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The e e r i e whine of dynamic brakes and the thun
der of r o l l i n g wheels s i g n a l s the p a s s i n g of 
Canadian P a c i f i c tonnage as i t s l i p s down the 
B i g H i l l i n t o F i e l d , B.C., under the w a t c h f u l 
gaze of Mount Stephen. SD-40's h o l d f o r t h now 
i n the l a n d where once massive 2-10-4's t a c k l e d 
the H i l l i n twos and th r e e s . 
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Regular meetings of the S o c i e t y are h e l d on 
the t h i r d F r i d a y of each month (except J u l y 
and August) at 589 Mt. Pl e a s a n t Road, Toronto, 
O n t a r i o . 8.00 p.m. 

Jan 19th; The UCRS Annual Meeting: Reports of 
( F r i ) the o f f i c e r s f o r 1967 and e l e c t i o n 

of d i r e c t o r s f o r 1968. 
Jan 26th; UCRS Hamilton Chapter r e g u l a r meet-
( F r i ) i n g . Board Room, CNR James S t r e e t 

S t a t i o n , Hamilton, Ont. 8.00 p.m. 
Jan 28th; The w i n t e r STEAM e x c u r s i o n , t h i s 
(Sun) time a c i r c l e t o u r from Toronto to 

Washago, going v i a Beaverton and 
r e t u r n i n g v i a B a r r i e , f e a t u r i n g CN 
4-8-4 No. 6218. T r i p leaves Toronto 
at 8.00 a.m. EST, r e t u r n i n g about 
6.50 p.m. No suburban s t o p s . 
F a r e s : A d u l t $9.50; C h i l d (5-12); 
$5.00; I n f a n t $1.00. For f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n and t i c k e t s , w r i t e UCRS 
T r i p Committee, Box 122, Terminal A, 
Toronto. 

Hold on, now! C r o s s i n g p r o t e c t i o n i s f i n e , 
but t h i s i s going too f a r ! Tom Henry s p o t t e d 
t h i s u l t r a - e f f i c i e n t c r o s s i n g f l a s h e r on temp
o r a r y t r a c k at a Brampton grade s e p a r a t i o n 
p r o j e c t . 



R A I L W A Y 

LAST CPR LAKE STEAMER RETIRED 
A f t e r 60 years of o p e r a t i o n i n the Georgian 
Bay-Lakehead s e r v i c e , Canadian P a c i f i c ' s l a s t 
Great Lakes steamer, ' A s s l n i b o i a ' , made her 
f i n a l t r i p from F o r t W i l l i a m to P o r t M c N i c o i i 
i a t e i n November. However, no passengers 
w i t n e s s e d the event f o r , s i n c e 1965 when her 
s i s t e r s h i p 'Keewatln' was r e t i r e d , ' A s s l n i 
b o i a ' has been c o n f i n e d to cargo s e r v i c e . 
Her u l t i m a t e f a t e i s yet to be announced by 
Canadian P a c i f i c . The 'Keewatln', meanwhile, 
s u r v i v e s as a h i s t o r i c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n i n the 
Kalamazoo R i v e r i n Michigan. 

DON STATION CLOSES — AND THAT'S NOT ALL 
Canadian P a c i f i c ' s 6 8-year-oid Don S t a t i o n 
c l o s e d i t s doors f o r the l a s t time on December 
5th . I r o n i c a l l y , much of i t s reason f o r 
e x i s t a n c e d u r i n g recent years came from CN, 
which i s s u e d t r a i n orders f o r i t s B a l a Sub. 
t r a i n s t h e r e . Now however, CTC has reduced 
the volume of ord e r s , and those remaining 
can be d e l i v e r e d elsewhere. In i t s e a r l i e r 
y e a r s , Don saw a r e s p e c t a b l e passenger t r a d e ; 
however, w i t h d e c l i n i n g passenger patronage 
and the swing to s u b u r b i a , r a i l patrons grad

u a l l y d e s e r t e d the l i t t l e s t a t i o n , perched on 
the bank of the Don R i v e r at Queen S t r e e t . 
Yet CP's c u r r e n t passenger schedules s t i l l 
l i s t r e g u l a r and f l a g stops at Don f o r s e v e r a l 
of the Toronto-Peterboro D a y i i n e r s . 
The f e a s i b i l i t y of s a v i n g Don s t a t i o n as a 
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g i s p r e s e n t l y b e i n g s t u d i e d 
by the Toronto p r o p e r t y commissioner. Not so 
f o r t u n a t e , however, was Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s 
Sunnyside s t a t i o n , which missed out becoming 
a r a i l museum — as was suggested by a Toronto 
columnist — and was demolished i n December. 
Another CP s t a t i o n on Queen S t r e e t was c l o s e d 
i n December: For some time, Parkdaie s t a t i o n 
had been w i t h o u t t r a i n s e r v i c e , and the order 
board was removed years ago. 
The advent of CTC on CP's Toronto area t r a c k 
age g r e a t l y reduced the d u t i e s of operators at 
such s t a t i o n s as Lea s i d e and A g i n c o u r t , par
t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g the a f t e r n o o n and midnight 
s h i f t s . And thus t h i s f a i l the a f t e r n o o n and 
n i g h t o perators were removed from these s t a 
t i o n s , and the b u i l d i n g s are now open f o r bus
i n e s s d u r i n g normal business hours o n l y . 

LOWER LEFT: Familiar 
to many Torontonians 
was CP's Don station, 
with i t s unique tower 
at the north end. Now 
closed, fate of the 
old building hangs i n 
the balance. 

/j.A. Brown 

LOWER RIGHT: With the 
tools of his trade 
surrounding him, Don 
operator John Mellow 
reflects on the pas
sing of his station 
and the era that i s 
disappearing with i t . 

/Jack Dyer 
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WORTH NOTING.. 
* Jean H. R i c h e r , v i c e p r e s i d e n t of passenger s a l e s f o r Canadian N a t i o n a l f o r the past two 

years, has been named v i c e p r e s i d e n t of CN's S t . Lawrence Region, succeeding J.A. McDonald 
who moves up to the post of v i c e p r e s i d e n t , p r o d u c t i o n . 

* U n i t e d A i r c r a f t ' s TurboTrain, s l a t e d f o r New Haven's New York-Boston r u n i n 1968, reached 
a r e c o r d 170.8 m.p.h. d u r i n g t r i a l s on the PRR at P r i n c e t o n J e t . , N.J., on December 20th. 

• The t h r e e - c a r s e t i s s i m i l a r to CN's TurboTrains, although the CN v e r s i o n w i l l he l i m i t e d 
to 120 m.p.h. f o r the pr e s e n t . 

* S t i l l i n the speed department, the experimental French ' A e r o t r a i n ' reached a peak of 210 
m.p.h. s u s t a i n e d f o r f o u r minutes i n t e s t s on December 4 t h . The n o v e l ' t r a i n ' i s powered 
hy a j e t engine and two boo s t e r r o c k e t s , and runs on an a i r cushion a l o n g a concrete t r a c k . 

* Canadian P a c i f i c w i l l c l o s e i t s Royal A l e x a n d r a H o t e l i n Winnipeg on December 31st. The 
b u i l d i n g has been o f f e r e d f o r s a l e , and CP i s r e p o r t e d l y l o o k i n g at a Portage and Main 
s i t e f o r a new h o t e l . 

* CN's Toronto-Montreal Turbo s e r v i c e i s now expected to b e g i n i n March or A p r i l , 1968. 
* A college-on-wheels f o r Canada's Indians i s proposed f o r e a s t e r n and c e n t r a l Canada. To 

he housed i n r a i l w a y c a r s , the North American I n d i a n T r a v e l l i n g C o l l e g e w i l l he managed 
by I n d i a n groups and spend two to thre e weeks at each I n d i a n r e s e r v e . 

* GO T r a n s i t ' s s e l f - p r o p e l l e d c a r s entered r e g u l a r s e r v i c e on November 27th. The f i r s t 
t r a i n , o p e r a t i n g i n the evening r u s h o n l y , i n c l u d e d cars D-705/00/01/02/04. One of the 
temporary ONR t r a i n s e t s continues to operate. 

* A CN group i s l o o k i n g i n t o the c o o r d i n a t e d use of c o n t a i n e r s on a multi-media g l o h e - c i r -
c l i n g b a s i s . Prominent i n the study i s the r o l e CN would p l a y i n a 'land b r i d g e ' s e r v i c e 
f o r c o n t a i n e r s moving between the f a r East and Europe. 

* O n t a r i o N o r t h l a n d has opened i t s newly renovated r a i l and bus t e r m i n a l a t Swas t i k a , Ont. 
* Canadian P a c i f i c ' s 1966 Annual Report was judged one of the t h r e e h e s t i n the P u b l i c 

U t i l i t i e s s e c t i o n of the F i n a n c i a l Post awards f o r company r e p o r t s . 

..MINeCONSmLimiSOHElHIMGj YOUmMAHj Burwisis 60m TOOFmi 
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CPR RELOCATES DIVISION OFFICES 
F u l l i n t e g r a t i o n of the Ouebec C e n t r a l R ailway 
w i t h parent Canadian P a c i f i c moved a step 
c l o s e r r e c e n t l y w i t h the move of CP's Farnham 
D i v i s i o n headquarters and d i s p a t c h i n g o f f i c e 
to Sherhrooke, Ouebec, i n t e g r a t i n g w i t h OCR 
at t h a t point.. Although OCR maintains i t s 
own name i n o p e r a t i n g t i m e t a b l e s , i t now 
shares d i s p a t c h i n g s t a f f s and c e r t a i n o p e r a t 
i n g o f f i c i a l s w i t h the Farnham D i v i s i o n . 
The Farnham D i v i s i o n , f o r m e r l y quartered at 
Farnham, Ouebec, i n c l u d e s Canadian P a c i f i c ' s 
main l i n e s from Adirondack J u n c t i o n (near 
Montreal) east to Megantic and south^to Wells 
R i v e r , V t . , together w i t h numerous branches 
i n the E a s t e r n Townships. 
(A capsule h i s t o r y of the Ouebec C e n t r a l may 
be found i n the May NEWSLETTER, page 65.) 

DAYLINER STOWAWAY SURVIVES 20-MlLE RIDE 
An 11-year-old deaf mute l a d took an unauthor
i z e d t r i p on December 15th — c l i n g i n g to the 
g r a b i r o n s of a CPR RDC. Curious about the 
d u t i e s of the t r a i n crew, the boy clambered 
aboard the RDC as t r a i n 307 p u l l e d out of West 
Toronto f o r S t r e e t s v i l l e and Owen Sound. A 
younger b r o t h e r gave the alarm, and p o l i c e 

E Q U I P M E N T 

CANADIAN NATIONAL MOTIVE POWER NOTES 
* S i x SD-40's, c l a s s GR-30d, were outshopped 
i n December by GMDL, as f o l l o w s ; 

5018 - Dec 2nd 5021 - Dec 22nd 
5019 - Dec 2nd 5024 - Dec 22nd 
5020 - Dec 22nd 5025 - Dec 22nd 

Although these u n i t s were d e l i v e r e d from GtMDL 
on the dates shown, CN s t o r e d them at S t r a t 
f o r d , London and Toronto f o r e n t r y i n t o s e r 
v i c e on January 1 s t , 1968. U n i t s 5022 and 
5023 a p p a r e n t l y remained at the General Motors 
p l a n t . 

* M o n t r e a l Locomotive Works has d e l i v e r e d the 
f i r s t two Century 630 u n i t s of c l a s s MR-30b: 

2002 - Dec 13th 2003 - Dec 16th 
L i k e the SD-40's now b e i n g d e l i v e r e d , these 
u n i t s do not have dynamic brake equipment. 
(November NL, page 165) 

* I n a major power reassignment, the e n t i r e 
complement of S t r a t f o r d - b a s e d MR-10 c l a s s 
r o a d - s w i t c h e r s (1700-series w i t h unmodified 
s i x - w h e e l t r u c k s ) was t r a n s f e r r e d to Moncton 
on December 10th. The u n i t s i n v o l v e d are: 

1700/01/02/03/04/05/14/15/22. 

r e t r i e v e d the l a d at S t r e e t s v i l l e . At no time 
d u r i n g h i s 20-mile j a u n t — i n f r e e z i n g temp
e r a t u r e s at speeds up to 70 m.p.h. — had he 
been seen by passengers or crew of the t r a i n . 

TAMPERING SUSPECTED IN CN TUNNEL COLLISION 
Canadian N a t i o n a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s are convinced 
t h a t someone d e l i b e r a t e l y s e t i n motion two 
i d l i n g d i e s e l u n i t s which subsequently c o l l i 
ded w i t h an eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n west of 
Boston Bar, B.C., December 15th. 

The unmanned u n i t s , 9062 and 9041, had been 
i d l i n g on the Boston Bar shop t r a c k f o r some 
time p r i o r to t h e i r unscheduled journey. 
They encountered the eastbound e x t r a , powered 
by u n i t s 9122-4219-4814, i n a 470-foot t u n n e l 
8.5 m i l e s west of the E r a s e r Canyon d i v i s i o n 
p o i n t . The energy of the c o l l i s i o n was com
p l e t e l y absorbed by the two l e a d i n g A - u n i t s , 
c o n f i n e d hy the t u n n e l w a l l s ; had the impact 
o c c u r r e d o u t s i d e the t u n n e l , the u n i t s would 
probably have been p r e c i p i t a t e d i n t o the 
E r a s e r below. 

The fireman of the e x t r a was i n s t a n t l y k i l l e d , 
w h i l e the engineer and trainman s u f f e r e d s e r 
ious i n j u r i e s ; they were trapped i n the wreck
age f o r some s i x hours. Although a l l f i v e 
d i e s e l u n i t s were d e r a i l e d , o n l y Nos. 9062 
and 9122 s u s t a i n e d heavy damage. 

A NE\ BOME FOR POT 4076? 
* P a c i f i c Coast Terminals 0-6-0 No. 4076, un
t i l r e c e n t l y p r i v a t e l y p reserved on Vancouver 
I s l a n d (November NL, page 171), was moved east 
by Canadian P a c i f i c i n mid-December. I t s 
rumoured d e s t i n a t i o n : Calgary's h e r i t a g e Park 

'NEW' ALCOS FOR D & H PASSENGER TRAINS 
* The Delaware & Hudson, which r e c e n t l y up
graded the passenger equipment on i t s Montr e a l 
New York t r a i n s (October NL, page 147), has 
a c q u i r e d f o u r second-hand d i e s e l locomotives 
f o r the s e r v i c e . 
Purchased from AT&BF and r e f u r b i s h e d by ALCO 
at i t s Schenectady, N,Y. p l a n t , the f o u r u n i t s 
are 2,000 h.p. PA-1's, b u i l t by A l c o i n 1948. 
With e x i s t i n g PA f l e e t s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
i n imminent danger of e x t i n c t i o n , the D&B's 
move i s a welcome one indeed f o r the r a i l w a y 
amateur. 

The b i g PA's — d i s t i n g u i s h e d hy a l o n g nose 
and 15^-foot-wheelbase t r u c k s — were A l c o ' s 
answer to EMD's E - s e r i e s passenger locomotives 
They are powered by a s i n g l e 1 6 - c y l i n d e r A l c o 
model 244 engine. The PA never gained a f o o t 
h o l d i n Canada, w h i l e EMD was o n l y s l i g h t l y 
more s u c c e s s f u l through i t s s a l e of t h r e e E-8 
u n i t s (Nos. 1800-02) to Canadian P a c i f i c . 
D&B hopes to have a t l e a s t some of the PA's 
r u n n i n g i n t o M o n t r e a l by year's end, newly-
p a i n t e d i n blue and gray. (The January NL 
w i l l c a r r y a photograph of one of these u n i t s ) 
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L a s t G a s p F o r T h e 

U^wiiQ B u l l e t ? 

PHOTOSTORY BY TOM HENRY AND JIM BROTO 

Much has been w r i t t e n i n re c e n t months about 
Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s p r o p o s a l 
Newfoundland passenger t r a i n s 
v i c e . 

to r e p l a c e i t s 
w i t h a bus s e r -

CN claims the narrow gauge t r a i n s have l o s t 
almost a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a n n u a l l y i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s , and maintains t h a t a modern bus s e r v i c e 
would e l i m i n a t e the l o s s w h i l e at the same time 
p r o v i d e a more comfortable and e f f i c i e n t s e r 
v i c e f o r the p u b l i c . About 150 employees would 
be a f f e c t e d by the change; however a l l but 
about 25 would he r e q u i r e d to operate the buses 
or c o u l d be absorbed i n other r a i l w a y opera
t i o n s . 

As might he expect-ed, the p r o p o s a l r a n i n t o 
s t i f f o p p o s i t i o n from the p r o v i n c i a l govern
ment, o n - l i n e communities and labour groups, 
who c i t e d t h e i r concern f o r w e l f a r e of the em
ployees and concluded t h a t "second c l a s s s e r 
v i c e " and a perambulating r i g h t of way were the 
r e a l causes of d e c l i n i n g patronage. They ex
pressed doubt t h a t the buses would s u r v i v e 
Newfoundland w i n t e r s (although CN agreed t h a t 
s e v e r a l coaches would be r e t a i n e d f o r emergen
c i e s ) , They even suggested t h a t a d u p l i c a t e 
b u s / t r a i n s e r v i c e be operated u n t i l 1970, " f o r 
comparison". 

On the f a c e of i t , CN's p r o p o s a l seems reason
a b l e enough. A f t e r a l l , even d u r i n g the sum
mer when the Car i b o u — or 
you l i k e 

'Newfie B u l l e t ' , i f 
r e g u l a r l y c a r r i e s 13 cars. the 

complement of t r a n s - I s l a n d passengers would 
comfortably f i l l two highway buses. Remember, 
at 100 per cent occupancy the t l i r e e l i t t l e 8-
s e c t i o n / 1 drawing room s l e e p e r s o n l y accomodate 
18 persons each. Much of the coach t r a v e l i s 
accounted f o r by l o c a l passengers, who would 
a l s o b e n e f i t hy a bus s e r v i c e of i n c r e a s e d 
frequency. From the t r a v e l l e r ' s s t a n d p o i n t , 
the bus has a decided edge i n the time depart
ment — 12 hours v i a the r e c e n t l y - c o m p l e t e d 
Trans Canada Bighvyay versus 22 hours on CN's 
548-mile r o l l e r c o a s t e r r o u t e . 

Yet i t w i l l be sad i f the ' B u l l e t ' d i s a p p e a r s , 
f o r t h i s i s one of those d e l i g h t f u l l y anachron
i s t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s which, lamentably, are be
coming mighty r a r e these days. D e s p i t e the 
obvious i n d i c a t i o n s of CN's $ 9 0 - m i l l i o n expen
d i t u r e on Newfoundland l i n e s s i n c e 'Confedera
t i o n ' i n 1949, t h e r e i s a homey o l d - f a s h i o n e d -
ness about the ' B u l l e t ' — a country c o u s i n 
p u t t i n g on a b i g - c i t y a i r . A f t e r a l l , t here 
are p r e c i o u s few p l a c e s where you can h i k e up 
your lower b e r t h window and hear GMD 7-12's 
c h a n t i n g up ahead. 

The Canadian Transport Commission concluded 
i t s h earings on the s u b j e c t i n S t . John's on 
December 13th, w i t h the promise t h a t a d e c i s i o n 
would be handed down as soon as p o s s i b l e be
cause of the "urgency of the matter". I n the 
meantime, the prudent e n t h u s i a s t might w e l l 
occupy h i s w i n t e r evenings p l a n n i n g a s p r i n g 
v i s i t t o the narrow gauge — 'next year' may 
be too l a t e ! 
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During the course of h i s 22-hour journey across 
Newfoundland, the t r a v e l l e r cannot a v o i d b e i n g 
impressed by the c o n t i n u a l l y changing t e r r a i n 
through which he i s p a s s i n g . From r o c k y sea 
coast — where gales o c c a s i o n a l l y l i f t t r a i n s 
from the r a i l s — to wooded rocky w i l d e r n e s s 
r e m i n i s c e n t of O n t a r i o ' s Muskoka (UPPER LEFT; 
west of Corner Brook), from barren t r e e l e s s 
d e s o l a t i o n (UPPER RIGHT; near Gaff T o p s a i l ) to 
s l e e p y f i s h i n g v i l l a g e s , the panorama u n f o l d s . 
En r o u t e , the d a i l y summer Car i b o u encounters 
i t s o p p o s i t e c o u n t e r p a r t t w i c i (LOWER RIGHT; 
meet a t Cooke, near Corner Brook). Throughout 
the t r i p , the t r a i n i s i n the capable hands of 
engineers who — l i k e K e v i n Byrne (LOWER LEFT) 
— began t h e i r careers on the l i t t l e Mikados 
and 4-6-2's of the Newfoundland Railway. 



standard s t e e l boxcars on narrow gauge t r u c k s 
are a shot i n the arm f o r the l i t t l e l i n e . At 
3712 cubic f e e t c a p a c i t y , the 'mainland' cars 
have almost 70 per cent more room i n s i d e than 
do Newfoundland's own s t e e l - f r a m e c a r s . 

The time-honoured r i t 
u a l of j o u r n a l o i l i n g 
at d i v i s i o n p o i n t s has 
a l l but disappeared on 
CN's passenger t r a i n s . 
Yet the p r a c t i c e i s very 
much a l i v e on the nar
row gauge, as t h i s scene 
at Corner Brook a t t e s t s . 

Newfoundland's mixed 
t r a i n s do a commend
able f r e i g h t b u siness 
but o n l y r a r e l y see 
a revenue passenger. 
Here, a t r i o of GMD 
G-8's switches at 
Carbonear, a f t e r a r 
r i v i n g w i t h a mixed 
t r a i n from B r i g u s 
J u n c t i o n . A young 
admirer looks on. 
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Three f i n e l i t t l e 
b u s i ness cars grace 
CN's narrow gauge 
r o s t e r . Here Is 
'Avalon' b r i n g i n g 
up the r e a r of the 
eastbound Caribou 
near T o p s a i l Pond. 



C N / B & M / M e C T r i p 

THE SIGHT of a long passenger t r a i n i s be
coming i n c r e a s i n g l y r a r e i n northern 
New England and, as a r e s u l t , t h e ann

u a l o u t i n g o f the 470 R a i l r o a d Club of P o r t 
l a n d , Maine, was w e l l attended, both by pass
engers as v j e l l as bystanders» 

A w e l l f i l l e d , twelve-car t r a i n , compris
ed of Canadian N a t i o n a l r o l l i n g stock headed 
by two Maine Ce n t r a l road s w i t c h e r s , made a 
to u r of the s c e n i c l i n e s of the White Mount
ains area on Sunday, October 1 s t . Leaving 
P o r t l a n d i n the morning on the Grand Trunk, 
the s p e c i a l proceeded by way of South P a r i s 
and B e r l i n t o Groveton, N.H., where i t took t o 
t h e - r a i l s of t h e Boston & Plaine. The B&I4 was 
follov;ed t o Lancaster, where the t r a i n gained 
Maine C e n t r a l trackage f o r the r e t u r n t r i p t o 
P o r t l a n d . 

The journey was one of c o n t r a s t s , p i t t i n g 
a p a r t i c u l a r l y good show of autumn colour on 
t h e outward t r i p against the rugged grandeur 
of Crawford Notch on the r e t u r n . Dozens of 
m o t o r i s t s crowded the s c e n i c vantage p o i n t s on 
the Crawford Notch highway to watch the unus
u a l s i g h t of a passenger t r a i n — and a "Can
ad i a n N a t i o n a l " one at t h a t — make i t s way 
alon g the rocky ledges, over the t r e s t l e s at 
vv i l l e y Brook and Fr a n k e n s t e i n C l i f f . 

The r o u t e embraced covered some of the 
o l d e s t main l i n e s o f the area. The GTR route 
from P o r t l a n d to Canada was opened i n 1B53, 
w h i l e the Piaine C e n t r a l l i n e , then known as 
the P o r t l a n d & Ogdensburgh, was opened through 
Crawford Notch i n 1875. The GTR s t i l l sees 
once-a-week passenger s e r v i c e i n midsummer; 
the l a s t passenger t r a i n on t h e Maine C e n t r a l 
between S t . Johnsbury and P o r t l a n d was d i s 
continued i n t h e w i n t e r of 1957-58. 

— Omer L a v a l l e e 

Photos by Jim Sandilands 

T r a c t i o n T o p i o 

0 o 

f s 

0 o 

f s .1 

1 1 

...WILL RETURN NEXT MONTH! 
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ABOVE: No. 49 at Turcot, near the end of its career. 
/John Freyseng Collection 

For many years, Canadian National Railways and i t s pre
decessor Grand Trunk operated a suburban service f o r 
residents of the 'Lakeshore' communities toward the 
west end of Montreal Island. The o r i g i n a l service ex
tended to Vaudreuil, some 26 miles; however, i n l a t t e r 
years d e c l i n i n g patronage (some of which, no doubt, was 
l o s t to the adjacent commuter operations of Canadian 
P a c i f i c ) forced i t s cutback to Dorval, £ind i n t h e i r l a s t 
years the CN t r a i n s served that community and such i n 
termediate stations as Lachine, Convent and Dominion on 
t h e i r way to Central St a t i o n . 

Since there were no turning f a c i l i t i e s f o r locomotives 
at e i t h e r Dorval or Vaudreuil, the suburban service r e 
quired locomotives which were capable of operation i n 
either d i r e c t i o n equally w e l l . This requirement was ad
mirably f u l f i l l e d hy the Forney-type locomotive, which 
c a r r i e d i t s f u e l and water supply i n a small bunker 
mounted on a f i x e d extension of the locomotive frame. 
For b i - d i r e c t i o n a l operation, i t was s u f f i c i e n t merely 
to provide a r e v e r s i b l e seat f o r the engineman, and a 
p i l o t and headlight on the rear end. (It should be 
noted that while a 'tank' locomotive — which c a r r i e s 
i t s water supply i n tanks alongside or over the b o i l e r 
and i t s f u e l supply i n a rear-of-cab bunker — may be 
properly c l a s s i f i e d as a Forney, the term Forney, as i n 
the case of the GTR/CNR engines, does not n e c e s s a r i l y 
imply a 'tank' locomotive.) 

The e a r l y 1900's saw the Montreal suburban runs being 
handled by 4-4-2-type Forneys, augmented as required by 
conventional 2-6-0's and 4-6-0's. However, hy 1914 i n 
creased t r a f f i c and the introduction of heavier s t e e l 
suburban cars a l l but overwhelmed the l i t t l e 4-4-2's, 
and a larger and more powerful locomotive was i n t r o 
duced. 

Grand Trunk Nos. 1540 to 1545, 4-6-4-type Forneys, were 
outshopped by Montreal Locomotive Works i n September, 
1914 and immediately placed i n the Montreal-Vaudreuil 
suburban service f o r which they had been designed. One 
was assigned f o r a short time to Montreal-St. Hyacinthe 
t r a i n s but was s h o r t l y withdrawn i n favour of heavier 
power. The 1540's performed well with t h e i r seven-car 
consists, demonstrating the ra p i d a c c e l e ration charac
t e r i s t i c s so desirable i n a stop-and-go commuter opera
t i o n . 

In t h e i r design, p a r t i c u l a r attention was paid to the 
design of the firebox and b r i c k arch, to ensure the max
imum possible combustion e f f i c i e n c y with an attendant 
reduction i n smoke, so important i n urban areas. Since 
i t was not desired to have more than two systems of 
equalization, the front truck was equalized with the 
d r i v i n g wheels. 

When they were absorbed into the Canadian National R a i l 
ways ro s t e r i n 1923, the GTR 1540's became CNR Nos. 45-
50, class X-lO-a. Under CN ownership, they remained i n 
Montreal l o c a l service u n t i l the mid-1950's. In 1955, 
engine 48 was b r i e f l y assigned to Allandale, Out., then 
to London, where i t handled the l o c a l London-Sarnia ser
v i c e f o r over a year. 

The d i e s e l made i t s f i r s t inroads on the Forneys' em
p i r e i n August, 1957 and hy A p r i l , 1959 CN's Lakeshore 
commuter tr a i n s were f u l l y d i e s e l i z e d ; the t r a i n s them
selves disappeared on June 30th of the following year. 

F i f t y per cent of the X-lO-a class i s preserved i n mu
seum projects: No. 46 by the Vaudreuil-Soulanges H i s t 
o r i c a l Society of Dorion, Quebec; No. 47 by the Steam-
town Museum of Bellows F a l l s , Vt.; and No. 49 by the 
Canadian Railway Museum at Delson, Quebec. Nos. 45, 48, 
and 50 were scrapped i n August, 1956, January, 1959 and 
A p r i l , 1960 r e s p e c t i v e l y . ^ 
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ABOVE: Far from its normal haunts, 
X-10 No. 48 smokes up the catenary 
at Sarnia, Ontario in December 1956, 
as i t awaits the departure of train 
620 for London. 

/R.J. Sandusky 
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ABOVE: In traditional action. No. 49 
Dorval station with an inbound local. 

away from ON's old 

/R.J. Sandusky 

BELOW: Despite the addition of feedwater heaters and two-stage 
air compressors by CN, the X-10's changed l i t t l e over the years. 
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