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U p p e r C a n a d a R a i l w a y S o c i e t y 

The Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y i s ' a p i o n e e r i n Canadian 
r a i l w a y p u b l i c a t i o n s , h a v i n g o r i g i n a t e d i n 1935 as the 
Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l Engine P i c t u r e Club. I n 1941, the 
pr e s e n t name was adopted and i n 1952 the U.C.R.S. was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the p r o v i n c e o f O n t a r i o , Canada. 

The Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y meets on the t h i r d 
F r i d a y o f each month. J u l y and August meetings are i n 
f o r m a l movie n i g h t s . The meetings are h e l d a t 589 
Mount P l e a s a n t Road, T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o and s t a r t a t 8:00 
p.m. 
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V i c e P r e s i d e n t 
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Membership S e c r e t a r y 

T r e a s u r e r 
Recording S e c r e t a r y 

J i T , ROBBIE R a i l & T r a n s i t C o o r d i n a t o r 

C.S, BRIDGES House Committee Chairman 

G.Ai MEEK E n t e r t a i n m e n t Chairman 

M.J. MARCHBANK R o l l i n g Stock Chairman 

R. WILLIAMSON P u b l i c a t i o n 
S a l e s Chairman 

Membership e n q u i r i e s s h o u l d be addressed t o the 
Membership S e c r e t a r y , U.C.R.S., P. 0. Box 122, P o s t a l 
S t a t i o n "A", T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , M5W 1A2. Membership 
r a t e s are $10.00 f o r r e g u l a r and $9.50 f o r a s s o c i a t e 
membership p e r c a l e n d a r y e a r . 

P u b l i c a t i o n s a l e s e n q u i r i e s s h o u l d be sent to 
P u b l i c a t i o n S a l e s , U.C.R.S., P. 0. Box 122, P o s t a l S t a 
t i o n "A", T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , MSW 1A2. Members are r e 
minded t h a t they are e n t i t l e d t o a 10% d i s c o u n t on a l l 
o r d e r s i f t h e i r membership i s c u r r e n t . O n t a r i o r e s i 
dents s h o u l d add 7% P r o v i n c i a l S a l e s Tax. Hobby Shops 
and d e a l e r e n q u i r i e s are s o l i c i t e d from around the 
w o r l d . 
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Back i s s u e s o f U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r s are a v a i l a b l e 
as f a r back as 1966. F o r i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e U.C.R.S. 
N e w s l e t t e r Back I s s u e s , P. 0. Box 122, P o s t a l S t a t i o n 
"A", Toronto, O n t a r i o , MSW 1A2. 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s to the U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r are 
s o l i c i t e d . No r e s p o n s i b i l i t y can be assumed f o r l o s s 
or n o n - r e t u r n of m a t e r i a l , a l t h o u g h every care w i l l 
be e x e r c i s e d i f r e t u r n i s r e q u e s t e d . P l e a s e address 
a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the E d i t o r , U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r , 
P. 0. Box 122, P o s t a l S t a t i o n "A", T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , 
MSW 1A2. W r i t t e n c o n t r i b u t i o n s ( a r t i c l e s and news 
items) s h o u l d be i n the form of b l a c k and w h i t e g l o s s y 
p r i n t s o f 8 " x l 0 " o r 5"x7" s i z e or l a r g e r . Each photo
graph s h o u l d be c a p t i o n e d on the back (o r a l a b e l 
a t t a c h e d to the back) s t a t i n g s u b j e c t , l o c a t i o n , date 
and any o t h e r a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

P O L I C Y 
Any r a i l w a y or t r a n s i t events (such as e x c u r s i o n s 

o r f a n t r i p s ) w i l l be g l a d l y covered by the U.C.R.S. 
N e w s l e t t e r s t a f f . Two f r e e p r e s s passes s h o u l d be 
i s s u e d , one f o r a photographer and one f o r a r e p o r t e r 
to work as a team. A l l events commencing from o u t s i d e 
a 100-mile r a d i u s from T o r o n t o , are s u b j e c t t o charges 
f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and accommodation as w e l l . 

The Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y ' s N e w s l e t t e r i s 
p u b l i s h e d s i x times a yea r by the Upper Canada R a i l w a y 
S o c i e t y , P. 0. Box 122, P o s t a l S t a t i o n "A", T o r o n t o , 
O n t a r i o , MSW 1A2. 

C O N T E N T S ; 

INTRODUCTION 2 

BRITISH STEAM IN 1975 4 
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THE BRITISH FANTRIP 12 

NO STEAM WITHOUT FIRE 14 

THIS SUMMER'S EVENTS 16 

ABOUT THE NEXT ISSUE 1 i 1 

FRONT COYER; 
L.N.E.R. #4472, The Vlylns Saotiman, poses b e s i d e 
Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s N o r t h e r n #6218 at Spadina 
Roundhouse i n Toronto d u r i n g her v i s i t to Canada i n 
1972. The exact date was 28 August. (J.T, Robbie) 

BACK COVER; 
In the l a t e e vening o f 18 March 19 75, TTC PCC ca r 
number 4382 poses i n f r o n t o f the m a g n i f i c e n t l y i l 
l u m i n a t e d S t . Lawrence H a l l at K i n g § J a r v i s S t r e e t s . 

(Ted Wickson) 
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T r a c t i o n Dept. E d i t o r 
D i s t r i b u t i o n Chairman 

T e c h n i c a l A d v i s o r 

E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n Dept. E d i t o r 

Equipment and R o l l i n g 
S t o c k Dept. E d i t o r 

Feature S t a f f R e p o r t e r 

F e a t u r e S t a f f R e p o r t e r 

S t a f f R e p o r t e r 

S t a f f Photographer 

S t a f f Photographer 

R e p r o d u c t i o n o f the contents o f t h i s magazine i s 
s t r i c t l y p r o h i b i t e d w i t h o u t w r i t t e n p e r m i s s i o n from the 
the E d i t o r or S o c i e t y . 

The proposed name change t o R a i l and T r a n s i t as 
o r i g i n a t e d by J . T. Robbie i s b e i n g r e g i s t e r e d . 
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T h i s s p e c i a l s e c t i o n , "150th A n n i v e r s a r y of Railways i n 
B r i t a i n " , i s p u b l i s h e d as a supplement to the March-
A p r i l 1975 i s s u e of Upper Canada Rai l w a y S o c i e t y "News
l e t t e r " . I t i s i n t e n d e d f o r the e n j o y a b l e l i g h t r e a d i n g 
and i n f o r m a t i o n about the r a i l w a y o p e r a t i o n s and f e s t i 
v i t i e s t h i s summer i n B r i t a i n . The supplement i s pub
l i s h e d by the Upper Canada Rai l w a y S o c i e t y , P.O. Box 
122, P o s t a l S t a t i o n "A", T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , M5lv 1A2 and 
i s i n t e n d e d f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n a c r o s s Canada, the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s and overseas. For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 
the c e l e b r a t i o n s and a c t i v i t i e s , c o n t a c t the B r i t i s h 
T o u r i s t A u t h o r i t y 
i n T o r o n t o : 151 B l o o r S t r e e t West, 

Toronto, O n t a r i o . 
M5S 1T3 phone (416) 925-6326 

i n Vancouver: 602 West H a s t i n g s S t r e e t , 
Vancouver, B r i t i s h Columbia. 
V6B 1P2 phone (604) 682-2604 

i n New York: 680 F i f t h Avenue, 
New York N.Y. 10019 

phone (212) 581-4700 
i n Chicago: S u i t e 2450, 

John Hancock Ce n t e r , 
875 North M i c h i g a n Avenue, 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 50611 

phone (312) 787-0490 
i n Los A n g e l e s : 612 Flower S t r e e t , 

Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 90017 
phone (213) 623-8196 

i n B r i t a i n : 64 S t . James's S t r e e t , 
London SWIA INF 

phone 01-626 9191 
i n A u s t r a l i a : ASL House, 

C l a r e n c e f, Ki n g S t r e e t s , 
Sydney NSW 2000 

phone 29.86.27. 
i n New Zealand: 19 Tory S t r e e t , 

W e l l i n g t o n 
phone 553-223 

FRONT COVER: The B l u e b e l l Railway p i c t u r e d at S h e f f i e l d 
Park a f t e r a r r i v a l from H a r s t e d Keynes i n June 1965, 
The l o c o m o t i v e i s ex London and Northwestern Railway, 

(Ron Layton) 
CENTRESPREAD: B u i l t between 1872 and 1890 by London, 
B r i g h t o n and South Coast, l o c o m o t i v e "32678 i s seen at 
Havant a f t e r w o r k i n g a H a y l i n g I s l a n d T r a i n . Although 
the p i c t u r e was taken i n 1962, the scene c o u l d be any 
time 

(Ron Layton) 

A f t e r e x p e r i e n c i n g the gr e a t t h r i l l o f o b s e r v i n g B r i t i s h 
steam i n Canada, i t was indeed an honour to acc e p t , on 
b e h a l f of the Upper Canada Rai l w a y S o c i e t y and the s t a f f 
o f the " N e w s l e t t e r " , the assignment of p r e p a r i n g t h i s 
supplement f o r the B r i t i s h T o u r i s t A u t h o r i t y . Over the 
y e a r s , B r i t i s h Steam has d e l i g h t e d c o u t l e s s thousands 
i n the '.'.'estern Hemisphere and we hope t h a t as many as 
p o s s i b l e w i l l t r a v e l to B r i t a i n t h i s year to observe the 
f e s t i v i t i e s f i r s t hand. - e d i t o r 

SPECIAL STAFF FOR THIS SUPPLEMENT: 

E d i t o r J.T. Robbie 
P r o d u c t i o n E d i t o r M.W. Roschlau 
C o n t r i b u t i n g and 
T e c h n i c a l A d v i s o r s - - R . L a y t o n , 

D.W. Smith 
B.T.A. A d v i s o r M. Knight 

The Upper Canada Rai l w a y S o c i e t y i s a p i o n e e r i n Canadian 
r a i l w a y p u b l i c a t i o n s , h a v i n g o r i g i n a t e d i n 1935 as the 
Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l Engine P i c t u r e Club. In 1941, the 
p r e s e n t name was adopted and i n 1952 the U.C.R.S. was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the p r o v i n c e of O n t a r i o , Canada. 
For i n f o r m a t i o n on o t h e r r a i l w a y p u b l i c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e , 
c o n t a c t Upper Canada Railway S o c i e t y , P u b l i c a t i o n S a l e s 
Department, P.O. Box 122, P o s t a l S t a t i o n "A", Toronto, 
O n t a r i o , Canada M5W 1A2. 
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OPPOSITE PAGE: 
L.N.E.R. 4472, Flying Scotiman, 
poses b e s i d e Canadian N a t i o n a l 
N o r t h e r n type #6218 a t Spadina 
Roundhouse i n Toronto on 2 8 Aug
us t 1970. (J.T, Robbie) 
ABOVE: Southern R a i l w a y 4-4-0 
number 926 i s backed up on the 
Cape Breton Steam p r o p e r t y i n Nova 
S c o t i a . (J.T, Robbie) 

LEFT: T/ie Royal Soot, number 6100, 
t ^ ; j i s seen d u r i n g h e r v i s i t t o Toron

to i n 19 33. The exact date i s 4 
May. (Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s ) 

~' BELOVJ: During her v i s i t i n 19 3 3 , 
London, M i d l a n d 6 S c o t t i s h #6100 
t o u r e d the U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada 
w i t h an e i g h t - c a r t r a i n . The t o u r 
was i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t he Century 
of P r o g r e s s E x p o s i t i o n i n Chicago. 
The two shots were taken a t the Ca
nadi a n N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n grounds. 

(Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s ) 
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1 SCOTTISH RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
Wallace S t r e e t , F a l k i r k , S t i r l i n g s h i r e . 
The SRPS, founded i n 1961, has done i n v a l u a b l e work 
p r e s e r v i n g r e l i c s , l a r g e and s m a l l , o f the S c o t t i s h 
R a i l w a y System, which f o r m e r l y c o n s i s t e d of f i v e main 
companies. The depot i s c l o s e to F a l k i r k BR s t a t i o n . 
Nine steam l o c o m o t i v e s and - e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n o f 
coaches and wagons. Open: Saturdays from 11 a.m. 

2 LOCHTY PRIVATE RAILWAY 
Loc h t y , F i f e . 
L ochty to Knightsw'ard, two m i l e s l o n g , the LP i s p a r t 
of the former E a s t F i f e C e n t r a l b r a n c h , o f which L o c h t y 
ivas the t e r m i n u s . Three Steam l o c o m o t i v e s o p e r a t e . 
Open: Sunday a f t e r n o o n s , mid-June to e a r l y September. 
Lochty i s s i x m i l e s s o u t h of S t . Andrews. 

3 RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF IRELAND 
IVhitehead, County A n t r i m 
A t the hfhitehead depot you can see the o n l y o p e r a t i v e 
main l i n e steam engines i n I r e l a n d . The S o c i e t y r e 
c e i v e s c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n from the I r i s h r a i l w a y s and 
runs r a i l t o u r s every y e a r . S i x steam l o c o m o t i v e s , 
i n c l u d i n g the w e l l k n o M 4-4-0 " S l i e v e G u l l i o n " oper
ate w i t h coaches and wagons. Open: Sunday a f t e r n o o n s 
i n J u l y and August. IVhitehead i s 15 m i l e s n o r t h e a s t 
of B e l f a s t . 

4 ISLE OF MAN RAILWAY 
Douglas, I s l e o f Man 
Douglas t o P o r t E r i n , 15.7 m i l e s . Gauge - 3 f o o t . 
T h i s l i n e has changed l i t t l e i n atmosphere s i n c e i t 
was opened i n 1874, and i t s w i n d i n g r o u t e p r o v i d e s 
one o f the b e s t ways of e n j o y i n g the c o a s t a l and r u r a l 
beauty o f the i s l a n d . S i x t e e n steam l o c o m o t i v e s -
a l l except one date from the V i c t o r i a n or Edwardian 
times (1873-1910) and are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by t h e i r p r o 
minent b r a s s domes. Open; Mondays t o F r i d a y s mid-May 
to mid-September. 

5 RAVENGLASS AND ESKDALE RAILWAY 
Rav e n g l a s s , Cumberland 
Ravenglass t o D a l e g a r t h , 7% m i l e s ; 15 i n c h gauge. The 
t r i p up the b e a u t i f u l E s k d a l e V a l l e y b e h i n d one o f the 
handsome l i t t l e engines of the R8ER ( f a m i l i a r l y known 
as " R a t t y " ) i s a g r e a t a t t r a c t i o n f o r v i s i t o r s t o the 
Lake D i s t r i c t . The l i n e was b u i l t i n 1875 and the 
gauge was reduced from the o r i g i n a l 3 f e e t i n 1916. 
Three steam l o c o m o t i v e s o p e r a t e . Open: d a i l y (except 
Christmas P e r i o d ) . L o c a t e d 16% m i l e s s o u t h e a s t o f 
IVhitehaven. 

6 LAKESIDE AND HAVERTHWAITE RAILWAY 
Ha v e r t h w a i t e S t a t i o n , Newby B r i d g e , L a n c a s h i r e . 
H a v e r t h w a i t e to L a k e s i d e , 3% m i l e s . T h i s i s p a r t o f 
a branch l i n e opened i n 1859 t o s e r v e the steamers on 
Lake Windermere. The branch was c l o s e d by BR i n 1967, 
but i t i s now once a g a i n p o s s i b l e to re a c h the shores 
of the Lake D i s t r i c t ' s l a r g e s t l a k e by steam t r a i n . 
Connections are p r o v i d e d w i t h steamers at L a k e s i d e . 
The depot at Ha v e r t h w a i t e has e i g h t steam l o c o m o t i v e s , 
i n c l u d i n g a S t a i n i e r " B l a c k F i v e " 4-6-0 (former LMSR). 
Open: d a i l y , mid-May to e a r l y October. 

7 STEAMTOWN 
Warton Road, C a r n f o r t h , L a n c a s h i r e . 
C a r n f o r t h was one o f the l a s t BR depots to m a i n t a i n 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Leased from BR i n 1968, Steamtown 
covers about 26 acres a d j a c e n t to the main London to 
Glasgow l i n e (access through C a r n f o r t h BR s t a t i o n ) . 
About 25 steam l o c o m o t i v e s , i n c l u d i n g the B u l l e i d 
4-6-2 "Canadian P a c i f i c " (former SR) and f o u r S t a i n i e r 
4-6-Os (former LMSR). Open d a i l y . Engines i n steam 
on Sundays, March t o October and Bank H o l i d a y weekends. 

8 NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS RAILWAY 
Grosmont S t a t i o n , near I f h i t b y , Y o r k s h i r e . 
Grosmont t o P i c k e r i n g , 18 m i l e s . T h i s s c e n i c l i n e over 
the moors, b u i l t i n 1836, w a s ' c l o s e d by BR i n 1965 and 
re-opened by the N o r t h York Moors H i s t o r i c a l R ailways 
T r u s t i n 1973. Fourteen steam l o c o m o t i v e s p r o v i d e 

power on " l o c a l " t r a i n s between Grosmont and Goathland 
(4 m i l e s ) except as noted below; o t h e r w i s e d i e s e l . 
Open: S a t u r d a y s , Sundays and Bank H o l i d a y s 6 A p r i l to 
27 October; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 28 May 
to 18 J u l y ; d a i l y 22 J u l y to 13 September, A l s o Wed
nesdays 10 A p r i l t o 22 May and 18 September t o 23 Oct
ober ( d i e s e l o n l y ) . 

9 WORTH VALLEY RAILWAY 
Haworth, Y o r k s h i r e . 
F i v e m i l e s , from K e i g h l e y to Oxenhope, T h i s b r a n c h 
l i n e was b u i l t i n 1857, c l o s e d by BR i n 1961 and r e 
opened by the P r e s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y i n 1968, .An impres
s i v e c o l l e c t i o n of r o l l i n g s t o c k , w i t h 30 steam l o c o 
motives i s m a i n t a i n e d . Open: weekends March t o Octo
b e r ; a l s o Wednesdays i n J u l y ; d a i l y i n August. 

10 MIDDLETON RAILWAY 
Garnet Road, Leeds, Y o r k s h i r e . 
T u r n s t a l l Road to M i d d l e t o n Park Gates, two m i l e s l o n g . 
T h i s l i n e , o p erated by the M i d d l e t o n R a i l w a y T r u s t , has 
i t s p l a c e i n t r a n s p o r t h i s t o r y , f o r i t f o l l o w s the r o u t e 
of a horse-draim r a i l w a y a u t h o r i s e d i n 1758. R o l l i n g 
s t o c k i n c l u d e s e i g h t steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open: weekends 
and Bank H o l i d a y a f t e r n o o n s , E a s t e r t o end o f October. 

11 DINTING RAILWAY CENTRE 
D i n t i n g Lane, G l o s s o p , D e r b y s h i r e . 
A t e n - a c r e s i t e i n the f o o t h i l l s o f the Pennines, was 
o r i g i n a l l y a depot of the Great C e n t r a l R a i l w a y . Ten 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s are o p e r a t e d , i n c l u d i n g r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f two w e l l kno™ 4-6-0 c l a s s e s - J u b i l e e (Baha
mas) and Royal Scot, A new e x h i b i t i o n h a l l i s 200 f e e t 
l o n g . Open: weekends and most weekdays, A p r i l to mid-
October. (Engines i n steam on Sundays and Bank H o l i 
days o n l y ) . 

12 LINCOLNSHIRE COAST LIGHT RAILWAY 
Humberston, near Grimsby, L i n c o l n s h i r e . 
N o r t h Sea Lane (Humberston) to South Sea Lane, one m i l e . 
One f o o t 11% i n c h gauge. T h i s l i n e i s unusual i n n o t 
b e i n g a p r e s e r v e d or r e v i v e d l i n e h ut a new one, b u i l t 
i n 1960 ( r e a l i g n e d and extended i n 1966) to serv e ho-
li d a y m a k e r s on t h i s p o p u l a r s t r e t c h o f c o a s t . Two steam 
l o c o m o t i v e s are ope r a t e d . Open: d a i l y , l a t e May to 
October (steam haulage on weekends). Humberston i s 
t h r e e m i l e s south of C l e e t h o r p e s . 

13 SNOWDON MOUNTAIN RAILWAY 
L l a n b e r i s , C a e r n a r v o n s h i r e . 
L l a n b e r i s t o Snowdon summit, 4.7 m i l e s w i t h a two f o o t 
7% i n c h gauge. T h i s i s the o n l y r a c k r a i l w a y i n B r i 
t a i n (opened i n 1896) and the severe g r a d i e n t s on the 
e n t h r a l l i n g c l i m b to the top o f the 3560-foQt mountain 
n e c e s s i t a t e a speed r e s t r i c t i o n o f S m.p.h. Seven 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s are o p e r a t e d . Open: 1 A p r i l to 1 
November. 

14 LLANBERIS LAKE RAILWAY 
G i l f a c h Dhu, L l a n b e r i s , C a e r n a r v o n s h i r e , 
G i l f a c h Dhu to P e n l l y n , 2% m i l e round t r i p . One f o o t 
11% i n c h gauge. T h i s l i n e f o l l o w s the r o u t e o f the 
former s l a t e - c a r r y i n g Padarn R a i l w a y alo n g the e a s t e r n 
shore of L l y n Padarn. E i g h t steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open: 
d a i l y from m i d - A p r i l to e a r l y October, 

15 FESTINIOG RAILWAY 
Porthmadog, C a e r n a r v o n s h i r e . 
Porthmadog to D d u a l l t , 9% m i l e s w i t h a One f o o t 11% 
i n c h gauge. T h i s was the w o r l d ' s f i r s t narrow gauge 
r a i l w a y to c a r r y passengers. B u i l t i n 1835, steam 
haulage r e p l a c e d horses i n 1863 and one of the o r i g i n a l 
l o c o m o t i v e s i s s t i l l i n use on the l i n e . E i g h t l o c o 
motives are ope r a t e d . Open: weekends and h o l i d a y s , 
mid-February to e a r l y J a n u a r y ; d a i l y A p r i l to end o f 
October. 

16 BALA LAKE RAILWAY 
L l a n u w c h l l y n , M e r i o n e t h . 
L l a n u w c h l l y n to Llangower, two-mile round t r i p . L a i d 
i n 19 72 on the t r a c k b e d of a d i s u s e d BR rou t e and runs 
a l o n g the s o u t h e r n shore o f B a l a Lake, the l a r g e s t na-
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t u r a l l a k e i n Wales. One steam l o c o m o t i v e operates 
d a i l y , E a s t e r to 29 September, then weekends u n t i l 27 
October. -° , 

17 FAIRBOURNE RAILWAY " 
F a i r b o u r n e , M e r i o n e t h , 
F a i r b o u r n e to Barmouth F e r r y , two m i l e s w i t h a 15 i n c h 
gauge. This i s an o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d s e a s i d e r a i l w a y 
a c r o s s the sand dunes at the mouth o f the Barmouth 
e s t u a r y . I t was o r i g i n a l l y a horse tramway opened i n 
1890. Four steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open: d a i l y , end o f M9.y 
to end of September. 

IS ireLSHPOOL AND LLANFAIR LIGHT RAILWAY 
L l a n f a i r C a e r e i n i o n , Montgomeryshire. 
L l a n f a i r C a e r e i n i o n t o S y l f a e n , 5.3 m i l e s l o n g w i t h a 
2' 5" gauge. T h i s l i n e was opened i n 1903 and c l o s e d 
by BR i n 1956. The P r e s e r v a t i o n Company i s now r e s t o 
r i n g the remainder o f the l i n e from S y l f a e n t o Welsh
p o o l . E i g h t steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open: weekends, e a r l y 
June t o e a r l y September; a l s o E a s t e r and s p r i n g Bank 
H o l i d a y weekends and the i n t e r v e n i n g Sundays. 

19 TALYLLYN RAILWAY 
Tyifyn, M e r i o n e t h . 
Tyi^yn to Abergonol^^yn, 6% m i l e s w i t h a 2' 3" gauge. 
T h i s i s the f i r s t r a i l w a y i n B r i t a i n to be saved by a 
p r e s e r v a t i o n s o c i e t y ( i n 1951). The s i x steam locomo
t i v e s i n c l u d e two t h a t were b u i l t f o r the opening of 
the l i n e i n 1866. The Narrow Gauge Museum at Tyi^yn i s 
a s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n . Open: d a i l y , A p r i l t o end o f 
September. 

20 VALE OF RHEIDOL .RAILWAY 
Ab e r y s t w y t h , C a r d i g a n s h i r e . 
Aberysturyth to D e v i l ' s B r i d g e , 11.7 m i l e s . T h i s i s 
the o n l y narrow gauge l i n e on the BR system, w i t h ER's 
o n l y steam-hauled t r a i n s . Opened i n 1902, i t i s one 
of the most s c e n i c l i n e s i n B r i t a i n . Three steam l o 
comotives. Open: d a i l y , m i d - A p r i l t o e a r l y October. 

21 .FOXFIELD LIGHT RAILWAY 
F o x f i e l d Works, D i l h o r n e , S t a f f o r d s h i r e . 
F o x f i e l d to B l y t h e B r i d g e , f o u r m i l e round t r i p . T h i s 
i s a former c o l l i e r y l i n e through a t t r a c t i v e r u r a l 
s c e n e r y . F i f t e e n steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Depot open: 
Sundays, A p r i l t o October (passenger t r a i n s - second 
Sunday i n month), 

22 CHASEWATER LIGHT RAILWAY 
Chasewater P l e a s u r e P a r k , B r o w n h i l l s , S t a f f o r d s h i r e . 
Around the l a k e i n the park w i t h a two-mile round t r i p . 
T h i s i s a former BR l i n e c l o s e d i n 1960 and a c q u i r e d i n 
1965. Seven steam l o c o m o t i v e s o p e r a t e w i t h v i n t a g e 
coaches. Open: weekends i n the summer. 

23 SEVERN VALLEY RAILWAY 
B r i d g n o r t h , S h r o p s h i r e . 
B r i d g n o r t h to H i g h l e y , 6% m i l e s . The l i n e f o l l o w s the 
v a l l e y o f the r i v e r Severn southwards from the h i s t o r i c 
town o f B r i d g n o r t h and was b u i l t i n 1862, c l o s e d by BR 
i n 1953. I t i s v e r y a c t i v e now w i t h n e a r l y 3D steam 
l o c o m o t i v e s and an e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n o f passenger 
coaches and o t h e r r o l l i n g s t o c k . Open: weekends. Bank 
H o l i d a y s and c e r t a i n o t h e r days, E a s t e r to end o f Oct
ober. 

24 BIRMINGHAM RAILWAY MUSEUM 
Warwick Road, T y s e l e y , Birmingham. 
Former BR steam depot, l e a s e d by the Standard Gauge 
Steam T r u s t , The e x h i b i t s r e p r e s e n t 125 y e a r s of r a i l 
way h i s t o r y , and the depot i s equipped f o r the mainte
nance and r e p a i r of engines. E l e v e n steam l o c o m o t i v e s . 
Open: Sunday a f t e r n o o n s , A p r i l to October (except on 
Bank H o l i d a y weekends). 

25 IvIAIN L I N E STEAM TRUST 
C e n t r a l S t a t i o n , Loughborough, L e i c e s t e r s h i r e . 
Loughborough i s an a c t i v e steam depot w i t h the r e s t o r 
a t i o n o f a 10-mile l i n e i n p r o g r e s s . Twelve steam l o 
comotives. Open; weekends. 

26 SHACKERSTONE RAILWAY SOCIETY • 
Shackerstone, L e i c e s t e r s h i r e . 
A steam c e n t r e i n the h e a r t of the r u r a l M i d l a n d s , 
c l o s e to the h i s t o r i c a l b a t t l e f i e l d o f Bosworth. 
R o l l i n g s t o c k i n c l u d e s s i x steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open; 
Bank H o l i d a y weekends and c e r t a i n o t h e r weekends, 
A p r i l , to-September. 

J' 
27 CADEBY LIGHT RAILWAY , ' , , 
The R e c t o r y , Cadeby, L e i c e s t e r s h i r e . 
Cadeby to Sutton 'ane, 150 yards w i t h a 2 f o o t gauge. 
One of the s m a l l e s t p r i v a t e r a i l w a y s i n B r i t a i n , f o l 
l o w i n g a s e m i - c i r c u l a r r o u t e through the grounds o f 
Cadeby R e c t o r y , Four steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open: Second 
Saturday i n the month, A p r i l to November. 

28 NORTH NORFOLK RAILWAY 
Sheringham, N o r f o l k , 
Sheringham to Weybo'Tne, 2.7 m i l e s . T h i s i s a c o a s t a l 
s t r e t c h o f the former M i d l a n d and Great N o r t h e r n l i n e 
w i t h a depot a d j a c e n t to Sheringham BR s t a t i o n . Seven 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Depot open d a i l y , A p r i l t o October. 
T r a i n s operate Sundays and H o l i d a y s , May t o September. 

29 BRESSINGHAM STEAM MUSEUM 
Bressingham, near D i s s , N o r f o l k . 
T h i r t y - e i g h t steam engines are operated i n a d d i t i o n to 
a f i n e c o l l e c t i o n of t r a c t i o n engines. There are t h r e e 
narrow gauge r a i l w a y s i n these gardens of Bressingham. 
Open: Sundays, May to e a r l y October; a l s o Thursdays and 
Bank H o l i d a y s , June to mid-September, 

30 STOUR VALLEY RAILWAY 
Chappel and Wakes Colne S t a t i o n , Essex. 
The depot i s at the f i r s t s t a t i o n on the BR's S t o u r 
V a l l e y Branch which j o i n s the main Lo n d o n - C o l c h e s t e r -
Norwich l i n e at Marks Tey, R o l l i n g s t o c k a t the depot 
i n c l u d e s e i g h t steam l o c o m o t i v e s . ~ Open; V a r i o u s week
ends, March t o October. 
31 LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY 
B i l l i n g t o n Road, L e i g h t o n B u z z a r d , B e d f o r d s h i r e . 
Page's Park to Munday's H i l l , 3.3 m i l e round t r i p . 
O r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1919 to s e r v e the l o c a l sand quar
r i e s , and most of the l i n e runs through open c o u n t r y 
s i d e . Seven steam l o c o m o t i v e s operate. Open: Sundays 
and Bank H o l i d a y weekends ( a l s o f i r s t S a t urday i n month) 
A p r i l t o October. 

32 QUAINTON RAILWAY CENTRE 
Quainton Road S t a t i o n , nera A y l e s b u r y , Buckinghamshire. 
T h i s r u r a l s t a t i o n was f o r m e r l y a busy BR j u n c t i o n . 
N e a r l y 3D steam l o c o m o t i v e s and and a v a r i e t y o f coaches 
operate on an 0,6 m i l e run. Open: Bank H o l i d a y week
ends and l a s t Sunday i n the month, A p r i l to October. 

33 GREAT WESTERN SOCIETY 
D i d c o t , B e r k s h i r e . 
An u n r i v a l l e d c o l l e c t i o n o f Great Western r o l l i n g s t o c k 
w i t h IS steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open; Simdays and Bank H o l 
i d a y Mondays, E a s t e r to end of September. 

34 SITTINGBOURNB AND KEMSLEY LIGHT RAILWAY 
S i t t i n g b o u r n e , Kent, 
S i t t i n g b o u r n e t o Kemsley Down, a 2-mile round t r i p on 
2 f o o t 5 i n c h gauge. P a r t of an e x t e n s i v e narrow gauge 
system b u i l t i n 1906 to s e r v e the l o c a l paper m i l l s and 
one of the o r i g i n a l engines i s s t i l l amongst the seven 
l o c o m o t i v e s c u r r e n t l y i n o p e r a t i o n . Open: weekends and 
Bank H o l i d a y s , A p r i l t o October; a l s o Wednesdays and 
Thursdays i n August. 

35 KENT AND EAST SUSSEX RAILWAY 
Tenterden, Kent. 
Tenterden t o Rolvenden, t h r e e m i l e s . T h i s i s the f i r s t 
s t a g e o f a p l a n to re-open a t e n - m i l e s t r e t c h o f the 
70-year o l d l i n e w h i c h f o l l o w s a v e r y r u r a l r o u t e 
through the v a l l e y of the r i v e r R other. An i m p r e s s i v e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f 20 steam engines and o t h e r r o l l i n g s t o c k 
may be seen at Tenterden and Rolvenden s t a t i o n s . 
Open: weekends, e a r l y s p r i n g to l a t e autumn. 
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36 ROMNEY, HYTIIE AND DYMCHURCH RAILWAY 
New Romney, Kent, 
Hythe to Dungeness, 
Opened i n 1925 and 
i n m i n i a t u r e , w i t h 
to o n e - t h i r d normal 
20 m.p.h. i s thus e 
m.p.h. The double 
nine s t a t i o n s w i t h 
yVpril to Mid-Octobe 

13.7 m i l e s w i t h a 15 i n c h gauge, 
unique i n the w o r l d as a m a i n l i n e 
l o c o m o t i v e s and coaches s c a l e d dov/n 
s i z e . The t r a i n ' s a c t u a l speed of 

q u i v a l e n t to a s c a l e speed of 69 
t r a c k c r o s s e s Romney Marsh and has 
n i n e steam enhines. Open d a i l y , 
r ; then weekends to mid-November. 

37 BLUEBELL RAILWAY 
S h e f f i e l d Park S t a t i o n , near U c k f i e l d , Sussex. 
S h e f f i e l d Park to Worsted Keynes, f i v e m i l e s . P r e s e r 
ves the atmosphere of a r u r a l branch r a i l w a y of years 
ago. Name d e r i v e d from the b l u e b e l l s and o t h e r w i l d 
f l o w e r s of the t y p i c a l mid-Sussex c o u n t r y s i d e through 
which the l i n e ( b u i l t i n . 1882 , c l o s e d by BR i n 1958) 
wends i t s way. S i x t e e n steam e n g i n e : , r a n g i n g i n date 
from 1872 to 1951 o p e r a t e . Open a l l y e a r . 

38 ISLE OF WIGHT STEAM RAILWAY CENTRE 
Haven S t r e e t , I s l e of Wight. 
Three steam l o c o m o t i v e s o p e r a t e , i n c l u d i n g two v e t e r a n s 
which once d i d r e g u l a r duty on the i s l a n d ' s r a i l w a y s . 
The atmosphere of those days i ; - - c a l l e d at Haven S t r e e t 
S t a t i o n and on the two-mile traciv through the c o u n t r y 
s i d e to Wootton. Open: d a i l y , end of May to October 
( t r a i n s run on Sunday .yVfternoons o n l y ) . 

39 DART VALLEY RAILWAY 
B u c k f a s t l e i g h , Devonshire. 
B u c k f a s t l e i g h to Totnes w i t h a seven-mile round t r i p . 
T h i s branch l i n e through the b e a u t i f u l and well-wooded 
v a l l e y o f the r i v e r Dart was b u i l t i n 1872, c l o s e d by 
BR i n 1962 and re-opened by the Dart V a l l e y L i g h t R a i l 
way L t d . i n 1969. Large c o l l e c t i o n o f r o l l i n g s t o c k 
i n c l u d i n g 11 steam l o c o m o t i v e s . Open d a i l y , E a s t e r 
to e a r l y October: then indays to end o f October, 

RIGHT: C l a s s A2 4-6-2 number 60 528 TadoU UlnitlQ.l i s 
seen on the Manchester-Edinburgh S p e c i a l approaching 
R i c c a r t o n on the nov; c l o s e d Waverley Route. 

(Greg S c h o l l ) 
BELOW: B r i t a n n i a 4-6-2 c r o s s e s Ribblemead V i a d u ct on 
the Thames Clyde R e l i e f Express ( C a r l i s l e - L e e d s ) r o u t e 
i n r e g u l a r s e r v i c e . (Greg S c h o l l ) 
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TALE OF TWO 
TRAINS by Roger Thomas 

As a m e d i e v a l n a t i v e p r i n c e who r a l l i e d Wales a g a i n 
s t the E n g l i s h , Owain Glyndwr o c c u p i e s a p o w e r f u l p o s i t 
i o n i n Welsh h i s t o r y and f o l k l o r e . A t Owain's b i r t h , 
a c c o r d i n g to W i l l i a m Shakespeare: 

'The goats r a n from the mountains, and the herds 
Were s t r a n g e l y clamorous t o the f r i g h t e d f i e l d s . ' 

Owain s t i l l produces a s i m i l a r r e a c t i o n nowadays --
at l e a s t as f a r as sheep are concerned. L e t me e x p l a i n . 
Ouain SZyyidwK i s a steampowered engine o p e r a t i n g on a 
narrow-gauge r a i l w a y between Ab e r y s t w y t h and D e v i l ' s 
B r i d g e , Mid Wales. Owain, t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s companion 
engines L l y r r e l y n [another s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l f i g u r e ] 
and the P r i n c e o f Wales have been t e r r i f y i n g sheep on a 
r e g u l a r b a s i s s i n c e the e a r l y 1900's when the V a l e o f 
R h e i d o l R a i l w a y f i r s t came i n t o e x i s t e n c e . These l i t t l e 
e ngines are B r i t i s h R a i l ' s o n l y o p e r a t i o n a l l i n k w i t h 
the Age o f Steam, f o r as most people's memory o f steam 
l o c o m o t i v e s recedes i n t o a n o s t a l g i c h a z e , the V a l e of 
R h e i d o l remains as the o n l y steam-operated BR l i n e i n 
B r i t a i n . 

But t h i s i s a t a l e not o n l y o f OWCLLYI GZynduiA. on the 
V a l e o f R h e i d o l . Our second engine i s the d e l i c a t e l y -
named Bfancfie, a nother refugee from an e r a when e l e c t r i 
f i c a t i o n , d i e s e l , I n t e r - C i t y e t a l were no more than 
images i n a c r y s t a l b a l l . Blanche i s one o f the F e s t i n -
i o g R a i l w a y ' s e n g i n e s , p u l l i n g coachloads o f passengers 
from the l i t t l e r e s o r t o f Porthmadog, on the L l e y n 
P e n i n s u l a , N o r t h Wales, t o a mountain terminus i n the 
Snowdonia N a t i o n a l Park. 

Ovicuin and BtcLnake. are two engines o f the 'Great 
L i t t l e T r a i n s o f Wales', a name c o n j u r e d up t o encompass 
the unprecedented c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f narrow-gauge r a i l w a y s 
which are t o be found i n N o r t h and Mid Wales. There are 
e i g h t l i n e s i n a l l , seven o f them p r i v a t e concerns 
o p e r a t e d m a i n l y by e n t h u s i a s t s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the one 
B r i t i s h R a i l l i n e . T h i s t a l e o f two t r a i n s , which con
c e n t r a t e s on the V a l e o f R h e i d o l i n M i d Wales and the 
F e s t i n i o g i n N o r t h Wales, attempts t o d e s c r i b e the 
q u a l i t i e s and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s w h i c h have e l e v a t e d a l l o f 
Wales's 'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s ' t o the s t a t u s o f one o f 
the n a t i o n s most p o w e r f u l t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s . 

Those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the c r e a t i o n of the V a l e o f 
R h e i d o l R a i l w a y , way back i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y , were 
endowed w i t h motives w h i c h almost seem v i s i o n a r y i n 
r e t r o s p e c t . IVhereas the contemporary r a i l w a y s o f the 
time -- and most of today's 'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s ' d e r i v e 
from these -- were e s t a b l i s h e d f o r p u r e l y i n d u s t r i a l 
m o t i v e s , someone i n the A b e r y s t w y t h a r e a must have done 
h i s market r e s e a r c h c o r r e c t l y and e s t i m a t e d t h a t a r a i l 
way up i n t o the mountains from t h i s p o p u l a r r e s o r t would 
be an i n s t a n t l y s u c c e s s f u l t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . U n l i k e 
o t h e r narrow-gauge r a i l w a y s , f r e i g h t as opposed to pas
senger - t r a f f i c was seen as p l a y i n g a secondary r o l e . 

The h i s t o r y books t e l l us t h a t £6 7,9 00 was spent 
on the 12-mile l i n e b e f o r e the i n a u g u r a l passenger t r a i n 
c l i m b e d the 6 80 f t . from sea l e v e l to D e v i l ' s B r i d g e on 
November 5, 1902. F o l l o w i n g a chequered h i s t o r y - t h i n g s 
got so busy by 1912 t h a t an engine had to be borrowed 
from f r i e n d l y r i v a l s a t F e s t i n i o g , though the l i n e was 
c l o s e d throughout the 19 39-45 war - the V a l e of R h e i d o l 
was absorbed by B r i t i s h R a i l a f t e r the 1947 T r a n s p o r t A c t . 
Remnants o f i t s a n c e s t r y can s t i l l be seen by those w i t h 
sharp e y e s i g h t : r u s t i n g or h a l f - b r o k e n s i g n s almost 
b u r i e d i n the dense t a n g l e of undergrowth which s k i r t s 
much o f the l i n e b e a r , on b e h a l f of the o l d owners, the 
Great Western R a i l w a y , the f a m i l i a r i n s c r i p t i o n i n t e n d e d 
to s t r i k e t e r r o r i n t o the h e a r t s o f i n t e r l o p e r s 'Any 
p e r s o n found t r e s p a s s i n g on t h i s p r o p e r t y ' e t c . 

In most i n s t a n c e s o f c o u r s e , t h i s had the o p p o s i t e 
e f f e c t as young boys, i n t e n t on f l a u n t i n g n e a r - u n e n f o r c -
i b l e laws w h i l s t at the same cime e n j o y i n g the w i l d 
b l a c k b e r r i e s which always seemed t o t a s t e t h a t i m p o r t a n t 
b i t j u i c i e r by the s i d e of the l i n e , would t r e s p a s s to 
t h e i r h e a r t s ' c o n t e n t . 

Here, we b e g i n t o sense.the r e a l a p p e a l o f the 
'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s ' -- t h e c l o u d s o f steam, l e a t h e r 
window s t r a p s , l a t e r a l r o c k i n g motion, the r h y t h m i c 
c l a c k e t y - c l a c k of wheel on t r a c k , the w l l s i .e and the 
c i n d e r s w h i c h get i n your eyes when you poke y o u r head 
out of the window, t o g e t h e r w i t h the t r a r k s i d e where 
t r e s p a s s i n g was always fun ... a t r i p b e h i n d the Owain 
Glyndwr opens the f l o o d g a t e of c h i l d h o o d memories, 
evokes l o n g - f o r g o t t e n i n c i d e n t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a system 
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t h a t nowadays seems to b r i m w i t h 
c h a r a c t e r and p e r s o n a l i t y i n comj, a r i s e n to the d u l l (but 
d o u b t l e s s more e f f i c i e n t ) u n i f o r m i t y o f d i e s e l and 
e l e c t r i c power. 

The V a l e of R h e i d o l Railway o p e r a t e s from the main 
l i n e s t a t i o n a t Aberytwyth - i n d e e d , the l i t t i r a i l w a y ' s 
narrow-gauge 1 f t . 11-1/2 i n . t r a c k runs p a r a l l e l t o the 
main l i n e out o f Aberystivyth f o r the f i r s t m i l e or so. 
On t h i s s t r e t c h , a d i e s e l might thunder p a s t at what 
seems to be a breakneck speed, s i n c e Owain and h i s com
p a n i o n engines are o n l y capable of the n o t - v e r y - p r i n c e l y 
v e l o c i t y o f 20 mph. 

These f i r s t few m i l e s o f the l i n e g i v e l i t t l e i n d i 
c a t i o n o f the s p e c t a c u l a r f e a s t o f s c e n e r y t o come: the 
l i n e runs through the broad f l o o r o f the v a l l e y as the 
R i v e r R h e i d o l winds i t s way l a n g u o r o u s l y t o the sea. 
N e i ^ e r t h e l e s s , the t h e a t r i c s of the steam t r a i n are much 
i n e vidence -- the d r i v e r (or i s i t the f i r e m a n ? ) blows 
the steam w h i s t l e a t every o p p o r t u n i t y , b o t h d r i v e r and 
f i r e m a n waving t o a l l and sundry as the t r a i n passes 
perhaps a s c h o o l or an i s o l a t e d farmhouse by the s i d e o f 
the t r a c k . C o n s i d e r i n g the f a c t t h a t Owain and co. have 
been c h u f f i n g a l o n g t h i s p i e c e o f t r a c k f o r years on end, 
the genuine and contagious enthusiasm which i t s passage 
seems to c r e a t e i s , w e l l , unexpected. 

A t the Capel Bangor h a l t about f i v e m i l e s i n l a n d , a 
s i g n p r o u d l y d e c l a r e s t h a t we are now 9 0 f t . above sea 
l e v e l . The s i d e s o f the v a l l e y are b e g i n n i n g to c l o s e i n 
and become s t e e p e r now as the p r e v i o u s l y e f f o r t l e s s 
p i s t o n - r h y t h m of the engine i s r e p l a c e d by a f a r l e s s 
f l u e n t tempo. Owain b e g i n s t o c l i m b . I n the next seven 
m i l e s the l i n e w i l l hug the s i d e of an e v e r y - n a r r o w i n g 
v a l l e y , c l i m b i n g 590 f t . i n a l l . The g r a d i e n t , 1 i n 50, 
i s c l a s s i f i e d as ' e x c e p t i o n a l ' by those who are e x p e r t s 
i n such m a t t e r s , and i n the p r o c e s s o f p u l l i n g up a f u l l y 
l o a d e d complement of p a s s e n g e r s , Owain w i l l b u r n h a l f a 
ton o f c o a l and have t o stop t o take on e x t r a water. 

Suddenly the l i n e plxmges i n t o a forest,^"the steam 
c r e a t i n g m y s t e r i o u s e f f e c t s as i t hangs, in''suspension, 
amongst the t r e e s . In days gone by, p i o n e e r ' e n v i r o n m e n t 
a l i s t s would no doubt have c l a s s i f i e d t h i s as p o l l u t i o n ; 
But, p a r a d o x i c a l l y , i t a l l seems so n a t u r a l and uncon-
t r o v e r s i a l nowadays. 

J u s t b e f o r e the R h e i d o l F a l l s h a l t , t h e ' t r a i n breaks 
through the t r e e s . The e l e v a t i o n now becomes apparent as 
the r i v e r , 300 f t . below the l i n e , appears as a narrow 
s t r i p of b l u e . A c r o s s the v a l l e y i s the S t a g , an ambit
i o u s l y named o u t l i n e c r e a t e d by s p o i l from an o l d l e a d 
mine. Perhaps w i t h i m a g i n a t i o n i t does resemble t h a t 
proud b e a s t , though i n the i n t e r e s t of a c c u r a cy i t has t o 
be r e p o r t e d t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s t a g , a p a r t from h a v i n g 
a p i t i f u l l y undeveloped s e t o f h o r n s , a l s o appears t o be 
d e c i d e d l y pregnant. 
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From here on the scenery r e a l l y takes over. A f t e r 
R h e i d o l F a l l s , thus named f o r the w a t e r f a l l t h a t cascades 
down the o p p o s i t e s i d e of the v a l l e y i n a t h i n w h i t e 
l i n e , Owain r e a l l y has to work h a r d . A l t h o u g h t h i c k l y 
wooded, the t r e e s on the s i d e of the v a l l e y no l o n g e r 
impede the view s i n c e the s l o p e i s so s e v e r e . P a s t the 
Rhiwfron H a l t a t S60 f t . are views o f a l p i n e p r o p o r t i o n s , 
as c o n i f e r e d s l o p e s plunge p r e c i p i t l o u s l y from open 
mountaintop t o the r i v e r f i l l e d v a l l e y f l o o r . 

Chsrain c h u f f s , seemingly on i t s l a s t l e g s , through a 
r o c k y c u t t i n g and p u l l s i n t o D e v i l ' s B r i d g e , 680 f t . 
above sea l e v e l . T h i s l e t t l e mountain r e s o r t r e a l l y does 
l i v e up to i t s name, f o r here tKc i — i r e a s e r i e s o f 
s p e c t a c u l a r w a t e r f a l l s , r a v i ' - " ' /alks based around 
an a r e a which W i l l i a m WordswC. i - . i , poet and w a l k e r e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y , l a b e l l e d as the 'dread chasm'. 

A p a r t from f o l l o w i n g i n Wordsworth's f o o t s t e p s , 
passengers a l s o have the o p p o r t u n i t y to chat t o d r i v e r 
and f i r e m a n -- men l i k e Les Humphrey and S t a n Jones who 
a l s o d r i v e BR's d i e s e l e n g i n e s , but who welcome the 
o p p o r t u n i t y to exchange c o m f o r t a b l e modem cab f o r h o t , 
cramped f o o t p l a t e . - They t a l k of the l i t t l e engines l i k e 
i n d i v i d u a l s , e x p l a i n i n g t h a t each one has i t s p a r t i c u l a r 
i d i o s y n c r a s i e s and p e r s o n a l i t y . 'There's an a r t i n 
d r i v i n g these t r a i n s , ' says S t a n , 'not l i k e the d i e s e l . 
You've got t o r e a l l y t r e a t these w i t h r e s p e c t , almost 
coax and encourage them. I t ' s not s i m p l y a m a t t e r o f 
s h o v e l l i n g i n ^ t h e c o a l " a n d p u l l i n g a few l e v e r s . ' 

P a s s e n g e r ^ t r a f f i c on the V a l e of R h e i d o l i n c r e a s e s 
y e a r a f t e r y e a i i . I f you want t o j o i n t h i s ever i n c r e a s 
i n g t h r o n g i n 197S then make your way to A b e r y s t w y t h 
S t a t i o n anytime between March 24 and October S, OwaJ.n, 
GlyyidwK, Llyw^Zyn. and the Pitcnce tiJa.Ze.i run r e g u l a r l y 
w i t h i n c r e a s e d s e r v i c e s a t peak p e r i o d s t o c a t e r f o r 
e x t r a demand (see the B r i t i s h R a i l t i m e t a b l e ) . 

About IQ m i l e s n o r t h o f A b e r y s t w y t h l i e s a n other 
l i t t l e r e s o r t -- Porthmadog. Adding f u e l to the peren
n i a l 'Who, d i s c o v e r e d A m e r i c a ? ' argument, i t i s supposedly 
names a f t p f P r i n c e Madog, an i n t r e p i d Welshman who i s 
s a i d to have l a n d e d i n A m e r i c a l o n g b e f o r e the much-
maligne.d Columbus. Near the a t t r a c t i v e h a rbour i s the 
base f o r the F e s t i n i o g R a i l w a y , w h i c h t r a v e l s t e n m i l e s 
i n t o the mountains o f the Snowdonia N a t i o n a l Park to the 
t i n y h a l t of D d u a l l t , a c c e s s i b l e o n l y by r a i l . 

T h i s l i t t l e r a i l w a y , a g a i n w i t h a gauge of 1 f t . 
11-1/2 i n . has an immaculate and e n v i a b l e p e d i g r e e . I t 
can be t r a c e d back as f a r as 1836, the y e a r i n which a 
g r a v i t y r a i l w a y was opened to t r a n s p o r t s l a t e from the 
q u a r r i e s a t B l a e n a u F f e s t i n i o g t o the q u a y side at 
Porthmadog. As the demand f o r s l a t e grew and grew, so 
d i d the p r o s p e r i t y o f the l i n e (and, a p p a r e n t l y , the 
f a t i g u e o f the poor horses who had to p u l l the empty 
wagons back up the s l o p e f o r r e l o a d i n g ) . 

By the mid 19th c e n t u r y r a i l w a y mania had g r i p p e d 
the c o u n t r y , so n o t u n n a t u r a l l y the F e s t i n i o g R a i l w a y 
Company's thoughts t u r n e d t o steam. By the autumn o f 
1863 two l o c o m o t i v e s were i n o p e r a t i o n . F i r s t passengers 
were c a r r i e d on January 6, 1867, b u t , l i k e o t h e r Welsh 
narrow-gauge r a i l w a y s , gloom and d i f f i c u l t y f o l l o w e d a 
p e r i o d of p r o s p e r i t y . I n the F e s t i n i o g ' s c a s e , i t had 
depended to a l a r g e e x t e n t on i t s s l a t e t r a f f i c . As the 
i n d u s t r y d e c l i n e d , so tod d i d the r a i l w a y , which a l s o 
l o s t i t s passenger t r a f f i c to motor coaches. Summer 
t o u r i s t s h e l p e d to keep t h i n g s g o i n g but no passenger 
t r a i n s were run a f t e r 1939 and i n August 1946 the l i n e 
c l o s e d c o m p l e t e l y . A p a r t from c o n n e c t i o n s between the 
q u a r r i e s i n Blaenau F f e s t i n i o g . 

The l i n e was saved through d e d i c a t e d enthusiasm and 
a v a s t amount o f t o i l and sweat on the p a r t o f a v o l u n 
t e e r l a b o u r f o r c e . F e s t i n i o g now operates as a v o l u n t e e r 
s u p p o r t e d concern the u l t i m a t e aim of w h i c h i s t o re-open 
the e n t i r e l e n g t h o f t r a c k from Porthmadog t o Blaenau 
F f e s t i n i o g . A t p r e s e n t , i t seems as i f the l a s t f o u r -
m i l e s e c t i o n from D d u a l l t t o B l a e n a u w i l l be completed 
by 1978. 

From s m a l l b e g i n n i n g s i n 19S5 the F e s t i n i o g R a i l w a y 
has earned i t s e l f a p l a c e as the most p o p u l a r o f the 
'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s ' , w i t h i m m a c u l a t e l y m a i n t a i n e d l o c o 
m o t i v e s , b o a s t i n g such names as Uou.nicLLyie.zJi, Eajil oi 
UzJu-oyietk, UzJidcUn EmJiyi and, o f c o u r s e , 'SZanehe. 

T h i s m i n i a t u r e l o c o m o t i v e , w i t h i t s deep green 
p a i n t w o r k and h i g h l y p o l i s h e d b r a s s f i t t i n g s , r e g u l a r l y 
steams out of Porthmadog p u l l i n g a s t y l i s h s e l e c t i o n o f 
coaches. R e f l e c t i n g perhaps the grand o l d days when 

s o c i e t y was p o l a r i s e d between the upper and lower c l a s s e s 
coaches are e i t h e r 1 s t o r 3 r d c l a s s , an amusing b i t o f 
i r r e l e v a n c e i n such a c o n t e x t as t h i s , b u t enough t o 
cause v i s i t o r s to argue about where t h e i r t r u e l o y a l i t i e s 
l i e when p u r c h a s i n g t i c k e t s ! 

F i r s t - c l a s s t r a v e l i s c e r t a i n l y sumptuous, w i t h 
p l u s h i e a t s , an o b s e r v a t i o n c a r - and even w a i t e r s e r v i c e , 
f o r the t r a i n i s a l s o equipped w i t h a l i c e n s e d b u f f e t c a r . 
A l t h o u g h i t might n o t be q u i t e up t o Agatha C h r i s t i e ' s 
O r i e n t E x p r e s s , a f i r s t - c l a s s r i d e i n t o the mountains i s 
a reminder "of the glamour, and e l e g a n c e w h i c h once s u r 
rounded the u l t i m a t e i n r a i l t r a v e l . 

As the t r a i n t r u n d l e s a l o n g a m i l e - l o n g e s t u a r y 
causeway knoim as the Cob t h e r e are m a g n i f i c e n t vieq/s o f 
Snowdon, the h i g h e s t mountain i n England and Wales, s e t 
amidst i t s s u r r o u n d i n g peaks. Heading i n l a n d and i n t o 
those mountains, Blanche passes through M i n f f o r d d , a 
l i t t l e v i l l a g e on the d o o r s t e p of a r c h i t e c t S i r Clough 
W i l l i a m s - E l l i s ' s f a n t a s t i c I t a l i a n a t e c r e a t i o n a t P o r t -
m e i r i o n . Blanche now b e g i n s t o t o i l as the l i n e s k i r t s 
t o n g u e - t w i s t i n g Penrhyndeudraeth - i n t h i s r e s p e c t , the 
F e s t i n i o g R a i l w a y has taken the easy way out and s i m p l y 
c a l l e d i t s h a l t here Penrhyn. 

As on the V a l e of R h e i d o l , passengers suddenly get 
an i m p r e s s i o n of h e i g h t as the l i n e c l i n g s to the s i d e 
o f the v a l l e y . Beneath i s the s n a k i n g Ihfyrd R i v e r as 
EZanehe t o g e t h e r w i t h h e r u s u a l l y f u l l complement span 
b r e a t h t a k i n g embankments w h i l s t t r a v e l l i n g a l o n g s i d e 
N a t i o n a l T r u s t and Nature Reserve p r o p e r t y on a mountain
s i d e a l i v e w i t h rhododendron bushes. The sharp s i g h t e d 
w i l l j u s t be a b l e t o make out the d r a m a t i c s i l h o u e t t e o f 
H a r l e c h C a s t l e , p e r c h e d on a r o c k y o u t c r o p o v e r l o o k i n g t h 
the sea b e f o r e Blanche t u r n s i n t o a s i d e v a l l e y and 
stops a t Tan-y-bwlch to take on w a t e r . 

Here, at about 400 f t . i n a commanding p o s i t i o n 
above the i n k y - b l a c k waters o f the l a k e L l y n M a i r , i s an 
a t t r a c t i v e n a t u r e t r a i l , p i c n i c a r e a and t e a shop. The 
l a s t stop (at l e a s t u n t i l 1978) i s the t i n y h a l t a t 
D d u a l l t , a few m i l e s f a r t h e r on and h i g h e r by a hundred 
f e e t or so. The mighty Trawsfynydd N u c l e a r Power S t a t i o n 
b u i l t i n s p e c i a l c a s t e l l a t e d s t y l e so as t o b l e n d i n w i t h 
the s c e n e r y of the N a t i o n a l P a r k , i s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e from 
the h a l t , as i s the town w h i c h F e s t i n i o g e n t h u s i a s t s 
have t h e i r s i g h t s f i r m l y s e t on f o r 19 78 - Blaenau 
F f e s t i n i o g . 

D a i l y s e r v i c e s on the r a i l w a y commence on March 26 
and run through u n t i l October 30. From then u n t i l the 
end of the y e a r i t operates a weekend s e r v i c e o n l y . To
g e t h e r w i t h the V a l e of R h e i d o l , i t j o i n s w i t h the o t h e r 
s i x 'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s o f Wales' i n o f f e r i n g a unique 
method o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n through superb c o u n t r y s i d e . 
T o u r i s t s who r e c a l l the Age of Steam soak up a n o s t a l g i c 
atmosphere, y o u n g s t e r s r e v e l i n the pure n o v e l t y o f the 
l o c o m o t i v e s and r o l l i n g s t o c k , w h i l s t steam e n t h u s i a s t s 
pay homage from a l l over the w o r l d . 

Here are d e t a i l s of the s i x o t h e r 'Great L i t t l e T r a i n s ' 
of Wales. 

SMOmOU MOUNTAIW RAILWA/ - c l i m b s to the top of Snowdon 
at 3,560 f t . from L l a n b e r i s . Open from March 24 to ' 
October 3. 

LLANBERIS LAKE RAILWAY - f o l l o w s a l a k e s i d e r l u t e a l o n g 
L l y n Padarn from G i l f a c h Ddu, n e a r L l a n b e f i s . Open 
from March 28 t o September 28. 

BALA LAKE RAILWAY - the newest o f the 'Great L i t t l e 
T r a i n s ' , a g a i n f o l l o w i n g a l a k e s i d e r o u t e b e s i d e 
L l y n T e g i d , the l a r g e s t n a t u r a l l a k e i n Wales, from 
L l a n u w c h l l y n , n e a r B a l a . Open from March 15 t o 
October 26. 

FAIRBOURNE RAILWAY - the s m a l l e s t o f the 'Great L i t t l e 
T r a i n s ' w i t h a gauge o f o n l y IS i n . Runs a l o n g the 
c o a s t from F a i r b o u r n e . Open from March 2 7 to the 
end o f September. 

TALYLLyU RAILWAY - runs i n l a n d through wooded c o u n t r y 
s i d e from the r e s o r t to Towyn. Open from March 28 
to November 2. 

IZELSHFOOL AND LLANFAIR RAILWAY - f o l l o w s an a t t r a c t i v e 
r o u t e through b o r d e r l a n d c o u n t r y s i d e from L l a n f a i r 
C a e r e i n i o n , n e a r Welshpool. Open from March 28 to 
October 12. 
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FANTRIP 
THE BRITISH FANTRIP - A COLLECTION OF MEMORIES By S t a f f R e p o r t e r , Ron Layton 

A l t h o u g h thousands of m i l e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l bound
a r i e s s e p a r a t e them, the r a i l fans o f the w o r l d have a 
g r e a t many t h i n g s i n common. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , these s i m i l 
a r i t i e s can be both p o s i t i v e and n e g a t i v e . Ask any r a i l 
way when they l a s t e j e c t e d a r a i l f a n from t h e i r p ro
p e r t y f o r p h o t o g r a p h i n g a moving l o c o m o t i v e by s t a n d i n g 
between the r a i l s 10 f e e t i n f r o n t of the c o u p l e r or 
t r y i n g to " a c q u i r e " a s i g n a l lamp. No where are the 
s i m i l a r i t i e s more n o t i c e a b l e than on the f a n t r i p . 

A f l y e r a r r i v e s i n the m a i l a d v e r t i s i n g "The 
N o r t h e r n L i m i t e d " o r "The Southern Rambler", e x o t i c a l l y 
named t r a i n s u s i n g s t r a n g e r o u t e s . A q u i c k mental 
c a l c u l a t i o n -- have I t r a v e l l e d t h a t r o u t e b e f o r e ? ... 
l a s t t r a i n on branch ... double headed ... f a s t run 
promised ... Holy cow they want a f o r t u n e t o r i d e i t ... 
count the pennies and take the plunge. Two weeks l a t e r 
the t i c k e t s a r r i v e . S m a l l p i e c e s of p a s t e b o a r d 1-1/8" 
by 3-1/4" p r o m i s i n g a day's t r a v e l . T i n y p r i n t p r o c l a i m s 
B r i t i s h R a i l w a y s Board (M), Club name, t r a i n name, a l i s t 
o f towns v i s i t e d , f o l l o w e d by "SECOND CLASS" - For 
c o n d i t i o n s see over". Seeing over, the mystery deepens: 
VALID AS DATED - I s s u e d s u b j e c t to the C o n d i t i o n s and 
R e g u l a t i o n s i n the Board's P u b l i c a t i o n s and N o t i c e s -
NOT TRANSFERABLE. No one r e a l l y knows what the c o n d i t 
i o n s a r e , t o put them a l l on the t i c k e t would r e q u i r e 
the use of m i c r o d o t s . 

The day of the t r i p a r r i v e s and you s t a r t out f o r 
your l o c a l s t a t i o n , most l i k e l y you are r i d i n g one o f 
the f i r s t commuter t r a i n s of the day and you l o o k a l i t t l e 
out of p l a c e armed w i t h cameras, note books and badges. 
At the downtown t e r m i n u s , a subway r i d e i s needed to make 
i t to the d e p a r t u r e s t a t i o n . I t ' s here t h a t you are a 
l i t t l e l e s s out o f p l a c e ; t h e r e are o t h e r s i n the subway 

ABOVE: 

Doubleheaded steam on the BR's Southern Region. 
2-6-0 engines from C l a s s "U" and C l a s s "N" take the 
curve at Bromley J u n c t i o n . (Ron Layton) 

car t h a t look as out of p l a c e as y o u r s e l f . You p l a y a 
mental game of spot the r a i l f a n . E v e n t u a l l y , your stop 
i s reached and you f i n d out how c o r r e c t your senses were 
"Not bad 8 out of 10". 

The race f o r the l i n e - u p s t a r t s . You know t h a t you 
are an hour e a r l y , but s t i l l y our pace q u i c k e n s , then -
no n o t i c e s - guess what gate. I t i s always a main l i n e 
t r a c k so your gaze moves i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . No need t o 
worry, t h e r e i s a l r e a d y the nucleus of a long l i n e of 
camera-clad t r i p p e r s w a i t i n g at one of the p l a t f o r m 
gates. You w a i t along w i t h them. The f a m i l i a r faces 
b e g i n to a r r i v e and c o n v e r s a t i o n s are s t a r t e d w i t h t o t a l 
s t r a n g e r s - such i s the camaraderie of the r a i l f a n . 

The man i n the t i c k e t c o l l e c t o r ' s u n i f o r m p o s t s the 
t r a i n name and opens the gate. People b e g i n to stream 
through. Normal B r i t i s h R a i l w a y s t r a d i t i o n s are b r o k e n , 
he has l e a r n e d long ago t h a t to punch a r a i l f a n ' s sou
v e n i r t i c k e t i s s a c r i l e g e . No t r a i n at the p l a t f o r m so 
everyone w a i t s . M e n t a l l y marking o f f c a r l e n g t h s by 
u s i n g t r a i n s on o t h e r t r a c k s , you c a l c u l a t e t h a t the 
o f f i c e r ' s c a r w i l l be t h e r e and the r e s t a u r a n t c a r w i l l 
be t h e r e , so gaps appear i n the crowds l i n i n g the p l a t 
form edge. 
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A f t e r what seems 
t r a i n equipment i n t o 
hands grab "for door h 
best s e a t . A t a n y t h i 
f l u n g open and people 
d i g n i t y o f North Amer 
s a f e t y crews.) I t i s 
c a r t o be r e s e r v e d fo 
t h a t o l d f r i e n d s can 
v e r s e on n o t h i n g but 
r e s e r v e d as an o f f i c e 
and g u e s t s . T h i s rep 
p r i v a t e c a r s which ar 

an e t e r n i t y , a s w i t c h e r b r i n g s the 
the p l a t f o r m . The t r a i n slows and 
andles - the f i r s t one i n gets the 
ng below w a l k i n g pace, doors are 
pour i n . ( T h i s i s f a r from the 

i c a n f a n t r i p s w i t h trainmen and 
common on B r i t i s h f a n t r i p s f o r a 

r members of the o r g a n i r ' n g c l u b ;o 
s i t c l o s e to one another and con-
r a i l w a y s . A c a r i s a l s o o f t e n 
and accommodation f o r c l u b o f f i c e r s 

l a c e s the u s u a l N o r t h American c l u b 
e y e r t u a l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t i n Europe. 

Before the t r a i n s t a r t s , b o o k l e t s are g i v e n out to 
the p a r t i c i p a n t s g i v i n g r o u t e maps, ro u t e h i s t o r y , photo
graphs and s t a t i s t i c s o f the day's power a l o n g w i t h a 
d e t a i l e d schedule w i t h spaces l e f t b l a n k f o r you t o f i l l 
out the a c t u a l time performance. 

The h a r d i e r fans have a l r e a d y l e f t the t r a i n t o 
photograph the power r e v e r s i n g onto the equipment. Th i s 
means most o f the t r a i n i f the power i s steam and a few 
hardy s o u l s i f i t i s n ' t . 

Doors slam and w h i s t l e s sound and almost i n p e r c e p t -
i v e l y at f i r s t the t r a i n s t a r t s to move, suddenly a door 
opens and a p a n t i n g latecomer i s h a l f dragged i n t o the 
moving t r a i n by people a l r e a d y aboard. P a s s i n g through 
the dingy i n n e r s u b u r b s , the t r a i n p i c k s up speed heading 
f o r i t s f i r s t s top - t h i s i s a t one of the outer-suburban 
s t a t i o n s where those who d i d not w i s h to t r a v e l downtown 
can j o i n the t r a i n . W e l l o r g a n i z e d t r i p s o f t e n r e s e r v e 
a car f o r these p e o p l e to g i v e them a f a i r chance t o have 
a window s e a t . On our way once a g a i n and a f t e r an hour 
or so o f non-stop r u n n i n g , we slow and take a branch l i n e . 
S h u t t e r f i n g e r s get nervous, the f i r s t p h o tostop of the 
day i s about to happen. A b e a u t i f u l c o u n t r y s t a t i o n i s 
descended upon 1/ some hundreds o f p e o p l e . F i r s t stop 
f o r some i s the t i c k e t w i c k e t . Those s t a t i o n s sometimes 
have some p r e - n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n t i c k e t s which w i l l be 
bought at any p r i c e . For o t h e r s , a climb onto the f o o t 
b r i d g e or down onto the t r a c k i s made to get j u s t the 
r i g h t c.Tiera angle ( D e s p i t e what happens on f a n t r i p s , i t 
i s s t r i - c l y f o r b i d d e n f o r anyone t o walk on B.R. t r a c k 
w i t h o u t a r e l e a s e , known as a t r a c k p e r m i t - a l s o i f the 
t r a c k i s e l e c t r i f i e d these p e r m i t s are never i s s u e d ) . 
You n o t i c e here t h a t the t r a i n name and c l u b logo are 
mounted on the f r o n t of the l o c o m o t i v e . There i s one 
manoeuver t h a t the Canadian and American r a i l f a n w i l l 
n o t i c e i s m i s s i n g . The r u n p a s t i s unknown i n the U.K. 
m a i n l y because of r e g u l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g the r e v e r s a l of 
l o a d e d passenger t r a i n s on b l o c k and a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
s i g n a l l e d a r e a s . 

A f t e r much w h i s t l e u l o w i n g , p e o p l e are shepherded 
back onto the t r a i n which c o n t i n u e s onto a s p e c i a l l y 
s e l e c t e d j u n t i o n where power i s changed or a second 
l o c o m o t i v e added - more p i c t u r e t a k i n g . At t h i s t i m e , 
t,.e f i r s t c a l l f o r l u n c h i s made and people make t h e i r 
way to '. e r e s t a u r a n t c a r . Meals are p r e p a i d w i t h t i c k e t 
o r d e r s and o n l y one b a s i c meal i s s e r v e d , but t o eat i n 
a r e s t a u r a n t c a r i s w e l l worth i t , e s p e c i a l l y when t r a v 
e l l i n g on a branch l i n e t h a t has never b e f o r e been used 
by a w o r k i n g c a r o f t h i s type. For r e f r e s h m e n t s , the 
s n a c k / b u f f e t c a r i s open a l l day. The o n l y u n f o r t u n a t e 
aspect o f the r e s t a u r a n t c a r i s t h a t a c c o r d i n g to 
"Murphy's Law", your c a l l f o r l u n c h c o i n c i d e s w i t h the 
b e s t photostop o f the day. 

The day's d e s t i n a t i o n i s reached, be i t a l o c o 
motive works or a p r e s e r v e d steam l i n e and the hoards 
d e t r a i n a f t e r which the equipment i s removed f o r s w i t c h 
i n g and s e r v i c i n g . I f you are l u c k y , you meet the day's 
power a f t e r w a l k i n g through the s t r e e t s o f the town to 
reach the l o c o m o t i v e shed. 

The time has come f o r the r e t u r n home and as the 
t r a i n i s brought i n t o the s t a t i o n , t h e r e i s the u n i t t h a t 
was i n charge when you l e f t the c i t y w o r k i n g the t r a i n 
a l l the way back. The r e t u r n i s by a d i f f e r e n t r o u t e , 
maybe t a k i n g us i n t o a d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n where the o l d 
p r o - n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n d i f f e r e n c e s are s t i l l n o t i c e a b l e . The 
more p a r t i s a n members make d e r o g a t o r y comments about "The 
Brown Region" meaning the c o l o u r chosen t o r e p r e s e n t the 
Western Region (which i s m a i n l y ex-Great Western Ra i l w a y 
t r a c k a g e ) . They c o u l d n ' t d i s l i k e i t t h a t much or they 
wouldn't be on the t r a i n . An o p e r a t i n g stop i s made at 
a wayside s t a t i o n and the door opens, s u i t c a s e s are f l u n g 
i n and a g i r l c l i m b s i n a f t e r them. As the t r a i n moves 
o f f , she asks "Does t h i s t r a i n go to London?" When the 
l a u g h t e r s u b s i d e s , i t i s e x p l a i n e d what the t r a i n i s and 
"Yes, the t r a i n does go t o London, but the long way 
around", by t h a t time, the end of the p l a t f o r m i s s l i d i n g 
by the window. 

BELOW: 

"A l o n g c l i m b onto the f o o t b r i d g e and back down t o 
the t r a c k j u s t t o get the r i g h t camera a n g l e ! ! " 

(Ron Layton) 
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The t r a i n p i c k s up speed and the promised f a s t run 
b e g i n s . The stopwatch e x p e r t s b e g i n c o u n t i n g the m i l e -
p o s t s ( p a i n t e d w h i t e or y e l l o w - k i l o m e t r e posts are b l u e ) 
we r e a c h maximum - 106 mph and the r i d e i s as smooth as 
s i l k . For m i l e a f t e r m i l e t h i s goes on u n t i l the brakes 
are a p p l i e d and we have an unscheduled stop at a major 
s t a t i o n . I t i s 30 minutes b e f o r e the word f i l t e r s back 
to the passengers. The t r a i n ahead has brought the 
overhead down and we w i l l have to w a i t u n t i l a d i e s e l 
u n i t i s found t o h a u l us p a s t the "dead" s e c t i o n . A 
second t r a i n has appeared a l o n g s i d e - i t ' s a " f u n t r a i n " 
e x c u r s i o n b r i n g i n g v a c a t i o n e r s back to the c i t y . A rock 
group i s p l a y i n g i n the baggage c a r and everyone on board 
looks w e l l o i l e d . A d i e s e l u n i t appears, and couples 
onto the o t h e r t r a i n and l e a v e s us s t a n d i n g at a r e d l i g h t . 
R a i l f a n s e i t h e r have more p a t i e n c e or are t h i r d c l a s s 
customers. F i n a l l y , a second d i e s e l a r r i v e s and tows 
twel v e passenger cars and an e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e p a s t the 
o b s t r u c t i o n . By t h i s time, the e x c u r s i o n i s 2-1/2 hours 
l a t e and won't be back i n London b e f o r e 1 a.m. Un
sch e d u l e d stops are made at suburban s t a t i o n s to a l l o w 
people to l e a v e the t r a i n as c l o s e as p o s s i b l e t o home, 
but what about everyone e l s e ? IVhen we a r r i v e at the 
t e r m i n a l , we f i n d t h a t the subway c l o s e d f o r the n i g h t 10 
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minutes ago, and t h e r e are e i g h t who are going to your 
t e r m i n a l s t a t i o n ; so a f t e r t a k i n g f l a s h p i c t u r e s o f the 
l o c o m o t i v e , you a l l p i l e i n t o a cab and head across the 
c i t y . Your l o c a l t r a i n l e a v e s from the e a s t s i d e at 
1:30 a.m., (next i s the 4:30 a.m. newspaper t r a i n ) , the 
cab d e l i v e r s you at the west s i d e at 1:28 a.m. R a i l f a n s 
are renowned f o r f a s t a c t i o n s but your next s p r i n t should 
have ea-ned a gc d medal. The doors of the commuter 
t r a i n c l o s e .<ith you ^ a s t ' n s i d e . l i e u s u a l fan t r i p i s 
a good time keeper and i s r a r e l y mc than 50 minutes 
l a t e a t the end of the j o u r n e y . T't's always the except
i o n t h a t s t a y s l o n g e s t i n the memory. 

IVhen you v i s i t B r i t a i n t h i s y e a r , you might l i k e t o 
j o i n the B r i t i s h r a i l f a n on one o f the ii iny e x c u r s i o n s . 
There are u s u a l l y two or t h r e e on any we- .-end somewhere 
i n the c o u n t r y . As there are a l a r g e oo .ber of c l u b and 
b u s i n e s s e s r u n n i n g these t r i p s ( i n c l u d g B r i t i s h R a i l 
w i t h t h e i r "Mystery T o u r s " ) . They can L a l l be l i s t e d 
here. D e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n however can be o b t a i n e d from 
the B r i t i s h r a i l w a y magazines. The most u s e f u l two f o r 
l i s t i n g f a n t r i p s are "Railway Magazine" a r a "Railway 
World". Both o f these magazines are a v a i l a b l e i n N o r t h 
America and Upper Canada Railway S o c i e t y members can 
f i n d r e f e r e n c e c o p i e s at the c l u b o f f i c e s . 

JYo Stem Without Fire 
By Hunter Davies 

In September 1825 the w o r l d ' s f i r s t p u b l i c r a i l w a y 
was opened. I t was c a l l e d the S t o c k t o n and D a r l i n g t o n . 
U n t i l t h a t t i m e , man's l i f e had proceeded at the pace o f 
the f a s t e s t h o r s e . As Thackeray observed: "We who have 
l i v e d b e f o r e R a i l w a y s were made belong to another w o r l d . " 

I t ' s h ard to r e a l i s e now what a remarkable b e g i n n i n g 
i t was. I t s t a r t e d w i t h a l i t t l e c o l l i e r y r a i l w a y i n the 
N o r t h East of E n g l a n d , y e t w i t h i n a decade the system had 
spread throughout B r i t a i n , a c r o s s Europe and a c r o s s the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America. O v e r n i g h t , e v e r y t h i n g changed. 
The face and the pace o f the w o r l d was never the same 
ag a i n . 

George Stephenson was born i n the p i t v i l l a g e o f 
Wylam, ten m i l e s from N e w c a s t l e , i n 1781. He s t a r t e d 
work at e i g h t , keeping the cows o f f the c o l l i e r y ' s h orse-
drawn wagon way. He never went to s c h o o l and by ten he 
was wo r k i n g f u l l time i n the p i t . He rose v e r y s l o w l y to 
become a c o l l i e r y e n g i n e w r i g h t , r e p a i r i n g and b u i l d i n g 
the pumping and w i n d i n g machines. 

He d i d n ' t i n v e n t the l o c o m o t i v e -- a Cornishman 
c a l l e d R i c h a r d T r e v i t h i c k i s c r e d i t e d w i t h t h a t -- but he 
b u i l t a loco m o t i v e t h a t was s u c c e s s f u l and t h a t was an 
economic p r o p o s i t i o n . Stephenson c r e a t e d the system o f 
r a i l w a y s , f i r s t w i t h the S t o c k t o n and D a r l i n g t o n , which 
was f o r goods o n l y , and then i n 1830 w i t h the L i v e r p o o l -
Manchester R a i l w a y , the w o r l d ' s f i r s t passenger l i n e . 

Stephenson d i e d i n 1848 i n C h e s t e r f i e d l , D e r b y s h i r e , 
where he'd bought h i m s e l f a l a r g e s t a t e l y home, p l u s a 
c o l l i e r y and some o t h e r b u s i n e s s i n t e r e s t s . He d i e d r i c h 
and famous, y e t i n many ways not q u i t e accepted. The 
London E s t a b l i s h m e n t , and the p r o f e s s i o n a l e n g i n e e r s i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , always l o o k e d upon him as a rough, uneducated 
u p s t a r t . They'd always t o l d him he c o u l d never do i t , 
t h a t r a i l w a y s were a madness. When he d i d i t , he never 
l e t them f o r g e t t h a t they had been wrong. 

Stephenson would be s u r p r i s e d to see h i s b i r t h p l a c e 
today. The I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n made Wylam a s l a g heap, 
which was how George knew i t , b ut the p i t s and i r o n w o r k s 
have gone and the v i l l a g e has got back some o f i t s 
former r u r a l g l o r y . I t ' s a q u a i n t , w e l l p a i n t e d v i l l a g e , 
w i t h stone c o t t a g e s and d e s i r a b l e detached houses, popu
l a r w i t h e x e c u t i v e s who commute along the Tyne, by r a i l 
o r r o a d , to N e w c a s t l e . 

ABOVE: Stephenson's loeomotlan, which p u l l e d the 
w o r l d ' s f i r s t passenger t r a i n on the S t o c k t o n and 
D a r l i n g t o n l i n e 15 0 years ago. I t i s on d i s p l a y a t 
Bank Top S t a t i o n , and w i l l be moved t o D a r l i n g t o n ' s 
North Road S t a t i o n t h i s year. 

( B r i t i s h T o u r i s t A u t h o r i t y ) 
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George's c o t t a g e i s about h a l f a m i l e e a s t of the 
v i l l a g e . -You get to i t along the r i v e r banks, f o l l o w i n g 
a p a t h out of Wylam v i l l a g e , p a s t a n o t i c e s a y i n g "Univ
e r s i t y of New c a s t l e , P r i v a t e F i s h i n g " . The c o t t a g e i s 
se t back s l i g h t l y from the r i v e r bank, r i g h t b e s i d e the 
overgrown r e l i c s of the o l d North E a s t e r n R a i l w a y l i n e . 
There are s e v e r a l V i c t o r i a n r a i l w a y n o t i c e s s t i l l s t a n d 
i n g i n s i t u , the s o r t which can coat hSO a Ume from the 
t r e n d i e r London a n t i q u e s t a l l s . 

I t ' s q u i t e a ' - "T dsome co . t a g e , b i g g e r ti.an I'd 
ex p e c t e d , and i n goou c o n d i t i o n , though o f course i n 
George's day he and h i s f a m i l y o c c u p i e d o n l y one room. 
A plaque over the door s t a t e s t h a t t h i s i s George Steph
enson's b i r t h p l a c e , but most of the wordage i s taken up 
w i t h the name.' of long f o r g o t t e n c o u n c i l l o r s who put up 
the p l a q u e . T, - c o t t a g e was bought by Eng i n e e r s and 
handed over to l i - N a t i o n a l T r u s t i n 1948. 

There are s t e r a l o r i g i n a l l e t t e r s and documents by 
and r e l a t i n g to George and Robert at Newcastle's C e n t r a l 
L i b r a r y , i n t.aeir l o c a l h i s t o r y room, and out at the 
Northumberland County r e c o r d s o f f i c e i n North G o s f o r t h . 

The C e n t r a l S t a t i o n , scene of many e a r l y r a i l w a y 
banquets, i s as imposing as e v e r , h a v i n g r e c e n t l y been 
c l e a n e d up. Not f a r away i n N e v i l l e S t r e e t i s the s t a t u e 
of George, d r e s s e d f o r some reason l i k e a Greek, e r e c t e d 
by the c i t y f a t h e r s i n 1862. The L i t e r a r y and P h i l o s 
o p h i c a l . i o c i e t y , where George sent h i s son Robert to 
s t u d y , i s s t i l l going s t r o n g . I t s s u b s c r i p t i o n fee 
hasn't gone up by v e r y much s i n c e George e n r o l l e d Robert 
160 years ago. He p a i d t h r e e guineas a y e a r . Today i t ' s 
LS.25, p l u s VAT. They have one o f George's s a f e t y lamps 
i n a g l a s s cage and co p i e s of the r e p o r t s and newspaper 
c u t t i n g s about the famous lamp row. To t h i s day, people 
on Tyneside say t h a t i t was George Stephenson, not S i r 
Haraphry Davy, who i n v e n t e d the miner's s a f e t y lamp. 

The mecca f o r a l l r a i l w a y fans of every age i s the 
Sc i e n c e Museum i n South K i n s i n g t o n , London. I t ' s a 
c h i l d ' s d e l i g h t but must be an a t t e n d a n t ' s nightmare. 
E v e r y t h i n g i s so i n v i t i n g l y d i s p l a y e d , g r e a t e n g i n e s , 
trams and machines, s t r e t c h i n g up to the c e i l i n g , and a l l 
of i t v/elcoming you to climb or clamber over, to p r e s s 
b u t t o n s and s t a r t machines and models. 

Robert Stephenson's Rocket, t h e i r most famous s i n g l e 
r a i l w a y e x h i b i t , i s n ' t as b i g an a t t r a c t i o n as one might 
e x p e c t . Most c a s u a l v i s i t o r s pass i t by. I t lo o k s 
r a t h e r s m a l l , b l a c k and u g l y , surrounded by much b i g g e r , 
more glamorous machines. 

The Rocket ran s u c c e s s f u l l y on the L i v e r p o o l - M a n 
c h e s t e r l i n e u n t i l 1836, when i t was bought f o r E300 by 
James Thompson of K i r k h o u s e , near Brampton i n Cumberland, 
who was agent f o r the E a r l of C a r l i s l e ' s c o l l i e r i e s . He 
ran i t on h i s f o u r - m i l e c o l l i e r y r a i l w a y t i l l around 1840 

d u r i n g which time i t i s -upposed on one o c c a s i o n to have 
covered the f o u r m i l e s i n f o u r m i n u t e s , c a r r y i n g the 
A l s t o n e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s . But no e n g i n e e r today b e l i e v e s 
t h i s was p o s s i b l e . I t was e x h i b i t e d a t the 1851 Great 
E x h i b i t i o n and i n 1862 f i n a l l y ended up i n South Kensing
ton . 

A p a r t from the o r i g i n a l , the S c i e n c e Museum has on 
e x h i b i t i o n nearby a f u l l - s i z e d r e p l i c a o f Rocket which 
was made f o r them by Robert Stephenson and Company i n 
1935. There are o t h e r Rocket r e p l i c a s i n the Museum of 
P e a c e f u l A r t s i n Chicago and the Museum of S c i e n c e and 
I n d u s t r y i n New York. 

The S c i e n c e Museum i s the s i s t e r museum to the new 
r a i l w a y museum due to be opened i n the summer o f 1975 at 
York. T h i s has taken over B r i t i s h R a i l ' s t r a n s p o r t mus
eum which used t o be at Clapham, and a s m a l l e r museum 
which was a l r e a d y i n York. The new York museum i s i n t e n d 
ed to be v e r y much an e n t e r t a i n m e n t museum, l e a v i n g the 
Sci e n c e Museum t o be more t e c h n i c a l . 

L a s t , and i n t h i s a n n i v e r s a r y y e a r , most i m p o r t a n t 
of a l l , the p i l g r i m must v i s i t D a r l i n g t o n . They hope 
t h a t by the end of 1975 t h e i r c e l e b r a t i o n s w i l l p u t them 
once a g a i n on the r a i l w a y map of the w o r l d . 

T h e i r most t r e a s u r e d p o s s e s s i o n , which now stands on 
D a r l i n g t o n s t a t i o n , i s Locomotion No. J , the f i r s t l o c o 
motive used on the world's f i r s t p u b l i c r a i l w a y . I t ' s 
much b i g g e r than I imagined, gleaming b l a c k and r a t h e r 
f i e r c e l o o k i n g . There are h o r s e - l i k e s t i r r u p s at the 
s i d e where the d r i v e r c l i m b e d up and then perched on t o p , 
on a l i t t l e p l a t f o r m r u n n i n g b e s i d e the b o i l e r , r i g h t 
amongst the works. I t must have been very p e r i l o u s , 
c o m p l e t e l y exposed to the elements, e a s i l y brushed o f f 
by any o b s t a c l e or a h i g h w i n d , and more than e a s i l y 
caught up i n the cogs and cranks o r burned by the b o i l e r . 
The f i r e m a n was r e l a t i v e l y s a f e r , hanging on at the back 
and much lov;er down. In f r o n t of the d r i v e r , as he 
crouched on top of the en g i n e , was a rope a t t a c h e d to a 
br a s s b e l l at the f r o n t , so he c o u l d warn the p u b l i c of 
h i s approach. 

D u r i n g the 1925 c e l e b r a t i o n s . Locomotion No. 1 was 
taken o f f i t s p l i n t h and was the c e n t r e of the f e s t i v i t 
i e s , p u l l i n g a steam t r a i n f u l l of d i s t i n g u i s h e d g u e s t s . 
(The opening ceremony was done by the Duchess of York, 
now the Queen Mother.) But t h e r e was a c e r t a i n amount 
of c h e a t i n g . Smoke came out of Locomotion's chimney, as 
i t s h o u l d , but i t was caused by an o i l y waste b u r n i n g 
i n the chimney. The motive power came from a p e t r o l 
engine h i d d e n i n the tender. For 1975 they have d e c i d e d 
to b u i l d a f u l l s c a l e w o r k i n g model of Locomotion i n s t e a d . 
They c o u l d n ' t take a chance on moving the o r i g i n a l 
Locomotion. I f the b o i l e r were l i t , i t would no doubt 
explode. So i t w i l l s t a y i n D a r l i n g t o n S t a t i o n . 

BRITAIN 

RIGHT: 
M i c h a e l Satow stands on the b o i l e r 
o f the new Locomotion which w i l l be 
one o f the b i g a t t r a c t i o n s i n t h i s 
y e a r ' s 150th b i r t h d a y c e l e b r a t i o n s 
of the S t o c k t o n and D a r l i n g t o n , the 
world's f i r s t steam passenger r a i l 
way. ( B r i t i s h T o u r i s t A u t h o r i t y ) 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
a n d w h e r e 

On Sunday, August 3 1 s t , 1975, t h e r e w i l l be a Grand Steam 
Cavalcade of steam powered l o c o m o t i v e s . 150 e x h i b i t i o n s 
S h i l d o n to H e i g h i n g t o n . The Cavalcade s t a r t s a t 2:00 
p.m. There are l i m i t e d grandstand s e a t s and a l s o c l o s e r 
s e a t s at t r a c k s i d e . Grandstand t i c k e t s - $5.80; T r a c k s i d e 
- $1.25. Advance t i c k e t s a l e s can be purchased from: 

V i s i t N o r t h u m b r i a , 
7 North Road, 
Durham C i t y , 
Durham, England 

Make cheques or money or d e r s p a y a b l e t o : Steam 150. 

LAST AND LONGEST CAVALCADE PROPOSED LIST OF LOCOMOTIVES 
Wheel No. and 
Arrangement Railway Name Date B u i l t 

0-4-0 S t o c k t o n - D a r l i n g  1 l o c o m o t i o n 1975 (rep
ton l i c a ) 

0-4-0-WT Sf,PR - Shannon 1857 
4-2-2 Great Northern 1 1870 
0-4-0-VVT - 1871 
0-6-0 Stock t o n - D a r l i n g  1275 1874 

ton 
0-6-0-T London-Brighton- 62 M a r t e l l o 1875 

South Coast 
0-6-0-T IMS 1708 1818 
0-4-0-T North E a s t e r n 1310 1891 
2-4-0 London 8 N o r t h 790 Hardwick 1892 

Western 
040ST - Lo r d Mayor 1893 
040WT DSB (German) 385 1895 
442 Great N o r t h e r n 9 90 Henry Oakly 1898 
440 M i d l a n d 1000 1902 
B-B ( E l e c t - M e t r o p o l i t a n 12 Sara Siddons 1907 
0 4 4 T r i c ) C a l i d o n i o n 419 1907 
080 N o r t h e a s t e r n 2238 1918 
462 LNER 4472 F l y i n g 1923 

Scot 
060 N o r t h e a s t e r n 2392 1923 
460 Great Western 4079 Pendennis 1924 

C a s t e l 
440 LNER 246 M o r a y s h i r e 1928 
060PT Great Western 7752 1930 
462 IMS 6201 P r i n c e s s 1933 

E l i z 
040VBT LNER 54 1933 
440 Southern 928 Stowe 1934 
460 South 841 Greene K i n g 1935 
262 LNER 4771 Green 1936 

Arrow 
462 LNER 4498 S i r N i g i l 1937 

G r e s l e y 
460 IMS 5690 Leandes 1937 
460 Great West 7808 Cookham 1938 

Manor 
260 LNER 3442 The Great 1938 

Marquess 
280 IMS 8233 - 1940 
060 Southern 33001 1942 
2100 B r i t i s h War Dept. AD600 Gordon 1943 
460 Great Western 6960 Ravening- 1944 

ham H a l l 
462 South 34051 Winston 1946 

C h u r c h i l l 
400 IMS 4767 Stephenson 1947 
460 LNER 1306 Mayflower 1948 
462 Southern 35028 C l a n L i n e 1948 
462 LNER 532 Lou P e t e r 1948 
262T BR 41241 1949 
462 BR 70000 B r i t i n n i a 1951 
260 BR 43106 1951 
2100 BR 92220 Eve n i n g 1960 

ABOVE: A s t a t i o n p i l o t l o c o m o t i v e b r i n g s a t r a i n i n t o 
t he s t a t i o n a t Euston. I t i s a 2-6-4 t a n k , number 
42630. (Ron Layton) 

BELOW: Number 45 387, a Black five 4-6-0 f r e i g h t - p a s 
senger l o c o m o t i v e , was i n t r o d u c e d i n 19 34, the most 
numerous o f a l l B r i t i s h steam l o c o m o t i v e t y p e s . 

(Ron Layton) 
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L i s t i n g o f r a i l l i n e s where steam can run: 

TABLE I : BR ROUTES APPROVED FOR STEAM, 1975 
Route M i l e s 

N e w c a s t l e - S t o c k t o n - M i d d l e s b r o u g h 4E 
York-Scarborough 42 
F i l e y - H u l l 44 
Dundee-Thornton-Dunfermline - Thornton- Dundee 91 
Dundee-Aberdeen 71 
D u n d e e - S t i r l i n g - F a l k i r k (Grahamsto™) 64 
E d i n b u r g h - F a l k i r k (Grahamstown) 15 
E d i n b u r g h - I n v e r k e i t h i n g 13 
I n v e r n e s s - K y l e of L o c h a l s h 78 
C a r n f o r t h - B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s 28 
B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s - S e l l a f i e l d 35 
C a r n f o r t h - L e e d s 64 
B r a d f o r d - S h i p l e y 3 
Guide B r i d g e - D o r e - S h e f f i e l d 40 
Shrewsbury-Chester 42 
Shrewsbury-Newport 94 
O x f o r d - K o r c e s t e r - H e r e f o r d 85 
Birmingham (Moore S t r e e t ) - D i d c o t 77 
T y s e l e y - S t r a t ford-on-Avon 22 
H a t t o n - S t r a t f o r d - o n - A v o n 9 
Tyseley-Kashv/ood Heath 2 
B a s i n g s t o k e - S a l i s b u r y 36 
E a s t l e i g h - R o m s e y - S a l i s b u r y - W e s t b u r y 43 

Locomotives a l l o w e d to run main l i n e s by B r i t i s h R a i l : 

TABLE I I : PRESERVED STEAM LOCOMOTIVES WHICH MAY BE CON
SIDERED FOR STEAM TOURS OVER BR IN 1975 

No. Name Type Home depot or Type 
r a i l w a y 

4079 Pendennis C a s t l e 4-6-0 C a r n f o r t h 
6000 King George V 4-6-0 Bulmers, H e r e f o r d 
6998 Burton Agnes H a l l 4-6-0 GWS, Did c o t 
702 9 Clun C a s t l e 4-6-0 Ty s e l e y 
7808 Cookham Manor 4-6-0 GWS, Did c o t 
5 32 Blue P e t e r 4-6-2 Walton, W a k e f i e l d 

1306 Mayflower 4-6-0 C a r n f o r t h 
3442 The Great Marquess 2-6-0 Severn V a l l e y The Great Marquess 

Railway 
4472 P l y i n g Scotsman 4-6-2 C a r n f o r t h 
4498 S i r N i g e l G r e s l e y 4-6-2 P h i l a d e l p h i a 
4 771 Green Arrow 2-6-2 C a r n f o r t h 
60009 Union of South A f r i c a 4-6-2 Lochty Railway 

4767 Stephenson 4 -6-0 North Y o r k s h i r e 
Moors Railway 

4871 4 6-0 C a r n f o r t h 
4932 4 -6-0 C a r n f o r t h 
5110 RAF, B i g g i n H i l l 4 •6-0 Severn V a l l e y 

Railway 
542 8 E r i c Treacy 4 6-0 Nor t h Y o r k s h i r e 

Moors Rai l w a y 
5596 Bahamas 4 6-0 D i n t i n g 
5690 Leander 4 -6-0 D i n t i n g 
35028 Cla n L i n e 4 6-2 A s h f o r d 
92203 B l a c k P r i n c e 2 -10-0 Cranmore 
92220 Evening S t a r 2 -10-0 K e i g h l e y § Worth 

V a l l e y R a i l w a y 

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Date D e s c r i p t i o n S i t e 

From D a r l i n g t o n N o r t h Road S t a t i o n D a r l i n g t o n 
J u l y 1 Museum 
1975 D a r l i n g t o n Water Works (Beam D a r l i n g t o n 
onwards and gas engines) 

Timothy Hackworth's Cottage S h i l d o n 
and Soho Engine Works - cur
r e n t l y b e i n g r e n o v a t e d 
f c o t t a g e becoming Hackworth's 
museum). 

R a i l T r a i l - on-foot t r a i l , S t o c k t o n , 
c o v e r i n g v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s of M i d d l e t o n , 
the o r i g i n a l r o u t e , i n c l u d i n g D a r l i n g t o n , 
P r e s t o n P a r k , S t o c k t o n , H e i g h i n g t o n , 
F i g h t i n g Cocks, The B r u s s e l - S h i l d o n 
t o n , and E t h e r l e y i n c l i n e s , 
o r i g i n a l b r i d g e s and haulage 
engine b u i l d i n g s . 

Railway Images E x h i b i t i o n , B i l l i n g h a m A r t 
P a i n t i n g s , e t c . G a l l e r y near 

S t o c k t o n 
M e t h o d i s t P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t y - S h i l d o n 

s p e c i a l i s s u e s to mark 125th 
A n n i v e r s a r y o f the death of 
Timothy Hackworth. 

BELOW: 
The world's most famous r a i l w a y b r i d g e i s t h i s one, 
the F o r t h B r i d g e i n S c o t l a n d . (Ron Layton) 



RIGHT: 
Name P l a t e of engine #7803 BaJiaote UanoA was t a k e n at 
Shrewsbury. The name p l a t e i s t y p i c a l o f a l l Great 
Western's 4-6-0 named l o c o m o t i v e s . (Ron Layton) 

BOTTOM RIGHT: 
CC e l e c t r i c number 27006, Vandona, pauses at P e n i s t o n e 
w i t h an eastbound M a n c h e s t e r - S h e f f i e l d passenger t r a i n . 
Number 27006 was s o l d by B r i t i s h R a i l and i s now MR 
number 1504, (Ron Layton) 

Date D e s c r i p t i o n S i t e 

Aug. 16 D a r l i n g t o n Show - to be aug- D a r l i n g t o n 
mented w i t h s p e c i a l events 
to make i t p a r t o f F e s t i v a l 
Week 

Aug.16-23 B r i t i s h R a i l E x h i b i t i o n T r a i n D a r l i n g t o n 
P h o t o g r a p h i c E x h i b i t i o n , 
f e a t u r i n g o l d D a r l i n g t o n . 
Schools E x h i b i t i o n (models, 
p a i n t i n g s , e s s a y s , e t c . ] 
P h i l a t e l i c and Numismatic 
E x h i b i t i o n . Railway Books 
§ P i c t u r e s E x h i b i t i o n . 
Goldsmiths E x h i b i t i o n . 
P o s t e r e x h i b i t i o n . 

Aug. 17 Veteran Car and Motor C y c l e D a r l i n g t o n 
R a l l y w i t h j u d g i n g and 
p r i z e g i v i n g from the High 
Row and Town Ce n t r e . 

Aug.18-30 Rai l w a y E x h i b i t i o n . D a r l i n g t o n 
Aug.19-21 D a r l i n g t o n Flower Show - I n c o r - D a r l i n g t o n 

p o r a t i n g d i s p l a y and r i d e s i n 
i n horsedrawn v e h i c l e s . 
L a d i e s ' Day w i t h 150 y e a r s 
of f a s h i o n . Tennis match i n 
costume. Bowls tournament f i n a l s . 
H o t - a i r b a l l o o n ascent M i l i t a r y 
Bands 8 O r c h e s t r a l Concerts 
( t o be d e c i d e d ) . V i s i t of the 
Hounds. Working steam model 
r a i l w a y ( r i d e s ) . Army Noddy 
T r a i n r i d e s f o r c h i l d r e n . 

Aug. 23 Grand C a r n i v a l Parade to South D a r l i n g t o n 
P a r k , w i t h s i d e shows, ox 
r o a s t i n g . 

Aug.24-30 The R a i l 150 E x h i b i t i o n - - o p e n s S h i l d o n 
11.00 and c l o s e s 19.00 hours 
each day. 

Aug.24-30 B r i t i s h R a i l E x h i b i t i o n T r a i n S h i l d o n 
Aug. 24 U n i t e d Churches Combined Ser

v i c e s - Bishop of W a k e f i e l d , 
Rev. E r i c Treacy 

Aug.24-31 "Four of C l u b s " T a l e n t C o n t e s t . S h i l d o n 
R a i l w a y towns s o c c e r knock
out c o m p e t i t i o n . R a i l w a y 
towns c r i c k e t knock-out com
p e t i t i o n . F i l m s w i t h r a i l w a y 
theme, i n c l u d i n g "the Ghost 
T r a i n " . P e r s o n a l appearance of 
B r i t a i n ' s R a i l w a y Queen. 

Aug. 25 1 1 . 3 0 - O f f i c i a l Opening of the S h i l d o n 
R a i l 150 E x h i b i t i o n by the 
Rt. Hon. W i l l i a m Whitelaw, 
CH, MC, MP 

Aug. 25 Pageant and J a z z Band C o n t e s t , S h i l d o n 
to c o i n c i d e w i t h the opening 
of the R a i l ISO E x h i b i t i o n . 
C o ncerts by t h r e e m i l i t a r y 
bands. C a r n i v a l Dance. 

Aug. 25-30 E . x h i b i t i o n of 1 5 i n gauge steam S h i l d o n 
r a i l w a y - i n c l u d i n g l o c o m o t i v e s 
from Ravenglass § E s k d a l e 
R a i l w a y and Romney, Hythe 
8 Dymchurch R a i l w a y . D i s p l a y 
o f v i n t a g e and modern b r a s s 
band i n s t r u m e n t s p r o v i d e d 
by Boosey and Hawkes L t d . 
D i s p l a y s of r a i l t r a n s p o r t 
and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s by 
m i l i t a r y . 

Aug.25-30 D i s p l a y of South West Durham S h i l d o n 
Schools p r o j e c t m a t e r i a l . 
D i s p l a y of models made by 
a p p r e n t i c e s i n B r i t i s h R a i l 
E n g i n e e r i n g workshops 
throughout the c o u n t r y . D i s 
p l a y of s i l v e r models of 
Locomotion lo a n e d by The 
Queen Mother. D i s p l a y by 
General P o s t O f f i c e . 

Aug.25-30 S p e c i a l e x h i b i t s by NUR and 
T r a n s p o r t 2000 Committee. 
F a i r g r o u n d P r o d u c t i o n by 
S h i l d o n O p e r a t i c S o c i e t y . 

Aug. 29 I n t e r n a t i o n a l Boxing Tourna
ment . 

Aug. 30 Gala S p o r t s Day. F o r e i g n B i r d 
S o c i e t y E x h i b i t i o n . Concert 
Band of 150 Reg. Royal 
Corps of T r a n s p o r t . 

Aug. 31 Grand Steam Cavalcade from 
S h i l d o n towards D a r l i n g t o n . 
Concert Combined B r i t i s h 
R a i l Board's C h o i r . 

Sept.1-27 E x h i b i t i o n S t . John's T i c k e t 
O f f i c e Museum. 

Sept. 19 Chairman of L e i s u r e § Amenit
i e s - "At Home", P r e s t o n 
Park. Announcements by B e l l 
man. Preview of S t o c k t o n 
E x h i b i t i o n . 

Sept. 20 A s s o c i a t i o n of Railway P r e s e r 
v a t i o n S o c i e t i e s M eeting. 

Sept.20-27 I n t e r i o r , P r e s t o n P a r k - R a i l w a y 
E x h i b i t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the 
s i l v e r r e p l i c a s p r e s e n t e d 
t o HRH Duke and Duchess o f 
York i n 1925. The "Town S i l v e r ' 
(the p l a t e e t c . ) b e l o n g i n g t o 
the P a r i s h Church of S t o c k t o n 
and o t h e r s . The "Honours" o f 
the Borough of S t o c k t o n and 

S h i l d o n 

S h i l d o n 

S h i l d o n 

S h i l d o n 

S t o c k t o n 

S t o c k t o n 

E a g l e s c l i f f e 
near S t o c k t o n 
S t o c k t o n 
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Date D e s c r i p t i o n S i t e 

Thornaby and those of 
B i l l i n g h a m and Yarm. T r i b u t e 
to John Walker. T r i b u t e to 
Thomas Sheraton. P e r i o d rooms, 
d i s p e n s a r y and o p e r a t i n g 
t h e a t r e . R a i l w a y R e l i c s , l i n e a r 
motor e x p e r i m e n t a l gear. P o s t e r 
e x h i b i t i o n . Grounds, P r e s t o n 
H a l l - M o d e l Railways-Working 
models e t c . S t a t i c d i s p l a y of 
t r a c t i o n engines under steam. 
C r a f t s d e m o n s t r a t i o n Trans
p o r t Museum. 

21-27 B r i t i s h R a i l E x h i b i t i o n T r a i n Sept 
Sept 26 

Sept. 26 

Sept. 
Sept. 

27 
27 

Sept. 27 

S t o c k t o n 
S a l v a t i o n Array Band Concert. S h i l d o n 

B r i t i s h R a i l B o xing Tourna
ment . 

"The next 150 Y e a r s " P u b l i c S t o c k t o n 
l e c t u r e by P r o f . E.R. L a i t h -
w a i t e . 

Opening of N a t i o n a l R a i l Museum York 
In the Grounds of P r e s t o n Park- S t o c k t o n 

Ceremony C u t t i n g the F i r s t 
Sod, i n p e r i o d costume. P e a l 
of Church b e l l s . S t o c k t o n Parade 
l e d by p o l i c e horses and band. 
R e c e p t i o n by Mayor i n v i c i n i t y 
Town H a l l . S t a l l s and High S t r e e t 
en f e t e . D i s p l a y by S h i l d o n 
Rockets. 

Comraenorative Banquet 

Sept. 
Sept. 

27 
28 

Grand P u b l i c Barbecue 
A i r D i s p l a y , T e e s s i d e A i r p o r t 

Thornaby 
P a v i l i o n 
S h i l d o n 
M i d d l e t o n S t . 
George 

ABOVE: B r i t i s h R a i l l o c a l c o u n t r y s e r v i c e c r o s s e s a 
wye at Shrewsbury. (Ron Layton) 

BACK COVER: Taken through the g l a s s of a passenger 
c a r r i a g e window, Ron Layton caught the s i g n a l tower 
at the south end of Wrexham General i n Wales. 

BELOW: A London T r a n s p o r t C i l a l e Line Underground 
T r a i n heads west at B a r b i c a n S t a t i o n . T h i s i s one of 
the fev7 i n t e r c h a n g e s between B r i t i s h R a i l and London 
T r a n s p o r t systems. (Ron Layton) 

ABOVE: Think o f B r i t i s h R a i l r o a d i n g and the s i g n a l 
box w i l l come t o mind, T h i s s i g n a l box ( c o n t r o l tower) 
i s a t Cricklev;ood J u n c t i o n , Note: S i x - t r a c k m a i n l i n e , 
d o u b l e - t r a c k vjye and l e a d t r a c k s t o a l o c o m o t i v e depot 
and f r e i g h t y a r d are handled. (Ron Layton) 

The B r i t i s h T o u r i s t A u t h o r i t y P r o v i d e s g e n e r a l t o u r i s t 
i n f o r m a t i o n and l i t e r a t u r e on England, S c o t l a n d , Wales 
and N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , More d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n , r e 
s e r v a t i o n s and t i c k e t s f o r a i r , s h i p p i n g , r a i l , bus 
t r a v e l and t o u r s can be o b t a i n e d from your l o c a l t r a v e l 
agent or from the addresses l i s t e d below: 

B r i t R a i l T r a v e l I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
55 E g l i n t o n Ave. E a s t , 
Toronto, O n t a r i o . 
M4P 1G8 

270 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

333 North M i c h i g a n Ave., 
Chicago I l l i n o i s 60601 

409 G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t , 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V6C 1T2 

510 West S i x t h S t . , 
Los Angeles Ca. 90014 

76 A r l i n g t o n S t . , 
Boston, Mass. 02116 

S c h e d u l e s , t i c k e t s and r e s e r v a t i o n s f o r r a i l t r a v e l i n 
England, S c o t l a n d and Wales; f e r r y s e r v i c e s to I r e l a n d , 
Channel I s l e s , Western I s l e s of S c o t l a n d and the Con
t i n e n t . — 

BRITRAIL PASS -- u n l i m i t e d r a i l t r a v e l f o r : 
8 c o n s e c u t i v e days 

15 

21 

1 month 

$44.00 economy 
$66.00 f i r s t c l a s s 
$61.00 economy 
$83.00 f i r s t c l a s s 
$77.00 economy 
$99.00 f i r s t c l a s s 

$105.00 economy 
$127.00 f i r s t c l a s s 

YOUTH PASS -- (ages 14 through 22 years of age): 

c o n s e c u t i v e days 
15 
1 month 

$35.00 economy 
$50.00 economy 
$94.00 economy 

LONDON TRANSPORT 
I n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e through B r i t R a i l t r a v e l o f f i c e s 
l i s t e d above. S p e c i a l GO AS YOU PLEASE t i c k e t s are 
a v a i l a b l e as f o l l o w s : 
SEVEN c o n s e c u t i v e days u n l i m i t e d t r a v e l on red bus 
r o u t e s and the Underground - $10.00 per a d u l t ; 
FOUR c o n s e c u t i v e days u n l i m i t e d t r a v e l on r e d bus 
r o u t e s and the Underground - $7.50 per a d u l t . 
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Ex Birmingham PCC 
number 4726 p r o 
ceeds ea s t through 
Humber Loop on 11 
June 1963.* The 
car i s d e s t i n e d 
f o r R o n c e s v a l l e s 
Carhouse a f t e r the 
evening r u s h hour. 

(Ted Wickson) 

T R A C T I O N T O P I C S w i l l r e t u r n i n t h e n e x t i s s u e 

An i n t e r e s t i n g e f f e c t 
i s c r e a t e d when pho
t o g r a p h i n g a c r o s s 
over at t r a c k l e v e l . 
T h i s view l o o k s south 
from the c r o s s o v e r 
at Sheppard S t a t i o n 
on the North Yonge 
Subv7ay E x t e n s i o n , 
The shot was taken 
by Ted Wickson p r i o r 
to the commencement 
of s e r v i c e on the 
l i n e . 
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