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THE LAST BI:IOAD GAUGE 

The "Ottawa " i n i t s declining yea r s . vlhen scrapped 
i n 1914, a t the age of fift y-eight , i t carried t he 
di stinction of be i ng Canada' s l a s t 'Birkenhead'. 

by Robert R. Brown  
Sinc e t he dawn of Canad i an history t he Ot t awa 

Rive r has been one of t he principa l highway s to 
t he i nt er ior . The ea rly fu r traders fo und it a 
conven i ent and re lativel y ea sy rout e to the f a r 
Nor t hwes t ; la te r, fo r many years during the Nin e-
teenth Cen t ur y , gr eat r a f t s of timbe r were f loate d 
do wn the rive r des tined fo r t he coves a t Quebec, 
and expo rt t o England . Regul a r passenger s ervice 
be ga n i n 1841 when H.& S. Jones or gani zed a steam-
bo at line wh ich i n t i me became known a s t he Ot t a wa 
Steame r s Company . Event ually , i t was r e placed by 
the Ot t awa Ri ver Naviga t ion Company , organi ze d by 
Capta i n R. W. Shepherd . 

Wh i l e there were long stre t ches of calm wat er 
i n the Ot t awa Riv er , nav igat ion was impeded by 
r a pids a t St e . Anne de Bel l evue and at Vaudr eu i l , 
a nd by a s eries of r a pids extending a bou t twe lve 
mi les from Ca r i l l on t o Grenvi l l e . The old l ocks 
between those poi nts were i nt ended f or ba rges an d 
t hey wer e t oo sma l l to accomodat e t he l a rge 
steamboats whi ch t hen oper ated a bove and be low t he 
r a pids . Cons equent ly , passengers f rom Mont r ea l to 
Bytown had to t ake one s t eamer f r om Lach i ne t o 
Ca r i l l on , cros s the portage in a s tage coa ch over 
exe cr a bl e r oads, and then take anothe r s t eamer 
f r om Grenvi lle to Bytown . 

Even before ther e wa s a regular steamboa t 
s ervi ce, t her e was talk of bu i ld ing a por tage 
railway and, on July 26 , 1840 a char te r was grant -
ed t o the Upper and Lower Ot tawa Railway . This 
chart er l apsed and s ev en yea rs later, on June 24, 
1847 , the Car i l lon & Gr enville Railway was cha rt -
e red but i t, t oo , fai l ed to mate r i alize . Then , a 
mo r e ambitious pr oj ect dev eloped . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he mi ds t of a ra i l way man i a and the 
n ews pa per s were f illed with d i scus s ions , mos tly by 
pe ople who knew litt le or nothing ab out railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawr en ce & Atlant -
i c ) was nearly half f in i s hed an d publ ic a ttention 
wa s f ocussed on a pr opos ed l i ne whi ch was to r un 
we s tward f r om Mont r ea l t o t he navigable waters of 
Lake Ont ar i o and to servi ce t he many t owns in Can -
a da West (Ontar io) . The proposed "grand trunk " 
line was to f ollow the Sa int Lawrence River from 
Mo nt real to King ston an d eventually to Tor onto . 
Ma ny Canadi ans , r emembering 1812-14 , tho ught t hat 
t h i s r oute woul d be t oo vu lne r able in cas e of hos -
t i l it i es wi t h the United States and that it woul d 
b e much sa f er t o ha ve the r ai lway locat ed up t he 
Ot t awa vall ey t o Byt own, and then parallel t he 
Rideau Canal t o Kings t on . 

When i t lias Lea r-ned de f i ni tely ' ) 1'1 r the Grand 
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The "Ottawa" in its declining years. \'lhen scrapped 
in 1914, a t the age of fift y- eight, it carried the 
distinction of being Canada's last 'Birkenhead'. 

by Robert R. Brown 

Since the dawn of Canadian histo r y the Ottawa 
Rive r ha s been one of the principal highways to 
the interior. The early fur t rade r s found it a 
conven ient and relatively easy route to the far 
Northwest ; later, fo r many years during the Nine
teenth Century, gr eat rafts of timbe r were f l oate d 
down the river destined fo r the cove s a t Quebec, 
and export to England . Regular passenger servi ce 
began in 1841 when H. & S . Jones or ganized a steam
boat line which in t ime became known as the Ottawa 
Steamers Company . Eventually, it was replaced by 
the Ottawa River Navigation Company , organ ized by 
Captain R. W. Shepherd . 

While there were long stretches of calm water 
i n the Ottawa River , navigation was impeded by 
rapids at Ste . Anne de Bellevue and at Vaudreuil, 
and by a series of rapids extending about twelve 
miles from Carillon to Grenville . The old locks 
between those po ints were intended for barges and 
they were too small to accomodate the large 
steamboats which then operated a bove and below the 
rapids . Consequent l y , passengers from Montreal to 
By town had to take one s teamer from Lachine to 
Cari llon, cross the por age in a stagecoach over 
exec r able r oads , and then take another steamer 
from Grenv ill e to By town . 

Even before there was a regular steamboat 
service, there was talk of building a portage 
railway and , on July 26, 1840 a charter was grant 
ed to the Upper and Lower Ottawa Railway. This 
charter l a psed and seven years later, on June 24, 
1847, the Carillon & Grenville Railway was char t 
e r ed but it, too , failed to materialize . Then , a 
more ambitious project developed . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he midst of a ra ilwa y mania and the 
newspa pers we re filled with di scussions, mostly by 
people who knew little or nothing about railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawrence & At lant
ic ) was nearly ha lf finished and public attention 
was focussed on a pr opo sed line which was to r un 
westward f rom Montreal to the navigable waters of 
La ke Ontario and to service the many towns in Can
ada West (Ontario). The proposed "grand trunk" 
line was to follow the Saint Lawrence River from 
Montreal to Kingston and eventually to Toronto . 
Many Canadians, remembering 1812- 14 , thought that 
th is route would be too vulnerable in case of hos 
tilities with the United States and that it would 
be much safer to have the railway located up the 
Ottawa valley to By town , and then parallel the 
Rideau Canal to Kingston . 

Wh en it lias lear:1ed definitely ;, f-i3T. the Grand 
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    had decide d to follow the r i ver rout e , an influentia l 
(     of' d on t r ea l e r s and r o s i J e nt s of the Ottawa valley organ ized 

a    sys t ern of railways t o be k nown as the "Cr-ea t I·lontreal 
::. _":) l.) tl:; 3. VJa Val l ey Tr-unk Lf.ri e " I t was t o comprise th e "lont.r-eaL 

 :.f t. cvm .ca i. Lv.ay , the Brockville and Ot tawa    a nd , to tap 
t h e 1"0 s ou.r ce s of t he u ppe r Ot.t a wa va l l ey, t here was t o be a bra nch 
lin e opera t ed by the Byt.ovrn &, Pembr-ok e Ra i lway . 

I t was to h a ve b e en a v e r y styl i s h affair, t oo . Li k e the 
   Ca nt e r bury &   Ra i lway in Eugl and , the d i rect or s 

   that a co uple of tunne ls wou l d make the ir line mu ch more 
   a nd s o they decided t o ha v e one i n Mont r ea l , and an-

  in Bro ckv i l l e -- u t t erly unn e ce s s ary and expe nsive to build 
' ) :_Lt the directors were l i k e children warit i.ng a new toy , t h ey j ust 
' . •e1. t.o hav e t h e.ir tunnels . Th e one i n Br o ckv i l le was bu ilt a nd it 

     u s ed o c ca s i onally but fo rtunate l y t he one in Montrea l n eve r 
urt or i  a l Lze d . 

By the t e r ms of t h e charter,    in Augus t 1853, t h e Mon-
troal & Byt own Ra ilway was to start f rom a st a tion in Mont rea l i n 
Commi s s i one r s Street , A.t t h e foo t o f J a cqu e s Cartie r Squa r-e ; then 
g o t hro ug h a t unne l un der Notre Dame Stree t and then e a s t of, a nd 
pa r-a l Le L to, Saint Denis Str r:; et , to the "Ba ck Ri ve I'll . Cr oss i ng th e 
river a bou t f ive hundred f e et eas t of Vinet's Bridg e (Pont Viau) 
i t wou ld then pas s through 3a int Ma r t i n , Sa i nt Eustache, Belle Ri v -
i.e r e , 3a i n t Andrews, Carill on , Gr enville and HUll, finally cro s sing 
the Ottawa River j ust a bove t he Chaud iere Fal ls . At t hi s point it 
vrcuLd e f'f' e ct. a j unct ion with t he Bro ckville & Ottawa Ra i lway in t he 
v i Llage of Byt own , who re Broad Street sta t ion was buil t a f ew year s 

  In a ddi t i on to the 2 a i n lin e, t h ere wer e t o b e two ch ea ply-
c o ns t r u cted br anch lin e s wi th wood and s t rap iron r ails f r om Be l le 
Riv iere to Saint J erome and to La chut e. 

Ca n a da  j ust complet ed a vast ne t work of canals a t a cost 
of about      an e no r mou s s um f or a n i mpecunious provinc e. 
The :ce vms pract ically no v enture capital available in the coun t r y. 
Con,'3 8qt:en t l y ] t he Compa ny had. to submi t to the common but very 

     t ous pr-ac t i IZ e , whe r eby the contr a ctor , usuall y a trans - At 1. 2..n -
Lie   or a s outher n ent repr eneu r , not only buil t the r &i l -
vr.v y , bu t a l so found t h e nec e s s ary capi tal , u sual l y t hrough t h e s a Le 
<<' l,) ()rl-':' s i s s u ed by the r a ilwa y Company . A contractor who coul d 
;1 ' ; ': [1?J : e a profit a t l ea s t f our way s on such a deal wa s a dul.La r d 

      

 1853, J &mes 3yk es , of Sh effield , ca me ou t t o Can&da a nd , on 
; '-:;: :C]c r 7th , s ifn ed . a cont r a ct    t he r'10ntrea l      Ra i l '·';s y . 

I ... ':' • •  ':,'::; co ntra ct ed wi.t.h the Br-o ckv i Ll,o & u t t awa ltD.. l l wa y e n d t he 
     Andrews & Qu e b e c Ea i l way , dOv'J11 i n New Br un swi ck , cau s i n g one 

_ r . mnd e r if he had    of a trunk l i n e f rom t he Bay of Fundy 
 the Grea t La k e s. Qu ien s a b e ? Th ese cont ra cts wer e ma de unde r 

·· t e name J ame s J yke s & Compa ny but h e soo n fo rmed a pa r t n e r s h i p 
. v: -':: 11 h i s br-o t.h e r s \;Ji l l i r m a nd 3amu e l and with Charl e s d e Ber'xuo , of 

   and s ubs e qu e nt ly carried on bus iness unde r the   
:ykcs ) de 3ergue &:.. Company , which Lat. e r caus ed s ome confus ion . J ames 

  wa s a n expe r i enc ed 8n[ i ne e r and cont ra ctor , h is brothers were 
com pet ent fi ela superint e nde nts and DeBergu e was the f i nanc i al 

   of the f i rm . 

( 
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T:Tnk it2i l'\o\I-ay had. decide d. to follow the river i'oute, an influential 
,?:TO ' ~p of' dontrealers and resiuents of the Ottawa va.lley orga nized 
a p::.~ o jectecl sy ,stern of railway.:3 to be known as the lIGr eat i-1ontreal 
:0. _':1 /')t':;3.~va Valley Trunk Lino i1. It was to comprise the :lontreal 
[~ :,;yt c,wn ~-(a. ihiay, the Brockville and Ottawa :laihmy , and, to tap 
tr.e re sou.rc es of the upper (jtta~'Ia valley , there was to be a branch 
line o perat ed by the Bytovm &, Pc~mbroke Railway. 

It was to have been a very stylish affair, too. Like the 
e~rli er Canterbury & ~Jh itstable Railway in EUgland, the directors 
'~e lieved that a couple of tunnels would make their line much more 
i~terG sting a nd so they decided to have one in Montreal, and an
:) ~her in Brockville -- utterly unnecessary and expens ive to build 
');_Lt the dj_rectors were like children want ing a new toy, they just 
" (~ ''::' 0 have th2ir tunnels. The one in Bro ckville was built and it 
.. :i'-still used occasionally but fortunately the one in Montreal nt~ver 

Ll. "). terial iz e d. 

By the terms of the charter, g~anted in Augus t 1853, the Mon
-::: :-coal & By town Hailway ""vas to start from a station in Hontreal in 
Commissioners Stree t, n.t the foot of J acques Cartier Squa:t~e; then 
go through a tunne l unde r iJotre Dame Street and then east of, and 
purallel to, Saint Denis Strr:;et , to the I1Ba ck River!!. Crossing the 
rive r about five hundre d feet eas t of Vinet's Bridge (Pont Viau) 
it VJould then pass through J a int Martin, Saint Eustache, Belle Riv
j. e re, 3aint Andrews, Carillon, Gr enville and Hull, finally crossing 
the Ottawa River just a bove the Chaudiere Falls. At this point it 
\"ic-ul rl e i'f l, ct a junction with the Brockville & Ottawa Railway in the 
v'U lage of By town , where Broa d Street station was built a few years 
l Q~H~. In addition to the 2ain line, there wer e to be two ch ea ply
construct ed bra nch lines with wood and strap iron rails from Belle 
Riv i ere to Saint J e rome and to Lachutc. 

Canada h c:.!.d just complet ed a vast network of canals at a cost 
of about ~)200 ,OOO,OOO, an enormous sum for an impecunious province. 
TileY'e vms pr'actica lly no v enture capital available in the country . 
Con,;oqL:e ntly) the Company had. to submit to the common but v e ry 
irl ~:'::;'_c i tous p::.~a cti IZ e , wher e by the contr actor, usua lly a trans-At 1 2..n
Li e t~nnsient or a southern entr e preneur, not only built the r~il
Vi<'~ y, but also found the necessary capital, usually through the sC1 J..e 
<<' l.) ()n~s i ssued by the railway Company. A contractor who could 
;1';': f.1?J:e a profit at l east f our ways on such a deal was a dullard 
~ . · \ ~~ i.":c ..:l . 

I~ l S5 ), J&mes Syk e s, of Sheffield, came out to Canada and, on 
; '-~;;::(]c r 7th. s ie-ned a contra ct with the Bontreel & Byto'V'm Ra i 1 1 ·'~sy . 

I 1:-. 

' ... ':'.~ ':,,J contracted with the Bro ckville & u t t awa ilnilway c~nd the 
>'_~'l ~ Andrews &, Qu e b e c Hailway , d01/m in I'Je"l;J Brunswick, causing one 
_r \mnde r if he had visi~ns of a trunk line f rom the Bay of Fundy 
~~ the Grea t Lake s. Qui en sabe ? Thes e contracts wer e made unde r 
··tG name J a mes J yke s & Company but he soon formed a pa rtne rship 
. i~_ "'::,11 h is brothors \;Jilli"ill and ,samu e l and with Charles deBe r g uc , of 
l~ncha ster , and subse que nt ly ca rried on business under th e name 
~y;:-(;3) de3er gue &:., Company , which lat e r ca us ed some confusion. J ames 
0y~83 was a n experienced encinee r and cont r actor , his brothe rs were 
competent fiela superint endents and DeBergue was the financial 
b ~ ck er of the firm . 
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   ; v; r·. " r 1-··, J 8' C:; /   C, ,1 r. , , .. j- t "1', ,.,.1" j t  .., ' " ,.., 
. _ _, ..  ,d ' .L1·r CC,.L.Jc; r , " ....     0.J ..'."lr S vv,;:; n .J 0 E..J "1 r:._c,n 0 J .. ..  

"   »:,' t h e s ..    corrtrclc t s h e h C'l d i n p r oGr e s s . Eis n i::;s i r: 'l 
r . .. " I " ].-..  ... " .• C'" ,,,..-',, : '" +-h e '  r1C1' "'l ,.., l ,", Y' l'Y' r r '' , f''  j SD  ' .J- h ,-' .. , ' -, ) _ -"' . '_ " J.1 0 J. i"'" _l ... •     l./ U      .. \. ..l C:L _,.. l  \ ..J.... -... ,. oJ. t;., ll'l IJ C \.  (;'...   I) .. i . !l. .I J-

. , ", : .: co ' " ,l 'r'! ', r': .l. r: ') "'00 ' 1','; 1 h "" \ b ·' ., ,,', (: ' b t h" '- c, ... ·I:' £'" .;' , .,.• • l ..::,       L..) \ , oJ    " u een I   y ) co , '. _ , .; C ." 
.. ' )     !'.l :)Ll '(,:;:" _e l h }i y-c, ()\;,m :·Lc:. i l v.!cl.y 2nd t ll i3 r:'lo ne y W33     
,' , , 'c ·; tc l' y 01 tt ;-:tL'ndi;:1 [ ;:'>, c co u n t s d.n d t o pC1. y off       
i'- ..: ..   ..... ly ,   OCCI.l::::':",ccl Ol':'C; o f tho s e d isEJst s Y's whi ch ('h ,ln?.-; 
.J- " ,." ""1 ",', o J:>        ')o r t1'>J1u.] c,   - ,,,, ,,, .<:1  N", 'inc  L .v _ . ... __ ...../ v...... ...) '-' .L.  1 ...1.. .J v .... J ' ......  '._ _ l _ 1 . _ Ci.. - , - r::L ..... , ....... _ \ ...  V\...A.  _,." .. __ .•  

( 

- 3-

IJ'o SUnT tj YS h .'d y e t bf.)e n G1Rcle and eX2ct d i st3.nces \t!e~rr; not 
1/ ~~., .. "" ~'I' " >v 1"0' , t o' -r -"" 0.(.' +- 11", c.:.'J)1·i-~··")I't ~vl!"(~'- ui o J 'O" ~ r'l1" [. '"' 0 . ~' . ..... v " J . " ,~ • •. _0 ..!... ~j.l v , _ _ .. J .. u ...... , ..., \. , 0 , J t ~ 1. t ........ 1'"..... .J "-- J ? 

.. ·. r, . _,.'(": ,T .·, .(.'" -,, ~l r, r'l' ~ · ·- or ~~ l' ll ll'O :" "[lC! 2 ':' 1 l" '; ,c'~ C){' .j-., ' ;o r," .. T."' ! _ " _.~...- ) __ ..J .... /.... .. v ~ .' ! ..1.,-,0 __ 1;J. • • 1. ....... ..... ,_.... • . .j .1.- ......... 0 ..L W . ...... -\. • • v, :J. 

,. _., .,'- ,·· r.--;- .·; ()(),-) sr ... .'c·,-.'·) -;T1 i'h O " " T" 'nt of th ~) I" () ~l'}'" p-rc r·('J i.n r--
'. • _ c... I " 'J _ '--- j > ., _ . .......... ...1- ) t J. <oJ ... " \, ~ .,J ......, ~ 'J .. \.. ~. .J •• :: 

{-

" 
. . : .... ,~.:; ': l.··:"~'~(-:;'; J:l1/:,·tLc;; t]·,c:' t;--~ ;.:: CO:'lt r ac tor 3 Houl d Y' llC'-..i· ·;c; 

." j :"'-'.- . , ;) ·.c .:' ~1::.L? C-:-.· (-,- X~>:~·::;;3 OL 'c,.i;e ma in line , arld .2l, ~()O 3tp.: ., 
i·'· :':'·-::~ " ;L ,-,.,.:.r'· l C'1 : +',:~ (\ f~r:·,jT.:2.V . S'l~) S(~(; u c' nt surV(--; j S s h e vv e:d 
t. c .. :'· "- '.' :: ,"";'." '.--: 1(.· ,···)'",_· ··· ··f '<-' 1"" " " " ' ~ " l l"i ne· ."'11"[' '0 ·---' J1.C-'.). 'T" ll'l c's rfl',r'in 0' "I ~ J • • ,/ ~. _ " .., ...... . _ _ ••• _ ...... . i t :....I .... u_ . J _ _ ,' _.J.". _ _ _ _1 v..L.L '-" ._.) ~ . . I , !-~. .L...a. 5 

c: ::;t:: ·,.~v ,'t;),-::: r' f (~"l :;:~ ~ ':;3 i.., 'c ;~~6 , 3GO or a t,o t J. l , i nc J_U\:'. ing the tr2lnvn ys 
O £ \ .:,' ,.:~ .:. ,--; : - ; I !:,. 1"'; " .~ .... , t: ( ',( \ 'u' . -, : . ... . , IT .(">1"') ... ." !- 1. . . ,- .'.' - ... \ .- t r .,.'" 'J J 

-- ""'--_. , .~ (r' .... . Cj ' \..."~ : _j _"'j • • _.J/ " Ll·. UCL.ll.l (:. 1. •. c·", 'Jul_,', ," /. ,(0 CC " ,)1. ,-

i? ::_~; ( :~ ( I '~ .... , ::~: r~~,~. <' .c. ~.l~ .',~ ~ .. : ~:('?" ~.~:, :1 ~ _~ 8 ~ _ c; [(':J C:: .!:;8 5 L~~:; r- of') ~~'':W~ j, : * 5~ . 
1 I" , ' .. L·! __ I _ .. , } ) _, ___ ,, ___ 1, J _ _ L • • · __ O_L } , dt ,l..nt, .. of ,,-, ,) , 7,,)0 ( .. "jt:.. , /lU) 
r" '-" I'; " :- ':: ,. '::: n',:: ' -:: :j;:-·~.:;_"~_c~: rj 2:'·5 1[;(;;1"('; to r ccei·:·c; some c <l::ih , J.flproxLJ!'"{te -
" -",-, .\ . ).r .• ., 1 . t ' . ,r.} 
___ '.r ·.> .L~·\",V.u ;::,'-::: .• , IC:' v;t ·..; Lic,L_:'-:nCt-; , WE.: rC JO r,3 CCJY8 tv·re nty·"yoar 0 :.) 

C'I['l C,::) ~~;:'; :~1. ;. (-::.J. t! ::;:1(:; ri:': ~l "' ;F:.y COIilrcmy . TrIe C'1 [it.re ctors solei. thes ,:; 
C '):,c' ::; III - -":J.rL~ll\.l a:3') fo:.2t t:"l(:; '{ cO'J.ld ,~nd the sLl.bssquGnt lo s s 01' tl1C 
?l',)~k/ , rL:-. ; t ·.) t:j:~ l s.c:-: os.." eJ,df"C.J,1J.[, t c bank ing f Clc ilities , lwoufht the 
l:;· J:' J.jcct to D.n ull+~irDc l J end . 

':1 5 i" ,;!~'nre'l by L:~ ~"T, the go.u CG of the rR il\'l~ay was 
t-,ll.C s t:"::( c,::.~d C;c:.;;' .l.}tt) i n C;-"naaa ; t h E: tr .:ld:: Has to be of 
},. ,.: + : ';- l - " I ~ ;'j" - -.,, ·:·· ··il ' ;r~'l'( .. 1't ~ ~'(J"l "" ll'l c' of t-",(::, .iUTf1 -('orr"l .". • ~) • .J ' ". '. L ___ . J \ .' Lv" \ '-" .~ ~_ I ~,J ..L..L ... _ .~ • 0 V I..L .J ..L ~ , 

t,' (' " ,.:_ ~., . ~"() rl, '··r ' ··<:: C,~) " " ~'''''''''lc '' d l· r.o'·:lf"J-iatcl'y "' ll'''V l:;-''Yc of' ...... '" .; •• , .... , • . _ J .•• LLIo...1 __ • _'-'.J.. ........ _ ~.I..l __ .... , '_ J'-'_ , oJ J. .J . -,-

5 1 6 11 , then 
the v c:· ry 
56 pound3 
th e wb 0 1:J 

= __ i_:'le ;1,~~Y'i5 !:1?,de !}!1G a L :. J.'{! C S J,W::lill 'rP ... '3 ere ctcd at S?,=-nt A"1dre':l3 
[,1 ~1)~-··; 2./' ~U" '.J l·~j;...;r · f()::--' th ~~ r[~il'i'f?lY . 

to 

to 

~~ ~G~ t ~n urf0~t nu blic dem3nd , the company dec i ded to C08-
r ~-(,·t " r::_:,:' c:~t. tiL S0 :t:;,)rl L~·t';!f~,::;n C"rillon and Grenvill e:; :1nd thus 
c; ~ _::":-:: ' " .. : __ _ ,: '~,~)e 'J.ncor:tfo r t'.:'.b1:..; St':-~f8 cos~ch journey . Th e layin[" of 
-~ ..... . . '.-:-. . " ,.' ~ '-.':, , '1".;'0 D() ~ ",,1 - co \ ;-':·. C· CO r:1Dl '->t o d o n Octob "-·'r~ ')::;j-I 1 1 8)1: / .. 
..L • _ _ J ''-''_' \/.,_. _ _ ....... l __ ..J .. : .J, ••• ..I.uw , _ .. 0 "'l ~ '-~ ........ v 1' .... ."...J1 , r , 

c:;-~_ \ , : c-, i_"='~;;,J')vi'i'-C ,iCG~:,jV'':'l; 1 stc;C:nlod into Grenvi lle f :) r the first 
';::. ~ .. . ,:: . ;' .':~: (>-',y , ~) u.-::' 30rL: ballast Lig r '_'ffi2ined to h :; don E; . On Deccm-
o ._ J:' ~ . : '-, . "~;'-; :~ c·o),;l)·; l c.t·;:.L ,sLct i on L,nd the roll i n,'! stoc k sUDDl i e i by 
": , ," ... · ··, · · , ·; y · ~ct-o·;~ --- ('''',"· .. \n-~'; '':;''''l r:r o,.,n ~Lo("'mot l'ue "n" d t-erlc'j"r L t',TO fi r'-~i-

,J ... " ' . '.J .. J ' .. "'\~ ... ...., 0.1._
1 

.... 1. __ ~J_ •. . ~ F.:. ~.l """" _ ~u. V C"..l. V .\.v , 'Iw "'- J 

C_~_ :::l.:;::· c:::)~:.(;hc.s ; f :) i)_r s~'(;()nc1 clq~s cO:lcht.;s~ two box cars al1d fonr p l ,3. t 
l"r) ~"" (; '),1. ' 0 - .- 1,-,h.T"" delive r e d ·:)'.' I.; r to tIll:; r a i h'laY COIi1lHny o:md this VT::13 
cen .i':i ._" :12.:1. , on ;l::-~y 1 2'::.;1 , 1 S 5 5, by a notD-2:"ia l d ue d au_cll ,::; nt i C~i'G in?, thG 
t, :;:· '1.r1 sf c::r • 

Ti l'..; conpany h e.d rf,dscd ap .:;roxim3.tc~,y cp lOO, 000 th:-,ou a,h the s a l e 
of sLer·..3s i n C::..n ':',dc. cnct , of' this , ;;j')o , 7 Cl. OO hE~ d be ,,:rl turn 8 C1 ovni' to 
thE:: con'C::"ctor , ,.TIel sv~nt on t ho:.; construction of th ,:; lin:; . Thl.s 
S,LiOuntcd t.o e'oout ".>'7 , 59'1.00 per Dil L- a n d i t woul d 8.pP(;2. r th'lt th r] 
iV[0nt,::-' f,: 2,l t: Byto'v,m i{ai l1·'l8.Y W:15 unique i n the h ist0ry of North A:118 ~icqn 

.' _. " .. T.:; in tilJ.t i ts 3ctual co s t ',1)':'''..8 :nuch l ess tha n the esti.m::.t ', s . 
':',1':h o f t:1C; I n. .: ~t t c r was , howc\T (~ r , Qelny bill s r z; maine d UnTL~JJ ;:.nd 

.::'·1~!l of t 1:,,; l an d tak en for the right-qf - we y had not b c;cn L" ~~ ~ .(or . 

~:::::"ly in D·, c Ct:lbcr , 185L~ , J o.uc s SyhJS wsnt to En[lEmd to r':'>; !,3 
- . , '~ . ~"'):" the s,-,v.T c< l contrclct s h~ hctd i n proGr e ss . Eis i'1 i :::,si~'l 
" " .; j ~·I) l. he: J." <::,lr:: ·:,d tu C,'lcl?.da i n t h e spring with a l Rre:r: ;:,;: ;1 o f 

:;', · . :-,~.is L1c:1.~~.G( t50 , JOO -\ 'lhich h ('!d b een r~i sed by t h2'- s;:L~ c f 
! .. 'j ::i c~· :~hc, !'·lJL1'c::':·'_e l c::, hY'c, O\;'JD :i.c:ilv.H.y and t ll i3 [:-la n ey \'1::3.3 uJ':--,_nt ly 
,', .. :; tc l' Y 01ttf:L'ndi .'l[, -"'. cc () u nts a.nd t o payoff 5ub- c ontr:'ctorr.: . 
i: .. : . ,) . -~'''>L,~,-- l Y ) ~jLr'~ 0 CCl.lr:"cc.l U1:.:O; of tho se disCi.st.e r s whi ch ('h,;:cnu(; 
+- '. r"--"1 ' ',-, 0.1' ;..,; ·'·- 0-.... " · n· ·"''''l Vl(" l')ortl"11u.1 rti..,-inc'· th :~r " -'::> '" ::J t'c rr' j .f"l· C v L • • ..., . ' ... .) v.. .... ...) '-' ...L. ~ 1...1.. .J v .J.. j, -......, . '. __ L ,_ '. ._ Ci. ~ , ~r:: L ...... , -......, l." 'vv \......t. '.::> ..... ___ __ 



s t o r rn , the s h i p foundered ani al l on hoard were Los t . The r a il-
':; : ' ,C    f ound i ts elf in a v ery uni'or-t un at.e po s i t Lon ; its 

(  ,,: ' ,   ""Cl.::::; so .nu ch i ',1r air (", i }) y t h e Los s of the £50 ,000 that i -l:; 
      r ai s e mo ne y by oV18r Deans and could not meet t he con -
. .:»          f or f' und s . 'I'h e contra. ctor , too , wa s in a ver:' 

:" ":'.l.ra 3s i n g po s i t i.on , bein g unab Le t o cover h is payr-o Ll s and pay 
'. .) r L aud and l:1:::tt c r i a l a Lr e ady used ; t h e s u b-co nt r a ctors a Lso l o s t 
l; .:uv i ly . Th e n onc y    wou Ld h ave nr-event. ed thi s unhap py 
c o .ic i c i on 13.1 on the bottom of the Atlant i c Ocean . 

At this crit ical juncture , Charles deBergue wit hdr ew from the 
    a n rl   Ui l l iam Sykes f ound hims e lf wi.t.h ::l large 

     o.f l :i ,&]'ilities but no assets . On August 1 st , 1855 , he 
t..   f :J S !:c s S i 011 of t he r a i Lwa y and the ro l ling sto ck and co:n:'"J...:nc ed 
i,(\ oper;:.l,te t ne road for his own benefit . Ho weve r , he was not 
' l f t   i n undi s put e d po s s e s sion , t h e r a i l wa y compa ny t ook 

   a r 1; i o n a nd on Se pt e mber 21 st , the Super ior Court i s sue J a 
\;r i t of At t 8chment and Sa i sie Re vend icat ion . Robert Stuart , a 

   of til e Super i or Court , went up t o Ca r i llon and between 
  22nJ and 26t h , 1 8 55, se ized the l o co motiv e and cars , 

T,ll t t-.i:kh in t ile s h ed s a t Car i.Ll.o ri and appoint ed J r:>.me s Bar clay a s 
{, I,>i.rcl:i.an . 'i'he r-a f.L way company wa s ba nk r u pt, an d so too was 

T , ' 1 r- C" T T • 11 . d ' , 1 " L , ' d h    ...):T1-ce s u:.oDipa ny , so Vi L __ aam anc .::>a::me oyke s a oarto.one t e 
   j ,-:; c -t:. arid mo ve d to 'i' or-on t o whe r-e t hey were employed fo r many 

  in J ame s COOd ' 3     and machine s ho p . 

Fo r ne ar-Ly a y ear f ollov.rinc' t he seizure , the r a i l wa y lay 
i r.L ; , bu t i n l C56 , t h e     t.u r-n ed i t over i n trust to the 'Aa r -

   of ut t::1'o'lCl. a nd Ar gent euil Count i es , and ope r at ion WC),S r e s umed , 

:Tc sYlwbile , t h e bondholders in r n g l a nd h a d b e e n f"et t i ng r e st -
_.-; t. c ca u s e of the de f'a uLt in the payment o f i ntere st on the 

c.'\.,;' .. ::: _ lvorie of the sha r e s , wh i.c h ha d be en s o Ld i n Canada , h ad 
   ) 2 i o. u o i n full an d Lcr-a L action was t aken by t.h c bondho lders 

  to force th e shareho l ders to pay up t h e ba l a n c e of the i r-
     ... 0;1S . Fa i l i ng i n t hi s , the bonaholders soucht. to t .ake 

p:::;      of t he r oad , cLa Lrn i ng t h e COE1Danv wa s i n s o l ve nt A.I1U 
l ' e :1 ·.;t a t de d Ls conf Lt.ur-e" , but , '" the l egal a nd financial d i f f ic -
u Lt i e s La d bo ccme so ho pe Le s s.l.y involved , that th e Court vT0111d 
n ot a l low t h i.s cour -se t o be t aken . Finally , the Court    
t h s.t on. J :::'lllkry 5th ,    the r-a i l.way he so ld by the Sh er iff 
and the pr o c ecu s   d i v ided equitably among tho va riou s cLa Lmant. s . 

I f a l J b ills ha d be en pa i d , t h e cost o f the line VTould helve 
b 2 G '1 a bou t .A·UC, OOLl but more t han t.hr' e e -iquar-t.e r-s of thi s     

        r oad Ha s bo u r.. l 'l t by John ,I.C . Abbott , solicit or f GY' 
  nld     a nd a f aw assoc iate s , f or the    

c. .....      20 0 :':; 0 l,t 1:3 obvious that a Lar-ge a mou nt of      '; 
T" , :":.' ;.-; !.:.1 2· wipe d out ; as a r e sult , the va rious c l a s s es of credit c; :.ns 
}         

i: ne w Con pa 1'1y W[1 S i n corporat ed on J'l 9.y 4th , 1859 , under t h e 
Y ' " .i f C:-ir i l l on <'i: HI'envill e     the l ine vms r eh2bili t 2. t cd,  . 

  hU!) ya r-d s of 2,d,.:. i t Lon nL t r a ckage W::l S laid t o pr-ov i.o.e 
·:, ,:-, 'c':.t.o,' connc c t Lon s vi.t.h t hc s t e.unb oat. s at Ca r il l on a n d Cnjllv iJ l e . 

( 

- J'r-

storLl , the sh ip founde red a rd aJ_ l on hoard were ll) st . The r a il
' :;:·.C c:o,T~a~~y found itself in a very unfortunate pv~')ition ; its 
": l ' ,.~ ~L::' v.ras so illuch i ',1ra irc::,;j l,)y the loss of the £ .')0,000 that i':. 
~ ,- , ,;, .i-l. "'-'-)~ raise Ll0 ney by oV18r Deans and coul d not mee t, the con -
- ,"; c t,crs (lC:12."IU3 for fU.nc.l3 . ThE) contractor , too, vJas i n a ver:r 

:" -"'Jf'a3s i ng pO ;3ition , b e i ng u1l2 l-Jle to cover h i s payroLLs and pay 
f~.) c 1311d c::.nd 11Lltcrial a lre;lcly used ; t he sub- con':.1'actor5 a lso l os t 

l)., :'-J.v ily . The Gor~ey 1. ,:ftiC (1 i-!Oul d h&11e nreve nted this unhappy 
c()~lc;iGion 1'3.1 on the bottom of the Atlant i c Ocean . 

At this critical junc':.ure, Charle s deBergue wit hdrew from the 
p,:::rtlwrship and roo:.~ Hilliam Sykes f ound himself "vith ::1. l ar f2: e 
,,:~,~jort/tkn~ o.r l:L& l'ilities but no assets . On Augu s t 1st , 1855 , he 
':,,)O~-';: f:JS;:cssil)ll of the 1'2i1\.'.[ay and the rolling stock and com:::1cJnc ed 
iJ:' oper::'>,te trle road for his mm benefit. H0 1.vever , he was n o':. 
'lft l~n~ i n undisput ed poss ess i on , the railway company too~ 
]ev~l ar1;ion and on Sept ember 21st , the Superior Court i ss u eJ a 
\;rit of Att~chrnent a n d Sa i s ie Re v end icat i on. Robert Stua rt, a 
D~ ili~f of tIle Super ior Court, we nt up to Carillon and between 
~2p~2mbGr 22nJ and 26th, I d55 , s e i zed the lo comotive and cars , 
T,llt t',hl:M in tile sheds at CRrillon and appo inted J 2 mes Barclay a s 
c.',>ircEan . 'l'he r ai l Kay e omrany I'vas banl.;:rupt, and so too was 
,~T. ' ;>;03 ~):Tke s &:, Con,pany , s o :iJ i l liam and 3a:au e l Sykes abandoned the 
l l r:) j ~ e-+:. cwd !il l) V ecl to 'l'oron to 'vIhe:::-e they we r e employed for many 
yc~rs in J ames COOd ' 3 fou~tlry and machine shop. 

For nea.:~l y a y ear fo l lov.;in[" the seizure, th e r a i1\."ay lay 
i r.:,3 , bnt i n l C56 , the co u rt turn\~d it over in trust to th e ';.[ar
l';,f':i'3 of Ut.tai.IJEl. and Argentcuil Co unties , and opera tion WClS r esu me d. 

=·Tc.smvbil e , tha bondholders in J~ngland h ad b een r-et tinp:: re s t
. :: ,-:: -'; tl)cause of the defEl.ul t in the paY:'1-=nt of interest on the 

,:,' \. ,;' .. '.:: - h';.me of the .:3hares , '(:,rh ieh had b een solll i n C:lnada , h s.d 
,- , . ')R ::'a 'J.Q i n full and l eva l action was t ake n by th(:; bondholders 
~~ ~y; to force ':.he sharehoide rs to pay up the bCl lance of their 
~;,..,..,'isi' i pt::'i..O;1S . l-i'a iling in this , the bonaho lde rs soul!ht to t.J.k e 
V~ '~ ~:" .jssion of the road , c l a imine the Coapany I'va s in so lvent A.I1:.l 

\ ' <:;:1 ';;;tat de cli scon:Citure i1 , but, the l ega l a nd financial d iffi c 
UU;i8 S Lad bf;JC:Oiil8 so hopf31 c.:: ssly involved , that the Court VT0111d 
n o t a llow thi~) cou 1'se to be taken. Fina lly, the Court o rdcr(~d 
t h .s.t on J ,?llU,~ry 5th , l i:~59 , the ra i1,way h e so lJ by the Sheriff 
E:.nd the r:'Ocl~eCis b,~~ (:i ivided equitably among t he various c l c.. ima nts. 

If all bills had bee n pD id, the cost o f the line would hc::.ve 
b 2 2'1 ':1..bGut .A·OO , OOl) but more than three - qu[,rt e r s of this r e:a,:;. i~ e d 
L';'L~'~ic .C;le roa.d Has b()l1r-~ 'lt by John ,J . C. Abbott, sol icito r t\;y' 
t: ~ nld COill~apy , and a f2W assoc i ates , for the insi ~nificant !~~ 
c:;~. o,<~l", 200 ::;0 i.t i :3 obvi ous tilat a larp:e amoun t of in clt.~ bt c:iIl ,';:-~ '; 
l-- .;':.·~· ;l :_lS wi ped out ; as a r(',;s ult , th e var ious classes of credit()::.~s 
} ~ . : ::'-, ~ ·;c:;(~~vil:{ . 

1:, n e 1tJ Conpany W(1S i ncorporated on thy 4th , 18 59, u nder th e 
yo, ' - ,)f Cciri. llon "G HI'env i ll e ?ail'dC1y ; the line WGS reha bilit2.tc d 

<xmt L+U!) yard3 of 3.ch.:.i t ion 'l l tra ckaGe W::lS laid to provi uc 
':. ,:.. C:~3 •. ~ COtrlC ct i ons " 'i th t~h(; ste :1..mbo2ts at Ca rillon and Cr211vil l e . 
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Th e new Compan y had grea t pl.a n s ; in   it wa s v iven statuto r y 
aut.ho r-L t y t o bu i l d e a s t.wa r' d to a co nn e ction wi t h t h e Grc1nd Trunk(  rL2 i l1;Ja y 2t Paiut e Cl o'!.ire or La ch i.n e a rid , if no o t he r r 3.i1"J3.1 
bui l t to Ut t. awa within t wo :r,;[' r s , i t mi gh t e xten d we s t ward t o 

   n s    i n t e n d ed. 

By t own was r ena me d    on -January 1st , 1255 a nd t h r ee 
y e ar' s L:::. t cr , on jjec unbc r 31st , 1 35'7, t he Can A,ciL:m Gov ernment wa s 
L n i 'o r-na d      'Iicto r i a ha d c ho s en t h e l i t t l e b a ckuo cds 
v I l.Lagc t o be t h e n evr cap .i to L, One Ame r Lcan n ews pa pa r' opined 
t h c:;t i '..:, wcu l.d b e pe rfe ct ly s a f'e f r om attack , Si ' lCC any i n va din g 
::.'xuy wo u Ld Ln e v i t. abLy g et lo s t i n th e vJOOQS hunting for i t. 

J uring en s u i n g years , pass en[ e r t raff ic on the Ot t 2wa    
i n c r .s a s e d e n o r mo u s l y . The s t .e a.nboat.s we r e large , f a s t and com-
f'o r-t a b l u -- ev e n luxurio u s -- a nd t he y compet ed wi.t .h the r :lil\ve.ys 
f or rn ury yea r s , Th e Li t.t.L o portag e 1'2. ih'/8Y shou l d h eve pro s pered 
t o o but it h ad little f re i cht traff ic ami i t s shar e of th e t hroug h 

    was so   that i t coul d d o lit tl e mor e  pay 
o p e.rat.Lng oxpons e s , 

In 1864 , Ca pt aLn R. \'J. She:")h i:; rd , an omp l ov oe of the Ottawa 
St eamer s Compnny a nd 2 f e w assoc i q t es , o r ga n i z e d t h e  Ri ve r 
[p v i f at ion   2 nd , a t th e s a me t i ucl , the y purcha 3e d the 
Cc? r il l o11 & Gr c llv i l le fi.e. i lway . Th e r-a i. Lwny formed part of this 
r-c u t e f'o r ncru -Ly 11::.1f Et c e nt. u r y ; i t \'! ·3S never raocer-n Lz ed , a nd t h e 

  bro0.d- g a uge l o c omotiv e s a n d cars , bu i lt b e t .we c n 113 54 
2 nd 1359 were & sourc e of p1'e at i n t e r e s t to t r a vell e r s.   
wcr s   e n t hus ias ts fi fty , and e v e n o ne hund r e d , ye ars ago . 
r'l ' . . . f" . , 1 . b t . C d A 1 ' .Ll'.e t.nt.ro uu c t. t on ot 2..r.1pr OV0Q ra .i .. s c rv i co y t.he ana a t La nt r.c 
lv?.i lw' iy , a n i , <-l li t t l e La t. e. r by th e Canad i a n Pn c tf i. c TIai lw::1. Y, 
In   th e   of t.h -. c rid and by the t.ur-n of t.h o c e n t.ur-y , 
t L \.:,   of sc onrnbo n t i .n s- wa s o v o r , Th e des t r u c t ion by fir \:) o f 
t    b·;c;.ut i f u l s t eamur- \iSovurc i gn IV i n 1 9 06 s eemed t o be the L ist 

    

     ,J bout 1 89 0, 2. r a .i l ':J2. Y pr omo t or nam ed C. N. Ar ms t. r-ong 
'·,..., .-. i ,, ' t 1- , , ." " ... ,., ("1 .' 'yo '  ,,11 cx i s t i  . ,C- h i LdLnrr        ], G.e ..  0 1  1LU ... l r1f.   ex a s lng' ari e s ,  U l ,:,; .Ul(. 

rLLs s lng Li nk s , ano "i'Jt:: l o lng t.h e m r n t o a through t r unk Li.n e tr-om 
   to S2ult St o . N&r ia . Known us t h e Atla ntic & Lake Su pe r i o r 

T', ·1 1 . ' - 1 d +... f' ' , . 1h e?... .1. '.";.,y -- a n c man y o t.n t.r- n nr.i e s -- l t ..L ':"'.CY:C S U.L _ l Cl 0 '1t c a-.:)l t a 
aYJ     f'o r-ouo orned to i':. i l u rc . Th e link b e twc c n     Ot t -
2 i:..:t ( ;,nd i t ' ·, 2 S to ha v e    2. hig h - spe :,::d e l e c t r Lc 1 1:18)   th e 
Co n t :;:.' .::, 1 .. a i.Lway o f Can a da , Ln co r-po r-n t ed in 1905 . I t bour-ht t h o 

   fiivur & Navi[ Rt i on    an d   Carill on & Gr e Dv i l1 0 Ry . 
i     con t i.nu c d to o pe rvt e t.h c.m unti l tilU e nd of t h e FIlO 

      HUIL v c r , h ,..:. v ing by th en b o c orne Lnvo Lvcd in f i.nan c i. r.L a n d 
  d i f f ic u l t ie s , SGrViC 8 on   l ast b road g a u f e lin e WqS 

d O :-r' " ,L .'··' :l '· " d  r ....i,   _  . i dL:  '-'- ,t- '; l ,..1.. _ 19 14_, · · , 1 ' c: · t·· 1 • •C  .J. C_.L _ "!'Vay 1 '1 c..y U r" .'Ii, l(;L. ' t .:JFJ. u b» (, 1..    , ,1 ), le n 
     Cauad i.an Nort.her-n I{,'ihiay , wh i ch mode r n i zed. a nd r-o cond i.t.i.on ed 

it    of th e n ew EontrG21 - 0 t t 2 \ffi l i ne. 

1m Cf I' i)l' t VJ2, S made t o r-r-e s c rvc t h e old Lo cono t Lv os a n d. r o l l ing 
     bu t tli l'; co s t \f>!:-,S e xc e s s Lv e a nd t .n; ou t -br-eak of T.'Jorld VJ:.:r 

T' ::     f'u r t.h e r-    Th '.; (;n r-i n :.; s a nd ca r s we r o so l d to .:l 
:;L, .....  cG c: ::"cr na rne d Ji .::.moni ,     o n a ba rge .nd br-our-h t down to 

  1vr    1, wh .,r c t.h    r  s cr 2.ppe d • 

I 

( 
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The new Company had great plnns ; in 1860, it was riven statutory 
c~uthority to build ea3t1.mrd to a connection wit~ the Grccnd Trunk 
H2il1;Jay 2t Poiute Cl'l.ire or Lachine and , if no other ra.il,,!3.Y 
built to Uttc;wa within two :rt;rrs , it might extend west"i'vard to 
Ott~wa ns ori~inally intenJcd . 

By town was renamed Ot~, C'~ ~iCl on Jarn.l2ry 1st, 1055 and three 
y i~(;.rS L:::.tcr, on lJ8c(jnbi.:r .31.st, 1 35'7, the CanA.ciian Government \:las 
informed th :-:l. t:, ltUl:.Erl 'Iictoria had chofen the littl e tacklIOods 
villJ.gc; to b i,:: the nevI capit .:;. l. One kl1erican n i3'vvspap rar opined 
thc.~t i '..; v.[Quld b8 perf e ctly s.:=:.. f c from attack , Si ' lC C any invading 
.'.'.l'L1y ',VQulcl int;'Iitably get lost in the VJOOclS hunting for it. 

Juring ensuing years, passen[er traffic on the Ott2wa 1iver 
i n cr 38.sed enormously. The steB.iilbOtlts were" large , fa.st and coriJ
fortablu -- even luxurious -- and th~y competed "fith the r .:::. illve,ys 
for In:;'llY ye.::rs . The littl c~ portage re,ih!a~r should hTH? prospe red 
too but it had little freicht traffic ami its share of the through 
pnss en~cr f ~r 8 s was so s~nll that it could do little more than pay 
o ptT3.ting expcms es . 

In 1864, Capt<.!.in R . ~J. She:)h r; r c1 , an emplo~/:?e of the Ottawa 
Steamers Comp~ny and a few assoc i qtes , organized the Ott~wa River 
fpvigRtion Comp~ny , 2nd , at the same timcl , they purcha3ed the 
CC'r:l.l1 nn & Grellville fi.e.ilway . The raih'r::',y fOrilled part of this 
rout e ~or n~nrly hnlf & c 0ntury; i t was never ~odernized , and the 
?ntiouc~tLQ bro0.d- gauge lo comot ives a nd ca.rs, built bet\'i8 Cn 1<354 
2nd 1359 we r e a source of freat int e rest to travell ers. ~h8 r3 
we r s r~ ilw~y enthusiasts fifty, and even one hundred, years ago. 
r'l '. . . f" . • 1 . b h C d A 1 . 
.L1l .e lllT,rOClU.ctlon o ~ 2..r:;lprov ..;Q r ,::'tl ._ scrV1CC y t ,(: d,ne. a t_:lDtlC 
Iv?. ilwc ~y, a ni, (-l little l at c:r by th e Canadian P'1 cific TIailw:::1.Y, 
rn~~rl<-:d the b ;> &'inc!inr of th'.j ('nel and by the tur~1 of the c er.tury, 
t L,,~ lkyd3,y of st c 'lmhontink: \ '[(1S ove; r . The dest ruction by fiY'u of 
t (J. '~ b·;c;.ut iful st 8J.J"il;.; r liSov c r c i€;rl IV in 1906 s Gemed to be the Idst 
~. t i';J.lv . 

I'lca DwhiL; , a bout 1 890 , 2, rE:tihJ2. Y promot2r netmed C.N.Arm~3 tl~ong 
, 1 , " .~ ., 11 " l' h 'l~' conC~ lv ea tne luea 01 acqulr lnr sma~ eXlstlng lnes, . Ul ulnp 

rri ss ing linkE3 , :wei \'J81ding tLc:TI i:lto a through trunk line from 
C '::sj)e to S,lult St0. 1'-12..r1::.: . Known (J.S the Atlantic & Lake Su p f3rior 
lc,? · ,:;',·T;',y -- and mEl,ny oth(;r n2r;1~S -- it l c ckcd suffici0Ylt c 2. Dit21 
aYJ O. !~<S f o r cuooffied to i'c.ilurc. The link b c t,,'Jc~:: n I'~o ::ttrc~o:~ l :lnd Ott -
2 1J.:t (.:.,nd it ",2 S to h2V8 b i.; tm 2. hip.:h-spe:.::;d e lectric 11':18) w :~s the 
C (; 11 t:;:'.~1 ~~ ail1.·Jay of Can Cld;:L , incorpo r[~tGd in 1905. It bourhe tho 
O~c~wc fiiv ur & Na vi[ntion CUQP~ny and th e C~rillon & Gr~nvil10 Ry. 
:! '~, 190?:-:.nd contirm·...;d. to ope r:·tl3 th em until t:1U end of the 1910 
;~·,<:..'.3() 1: . l-L)-I'!~;v cr, h ,.:,.ving by t hen b (' cor;~G inv:.ilv·:;d in fin2nci.:'~ 1 2nd 
1 2~0 l d iffi cultie s , sorviC8 on th~ last brond gauf8 line WqS 
a b :'. rL~:)~lE-;d . The r2ilvvay l a y ic.Lo unt il 1914, V\lh Em it VJas bcmrht 
~-:-,j- t~, .:; Call:'lJia.E I~orthern I~" ihiay, 1.dh ich modernized. and rcc 'Jnditioncd 
it ~s p~rt of th e new ~ontrG21-0tt 2 \ffi line. 
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\1854- - MONfREAL I.  RY. (CIlRILLOri f. GRENVILLI. R'f) BOllI - IIEAVY LINE CARILLOt{ 106RENVllLE.  ::1901 - GREAT rtOR1\lERN RY. OF CANADA BUILT lllROUGll lAOI\TTE TO HAWKESBURY CROSSINli- C.SG. AT "Boo.  
1910 - C.  G, OPERIl.TION DISCONTINUED - DI5MANTLED IN 191\.  
1911 - CANADIAN NORlliERN RY. BUILT GRE.NVILLE. TO MOJI/TRLAL. c.sc . RoADBED PURCHASED  

AND NE1J STANDARD GAUGE LINE. BUILTON c .se. ROADBED fROM ' 'C" TO "F" AriD "A" TO GRENVILLE.. 
1919 - CAtiADIAN   BUill "D" TO"E" - 1.1 MILE.5 AND ABoANDONE.O LINE "E" TO "BOO - 4 .98 MILES. 
1940 - LINE ABANDONE.D lllRO\J6H LACIIUlt TO POINT"D" (CUStlING JeT.). 
1953 -6HENVILLE SPUR FROM"f. lllROUGH "A" 10 GRENVILLE TO'tIN ABANDONED. 
195+ - SECTION ' C TO "f"ONLY PORTION OF   IN USE. 

MONTREAL &. BYTOWN RY" - PROJECTE.D ROUTt. 

AUXMI>RI" o 

AREA SHOWN  
LARGE 5CAlE MAP /

I 
I 
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MONTREAL & EYTOWN 
CI\WM£T ___ - _ 

~AILWAY 

f 
t 

1854 - MONTREAL" 8YTO\lN RY. (CARILLON &. GRENVILLI. R'f) BOlLI -IIEAVY LINE CA~ILLOt{ 10 6RENVILlE. 

1901 - GREAHolffitE.IIN RY. Of (ANAllA BUILT llIROUGf1 lAOI\TTE TO HAWKESBURY CROSSINCf C.SG. AT'S". 

1910 - c.!. G. OPERIXTION DISCONTINUED - DI5MANTLED IN 1911. 

1911 - CANADIAN NORnI~RN RY. BUILT GROlViLLE. TO MOtm?EAL. c.~G . RoADBED PURCHASED 

E 

AIID NEtJ .5TANDARD GAUGE. LINE BUILT O~ C.&6. ROAD BEll fROM "C" To UF" AliI> "A·' TO GRENVILLE. 

1919 - CAIiADIAN NORn\ER~ R'i. BUill "0" TO "E" - 1.1 MILE.5 AND AeoANDONE.D LINE "E" TO 'I~" - 4.96 MILES. 

1940 - LINE ABAI-lDONE.D llIROU6\t LACIIUTE TO POINT "D' (CUSliING JeT.). 
1953 -~ENVILLE SPUR FROM "B" THROUiiH "A" TO GRENVILLE TO'tJN ABANDONED. 

195+-SEcnON 'CTO "f'ONLY PORTION OF C.~G.snLL IN USE. 

MONTREAL & BYTOWN RYe - PROJECTE.D ROUTt. 

AREA 5HOWtt lri 
LARG~ &ALE MAP / 

I 

LAc\-IUTE 



- 6-
.r-  Th E.; f irs t l o co motiv e was the "Ot t a wa I' bu i l t ( IROLLIlJ G STOCK :  i n l 8 5h by Kinmond Broth8rs of Ho n t riJal. . I t 

was h-h-O type , with 1 5x 24 i l cyli nd e r s a n d 
69" dT ivers . B.qdly dam aged wh0n t h e C" r illon 

   hous e was bur n e d in 1895 , i t wa s not r-c pa Lr-cd a n d was br ok en 
u p a f ew y e ars l a t clr. 

The "Cr-cnv i.Ll,e II was built i n 1 8 59 by Dan , C. Gu nn o f Harn i.Lt on , 
C. W. It was 1+- 4- 0 type wi t h 1 2x 13 11 cyl i nd ers a nd 5T ' dr- Lvo r s . I ts 
l e a d i n g whe oLs did n ot sw i vel but were r ip-idly at .ta ch e d to t he 
main f'r a me , I t was in r evular s erv i ce u ntil Se pt. emb or' 1 910. 

The "F'i r-of'Ly " was a v e r y sma LL 0-4-0 i n s pe c t i on ;;n[." i n8 , with 
2 n upright bo iler ; i t was no t much bigger t h a n a handcar. It  
ac quired in 1 j 67 and scrapped in 18BO and i t must    be8n a u s e-
l e s s p i ec e of cqu f.pment , I t could n o t pul l a n yth i ng .m d presumably 
was u sed to ca rry dist inguished pa s s e ng e r s   of the r 2gula r 
t r a i n. 

'I'he "Car i.Ll.o n if was a B'i r-k onhead buil t about 1 8 56 by Pe t.o & Co. 
Canada Hor k s , Birke nhea d , England . It wa s pur-chc.s e d from t h e Grand 
Trunk Ra ilway a bo u t 1870 . 0ri[in a l l y 2-4-0 , i t was convert ed to 
4- 4- 0 t y pe in 1 8 5$- 59 . I t had     cy lin d e r s and 60 11 dr ivers . 
Aft e r t h e Kinmon d "Ottawa i l was retired i n 1$9 5, the " Car-i.Ll.on 11 

vi C,S r ena me d "Ot. t a wa " and i t continued runn ing unti l 1 910. 

Th e origina l cars, buil t i n 1 854 pr o ba bly by Mc Le a n a nd Wright 
of Ivlont r e a l , cont inued i n u s e unt il 1910. About 18 58; one pas s e ri-
[ c::r ca r- and one pl atform car: we r e convert ed into 'ba g[;age cars , 

Io'o r many y ears the road was " owned il by J ohn Hel.s cy , who f'un c-
t Lo nud a s Gd ls ra l Ula na.r e r , Supo r-L rrt.end e nt , Mas t e r Me chand c , Road 

d h]In  J-   a n cng l. ne dr· r l v e r . i I ' 18 was one 0 f tllosh e 0 I ' n , . . mecQ-I aSnlonOd -
2.ni.r; :: l [ '2 11 i use s who , wi th a h arnne r , a co ld ch is e l and a fil e , 
cc uLd almost build <l lo como t i v e . He wa s we ll-known at t h e GTR 1 s 
Fo i n t e ,st . Cha r-Le s s hops , whi.ch he v i s i t e d t wo or thre e tin es a 
y G.'lr to " bo r-r-ow" s a l vage pa rts from s cr-apped Lo comot.Lve s t o be u s cd 
t o L,.!c T' h i.s ov.n enci.ne s i n r-unn i.n n order . 

_ ... .:;    
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Ths fir st locomotive was the tlOttawa\! built 
in l S54 by Kinmond Brothers of Montr~al . It 
was 4-4-0 typ8, with 15x24 11 cylinders 2nd 
69\1 dTive r s . B.qdly damaged wh,-,n t h e C"rillon 

8:1f"ine house was burned in 1895 , it was not r opair ed and was broken 
up a few ye ars lat~ r. 

I ROLLIlJ G STOCK 
1 

The "Gr enville \I viaS builtin 1859 by D,:m. C. Gunn of Hp.mil ton, 
C. W. It was 1+-4-0 type with 12xljYl cylinders and 5T' drivers. Its 
l Lading whea l s did not swivel but were rifidly at t a che d to the 
main frc.[18. It w.e..s in revular service unt il Scptcmb c, r 1910. 

The IiFirofly" vms a very s lJ.all 0-4-0 inspection ,;n[" ine, with 
2n upright bo iler; it was not much bigger than a handcar. It w~s 
acquire d in I d67 and scrapped in 18g0 and it must h~ve be 8n a use
l ess p i e ce of eqUipment . It could not pull a nything- ;:~nd presumably 
wa s used to carry distingui shed passengers ah ~ad of the r 2gul&r 
train . 

'l'he ilCarillon if was a Birkenhcad built -3.bout 1856 by Peto & Co. 
Canada Horks , Bi rkenhead, England. It vms purch.:',sed from the Grand 
Trunk ilailway about 1870. 0ririnally 2-4-0, it was converted to 
4- 4- 0 type in 1858- 59. It had It):c20 11 cylinders and 60 11 drivers. 
lift e r thE; Kinmond "Ottawa il was retired in 1895 , the !YCarillon f? 

ViC, S rename d "Ottawa ll and it continued running until 1910. 

The original cars , buil t i n 1854 probably by McLe an and Wr ight 
of Ivlontreal , cont i nued in u se until 1910 . About 185 8 ; one passen
f.c::r cG.r and orl(; platform C [~r were converted into bagGage C2.rs. 

For many ye.3.rs the road was "owned II by Jo hn He.Isey, who func
tioned a s G~nsral Manar er , Sup8rintendent, Mast ur ~lechani c, Road 
Ma~tur a nd eng i n e driver. He was one of thos e o l d - fash i oned mech
a n i,8 :.:1 [.'211ius e s who , with a h?lmner , a col d chisGl and a file, 
CGu,l d almost build a locomotive. He wa s well-known at the GTR ' S 

Fointc .s t . Ch2,r l es shops , vvhich he visited two or thre e tir.18s a 
YG ,'l r to I1 borro'iv il salvage parts from scr2,pped l ocomoti'.rs s to be u3 s d 
t o ;'J !L' _T' his o\;n encine s i n run~1inp; order. 

,--.J I , . 
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