ing o f t ime, the dep l e t i on o f the forests, a n d the use 
o f t rucks for the r e m a i n i n g sho r t -hau l l u m b e r forced the 
a b a n d o n m e n t o f the C N \hncouver I s land t rackage . S imi lar ly , the 
cost o f m o v i n g r a i l w a y cars w i t h g r a i n -on barges over e i ghty 
mi les o f w a t e r forced the c l osure o f the O g d e n Po int g r a i n 
elevator. In 1 9 8 8 , the ferry s l i p w a s d i sman t l ed . B y then , the 
Canora h a d be en s c rapped a n d the anc i en t tugs a n d barges were 
re t i red . Some wharves at O g d e n Po in t r e m a i n a n d are used b y 
the o ccas i ona l o c ean vessel a n d cruise sh ip . However , the 
C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n era, generated b y the en thus iasm o f 
M a c k e n z i e a n d M a n n , has come to a n e n d . 

This view, looking west, shows the crane that was being used to lift 
pieces of the dock onto a barge. The piles at the right of the photo 
were all that remained of the dock shown In the first photo. 

—Photo by Gray Scrimgeour 

Reply from: A r t C l o w e s 

The f o l l o w i n g is a l i t t l e more abou t O g d e n Po in t - mos t l y abou t 

the corporate s t ructure a n d the car- ferry Canora. 

W o r k i n g back , I be l ieve tha t O g d e n Po in t s tar ted l i fe as the 
V i c t o r i a Te rm ina l R a i l w a y a n d Ferry Company, p r o v mc i a l l y 
i n co rpo ra t ed i n 1 9 0 1 . Th is c o m p a n y w a s to b u i l d a l o n g ce r ta in 
streets i n V i c t o r i a to co imec t w i t h the V i c t o r i a a n d S idney 
R a i l w a y a n d w i t h the E s q u i m a l t a n d N a n a i m o Ra i lway . 

I don ' t k n o w i f a n y t racks were btu l t o r not , bu t i t w a s 
pe rmi t t ed to se l l o r lease its r a i l w a y l ines a n d car-ferry to the 
Vancouver , V i c t o r i a a n d Eas t e rn R a i l w a y a n d Nav i g a t i o n 
C o m p a n y i n 1 9 0 5 . Order - in -co tmc i l N o . 1908 -1098 , da ted M a y 
12 , 1 9 0 8 , approves the sale o f the V T R & F C to the W & E . 

T h e W & E , inco rpora t ed i n 1897 , h a d by t h en bu i l t some 
l ines o n the m a i n l a n d as w e l l as a c q u i r i n g some others . The 

W & E h a d some agreements w i t h the Ket t le l ^ l l e y R a i l w a y to 
cons t ruc t a n d operate a j o i n t s ec t i on b e tween H o p e a n d 
P r ince t on . 

In 1910 , the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Paci f ic R a i l w a y was 
inco rpo ra t ed . Th i s char te r g ran ted rights to cons t ruc t f rom 
V i c t o r i a to B a r k l e y S o i m d . In 1 9 1 7 the W & E a n d the C a n a d i a n 
N o r t h e r n Paci f ic entered in to a n agreement for the C N P to get 
some m a i n l a n d r u n n i n g rights. The C N P became a const i tuent 
c o m p a n y o f C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l i n 1 9 1 9 . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is excerp ted fi-om A History of Saanicli 

Peninsula Railways, b y R. D . Harvey ; B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
Depa r tmen t o f C o m m e r c i a l H a n s p o r t , R a i l w a y s B r a n c h , 1960 . 
( W i t h t e chn i ca l d a t a a n d pho tog raphs supp l i ed f r om the 
c o l l e c t i on o f George H e a m , V i c t o r i a M o d e l R a i l w a y C lub . ) 

Connecting Link - One of the important considerations apart 
from providing a service between Victor ia and Patricia Bay 
was the connecting-l ink w i t h the ma in land system of the 
Canadian Northern Ra i lway by transfer barge and ferry. In 
1918, the exist ing tug and barge system was augmented by 
the arr ival of the car-ferry Canora, and i n this connect ion the 
Victoria Daily Times, i n its issue of December 7, 1918, had 
the fo l lowing to publ ish, namely: 

"Victoria 's connect ing l i nk w i t h the main land system of 
the Canadian Northern Railway, the steel passenger and 
freight car ferry, Canora, Capta in No rman McKay, after a 
passage of two months from Quebec, reached port at three 
o'clock this afternoon after traversing a distance of 7444 
miles from the St. Lawrence by way of the Panama Canal . 

"The Canora was bui l t to carry passengers and freight 
cars between Patricia Bay, where the Canadian Northern steel 
connects w i th Victor ia , and Port M a n n , on the south side of 
the Fraser Rivei ; the Canadian Northern terminals on the 
main land. The car ferry was bui l t by the Davie Shipbui ld ing 
and Repair ing Company, at Lauzon, Quebec, and was 
launched on June 10, the christening ceremony being 
performed by Mrs . R. C. Vaughan, wife of the assistant to the 
th ird vice-president of the CNR. Capta in Norman McKay 
reported a very good passage and is especially pleased w i th 
the command. Capta in McKay was formerly master of the 
Great Lakes steamer Hamiltonian. He has w i th h i m as chief 
engineer W i l l i am Byers, formerly chief engineer of the lake 
steamer H. M. Pellatt." 

Still Sailing - The Canora is s t i l l i n existence in her 37th 
year of service operating regularly out o f Victor ia. She is 208 
feet i n length overal l and 294 feet of length between 
perpendiculars, having a depth moulded to car deck of 2816 
feet and a displacement of 3400 tons. At one t ime at least, 
she had a speed of 14 knots. Her speed, howevei; is deceptive 
ow ing to the type of vessel she is. She probably does not 
make her m a x i m u m speed at this t ime but she plies very 
steadily on her useful duties. 

Message from: G r a y S c r i m g e o u r 

Fur the r to m y quest ion , w h i c h seems to have been successful i n 
a t t rac t ing comments , there was a shor t p iece i n the A p r i l 13 issue 
o f the V i c t o r i a Times-Colonist a b o u t one o f the industr ies at 
O g d e n Po in t : 

" The o l d B . C . Packers fish p lan t , a l a n d m a r k o n federal 
govenunent p rope r t y at O g d e n Point , is g r adua l l y d i sappear ing 
in to h i s to ry as d e mo l i t i o n w o r k cont inues . L o o k i n g l i ke someth ing 
out o f a w a r zone o n Monday , i t was a far c ry f r om the days 
w h e n painters first le t tered the co ld-storage facil ity. B u i l t i n the 
m id -1920s , the p l an t shut d o w n i n 1990 , w i t h B . C . Packers 
say ing f i sh ing pat terns h a d mo v e d n o r t h a n d no t enough f ish 
were b e i n g b rough t to V i c t o r i a . " 
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T R A N S C O N T I N E N T A L 
RAILWAY A N D TRANS IT NEWS 

FROM C O A S T T O C O A S T 

^ S T I R N C A N A D A 
Gord Webster 

RO. Box 17, Station H 
Toronto, Ontar io M 4 C 5 H 7 

CompuServe electronic mail: 72122,3353 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
APRIL S C H E D U L E C H A N G E S 

VIAs summer t imetable came into effect o n 
A p r i l 25 this yean There are no major 
changes to service i n the new schedules, but 
there are some changes to departure t imes or 
travel t imes o f trains, to reflect equipment 
changes a n d summer construct ion projects, as 
l isted below. 

The changes o f V I A t ra in numbers l isted 
i n the M a r c h RaU and TFanst were not made 
- they w i n be made i n the fa l l schedule 
change, o n M o n d a y November 1. 
• Halifax—Montreal — W i t h the complet ion of 
the change o f eqmpment o n the Atlantic and 
the Ocean f rom steam-heated to electricaliy-
heated, some servic ing t ime can be removed 
f rom the schedules. Trains 11 and 15 w i l l 
n ow leave Hal i fax at 14:00, 30 minutes later 
than previously and ma in ta in the same 
arr iva l t ime at Mont rea l . Eastbound Tra in 14 
w i l l leave M o n t r & l at 19 :00, 15 minutes 
late^ and Tra in 12 w i U leave at 18:45, 15 
minutes la ter Bo th w i U arrive at M o n c t o n at 
10:40, 30 minutes earl ier and at Hal i fax at 
15:20, 34 minutes earl ier 

• Gaspd-MontrM - The schedule of the 
Chaleur has also been accelerated. West
bound, Train 17 w i l l leave Gasp6 at 16:20, 
35 minutes later t h a n i n the last t imetable, 
and w i l l s t i l l arrive i n M o n t r & l at 08 :15 . 
Eastbound, Tra in 16 w i l l leave M o n t r & l at 
19:00, 15 minutes late^ and arrive at Gaspe 
at 11:00, 2 8 minutes ear l ier 

• Qudbec-Montrdal - Westbound, Train 23 
w i l l leave Quebec at 10 :20 , 3 0 minutes 
earlier than before, a n d Train 2 7 w i l l leave at 
17:35, 15 minutes la ter Eastbound, Train 
620 (Saturdays only) w i l l leave M o n t r f a l 2 0 
minutes late^ at 08 :20 . Tra in 2 2 wf l l leave 
M o n t r & l at 13 :20 every day 50 minutes 
late^ mak ing the connect ion from Toronto 
o n Train 60 that was removed w i t h the 
changes i n October The separate Saturday 
operation as Tra in 622 w f l l end, a n d Train 
2 2 w f l l therefore r u n seven days a week. 

• Montreal-Jonquidre and Montreal-

Senneterre - Two more o f V IAs trains have 
been named. Mo n t r 6a l - Jo nqu i6 r e Trains 
132, 133 , a n d 138 are now the Saguenay. 

M o n t r & l - S e i m e t e n e Trains 134, 135, 141 , 
a n d 142 are now theAbitibi, but the cont inu-
at ion of these trains west of Senneterre to 
Taschereau and Cochrane s t i l l have no name. 
The on ly other V IA trains w i t h no name are 
the RDCs between Sudbury a n d Whi t e River 
and the Man i t oba m ixed trains between The 
Pas and Lynn Lake and between Wabowden 
and Chuich f l l . 

• Montrdal-Ottawa - No changes, except for 
t iny shifts of one minute i n the times of 
Trains 30 , 130, and 32 at Maxv iUe and 
Alexandr ia . 
• Montrial-Toronto - The Metropolis w f l l 
re turn to its o i i g ina l departure t ime of 16 :00 
from bo th Mont rea l and Toronto. In October 
the time was changed to 15:59 to publicise 
the 3 h 59 m i n travel t ime made possible 
w i t h 100 m.p.h. operation. Mos t other trains 
have h a d 10 minutes added to their arr ival 
t imes to a l l ow for delays caused b y track-
work . Train 65 has new stops at Bellevflle 
(Sundays only) a n d Port Hope. 

• Ottawa-Toronto — Westbound, Train 45 
w f l l leave Ottawa at 11:35, five minutes later 
t h a n i n the previous timetable, and Train 4 7 
w f l l leave at 15:35, five minutes earlier: 
Tra in 45 w f l l no longer stop for passengers at 
Brockvfl le or Port Hope. AU trains except 
Trains 4 4 and 49 have h a d five to seven 
minutes added for the summer 

• Toronto-Windsor - Westbound, Tra in 73 
wf l l leave Toronto at 12:35, 30 minutes 
earlier than before. Train 75 w f l l no longer 
stop at Aldershot, Woodstock, or IngersoU, 
but Tra in 79 has new stops at IngersoU a n d 
Glencoe (Woodstock was added after the 
October t imetable change). Eastbormd, Tra in 
74 w U l leave Windsor at 11:30, 10 minutes 
earUe^ Train 76 w U l leave at 15:00, 25 m i n 
utes late^ and Train 78 w i U leave at 18:15, 
15 minutes later A U trains have three to 
eight minutes added for the su imner 

• Toronto-Samia - Tra in 87 w i U leave 
Toronto at 18:45, 10 minutes later than i n 
the last t imetable. A U evening trains have 10 
minutes added to their arr iva l times for the 
summer 
• Toronto-Vancouver - M i n o r changes have 
been made to intermediate t imes of Trains 1 
and 2, but the only major stop affected is 
Kamloops, B.C. , o n the eastbound tr ip, where 
the t ra in w i U arrive and leave n ine minutes 
earUer The flagstop a t Hudson, Ontario, just 
west o f S ioux Lookout, has been removed 
from the t imetable. 

D E R A I L M E N T IN Q U E B E C 
Tra in 134, f rom Senneterre to Montreal , 
deraUed its two engines a n d baggage car 
w h e n i t h i t a track washout at MUe 17.5 of 
the Sa int -Maur ice Subdiv is ion, west of La 
Tuque, Qudbec, at 05:35 o n AprU 9. The 
eastbound t ra in h i t a section of washed-out 
track beside the Saint-Maur ice R iver Water 
levels were h i gh f rom mel t ing ice and snow. 

There were 70 passengers and seven crew 
members o n board the tra in . Five people 
were f l own to hospita l i n La Tuque for treat
ment : three passengers suffered shock, one 
passenger suffered a head injury and the 
engineer was hospital ised overnight for cuts, 
bruises, a n d examinat ion. The remain ing 
passengers wai ted w i t h the t ra in u n t i l rescue 
engines arr ived to p u l l the rest of the t ra in 
back three miles to Rapide-Blanc. 

There, the passengers boarded three 
different buses for the remainder of their 
j o u m e y The first bus left Rapide-Blanc at 
12:40 w i t h 12 passengers, stopping at Pointe-
aux-Trembles before arr iv ing at Montrea l 
Centra l S ta t ion at 16 :00 . The second bus 
departed at 13 :00 w i t h 17 passengers, stop
p ing at Saint-Tite, before go ing to Qudbec 
C i ty a n d the th i rd bus, w i t h 2 4 passengers, 
stopped at intermediate points between La 
Tuque a n d Mont rea l . The remainder of the 
passengers returned home. 

The t ra in was made up of FP9s 6310 and 
6314, baggage car 9672 , coach 5449, coach-
cafe-lounge 3033 , a n d sleeper 1112-Eden-

wold. The units suffered fire damage after the 
fuel from one o f the units spilt and was 
ignited. The units are be ing repaired and are 
expected back i n service shortly. 

Bus service was used i m t i l the l ine 
reopened for service o n Apr i l 16. FuU service 
to the l ine was restored by A p r i l 2 1 . 

C N detoured its freight trains from and to 
the area v ia Rouyn-Noranda and the Ontario 
Nor th land Ra i lway to No r th Bay. The routing 
of trains from Seimeteixe, Quebec, was down 
the C N Va l d'Or Subdiv is ion to Noranda and 
then v ia the O N R from Noranda to Swast ika 
Junc t i on o n the K i rk l and Lake Subdivis ion, 
a n d then o n the Ramore a n d Temagami 
Subdivisions, to N o r t h Bay, where the trains 
were interchanged back to C N at Dykstra. 
The detour over the O N R was i n place from 
A p r i l 9 un t i l A p r i l 13 . 

Tra in 138, from Jonquiere to Montreal , 
o n Easter Sunday A p r i l 11 , was replaced by 
a bus, due to another washout. The washout 
was between Lac-6douard a n d Pearl Lake, at 
M i l e 91.75 o f the Lac-Saint-Jean Subdivision. 
This washout was discovered before any 
accident occurred. 
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TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILWAY A N D TRANS IT NEWS 

ONTARIO NORTHLAND 
NORTHLWDER D A Y C H A N G E 

The Northlander has returned to a dai ly-
except-Saturday operation. In February 1992 , 
a long w i t h the change from the former Trans-
Europ Express equipment to rebui l t GO Tran
sit coaches, the days o f operat ion were 
changed to dai ly except Wednesday. The last 
Saturday runs were o n M a r c h 27 , 1993, a n d 
the first Wednesday runs were o n M a r c h 3 1 . 

In the new V IA t imetable, the Northlander 

is s h o w n as hav ing its number changed from 
Trains 121 a n d 122 to Trains 697 and 698. 

GO TRANSIT 
SERVICE C U T B A C K S 

The Ontar io government's austerity measures 
have reduced the subsidy for GO Transit b y 
$16.5-miI l ion. As a result, GO w i l l be cut t ing 
back some t ra in service to reduce its operat
ing expenses. 

The biggest cutback w i U be to Lakeshore 
service, w i t h off-peak t ra in service be ing cut 
back i n the west f rom Bur l ing ton to OakviUe 
a n d i n the east f rom Wh i tby to Picker ing. 
The cormecting buses from H a m i l t o n and 
Bowmanv i l l e w o u l d be extended to replace 
the trains beyond Oakvi l l e and Picker ing. The 
cuts w o u l d a l l ow three train-sets, instead o f 
five, to be used at off-peak times. 

The one t r a in a day to Gue lph w i l l be cut 
back to Georgetown, and the one to Barrie 
w i l l be cut back to Bradford, w i t h bus service 
replac ing the t ra in . 

A n off icial announcement is expected 
f rom GO Transit o n M a y 3. 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 
D O U B L E - S T A C K TRAINS O N C A R 

Due to severe ice bui ld-ups i n the St. Law
rence Rive i ; the M . V Gebe Oldendorff, w h i c h 
is o n charter to Canada Ma i i t ime ' s weekly 
service f r om Mont r ea l to H a m bur g a n d Le 
Havre, was diverted to Saint John , N ew 
Brunswick . 

The vessel arr ived at the Rodney Con
ta iner Terminal in. Saint J o h n o n January 23 
to un load 382 containers destined for 
Ontario, Qudbec, Western Canada, a n d the 
midwes tem Uni t ed States. The CAR, w h i c h 
was hand l ing the containers, also shipped 
446 containers to Saint J o h n for load ing o n 
the Gebe Oldendorff before i t departed o n 
January 2 7 . 

The entire movement; w h i c h tota l led 828 
containers, was the first use of double-
stacked cars to the Port o f Saint J o h n . Other 
Canadian Mar i t ime vessels cont inued to use 
the ice-free Port o f Saint J o h n i n March , as 
w e l l as ships from Bai t Canada l i n e a n d 
Deutsche Seereederei Rostock. 

—Colken Eastman 

D E R A I L M E N T O N W I N C H E S T E R S U B . 
Train 4 8 2 (Calgary to Montreal ) derai led 19 
cars (two empty and 17 loaded) o n A p r i l 7 at 
Mounta in , Ontar io . The derai lment occurred 
at 17:45 on the south track o f the 
Winchester Subdiv is ion at M i l e 96 .1 , seven 
rrules east of Bedel l . 

Mos t of the loaded derailed cars were 
carrying feed gra in for animals, destined to 
Mont r ea l i n covered hopper cars. The gra in 
spRt i n the derai lment was so ld to l oca l 
farmers i n the M o u n t a i n area a n d aU of the 
derailed cars, w i t h the exception of a box ca^ 
were cut up on-site w i t h special machinery, 
and hauled away for scrap. 

Bo th tracks o f the Winchester Subdiv is ion 
were dosed for a couple of days. The south 
track reopened at 04:00 o n A p r i l 9 and the 
nor th track reopened at 17:30 o n A p r i l 10 . 

^ Wh i l e the l ine was closed, CP detoured 
some trains v ia the Lachute Subdiv is ion, 
between Mont rea l a n d Ottawa, and the 
Prescott Subdivis ion, between Ottawa and 
BedeU. The Lachute Subdiv is ion was taken 
out of service between Mare l an and Thurso 
o n January 31 and h a d to be inspected before 
the detoured trains could operate over the 
closed sect ion even at the reduced speed o f 
2 0 m.p.h. Included i n the trains detoured 
over the Lachute Subdiv is ion were a n empty 
gra in t r a in (wi th R D C No . 91 behind the 
units) . Train 915 (the new Sainte-Thdrese to 
Windsor G M auto train) and Train 503 . 

A number o f trains were also detoured 
over C N , inc lud ing Train 928 (Obico to 
Mont rda l intermodal ) , headed by CP SD40-2 
6034 i n the new CP dual-f lag Uvery. A short 
eastbound t ra in was seen on diversion o n the 
C N Kingston Subdiv is ion wa i t ing i n the No . 4 
track at Les Cedres, Qudbec, about noon o n 
A p r i l 8. 

There were no injuries i n the derailment, 
w h i c h damaged 800 to 1000 feet o f track, 
a n d the cause has not yet been released. 

-CW, PS, Dave Stremes 

R E M O T E - C O N T R O L L E D H U M P UNITS 
CP is scheduled to begin remote-control 
operation of the Toronto Yard hump assign
ments commenc ing November 1, 1993 . CP 
wiR be purchasing the same remote con-

droUed operating equipment that C N is crrr-
rent ly using. The equipment cormects the 
operator w h o wears a radio- l ink control box 
o n his belt, to the uni t through a n on-board 
computer; aUowing control of such things as 
speed, direction, and the r ing ing of the be l l . 

W i t h the use of this equipment, CP wf l l 
be able to el iminate one pos i t ion o n aU hump 
assignments, reducing crews to only one 
person. 

Before operation o f these remote contro l 
units can start, CP must decide wha t to do 
w i t h the hump lead cormections to the ma in 
l ine track on the Bel levi l le Subdiv is ion, as 
hump assignments frequently puU long 

strings o f cars, requir ing them to enter the 
m a i n Rne. Two o f the options be ing con
sidered are to sever the cormection and 
instafl stop blocks, l im i t ing the number of 
cars that can be humped at one t ime, or to 
have the yard coordinator or RTC convey the 
s ignal ind icat ion to the operator when the 
units must pass the s ignal . 

The remote contro l equipment w f l l be 
instaUed i n GP35s. N o w o n its way to 
Toronto is 6713 , a s lug converted from a n 
SW900 , to be used i n hump service. 

N E W A U T O TRAINS 
CP began operat ion of its new dedicated t ra in 
service to the General Motors plants i n Osha
wa , Ontario, a n d Sainte-Thertee, Quebec, on 
M a r c h 30, w i t h Tra in 915 operating from 
Sainte-Therese to Windsor and second sec
tions of Trains 519 and 520 operating 
between S a i n t e - T h e r ^ and Buffalo, N ew 
York. 

OriginaUy, the plans were for Trains 519 
and 5 2 0 to operate between Sainte Therese 
a n d Buffalo and to renumber tihe o ld Trains 
519 and 520 to Trains 525 and 526 (as listed 
i n the January Rail and Ttansit). However; 
dur ing the first mon th o f this new service. 
Trains 519 a n d 520 operated i n two sections, 
one sect ion operating between Oshawa and 
Buffalo and the other section operating 
between Sainte-Therfee a n d Buffalo. Dur ing 
the last week of Apr i l , the sections of Trains 
519 and 520 that were operating between 
Oshawa and Buffalo were renumbered as 
Trains 525 and 526 as originaUy plarmed. 

C P G R A I N T R A I N O N C N OAKV ILLE SUB. 
A derai lment o n the Conra i l Southern Tier 
l ine resulted i n a n A lbany-bound grain t ra in 
be ing routed o n the C N Oakvfl le Subdiv is ion 
from H a m i l t o n to Toronto. 

The t r a in originated o n the Soo Line, and 
w o u l d have foUowed the regular route 
through H a m i l t o n and v ia the former TH&B 
to Buffalo, except that wo rd came of the 
derai lment after the t ra in had come south on 
the Goderrch Subdiv is ion from Guelph Jet. 

F r o m Hami l t on , the t ra in was routed east 
on the C N to Canpa, then nor th o n the Canpa 
Subdiv is ion, east o n the Gait Subdivision, the 
east to Mont r ea l and south to Albany. 

The consist o f the t ra in was Soo SD40s 
6411 and 755 , CP M 6 3 6 4710, CP SD40-2 
3252 , and CP M 6 3 6 4715 , w i t h 64 cars. 

—Nuce Acheson 

A B O L I S H M E N T O F "B IG H O O K S " 
Under another p l an of rationalisation, CP and 
C N have agreed to consolidate their auxfliary 
cranes for Ontario and Quebec. The plan, 
w h i c h is expected to be implemented this 
summer; w i l l inc lude the abol ishment of the 
CP Toronto Auxf l iary (based at Toronto 
Yard) , CP Mont r ea l Auxf l iary (St. Luc Yard), 
C N Toronto Aux i l i a ry (MacMf l l an Yard) and 
the C N Capreol Auxfliary. Hooks that wf l l 
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remain i n service w i l l be the CP Sudbury 
Auxil iary, C N Montrea l Aux i l i a ry (Taschereau 
Yard) , C N Homepayne Aux i l i a ry and the CP 
Thunder Bay Auxil iary. The requirement for 
more hooks i n the north is due to the greater 
separation of the C N and CP lines i n North-
e m Ontar io . There are fewer pomts i n the 
nor th where the lines are connected. 

C P A C Q U I R E S C A N A D A MARITIME 
CP has acquired the remain ing shares o f 
Canada Mar i t ime f rom C M B Transport, to 
make it a whol ly-owned subsidiary. C M B held 
43 percent of the shares i n the company, 
w h i c h was formed by CP and C M B i n 1984 to 
operate a container service between Montrea l 
and Northern Europe. The l ine operates a 

weekly service between Montrea l and the 
ports o f Le Havre, Hamburg , Antwerp, and 
Felixstowe. It also operates a Mediterranean 
service every eight days between Montrea l 
and L i vomo, Genoa, \&lencia, Cadiz , and 
Lisbon. Canada Mar i t ime owns six ships and 
uses another four for these services. Canada 
Mar i t ime is one of the few profitable l ines 
operating container service between Nor th 
Amer ica and Europe. -Colleen Eastman 

S H O R T S 
CP w i l l be consol idat ing its Canadian crew 
ca l l ing centres i n Monc t on later this year. • 
W i t h extensive Conra i l work on the Sou them 
Tier l ine, some D & H trains are being rerouted 
over the ex-NYC Water Level Route. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
N A M E T H E T U N N E L B O R I N G M A C H I N E 

C N is ho ld ing a contest to name the tunnel 
bor ing machine (TBM) that w i l l be used to 
bore the new St. C la i r Tunnel from Samia to 
Port Huron . C N has said that it would prefer 
a name that symbolises the ultimate benefits 
the tunne l w iU bring. The winner of the 
contest w i l l be invi ted to participate i n the 
ceremonia l "first dr ive" of the T B M . 

The T B M , w h i c h was completed at the 
Lovat p lant i n Toronto i n Febmary, weighs 
more than two Boeing 747s and is longer 
than three stories are ta l l . It w i l l begin bor ing 
this summer from the Sam ia side. The w in 
ner is to be annovmced o n M a y 2 1 . 

—CN North America News Release 

A B A N D O N M E N T N O T I C E 
C N has issued notice of intent to abandon the 
Saint-Raymond Subdiv is ion between Mi les 
16.8, at l ^ l ca r t i e i ; and 36.5, the end of track 
at Jackson's, i n Quebec. The Saint-Raymond 
Subdiv is ion begins at M i l e 0.3, Bassin Louise, 
i n Qudbec City, and m n s to Jackson's, but it 
formerly ended at Riviere-a-Pierre, M i l e 56.3, 
the junc t i on w i t h the Lac-Saint-Jean Subdiv i 
s ion. The nor them section of the l ine was 
abandoned i n 1990. C N advertised the Saint 
Raymond Subdiv is ion for sale last summer 
(see August 1992 Newsletter). The line is 
noted i n the employee t imetable as impass
able between Mi les 17.5 and 36.5 and out of 
service between Mi les 3.5 and 17.5. 

A B A N D O N M E N T O R D E R R E S C I N D E D 
The federal cabinet has rescinded an NTA 
order w h i c h permitted C N to abandon part of 
the Montmagny Subdiv is ion in Quebec effec
tive Ap r i l 3, 1993. The section o f l ine that 
C N was permitted to abandon was between 
Har laka , M i l e 111.35, and Saint-Romauld, 
M i l e 119.12. A l ong this stretch of track is the 
Levis station, used by VIA's Ocean and Chal

eur trains. 

VIA had reached an agreement w i th C N 
to constmct a new station at Chamy to 
handle Qudbec City-area passengers from the 
eastem trains. V IA has not yet bui l t this new 
station, however; and requested an extension 
to the abandonment order. 

Therefore, a l l of the orders related to the 
approval of abandonment of this track have 
been rescinded. There is no word, however 
when C N w i l l be a l lowed to abandon the 
track, or i f C N w i l l have to apply again to 
abandon the track. -Dove Stremes 

C N A T N IAGARA FALLS 
C N Train 331, from Toronto to Buffalo, crosses 
into Niagara Falls, New York, on March 2, 1993. 
Trains resumed their usual route via Fort Erie 
when the International Bridge reopened in early 
Apri l . —Photo by Pat Scrimgeour 
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OTHER RAILWAY NEWS 
RAILTEX 

Rai lTex has a imo imced that i t is reconsider
i n g its pursuit o f acquis i t ion o f five C N l ines 
for short-l ine operat ion i n Ontar io . Under 
prov inc ia l l a w effective January 1, 1993, 
successor companies are obl igated to ma in 
t a i n any agreements w i t h employees after the 
transfer o f the company. 

This means that Rai lTex w o u l d have to 
negotiate w i t h the u n i o n representing the 
current workers o n each l ine . Rai lTex oper
ates aR o f its rai lways w i thout a un ion , a n d 
they feel that the C N lines they were inter
ested i n acquir ing w o u l d no t be economicaRy 
feasible to operate as a short Rne under the 
current contracts. 

The five Rnes that RaRTex was interested" 
i n inc luded the Picton-Trenton RaRway ( C N 
M a r m o r a Subdiv is ion) , the Waubaushene 
RaRway (CN M i d l a n d Subdivis ion) , the 
Waterloo-St. Jacobs RaRway (CN Waterloo 
Spur ) , the Cambridge-Guelph RaRway ( C N 
Fergus Subdivis ion) , and the Georgian-Sim-
coe RaRway (CN Meaford Subdiv is ion) . 
RaRTex is also involved i n Canadian Agra's 
plans for the Stratford, H u r o n and Bruce RaR
w a y (see January 1993 Rail and Ttansif). 

H I G H SPEED RAIL E X P O S I T I O N 
The 10 th annua l convent ion and exposit ion 
o f the H i g h Speed Ra i l/Mag lev Associat ion is 
be ing he ld at the Toronto West in Harbour 
Castle f rom M a y 23 to the 26 . Speeches w f l l 
be g iven by representatives f rom bo th the 
Ontar io and Quebec governments, VIA, A B B 
Transportation, Bombard ier a n d the French 
Nat iona l , German Federal, a n d ItaRan Raf l -
ways, oiRy to ment i on a few. There w iR also 
be a number o f different exhibitors at the 
show. 

A l though no major equipment displays 
are plarmed, ARB's demonstrator X 2 0 0 0 t ra in 
is scheduled to a i r i ve i n nearby Buffalo, N ew 
York, o n M a y 11 at 18 :00 . The next day i t 
w iR make a diesel-hauled r u n between Buf
falo a n d Syracuse, departing at 10 :00 and 
arr iv ing at 12 :30 for a 15 minute layover It 
w f l l then depart Syracuse at 12:45 for arr iva l 
i n Buffalo at 15 :15 . It w iR then deadhead out 
of Buffalo at 16 :30 for Albany. It w f l l also be 
i n the Detroit area o n J u l y 9 and 10, as part 
of its U.S. t o u r 

L O O K I N G F O R I N F O R M A T I O N 
D o n McQueen , w r i t i ng i n Tempo Jr., has 
asked for more in format ion o n a private 
raf lway car repair company i n HamRton . The 
shop is across the street f rom the T H & B 
Aberdeen Yard i n the former Westinghouse 
plant, i n the buRding nearest the raflway 
overpass. They have a trackmobRe that 
shuffles lots o f cars about — f rom covered 
hoppers to auto racks. 

M A 

WlSf^NCANADA 
Gray Scrimgeour 

# 5 7 0 - IBS Douglas Street 
Victoria, B .C . V 8 V 2 P I 

CompuServe electronic mail: 70614,3561 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY 
P L A N N E D 2860 TRIP C A N C E L L E D 

A pubRcity tr ip p lanned for this month , us ing 
Roya l Hudson 2860 , was canceRed after 
safety a n d financial problems arose. The tr ip 
was be ing organised by the B.C. chapter o f 
the Na t i ona l Raf lway His tor i ca l Society a long 
w i t h Amtrak, and was to operate f rom 
Vancouver to Seattle, Washington, a n d Port
land , Oregon, between A p i f l 2 4 a n d M a y 9. 

The B .C . -NRHS was seRing tickets to 
finance the tr ip , but after Bur l ington Nor th -
e m refused to alter its standing safety rifles, 
w h i c h require tight-lock couplers o n excur
s ion trains, the t ra in co iRd no longer carry 
passengers. W i t h no ticket revenue and the 
B.C. government dec l in ing to pay for the tr ip, 
i t was canceRed. 

-B.C-NRHS and Northwest Railfan 

D A W S O N C R E E K STAT ION B U R N S 
The B C RaR stat ion at Dawson Creek fefl 
v i c t im to a n arsonist o n M a r c h 19 . The 
stat ion was completely destroyed. The stat ion 
had remained almost exactly the same as 
buflt, even to the passenger wa i t ing r oom 
benches, a l though i t hadn't seen regular 
passenger service since the early 1960s. A 
trai ler was set up as a replacement. 

—Ross Pugsiey in Northwest Railfon 

S H O R T S 
The sale of "Wncouver Wharves t e rmina l i n 
No r th Vancouver to B C RaR was announced 
at the end o f M a r c h . The price was $15 .75-
mi lRon . ' E C RaR has taken deflveiy of three 
more Dash 8-40CMs, numbered 4 6 2 4 - 4 6 2 6 . 
• The province o f Br i t i sh Columbia 's 2-8-0 
3716 w iR be operating b y late May. It w iR fifl 
i n for 4 - 6 ^ 2860 o n the "Roya l H u d s o n " 
trips between No r th "Wncouver and Squamish 
w h e n required. A doubleheader o f the two 
locomotives is possible for this summer 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
A N O T H E R R D C F O R T H E E & N 

V IA shipped RDC-1 6135 from Toronto to 
"Victoria i n early Apr i l , to replace 6134, dam
aged w h e n i t was hi t by a n empty fuel t rack 
on February 16. Since then, RDC-1 6133 has . 
been the only car runn ing on Vancouver 
Island, leading to some passengers hav ing to 

be turned away from Trains 198 a n d 199. 
RDC-1 6148 is the next Budd car o n its 

w a y to the E & N , so that there w iR be two 
Cummins-powered cars, 6135 and 6148 . That 
w R l b r ing the to ta l number o f passenger cars 
o n the Island to three, the highest number i n 
many years. 

SKEENA T O B E C O M E A D A Y TRAIN? 
V IA is consul t ing w i t h communit ies a long the 
route o f the Skeena between Jasper and 
Pr ince Rupert o n a p l a n to convert the over
n ight t r a in to a two-day day t ra in . V IA has 
received pre l iminary approval from the minis
ter of transport, a n d hopes to make the 
change i n Aprf l 1994. 

V I A is propos ing to operate one or more 
coaches a n d a SkyRne ca^ w i t h departures 
from Jasper a n d Pr ince Rupert three t imes a 
week, a n d a n overnight stop i n Prince 
George. The concept resulted f rom the inter
est expressed b y tour operators, loca l com
munit ies, a n d employees, a n d is intended to 
capitalise o n the potent ia l to attract tourists 
to see the scenery a l ong the route. V I A hopes 
that, w i t h the change, the t ra in might carry 
3000 new passengers next year: 

The t r a in is n o w very Rghtly used (there 
have been reports of more crew than passen
gers o n some occasions), and' is ejqpensive to 
operate, w i t h its sleeping-car service and 
mea l service i n the Skyl ine. B y changing to a 
daytime operation, the costs worRd be 
reduced and the revenue corRd be increased. 

-VIA Latest News, Victoria Times-Colonist 

OTHER NEWS 
A P R A - E D M O N T O N 

The Alberta Pioneer RaRway Associat ion i n 
Edmonton has purchased 1942 box-baggage 
car No . 11141 from C N . It w iR be painted C N 
oRye green, black, and gold at Procot They 
have also purchased C N snowplough No . 
55245 and accepted a donat ion o f N A R 
coach-caboose No . 306 . —TTie Canora Chronicle 

M U L T I M O D A L N E W S 
Pacif ic Coach l i n e s (the bus service between 
V ic tor ia a n d Vancouver) moved its entire 
Vancouver t e rmina l operat ion to the new 
CN-VIA Pacif ic Centra l Stat ion at 1150 Sta
t i o n Street from the Greyhound terminal 
(LarwiR Park) on Sunday M a r c h 28 . 

Three days earfle^ Vancouver Interna
tional A i rport celebrated the formal start of a 
new $250-miR ion termina l and a S lOO-mi l -
Ron runway, bo th to be completed by 1996. 
The new runway w f l l be used for landings 
ordy. Passengers w f l l be charged $5 to $15 
each to pay for construct ion costs. 

B .C . Ferries w R l n m hour ly sailings 
between Horseshoe Bay and Nana imo this 
summer. The appearance o f the Spirt of 

British Columbia o n the Swartz Bay-Tsa-
wwassen r u n frees a smaRer vessel for extra 
sail ings o n the Nana imo run . 
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M O T I Y E J ^ W E R 
r LU -

John Carter 

126 Wi l l ow Avenue 
Toronto, Ontar io M 4 E 3K3 

CompuServe electronic mail: 72123,563 

GM DIESEL DIVISION 
N E W O R D E R S 

O n M a r c h 16, G M Locomotive Group 
(GMLG) announced a contract w i t h Bur l ing 
t on N o r t h e m for the purchase of 3 5 0 locomo
tives over the next five years. The ordei;. 
w o r t h $845-mi l l i on , w i U produce eight 
SDZOMACs this year; a n d 6 0 to 100 each 
year fo l lowing u n t i l 1997 . Units bu i l t later i n 
the contract m a y i n fact, be SDSOs. The 
S D 7 0 M A C w f l l combine the A C motors o f the 
S D 6 0 M A C w i t h the h i gh horsepower and 
other features of the S D 7 0 M . 

G M L G w i l l also b u i l d 89 4000-horse-
power locomotives for the State Raf lway 
Author i ty o f N e w South Wales (Arrstralia). 
Thirty-one o f the units w i l l be bu i l t i n Lon
don, and the remainder w f l l be bu i l t b y Clyde 
Engineer ing i n Granvflle, N e w South Wales. 
The deal also Includes a 15-year fidl-service 
maintenance contract. 

l a m r o d E i r eann ( l i i sh Ra i l ) has ordered 
10 3200-horsepower J T 4 2 H C W s from 
G M L G , for delivery i n rmd-1994. The units 
are intended pr imar i l y for passenger trains, 
and so are capable of runn ing at 100 m.p .h . 
and Include a n electric generator for t r a m 
heat and l ight. They w f l l also have a whee l -
sHp contro l to a l l ow t h e m to h a u l freight 
trains o f up to 1500 tonnes. The new units, 
possibly to be numbered 091 to 100, w f l l be 
used i n service between D u b l i n and Cork. The 
p i i m e mover is a 12-cyl inder 710G3A . 

Br i t i sh R a i l needs four diesels for the 
section west of London o f its overnight ser
vice to Errrope. Modem Railways speculates 
that a l ike ly candidate for this service w o u l d 
be a modi f ied vers ion of the Ir ish J T 4 2 H C W 
to fit the smaUer Br i t i sh load ing gauge. 

D-ains reports that the Cal i fornia depart
ment o f transportat ion has ordered n ine 
F59PHs for delivery i n 1994 . The units w i l l 
be operated b y Amt rak o n the San Joaquin 

and Capitol trains. These F59s w f l l have a 
new stylised front-end a n d aerodynamic body 
and w i l l have a top speed o f 110 m.p.h. 

C U R R E N T W O R K C O N T I N U E S 
The delivery o f Conra i l S D 6 0 M s 5 5 0 0 - 5 5 4 4 
should by n o w be complete. These units have 
the current "Con ra i l Qua l i t y " logo, and one o f 
the more mterestmg cosmetic features is the ir 
ditchlights. They b l ink alternately s imi lar to 

ra i lway crossing protection, w h e n the h o r n is 
activated. 

N o t l isted i n the table i n last month 's Rail 

and U-anst was a n erqport order for 10 
GT22LC -2S for Mozambique , to be delivered 
this summer: The order number is 908737 . 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
C N M O T I V E P O W E R N O T E S 

C N N A S W 1 2 0 0 R S 1362 was at M a c M f l l a n 
Yard for assessment after a n electr ical fire. 
The fire occured o n the weekend of A p r i l 10 . 

C N currently has nine G M Leasing 
(former Conrai l ) GP38-2s o n lease. Nos. 763 , 
775 , 795 , 800, 806, a n d 813 are be ing used 
m domestic service on ly wh i l e 772 , 790, and 
794 are intended for internat ional service. 

—Ben MJ7/S, Dove Stremes 

Scott Hasklll 

15 - 2 5 2 0 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M6S IR8 

TORONTO 
S T R E E T C A R T R A C K R E P L A C E M E N T 

The TTC's surface track rehabi l i tat ion pro
gramme for this year w f l l mean some tempor
ary bus operat ion on streetcar routes. There 
have been two recent changes i n the TTC's 
approach to track reconstraction. 

To ensure that the concrete t rackbed and 
' the concrete road surface between the rails 
have a chance to set properly streetcars are 
replaced b y brrses for a longer per iod. The 
v ibrat ion f rom streetcar operat ion wh i l e the 
concrete was be ing poured w o u l d separate 
the cement f rom the aggregate, thus reducing 
the strength and life-expectancy of the con
crete. 

W h e n a major t rack rehabi l i tat ion project 
is be ing carried out, aU service o n the l ine (or 
o n a major part of the line) is replaced by 
buses. Previously buses were used on ly as a 
shuttle to replace a section of the Une around 
w h i c h streetcars were diverted. B y operating 
aU service w i t h buses, the disrapt lon to 
passengers is kept lower: Shuttle buses w f l l 
be operated for the smaUer projects carried 
out at night or o n weekends. 
This year's projects are: 

• Gorrard Street East, from Coxwell Avenue to 
Greenwood Avenue, beginning in May. Buses will 
replace streetcars on the east end of the 
506-Carl ton line, between Main Street Station and 
Spadina Avenue. Streetcars wili operate oniy 
between Broadview Avenue (not Broadview Sta-
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tion) and High Park Loop. The east-end and west-
end services will overlap between Broadview and 
Spadina 
• King Street West, from The Queensway to 
Close Avenue, be^'nning in September. Buses wili 
be used on the west end of S04—King between 
Dundas West Station and jarvis Street downtown, 
and streetcars will only operate between Broad
view Station and Bathurst Street. The two services 
will overlap between Jarvis and Bathurst, 
• Bathurst Street, at Bathurst Station, beginning 
in May. This work will only be carried-out on 
weekends. On the weekends that the work is 
underway, the S i I — Bathurst line will be operated 
with articulated buses, and cars for the 512—St. 
Clair line will be maintained at the Hillcrest yard. 
• Queen Street West, between Dovercourt and 
Dufferin, beginning in June. 
• Dundas and Church, including the south-to-
east and west-to-north curves, beginning in June. 
• Queen and Parliament, including a new south-
to-east curve, beginning in July. 
• Roncesvalles Yard, south side, in April and in 
November. 
• Queen and Church, in October. 
• Parliament and Gerrard, in September. 
• Neville Park Loop, in July. 

MISSISSAUCA 
B U S FIRE A F T E R T R A F F I C A C C I D E N T 

A cham-react ion traffic accident o n Dtmdas 
Street o n Febmary 2 4 resulted i n the destmc-
t i o n of Mississauga Transit TA60-102N artic
ulated bus No . 5033 (originaUy OC Transpo 
No . 8207 ) . A sma l l t ruck a n d a car coll ided, 
a n d the track's fuel t ank burst into flames. 
The t ruck then h i t the bus, w h i c h also caught 
fire. The operator evacuated a l l of the passen
gers f rom the bus, a n d there were no injuries. 
M u c h of the exterior sk in of the bus, the roof, 
and most o f the m t e m a l fittings were 
destroyed i n the fire. 

-CUTA Forum, ITS Transfer Points 

BUS MANUFACTURERS 
MCI P L A N T S C H A N G E O W N E R S H I P 

The Salnt-Eustache, Qudbec, p lant of Les 
Autobus M C I (the former G M Diesel Div is ion 
bus plant) d o s e d earl ier this year; after a 
proposed sale fe l l through. Now, Nova Qu in -
tech, a Quebec fire-truck company has p m -
chased the p lant from D i a l Corp. (the major
i ty owner of Greyhormd l i n e s of Canada). 
The new operat ion w f l l be k n o w n as Nova 
Bus, a n d indudes some involvement by the 
Uni ted Bus Group of the Netherlands. 

M o t o r Coach Industries, of Winnipeg, 
has been sprm off f rom its parent. Greyhound 
l i n e s of Canada, as a separate company after 
another p l a n for Greyhormd to se l l M C I to 
D i a l Corp. was voted d o w n b y minor i ty share
holders. (Note that Les Autobus M C I and 
M o t o r Coach Industries are separate com
panies, though bo th are control led by D i a l 
Corp.) 

More transit news on Page 19 • 
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SPOTTERS 
Sean Robitaille 

371 Wakefield Place 
Newmarket , Ontario L3Y 6P3 

TRAINS D E P A R T I N G F R O M T O R O N T O U N I O N STAT ION March 19 
Train 60 - 6919-3453-3359-3368-3349 
Tra in 81 - V I A 6442-Amtrak 20004-54026-54052-44184-VIA 3507 

Last car to be set off in Samia. 

Tra in 4 0 - 6427-3355-3346-3323-3467 
Train 71 - 6420-15478-Empirc C/uf)-3251-5509-5471 
Train 97 - Amt rak 306-21216-21225-21242-28303-21257-44227 
Tra in 62 - 6421-3362-3363-3308-3304-3463 
Train 42 - 6422-3474-3315-3360-3340 
Train 64 - 6440-3329-3312-3320-3316-3461-8618 Cars ran through from Tbain 70. 

Train 121 - O N R 1520-203-614-606-703-609 
Train 73 - 6441-15472-Boulevard C/uZ)-3202-5446-5583-3200 
Train 66 - 6413-3458-3356-3338-3373 Equipment ran through from Tbain 80. 

Train 4 4 - 6409-3452-3350-3335-3311 
Locomotive and first three cars from TYain 50 via TMC. 

Train 166 - 6917-3354-3352-3327-3456-6912 Cars and trailmg locomotive from Tbain 61. 

Train 75 - 6429-8621-3460-3343-3366-3325-3322-3466 
Equipment ran through from Ttain 63. 

Train 46 - 6417-3464-3345-3313-3364-3333-3351 
Locomotive and first three cars from Ttain 41, wyed at TMC. 

Train 51 - 6411-3470-3336-3370-3319 Equipment ran through from Ttain 45. 

Tra in 645 - 6447-3508-3503 Equipment from Ttam 636, wyed at TMC. 

Train 68 - 6419-3344-3342-3337-3331-3468 Equipment ran through from Ttain 74. 

Train 87 - 6905-3459-3374-3302-3347 Equipment ran throng from Ttain 65. 

Train 79 - 6448-15454-Cfh6 J«cfie/;eu-3203-5646-5616-5590-3219 

TRAINS D E P A R T I N G F R O M T O R O N T O U N I O N STAT ION Apri l 14 
Train 60 - 6917-3456-3313-3363 
Train 81 - 6446-20011-54042-44184-3506 
Tra in 4 0 - 6422-3323-3309-3336-3461 
Train 71 - 6448-3335-3321-3349 
Tra in 97 - 266-21066-21239-28304-21211-21251-21159 
Tra in 62 - 6427-3340-3312-3454 
Train 42 - 6412-3471-3369-3341 
Train 64 - 6440-3365-3328-3300-3320-3470-8618 
Train 73 - 6458-15472-C/uf) i«c/!eZieu-3203-5616-5590 
Tra in 66 - 6413-3458-3338-3364 
Tra in 44 - 6419-3465-3322-3368 Equipment from Ttain 50. 

Tra in 166 - 6914-3329-3372-3457-6919 Cars and trailing locomotive from Ttain 61. 

Train 75 - 6442-8621-3460-3305-3326-3359 Equipment ran through from Ttain 63. 

Tra in 46 - 6415-3466-3358-3357 Equipment from Ttain 41. 

Train 51 - 6424-3452-3315-3325-3337 Equipment ran through from Ttain 45. 

Train 645 - 6428-3507-3501-3508 
Train 68 - 6425-3473-3353-3317-6903 Ttailmg locomotive deadheading to Montreal 

Train 87 - 6417-3475-3355-3318 Equipment ran through from Ttain 65. 

Tra in 79 - 6450-15461-Bou/evard auZ)-3220-5621-5517-3246 

T O R O N T O H A R B O U R March 10 John Hinbest 
O n M a r c h 10 at 09 :45 , C N S W 1 2 0 0 R S 1338 ( in the C N Nor th Amer ica paint scheme, w i thout 
map) was swi tch ing at the D o n Roadway and Commissioners Street. 

W O O D S T O C K / C O A K L E Y Apri l 10 John Carter 
A t about 17:00, a n eastbound, w i t h CP SD40 5414 and Soo SD60 6049, met a westbound, 
w i th , Soo S D 6 0 M 6062, SD40-2 775 , and SD40-2 6604, at Coakley, just east of Woodstock. 

C O P E T O W N , ONTTARIO Apri l 1 I John Carter 
A t 14:45 - C N Train 239 , w i t h 6005-5031 and 88 cars 
A t 14 :50 - V IA Tra in 74, w i t h 6454, steam generator and four b lue cars 
A t 15 :00 - C N Train 4 1 1 , w i t h 9431-2112-5351 

IN TRANSIT 
C O N T I N U E D 

OTTAWA 
O T C S T R E E T C A R 696 

Ottawa Transportation Commiss ion streetcar 
No . 696 has been relocated f rom OC Trans-
po's St. Laurent garage to the new Belfast 
Road garage, next door The Nat iona l Capital 
Transit Heritage Foundat ion plans to restore 
the ca^ for approximately $200 000. The car 
was bui l t i n 1917, a n d remained i n service 
u n t i l operat ion ended i n the late 1950s. 

VANCOUVER 
BUS D E P O T C L O S E D 

The Larwf l l Bus Depot, opposite Stad ium 
Stat ion i n Vancouver; has closed. Greyhound 
and its tenants moved their intercity oper
ations to the refmbished C N station, n ow 
named Pacific Centra l Station, o n M a r c h 28 . 
B C Transit service to No r th Vancouver has 
been moved to another terminus i n down
town. The bui ldings are to be demolished. 

The depot was opened by Pacific Stage 
l i nes , a subsidiary of the BCER, i n 1946, as 
a temporary termina l . The La rw i l l Depot was 
bui l t o n the site o f LarwiR Park, named after 
Albert Larw i l l , w h o came to Vancouver i n 
1887 and Uved across the street f rom the 
site. P S L was amalgamated w i t h Vancouver 
Island Coach l i n e s as Pacific Coach Lines, 
and PCEs operations were privatised i n 1984. 
A t that tirhe, Greyhormd took over operation 
of the termina l . -TTre Buzzer 

SKYTRAIN T R A C K W O R K 
Trackwork o n the Skybridge over the Fraser 
River between N e w Westminster and Surrey 
has meant changes i n SkyTrain operation. 
Improvements are be ing made to the hnear-
induct ion react ion rail, and heat ing cables are 
being instal led o n the power rails. Most work 
is carried out at night, but this work has 
required the closure o f one track on the 
Skybridge on weekends. 

Dur ing the first phase, passengers had to 
change trains at N e w Westminster Stat ion i f 
they were cont inuing beyond there. In the 
second phase, alternate trains are being 
short-turned at Co lumbia Station, so that 
there is a 10-minute service to Scott Road. 

B A C K COVER P H O T O S 
T h e new C P Rail System and C N Norrih 
Amer ica paint schemes are beginning to 
appear in greater numbers across the country. 
C N ' s map and CP's "dual-flag" are meant to 
advertise the railway's service into the U.S., 
while the familiar colours and style show the 
continuity in Canadian service. 

-Photo of CP SD40-2 6034 from CP Rail 
-Photo of CN GP40-2 9677 at Oriok, Or)tario, 

by john Carter, March 28, 1993 
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