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I Notice of /leoting I 
THE ANIWAL DAii ,!UZT of the Canadian Rai lroad 
Historical Association 'will re place the 

re gular June montll l y meet. i ng , and will be he ld on Wednesday , June 11th , 
1958 , in a Canndian Nntional Rai lways dining car ia Central Station , 
~'lOntrcal . The banquet 'dill feature a roast beef uinner , as i s cust­
cInary , and will COmIJlCnCe promptly a t 7 : 00 pr·! . 

r"ietnber s and friends \tlho desire to attend the banquet wil l please 
note th .:1 t AjJVA~!CE R.23ZaVATIONS will be necessary t o attend this banquet . 
'l'ickets are now on sal e , at -ai4 . 00 per person . Due to the capacity of 
the dininG car , <l maxi mum of 40 guests will be accol]odatd:d . The 
price includes meal , tax and gratui ty . 

Th is will be the i.:.hi r d banquet he l d i n a d ining car throueh the 
courtesy of the Canadian National ;{ai l ways ; those members who attended 
previous oneR 'will r emember how enjoyabl d these dinner s hav e been . 

1 .. '1e \iou l d strongl y sug~est that you make your reservation immediately 
so as to ensure that seats \.;i11 be a vailabl e . ::1eservat ions shoul d be 
accompanied by cheque or money order payabl e to the Canad i an Hailroad 
llistorical AS3 0ciat ion , and addressed to tho Association at P. O. Box 
22 , Station ill)lI , Montreal 2 , Canada , marked ,IBanquet Reservations n. 

Following the meal , an i nforma l mp,eting will be he l d . Those 
members who may wish to ex..l-tibit photograph prints in the ir collections 
ar u invited to brinr them along , to be circul.:l'Gcd among ~che other 
mcmberu f ollowing the banquet . 

SEE YOU AT TIlE BANQU:;;T , ON JUNE ELEVENTH ! 

LAPEL PIllS 
Some of our newer members or subscr i bers may 

not be aware that the Association has a l apel pin for 
sale to those interested . The pin co ns i sts of tl18 Assoc ­
iation I G emblem , ( as it o.ppenrs at l:. he top of this sheet) 
embossed in bluc enamel on a sterling sil ver screw bQck . 
It i s a littl e more than QH in diametcr , and i s at once 
d istinctive yet conservative . If you would like to have 
one s:.qnt to you , boxed , in an attract ive l catherette case , 
send ,*2 . 00 , by cheque or money order , payable to the 
Association in Canadian funds .:J.t par i n 'Montreal, to 
the Assoc i at ion .:".t P . O. Box 22 , :Jt ;'l tion n, I>lontreal 2 , 
Cnnada . Mark nnvcl opc ,ILa pel Pi n il • 

A LIST OF BACK ISSUES OF OUR PUBLICATIONS IS ENCLOSED ;lI TH THIS R"POHT . 
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William Pharoah 

The l.ssociation has a 
considerabl e amount of duplicate 
railroadia na for sale. This 
include s r.ailway operating time­
tables , maps , scale equipment 
di~grams and other similar things . 

A s t.:L-:lpcd, addressed envelope , 
sent to Mr . C.W. Kenneth Hoard , 
St.orekceper, itail way vi vi sian , 
Canadian Hailroad Historical 
!.s:3ociation , P . G. Box 22 , Station 
B, 1.Iontreal 2 , Canada , will 
secure a copy of our sal es list 
for your use . 

Associ!:t ion Ne\',rs 
jl.t a r€:ccnt meeting of tho Trip Committ~~ , a 
s chedule of r~ilway and trolley trips for 
the summer and fal l Iilonths was dravm up , and 
a copy is a ttached , for your information . 

The principCt l trips nre , of course , the r a ilway ones , and three 
more h:J.ve been scheduled for 1958 . The next one i s to be oper ated on 
Sunday , July 20th , 195:3 , from [.10ntrcal to Hervey Junction , Quo ., in 
the Laurcntians . The go ing trip "dll run from Montreal to Gnrneau , 
thence to Hervey vic. St . Prosper . Rutur ning , the tra in will go via 
3.t . Tite . II'L'my photo stops ClrEJ scheduled for this trip , as it promises 
t.o be very popule r . Canadi nn N,: tional rlailwcys h.:lve promis ed the 
.'~5 sociation on0 of the 5700 class 4- 6- 4 locomotives t o haul our tra in , 
\'lh ich 'trill include simil ar passoJnger nccomocla·cion (non- streamlined a ir 
conditionc, u c0riches) as our March 30th trip . '1'r 2 in will le.o:.ve Montreal 
( Contr~l St ntion) at about AM, roturning about 5 : )0 , Eastern 3tan­
dnrrl Time . 1. spocial attraction that the Com.;nittec hopes to inclucre-­
will b~ 3. l ong photo stop at tho tunnel at Vo.l Pichette , nea r Sho..winigan 
Fulls . ThoS0 1,'lho have p.:trticipated in our previous trips wil l receive 
direct mail advice giving times , prices and other particulars . Those 
who h.:lve not p:.!r"ticip['.t 8d before nre invited to s end a card to the 
JisGoc i Qt i vl1 t sTrip COl!1rnittec for detail s . 

'1';10 I,',:!.ll FoU.agu l'TCckcnd , which has become an annua l feature of 
our trip p:i."'ogr .:l.f.ulle , will fea ture , this year , t\'iO steam r.::dllllay trips , 
,)n su.ccc,euing days , into the r.~urent i~n mowlt:u:ri' .:.'!.rea . The trip on 
Saturd.:1Y , October 4th , will be by C D.n3.di~n Pa cific Ra ilway , wh i l e thClt 
on Suadny , October 5t.h , wil l bo over the Canadi1.n NntiJnal Re.ilwnys . 
D0stinlltions ha v e not yet been announcud , but k ee p the dates free . 

On S.::.turGay , Jul y 19th , th~ day preceding tho Hervey trip beh ind 
the CHR 5'700 , the j\!;;soci ...... tion will opt:.;r.1.te n tour of Montreal using t he 
f.bnt r cnl Transport::lt ion Com:ni ss i on's f.:1J!lcd observution cars . Scvornl 
other t roll ey trips hnve boon pl <!nnGd , \-'lhi ch a rc de tailed on the list 
.:.ttt.:t ched , including one on Sunday , August 10th , which will nurk our 
Tenth Anniversnry of the; opc r ntion of our first trolley ch:-.rter on 
4·"U[ Ust 7th , 1948 , whe;n viC used f.'ITC Tr.::ining C.:'.r ;~! 1054 , no,,' scrapped . 

Tl~Er'!BER THE B,\NqUET , JUNE nTH , 1953 , 7 : 00 P~I , HESERVATIONS NECESSARY . 
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AitTIlUR OiIEN RADFORD HUDDELL 

'fhe "'::ditorial Committee re cor ds , with deep 
regret , the cieath on I,lay 22nd , 1953 , of 14r . 
A. O. R. Huddall , well-knOl."ffi cl der member of 
t he Canadian Railroad Hi storic::. l "\ s50ciat i on . 

In the t\,Tenty years i n which ;h: . Huddell had 
been a member of our group , he served for 
some years with distinct i on as Treasurer, and 
\1aS always noted fo r his sobor, experienced 
and direct approa ch to the problems which 
beset the As sociation from time to t i me . He 
\1ill be r emember ed f or t he generous way in 
\"i!lich h0 supported all of the Associat ion ' s 
act ivit i~s unst intingly and i mpart ially . 

On behal f of the members of the As sociation , 
the iditorial Co~nitt ee extends its deep and 
sincGr e sympathy to his s i ster , Miss Ida Huddell, 

\tlho survi ves him . 

R. I . P. 
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The Jail'rTay Division On Saturday, r·tay 24th , the Railway Division 
announced the compl et i on bf the rebuilding 
and restorat ion work on our open el ectric 

car which was a cquired l ast yea r from Gillies Brothers & Company Limited , 
I tL1lbe r manui'<J.cturer s of Brae s i dl') , Ontar io . A photograph of th e car 
in it ::; pre-sent condit ion will b0 found on page 79 , at the top . 

According to the Super i ntendent of Roll i ng Stock , ~~ . Robert R. 
Cl a rk, the onl y \'lork nmi requ i red to finish the car is that of the 
gl az i ng of the windO\"s , a nd pa inting . This i s expected to take a f ew 
more weeks , but i t is hoped tha t all will be in r eadiness by the middl e 
of LTunc . The Comoittec , which with r1r. Cl a rk compr i ses Messrs . Paul 
H. McGee , Yves Saint Pi err e , Neil Robertson , i;'Jilliam McKeown, J. Richmond , 
(u s \'1011 as dYe Editor" ) has worked very vigourously to accor.J.plish t.his 
task , which ",e believe to be one of the first of its kind to be compl eted 
by ,?. gr oup of our kind . Sever a l other members of the Associa tion 
helped the Co~uittee at various t i mes during the s ix-month period which 
s aw a r ather dilapida ted hulk turned i ntoamuseum piece \1h ich cnrri es the 
aura of t he Ninet i e s about it. 

The f i nal col our scheme will be that of the Iilontr eal Street Jai lway 
of nbuut 1$96 : lif,ht chrome yellow with sil vor , black and dark Green 
str iping , v:.rni shod wood superst ructure , and dark green inner lining . 
The who l e \tsil l be set off \'sith deck l i ghts carrying green "Cathedr a l 
Glasso itlhich "laS s pe c i al ly obt;:linGd for the ca r by r-'1r. K0mp . The car 
will carry the n~~ber 395 , sele cted by ~W . Binns due t o it s close r esem­
blance to the l·ISR car of that number . 
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A T.2.1e from the French- Canad i an hinterland. •• ••• 

THi ,lAIL',IAY 01' BENONI TAllDIF 

A short history of the 11 1~ssomption ilz.:.ilway , . 
by Ornor S. A. Lavall.ee . 

NORTHEAST OF rI.ONTH~AL , i n the agricul tur a l French- speaking peri m­
eter of the metr opol is , lie the two 1aree vil lages of l'Assomption and 
l ' Epiphanie , named after the .L1oman Catholic feast days whi ch occur on 
the 15th of August and the 6th of Januar y, respectivel y . Tradit i on has 
it that they were so named after the days upon .,.,h i ch their r espective 
se i gneur i al ac counts , and consequent tax assessment s , were due , duri ng 
the French ReGime i n Canada , prior to 1763 . 

LIEpiphanie has a popul at i on , today , of 2 , 500 peopl e , whi l e the 
community of l ' Assomption i s a small town of some 4 , 000 . Even seventy­
fi vc years ago , i'ihen the Quebe e , r.-lontreal, Ott awa & Oc cidental Raihiay 
Nas built throueh t his regi on , l 'Assomption was rel ativel y important . 
lloliiever , the engineer s who surveyed the C. i\l . O.& O. I'{ere i nc l ined t o take 
ful l advantage of the f l at , sandy and'confierOus terra i n , r esulting in 
a line which \'1aS dead str a i ght fo r 33. 3 mil es , from a po i nt a short dis ­
tance east of Terrebo!me , where the .i=!iviere des !llilles lIes was cr ossed , 
to a pOint some di stance east of Gt . Cuthbert . Th i s was a notable achie ­
vement in 1379 , but i t ' s disadvantage was that i t missed I t Assompt ion'by 
about t~ree milc:s , passine; instead through the village of I t Epiphan i e . 

The provincia l ly- owned Q . 1-1 . 0 . & 0 .. contt::mpl ated no l ink wi th 1 t Assomp­
tion . The rail ',!ay was compl eted in 1879 , t~e chi l d of political contro­
versy , whose effects l asted for some twenty years afterward . Never agai n 
",auld tho Province of qUl;be c interest i tsel f i n rail way ol'mershi p , and 
it was onl y too {"lad , in th(; first hal f of the l SBO decade , to unl oad its 
um'iantc:l dependent , i n two hal ves and a't differ ent t i rP.as , upon the t e en­
aJ,venturous Canadi an Paci:ic ;-{ailway . 

For s\~ven YLlars 1 l ' Assompt i on languished i n its railway- l ess l ocal e . 
Som...: of its produce "'las car ried by waeon to l t Epi phnnie , but more of it 
found its way dow-m the tradi t i onal route to the Saint Lal'lI'cnce Ri ver at 
0t . Sulpice , t hree miles al:lO,Y . Such a stat a of affa i rs coul d hardl y be 
c:.llo\·ted to continue . The towns 2.l ong the rail \'Tay ~lCre prospering , and 
<l l~ai lwClY link \'las what 1 t Assomption really needed . Accordingl y , i n 
11386 , the Domini on Government pass (? d a 10.\.,. charter i ng the LfAssomption 
H:dlway Company (49 Vic . Cap . l O)9 At thB sa.rrlC tinlC , the rail way was 
g,-nnteu " subsidy not to excG0d _jll , 200 for its 3~-m il G l ength . On 
August 28th , l BUo , a e;ovarnment order- in- council ~uthorized a cont r act t o 
b..: entered into wi th the rail \r/ay company , granting t he subsidy provi di ng 
that the rai hvay \oms sompl cted <:l.nd in operat i on not l ater than January 
1s t J 18S7. 'I'he contrc.ct \ ... .:\5 subsequentl y s i ened on September 16th , 1886 . 

Notification of compl etion of the railway was gi ven by the promoters , 
Charl es Gill , President [md A. C. ;Jurtcl o J Sccr atary , Treasur er and Gen­
er al !,ianager , both of nontrcal , in J a nuary of l Se7 , and on i nspection , 
the: ful l amount of the subsidy w;:<s pn i d to the company . 

As cOl':1pleted , tile rt.ilwuy 
gauge , tind had 56- pou,,"ld r ail . 

\'las 3. 50 miles l ong , '1as l a i d 
Holling Stock was reported as 

to the 4 ' 8~" 
consisting 
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ASSOC IATION ' S OPEN CAR 

At right is a picture of our open 
e l ect ric car taken on May 24th in 
the Youville Shops, Montreal Trans­
portation Commission, upon complet­
ion of rebuilding and restoration. 
The car Bt ill lacks paint and glass. 

Photo D. S.A. Lavallee 

• 

• 
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L'ASSOMPTION RAILWAY 

Left: View of train showing 
home- built passenger car. 

Below: The 0-4-2 geared loco­
motive which was the sale 
motive power for many year s . 
(Inset- Benoni Z. Tardif) 

Collection D. S.A. Lavallee 
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of one l ocomotive nnd one car . In the six months ending"June 30th , 1887 
the CompQny report ed that 3 , 297 train mi18s had been run , 4, 158 pass em­
gers ca rried and 90 tons of freight !l1oved . 'rhe capital stock amounted­
to ";;30 , 200 subscribed , of l.'lhich qp19,200 \/.3.5 paid in (including the ~11, 
200 subsidy). 

The locomotive used on this line , in its early years , is waid to 
hc.ve bc(.:)n Cnnndc. t 5 second steam locomotive , the lIJason C. Picrcell.t v.;hich 
had started out on the Ch~plain & §aint Luwrence Rn ilroad in 1331 , was 
sol d by them to the St . LnvIT'cnce &: Industry R.::.i lway in 1 850 , taken over" 
by the Q. l'1. 0 . & O. when tha t line E! cquircd t he Industry Railway in 1880, 
acquired by t he C"n.odi;:m P"cific (1 s t No . 197) in 1885 , whon the CPR ac~ 
quired the Qi'10&O , and i'inclly so l d , about 1887, to the IT Assomption Ry . 
It was scr<:!.pp0d not many years o.fterv/ard . 

TJ:-.LU I ! Assomption R.'1ihm.y functioned for fifteen years after its 
opening in J .::muary 1887 . The locomotive ,:md car connected with the im­
portant tra.ins on the Montreal-Quebec l ine at l!Epiphanie, and occasion­
ally hc..uled ca.rs of freight in to l'Assomption . Mil eage statements 

t~ t o {Oliette 

......... " Paro.dis 

CPR 

I,..-· to },iontreal 

L'ASSOMPTION RAILWAY 
Approximate 
Sca le: 1" -

route. 
1 mile. 

to 

indicate that an aver age of two 
or three round trips n day \'lere 
operated . On several occaSions , 
it is r el ated that a private 
car 1,K1. S brought in over the l ine , 
once on n visit of the Catholic 
Bishop to l'Assomption, another 
when Sir Wil frid Lauri er , the . 
noted Canadian political figure , 
who hailed from nearby St . Lin , ­
came to give a pol itical speech . 

In its early ye ars , the 
railv;ray was a joint stock company 
controlled by its promoters , 
Gil l and WartGlo . During this 
period , the r a ilwny WQS cosmop­
olitan and urbane enough to have 
n Principal Office in Montreal. 
Hovrcver, the location of tho . 
office varied from year to year ; 

hO rue des Allemands (German 
Street) , 1656 Not r e Dame , 

. 1 4$$ Notre Damo; 97 St . J:lmes 
Gnd 35 St . James , were some 
of the Montrec: l .:::.ddresses . 
In 1892 , ~ man named J . O.Dorion 
"ms Genera. l Superintendent", 
but from 1893 on , the Gill­
"lrJilrtelC:! administr.:1t i on engag­
ed the services of one Benoni 
Z. Tardi f , as Superintendent 
in dir e ct chQrg6 of the line ' 
Qt l' Assomption . Apparently, 
TQrdif ronde the railw~y some­
thing of a hobby, and in 
spite of small but continuing 
defi cits, he acquired the 
railway in 1900, and from 
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and f rom then on operated it as the "801e Proprietor t1 of the LgAssomp­

t ion Ra ilway. Hr . Tardif ' 5 daughter, an authoress , is st::Lll alive some­

where in France J and in a recent articl e contributed t o a French rail vlay 

magazine , and ShOiffi to us by one of our newer members , ~JIr . r..Uchel Bell e­

humeur , the l ady ren inisces about her early days in I' Assompt i on when 

father Benoni ran the railway . The l ocal inhabitants named the t r ain 

1I1e tardi fll both as .:1 tribute to the Sale Propr ietor and to h i s raih'lay , 

in an oblique 'rIaY J as the meani ng of the surnnme IITardiflt J tra nsl ated 

free l y into J!:ngl ish means , !lthc tardy oneil . 

In its l ater y ears , the railway mm ed a rather strange-looking 

0- 4- 2 geared l ocomotive , pr obabl y of local manufacture , and a home- buil t 

passenger car, \'fhose photographs are shown vlith th i s articl e (page 79). 

It is doubtful whether this smal l engine \..".oul d hav~ had t he power nec­

essary to move a regulo.r rail way car, and it must be assumed that by the 

turn of the centur y , the railway ' s functton had l essened to that of a 

I't a xi \I service between I' Assomption and I' Epiphanie J rather than as a 

bone- fide r <:l ilway conn0ction i n the stri ctest sense , for fretght and 

pas s enge r i nterchange . 

'1'he ca ree r of the I ' Assompt i on Ra i lt-lay termina t ed in 1903 . In that 

year ; t he Grea t Northern Railway of Canada comp1et19d construction of its 

subs i d i a ry , the Chatee.u.~uay &; Northern Rail w!y , from l·loreClu Street stat­

ion in r~lontreal, thr ough POinte- aux- Trembl es , Cha r l emagne , I t Assomption , 

and l' Epiphanie to J ol iette . Be t "'leen 11 Assomption and l' Epiphani e , t he 

line parall el ed the Tardi f r ,::Li l vIaY, about a half- mil e to the north east . 

(See map) . The l ast r eport of tho l ittle line was for the fiscn. l year 

ending June 30th , 1903 . The deficits which had char acterized much of 

its career wer e still much i n ev i dence , though in this Ins~ report , the 

def i ciency between earnings and expenses amounted to on~y ~258 . 00 . I n 

t hat t est yccr , passengers br ought in $945 and freight $266 , totall ing 

.,1 , 211, but the opercting expenses f or 5, 994 t rai n- miles "ere $1, 469 . 

These figures are small as r ail way statistics go I but the deficits vlere 

rather large to be shoulder ed by the 11301e Proprietor" , Benoni Z. TD.. rdif , 

and in the compl etion of the 11 Gr nnd Nord ll , it is t o b}i e~ected that he 

saw h i s cha nc e to get out from Wlder D. r nther burdensom_l? "" 99~byH . 
t-' r~ "' 

Smal l ~md l oca l though the It Assompt i on RaiJ.WClr ~5 , /j.t . ..Jleverthel ess 

pl ayed its tiny part i n C:!nado ' 5 transportat ion e.cohom;'";" it -is due l a rgel y 

to pi oneer ventures of thi s type that we owe ourJ great , and still grOwing , 

r a ilway network of today . / , ' \ .. \ :-C, 10 i . '\ . \\ 

1 J'1: ;~:;, ,,- J J jJ~' ~~I \" \ ', 

- - ,/1":/<.,. '?~-11 ~- \-l '"j '" ~Jjf', _ \"'~\,' 
0 - 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- /, ~ ~~ « _. :, . . 

'/ "~/\I '- i ' , -,:.::I:r.;:::1 ~ _ ;4-1 
000000000 ~~ -~~~!t.;,r_·£~-7-~ -: .":;::--~~:'.).\~ ~_~~J;!.~I 

8 RAILWAY EXCURSION IN NEW BRUNSWICK 

8 

An excursion wi l l b e hel d over the Canad i ctn P.8.cific Hct ilwayts 

Minto SubdiviS i on , between Norton and Chi pma n , N. B. , and return , 

on Satur d<lY, June 14th . This excursi on , organized by 14r . Dona l d 

n. Scott of the Jlloncton Tra ve l Agency , J:<loncton , N. B., will 

include motor trans IX'rtcttion to ,:md from Norton , out of Moncton . 

Pnrticipent s will ride t he r egul ar trains 559 and 560 . Motor cade 

from Moncton will l eave ~fuin and Alma streets at 7 : 45 AM A.D. S . T. 

Thos e i nter ested should contact Mr . Scott for fares and information . 
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C. P . R. ~lountain Observation Cars afford •••••• 

THE BEST ','IAY TO SEE THE ROCKIES ) 
~ ____________________________ . ____ J" .. . by Forster Kemp 

r·rucH HAS BEE;1 SPOKE!; AND WRITTEN in the last few years about dome­
equipped railway cars , as the Itlast word if in observation equipment . One 
Canadian railway J the Canadian Pacific , oper ates dome cars . -- This rail­
way a l s o operates mountain observation cars between Calgary and Kamloops 
or Vancouver during the smnmer months . These are probably the last such 
cars in North America to see regular service , and operation of both 
types provides an i nterest ing opportunity to compare them . 

The dome car i ncorporates lounge or dining fac ilities in addition 
to the dome seats , " .. h ich are 24 in number . There 3.re usuall y two dome" 
cars in a train ,-Ihich , however , may be carrying 300 or more passengers . 
They have the advantage of be i ng avail~ble in all kinds of weather , but , 
bes i des being crowded , they have a munber of disadvantages for those 
"Jishing to photograph the scenery. The gl ass is tinted green to minimize 
the gl are from the sun , and compensation must therefore be made by the 
use of a photographic filter ; these t"l0 fr.ctors reduce avt..i l abl c light 
by al most one-hal f . 'fhe curvature of the gl ass introduces r efl ect ions 
which arG difficult to avoid . It s eems to be almost i mposs ible to keep 
tho gl ass clean for uny l ength of time , as dust , insects and other 
matter collect on the gl ass , especially the front panel s , whil e the 
motion of the train causes heads to bump the g l ass occasionally, l eaving 
smears of hair oil. 

How to ovoid all this? 3imply procure 0 reservation from Moose 
Jawor Calgary on tra i n No .13, uThe r·lountaineer il which runs from St • . 
Faul to Van couver during Jul y a nd August , returning as No .14. At Cal­
gory , one of three mount .:tin observation cars v!ill be added to the train . 
1'hcse a r ch- roofed ilhayr acks" were converted from coaches 1421, 1422 and 
1424 i n 1956 , and bear numbers 597 , 598 and 599 . They are unique i n . 
appearnnco , having narrow l et.ter ing boards nnd high windows i n the CEm­
tre section . Of steel construction, they ride upon six- whee l trucks . 

Each car has three sections . Two of thc3e , at the ends , are open 
except for th~ r oof and supporting pillars. They are fitted with wood­
en Ilwalkover" seats Nhich have.! canvas covers \ihich .3.r e roll ed down whime 
the car is s tored . The centre section has high windO\'1s with a l uminum 
sashes , ~mich may be raised to hal f their height . The centre section 
n150 h~s ste~m heating COils , a nd i s heated during evening hours and in 
the chill weather often encountered in the Ilockics , oven in midsummer . . 
Seats in this section have heavily- padded "\'1alkovcr ,t se.:lts , with leather ­
etta coverings . 

From this car , one can photograph the scenery without the bother 
of fi l ter s and refl ections . The smDll of the forests; the roar of rush­
ing water s ; the rumble of wheels on bridges ; tho growl of the diesel s as 
they pull up a gr ade -- all these can be experienced from the open car, 
but are al most lost in the dome . 

However , be warned --- you wil l get dirty on the open car t Diesels 
have el iminc.tcd cinders , but fin~ dust still r i ses ' from the r oadbed . 
You may not notice it unt i l you wash up for dinner, but you will then 
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vw.nt Q clc.:m shirt , <It l east l A cap of some description is strongly 
ru cOlll!nt.mdcd . 

Tho C" PClcity or cors 597- 599 i s at l east 100 , so thot 
ncnrl y :15 mu ch compct i~ion for sp.:1ce .1S on t he dome C.:lrs . 
im,'ltion of t~1 is wri ter, a littl e grime i s <l EmaIl price to 
I consider to be , t he best ride through the Ro ck i es . 

000 - 0 - 000000000 - 0 -

~-I'[ONTII ' ~lr . [[ amp wi ll descri~~-f-' t T
1

• thh~cj'~ in~t eresting itinerary a nd back- . 
ground of somo of Canadu ' s l ast l ake 
steamer s . Don't miss - "Through 
Mu skokc. ' 5 Nar row Channels , i t illust-
r ated , next month . 

I , 

there is not 
In the est­
pay for \;ha t 

000 

COmN G NLXT ;:;O!ITH ALSO , Pa rt II of Chapter III of liThe Intercolonial", 
<l. history of C.::mnd.:'!. 's Confcder2tion h.n.il w.:1Y , by L . A. Seton . 

a The Cumberl and nnilw!lY & Coal Company has been 
NO'l'ES AND NE\:lS authorizod by the Doc.rd of Transport Conunis s i on-

·1 e rs t o nb<.~.ndon i ts line between Springhill and 
Parrs9oro , N. S . 'rhe company stf". t cd tha t it had 

by Forster Kemp lost ~504 , 000 i n operating the line duri ng the 
period from 1950 to 1957 . The line l" " S origi n­
dly built to haul co"l from Springhill mines 
fo r sh ipment via stCI.l.li1crs from Parrsboro , but 

has boen dependent upon loca l trc.ffic since most of the co~l began 
moving by r 3.il through Sprine;hill Jct . The ,line pnr~llels the ma in 
H.:!.lif.::tx- Amher st hi gh\,KlY, and most of the l oca l freight and p3.ss(mger 
trofi'ic nO,"'l r.J.o ve s in this m.lnner. Ab~ndonment i s to take pl ace before 
June 13, but the exact dat e of the l Cl st run is not yet known . 

e CC!.n~dian Nat ional R<li l ",'-::'YS is pl anni ng to discontinue operation of two 
of its most i nteresting l ocnl t r a ins . The Company has r equested per­
miss i on from threc mun i ci pc.1it i es in tho Cornwnll a r ea to discontinue 
TrClins 25 and 26 , u noffici.11l y ilThe Mo ccasin il , which operate dail y 
e xc ~pt 3undQy bet\veen Montrec.1 and Brockvi1lc , Ont,:.rio . This tr.o:. iz'l, 
in opor at i on for nearly 10) years (it begon i n the summer of 1855) , 
i s the ol dest continuously-operett ed schedul e in Cnnadn . It i s prop ... 
osed t'J discontinue t he service on Jul y 30th , nnd to ha ndl e express 
sh i pments by truck . 

9 The other C. N. R. l oca l service affected is train No .45 between Toronto 
and Orillio , Ont ., and probabl y its counterpart , No . 44 from Barrie to 
Toronto . 1'his sorvice W.8. S mn.dc f<::.mous by Canadian humourist Stephen 
Lea cock i n his short s tory wl'r:J. i n to ~1ariposan . The fact that the 
r eturn trip operates f rom Barrie i s [',ccountod for by the fac t that the 
trnin r eturns de:::.dhead from Orillia to Alla ndal e (near Barrie ) \'1here 
i t remains overni ght . This tr4 in formerl y opera ted through to Midlan~ . 

e 1'he P.::cific Great Eastern Ra ilwny reached the Pence Ri ver on M..1.y 19th , 
a s ,';ork t r c. ins crossed the bridge , which was constructed l ast yea r 
near Fort Sc.int John , B. C. The nrr iv.::l l was virtually unheral ded , and 
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no cere~ony was hold to mark the completion of the line to the Pe~ce . 
1'rnins are now serving gas- r efining operations which 0).,t r act sul phur 
from natur.::. l gns no.:.r '.i'nylor , B. C. The Company t s General lvian.::.gcr , 
!JIr . Joseph Broadbent , has stated that PQsseng cr s(!rvicc from North 
Vnncouvc;r to Fort 3i.."l.int JC'hn .:Ind DnvfSon CrGck will pr(1)abl y begin in 
8cptt.;mber . 'l'ho th:cou[;h servic (.J will be provided by Budd nnc units , 
and \-lill require 21 hours for tho ?25-milo t rip . The time r equired ' 
for the North V,'1l1couver- Prince Gcorr;c p:':,rt of the trip w'ill be short­
Bned to l4! hours . 

e The 3peech from t:t l1 Throne , dcliv ..... red at the opening of Canada I s Par­
l i.:uncnt on r·41.Y 12th , stated th.:l.t Parliament will be ask ed to authorize 
construct i on of n 400- ;:iIilc r:!.i l i'lc..y from 11.:.terw.:tys , Alt :1 .J. on the N6r­
ther n Alb8rtn Rnilwnys , to Pine Paint , N. W. T., on Gr e .:lt ::> l ave Lake . 
It is expected thG.t some opposition Nill come from representatives of 
th0 Pen.ce River areQ , who WQnt th8 r;'tilway buil t northward from Grim-
5hm'l, on thrJ Hines Creck branch of the N. A. R., \,lh ich is oper[~t ed under 
the joint IDa.nagomcmt of the C. P . R. nnd the C. N. R. The r a ilway , as pro ­
jected from \'laterwnys , would cost from 65 t o 75 million dollars . 

e C"n"dian Na tional (Hest Indies) Steamships Limited ha s decided to offer 
i v5 f l eet of eight cargo ships for sul B. Those vessel s , comprising 
fiv~ StIJ r.t...':l and three motor vessel s , have been idle since their cre"IS 
\'i~nt on strike July '+th , 1957 . They no", lie Ctt anchor i n Halifax . 

e C,::m'"l.dian N.:!.tiona l R~ilwtlYS 1 f::unouse motor vessel IIWilliam Carson'll is 
ey:pected to bcgin operation into Port- aux- Bnsqu3s , Nfl d ., t!'lis yenr . 
This vGssel, buil t in 1955 , proved unabl e to operate into Port - aux­
Dasques harbour safe l y , and so it l1:1s been pl aying in freight service 
to Argcntia , until the Port hCtrbour coul d be modified , to r ece ive the 
n ew ferry . Service to Port- aux- Basqucs is presently operated by the 
3 . 8 . ,iBurgeo H and tho S . S . "Cabot 3trnitil . 

e A:.; prQ'iiously ,:mnounced , the nontronl Tranpporto.tion Commission wi ll 
substitute .:mtohuses for streot cars on threo regula r routes a nd one 
rush- hour route on June 22nd . The regul ar routes nr'C nos . 5 - ONTARIO , 
from Aylmer l'cr;uinus to Vic.u and Hotre ])a.mc ; 9 - RACHEL, from St . 
L""roncc to Iocrvi11e j and 37 - DAVIDSON, from Ont"rio t o R" chel. l'he 
rush huur route to be discontinued i s 5A - ONTARIO , from Victori a Sq­
ua r e to Vi nu and Notro D(l.me . 

e It is expected that the 4-6- 4T suburban l ocomot ivcs used on Canadi~n 
Hu~~ ion:t l Ruilwnys f Nontrecl- Dorvnl loca l trains will soon be replaced 
by d i esel rand swi tchcrs . 'fhcre nrc two of these trains , daily except 
Seturd.:lY ethd Sunday ; one trai n onl y on Saturday. ~~D.ch train r.l..1.kes 
tt·lO round t rips from Montreal to Dorval. Engines u s ad are Nos . 47 and 
49 c.nd they <.11"e probably the l .:1st suburb.:tn IItan1c lt engines on the con­
tinent . Coo. l and water are carried in a small ntcnder i

'1 mounted behind 
the c.:lb , but on the engi ne fr.-:tmo . (Engines are c.ctunllyllForneys"- Ed . ) 

e Can::tdi['.n Pacific Rnilw::y experienced a three - d<:lY strike by its firemen 
bl;:tw~c:n l,lay 11th c.nu 13t.h , but service continued in most nreas . The 
mc. jority of' tra ins "lCro h.::ul ed by diesel l ocomot ives . Ei ght rond­
switcher units handled six trains in I·lontrca l suburban service , in 
a.ddition to normally steam- h.:tul ed trains to OttilWC. , Quebec , Sutton , 
c.nd Stc . Therese- Ste . Agnthe . 

RE~IENBER THE BANQUE1' , WEDNESDAY J UNE 11TH, 7 : 00 PII. , RESERVATIONS REQUIRED . 
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e Cnn.:tdi'ln Nat i onal Raihmys cl ni ms to h::tve operated the l ar gest Canad­
~a,,'1 pnsscng(;r trnin on r.fuy ath , 1958 , when 964 pi.ssengcrs were hnn­
d. l ed from the Ctmard , S . s . l1Snturn i a ,1 at Halifax . The tra in included 
26 p~~sstmgcr Co.r8 , dr,:I.'If'ffi by three diesel units . 1'ho previous r ecord 
Was 2~ cars , mD.de on April 1 5th . A 2l- cnr upec i .:-:.l, carrying 753 pqss­
(;ng0rs from the liner "Queen Fredric,:IY follo'\'lCd t he "3a turni a II spec i a l 
out of H,'\ lif~!x . Pcssengers wore cc.rried to pOints ucross Canada , as 
far : ... fi el d ns Brit i sh Colu.mbic . 

e lllontrcnl Trunsport.~tion Commission' s f ~ ... mous o bserv~_tion cars will not 
bo opcratc::d i n rcgul c.r servi ce thi s yenr . However , cars 3 and 4 will 
be ilv.:t il.<:>.blc for ch~rtcr by interested organized gr oups . The ca rs, 
known as IIGo l don -Ch.:triots II by the [.'2ontr c:tl public , because of their 
g ilded metalwork , were n frunili~r sieht on r.Iont r eal streets for fifty­
two sGc.sons , unt il contract i on of t r ackn.ge brought about their with­
dr<1\'1~I. C:J. rs I and 2 a re i n stornge at Youville for historicc l pur-
poses . 'rhcse obs(.rv~::_tion t rolleys are the l ast in Cannda , though 
other cities operated simil f'. r equipment i n years P.:lst . Two each 
oper~tcd in Quebec cit y and in Vancouver, while the syst em in Cnlgary 
hnd one such cnr which f eatur ed l a rge plate- gl :J.ss mirrors in the s ide 
pa.nel s . 

e On r·l; \y 22nd or 23:rd , CClnc.dian Nationa l R~ilways st:1rtcd using its 
new undcrpc .. ss und~r the Canadia n P".cific Hnilway' s Winche~ter Sub­
d ivision .'It Bo.llantyne , on the western outskirts of M.ontreal. 'I'his 
undcrp-:::. ss repl aces <l l evel crossing at er 0.dc wh ich tie.s ori ginr. lly 
inst,,-lleu in 1887 .,hen the present CPIl line to Tor onto WGS built across 
the ol der trlacks of the J acques Cnrt i er Uni on Railwa y , a Gr~nd Trunk 
subs i diC'.ryl C.Q.n{~di :1n PC'.cific tr(1. i ns are still using a temporary 
woodun t r est l e over the new depr essed CNIl t rucks , some Y.:l rds south 
of the pcrma.nent crn bridge on its ol d ul ienment , wh ich is expected to 
be put into use shortly. 

BACK COPIES OF TH~ NE1!IS REPORT AVAILABLE: 

::iith t his issuc , th ere i s encl osed a list of bCtck 
co pies of the NC\I!s Report which nre nmv <.1.vc.ilnble from 
the Editori .:1.1 Committee .::It nomin.:11 cost ~ Somc of these 
copies a r e in very S!lOrt supply, and those interested 
are ursed to sl3nd i n their requests .:lS S00n as possibl e . 
In adc.ition to the copies listed , copies of the current 
yont s .R8ports , except that for J ['.nuary , nr e a l so .:1va ilabl e , 
at 20¢ per copy , 

ONE OF TIlE l·lOST RUGGED pi e ce s of r a ilway t r ack in C"nuda is the 36 ,3 
miles of C~no.d ian Pucific line through t he Coquih.:1lla Gorge , between 
Coquih~lla Qnd Hope , B. C. At the western end of the southern or Crows 
Nest route thr-:lUgh British Columbia. , this stretch of tru ck descends from 
a n a ltitude of 3 , 646' "bove sea l evel ,".t Coquiho.lla , to 144' just before 
crossing the Fr aser Ri ver at Hope , B. C. This section includes twelve 
tunnel S , forty trestl es and bridgc::s a nd f ive snO\oJsheds . One of the 
bridges i s a 630- foot wooden trestle over a smull creek . To top it all 
off , Coquiha l ln stc.tion hol ds one of t he snowfall r e cords for Canada , the 
a vercge being some 575" -- nearly forty- C:i ght FEET -- pcr year. The names 
of the sta tions - JULIET, RO~1ll0 , I i,GO, PORTIA , J ESSICA , LEAR , OTHELLO -
o.r e a ll t a ke n from the plays of Sho.kespoare . 


