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Have you f i n a l i z e d your v a c a t i o n plans f o r t h i s summer? Good, I hope you have 
a grand time, and i f r a i l f a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s are p a r t of your p l a n s , good hunting! 
Before you buy your t i c k e t s or l o a d up your camera though, c o n s i d e r what may be 
i n s t o r e f o r you on Canada's west coa s t . There i s r a i l r o a d i n g g a l o r e , and much of 
i t i s steam, even i n 1962! 

For a s t a r t , c o n s i d e r Vancouver. A f t e r c r o s s i n g the L i o n s Gate B r i d g e , i f you 
look i n the r i g h t p l a c e you w i l l see smoke r i s i n g from the stack of a s p i c and 
span 3-truck Shay, b u s i l y shoving hopper cars to the unloader at Vancouver Wharves 
Ltd . Her l e t t e r i n g i n d i c a t e s the name of her newest owner. Railway Appliance Re­
search L i m i t e d , and her number i s 115 (see Newsletter 195, page 41). Right next 
door i s the North Vancouver yard of P a c i f i c Great E a s t e r n , u s u a l l y good f o r sever­
a l MLW hood u n i t s and a Budd RDC or two, plus an i n t e r e s t i n g s e l e c t i o n of passen­
ger equipment gathered from a l l over the c o n t i n e n t . A t r i p over t h i s l i n e i s 
s t r o n g l y recommended, f o r i t s scenery and o p e r a t i o n must be seen to be appreciated. 
Grades, t r e s t l e s , mountain gorges, t u n n e l s , s t e e l bridges and c o n t i n u a l curvature 
make the t r i p a rewarding adventure. I f you stop at Squamish, (40 miles from Van­
couver) you can see the road's l a s t steamer. Mikado no. 160, a CLC product of 
1945, i n s t o r a g e , but s t i l l i n t a c t . 

Mayo Lumber no. 3, a Lima product of 1924 
(no. 3262), rusts in peace at P a l d i , B.C. 
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Don't go too f a r away though, f o r there i s more to cover i n the Vancouver 
area. New Westminster (14 miles to the east) i s the headquarters f o r B r i t i s h Co­
lumbia E l e c t r i c ' s ( r e c e n t l y renamed B.C. Hydro and Power A u t h o r i t y ) f r e i g h t oper­
a t i o n , handled by 14 d i e s e l s of G„M. and G.E. manufacture. W i t h i n f i v e minutes 
walking d i s t a n c e you w i l l f i n d P a c i f i c Coast Terminals, whose two 0-6-0's are 
without a doubt the best maintained and c l e a n e s t steamers i n the country. As only 
one works at a time, you w i l l see e i t h e r 4012 or 4076, depending on when you 
a r r i v e . The C.N. and C P . are very much i n evidence on the Lower Mainland, of 
course, but you must be a d i e s e l f a n to a p p r e c i a t e these roads, f o r steam packed 
up f o r good over f o u r years ago. Port Mann and Vancouver are both good spo t s , pho-
t o g r a p h i c l y , f o r such items as C.N. Geeps festooned w i t h mountain f l o o d l i g h t s , 
(for seeing around c u r v e s ) , w h i l e on the C P . , Coquitlam boasts of Trainmasters 
and t r a n s f e r engines, as w e l l as the only Baldwins on the r o s t e r . Both i t and the 
c i t y yard are v e r y good f o r camera work. Americana comes to town twice d a i l y i n 
the form of the Great Northern's I n t e r n a t i o n a l s , whose b r i l l i a n t orange and green 
l i v e r y shows up w e l l on Kodachrome I I f i l m . 

T r a c t i o n fans need not d i s p a i r f o r there i s something f o r them as w e l l ; two 
G.E. s t e e p l e cab f r e i g h t motors, f o r i n s t a n c e , BCE 960 and 961. You can always 
f i n d one or the other at work, r i g h t i n downtown Vancouver. 

Don't l e t the arrow deceive you, BCE 960 
can and does go i n both d i r e c t i o n s while 
switching in Vancouver. This engine was 
former Oregon E l e c t r i c no. 22, thus ex­
plaining i t s Alco 1912 o r i g i n (builder's 
no. 51070). 

You have as yet but s c r a t c h e d the s u r f a c e , and should continue westward to 
Vancouver I s l a n d f o r the most wonderful s i g h t s of a l l ! Presuming you have taken 
the CPR f e r r y to Nanaimo, a short seven mile d r i v e and a r i g h t t u r n at Cassidy 
w i l l b r i n g you w i t h i n s i g h t of t r a c k s . Depending on weather and timber t r a f f i c 
these t r a c k s can be q u i t e busy, and most of the t r a i n s they support w i l l be steam­
ers. This i s the Nanaimo Lakes run, operated by Comox Logging and McMillan B l o e d e l 
8c Powell R i v e r , each one sending a S t r i n g of l o g buggies up the 20-odd mile l i n e , 
l a t e r branching o f f to t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e camps to p i c k up a l o a d of the b i g s t i c k s . 
Motive power v a r i e s , and here i s what you might see: Comox Baldwin VO no. 7128, 
2-8-2 no. 11 or 2-8-2T no. 16, MB & PR 2-8-2 no. 1055 or 2-6-2 no. 1077. Comox f a ­
vours the d i e s e l , but s i n c e i t i s i n the r e g u l a r h a b i t of breaking down, the 
steamers must come to the rescue. MB & PR a l t e r n a t e s i t s power. 

This sporty P r a i r i e type, seen here at 
Nanaimo Lakes, is no. 1077 of McMillan 
Bloedel and Powell River. She was b u i l t by 
MLW in 1923 (no. 65377). Note the two gen­
erators mounted at the base of the stack. 
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I f you r e t r a c e your steps to the highway and then go south seven miles to 
Ladysmith, you w i l l f i n d Comox's shops. Whatever i s not up the l i n e w i l l be there, 
plus Shay no. 12 and 2-6-2TT (both tender and saddle tank) no. 7, both i n storage. 
E i g h t miles f a r t h e r south i s Chemainus where a very p l e a s i n g 2-6-2T can be found 
s w i t c h i n g . I t i s MB & PR no. 1044, w h i l e 2-8-2T no. 1066 i s i t s standby. 

I f you want more, another f i v e miles w i l l b r i n g you to C r o f t o n and a t i n y 
c o a l - b u r n i n g Shay s w i t c h i n g the p i e r of Osborn Bay Wharf Co. L t d . Numbered 1, she 
weighs i n a i a modest 30 tons. A l s o at C r o f t o n you w i l l f i n d Whitcomb d i e s e l no. 9 
of B r i t i s h Columbia F o r e s t Products. 

Now take time to change your f i l m s and catch a breath before i n s p e c t i n g the 
next t r e a t s i n s t o r e f o r you. Continue south (12 m i l e s ) to Duncan, then west ( l 
m i l e ) to Deerholme. M c M i l l a n and B l o e d e l Shay no. 1 i s on d i s p l a y here i n a p r i ­
v ate museum th a t operates two steamers on a narrow gauge p i k e . Deerholme i s also 
the terminus of the C.N.'s I s l a n d l i n e s , f o r which GMD-1 u n i t s 1000 to 1002 provide 
the motive power. Moving f a r t h e r west to P a l d i , the now abandoned l o g g i n g r a i l w a y 
of Mayo Lumber i s represented by a wood-burning, b a l l o o n - s t a c k e d Shay no. 3 on 
d i s p l a y . At Mesachie Lake, H i l l c r e s t Lumber uses Climax no. 10, but keeps no. 9, 
another Climax, as a standby, w h i l e at Honeymoon Bay, Western Forest I n d u s t r i e s 
has s t o r e d Shay no. 5 (they may put her on d i s p l a y ) but i s content to l e t H i l l -
c r e s t ' s famous Climaxes do t h e i r s w i t c h i n g . 

Elsewhere, a narrow gauge 0-6-OT, no. 19 of W e l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y i s on perma­
nent d i s p l a y at Nanaimo. MB & PR's nearby Harmac pulp m i l l keeps G.E. d i e s e l no. 
1012 busy, w h i l e s i s t e r no. 1011 works on more MB & PR trackage at P o r t A l b e r n i , 
the home of d i s p l a y e d Shay no. 2. F a r t h e r n o r t h , you w i l l f i n d Comox 2-6-2T no. 2 
e x h i b i t e d at Courtenay. I f you do not f e e l up to d r i v i n g t h a t f a r (70 m i l e s ) north 
of Nanaimo, then take the CPR's D a y l i n e r f o r a very r e l a x i n g and very s c e n i c t r i p 
over the Esquimalt and Nanaimo. While you are at i t , go 30 miles more to Duncan 
Bay (2 m i l e s n o r t h of Campbell R i v e r ) and examine E l k F a l l s no. 1, a two-truck 
Shay, q u i t e s m a l l but q u i t e a l i v e ! 
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Comox Logging Mikado no. 11, b u i l t by-
Baldwin in 1923 (no. 57407), steams con­
tentedly at Ladysmith, B.C. 

That j u s t about covers the s t o r y of r a i l r o a d i n g i n the southwestern corner of 
B r i t i s h Columbia, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of Canadian F o r e s t Products, whose op e r a t i o n 
away up at Englewood i s almost i n a c c e s s a b l e except by c h a r t e r e d boat or plane. 
Three m o d i f i e d GMD-SW-1200's do most of the work, but steamers 112, a 2-6-2ST and 
113, a 2-8-2, are i n standby. Such unique l o c o s as a diesel-powered Shay and C l i ­
max are a l s o to be seen here. The Vancouver Wharves Shay came from t h i s o u t f i t , 
as have a v a r i e t y of Shays and Climaxes which have been barged i n t o Vancouver f o r 
scrapping over the l a s t few y e a r s . 

In case you are wondering why Canadian C o l l i e r i e s has not been mentioned, i t 
i s because they ceased r a i l o p e r a t i o n s i n 1960, w i t h 4-6-0 no. 14 and 2-6-2T no. 
17 now r e s i d i n g i n S e a t t l e as the p r o p e r t y of the Paget Sound Railway and H i s t o r ­
i c a l S o c i e t y . 

And what about V i c t o r i a ? L i k e Vancouver, i t too i s a l l d i e s e l . The C.P. uses 
CLC h y d r a u l i c no. 13 plus s e v e r a l c o n v e n t i o n a l s w i t c h e r s . The C.N. unloads a week­
l y barge w i t h G.E. engines 4 and 3 w h i l e e x - N a t i o n a l Harbours Board G.E. no. 74 i s 
assigned to the Ogden P o i n t p i e r . 

On your way home you might detour v i a Washington and Oregon, f o r there are 
s t i l l r a i l w a y s o p e r a t i n g i n these s t a t e s which favour the many-wheeled engines 
that run by steam. They, however, are another s t o r y . 

The June meeting of the S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d on the 13th of that month i n 
Room 486, Union S t a t i o n , commencing at 8.30 pm. This w i l l be the l a s t r e g u l a r 
meeting of the c u r r e n t season, there being none d u r i n g the months of J u l y and Aug­
ust , and a l l members should make an e f f o r t to a t t e n d . There w i l l be the u s u a l en­
tertainment f o l l o w i n g the business p a r t of the meeting. 

Members are reminded that there w i l l be no F i r s t F r i d a y meetings during J u l y 
and August, the outdoor meetings f o r those months being h e l d on the t h i r d F r i d a y . 
D e t a i l s of the J u l y meeting, to be h e l d on the 20th, w i l l be i n c l u d e d i n the next 
Newsletter. 

The S o c i e t y r e g r e t s to r e p o r t the recent passing of A s s o c i a t e Member Rev. 
Donald C. Harry, l a t t e r l y of Ottawa, and p r e v i o u s l y of Toronto and Owen 
Sound. Rev. Harry, U.C.R.S. member no. 339, was w e l l known to Toronto 
r e s i d e n t members as he was a frequent attender at meetings, even during 
h i s p e r i o d of residence at Owen Sound. He was a p a r t i c u l a r devotee of the 
Canadian P a c i f i c Railway, and authored a number of a r t i c l e s on the oper­
a t i o n s of t h i s system which were pub l i s h e d i n the Owen Sound Sun - Times. 



Page 70 U.C.R .So Newsletter 

While not d i s ­
t i n c t l y Canadian, 
here i s a develop­
ment th a t may soon 
see e x p l o i t a t i o n 
here. The General E-
l e c t r i c Co. i s ex­
perimenting w i t h the 
automatic remote 
c o n t r o l of r a i l - b o r ­
ne t r a n s i t vehicles 
at t h e i r E r i e , Penn­
s y l v a n i a p l a n t . At 
present, they have 
ex - D. C. Transit 
(Washington, D. C.) 
a i r - e l e c t r i c PCC no. 
1304 o u t f i t t e d with 
a S t o n e - F a i v l e y pan­
tograph to operate 
on t h e i r e x i s t i n g 
overhead system and 

v a r i o u s p i e c e s of c o n t r o l gear mounted i n s i d e the car body to c o n t r o l i t s movement. 
1304 s t i l l c a r r i e s the grey and green c o l o u r s of the B.C. T r a n s i t and the i n t e r i o r 
of the car i s r e a sonably u n a l t e r e d , w i t h the o l d a d v e r t i s i n g cards s t i l l i n t h e i r 
u s u a l p l a c e s . There i s even a n o t i c e near the operator's seat c a u t i o n i n g passen­
gers a g a i n s t t a l k i n g w i t h the n o n - e x i s t a n t motorman! 

Equipment aboard the car performs e s s e n t i a l l y the same f u n c t i o n s as the human 
operator would i n c o n t r o l l i n g the a c c e l e r a t i n g and b r a k i n g of the c a r . While the 
operator r e c e i v e s h i s i n f o r m a t i o n to stop or s t a r t the car from l i n e s i d e s i g n a l s 
or the v i s u a l c o n d i t i o n s of the t r a c k ahead, the automatic system r e c e i v e s t h i s 
same data from s t a t i o n a r y wayside c o n t r o l boxes. The i n f o r m a t i o n i s t r a n s m i t t e d to 
the car over an i n d u c t i v e cable system l a i d p a r a l l e l to the t r a c k , the car p i c k i n g 
up the s i g n a l from the c a b l e , without touching i t , v i a pick-ups mounted on the 
t r u c k s . The wayside c o n t r o l s compare the t r a c k c o n d i t i o n s and the normal operating 
procedure at t h a t p o i n t (e.g. a c c e l e r a t e , maintain speed or brake, e t c . ) then send 
the c o n t r o l s i g n a l to the car or t r a i n . 

Even c a s u a l o b s e r v a t i o n of Toronto subway o p e r a t i n g p r a c t i c e s r e v e a l s that 
such a system might w e l l be p r a c t i c a l here. Motormen make few independent de­
c i s i o n s on the c o n t r o l of t h e i r t r a i n s , being governed e n t i r e l y by s i g n a l i n d i c a ­
t i o n s and wayside markers. Each s t a r t from a s t a t i o n i s the same; the c o n t r o l l e r 
i s q u i c k l y wound to i t s f u l l - o n p o s i t i o n ( o f t e n w h i l e the doors are s t i l l open) 
and the automatic notching-up of the c o n t r o l equipment governs the a c c e l e r a t i o n of 
the t r a i n . At a y e l l o w "0" marker, the c o n t r o l l e r i s c l o s e d and the t r a i n coasts. 
At the red numbered markers (4, 6 or 8 depending on the t r a i n l e n g t h ) the brakes 
are a p p l i e d i n f u l l s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n and the automatic l a p p i n g equipment en­
sures a smooth stop. Already then, automatic equipment does the m a j o r i t y of the 
work i n c o n t r o l l i n g the t r a i n , the operator only t r a n s l a t e s s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s or 
r e c o g n i t i o n of wayside markers i n t o car c o n t r o l changes. 

When can we expect automatic r a p i d t r a n s i t ? There are many o b j e c t i o n s to be 
overcome y e t . Present o p e r a t i n g unions would i n e v i t a b l y oppose such a scheme (as 
they have done i n New Y o r k ) , and p u b l i c confidence must be generated before the 
system would be accepted, although many s o p h i s t i c a t e d e l e v a t o r c o n t r o l systems are 
used w i t h l i t t l e thought of the many t r o u b l e s t h a t can beset them. Then too, cost 
of new c o n t r o l equipment must be weighed a g a i n s t the savings i n labour and main­
tenance costs that would be r e a l i s e d . However, maximum u t i l i z a t i o n of r a p i d t r a n ­
s i t l i n e s can only be gained through the use of the most modern equipment and pro­
cedures a v a i l a b l e , and we are bound to hear much more of such automatic c o n t r o l 
techniques i n the f u t u r e . 
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* The TTC i s g i v i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the use of cl o s e d c i r c u i t t e l e v i s i o n to 
watch passengers e n t e r i n g subway t u r n s t i l e s on the B l o o r - U n i v e r s i t y l i n e i n l i e u of 
s t a t i o n personnel. The cameras would be used i n l o n g s t a t i o n s such as St.George, 
where an operator would s i t at one end observing the screens and u s i n g a loud­
speaker system where necessary to d i r e c t passengers and reprimand would-be f a r e -
evadors. The system has a l r e a d y been t e s t e d i n the Yonge Subway and i s r e p o r t e d l y 
s u c c e s s f u l . 
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N.H.B. MONTREAL ELECTRIFICATION 
• N.H.E.. RAILWAY (ELECTRIFIED) 

I • . I I ' OTHER RAILWAY5 
• MONTREAL TRAMWAYS CO. LINES 
— — • - MONTREAL .& SOUTHERN COUNTIES RY. 
mmmm. PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES 

The Montreal Harbour Terminal Railway, operated by the Harbour Commission 
of M o n t r e a l , i s a s w i t c h i n g r a i l w a y s e r v i n g the p i e r s on the S t . Lawrence River 
below the Lachine Canal. I n 1918, the 55.35 miles of t r a c k operated by the Commis­
s i o n saw 30 t r a i n s per day, t o t a l l i n g between 1000 and 1800 c a r s , hauled by 9 
steam locomotives. However, a f t e r v i s i t s to the e l e c t r i f i e d t e r m i n a l s of New York 
and P h i l a d e l p h i a i n 1914, the Commissioners decided to e l e c t r i f y t h e i r l i n e s , but 
the e f f o r t of World War I caused them to defer t h e i r plans u n t i l a f t e r 1918. At 
t h i s time, plans were drawn up f o r a 2400 v o l t D.C. overhead pick-up system, the 
same as tha t being i n s t a l l e d by the Canadian Northern i n t h e i r Mount Royal tunnel 
p r o j e c t . 

Bids were i n v i t e d f o r the supply of the m a t e r i a l s f o r the overhead supports, 
t r o l l e y w i r e and s u b s t a t i o n equipment u n t i l June 14th, 1919, a l l o w i n g the a c t u a l 
work of e r e c t i n g the wire to commence by September of that year. Work continued 
through the w i n t e r and by s p r i n g , only the bonding of the s w i t c h p o i n t s and at 
crossovers remained to be completed before very l i m i t e d e l e c t r i c operation could 
begin. In order to make use of the equipment i n s t a l l e d , the Harbour Commission 


