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During i t s l a s t decade as an independent railway, the 
Grand Trunk entrusted i t s passenger services to a f l e e t 
of 105 P a c i f i c Type locomotives constructed between 
1910 and 1920 by a variety of builders, including the 
GTR i t s e l f . A l l of these locomotives were b u i l t to es
s e n t i a l l y the same spe c i f i c a t i o n , except that 55 of them 
were f i t t e d with 73" drivers, while the remainder had 
drivi n g wheels measuring just 69" i n diameter. 

When the bankrupt Grand Trunk was absorbed into the 
newly-formed Canadian National Railways in 1923, the 55 
locomotives of the former group were carried into CNR 
books as class K-3, road numbers 5557-5611. (It i s of 
interest to note that CN's 15 additional locomotives i n 
the K-3 class, K-3-g nos.5612-5626, were ex-Grand Trunk 
P a c i f i c , and bear l i t t l e resemblance to the GTR eng
ines .) 

By latter-day standards, the K-3's were basic locomo
t i v e s . As b u i l t , GTR nos. 200-222 and 289-299 were 
saturated engines, equipped with Stephenson motion. By 
the mid-1920's however, superheaters had been applied 
and the Stephenson gear replaced by more modern motion. 
In general, CNR 5557-5577 and 5600-5611 were equipped 
with Walschaerts valve gear, with Baker gear applied to 

BKLOW: ''Jumerous variations i n piping and appliances 
characterised the K-3's. '.'/alschaerts-equipped 5560 
is typical of many of the 5500's i n latt e r days. 
Sngine 5610 sports a huge headlight and Young valve 
gear — a gear i n which valve motion i s taken from 
the crosshead on the onposite side of the engine. 

/J.A. Brown Collection 

ABOVE: With whistle screaming and Baker valve gear 
at maximum cutoff, K-3-b 5588 is captured i n clas
sic action near PaLmerston, Ont., i n 1958. i.'ote how 
sediment from the boiler blowdown has coated the 
firebox and tender. /Tom K i l l e r 

the remainder; the comparatively rare Young gear found 
i t s way at one time or another to engines 5598/99 and 
5608-5611, although some of tliese applications were 
temporary. GTR nos. 223 and 224 were constructed with 
experimental Hobart .Allfree cylinders and valve gear 
which were removed several years l a t e r in favour of con
ventional cylinders and Baker gear. Refinements such 
as stokers were unknown to the K-3's, and power reverse 
gears were comparatively recent additions. Elesco feed-
water heaters and pumps were applied i n l a t t e r days to 
a number of the 5500's. 

The K-3's never ventured f a r from home, and were a com
mon sight i n Ontario and Quebec on secondary passenger 
trains and wayfreights. However, two members of the 
class, nos. 5558 and 5593, operated for many years i n 
Saskatchewan. The K-3's figured i n t h e i r share of ac
cidents, minor and major. In the l a t t e r category was 
a head-on c o l l i s i o n at Komoka, Ont., i n 1915, involving 
GTR engines 231 ( l a t e r CNR 5567) and 1008; the 4-6-2 
was r e b u i l t and back i n service some nine months l a t e r . 
Not so fortunate was 5570, which was scrapped after i t 
overturned at Brantford, Ont., on February 2nd, 1945, 
while doubleheading 4-8-2 6077 on a frei g h t t r a i n . 

Only one representative of this u t i l i t a r i a n class is now-
extant, that being engine 5588 whicli i s displayed i n a 
f i n e location on the waterfront at Windsor, Ontario. 
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1. GTH 290-294, 222 were renumbered from GTH 1st 200-205 i n 1911-
2. GTH 288 was b u i l t for Grand Trunk l.estern; GTR 289 was o r i g i n a l l y Central Vermont 

233, later transferred to GT..' as 289. 
3. C:-R 5578/57/79/30/58/81 were actually GTH 2nd 200-205. 
4. GTH 288-299 were a l l assigned to Grand Trunk '.-.'estern prior to amalgamation with CNll. 
5. Subseouent to CM takeover, and prior to 1930, nos. 5604-5608 were leased to 

Central Vermont as nos. 234-238. 
6. CNR 5588 donated to the City of Windsor, Ont.,. for display. 

BLW — Baldwin Locomotive Works; GTR — Grand Trunk Railway; l-LLW — }-:ontreal Locomotive Works 

U p p e r C a n a d a R a i l w a y S o c i e t y 

BOX 122 TERMINAL "A-- TORONTO 

LOCOMOTIVE DATA SHEET 

No. 6612 

LtFT: Where diesels fear to 
tread, K-3-b 5583 wadee through 
the floodwaters of Hurricane 
Hazel i n the f a l l of 1954. 
Mote the absence of an a i r 
reservoir on the p i l o t beam. 

/ R. Buck Coll'n 

BILLOW: The appearance of 5585 
i s made more awesome by the 
addition of an Elesco feedwater 
heater and pump. The 4-6-2 has 
just brought "The Highlander" 
into Haliburton.Cnt. The date: 
August, 1954. / J . Brown Coll'n 


