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On
Stations:

Ottawa

The informative article by . Purves in the Decenber NEWSIITTER promptis ons
to plead the cause of two groups of -~ people who seem 1o have been forsoiten in
these redevelopment schemes, particulariy the Ottaws project. These proups are {a)
the passengers and (b) the taxpayers. A third, and egually forgotten group might
consist of the [N, Passencer Sales Depavitment, headed by My, Purves' aabitious
colleague, Pierre Delapgrave.

Let us look first at the Ottawa project, -as we may soon be the proud posses—
sors of 4 brand-new, £5.0 million EMPTY passenger station!

The present Ottews Union Bistion {originally called the CGrand Trunk Central
station) was opened in 15907 on the site of the former Lentral Siation of the Cana-
da Atlantic Baiiwav. 1t became kuown as Uniocn Station after the old Union station
on Broad Strest was closed, althoueh both COP.R. (M, &2 0. SBubdivision) and G0 8.
{Canada Atlantic) trains stopped there envoute 1o Montreal, The station is within
ten minutes walkineg distance of the Parlioment and many other Governnent bulidines
and principal hotels, deparivent stores and business sirvectis, and is  served by
buses runping divectiy to neariy all parts of Otiaws and Huli.

There are now 15 repulariy scheduled {dnily ov excent Bundoy) traing in cach
direction at Union Station, OFf thece, four run 1o and from Montreal via Canadian
Pacific's M. B 0O, Bubdivision {iwo of these continus to Yancouver), two brs Mone
treal "Horth SBhore” traing via the lachuse Subdivision, two sre Brockville tvains
with through service to Toronto via C.N.. one is the overnipght sevvice to Toronto
via Peterborough, and the remaining Six are C.N. services fto Montreal, with three
of the latter continuing on to western Canada {including nos. 3 and 4, which are
mail and express locais i,

The fastest of these irains makes the trip from Moptreal in two hours, whils
the slowest takes thres hours and foriy minutes. The rest  range from twe hours,
ten minutes to two hours, forty minutes, which compare well with'the airline plus
limousine time of at least two and a half Dours gt four times the fare. Bus times
arg slightly longer than train Services.  bul are often subject to iraific dels
near Montreal., Faves are unsually five cents less than train fares, but a move fre-
guent serviece ds ofifsved. Montresal to Ottawa driving $time (forsetting the spesd
limits) is about two hours, but severe delays arise at busy periods:

The traffic delays at the westerlv oend of Montreal Island will be alleviaied
with the opening of the Trans-Lanada Highway 1o the Untario border, expscted late
in 1965 or early 1966, This highwsy inmprovement {(paid for out of wyour pocket) may
result in a 1% hour bus service betwsen Montreal and Ottawa. While similar train
service is possible to the new station, an inconvenient, expensive and time—cin-~
suming transfer will be necessary 1o veach downtown Ottawa.

It is geverally Xoown that the Canadian Pacitic intends io withdraw from rail
passenger service by 1987, and it seewms unlikely that C.N. will alone warrant such
an’expensive terminal, so - that we, the Canadian taxpavers, will end up footing th
whole bill for the $5.3 million white elephant,
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Out west, the Saskatoon station is already in operation, but its ‘isolated
Igcation {34 miles Tronm downtown)  will almost ceritainly result in decreased pas~

Benger patronage to thal city. 1is predecessor, opened only ip 1838, was one short
bl?ck from the main sireet and four blocks from C.N.'s Bessborough Hotel, but re-
quzyed iranscontinentai traius to make an extensive - loosy around the city. Now,
trains on the Prince Albert line must use the loop to reach the new station.













