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by Umer J.A. Lavollcee,

Coanimaing our historical aru;lgfsis; of Lune railway
toruind i G 1:113n cities and towns, we:ich was begun
ast austumn usings the stations of lh)huYEal as a TOplC,
70 turn now to tinae city of Toronto. The author is

indeoted to i, Andrew Merrilees for supplying much
informavion, aud to Iw. C.W.K, Heurd for assistance
in map rese I

I - The Berinninges,

The present Toronto Union Station, with its amal-

ganeted railway facilities used by Canadian National and Canadian Pacif-
ic troins qxd their connections over cther lines, belies the existence
¢v « wiversified and picturesque collection of rallway terminals in that

city, wihici once lined the bayfronu from Berkeley Street, on the east,
to Lacen's ‘harf, at the foot of Bathurst Street

Toronto did neot open its first railway station until 1853; in May
of that ycar, the Untarin, Simcoe & Huron Union Railway opened its first
sectron from Teronto to Aurcra, Ontario. Not alone Canada's first rail-
way, it eSS also the first Sb@dm oprerated line in all of Upper (anauh,
though a horse-operated railway had existed cince 1839 at Niagara. <he
05&1i0R was built to the 516" gaure, created by rovincial enactment two
years previouslys the route OLb of Toronuo wac that followed today by the
Canadian National Railways! Newnarket Subdivision.

This first station was little more than a rudimentary wooden shelter,
affording passengers scant accomodation., OSituated at the moutheast cor-
ner of Bay and rfront Streets, the platforms extended WesEerly from Bay
Street nearly to Sword's Hotel, later called the Queen's The OSZHUR
ran along the bayshore bank from this station, pre-empting the water lots
with great foresight, an action which was loter to cause much dlfflculty
with the Grand Trunk RullW&Y of Canada, The running shed and yard of the
035¢HUL was located on the west side of Brock Street (now Spadina Avenue),
and an office building and station was later erected here at which trains

storped, in- and out-bound, ¥Following the prcsznt route of the CHR,
stitions were located at an early date at Parkdale and at St.Clair Avenue.
The rrcsent CNX depot at Parkdale is a later structure, while that at St.
Cl.i. survived untill about 1925, when it was replaced by the station

at Joveoport Road, Thus did what was later called the Northern Railvay
0i Csznada find its way into Toronto, and it remained Toronto's only rail-
w;y Tfor two-and-a-half years, its engines “"Lady Elgin, "Toronto” and
“"Sosephine' pulled trains in the open fzrmland in the hinterland of

Bathurst Street, woncers in an age of wonders.
The first interlecper upon this pastorel scene was the Great ‘JJestern
failway, 'hose branch from Hamilton to Toronto was complcted in December,

v_j‘v

1&55, he G./d's path is that followed today by the CHR into Toronto
through iimico and Zunnyside. Jetahlishlng its engine terminal west of
Bothurst Street, where the Horthern (0S&HUR) was intersected, the GJK
cntirued on the landward side of tho lLiorthern intc its ovn station in

T

s
Frent Street, west ol the latter's depot.

1- Sword's iiotel was approximately where the new Royal
Yerk extcnsion is situated,
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Jhe year 1950 was an cvoatiul ; 'Q
ong for toronto; in that yoar, the G | LY
Grand Trunk ,&1l]ﬂJ&}7 of Comds opencd Oy B
lincs wostward cud eastwors Iow the . eyl
eityy bhi lormer to Laulis dnoenl sy ; fa
185C, the latter to Cshavs in thc | .,
following month, .Jith tho dorthorn Z ’\x OTR Don Sta
and the Creat Yestern alrea.y on the | B k)hL )
scene, there was not Alch space av3114 1 IR Tt
gble, even for tae ousus and Lrunn” T I T T,
Thereforc, for & time, thne oastern i T b
Diwision bternilAsted &t & £%afionm 0B | ;3 : [
the east side of tlie Don, the route | A A AN
following the present Cli Oshawa Sub- | b }\\
aivision. The estern Div:sion, Lo i A R \%
Guelph, followcu thie Hdorthern into PLAKOLLY - o oo L
Toronto from a 001nt near Lansdovne S
Avenue, yaroil ling it as far as ! ! oL
Strachan Avenue, where it took off, | T
crossing the Croat Western at Tevel [, ——
and out to a station at Lueen's Wharf, i I
This depot was a plain worion shad, | oo
and between August 1856, i v , . R LN
time early in 1357 Grand 1.k pass= NE N ot
engers dcstined through Terriuto from | BN = Ty Mﬁ'{-NQC (05247
the Ueshern Jivision to the weotern » f y el l); .
Divicion, wvere carried by omnibus frop R A e
the Tueen's Wharf to Don Stabien, and : i dﬁ
vice versa. The omnibus service was ‘ 7 . \
offered by a man named Jones, whio camg = L Eol\GR Sta.
from the United States, 24 3 E}

P rock St.
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Thus we picture the Toronto of i
s Wjharves

Octobver 1856, when Upper and Lower ; :
Canada were rirst linked by wrails The ¥ i
GP’R had two separate stations, at the | ‘ i

Don and at 2ueen's Vharf, with pass- T B ' GTR
engers being”omgibusgpd” bbgyeen the | R e s — Haneen's
two stations. The Gig anc L€ also | : ; L1l thart
had separate stations, both in Front |, ; I =?] Stz
Street. ; - ; . It
' | e LN

Late in 1356, the GIR sought to | f ' L
recctify its cumbersome two-station | g .
arrongement, and, coming to an inter-: ' :
im arrangenent with the Northern, i s {
extended its liiuc westiara from the ! . ;, A
Don past the olc guol at the foot of | HRC Parkdaleaé;
Berkeley Street to Front St”ecu, and ! W .
glong the south side of that thorough- A J
fare into the lorthern lailway's dep-| S i '
ot st Bzy e rront Streets. For a /f§
few months anotlior tralfic arrangemeny ,4;X
was in force, very much to the T
devriment of the GYR, 4____A"~—a——‘-f:; o~ ’ IR
whereby its freigsht vas moved ‘*~\~” CTATICHS OF [0204TO

from the wueen's vharf to Bay oY
Street over the Horthern, ;
and in the Ieport of the Cormmission of Incuiry into the af

Decaember
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Crovd arunk dtailway of CLanadn, which was made in 1800, much wis made of
N

the fact of Northern delay of trof{fic in transit between the GILR yard:s
at .ueen's Vharf ond Bay Street,

warly ia 1357, however, the GVR built it own line, going esst from
the Gueen's Vharf, crossing the Wil to the laudwgrd s:de at Bathurst St-
reet, south of what was called the Prince of Jales!' alk, It proceeded

thence along front Street, joining the ecastern llnc at Bay otreect. 1In
later years, the GIR cxtended its line in froa Strachan to Bathurst,
beside that of tiiz Lorthern ..iilway of Canada,.

ITI - The First Union Stsation

All trains of the NiiC and the GTR used the
Bay Street acpov cf the North:orn until May, 1553, at which time the orig-
inal Grand Tru-~k :#ailway Toronto station was opened. Of frame construc-
tion, it wa: situnted £iftv fcet west of Bay ostreet; the roof projected
over the platform end was swcpnr+rd by orrnamental scrollwork posts,. <mall
but neat, it wag considercd to be a spreondid depot at the time of its
opening, housing two waiting rocmz, lzvatories, a lunch room, a barber
shop, a ticket ofrice, a basgage room and a tolegraph office. During 1&58,
the Northern station, “the criginal Torontos depot, was demolished, and the
new station at Irrk 3treet becawms tke Lriea” Statlon for the Grand Trunk,
the Great Vester.a and the Northcrn reijivwiys,

Before the erection of this first Urion Station, the Northern Railway
had a frame freigiht house standing on ihe shore just west of Peter Street.
All local freight was handlced at this tuilding, through wnich all trains
passed. Through freight was huardiied at the H:rbhern Rallway dock, where
the N2C elevator latcer stood, 1he freigiut house was demolished when the
tracks were later removed to +the Isplanads. 'the Grand Trunk's terminal

at this period was at the Queen'e Vharf, with locomotive and car shops,
and the freight house in a largz frame bulld ng which also housed the
passenger and baggage fa0111tdes until the removal of these facilities to
the first Union Station, In the vard at Jueen's Wharf stood a roundhouse
which was burned down several years later and never rebuilt, the location
then being changed to John Strcet.

In the period between lay 1858 and March 1866, the first Union Sta-
tion served the three railways entering Toronto. It was not long before
its facilities were found to be inadequate, however, and in the mid-3ix-
ties, the Great Vlestern Railway prosecuted the construction of its own
Toronto Terminal. A dead-end, four-track, arch-roof-trainshed building,
situated at the north-east corner of Yonge Street and the Isplanade, this
structure, & udistinctive part of the skyline of downtown Toronto, was
opened on Ierch 5th, 1866, The waiting room and passenger facilities wer:
in a building on the north side of the trainshed., En route in and out orf
the new terminal, the Great Western st “ued its trains at the Union Sta-
tion, as an intecrmediate halt., A timetnble for 1868 which the author
possesses shows the two stops for 2ll trains, as "Yonge Street' and “Un-
ion Station". Thec Yonge Street station was used untll the amalgamation
of the Gili and CTA in August, 1882, when it reverted to use as a GIR
freight shed, finzlly ending up as a fruit terminal, As such, it wacs
destroyed by fire in the summer of 1952 after eighty-six years' use,

In was not lonce before the Horthorn oilvay emulated the GIR in
moving to a new terminal. In 1852, the Horthern completed its so-called
City Hall Station, waich was between Vest liarket Street and Jarvis Street
onn the usplanade., -he name derived from the station's location at the
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It w s in this yeear *h%t the
wirdcu's first public nurrou-
MOL0 o0 July 1st. "he TGA
¢uionl, ana a chird rail was used

vulilt on the EVpL4nqde betwcen

Cor~

5, adjac to the old plant of the
sidings of double-saupc) and the Cocder-
crs of the Toronto & Hipissing Railway.
on Stetion was demolished, that a new,

ued Ol
built

he same site, at York and Front
thie west side of Simcoe Streect’
the second Union Station.

on

¢ conversinon of the broad gauge over to
liipissing arrived in 1871, all railways

e 510" gauge, ¢ tabdished by Provincial
alleged dircumstances which had led to
riiluay grure had largely disappeared and
zr eaactuent., In ths late Sixties, the

s ci 2 throufh nature to a great extent,

a3

en route across the southwcstern peninsula of Ontario, destined to and
from points in the United States, had placed a third rail on its main
lines, so that stondurd gsuzuge Uniteu Stotes rolling stock would be moved
thirough, witnout expensive znd Siliss-conswaing vre loshlmedt into broad-
gouge carc, The Grand Prun hortly foliowed suit, and by 1871,
after the 1&51 Law had Decn , Cznadian reilways were busily

h
'_I

converting over to
St:te:. ihe Grand

i 1.,

in 1871, the Greut Jester4 l
01“cm“-tdnf e, did uwot adopted |
I.7 - ro o Jccornd Union Station

d73, Toronto's seconc

iversal in the United
Toronto arca were largely changed
The liorthern, due to financial

standard gauge comnletelv until 1821,

now &lnost un

Conadal's
Jnion o,utlon

Ut

sixth birthday, Dominion Day,
s opened to the public,

Yoro

Jaly 1s%, Vi
Thisz renrcscnted a great agvance over the depots used hitherto; it was
expansive and smple f0or the traific of tuc time, functional yet not
cevoid oi & certain “ur”e+ry of design lent to its by three towers along
. z.uth sige ol the trainshed, the centre one carrying a clock. Tor-
cntoni-ns, all 5,000 of them, were proud of the second Union Station;
thoy had good reason to be., It wes ec3ily the most pretentious Tulliﬁ?
torminal in Canada and was usca by the Grand Trunk and also by the nowiw
opzn:d foronto, Grey & Brucc AJ.L.aT snother 2'6Y gauge lins whlch h&=
e its cntrance inito -oroato in 73 by parzlleling the Grand Trun¥
linc in threouch whot is now Jest Loﬂv“to (on tihe north side of the G 1)
thence botucen the CTR and HRC after Lansdowme Avenue, inally croscins
TI. to the south siae of the multiple roadbed near Strachan Averiio.
reicht troins contiiued on the old rocdbed of the GTR to fu:zso:'s
ke 4 T8 Irssencur trains rain on their oun
LPreR R0 oxdbed as far as Eothurst
LBIrE B ils by use of & third rail, into
Ll Il
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: way stration Qtin WLECLEC, 45 Lhey b:; ot
cooo first Undion L ition stiucture on the sqme sitoe, at n101f this s-
time, the GU occupded the iroo e st of Irock Strent (Lpadina Avenue) or

its eapine terwin.l, which Consistcd origi=nally o1 two rouniiouscs, sids
by sidc, the castzrnmost onu a coumpletely coverced s .ructure, wh;le the
onlicr was a conventionzl opeu-t ullulen “h”nuhousc, such as ve have to-
c.¥e tue enclosed bullding was dismanilacd in later "c;rs, and rcplaced
..A 1. i . = - :

by 2 British~type running shoed for locomotives, of the type ~t111 to be
«wohh at bBrockville, Ont., on the Canadiann National Hiilweys.,

It should be here remerked that the Toronto, Grey & Bruce, entering
tie Union Jstation, and the Toronto & N1p1051n5, using its own Be"kgley
Strect Station a short distance to the east, while both of the same

L2" gauge, never enjoyed a physical connection between them;
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Q&Y L.to R: CV,(GT,TGEE,NRC. A- Berkeley S5t. - loronto & Nipissing .y

+ B= City Hcll Stae- Horthern Ry, of Con

v e | C- Yonge Strect - urwﬁt Western Ry,
X340 ! \ N
\; Purkdzle . D= Union 3to.- TI, J<3 and Credit Vall.
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TORCITTO TLRMINALS IN 1879

in any event, there was little need for an 1Aucr'hange of traffic as
both railways were primarily feeders for the Grand Trunk,

frand Trunk Railway sidings served many wharves between Yonge
vtreet and the entrance to the Don River at Cherry 3treet. iany of them
tad angsles around buildings which were too sharp for locomotives and
cars to.negotiate and the answer was found in small turntables, over
which cars were indivicdually handled, and spotted further out on the
wharves by rnicans of horsepower,

In our accouut of the railway terminals of To”onto, we must nowv

ove forward to the year 1879, It was on September 19th of that year
h¢uu1 Credit Valley Railway opened its first section, from Toronto to
Lilton., The Credit Valley (the present CPR route into Toronto via Horn-
by, ollngtOH and West Toronto) came alongside the double GT-TGLB road-
bed at what is now Vect Toronto, then knovm as Carlton Tiest and later
anonto Junction. Detween Lansdovme Avenue and P'“kdalc, where the Cre-
¢it Valley fly. legally teriinated, with yﬁ“ﬂ and roundhouse, therc was
now a multiple rullway roadbed consisting, Ifrom the north to the south
of the 5'6" guuge Horthorn Railway, the 3'3” cauge Toronto, Grey & Bruce,
che standard-zauge Grand Trunk, and the Crcait Valley., From Parkdale,
C: .ait Valley Lru~nq used Fr’“u Trunk reilw into the Union Station.

thin eir luupﬂ ontns efter the opening of the Crecdit Valley, the llor-

uhern and TG:3 Cn”"bd to stondard-gauge, ana oronto was, once agaliin,
a one=-zauge “allwuy centre.
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i i unaario & YQucbee Hadilwayw 00wh+utvd its linc ou Ferth Lo
welh Toronito, crossing Toronto on oan alicru-nt north of losr Street.
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cimultaneously, tihe Q&G abuorbad bobh the T3 and Crecit Valley,
T:18 c1;*i‘,, 1 track rearranrcenent took nlisnce at Lest xu-fnluv, vhere
TCcaB treins viere now biousht ~cross the G tr.ocks to the west side of
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the (TR, using whe Credit Valley line frow thence into Bathurst Strect,
rnow bacoms Cansdiun Pocifie. The old TGEB roadbed into 1drnuilu,
seuieen the GO and NdC now became disused, and that portion of it west

of Luzusdowne avenuce ontdy was retained Ior use as g UJLt ching line,

In 1733, the lNorthcrn Railway vecame a part of the Grand Trunk, and
the doubls roadbed from Lansdownsz Avenue into the Union Station now be-
came 2 single line with service track for industrinl sidings. Howsver,
at the Torocito end, due mostly to insufficient focilities at the Union
Station, nerthern-line trains continued to usc the old City Hall station
mtil 1894, wnen aodditions to tle Union Station were all but complcted,

It was in 1391 that rcnovation of the 1273 Union Station was put in
hand by the Grand Trunk. A second trainshed was added to the south side
s ne, 2w @ new office buildingerected in ¥ront Street, on
the north side of tne original building. These extencions were complet=-
ed in 1895,

Between 1E53 and 1£37, Canadian P-cific trains coming in or depart-
ing viz the line castward from Toronto through Leaside, Agincourt and
Iate“501o haa to run in reverse direction between Toronto Union and
west To: 1*0. irairs lecving Toronto backza to West Toronto, then pro-
ceeded normully across the lorth Toronto line, while arr1v1nr treins did
the came thing in reverse., 1In lgo/, nowucver, the Leaside- Don cutoff was
built cnabling normel operation for CPR trains into the cast end of the
Union Station, still followed to tais day. About 1390, the former Crc=~
dit Velley Rallway yard and shops at FParkdale was closed by the CPR, and

23T TOROATO in 1379¥ VEST TOR0HT0 in 1384
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mi 2bous 139;, Cancdian I'-cific obtoined ¢ ﬂlﬂ{“"l".us over the Crand
_rv’k Irom Yorontho to ﬂnmllton, and freignt tAulnp runnine to Hopdlton
nad Lo back from Jezt Toronto to Bathurst ut“LPu, up the incline int
thie CFR Sincoe & Jellingson freoisht shed (whose lead crossed all tracks
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of the GTE neor the [00° o, o SRt ) coacnre bl yard ermcine {or
¢ road v lue, thea oXf wovin i ijﬂlin= ) 3 it v v ¢ B v
tenl NHecrdless Bo Sy, BRAOSS VEDRG 000 A8 &t tae bat.urst
Freet :“.J’l intoerlocl ; LOUQY enews iois cwibersome
orranconent WL LLL@LA'T' vhea the uuico-Cazupa cutoff opened,
In 1906, the Canadizn korthern became %he lnst new railﬁmy to enter
Toronto, when the linc in frow Oshawa vias brouzhe cown thie von llev
usiuer the Canndien Peacific necr the voan V:1lowr “rick Jorks., A ya”d and
ety ine terminal vas Luilt hore, »out Cenadinn Dosthern pazssenger trains

1 L
continued in over Grond Trunk: rails to the Union Stasion.

In 1912, Canadian Pocific started to use its then-existing llorth
foronto statlon as an alternate terininal to th” Union Deuot and initial-
lj, one over n¢5ht loronso-ontreal train oricisctcd and terminated there
This change proving successful, the CFPit dos Juvu fo build & newer and

larger station, incorporeting it in a gener.l sclhems of track elevation
of the Leaside-iest Jorontonline. The old slzticon was situated on the
vest side of Yonge Utreet, but the new builcisz vas erected on the eacst
sode, 2nd possessed four platferms It was \cugeu to the public on June
1l./th, l 15, and was Lbuilt “uleLlently larse ©o alliow for its use by the
bJuAuLdu uoruﬂern dailuay, as well, who wers pTﬁwﬁ*Yg a permanent entran-
cc into Toronto at tils Tiac, Cansdian Pacifac vsed the station cxten-
sively from its incention, being served by overnight Toronto-llontreal
trains via Peterboro, the overnight Toronto-Cttawa services "Rideau and
“York" in each d*“mﬂtlop, and local treins to Liundsay, to Teeswater via
streetsville and to Owen Sound viw Bolton. Ultimatelv, the Canadian
cortihern's plans for 2 north Toronto terminal were neguued by its inte~-
rztion into the Canadian National system; Caradian Pacific trains contin-
2::d to use this terminal for many years, but by the early Thirties, all
scrvice was conceantrated once again at Union Station,

About 1910, it becnme obvious that the enlarged 1873 Union 3tation
vas becoming ;naue”ua+c oncec again for larger trains and more numerous
services. Flans werc laid before lorld Jar I to build a new station
etween York and Bay Strects, and to utilize an elevated approach to thae
new stetion, crossing all of the north-south streets at grade separation.
Toronto harbour was beginning to take shape at this time, the bayfront
vank was oe“ng filled in and new streets created, The uxplanade of the
1350's and 1860's was now tully half-a-mile inland in places and complcte-
ly obliterated in its central section by railway tracks,

Innl915, construction was started on the ncw, third Union Station.

As the building rose, so did the hopes of Torontonians that the now soic-
vii.at antiquated and Victorian 1873 stztion would soon be replacad by a
scructure more in keeping with the city which had by now becone second in
Ce.ada in point of pownulation, The new builiing was a roomy structurc,
i%E r”L¢t pillared facade fronting Front qtrc . Though it was complectced
in 19220 O, it was not opcned until 162 27, due to delay in the completion of
the elevated approach tracks, final Ly, czfter seven chr" delay, and

still lacking the elocvated appro<cn (a temporary low-level train shed hav-
L bean briilt d&n the in tbrlﬂ), it wos Oﬁﬁlﬂu T Bis AO”’l Eighness,

Q”iTJ, Yil“““ of lalcs, on Augl st 6th, 1927. In a cercrony which con-

sumncd only elsven minutes, the frince and his crigourage cut a ribbon
opening the station, went to the Canadian National wickets and received
trh.e Jirst tickot issued; he tihen went to the Canadian Pacific side and
did tne same., rirally, he vnlocked thie doors with a golden key and
ceclared the station open to the public, A4l1l of this was done to the
accompaniment of choirs singing 'God Save the King', and “Land of Hope
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OUr: eurwem 1055, 1927 trains bogrn using the new stetion wiich, with
oy

) =
the »o3%.1 7 o, ied the whole Llock on the routh siic of Front,
DLLwLL -J,} Lena Wity ects, In tle ensuing p;r;JJ whe present highe
5

level aporonch znd troinshed was comgleted, The 7; Union sStation was
uismantled forthwith and, symbolic of the po”cr ol thic new age, the tall
clock tower of =hic ola depotv, wnich once hua cloimed nre-eminence in Can-
(G5, WGS broushi down Ly a chain Vr*;vwa around its base, and pulled by
e C.oudian Hovionul 2-10-2 type steam locomotive,

The link with the past remzins today in the form of a plague which
iz mounted at tne cast ond of the columned facade of the present Union
gtation, commenorating, for those who care to pausc mome ntarlly to renc
the inscription, tho crnarturc of th~ cnecine "Toronto® for Aurora, on
lzy 16th, 105/, within yards of the i station site,
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Our cover this month marks the passing of
street railway service from the streets of Canada's capital. On
Trhursday, april BOth regular service will cease on the remaining
rail route, "“A™, Bril JAIHIA after cighty-nine years' rzil service,
The picture was tcken on en Associntior excursion in uTC car 685
in Dccember, 1957, as the car was westbound on Somerset Street.

The motorman, OTC Chief Instructor McBurncy, is reflected in the
ear-view mirror. The photograph was taken by Feul McGee, one of
our members whose plictures snow a remarkable talent for originality.

Montreal lNorth passCSesees
I'TC JOUTRDAL HOSTH AD IIILL:E ROUTZS RLPLACED

One week before the scheduled e of lMay 3rd, Hontrea
Jran vko“t tion Ccmmission placed ?; len and Montreal Nord
car routes, pen.inz v_Jknent bus rout $ef: takL effect Hay 3rd
ich need not 5o L¢n The ndvanceaent on tine originally Sch~
. date was ovt. 2 DO

by tle City of lientreal's desire

roadwoari in1ity of the CNR underpass, until

ing snd picturesque line to libutreal lord, opened orig-

inali ; rtrezl Perk & Island Rzilwey in 1896, with its single
track privete-ricnt-ol-vay, was the scene of five outings by the Assoc-
isticon in 1tz cuncLUdinﬁ viceks of oneration, using, with onc exception,
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cars i l'C istorical uque;dlon. on osunday, April lZuP, I L
13239 < Aprill 1954, sew IITC 1001 in O?u‘ctiOQ' both of
taese their first trips since belng “"51gncd to the mus=




