
lltat endj well. 
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Then i t happened! At f i r s t , i t was almost i m p e r c e p t i b l e , but soon, the r e d u c t 
ion i n speed became obvious, and p r e s e n t l y we sighed to a h a l t i n a tree-shaded cut 
miles (so i t seemed) from c i v i l i z a t i o n . The reason f o r the h a l t was not immediately 
apparent; some suggested t h a t t h i s was as f a r as we were going to go, while others 
maintained t h a t we had run out of power. I n c r e d i b l e as i t may seem, the yard f o r e 
man announced t h a t indeed we had l o s t our power, and that we had best w a i t u n t i l i t 
came on again. (Apparently, such i n t e r u p t i o n s are not e n t i r e l y uncommon on s m a l l e r 
e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y s ; when i t happens, one simply waits u n t i l the attendent at the 
s u b s t a t i o n throws the o f f e n d i n g breaker i n , thus r e s t o r i n g s e r v i c e . ) 

Everyone took t h i s unexpected stop goodnaturedly, and before long the l o c o 
motive was f u l l of amateur engineers, w h i l e others gathered on the t r a c k to hear 
anecdotes from the bygone days of the O.R. r e l a t e d by the yard foreman. One s a f e t y 
concious member took the p r e c a u t i o n of d i s p l a y i n g a l i g h t e d red fusee some d i s 
tance to the south, l e s t we be overtaken, but goodness knows by what! 

A f t e r a f u l l hour had elapsed, the crew became n o t i c e a b l y a g i t a t e d , and a 
brakeraan was dispatched across the f i e l d s i n search of a telephone. He r e t u r n e d 
w i t h grim news; a high l o a d i n a f r e i g h t t r a i n 
main l i n e had hauled down the overhead at the 

passing through Oshawa on the C.N. 
crossover west of the s t a t i o n . The 

r e s u l t i n g short c i r c u i t had e v i d e n t l y damaged the s u b s t a t i o n so that we would pro
bably be without power f o r some time. We were marooned! flowever, he added that a 
(and we shuddered to t h i n k of the ignominy of i t ) DIESEL was being sent to our 
rescue. 



Page 96 U.C.R.S. Newsletter 

Always r e s o u r c e f u l , UCRS members s e t t l e d down to await the d i e s e l . Already, 
the prophets of doom were muttering d a r k l y about t h i s e x c u r s i o n being another UCRS 
" l a s t " (as on the C P . E l e c t r i c L i n e s ) . Other, l e s s impressionable types busied 
themselves p l a y i n g cribbage or r e a d i n g o b j e c t i o n a b l e l i t e r a t u r e found i n the ca
boose. A panel d i s c u s s i o n on buses (not dependent on e l e c t r i c power) over e l e c t r i c 
cars was i n s t i g a t e d on the p i l o t beam of no. 16. N a t u r a l l y , t h i s aroused the i r e 
of the t r o l l e y types, who q u i c k l y organised a " n e c k t i e p a r t y " f o r the h e r e t i c s , 
using 16's t r o l l e y rope f o r a noose. Only the horn of our approaching d i e s e l saved 
the bus fans from an e a r l y doom. 

The d i e s e l turned out to be GMD s w i t c h e r 7178, kept at Oshawa to s w i t c h (nat
u r a l l y ) the General Motors more s o u t h e r l y p l a n t s . I t was given a mixed rec e p t i o n 
by the UCRS group, but someone ventured that we had never been more gl a d to see a 
d i e s e l i n a l l our l i v e s - and he was probably r i g h t . In a no-nonsense manner, 7178 
was coupled to 16, and we bagan once again r o l l i n g towards North Oshawa. The re
maining a i r i n 16's r e s e r v o i r s was employed by the amateur engineers to augment 
7178's b e l l and horn warnings, w i t h the o v e r a l l cacaphony being nothing short of 
e a r - s p l i t t i n g . 

At our f i n a l d e s t i n a t i o n , a lumber yard i n North Oshawa (the p r o p r i e t o r of 
which was r a t h e r s t a r t l e d to have t h i s load of people, r a t h e r than wood d e l i v e r e d ) 
we were t r e a t e d to the execution of a s w i t c h i n g manoeuvre u s u a l l y reserved f o r 
f r e i g h t equipment, a f l y i n g s w i t c h . The purpose of t h i s was to place 7178 at the 
north end of the t r a i n so t h a t our run-pasts c o u l d be h e l d on the southbound t r i p , 
as planned. We had asked f o r run-pasts, and by George, a l i t t l e t h i n g l i k e a power 
f a i l u r e was not going to stop the Oshawa Railway from g i v i n g us the run-pasts! 
A f t e r some d i f f i c u l t y , i . e . three f a l s e s t a r t s , the f l y i n g s w i t c h was s u c c e s s f u l l y 
c a r r i e d o f f , and we set out f o r the f i r s t run-past. J u s t how t h i s would be man
aged, however, remained to be seen. 

At the a p p r o p r i a t e spot (chosen on the way n o r t h ) , we d e t r a i n e d en masse, and 
7178 dragged the t r a i n and the h e l p l e s s 16 back up the l i n e . P r e s e n t l y , someone 
detected movement to the n o r t h , and l o , along r o l l e d 16 w i t h our gon and van, pole 
up, w h i s t l e blowing and crew waving; i t was doing e v e r y t h i n g but making smoke 
( u s u a l l y a prime requirement f o r a good r u n - p a s t ) , and 7178 was nowhere to be seen. 
Furthermore, t h i s remarkable example of showmanship was repeated f a r t h e r south, 
with the r e s u l t that a l l had e x c e l l e n t photo o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n s p i t e of the seem
i n g l y hopeless s i t u a t i o n an hour ago. 

By now, we were nearing the shops once a g a i n , and i n view of the hour (10 min
utes before the a r r i v a l of no. 5 i n Oshawa), i t was decided to make a f a s t run 
back to the main l i n e . At the shop, 7178 ran around the t r a i n , and w i t h great d i s 
patch, we were h u r r i e d o f f to our connection w i t h no. 5. iVe a r r i v e d at the s t a t i o n 
w i t h j u s t enough time to survey the damage to the overhead (and i t was c o n s i d e r 
a b l e ) before we clambered aboard another " p r i v a t e " coach f o r the r e t u r n t r i p to 
Toronto. 
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Thus concluded an unusual, yet most enjoyable experience. I t c e r t a i n l y ap
peared that no one was disappointed, and c r e d i t must c e r t a i n l y be given to the em
ployees of the O.R. who went out of t h e i r way to ensure that t h i s was so. Our spe
c i a l thanks go to Mr. Smyth, who made the whole idea of such a t r i p become a r e a l 
i t y , and at no cost to the Society. Someone s a i d that t h i s t r i p ranks among the 
Society's f i n e s t - t h i s w r i t e r wholeheartedly agrees! 
Footnote: For anxious readers who might be wondering, r e p a i r s were made to the 
substation, and e l e c t r i c operation has been resumed on the Oshawa Railway. Over
head at the s t a t i o n has not, however, been replaced, and e l e c t r i c engines must be 
hauled by a d i e s e l across the C.N. main l i n e to resume t h e i r switching chores on the 
south part of the l i n e on Simcoe S t r e e t . 
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6167 i s admired from above as w e l l 
Photo by W i l l i a m Hood. below during the water stop 

at Hamilton S t a t i o n . 

On Sunday, J u l y 15, i n n e a r - p e r f e c t weather, approximately 580 persons f i l l e d 
15 cars behind Northern 6167 to enjoy another h i g h l y - s u c c e s s f u l e x c u r s i o n sponsor
ed by the Canadian N a t i o n a l Railways. Run again i n co-operation w i t h the Upper 
Canada Railway S o c i e t y , the t r i p was a repeat of the we11-patronized March 4th ex- ' 
cursion to Niagara F a l l s , O n t a r i o . i 

A f t e r l e a v i n g Toronto Union, stops were made at Sunnyside and O a k v i l l e to en- ' 
t r a i n more passengers. At Hamilton, i n a d d i t i o n to p i c k i n g up more passengers, the ' 
engine was watered, g i v i n g everyone a chance to i n s p e c t 6167 and to r e c o r d the ac- ' 
t i v i t i e s on f i l m . The engine s e r v i c i n g f i n i s h e d , the e x c u r s i o n i s t s boarded the « i 
t r a i n and a f a s t run was made to the s i t e of the f i r s t r u n-past, a l e v e l , open > 
area near Grimsby which gave the camera fans an ample o p p o r t u n i t y to photograph , 
the t r a i n at h i g h speed. The second run-past was a t the h i g h s t e e l t r e s t l e over 20 ^ 
Mile Creek a t Jordan S t a t i o n , the s i t e of one of the run-pasts on the March 4th 
t r i p . Here, as b e f o r e , the o l d bridge abutments a f f o r d e d an e x c e l l e n t vantage 
point to photograph 6167 i n a c t i o n . ; 

In between ru n - p a s t s , the in n e r man was f o r t i f i e d i n the w e l l - s t o c k e d Cafe- j 
t e r i a c a r , and c r e d i t must be given here to the hardy s o u l s who looked a f t e r the i 
needs of the passengers i n such a c h e e r f u l and f r i e n d l y manner. | 

At Niagara F a l l s , the t r a i n was met by a l a r g e number of buses to teike the j 
e x c u r s i o n i s t s to Table Rock and the b r i n k of the Canadian F a l l s , w h i l e the t r a i n i 
i t s e l f was remarshalled and 6167 r e f u e l e d and watered. For those who d i d not make i 
the t r i p to the F a l l s , there were ample s u b j e c t s f o r photography i n the ya r d ; i 
RDC's being made ready f o r t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e t r i p s to Toronto and to Dundas, and i 
i d l e road-switchers and yard s w i t c h e r s s i t t i n g on the shed t r a c k s , not to mention, 1 
of course, our t r u s t y Northern being r e a d i e d f o r the r e t u r n journey. 

At 6.45 pm., when the passengers had re t u r n e d i n the s p e c i a l buses, the t r a i n 
was backed onto the W h i r l p o o l Rapids Bridge f o r a 10-minute view of the Niagara 
Gorge. F o l l o w i n g departure at 7.00, a f a s t run was made to Hamilton where a f u r 
ther stop was made f o r water. Our a r r i v a l a t Toronto was a very pleasant "on 
time". 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note at t h i s time t h a t one of the coaches i n c l u d e d i n 
the c o n s i s t of the t r a i n on t h i s t r i p was no. 5515, which was one of the three 
cars p a i n t e d i n the experimental blue and l i g h t grey l i v e r y the CN t r i e d out 
before adopting the present b l a c k and white c o l o u r s as standard. Needless to say, 
t h i s c a r a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n . I | 

The S o c i e t y , of course, wishes the CN every success i n the o p e r a t i o n of these 
excursions, and s i n c e r e l y hopes th a t such t r i p s w i l l be made as long as there i s 
an engine a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s purpose. 

II 
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Rapid Transit Progress 
E i g h t y members and guests of 

the S o c i e t y were on hand at the Bed
f o r d Road entrance to S t . George 
subway s t a t i o n by 8:00 pm. on the 
r a i n y evening of J u l y 20th f o r a 
conducted t o u r of the n e a r l y com
p l e t e d U n i v e r s i t y Avenue subway l i n e . 
R epresentatives of the TTC s p l i t the 
p a r t y i n t o three groups which were 
taken i n t u r n i n t o the s t r u c t u r e at 
S t . George s t a t i o n and thence 
through the subway to S t . Andrew 
s t a t i o n ( K i n g S t r e e t ) . Permanent 
l i g h t i n g had yet to be i n s t a l l e d i n 
many s e c t i o n s and the use of f l a s h 
l i g h t s was n e c e s s a r i l y r e s o r t e d t o 
at frequent i n t e r v a l s . In s p i t e of 
t h i s , and the wet c o n d i t i o n of the 
f l o o r i n some areas, the w a l k i n g 
t o u r was completed without mishap 
and was g r e a t l y enjoyed by a l l p r e s 
ent. 

Track f o r the U n i v e r s i t y Ave
nue o p e r a t i o n i s now complete and a 
diagram of the l a y o u t i s shown on 
the r i g h t . The two s e c t i o n s of t h i r d 
t r a c k i n the Osgoode - Union S t a t i o n 
areas w i l l permit the storage of ex
t r a t r a i n s f o r heavy l o a d i n g s i t u a 
t i o n s , or t o t u r n t r a i n s back i n 
t h i s v i c i n i t y should the t r a f f i c 
p a t t e r n i n d i c a t e the d e s i r a b i l i t y of 
t h i s at a l a t e r date. Emergency 
crossovers have not been i n s t a l l e d 
on the new l i n e auid the only s c i s 
sors c r o s s o v e r i s on the curve j u s t 
east of S t . George s t a t i o n , to be 
used i n r e g u l a r dead-end o p e r a t i o n . 
Switches have been i n s t a l l e d f o r the 
curves on the east l e g of the B l o o r 
U n i v e r s i t y wye. 

Members were a f f o r d e d a f i r s t 
l o o k at the two "tube" s t a t i o n s . 
Queen's Park and S t . P a t r i c k . The 
l a t t e r s t a t i o n i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y f i n 
i s h e d , i n a two-tone green m o t i f , 
but at Queen's Park the p a r t y was 
able to see workmen i n s t a l l i n g the 
s p e c i a l curved metal p l a t e s which 
take the plac e of t i l e s i n these 
s t a t i o n s . Also noted was the new 
t i l e used i n the other c o n v e n t i o n a l 
s t a t i o n s ; i t i s of s m a l l e r u n i t s i z e 
and more r e c t a n g u l a r i n shape than 
the g l a s s t i l e s f a m i l i a r i n the 
Yonge subway. 

The unusual clearance t e s t c a r , 
co n s t r u c t e d t o the dimensions of 
the new 5300 s e r i e s cars was found 
on the stub s e c t i o n of t r a c k on the 
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