
THE WORLD'S FIRST 
D O M E C A R 

This month, we reproduce photographs and 
a diagram from the c o l l e c t i o n of Omer L a v a l l e e 
d e p i c t i n g one of Canadian P a c i f i c ' s wooden 
'dome' cars b u i l t between 1902 and 1906. The 

c a r s , claimed to have been the f i r s t 'dome' 
cars i n the w o r l d , operated between Laggan 
(Lake L o u i s e ) , A l t a . , and Vancouver, B.C. on 
t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t r a i n s . 
The f i r s t c a r . No. 517, made i t s appear
ance i n 1902. I t was s i m i l a r to the car i n 
the i l l u s t r a t i o n except t h a t i t d i d not have 
a g l a s s r o o f i n the centre s e c t i o n , nor d i d i t 
have a c l e r e s t o r y i n the same area. Moreover, 
the l e t t e r board extended the f u l l l e n g t h of 
the c a r . So s u c c e s s f u l was No. 517 t h a t i n 
1906, CP i n t r o d u c e d three f u r t h e r c a r s , Nos. 
84-86 i n c l u s i v e , which i n c o r p o r a t e d these ad
d i t i o n a l f e a t u r e s . The 8 4 - s e r i e s cars had a 
coupled l e n g t h of 64'-4", and the e x t e r i o r s 
were f i n i s h e d i n n a t u r a l l y - v a r n i s h e d mahogany, 
w i t h g o l d l e a f l e t t e r i n g . There were s w i v e l 
c h a i r s i n the two cupolas, w h i l e the normal-
l e v e l c e ntre s e c t i o n had s w i v e l c h a i r s and 
l o n g i t u d i n a l r e v e r s i b l e seats which f a c e d out
ward toward the s i d e s of the c a r . 
These i n t e r e s t i n g cars s u r v i v e d u n t i l 1913 
when they were converted to boarding cars 
f o l l o w i n g the appearance of the more convent
i o n a l r o o f l e s s mountain o b s e r v a t i o n c a r s . 
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