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The Toronto Union Station is one of the finest on the conti-

nent. It is unique in that it is one of the only large etation3 in

which provision is made for through train operation. That is to say,

it is not a station of stub end tracks such as is the case in most of

the larger stations.

The present statiqn is the successor to the Old Union Station

which was located a block west and which served from 1873 until 1927

when the present station was officially opened by the Prince of wales

on August 6th, 1927, and was actually opened for traffic on the 11th

day of the same month.

The property is owned and operated by the Toronto Terminals

Hailway Company I' which is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Canadian

National and Canadian Pacific Railway Companies, each owning 50% of

the stock. It was incorporated by Act of Parliament of Canada on

July 13th, 1906.

The Station is the result of inteneive engineering studies

incorporating and improving upon the best features of large American

Stations and adapting them to the specific needs of the growing City.

Conat.r-uct.Lon of the Station building was commenced in 1913, but was not

cornp Let.ed until 1920 due to delays created by ','lurIdWar 1. The main

building was occupied then by railway offices only, the tracks, grade

separation, etc., delayed the completion for train operations until

August 1927. Ev~n then complete ancillary works such as express facili-

ties, signalling, et.c , , were not wholly completed until 1931.
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The ;itat ion proper Ls thf~ part in \'ihlch th€J Pub.Li.c la moat

Lnt.erca ted , first, lot us eLiml.nnt.e tho ea:Jtcl'J..y one-third of t.he

building as thin is owned by the h:minion Government and is known as

Postal Tenninal "A". In architectural appearance it conforms to the

station, being built at the name time.

Ent.er-Lng the Station proper, one is .impr-es sed by the massive

stone co.Lurnnsalong the face of the centre block. There are 22 of these,

each 1.•0 feet in height, weighing more than 75 tons and are turned from

solid Bedford Limestone, their foundation going down to solid rock. lbe

other exterior stone i3 Indiana and ("(ueenston limestone. Exterior decora-

tion is in harmony with the massivenes6 of the structure, which ia 752

feet long (Lnc Ludtng Post Office section) with an average height of

87 f'eet f'r om street level, the centre portion rising to 112 feet.

,)0 passing through the doors one enters the Ticket Lobby; This

room is 250 feet. long, 84 feet wide, and the cOiling 88 feet above the

floor. The walls are of Zumbro stone from Missouri, selected for its

natural fossilized structure whose mellow effect lends itself to interior

use in such large areas and for its light reflecting qualities. Below

the cornice sur-r-cun.i.ing this room, are carved the names of Cities and

Towns in Cana-Ia w~ich are served by the two major Railways. The ceiling

b a t.r-ue arch d f Vitrified Gustavino Tile, whose colour har;nonizes with

the walls. The b.rched windows at each end are four stories high. The

floor and :J t.a i rwavs at each end leading to the &Ut Concourse are of

lennessee ml1rble, selected for its colour and hard wearing qualities.

Jl the north si ce of the room are the ticket offices, the Canadian

N;,tional at the west, the Canadian Pacific at the east. Between the two

are located telecommunication offices and infonnation cent.r-es , On the

opposite side are the baggage checking and par-ce I checking facilities,
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ccn l.r-e at t.h e cl'>CK c i r-c l.e will U" i'o un.! t.u- (ral.fI Ln f'orma t.Lon boards

Li e t.Lng ".11 ar r iv lng and d~parttrll~ Lra1.Il3.

AdJoini.ng the Thket Lobby to the west are the •../a1 ting Rooms J

Clak itoam, York Pioneer, Kitchens, ~1:l.3h !looms, Barber Shop, Shoe Shine,

etc.

Durinf 19h7~ extensive renoviltions and alterations were

undertaken t.hr-o ur huut the Stat ion. Till'; interior »t.one walls of the

Ticket Lobby and .h« 1~A.i.ting Room Here cleaned. A new entrance

stairway to 'l'r ac« 1. W].g conut ruct.cd f'r-om the Waiting Room: and the

'/iaiting Room was "::lr:lpletely refut'"c;tshpci, including new seats.

The 1lt'.1 "'~.)'I Conmut.er t.r-ii n <;1'1rv.i cc comn.enced operations

dur Ln.: the SUUJInu', :\f~d the a r r.i v.il cor.vvur-s e along with trades 2 and

3 were turned cv er 1.<) this service a l mos t exc1usively. Due to the

re~ular train t '-it [fir. being confined to the depar-t.ur-e concourae , it

was nece s aary to «nLar ge the concourse bY removing the inner row of

stores and oI'f i.ce-: , In conjunction with this phase, existing outer

off i ce s "f'Cf' 1'('1' »v.i t cd , new sea.t i.ru; wag supplied, 8 new P.A. system

and lightin;s WCT'':' .i.nst.aLl.ed , ()I'le als o goe s from the "GO" Conunuter

level, thrl'l.lgh ;1 tunne l to t.he Roya 1 York Hotel, and to a direct

conne c t t on -,.,i trJ 11:tpid Tr-ane it Stat 1'm. To further enhance the

ilppe;H';~IiC'r~·,f t.. II· jJUuiic areas of t.he .it.ar.Lon , a new t ra.lnboa rd was

ins t ;,lled, t rH' tld'i:(\/<(> checking ar'Pd •.•.•..as renovated and new si g;ns

A8 ()IH' t,r()ceed~ to his t.r-a i n , he may have an oppor-t.urri.t.y to

vi ev the t r» i /1 sh·~d -- the «I'Pd. un ie r whl.ch , as far as pos s Lbl,e trains

are parkf)d. Th).':' :1:wd a c corunodat.e s t.ro ina up to ll~ cars in lengt.h

ami tr."re a r e 1\: ~ lir:h t r-ack s unde r t.hi a roof and one irnmediat(~l.y



cone ide r •.d;j e d i s t.anc e to reach their train:"

f.noth("r r.ot abLe f ea t ure of t.ni : JtaLon Le that 'With the

-xc e ot i on of pI a t. Corms serv i.nz t n' r:k5 1 and ;)- J. which ar-e con.bl.na t.ion

platforms, every alternate platr·,ri:1 is t'ue ~..a3~'i)nger use exc Lus Ive Ly

and trucking is ("JIi1'ined to exc l.usi ve t.iuck tru: platforal3 bet.we en the

pa8nenf.,~r platforms.

iie I'ot e guin,,; furt!lP!' j ut.o jeulDs, let us return to Hie ar-e a

are never 3p.en t:~1 the t.r-av e l I'i.ng public. Under the floor of the

Corm.ut.e r level and extending e;reater' them lots length, is another

bas.eme nt, in which is houe ed t.h e i'nginp. room wherein are located the

va r ious mach Lne s for such PUl'i'ose:; a s h':Fl.ting, ventilation, sevage

.J Lspos a L, ai r compressors. pumps , eteH-m :l:i.:;tribution, ice

rranufac t ur i.ng , f.;t~. There is ,/, }.i()dt'r .ruue t a t ion fed by two high

',f t.he neeIs or ;1 f~OO<i s iz en t,,)W11; ell s o t ner e ar-e carpenter, p.Lumbf.nz,

- l ec t r ical, mach ine , paint and o:..her r-eia ir- shops necee sary for the

ra i nt eriar«:- o f such a vast. plant.

jith trnins coming and g(ing in all \Ilrections on t~e two

outro i nz train concourse a r-oom In Wilich communi.cat.Lon h1 maintained

wit h all out l y i np" train de apat.chi ng ot'f'Lce s , and her-e Conductors p':<,t
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such a3 t.hl!!baggage room, information centres, Post Office, and

others. This ingenious machine duplicates the Operator'f} written

i.nformation 3imultaneously to all outlets.

Hailway station3 must have tracks. The Union Ste.tion is

served by six main tracks between Bat.hurst. Street on the w,,~st where

trains converge from the east and north, and in the Station .area

these tracks sprl"ad out through extensive switching leads or ladders

as 'fie call thCII, to eleven s t.at ion tracks. It is possible to crOBS

trains in any manner- desired at either the east or west approaches

to the St ati on , All this meanr. eLs.cor-at,e e.Lect.r.i.c interlocking and

si r na l, equl pment. which .is housed in t.hr ee Lnt.e r Locki.ng stations and

one manually operated st.at.Lon, 'l'h~eLe ct.ri.c Lnt.er-Lock.Lng system iFI

one of the largest on the continent, actually being fifth in rank,

and embodies the best in safety and flexibility of operations.

In addition to the II11ion St at.Lon Building, the Toronto

Te rmi na l s ha iIwav Company d i d 0\0,1\ t he bu i ldf.nr, on the west known as

the Canadian Nat.i ona I Rai Lwavs K<'i)l'eSS Bui.Ld i.ng, and the building to

the t'-'lst, ~"ut,h of the Dominion Cust.orcs Building, which houses the

Canadian j'aci.fl!' Fxpr-e s s f'aci I it i.e a , Each fudJway bought. back its

own ii,xpre:ls liui ;rling on September 12th, 1957.

Anot.h-rr- part of the pr opcrt.y not usually thought. nf is the

'.:entnd lle<ltine PLant, Locat.ed at lork and Fleet StrElcts. 1his i~

t.he lRI',;esl Central Heat.Lng Plant in the Dornini on of Canada, be lng

rat.eo capable of generating over )(:0,000 pounds of steam per hour.

::;,'l:ethi.ng of it~l size may be i;rasDed wher. it is realized it generates

ove r 97J,();JO,'))(J lbs. of steam each year. This plant supplies all the



t.he Canarli an Nil t i ona l, l~xpre~13 UI.lilL1iws and the new Canad i an

National Conununi cat.Lons and Gar-ar;e Building; also the Canadl an

Pac i f'Lc Exor-e s s .duilding and, on the north side, the Canadian

Pa ci I'Lc Royal York Hotel wi th its new addition; the Workmen's

Compensation Boar-d building and the Postal Terminal Building

located on Fleet Street. Steam is also supplied to t.he many shops

and coach yar-ds etc. belonging to the Canad i.an Pacific Railway and

the Canadian National Railways.

For the statistically minded, the immensity of the Toronto

Tenninals l1ailway property may be gleaned from the following:

Ther~ are:

4 Pas sen.rer elevators
12 Fr'ei.ght elevators for Mail, Express, and Ba~;gage
Approximat.e Iy 4j~ miles of pipe for handling steam, water,

air. refrigeration, sewage, etc.
Appr())(:imately 1500 steam and hot water radiators
Appr-oxtrnat.e Iy 216 miles of wire for powe r and light

(eAclusive of signal system, telephone or telegraph)
Appr-ox.imat.e Ly 5000 fluorescent Li ght.Ing fixtures
Approximately 2900 other lighting fixtures
Approxi mat.eIy 10,000 electric light bulbs
Ap}I'roximately 350 electric motors of various si.zes

25 transfonnersof various capacities complete
with control equipment

Approximately 4 miles of s t.at.i.on platforms, 11,000 feet
with roof covering

0ver 2000 persons daily work in the various offices
throughout_these buildings.

The Si8na1 System briefLy, covers:

25~ miLes of circuited track
2Jl) signals

76 dOllblt~ swi t.chrs
H9 s inr-Le swi t.ehe s

'~27 levers for ope r-at.i ng sv.it.che s and signals
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:)vpr 35un i ncori nr: ·••..-i '(':: 1 n e Le c t.r ic iJrL~,,·l(';<;)\1.!i.:"; ;.,·It ens
;lllt! hlJJldrt~(l:J o I' f)UW! pi~C(')3 o f ",.uip;;I(T.t i.nc Iumt.a
tor) el r-c t.ric ~Ji.'·,n,dUnj.~ and r.nt.cr-Locb.i rn;
;Y1B !Jwi. t.ch Illachjne~

Trains arid C;lI'!1 handI ed in 1 'nO were:

33, 'n:?
21.), U~f)

519,(9)

1~53en~er trains or avera~e of 93.1 per d~y.
enl;i.rw3 and cars or aver-ar;e of 66') per day.
freight engines a.nd cars or average of 1422 per day.


