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by the E d i t o r • 
Although' the banquet t h a t i s being h e l d t h i s month i n place of the. 

•-'^ocie'ty' s r e g u l a r meeting marks the tenth anniversary of the So c i e t y ' s 
• founding j( the beginnings o f the group may'-be-traced 'baqkr'almost'-bwenty 
y e a r S f ^ Orenadlep Road, a s t r e e t i n .To^ronto's west end may be s a i d to 
be -the b i r t h p l a c e of the S o c i e t y , f o r i n 1932| Douglas ¥, Knowles and 
Jama's" H, A l l e n who l i v e d next door to each other on t h i s street-,'- c a l l e d 
a meqting of a l l persons i n the Toronto area -Vhose 'Tlames had appeared 
i n R a i l r o a d Magazine,:or as i t was then c a l l e d " R a i l r o a d S t o r i e s " 
magazine, 

\ "'y' A s-urprisingly l a r g e turnout rewarded the e n t e r p r i s e of Messrs, 
iNnowies and A l l e n , as Toronto's f i r s t general meeting of r a i l f a n s took 
•'•place; u n f o r t u n a t e l y the exact date of t h i s meeting i s not kno^wn, 
•'Of the many who appeared at. t h i s f i r s t g athering, only a handful 

,/ remained w i t h the newly formed group, but the purpose of the meeting 
had been f u l f i l e d . The nucleus of what i s to -day the Upper Canada 

' • Rallwa y So c i e t y , nov/ an o r g a n i z a t i o n with an i n c r e a s i n g l y , important 
place... among the r a i l r o a d f an clubs of the co n t i n e n t , had been formod, 
• - Membership increase \vas very small during the years that ensued; 
indeed, those who d i d come i n were mostly ."accidental d f s c o v e r i o s " 
as no a d v e r t i s i n g vras done and no p u b l i c i t y was enjoyed by the l i t t l e 
group. The o r g a n i z a t i o n vras a t t h i s time simply a handful of r a i l -
fans who met every second week at t h e i r resp e c t i v e homes t o ' t a l k r a i l * 
roads, look at photo albums, e t c . I t was not a c l u b , as there vrore no 
f o r m a l i t i e s , no o f f i c e r s and no c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

By 1 9 3 4 the group had grovrn to oight r e g u l a r p a r t i . c i p a n t s , . i n t h i s 
Xear.-JIr, :,Jehn̂ _¥,.--UrYf f ln,-- th^^ UORS-presidont of to-day-and member num­
ber-8, became as s o c i a t e d vrith the group, G-rovrth continued at a very 
small r a t e u n t i l January 1940, vrhen the f i r s t move vras made to form an 
organized -club out of the 13'hron who'.formed the Toronto r a i l f a n group 
at •- t h i s time. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a p p l i c a t i o n was made to the Canadian R a i l r o a d Hi s t o i " -
i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Montreal f o r the r i g h t to form a Toronto chapter 
of that o r g a n i z a t i o n . The arrangements-vrere concluded s u c c o s s f u l l y , 
and the newly organized chspter vras launched on i t s career with A l b e r t 
S. O l v e r as Rresident and John G r i f f i n as Secretary, 

By t h i s time, the i n t e r v a l between meetings had been lengthened 
from two weeks to three, but members' homes were s t i l l used as places 
of meeting, . Plans f o r excursions and b u l l e t i n s were dr/wn up but 
f o r v a r i o u s reasons,, during the r e l a t i v e l y short l i f e of the Toronto 
Chapter of the CRHA, only one modest b u l l e t i n vras produced, and no 
excursions materialized.. 

By mid-1941, i t was f e l t t h a t the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
S T U A R T ^ n W E S T L A N D , could f u n c t l o n more e f f i c i e n t l y as an independent u n i t , 

4 B I N G H A M A V E N U E w l t h t h i s i n mind, a s p e n l a l -meeting was c a l l e d On 
T O R O N T O October 3rd, 1941, Seven members of the Toronto Chap-
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t e r of the ORHA. were i n attendance at t h i s meeting and they c o n a t i t u t e d - ' 
themselves as an or g a n i z i n g committee f o r a r a i l r o a d s o c i e t y . Member 
Robert S» Brown proposed that t h i s new'•organization he c a l l e d the 
"Upper Canada Railway S o c i e t y " and submitted a o o n s t i t u t i o n . The 
p r i n c i p a l d e t a i l s were worked out- at t h i s s p e c i a l meeting, and then 
they were presented to the memhership-at-large two weeks l a t e r on 
October 1 7 t h . On t h i s date, the Toronto Chapter of the CRHA. was d i s ­
solved and the Upper Canada Railway Society was formed. A separate 
D i r e c t o r s ' Meeting was h e l d t h i s same evening and the f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s 
were appointed, each being the f i r s t man i n the h i s t o r y of thd UORS to 
.ho.ld-.the p a r t i c u l a r of f i d e : 

P r e s i d e n t . . - .Albert. Olv eh ' •- ••-'* 
I'st V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ^ John G r i f f i n 
2nd Vioo-Prosiddnt'•- Douglas Enowlss 
Secretary - Maurice Winston . : • • 

. A s s t . Secretary • - John. Knowles"' ' .1. ' ' •. 
.'. . Treasurer . - •.' • - -'John • MacNah , " . . v ^ ,.• . . 

Curator.: ,.r. - Rhhert Brown ,". L. ' . ' . .. 
The f i r s t months o f R l i f e of the'nevr Society' wpre, onos of vigorous 

' a c t i v i t y . -.'"Erom Octohep 1941 u n t i l May, , 1942. , the'meetings wore w e l l 
attended .q-nd'the. UQRS .was o f f to a..;f l y i n g : s t a r t . . Twenty six''racrahers 
•made dp .the UCRS as of i t s date of f ormation, and members. 27 arid 28 
(the Writer'and .George Horner)• were the f i r s t "to" j o i n the now Society 
a f t e r ' i t s i n c e p t i o n . 

. The second meeting .of the •'Soci-qty ''wad h e l d oh Novoraber • 7th,hw.hich 
ddte' Poinqided.with -the 56t.h anniversary of'the dri'ving .of., the lastv-. 
••••spi'ke.̂ '.of ..the Canadian P a c i f i c Railv/ay'at Cra.igellac'hie,. B.0-. i n .l8'65-»" 
AccoY'idingly-.,: the-f i r a t .-of-.what was intended.'.t.o he a s e r i e s of J'special 
inter0''§t nights", v-ras 'held,'with Phe OPR-as 'its. .theme,, .a;nd three i n t e r - ' 
es.ting. paperp were read b n CPR aiib je.ot'a;. ' Uhrortunatoly.-, i n .tho opinion 
of" the''writer,, these " i n t e r e s t n i g h t s " -did not l a s t ; however, to-day'''s 
Soc i e t y with i t s y e l l organized and v a r i e d programmes at. meetings 
o f f e r s much the same as v/as intended i n the idea of "special,-interest•' 
n i g h t s " i n t h b - e a r l i e s t days of the UCRS." " • ,' •• -'• • 

The f i r s t excursion of .the Society v^is held on November- 2 3 r d , 
1941, and'though-.a very modest a f f a i r was"considered a success, .'"and-
. was f o l l o w e d hy . others s h o r t l y _thcr-eaf t o r . Sovon. members travelled'-"-
'%y automobile .to ̂ _Wa-to.r ford,- Onji.., and "made'a .return t r i p , on .the Lako''' 
•Erie' and Northern Railway ,from'Wa-bcrford'to Port Dover. Several stops 
wGro made, .an--•fe'ho rpad -portion "''-of' the', t r i p 'to. observe '.steam opeBations. 

Wi.i:h" ••bhe-. incoptio.n o.f b"he ''̂ UppGr Canada Railv/ay "Sodi'cty ,• a mimoQ-
^r'aphpd. b u l l e t i n was published)--"e-dited hy John- G r i f f i n . . ' This c o n t i n ­
ued on ,a g d n e rally monthly h'as'i-s f o r almost' a'yeah. .. B u l l o i i n s #l-.to' ;'• 
#11 were "puhlished i n t h i s , p eriod - those' were ''n'ot equipjaiG'at bullotin's-
hut r a t h e r resembled the present UORS NGws.lettor dn cojitext.. 

The. new Society ..w-as' given -handsome writeupa,-,ih'the February and'" • 
Ma'hch 1942 is s u e s of R a i l r o a d M.aga.zine, with a ' ' f u l l representation of 
the-Society.'s crest,, (which, r e g r e t t a b l y , has never'again since been • 
used i n that p u b l i c a t i o n ) . . -This r q s u l t - d i n a modest burst' of now- • 
a h p l i o a t i o n s f o r metipbership, b.nd attondanco .grew during the vdntc'r- and 
s'pring of 1942. . ^ ' , 

; , However, the Lr/ppy .state • of • affairs'v/'as s h o r t - l i v e d . As .'t-he • 
1942 -43 season .got.. under• way,- i t became i n c r e a s i n g l y apparent ..th'â t tho 
a c t i v i t i e s of the- So,o;iet,y .w'ould have to he 'c u r t a i l e d g r e a t l y , ov-/ing to 
the'•Gont'inued":loss .-of m-erabers to -the armed forces,. ' A r e s o l u t i o n 'was 
passed g r a n t i n g a l l a c t i v e s e r v i c e members automatic membership u n t i l 
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the end of the war, and that any o f f i c e r going on a c t i v e s e r v i c e should 
r e t a i n h i s p o s i t i o n u n t i l the time of h i s r e t u r n . By t h i s r e s o l u t i o n . 
President. A l b e r t Giver, who was already away at the time of the form­
a t i o n of the Society and d i d not attend h i s f i r s t meeting as presidont 
of the group u n t i l January l 8 t h , 1946. 

By mid-1943 the President and the supply of V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , 
i n c l u d i n g the "Acting 3rd V i c e - P r e s i d e n t " were unable to attend the 
S o c i e t y ' s meetings and the A c t i n g Secretary found himself w i t h the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of c a l l i n g and p r e s i d i n g at meetings, i n a d d i t i o n to h i s 
s e c r e t a r i a l d u t i e s . The attendance at meetings f e l l to a low l e v e l , 
and a mere f i v e turned up on one occasion. Because of t h i s emergency, 
the n e c e s s i t y of having a quorum to do business was abolished f o r the 
time being.. 

A b r i g h t s.jot i n t h i s otherwise gloomy s i t u a t i o n was an excursion 
h e l d i n conjunction v;ith the B u f f a l o .Chapter, N.R.ILS. on June 13th> 
1943. The then newly renovated car 83 of the Niagara, S t . Catharines 
and-Toronto Railway (vj-hich had been .long dormant i n the yards_as 
Toronto SuhUiban Reblway roy) "was chartered f o r a day's excursion fear 
130 was used part of the t i m e ) . This excursion was attended hy about 
7 0 parsons i n a l l , and was d e f i n i t e l y a great, success - there were .not 
many l i k e . i t h e l d anywhere during those days when the- war was at i t s 
height, . 

•Tho Society remained e s s e n t i a l l y s t a t i c during 1944, with a s l i g h t 
growth i n membership o f f s e t by s. continued l o s s of other members to tho 
s e r v i c e s . Sporadic p u b l i c a t i o n of the b u l l e t i n w0.s c a r r i e d on and two 
f a i r l y extensive i s s u e s , c o n t a i n i n g car rosters., vrore produced. 

The f i r s t h a l f of 1945 was g e n e r a l l y uneventful, and meetings con­
t i n u e d to he hold at members' homes on a threo-week schedule. However 
hy the summer of that year, vrith h o s t i l i t i e s brought to a conclusion 
overseas, i t was evident that the Upper Canada Railvray Society vrould 
very soon r e c e i v e a new impetus w i t h the r e t u r n i n g a c t i v e service 
members i n a d d i t i o n to a general quickening tempo of r a i l f a n a c t i v i t i e s 
vrith tho r e l a x a t i o n of excursion r e s t r i c t i o n s , . etc. 

A d i r e c t o r s ' Meeting h e l d on J u l y 3rd, 1945 produced two s i g n i f ­
i c a n t d e c i s i o n s - one was t h a t meetings be hold monthly, on the t h i r d 
F r i d a y , i n s t e a d of at throe week i n t e r v a l s as had been the p r a c t i c e 
since 1940. This i s , of courso, the system which the Society follovrs 
at tho present time. The other d e c i s i o n was that a monthly ncv.'olettor 
ho puhlished to supplement the S o c i e t y ' s b u l l e t i n , and i n some rospo-cts 
•70 rj3j)laoe it_.__ _The. f i r s t xssue of the Newsletter vras , 7 s sued i n Sep­
tember, 1945 and ±i has cbntinued' f o r the most part on a monthly b a s i s 
since that time. The B u l l e t i n , since the inauguration of the News­
l e t t e r has served purely as a "record" p u b l i c a t i o n issued at i r r e g u l a r 
i n t e r v a l s . John G r i f f i h handled tho B u l l e t i n as e d i t o r from 1 9 4 5 ^to . 
1948, and t h i s post was assumed by W i l l i a m 0. B a i l e y , vrho now holds i t 
i n 1949. 

The e a r l i e s t i s sues of the Newsletter and most of the mi.noographed 
i s s u e s of.the B u l l e t i n since 1941 had t h e i r d u p l i c a t i n g handled by 
Robert S. Brovrn, vrho deserves much c r e d i t f o r performing t h i s arduous 
duty over such a long period of time. 

As expected, the attendance at meetings surged, upwards during the 
season 1945-46 as nearly every meeting savr one or more r e t u r n i n g aptivc-
servicG members6 Along vrith t h i s thore was a healthy .natural incroase 
i n memhorship - at the March 15, 1946 meeting, 26 persons vrcro presont. 
This i s not an outstanding t o t a l comparod to present day standards,. but 
i t was decidedly a record at the time. 
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An extensive excursion to B u f f a l o vras h e l d on' Juno 23rd, 1946 i n ^ 

co-operation w i t h s e v e r a l other s o c i e t i e s . This was a forerunner of 
the O.O.T.T.C. excursions of the past,few years. 

The greatest s i n g l e forward step taken hy the Society i n i t s t e n -
year h i s t o r y was made i n the summer of 1946, when hy courtesy of Mr. 
Aiken Walker of the OPR F r e i g h t Department, arrangements were concluded 
with'the Toronto Terminals Railway Company f o r the use of Room.486, 
Toronto Union S t a t i o n as a place of meeting f r e e of charge. The long 
t r e k s to d i s t a n t memherq' homes and'the crov^dod co n d i t i o n s of some of 
the well-attended meetings a u t o m a t i c a l l y hocam'e things'of the past. 
The f a l l of 1946 a l s o saw Society "pins on sale, f o r tho f i r s t time.. 

With meetings being h e l d i n tho Union. S t a t i o n , programs f o r moet-
ings soon became the r u l e rather- than the exception,, as the room vras 
vr e l l adapted f o r speakers, quizzes or tho showing of f i l m s . The 
Program and Excursion Committee now docs an o x c e l l o n t job of p r o v i d i n g 
the membership vrith e n t e r t a i i m e n t at each meeting. . ' 

The l a t t e r p o r t i o n of 1946 saw anothor .'milestone of . progross as 
photo-offset p r i n t i n g vras used f o r the f i r s t timo i n the Society's 
b u l l e t i n (no. 2 l ) . From no. 24 onv;c.rdB, t h e ' p o l i c y has been to have 
b u l l e t i n s completely l i t h o g r a p h e d , using mimco f o r the Newsletter only. 

The most rocent f i v e years of the Society's oxistencG have boen i n 
a l l respects' very suooossful and i n d e f i n i t e contrast to tho r a t h e r 
s t r u g g l i n g career of the f i r s t f i v e years, most of which covorcd the. 
latter.-portion of the war. Tho S o c i s t y ' s momhor-ship has incroasGd to 
tho point whore i t stands at nearly 200, contrasted to a mere 26 i n 
October, 1941. The meetings improve constantly i n attendanco and • 
excellence of programme. Although the Society has not sponsored matiy 
•sxcursions of rocent y o a r s , i t has been an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n the 
C e n t r a l Ontario T r a i n T r i p Committee, vrhich sponsors the b i g .annual 
June excursion - thoso t r i p s are becoming a Toronto r a i l f a n i n s t i t u t i o n . 

At a time vrhen several of the l e a d i n g r a i l r o a d ^'an p u b l i c a t i o n s 
arc experiencing d i f f i c u l t y i n c o n t i n u i n g , the U.O.R.S. B u l l e t i n and 
Newsletter are t h u s . f a r unhampered hy any such t r o u h l o s , and should so 
continue i n d e f i n i t e l y . - Tho Society has come to put an i n c r e a s i n g 
amount of i t s time and finances i n t o p u b l i c a t i o n s , hut t h i s i s as i t 
should he w i t h a largo suhsorihing (associate)'membership. 

In summary, i t can be concluded that, the f i r s t ton yoaro' have been 
a decade of outstanding success and progress f or .the Uppc-r Canada R a i l ­
way S o c i e t y , a l e a d i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the r a i l f a n movement of Canada. 
Thh w r i t e r conf identlj''.uxpocts t h a t - t h e second twenty years--vrill' shovr 
an equal amount of progress. ' ' . 

The Canada and Gulf- Terminal Railway has ordered a 1 2 0 0 h.p. 
svritcher from General Motors D i e s e l L t d . , to he assigned the oumher 3 5 6 . 

The O.N. R. ordered three 1 2 0 0 h.p. road d i e s e l locomotivos during 
J u l y f o r tho narrow gauge Nev/foundland l i n e s . 

A l l of the 2 8 GMD road di.escls ordered hy the CNR a year ago have 
now been r e c e i v e d . They carry road numbers 9 0 2 8 - 9 0 5 5 and are operated 
i n A-B combinations on the CNR main l i n e . 

The Essex Terminal Railway has purchased an 8 0 0 h.p, switcher from 
GMD nuraber-ed 1 0 2 , . 

Tho. Guehoc, North Shore & Labrador Railvray plaoed a l a r g e order 
.vrith GMD i n August - t h i s c a l l s f o r 5 0 GP-7 u n i t s , and w i l l provide the 
new railway vrith most,if not a l l of the povrer i t r e q u i r e s f o r i t s op­
e r a t i o n . A l s o ordered vrere two 6 0 0 hop. svritchers from GE at E r i c , Fa, 

LOCOMOTIVE NOTES 


