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ABOVE: Photo by J.A. Brown 
This i s the view from the top! From the rock outcropping h i g h above Dundas s t a t i o n 
one can see almost to Copetown on a c l e a r day. Here we see 6167 performing on the 
run-past at Dundas. 

The morning of Saturday, February 15th, found the u s u a l amount of a c t i v i t y 
at the west end of Toronto's Union S t a t i o n . "Cherry-nosed" passenger d i e s e l s of 
the C.N.R. were chanting to themselves, and even the C.P.R. was s p l u t t e r i n g away 
over on Track 12. But on the p l a t f o r m of Track 1, a knot of people p a t i e n t l y eyed 
a towering column of smoke and steam moving out from under the Spadina Avenue 
b r i d g e . With the u s u a l f a n f a r e of c l a n k i n g r o d s , humming generator and s o f t ex­
haust, 6167 backed s l o w l y past the John S t r e e t i n t e r l o c k e r and down onto i t s t r a i n 
s tanding on Track 1. The t h i r d annual U.C.R.S. w i n t e r e x c u r s i o n was about to get 
under way! 

A l i t t l e a f t e r 9:00 a.m., the t r a i n of eleven c a r s , i n c l u d i n g the u b i q u i t o u s 
car no. 9166, nine coaches, one c a f e t e r i a c a r , w i t h b u f f e t - p a r l o u r car "Amethyst" 
on the r e a r (under the care of the v e r y capable and courteous C.N.R. p o r t e r , Don 
Lee), r o l l e d out through the Bathurst S t r e e t yards and on to the C.N. Brampton 
S u b d i v i s i o n . A f t e r the u s u a l stops at Parkdale and West Toronto, 6167 b l a s t e d out 
through Weston w i t h u s u a l gusto, i n s p i t e of the concern t h a t was v o i c e d about 
the c o n d i t i o n of i t s superheater. The pace was s e v e r e l y checked between Malton and 
Brampton, where double t r a c k i n g i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r C.N.'s new yard i s w e l l under 
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way. A f t e r p a s s i n g the R.D.C.'s at Geor­
getown ( t r a i n 672 Owen Sound - Guelph -
Toronto), we proceeded on to our f i r s t 
run-past of the day at mile 40.8, j u s t 
east of Rockwood, and then headed f o r a 
badly needed water stop at Gue1ph. With a 
good p o r t i o n of the town's c i t i z e n s w i t ­
n e s s i n g our departure (Guelph* s i n h a b i ­
t a n t s have always proved to be f a i t h f u l 
fans of 6167, t u r n i n g out i n good numbers 
whenever we r o l l through town), 6167 
c h u f f e d s l o w l y out to Guelph J u n c t i o n to 
swing south onto the Fergus S u b d i v i s i o n . 
With our departure from Guelph, the fans 
on board breathed a s i g h of r e l i e f f o r , 
w h i l e t a k i n g on water, the engine was 
standing s q u a r e l y i n the s i g h t s of a 
l a r g e cannon (not loaded, we hope) on 
which reserve Army personnel were t r a i n ­
i n g at the Guelph Armouries, j u s t south of 
the C.N. s t a t i o n . 

Run-pasts were he l d at G l e n c h r i s t i e 
and mile 6.1 of the s u b d i v i s i o n before 
r e a c h i n g the Dundas S u b d i v i s i o n at Lynden, 
A f t e r a quick s p r i n t to Copetown, we p u l ­
l e d i n t o the p a s s i n g s i d i n g there to l e t 
the I n t e r c i t y L i m i t e d ( t r a i n 6 Chicago -
Montreal) r a t t l e by behind i t s G.T.W. 
roa d - s w i t c h e r s . The next run-past was 
h e l d at Dundas s t a t i o n , where an e x c e l ­
l e n t view was obtained of the t r a i n roun­
ding the great curve at the s t a t i o n . Some 
of the more e n t h u s i a s t i c and d a r i n g of 
the passengers p u l l e d a human f l y act and 
s c a l e d the h i g h b l u f f o v e r l o o k i n g the 
curve f o r a panoramic view, w h i l e others 
were content to use the b l u f f as a back­
ground. 

The t r a i n dropped quick Iy down to 
Bayview, and then backed i n t o Hamilton, 
the s o l a r i u m lounge of Amethyst jammed 
w i t h "back seat engineers". A f t e r a v e r y 
lengthy stop f o r s e r v i c i n g , the s p e c i a l 
proceeded backwards to Stoney Creek, and Photo by J.A. Brown 
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then ran forward towards B u r l i n g t o n over the seldom used r a i l s of the Beach Sub­
d i v i s i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w i t h the t r a i n much behind schedule, there was very l i t ­
t l e l i g h t i n which to photograph 6167 clumping across the combined road and r a i l 
l i f t b r idge over the entrance to Hamilton Bay. Despite t h i s d i f f i c u l t y , the r u n -
past was h e l d , much to the amazement of the m o t o r i s t s on the p a r a l l e l i n g highway. 
By t h i s time darkness had f a l l e n and the t r a i n was over an hour behind schedule. 
So, a f t e r a quick stop at B u r l i n g t o n s t a t i o n , 6167 proceeded to amble down the 
long p a s s i n g s i d i n g towards the eastbound t r a c k of the O a k v i l l e S u b d i v i s i o n . To 
those who were w o r r i e d about the steaming performance of the engine, the next 
t h i r t y - f i v e m i l e s were to prove t h a t 6167, although a b i t "weary", was s t i l l cap­
able of some hard running. Once i t had 
l u r c h e d through the s p r i n g s w i t c h at the 
east end of B u r l i n g t o n s i d i n g , the muf­
f l e d exhaust broke i n t o t h a t sharp, s t a c ­
cato r o a r which means o n l y one t h i n g -
speed! With n o t h i n g ahead of us, some of 
the best "high i r o n " on t h i s c o n t i n e n t 
under us, and a f a s t runner at the t h r o t ­
t l e , the i n e v i t a b l e was to happen; those 
who l i s t e n e d and watched were not d i s a p ­
p o i n t e d . By the time we swept past Bronte 
the engine was comfortably doing 80, and 
t h i s was not l e t up u n t i l a f t e r p a s s i n g 
Port C r e d i t . O a k v i l l e was l o s t i n a c l o u d 
of c i n d e r s and steam; green b l o c k s i g n a l s 
marched past i n an ever quickening pace 
as 6167 r e v i v e d those memories of such 
speedsters as C.N. no. 75, the F o r e s t 
C i t y , and no. 20, the f a s t evening t r a i n 
from London, who racked up e i g h t y - f i v e 
m i l e s an hour performances at the drop of 
a hat. Westbounds slammed by, l o s t i n an 
i n s t a n t of deafening noise and a s w i r l of 
smoke. And then the gentle tug of the 
brakes as we swept past Obico Tower to 
the honks of s a l u t a t i o n from a westbound 
C.P.R. manifest. Around Mimico Yard, un­
der the Queen E l i z a b e t h Highway, we eas­
i l y outpaced the automobiles on the p a r a ­
l l e l expressway u n t i l a heavy a p p l i c a t i o n 
of brakes i n d i c a t e d our a r r i v a l at Sunny-
s i d e . With quick a c c e l e r a t i o n , f o l l o w e d 
by a short l i v e l y r u n , the s p e c i a l rum­
b l e d h a s t i l y i n t o Union s t a t i o n , marking 
the end of another enjoyable t r i p f o r the 
some 500 passengers aboard. ABOVE: 

The t h i r d r un-past, between G l e n c h r i s t i e 
and Hespeler produced t h i s photo f o r D.B. 
M i l l e r . 
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Miscellany 
While o n l y 500 passengers c o u l d be found f o r one steam powered s p e c i a l t r a i n , 

r e c e n t l y run from Toronto to Niagara F a l l s , the Michigan R.R. Club had to run two 
d i e s e l powered s p e c i a l s from Vfindsor to the F a l l s to accommodate the over 1500 pas­
sengers who snapped up every l a s t t i c k e t f o r t h e i r s i g h t s e e i n g t r a i n s . A f t e r f i l ­
l i n g these, the C.N. Windsor agency ran yet another t r a i n a week l a t e r f o r the r e ­
maining 500 passengers who were d i s a p p o i n t e d the weeks p r e v i o u s . 

D e t r o i t e r s must be abandoning t h e i r automobiles i n droves, f o r s i x t y of them 
journeyed to Toronto by C.N. c h a r t e r coach to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the February 15th-
16th steam e x c u r s i o n s . Not a l l , however, were steam f a n s , as some c h a r t e r e d a 
T.T.C. Pet e r Witt f o r a s i x - h o u r tram t o u r of the c i t y . L u c k i l y they d i d , f o r 
t h e i r car d i s c o v e r e d a l a r g e s e c t i o n of dead overhead along Adelaide S t r e e t on 
Sunday morning. T.T.C. overhead crews spent the day f i n d i n g and c o r r e c t i n g the 
f a u l t p r i o r to Monday's morning r u s h hour. 



RAPID TRANSIT PROGRESS by S t u a r t I . Westland 
CONSTRUCTION -

With the s t a r t of c o n s t r u c t i o n by Taylor-Woodrow on c o n t r a c t B-1 of the B l o o r 
Danforth subway l i n e , extending from Huron S t r e e t to Markham S t r e e t , c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i s now i n pro g r e s s , or i s complete, on the e n t i r e l e n g t h of l i n e from Keele to 
Woodbine. Contract B-1 i n c l u d e s s t a t i o n s a t Spadina Road and Bathurst S t r e e t and 
i s to be completed i n 18 months, w i t h work to be concentrated on the s t a t i o n s at 
f i r s t , so t h a t the f i n i s h work on them may be completed w h i l e the remainder of the 
subway t u n n e l i s under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
SIGNALS AND CONTROLS -

The T.T.C. has awarded a $2,250,000 c o n t r a c t to the General Railway S i g n a l 
Company f o r s i g n a l and c o n t r o l equipment f o r the B l o o r - D a n f o r t h subway. New con­
t r o l panels w i l l be added to the e x i s t i n g G.R.S. master c o n t r o l centre a t S t . 
George s t a t i o n , and l o c a l panels w i l l be added at f i v e other l o c a t i o n s . F a c i l i t i e s 
w i l l i n c l u d e automatic o p e r a t i o n of t r a i n d e s t i n a t i o n s i g n s on the s t a t i o n p l a t ­
forms , programmed automatic d i s p a t c h i n g of t r a i n s , w i t h p r o v i s i o n f o r changing to 
manual c o n t r o l when r e q u i r e d , and a separate c o n t r o l system f o r movements w i t h i n 
the Greenwood Yard area. 
GREENWOOD YARD -

Completion date f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n a t the B l o o r - D a n f o r t h subway's Greenwood 
Yard has now been s e t f o r the s p r i n g of 1965. The 40 acre l a y o u t w i l l have storage 
accommodation f o r some 328 subway c a r s , and w i l l have 250,000 square f e e t of f l o o r 
space i n s i x b u i l d i n g s . The s m a l l e s t of these w i l l be the steam p l a n t and a ma­
t e r i a l s storage b u i l d i n g . Larger b u i l d i n g s w i l l be the Way and S t r u c t u r e s Shop and 
the I n s p e c t i o n Carhouse, where washing, w h e e l g r i n d i n g and gener a l equipment i n ­
s p e c t i o n w i l l be c a r r i e d out. 

A m u l t i - l e v e l t r a f f i c o f f i c e and s i g n a l tower w i l l be l o c a t e d at the n o r t h 
end of the ya r d adjacent to the t u n n e l p o r t a l l e a d i n g n o r t h to the main l i n e . I n 
the extreme nor t h - e a s t corner of the yar d i s the gene r a l r e p a i r shop where a l l 
types of heavy maintenance, i n c l u d i n g body and p a i n t work, w i l l be done. S i t u a t e d 
next to higher l a n d to the n o r t h and east of the ya r d s i t e , the w a l l s of the b u i l ­
ding w i l l act as r e t a i n i n g w a l l s . The s u p p o r t i n g columns w i l l extend through the 
ro o f deck of the shop b u i l d i n g so t h a t an a d d i t i o n a l s t o r e y or two may be added 
f o r commercial purposes at a f u t u r e date. A 90-foot span has been allowed between 
the columns i n the n o r t h bay of the r e p a i r shop i n order to permit the swing and 
l a t e r a l movement of a subway car body. 

Greenwood Yard w i l l be needed w e l l i n advance of the date of opening of the 
Blo o r - D a n f o r t h subway i n order to s t o r e up to 300 cars r e q u i r e d f o r the l i n e as 
they are r e c e i v e d from the b u i l d e r . The C i t y of Toronto i s a l r e a d y c o n s i d e r i n g 
the development of a h i g h - r i s e apartment complex over the Greenwood wye area boun­
ded by Ca i t h n e s s , Danforth, Greenwood and Strathmore. 
NEW CARS -

The f o l l o w i n g car b u i l d e r s submitted b i d s f o r the supply of the cars f o r the 
Bloo r - D a n f o r t h subway: 

Hawker-Siddeley Canada L t d . (Canadian C a r ) , 
Montreal Locomotive Works, 
Marub i n i - L i b a , 
Deutsche Waggon & Maschinenfabriken (Duwag). 

Tenders, which were opened on February 4 t h , were submitted on a s l i d i n g s c a l e 
covering q u a n t i t i e s of from 50 to 124 cars and had separate a l t e r n a t e p r i c e s f o r 
va r i o u s types of s e a t i n g , l i g h t i n g and a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g . 
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A f t e r some f o u r weeks' c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the b i d s , the Commission f i n a l l y 
awarded a c o n t r a c t f o r 164 to the Hawker-Siddeley Company f o r the cars to be con­
s t r u c t e d a t the F o r t W i l l i a m , Ontario p l a n t of Canadian Car Company. 
SUBWAY EXTENSIONS -

Late January and e a r l y February saw major developments w i t h r e s p e c t to the 
proposed extensions to the B l o o r - D a n f o r t h subway beyond the o r i g i n a l l y planned 
Keele and Woodbine t e r m i n i . On January 28th, the M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto C o u n c i l 
voted by an overwhelming 21 to 2 m a j o r i t y to devote the e n t i r e 1964 al l o t m e n t from 
the F e d e r a l - M u n i c i p a l l o a n fund, amounting to $29,482,000 to l a n d a c q u i s i t i o n and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the extensions i n t o the Townships of Scarborough and Etobicoke. 
These loans are made to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s as an i n c e n t i v e to commence at an e a r l y 
date p r o j e c t s which had been planned f o r f u t u r e years. On the same date, the 
T.T.C. approved i n p r i n c i p a l a speed-up i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the extensions so 
that they would be completed i n 1967. The p o l i t i c i a n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the M e t r o p o l i ­
tan Chairman, would l i k e to see the e n t i r e B l o o r - D a n f o r t h l i n e completed by J u l y 
1st of t h a t year i n order to c o i n c i d e w i t h Canada's C e n t e n n i a l , although T.T.C. 
Chairman Ralph Day b e l i e v e s t h a t December, 1967 i s a more r e a l i s t i c t a r g e t date. 

A l l of the above was c o n d i t i o n a l on the approval by the Ont a r i o M u n i c i p a l 
Board of the expenditure by M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto of the $77 m i l l i o n i n cos t s i n ­
v o l v e d i n p r o p e r t y a c q u i s i t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the two 3-mile e x t e n s i o n s , but 
O.M.B. approval of Metro's t a k i n g over of a $61 m i l l i o n debt i n c u r r e d by the 
T.T.C. on previous subway c o n s t r u c t i o n , a l s o g i v e n on January 28th, i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
the Board would probably be f a v o u r a b l y disposed toward the e x t e n s i o n s . Such appro­
v a l was, i n f a c t , g i ven by the Board a few days l a t e r , c l e a r i n g the way f o r Metro 
and the T.T.C. to proceed w i t h l a n d a c q u i s i t i o n . 

On February 11th, the M e t r o p o l i t a n C o u n c i l approved the expenditure necessary 
to a c q u i r e a t o t a l of 452 p r o p e r t i e s l y i n g on the routes of the e x t e n s i o n s , i n ­
c l u d i n g one 9 2 - s u i t e apartment b l o c k , 51 houses and s e v e r a l m u n i c i p a l p a r k i n g 
l o t s . While the p r e c i s e alignment of the extensions has not been d i s c l o s e d , the 
general r o u t i n g w i l l be as shown by the two diagrams here reproduced. The west ex-

Courtesy Toronto D a i l y S t a r . 

Above, route of wes­
t e r n e x t e n s i o n of 
Bl o o r - D a n f o r t h Sub­
way. L e f t , e a s t e r n 
e x t e n s i o n . 

Courtesy The Globe and M a i l . 
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te n s i o n w i l l continue w e s t e r l y p a r a l l e l to Bl o o r S t r e e t and about 150 f e e t n o r t h 
thereof. S t a t i o n s w i l l be l o c a t e d between High Park Avenue and Quebec Avenue, be­
tween Kennedy Park Road and Runnyraede Road, and between Jane S t r e e t and Armadale 
Avenue. A f t e r c r o s s i n g the Humber on a b r i d g e , the l i n e continues n o r t h of Bl o o r 
to Montgomery Road, the western terminus. 

The e a s t e r l y e x t e n s i o n w i l l see a s u b s t a n t i a l divergence from the Danforth 
Avenue alignment. I t w i l l continue e a s t e r l y from Woodbine s t a t i o n p a r a l l e l to Dan­
f o r t h Avenue to neajc Dawes Road, where i t w i l l make a s u b s t a n t i a l d e f l e c t i o n to 
the north-east i n order to reach Dentonia Park, l o c a t e d two block s n o r t h of Dan­
f o r t h Avenue. At V i c t o r i a Park Avenue, which w i l l probably be crossed by an over­
head bridge because of the topography of the area, the l i n e w i l l enter the aban­
doned r i g h t - o f - w a y of the Canadian Northern Toronto to Ottawa l i n e , from which 
the r a i l s were l i f t e d some 40 years ago. 

The o l d r a i l w a y roadbed, which i s o n l y of s i n g l e t r a c k w i d t h , w i l l be f o l l o w ­
ed f o r a mile and a h a l f n o r t h - e a s t e r l y to the subway l i n e ' s terminus at St. C l a i r 
Avenue East, near Warden Avenue. (Beyond t h i s p o i n t the C.N. ri g h t - o f - w a y i s now 
occupied by the r a i l s of the Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s Geco Loop i n d u s t r i a l access l i n e , 
but a l a t e r e a s t e r l y e x t e n s i o n of the subway p a r a l l e l to the C.N. t r a c k s should 
not be d i f f i c u l t to accomplish.) 

The extensions are p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h a t they represent the f i r s t 
r e a l p e n e t r a t i o n of suburban Toronto w i t h r a p i d t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s and the extent 
to which automobile d r i v e r s can be converted to t r a n s i t r i d e r s may reach propor­
t i o n s more s i g n i f i c a n t than has been experienced on the Yonge subway l i n e . From a 
s t r i c t l y r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t p o i n t of view, the extensions are p a r t i c u l a r l y p a l a t ­
able i n t h a t they w i l l not r e s u l t i n a d d i t i o n a l car l i n e conversions and, on the 
other hand, reach deep i n t o the feeder bus t e r r i t o r y . 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY NEWS 
* Canadian N a t i o n a l Railways has s o l d a piece of pro p e r t y which f o r many years 
was one of the p r i n c i p a l r a i l f a n "meccas" of the e n t i r e country - the S t . Catha­
r i n e s carbarn, shop and yard p r o p e r t y of the former Niagara, S t . Catharines and 
Toronto Railway. Since d e - e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of the system the p r o p e r t y has not been 
used f o r storage of any C.N.-o\vnned equipment ( l o c a l l y assigned d i e s e l s w itchers i n 
the area are s e r v i c e d some two block s away a t the former N.S.& T. S t . Catharines 
t e r m i n a l p r o p e r t y ) although the l o c a l t r a n s i t bus f l e e t (now c i t y owned) has con­
t i n u e d to be garaged and s e r v i c e d at the o l d C.N.T. garage. 

The C.N. has now disposed of the e n t i r e shop p r o p e r t y and b u i l d i n g s to a de­
velopment company which intends to e r e c t a supermarket on the s i t e . However, the 
o l d ramshackle shop s t r u c t u r e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the weed choked yard to the west 
of i t , w i t h i t s f a n t a s t i c a l l y v a r i e d complement of r o l l i n g s t o c k i n v a r i o u s stages 
of r e p a i r and d i s r e p a i r , w i l l l i v e on i n scores of photo c o l l e c t i o n s and memories. 
* Another p i c t u r e s q u e former e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y p r o p e r t y due f o r redevelopment i s 
the Cobourg S t r e e t carhouse of the Ottawa T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission. The carhouse 
has been s o l d and demolished to make way f o r a s i x - s t o r e y apartment b u i l d i n g . 

(S.I., Westland) Excursions 
Here i s an i n t e r e s t i n g week-end's a c t i v i t y . J o i n the West Coast R a i l f a n 

A s s o c i a t i o n ' s S p r i n g Tour from Vancouver to Banff on March 26th to 29th. Chartered 
c a r s , i n c l u d i n g a "Park" dome-observation w i l l be used f o r the t r i p , and a char­
t e r e d bus w i l l take photo fans to the F i e l d H i l l and S p i r a l Tunnels f o r a p i c t u r e 
snapping s e s s i o n . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , contact Roger Burrows, West Coast R a i l -
f a n A s s o c i a t i o n , Box 2790, Vancouver 3, B.C. 

Also scheduled f o r E a s t e r Week-end i s the Ontario E l e c t r i c Railway H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s e x c u r s i o n to P h i l a d e l p h i a , P e n n s y l v a n i a , to r i d e and photograph the 
myriad e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y l i n e s r a d i a t i n g from t h a t c i t y . The group has chartered 
cars on the Reading, P h i l a d e l p h i a Suburban and P h i l a d e l p h i a T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , i n c l u ­
ding an ex-North Shore E l e c t r o l i n e r , now owned by the P.S.T. For f u l l i n f o r m a t i o n 
w r i t e to the O.E.R.H.A., Box 121, Scarborough, O n t a r i o . 



Page 56 U.C.R.S. Newsletter 

Stratford Shop 
1870 -1964 

A HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE C.N.R. 
STRATFORD LOCOMOTIVE SHOPS 

by H. Spencer, Shop Engineer ( R e t i r e d ) 

With the c l o s i n g of the Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s shops at S t r a t f o r d , O n t a r i o on 
A p r i l 1 s t , i t i s now a p p r o p r i a t e , perhaps, to r e p r i n t an a r t i c l e which appeared, 
ten years ago, i n the U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r , d e s c r i b i n g i n d e t a i l t h i s h i s t o r i c o l d 
b u i l d i n g . 

The h i s t o r y of the C.N.R. S t r a t f o r d locomotive backshop extends over a p e r i o d 
of more than 80 yea r s . I t s e a r l y growth i s c l o s e l y interwoven w i t h the r a i l w a y 
b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d on i n On t a r i o by the Grand Trunk Railway Company of 
Canada d u r i n g the s i x t i e s and s e v e n t i e s of the l a s t c e n t u r y , coupled w i t h the 
ab s o r p t i o n of a number of s m a l l e r systems to round out the e x i s t i n g C.N.R. network 
i n Southern O n t a r i o . In the mid-1950's the r e p a i r of motive power and other 
equipment at S t r a t f o r d covered a t e r r i t o r y undreamed of by the o r i g i n a l sponsors, 
comprising the Southwestern O n t a r i o and Northern O n t a r i o D i s t r i c t s of the C.N.R; 
f r e q u e n t l y motive power u n i t s from the Maritime and Western Regions of the C.N.R, 
were a l s o r e b u i l t . 

The l i n e of the B u f f a l o and Lake Huron Railway ( u s u a l l y c a l l e d the B u f f a l o , 
B r a n t f o r d and Goderich, of U.C.R.S. B u l l e t i n 39), and the main l i n e of the G.T.R. 
reached S t r a t f o r d at the same time (1856), and both were pushed through to t h e i r 
o b j e c t i v e s not long a f t e r w a r d s . However, i n 1865, the B u f f a l o and Lake Huron was 
absorbed by the Grand Trunk; by t h i s f u s i o n the progress of S t r a t f o r d as a r a i l ­
way centre was assured, but the r e p a i r shops d i d not come u n t i l f i v e years l a t e r . 
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In 1865 the D i s t r i c t Headquarters of the Grand Trunk were l o c a t e d i n Brant­
f o r d , due apparently to the f a c t t h a t the B. & L.H. a l r e a d y had Locomotive and Car 
Repair Shops at t h a t p o i n t . However, i n the next few years the c i t i z e n s of B r a n t ­
f o r d became i r k e d t h a t the town was l o c a t e d only on a branch l i n e of the G.T.R. 
system, and t h a t the main l i n e of the Great Western Railway passed some miles to 
the n o r t h , m i s s i n g the town. This s i t u a t i o n e v e n t u a l l y r e s u l t e d i n a number of 
B r a n t f o r d c i t i z e n s o r g a n i z i n g another road c a l l e d the B r a n t f o r d , Waterloo and Lake 
E r i e Railway, to extend from B r a n t f o r d to a connection at Waterford w i t h the 
p r o j e c t e d Canada Southern Railway. The Grand Trunk management became so insensed 
that they l e t i t be known t h a t they would remove t h e i r shops from B r a n t f o r d i f 
anything was done. 

In 1870, the l o c a l G. T. R. o p e r a t i n g d i s t r i c t was enlarged to i n c l u d e the 
l i n e s from Toronto through S t r a t f o r d to S a r n i a and Jackson, Mich, and the branch 
from St. Mary's J e t . to London as w e l l as the o r i g i n a l B u f f a l o and Lake Huron. At 
t h i s time, Thomas P a t t e r s o n , Supt. of Works at B r a n t f o r d , was moved to Toronto i n 
charge of the G. T. R. shop at the Queen's Wharf, and moving w i t h him were most of 
the mechanics from B r a n t f o r d . From t h i s a c t i o n , i t appears t h a t the t h r e a t of 
moving shop and personnel was c a r r i e d out. 

F o l l o w i n g the r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n of the o p e r a t i n g d i s t r i c t i n 1870, the matter 
of new locomotive shops of g r e a t e r c a p a c i t y became p r e s s i n g , and thfe d e c i s i o n was 
made by the management to l o c a t e the new shop at S t r a t f o r d , i n the approximate 
centre of the Southwestern Ontario area. Foundations f o r t h i s shop were s t a r t e d 
i n 1870, e r e c t i o n completed i n 1871, and the machinery and mechanical s t a f f p r e v i ­
o u s l y employed at the B r a n t f o r d and Queen's Wharf shops were moved to S t r a t f o r d , 
w i t h Thomas P a t t e r s o n i n charge as General Foreman. The o r i g i n a l shop b u i l d i n g 
and a l l l a t e r extensions were b u i l t on p r o p e r t y a d j o i n i n g the former B u f f a l o and 
Goderich main l i n e . 
DESCRIPTION OF SHOP, 1871 - The Machine, E r e c t i n g , B o i l e r and B l a c k s m i t h Shops and 

the o f f i c e were a l l contained w i t h i n the f o u r w a l l s of 
what i s now the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the present B l a c k s m i t h Shop, and p a r t of the 
Department to the end of the e x i s t i n g Jacket and T i n Shop. Tender and Woodworking 
Departments were l o c a t e d i n a s m a l l e r annex to the south. The main b u i l d i n g meas-
Tired 270 x 90 f t . , w h i l e the annex was 150 x 42 f t . The t o t a l f l o o r area was 
38,700 sq. f t . 

The main b u i l d i n g s t r u c t u r e f o l l o w e d the type i n vogue f o r heavy i n d u s t r y i n 
t h a t p e r i o d — masonry f o u n d a t i o n , heavy b r i c k w a l l s and c l e a r span wooden r o o f 
t r u s s e s supported by p i l a s t e r e d w a l l s . That the design and workmanship was good 
i s i n d i c a t e d by the f a c t t h a t , a f t e r 80 y e a r s , t h i s s t r u c t u r e i s s t i l l s t a n d i n g 
without any evidence of s e t t l i n g or w a l l c r a c k i n g . The annex was of l i g h t e r con­
s t r u c t i o n , w i t h wooden r o o f t r u s s e s supported on timber posts on a masonry found­
a t i o n and enclosed w i t h b r i c k veneer. This p o r t i o n i s s t i l l s t a n d i n g , but some of 
the s u p p o r t i n g posts have been r e p l a c e d from time to time. To the above must be 
added a wood shed and wood yard l o c a t e d south of the shop b u i l d i n g s — t h e shed was 
r e q u i r e d f o r the man employed i n r e d u c i n g cordwood to a s i z e t h a t would e a s i l y 
pass through a locomotive f i r e b o x door. The frame of t h i s shed was moved i n l a t e r 
years to the east s i d e of the p r o p e r t y , and b r i c k veneered; i t s t i l l serves as an 
o f f i c e b u i l d i n g and i n s t r u c t i o n classroom. 

The next important change on the Grand Trunk Railway i n the S t r a t f o r d area 
was the changing of the t r a c k gauge from the broad to the present day standard . 
I n the f a l l of 1872, p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the change from S a r n i a to B u f f a l o was com­
p l e t e d , w i t h the a c t u a l changeover planned f o r a November Sunday. On the previous 
n i g h t the withdrawal of a l l broad gauge cars and locomotives from B u f f a l o and from 
S a r n i a to S t r a t f o r d was begun. As S t r a t f o r d y a r d was not l a r g e enough to handle 
a l l of t h i s equipment, the main l i n e to Goderich was used, and by Sunday morning, 
the t r a c k was f i l l e d as f a r as S e b r i n g v i l l e , a d i s t a n c e of Z'^k m i l e s . 

With the passage of time, the G. T. R, absorbed other s m a l l e r systems. The 
Grand Trunk, Georgian Bay and Lake E r i e , absorbed i n 1893, had no r e p a i r shop of 
i t s own, having c o n t r a c t e d the r e p a i r and overhaul of i t s motive power to a p r i v ­
ate f i r m , the S t r a t f o r d M i l l B u i l d i n g Co. on E r i e S t . (now the s i t e of the G. L. 
G r i f f i t h Co.). The Northern and Northwestern Railway at the time of a b s o r p t i o n 
had a r e p a i r shop i n Toronto at the f o o t of Spadina Ave. This shop continued i n 
Grand Triink use f o r running r e p a i r s u n t i l i t s replacement some years ago by the 
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e x i s t i n g backshop on the new and enlarged Toronto roundhouse b u i l t d u r i n g the r e ­
h a b i l i t a t i o n of the Toronto Terminal. The Great Western Railway had extensive 
shops f o r b u i l d i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g r o l l i n g s t o c k at Hamilton (see Newsletter 94). 

A b s o r p t i o n of these v a r i o u s r a i l w a y s by the Grand Trunk l e d n a t u r a l l y to the 
question of f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t i o n of shop f a c i l i t i e s f o r major r e p a i r work i n the 
i n t e r e s t of e f f i c i e n c y and economy. Among the v a r i o u s shops a v a i l a b l e at t h i s 
p e r i o d , the one l o c a t e d at S t r a t f o r d was chosen f o r expansion. 
SHOP ENLARGEMENT, 1888 - A d d i t i o n s made at t h i s time c o n s i s t e d of an e n t i r e l y new 

' Machine Shop, E r e c t i n g Shop, B o i l e r Shop, S t o r e s , Brass 
Foundry and B o i l e r Room i n another b u i l d i n g , and a separate b u i l d i n g to house the 
Carpenter, P a t t e r n , Tube, T i n and Pipe Departments, and f i n a l l y a s mall b u i l d i n g 
to the south of the main shop f o r the p r e p a r i n g and mixing of p a i n t s . The B l a c k ­
smith and Forge Shop, and the Woodworking Shop was i n t u r n enlarged to provide 
adequate space f o r tender r e p a i r s . 

The 1888 a d d i t i o n s b u i l t the f l o o r area up from 38,700 sq. f t . to 94,600 sq. 
f t . The opening of t h i s enlarged shop brought about the c l o s i n g of the Great 
Western shop at Hamilton, and the t r a n s f e r of the machinery and mechanical s t a f f 
to S t r a t f o r d i n 1889. The S t r a t f o r d p r o p e r t y , when ready f o r o p e r a t i o n as en­
l a r g e d , was considered to o f f e r the l a s t word i n locomotive r e p a i r f a c i l i t i e s . 

The E r e c t i n g Shop was provided w i t h a t r a n s f e r t a b l e i n the middle a i s l e and 
running the l e n g t h of the E r e c t i n g Dept., from which locomotives were backed onto 
p i t s along both s i d e s of the shop. O r i g i n a l l y , t h i s t r a n s f e r t a b l e was equipped 
w i t h a s m a l l steam p r o p u l s i o n engine, but some years l a t e r when compressed a i r 
became a v a i l a b l e the b o i l e r , a d i s t i n c t f i r e hazard, was removed. 

A s t a t i o n a r y h o i s t f o r l i f t i n g locomotives from t h e i r wheels was b u i l t i n t o 
the r o o f t r u s s e s i n the centre of the E r e c t i n g Shop. Locomotives were r a i s e d by 
means of screws and s l i n g s , a c tuated by a system of gears which were d r i v e n by a 
s m a l l steam engine. This engine was a l s o used to operate a cable winch f o r moving 
them from the t r a n s f e r t a b l e to the r e p a i r p i t s , of which there were 12 on each 
s i d e of the shop. 

Each locomotive p i t had a s m a l l overhead t r a v e l l i n g crane supported from the 
roof t r u s s e s equipped w i t h a rope b l o c k and t a c k l e f o r l i f t i n g p a r t s . Transport­
a t i o n of m a t e r i a l between a l l departments of the shop and to o u t s i d e storage areas 
was accomplished on s m a l l push t r u c k s running on a network of narrow gauge l i n e s . 

The t i r e s e t t i n g house was a c i r c u l a r b u i l d i n g l o c a t e d at the west end of the 
e x i s t i n g c a s t i n g shed equipped w i t h an overhead crane attached to cast i r o n w a l l 
columns. A l l d r i v i n g and t r u c k wheels r e q u i r i n g new t i r e s were t r a n s p o r t e d to and 
from the llTheel Dept. i n the Machine Shop on s p e c i a l narrow gauge t r u c k s p r o p e l l e d 
by man power (which had to be p l e n t i f u l f o r t h i s movement i n snowy weather). 

The B o i l e r Room, which occupied what i s now the west end of the Stores B u i l d ­
i n g , was equipped w i t h a b a t t e r y of d i s c a r d e d locomotive b o i l e r s , of n e c e s s i t y 
hand f i r e d . A l l h a n d l i n g of c o a l and ashes was a l s o done by hand at t h i s time. 
The pump u n i t was l o c a t e d at the west end of the B o i l e r Room, and a 120 f t . b r i c k 
smokestack stood o u t s i d e i n f r o n t of what i s now the M e d i c a l C l i n i c . 

(Concluded next month) 

MISCELLANY 
Gone f o r e v e r i s the bridge t h a t 
c a r r i e d the Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s 
r a i l s across the Ottawa R i v e r at 
Hawkesbury, O n t a r i o . The span was 
removed by f l o a t i n g the s e c t i o n s to 
the shore on barges, and there d i s ­
mantling them. 
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^PHOTOS 

RIGHT: 
The meeting of the P a c i f i e s ! The Canadi­
an meets the Union at Lambton (West To­
ronto) roundhouse. The U.P. u n i t s are 
con f i n e d to runs out of Toronto to Wind­
sor and Mo n t r e a l , although they have 
made b r i e f e x c u r s i o n s to P o r t M c N i c o l l 
and r e t u r n . T h e i r one-note horns q u i c k l y 
i d e n t i f y them even when not v i s i b l e . 

(Photo by C.W.R. Bowman) 
BELOW: 
5703, renumbered 5700, i s seen here at Brampton s t a t i o n as i t was on i t s way to 
J o f f r e , Quebec f o r continued storage as a C.N. r e l i c . The move of the engines f o r ­
merly s t o r e d at S t r a t f o r d was n e c e s s i t a t e d by the C.N.'s s a l e of th a t p r o p e r t y to 
Cooper Bessemer L t d . ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

7253 
RIGHT: 
M.L.W.-built d i e s e l s f o r the Mexican 
N. de M. system continue to move over 
C.N. r a i l s on t h e i r way south. No. 
7253 was s p o t t e d a t Mimico on Jan. 
20th. photo by W.D. Thomson 
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COMMENT! by Peter A. Meldrum 

This month 1 am going to take a look at another f a c e t of the r a i l r o a d scene. 
We seem to have i n North America no r e a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t e f f o r t being exerted to de­
velop new equipment or new methods to improve our r a i l w a y s . There has been no 
r e a l l y new development i n our equipment or motive power i n the l a s t twenty years. 

I t seems to me t h a t the s i t u a t i o n has r e t u r n e d to a p o s i t i o n s i m i l a r to that 
which p r e v a i l e d i n the very e a r l y days of r a i l r o a d i n g on t h i s c o n t i n e n t . At t h a t 
time, a l l major ideas f o r improvement of e x i s t i n g methods and equipment came from 
Europe and now we seem to be i n t h i s p o s i t i o n . We i n North America are supposedly 
i n the f o r e f r o n t of a major t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n and yet nowhere on our r a i l 
systems i s t h i s r e a l l y n o t i c e a b l e . In f a c t , we have the r a t h e r d i s c o u r a g i n g s i g h t 
of two major U.S. roads going to a German b u i l d e r to o b t a i n d i f f e r e n t and b e t t e r 
motive power. We used to say, w i t h some j u s t i f i c a t i o n , t h a t Europe was f a r more 
conse r v a t i v e than we, but 1 t h i n k now t h a t we are the more c o n s e r v a t i v e . 

As an example, l e t us look at the l a t e s t motive power o f f e r i n g s on both s i d e s 
of the A t l a n t i c . In North America, our l a t e s t o f f e r i n g s look l i k e t h i s : horsepower 
approximately 2,500, weight about 125 tons, B-B wheel arrangement, 16 c y l i n d e r , 
low speed, pressure charged d i e s e l engine. I n Europe we f i n d : horsepowers i n the 
3,000 to 4,000 range,, weight approximately 100 tons, powered by 16 or 24 c y l i n d e r , 
pressure charged, hig h speed, l i g h t w e i g h t d i e s e l engines, w i t h e i t h e r e l e c t r i c or 
h y d r a u l i c t r a n s m i s s i o n and C-C wheel arrangement. This i n d i c a t e s , I t h i n k , t h a t we 
are s l i p p i n g behind, and that i n terms of both horsepower and weight, the b u i l d e r s 
of Europe are ahead of us. 

There are developments i n other f a c e t s of r a i l r o a d i n g which d i s p l a y our de­
p l o r a b l e l a g i n technology. At the major j u n c t i o n s i n Germany, the t r a i n sets i t s 
own route and i f the signalman should happen to have the wrong route s e t , the s y s ­
tem w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y r e s e t i t s e l f to the c o r r e c t route without human i n t e r v e n ­
t i o n , thus reducing the p o s s i b i l i t y of a c c i d e n t to a minimum. This would seem 
worthy of i n v e s t i g a t i o n by us. I f we look i n the other d i r e c t i o n , across the Pa­
c i f i c , we see t h a t the d r i v e f o r modernity i s not c o n f i n e d to Europe. Japan i s 
a l s o i n the f o r e f r o n t as i s evidenced by the new Tokyo to Osaka l i n e which i s due 
to open soon. On t h i s l i n e , the t i m e t a b l e w i l l c a l l f o r speeds i n excess of 120 
m.p.h. Is i t any wonder th a t the Japanese have the A s i a n r a i l w a y equipment market 
v i r t u a l l y to themselves? There has been of l a t e a q u i t e n o t i c e a b l e t r e n d away from 
equipment made i n North America by r a i l r o a d s i n other p a r t s of the world which I 
b e l i e v e i s due l a r g e l y to the f a c t t h a t we cannot o f f e r as much as other coun­
t r i e s . 

I t h i n k t h a t the f o r e g o i n g w i l l serve to convince the reader that we are de­
f i n i t e l y not keeping up w i t h the r e s t of the world and t h a t unless we show more 
i n i t i a t i v e , we w i l l be l e f t behind by the r a p i d changes which are t a k i n g place 
and w i l l be f o r c e d to accept a secondary p o s i t i o n , devoid of i n f l u e n c e , i n the 
r a i l w a y world of the f u t u r e . 

( E d i t o r ' s Note: The opinions expressed above do not represent those of the E d i t o r 
or the S o c i e t y . Address a l l correspondence concerning t h i s column to the author, 
Peter A. Meldrum, at Apt. 105, 16 The L i n k s Road, W i l l o w d a l e , Ontario.) 
READERS' EXCHANGE 
Members are reminded t h a t they may have i n s e r t e d any reasonable, non-commercial 
announcement i n the next a v a i l a b l e i s s u e of the Newsletter, f r e e of charge. Send 
a l l such requests f o r l i s t i n g s to the E d i t o r at 48 Woodland Park Road, Scarbor­
ough. 
WANTED: S i z e 616 or 620 negatives of M.T.C. o b s e r v a t i o n c a r s , crane car no. 8 of 
the O.R.L.&P., T.T.C. 5110-5115, 5300's, any subway work c a r s , 4398-9 w i t h the 
a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g hump on the r o o f , N.S.& T. 130 i n i t s post-1953 p a i n t scheme; by 
Rev. C.S, Black, Box 34, I l d e r t o n , O n t a r i o . 
FOR SALE: One 616 Kodamatic f o l d i n g camera, speeds T, B, 1/lOth to l / 2 0 0 t h , f 4:5 
w i t h c a r r y i n g case and shoulder s t r a p , good c o n d i t i o n , p r i c e $17.95, from R.J. 
Sandusky, R.R. 6, Brampton, Onta r i o . 
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MARCH MEETING 
The S o c i e t y meets on the t h i r d F r i d a y of each month i n Room 64 of the Royal 

Ontario Museum, B l o o r S t r e e t and Avenue Road, Toronto, commencing at 8:15 p.m. 
The next meeting w i l l be h e l d on F r i d a y , March 20tho Entertainment at t h i s 

meeting w i l l c o n s i s t of the Annual A u c t i o n of r a i l r o a d m a t e r i a l , and a l l members 
are i n v i t e d to a t t e n d . I f you have books, passes, photos, hardware or other r a i l -
r oadiana you wish to dispose o f , b r i n g i t along. Ten percent of the s a l e p r i c e of 
each a r t i c l e remains w i t h the S o c i e t y , w h i l e three percent s a l e s t a x w i l l be added 
to each s u c c e s s f u l b i d . Be sure to take advantage of t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y to add to 
your c o l l e c t i o n or t o c l e a r out s u r p l u s items. 

HAMILTON CHAPTER MEETING 
The March meeting of the Hamilton Chapter of the S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d i n the 

Board Room of the Hamilton C.N. s t a t i o n on F r i d a y , A p r i l 3rd., 
APRIL OUTDOOR MEETING 

The A p r i l f i r s t F r i d a y meeting w i l l be h e l d at the 2nd Annual Hobbies E x h i b i ­
t i o n , sponsored by the Scarborough Rotary Club, which w i l l be t a k i n g place at the 
Cedarbrae Secondary School (Markham Road, south of Lawrence Avenue Eas t ) on A p r i l 
2nd, 3rd and 4th. Of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t w i l l be the e x h i b i t s of model r a i l r o a d s of 
a l l s c a l e s , i n c l u d i n g l i v e steam, many i n o p e r a t i o n during the show. Admission i s 
500 f o r a d u l t s , 250 f o r c h i l d r e n . 

As was done l a s t year, the S o c i e t y w i l l have an e x h i b i t booth i n o p e r a t i o n 
during the show. I f any member would l i k e to help s t a f f t h i s e x h i b i t at any time 
during the three days of the show, please contact e i t h e r the S o c i e t y P r e s i d e n t , J . 
A. Brown, or the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , E.A. Jordan. 
C.B.C. PROGRAMME NOTE 

The D i a r y of the P o l a r Bear Express, a C.B.C. f i l m e d s t o r y of the Ontario 
Northland Railway's Cochrane t o Moosonee t r a i n , w i l l be shown on the C.B.C.'s 
20/20 TV s e r i e s on Sunday, A p r i l 5th, at 3:30 p.m. (Check your l o c a l l i s t i n g s 
to be sure.) 
Worth a Laugh____ Courtesy Doug. Wright and the Montreal S t a r . 

"If. not a through train to HoUywood, Marilyn . . . i f s just one of the engines they've rented to help move 
Russian grain!" 


