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MAINE CENTRAL DRAMA

The Maine Central Railway in Canada had a very short life of only
thirty-five or thirty-six years yet it was touched by drama twice in its
lifetime the first was the “Italian Riot: of 1888 when the 58th
Compton Battalion was called out to put down a rebellion of unpaid
labourers.

In August of 1912, the escape of one of the 20th Century’s
greatest criminals Harry K. Thaw tried using the small Maine Central
train as part of his escape plan from a criminal asylum to flee to
freedom in Canada. H was arrested just after leaving the Beecher Falls

_station on the International Boundary. He did manage to enter

Canada and for a week the eyes of the world turned to the Eastern
Townships.
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The Hereford Railway

The construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway's Short Line across south-
ern Quebec provided the stimulus for several rather tardy and ill-starred local
ventures into railway building. One such bucolic undertaking was the Here-
ford Railway. Chartered on June 23, 1887, as the Mereford Branch Railway,
this company was empowered to construct a railway from a point on the
Atlantic and North-West (CPR) in the Township of Eaton to the international
boundary in Hereford Township within five miles of Hall's Stream and there
connect with an American line. 1!

The Hereford Branch Railway was intended to serve two main functions and
these were clearly reflected in the composition of its first board of directors.
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included in this group were William Sawyer, merchant of the Township of
Eaton, John Mclntosh, merchant in the Township of Compton. Cyrus A.
Bailey and Rufus H. Pope, farmers in the Township of Eaton, Alden Learned,
inn-keeper in Eaton Township and F. Paquette, merchant in Hereford Town-
ship. Added to this group of businessmen was George Vandyke, a New
Hampshire lumberman. The Hereford Branch Railway, it was confidently ex-
pected, would serve to both stimulate the local agricultural economy and
hasten the spread of settlement in one of the more remote parts of the Eastern
Townships as well as to provide an outlet for the variety of forest products
which were to be found in the hitherto-unexploited forests lying on both sides
of the international border.

On May 4, 1888, within eleven months of its incorporation, and perhaps be-
cause of the prospect of a junction with the Upper Coos Railroad at Beecher
Falls, Vermont, and its elevation to international status with pretentions of
trunk line grandeur, the “Branch” was deleted from the corporate title and the
powers of the charter of the Hereford Railway expanded.!? Authorization was
obtained by the railway to build an extension from its junction with the Atlan-
tic and North-West at Cookshire to a point on the Quebec Central Railway in
Dudswell Township. This additional line would give the Hereford Railway ac-
cess not only to the CPR Short Line to the east coast but also to a more direct
route to Quebec City and with it the possibility of becoming yet another link
between the Quebec and New England railway networks.

At this same time (May, 1888) the Hereford Railway was authorized to
purchase or lease both the Quebec Central Railway and the railway of the
Dominion Lime Company. The prospect of the newly-chartered and as-yet-
incomplete Hereford Railway purchasing or leasing the QC, one of the more
solvent and viable railways of the region, was slight. However, the Hereford
did purchase the five-mile spur of the Dominion Lime Company running
from a point in Dudswell Township on the Quebec Central to its limestone
quarries and kilns at Lime Ridge.

The incorporation of the Dominion Lime Company on May 18, 188713 was
an example of the not-infrequent practice of the times of establishing a com-
mercial enterprise with the inclusive rights to build such railway lines as were
necessary to carry the company’s product to market or to a railhead. As the
name suggests, the primary function of the Dominion Lime Company was to
manufacture and deal in lime, using limestone extracted from the company’s
quarries in Dudswell. However, the Dominion Lime Company could also
build railways. either southward to a junction with the Quebec Central in
Dudswell Township or northward to meet the Grand Trunk in the counties of
Richmond or Arthabaska. Since the nearest point on the Grand Trunk was
twenty-three miles as the crow flies, while the Quebec Central was only five
miles distant from the quarries, it was in the latter direction that a spur was
built in 1888 connecting with the Quebec Central near Rishop’s Crossing.
When the Hereford Railway sought to buy this spur, the Dominion Lime
Company willingly gave up its dual character of manufacturer and carrier.
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Construction of the Hereford Railway between Cookshire on the A&NW and
Reecher Falis, terminus of the Upper Coos Railroad, was begun in 1888 and
the line, not without incident, was completed between these two points
on January 6, 188914 {Figure 13). In 1889 the northward extension of the
Hereford Railway from Cookshire across the St. Francis River to Dudswell
Junction was opened and in the short space of just over two years, or half of
the time allotted in its charter, the Hereford Railway had added fifty-four
miles of international bridge line mileage to the railway network of southern
Quebec. On May 1, 1890, only a year after its completion, the Hereford Rail-
way along with the Dominion Lime Company spur, was leased by the Maine
Central Railway Company, for nine hundred and ninety-nine years. This
lease was cancelled on November 1, 1925, and on May 27, 1927, the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway bought the line. :




Below:

Maine Central Railway locomotive second No.,
clg10.

23 (Portland 1892) at Lime Ridge. Quebec.
(CCHS Collection}
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Above:

Maine Central Railway locomotive No. 126 (Rhode Island 1888) at Lime Ridge. Que.. with a
passenger train from Portland, Me.. in 1900. This locomotive originally was Upper Coos & Here-
ford Ry. No. 2. Stewartstown. {CCHS Collection}
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Quebec Division

The final major expansion of Maine Central’s
Mountain Division was in the direction of the Prov-
ince of Quebec, Canada. A 108-mile branch began
at Quebec Junction, N.H., 99.50 miles from Port-
land, and extended in a northerly direction through
Coos (pronounced Cd-aws) County, New Hampshire
and Essex County, Vermont to the Canadian Bor-
der at Beecher Falls, Vermont, The remaining 53
miles, located in the Province of Quebec, made con-
nections with the Canadian Pacific Railway at
Cookshire Junction and with the Quebec Central
Railway at Dudswell Junction. Track ended at Lime
Ridge Quarry, 208 miles from Portland.

The -Quebec Division was made up of four dif-
ferent corporations, the Upper Coos Railroad
(N.H.), the Upper Coos Railroad (Vt.), the Here-
ford Railway (Quebec) and the Coos Valley Rail-
road (Vt). Reference to the appended diagram will
place these lines in the proper sequence.

The idea for these four railroads and the expressed
need for them can be attributed to George Van
Dyke, a lumberman of some renown in the upper
Connecticut River valley. Van Dyke was born in a
log cabin in Stanbridge, Quebec on February 21,
1846. His father was from Highgate, Vt., and hlS
earlier ancestors were Dutch settlers who came to
Kinderhook, N.Y. George was ill schooled and nev-
er owned shoes until he was 11 years old, He left
home eatly in life and wound up as an axeman for
David Beattie, a lumberman who owned Beattie’s
Gore, in Maine, When he was 14, Van Dyke worked
as a river driver on the Androscoggin River.

In 1872, Van Dyke became a partner with Henry
and Lewis Bowman, who operated a sawmill at
Guildhall, Vermont. As his financial situation im-
proved, Van Dyke purchased a timber lot in Here-
ford, Quebec, a deal that netted him $10,000. In
1877, he joined Richard Peabody and Henry Merrill
in a sawmill venture at McIndoes Falls, Vt. Van
Dyke bought out his partners, enlarged the mill, put
in a box and shook mill and enhanced his fmdnmal
standing. Van Dyke became president of the Con-
necticut River Lumber Company.

Unable to use the rivers in the area for any ap-
preciable time during the year to float logs from his
stands of timber in Vermont and Quebec to his mills
in Vermont and Massachusetts because of fluctua-
tions in water level, Van Dyke sought and received
charters to build railroads. Four such charters were
necessary because Van Dyke’s proposed railroad
was to be located in New Hampshire, two separate
parts of Vermont and the Province of Quebec, Can-
ada.

The Coos Valley Railroad was incorporated in
Vermont November 14, 1882 to build about 12 miles
of railroad parallel to the west bank of the Connec-
ticut River in the towns of Guildhall, Maidstone and
Brunswick, Essex County, Vermont. The Upper
Coos Railroad (N.H.) was incorporated August 28,
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1883 to build northerly from a connection with the
Grand Trunk Railway at North Stratford, N.H.
(originally called North Stratford Junction) through
Colebrook and West Stewartstown to the Canadian
Border. In order to pass through the only Vermont
town of any size, Beecher Falls, the Upper Coos
Railroad (V1i.) was incorporated July 28, 1888 to
construct the 1.56 miles of line in that state. The
Canadian portion of the chain of railroads was the
Hereford Railway Company incorporated June 23,
1887.

The first construction of this group of railroads
was undertaken on the Upper Coos (N.H.) August
9, 1887. They reached Colebrook in November of
ihat year and trains began operating between North
Siratford and West Stewartstown (20.76 miles) on
December 26, 1887. The following vear the Connec-
ticut River was bridged just north of West Stewarts-~
iown and the Upper Coos (Vt.) built the 1.56 miles
into Beecher Falls. This extension was opened Sep-
tember 15, 1888. Meanwhile the Hereford Railway
was pushing its line southward from Cookshire Jct.
and its connection with the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way main line to the Maritimes.

Construction progressed well until September
1888 when the contractors, Shirley, Corbett and
Brennan, slipped away with $25,000 in cash. They
also left about $30,000 in unpaid accounts and a
crew that was not thrilled at the prospect of working
. without pay. Violence erupted. The hot tempered
men from sunny Italy, strangers in this country who
knew nothing of the laws and could not understand
the language of the people, worked themselves into
a high state of excitement. They finally went so far
as to commence destroying property, throwing away
quantities of small tools and pulling up a length of
track. Their actions and threats became so alarming
that the people called on the warden of the county
for protection,

Ten companies of Her Majesty’s Militia from
the 58th Battalion Barracks at Bury, Que. were
rushed to the scene to reinforce a troop of cavalry at
Cookshire. The troops patrolled the railroad line
until the threat of further violence subsided. The
Hereford Railway Co. paid $4,600 for the services
of the militia and appeased the construction workers
by promising to make up their pay. Construction re-
sumed. _

Despite an unusually rainy autumn, the last rail
was spiked in place at a junction with the Upper
Coos Railroad (Vt.) at Beecher Falls on January 6,
1889. Less than two weeks later, the first freight
shipment, consisting of several carloads of lumber,
was dispatched to the United States. From opening
day to May 1, 1890 the Hereford Railway Co. was
operated by the Upper Coos Railroad (N.H.).

The Hereford Railway was located entirely with-
in the Province of Quebec except for an isolated .67
mile where alignment and grades favored crossing
Hall’s Stream into and out of New Hampshire. The
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location was known as Terrill’s Cut. A local siding

at MP 165.53 was provided for loading wood.

Between the road’s opening and 1895, the Con-
necticut River Lumber Company (a Van Dyke en-
terprise) operated a logging railroad which connect-
ed to the Hereford at the north end of the New
Hampshire trackage. The logging road ran north-
ward up the U.S. side of Hall’s Stream a half dozen
or so miles to the northwestern corner of Pittsburg
Township. Wood was shipped by rail to Arlin’s sid-
ing, 2.5 miles north of Colebrook. At that point it
was dumped into the Connecticut River and added
to Van Dyke’s log drives down river to Mt, Tom,
Massachusetts.

It is interesting to note that the Hereford Rail-
way’s right of way through this tiny stretch of New
Hampshire was furnished by the Connecticut River
Lumber Company. One might speculate on the lo-
cation of Hereford’s right of way in this area if the
railroad’s promoter Van Dyke had not owned tim-
berland in this part of New Hampshire.

In the summer of 1889, the Hereford Railway
Co. built a 13-mile line north from Cookshire Junc-
tion to Dudswell Junction to connect with the Que-
bec Central Railway and a four-mile branch to Lime
Ridge owned by Dominion Lime Company and
opened in 1887. Hereford purchased the lime rail-
road and reconditioned it during the summer of
1889. The Quebec Central continued to receive most
of the freight from the Lime Ridge branch, although
an occasional car of lime moved south over the
Hereford-Upper Coos connection to the paper mills
at Groveton and Berlin, N.H.

A telegraph line was strung along the Hereford
and regular passenger trains were inaugurated be-
fore the winter of 1889-90. Because the Hereford
Railway had lived up to the terms of its charter by
constructing its 53-mile railroad in slightly more

than a year, it received certain subsidies from the:

Government of Quebec. About $45,000 was with-
held, however, to pay the claims against the con-

45
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Maine Central 4-6-0 140 and a caboose are on an extra train out of Lancaster, N.H.,
before 1900. Conductor, Billy Gleason is on the caboose steps and engineman, Al
Harvey in the cab. W.N. Trecarten from the collections of Dave Albert and Arnold

Wilder
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iractors who had slipped away the previous year.

On May 1, 1890, the Upper Coos RR (N.H.)
formally leased the Upper Coos RR (Vt.) and the
Coos Valley RR (Vt.). On the same day, the Maine
Central Railroad leased the Upper Coos RR (N.H.)
for 999 years. On July 22, 1890 the Maine Central
leased the Hereford Railway for 999 years effective
May 1, 1890.

George Van Dyke was very active in the leasing
of his railroads to the Maine Central, He was presi-
dent of each of the three American lines and owned
about 4% of the capital stock of the Hereford Rail-
way. Later, Van Dyke moved to Boston. In 1897,
one of his lumber drives took out one of the four
spans of a Boston & Maine Railroad bridge at
Windsor, Vt. A settlement was not reached until
nine years after a suit had been filed. On August 8,
1909, after watching one of his crews sluice logs
through a dam at Turners Falls, Mass. from a cliff
across the river, Van Dyke and his driver started to
leave. The driver lost control of the Stanley Steamer
and both plunged 75 feet over the cliff to the rocks
below. The driver died instantly and Van Dyke died
later in the day of injuries he suffered.

These newly acquired lines first appeared in
Maine Central employees timetable 10 dated June
29, 1890 and were designated as ‘‘Coos Division —
North Stratford — Lime Ridge.”’

Maine Central immediately undertook construc-
tion of a 32.5-mile line to connect the new Coos Di-
vision with the Mountain Division. The first five
miles south of North Stratford lay parallel to the
Grand Trunk. At Masons, Maine Central crossed
Grand Trunk at grade and continued south crossing
the Connecticut River into Vermont, continuing
down the west shore of the Connecticut River for
12.27 miles to a second crossing of the Connecticut
back into New Hampshire. About 1.6 miles from
the river the new railroad crossed the Lancaster-
Groveton branch of the Concord & Montreal Rail-
road at grade (Coos Junction). After passing
through Lancaster, Riverton, Baileys, Jefferson
Junction (with the Whitefield & Jefferson branch of
Concord & Montreal), the new Maine Central ex-
tension reached the Mountain Division at Quebec
Junction. The portion of new line in New Hamp-
shire was built under the charter of Upper Coos
Railroad (N.H.) and the 12.27 miles in Vermont was
under the charter of Coos Valley Railroad (Vt.).
Construction money for the new extension was
raised by selling $350,000 worth of bonds secured by
a first mortgage on the Upper Coos Railroad (N.H.)
seiween North Stratford and Beecher Falls. A sec-
ond bond issue was floated to the extent of $347,000
secured by the new extension between North Strat-
ford and Quebec Junction.

The new line was completed and opened for bus-
iness February 27, 1891i. Maine Central’s system
sow comprised 821 miles of railroad, 217 of which
were the Mountain and Coos Divisions.

H.W. Waldron was the first division superin-
tendent appointed on October 12, 1890 with his of-
fice at North Stratford, N.H. When the road was
opened to Quebec Junction, his office was then
transferred to Lancaster, N.H. and the Quebec
Jet.-Lime Ridge line was redesignated ‘‘Quebec Di-
vision.”” Waldron resigned on April 30, 1894 and
George F. Black replaced him. Wellington Sprague,
a former Portland division conductor, became divi-

sion superintendent on April 20, 1896. Frank J.

Runey was appointed the first train dispatcher at
Lancaster on October 1, 1896 with responsibility for
the division from Quebec Jct. to Lime Ridge, Que.
under chief dispatcher E.A. Hall in Portland. With
the appearance of the June 20, 1897 timetable, the
““Quebec Division’’ designation was dropped.

A Mile by Mile Ride on the Mountain Division

Before proceeding with events in the early 1900’s
let us take a ride on the Mountain Division from
Portland to St. Johnsbury, Vermont and then to
Lime Ridge, Quebec. We will quote from a booklet
called The Crown of New England issued by the
Maine Central Public Relations Department in 1897
to show just what a spectacular trip it could be.

“Portland, the metropolis of the ‘Summer
State’ of Maine, from its peninsula overlooks both
those features of nature which are pre-eminently in
the minds of men the symbols of power, freedom
and grandeur — the mountains and the sea.

“‘Steaming from the station, the train first cross-
es one of the Portland-encircling arms of the sea,
then on past the salt marshes of old Stroudwater to
the Cumberland Mills on the Presumpscot, a part of
Westbrook City, with its flourishing industries. The
immense paper mills to the right produce fifty tons
of high-grade paper per day.

“On through pine forest edged by dainty banks
of fern, and past many picturesque dells, with the
lazily flowing river a background for the picture, we
reach Windham, the birthplace of the great war gov-
ernor of Massachusetts, John A. Andrew, and the
early home of Abba Goold Woolson.

““From Windham the Presumpscot is crossed in-
to the historic old town of Gorham. In crossing the
river the view embraces Gambo Falls, about which,
during the allied French and Indian war, the red
men encamped while engaged in the bloody forays
upon the settlements of Gorham and Windham, and
where the celebrated chief, Poland, was killed in
battle. Here are the Oriental Powder Company’s
mills, one of the greatest manufacturers of explo-
sives in the world, and from whence came the great-
er part of the gunpowder used by the United States
army and navy during the War of the Rebellion.

“Passing the rural hamlet of White Rock, great
in the extent of its dairy products, soon Sebago
Lake appears. The territory covered by the waters of
this lake is equal to one hundred square miles. From
its clear depths the city of Portland draws its water
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Quebec Division at its Zenith

It might be well to describe in detail the physical
layout of the Quebec Division as it existed in Cana-
da. The Hereford Railway was built near the stands
of timber owned by George Van Dyke. Starting
from Beecher Falls, Vermont, the railroad crossed
into Canada and closely followed the valley of
Hall’s Stream, a tributary of the budding Connecti-
cut River. The line extended north to the so-called
height of land at Summit Station where the waters
flow north toward the St. Lawrence River. Hall’s
Stream is the International Boundary. The Hereford
built across Hall’s Stream for two-thirds of a mile in
New Hampshire just north of Malvina and then
back into Canada to avoid large grading costs. The
line continued to climb to Malvina and Auckland
znd reached the summit just beyond. From this
point, the track headed on a gradual downgrade to
Si. Malo. Passing a number of lumber camps, the
iine reached Clifton and Sawyerville, the site of
sawmills and considerable freight business, The
railroad continued down the Clifton River through
Earon Corner and shortly crossed the Eaton Corner
weastle. This impressive wood pile structure was
Himited by the Maine Central to the smaller Class M
tocomotives, but even after the Maine Central used
ine supposed weakness of the trestle as a reason for
zbandoning the line, it continued to support Cana-
dian Pacific 4-6-2’s and later GP7 diesels. Un-

Iy

e

e

An eastbound pulpwood train with Mogul 232 and train crew pose for pictures at West Baldwin,

doubtedly the trestle was rebuilt by the CPR.

Cookshire had large woodworking mills and was
a junction with the Canadian Pacific main line from
Sherbrooke, Quebec, to Megantic and St. John,
N.B. The two lines shared a station with the Maine
Central’s line continuing east after crossing the
Canadian Pacific at an interlocked diamond. Span-
ning the Eaton River, the Maine Central’s line trav-
¢led through Pope’s and Brookbury, small lumber-
ing communities, to Dudswell Junction, where a
crossing at grade with the Quebec Central was
made. From Dudswell Junction, the Maine Central
used the former Dominion Lime Company’s track
into the community of Lime Ridge, the end of the
line.

The nickname ‘‘Raspberry Branch’’ for the por-
tion of the railroad in Canada came from an old
Boston & Maine engineer who rode the line in the
early 1900’s. He observed shipments of the ripe fruit
as they travelled over this railroad from the burned
over stretches of Quebec woods to markets in cities
of the eastern seaboard.

Passenger operation varied little on the Upper
Coos and Hereford lines after the Maine Central
took over. Winter service consisted of a through
passenger train that ran each way between Lime
Ridge and Quebec Jct. The eastbound train 225,
met the westbound 224, at Colebrook. Each carried
a mail-baggage-express car, a smoker and a conven-
tional coach. In summer, the following service was
typical:
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modities. Many tons of Canadian hay were shipped
out to the States along with considerable supplies
for logging operations.

During periods of heavy pulpwood business, ex-
ira freights were run from Beecher Falls to Cook-
<hire and return, turning on a 55-foot table in the
lower yards. Cookshire was at the bottom of the
crade in either direction and time cards of the day
limited Class M engines to about 500 tons. If there
was more tonnage, which occurred many times, ei-
ther another engine came from Beecher Falls to
doublehead or they ran an extra. Considerable hard-
wood was shipped to the Ethan Allen furniture fac-

Note carefully this slice
of turn of the century
life at Lime Ridge,
P.Q. Maine Central
train 225 with 4-4-0 126
is the prop with engine-
man, Philander Abbot
and conductor Al-
phonse Bernier in the
center. Also notice the
~ three stall enginéhiouse
and wedge plow in the
background, Arnold
Wilder collection

- _‘..*J.*« . .
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A log train has arrived at Beecher Falls, Vt. from the north
in 1910 with Maine Central engines 335 and 320 providing
the power. Beverley Historical Society

tory at Beecher Falls, with white birch and maple
being the choice for this important customer.

The largest engines used were Maine Central’s
Class M’s 221-228. Later the old Upper Coos &
Hereford lines became the province of 246, 247 and
248, ex-Portland & Rumford Falls 2-6-0 locomo-
fves.

One episode concerning the crew of the Beecher
Falls mixed train has almost become legend in the
area. It seems that one of the crew members, who
was noted for being quite stingy, had purchased a
new automobile and could be persuaded to take his
zriends for rides only if they would pay for the gaso-
tine. On one of their return trips to Beecher Falls,
they received orders to pick up an “Empty'’ gaso-
line tank car at Camp Four, located on the grade be-
rween St. Malo and Clifton, When the brakeman
coupled to the tank car, he noted the slosh of fluid
in the car, apparently gasoline which did not drain
out while the car was on a grade. Relating his find to
the friend with the car, the crew conspired to have
free automobile rides in the days ahead. On arrival
21 Beecher Falls, clearing Customs without incident,
the crew carefully moved the ““Empty’’ tank car to a

choice spot in the farthest corner of the yard. After
dark, and armed with 40-quart milk jugs, pails and
other receptacles, the crew made their way to the
car. They proceeded to drain a considerable amount
of volatile gasoline into their containers, apparently
forgetting to loosen the cover on top to vent the car
of fumes. One of the crewmen ventured too close
with his kerosene lantern to see how things were
coming along, and Ba--ROOM!! The flame of the
lantern ignited the fumes, with an explosion heard
all over the surrounding countryside. The tank car
was blown off the track and the community was in
an uproar! The crew was discharged forthwith and a
scorching bulletin appeared to warn others of any
such malpractice,

The crossings with the Grand Trunk, owned by
Canadian National, at Mason’s, N.H., and the
Canadian Pacific at Cookshire, P.Q. were con-
trolled by interlocking signals. The signals at
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The end of the line at Lime Ridge, P.Q. in 1909 finds train 225 ready to leave for its daily trip to Beecher Falls,

Colebrook and Lancaster with 4-4-0 126 providing the head end power. W.N., Trecarten from the collections of

Dave Albert and Arnold Wilder

Mason’s were automatic, activated by the approach
of a train of either road. In the early days, local east-
bound trains of Maine Central and Grand Trunk
both arrived at North Stratford about 6:30 A.M.
After hastily finishing their business at the stations,
which were close to each other, both trains raced
eastward the 5.2 miles toward Mason’s, in hopes of
beating out the other. Since there was an approach
signal in advance of the home signal at the diamond
for both roads, the operation was not too risky.
There were cheers and jeers, which came from the
crews, as one train hit the circuit ahead of the other,
with resultant brakeshoes spewing sparks for an im-
promptu stop by the second train, while the other
sailed merrily over the crossing.

Coos Junction, a mile north of Lancaster, be-
came a busy interchange point with the Boston &
Maine’s Groveton line. This spot was originally des-
ignated *‘C&M Junction’’ on Maine Central timeta-
bles and ‘‘Maine Central Transfer’’ on B & M time-
tables. Here Maine Central trains were made up for
movements east, and were thoroughly inspected and
tested. A Class M 2-6-0 was kept busy between this
vard and other switching chores at Lancaster each
day.

Passenger train crews on the Lime Ridge Line
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put in a full day. A fairly typical winter schedule (ef-
fective September 14, 1925) ran as follows: Train
165 left Beecher Falls at 5:35 A.M. and connected
with the Boston & Maine south at Coos Jct. It arrived
at Lancaster at 7:18 A.M., laid over until 11:55
A.M. and then ran to Quebec Jct. to connect with
train 154 (Portland-St. Johnsbury). It ran back to
Lancaster as 224 at 12:48 P.M. and on to Lime
Ridge, arriving at 5:28 P.M., all with one crew.

The following day, as train 225, the crew left
Lime Ridge at 11:42 A.M. After connecting with
train 163 (St. Johnsbury-Portland) at Quebec Jct. at
4:15 P.M., it traveled back to Lancaster as 166, ar-
riving about 4:50 P.M. After a layover until 6:30
P.M. train 166 ran to Coos Jct. to again connect
with the Boston & Maine and then continued on up
along the Connecticut River to arrive at Beecher
Falis about 8:10 P.M. When one considers that
these same crews had to put away their train at night
and make it up again in the morning, they put in
quite a day. And do it they did, year after year. The
summer schedules were much better since both
trains operated from Fabyans to Lime Ridge. The
morning and evening schedules were taken over by
through trains to and from Boston via Intervale and
from Portland.



One incident concerning trains 163 and 225 oc-
curred when both these eastbound trains met at
Quebec Jct. The considerable grade eastbound called
for a full throttle on 4-6-0 404 in getting train 163
underway. After the train reached sufficient speed,
the engineer brought the reverse lever back and pre-
pared to ease the throttle off a bit. Try as he would,
nothing availed as the throttle was stuck wide open.
Being resourceful, the engineer made his Twin
Mountain stop with the reverse lever back on center
and reached Fabyans without incident. Train 225,
with a Class L 4-4-0, was due to follow in ten min-
utes and duly arrived. Now the problem had to be
faced of getting the combined trains up the hill to
Crawford’s from Fabyans with a stuck throttle and
what to do about getting down the Notch with all
those cars full of people. It was decided to double-
head locomotive 195, off train 225, with engine 404
io Crawford’s and let the 195 handle the train
downgrade to Bartlett. The 404 was taken off at
Crawford’s and run light to Lancaster where re-
pairs were made. The interesting comment of the
crews in Bartlett when they saw 195 on the lead of
such a heavy train, was that they couldn’t believe
that this small engine could possibly have so much
power.

Both the Maine Central and Boston & Maine
went to great lengths to provide the best in passen-
ger rail service to meet the burgeoning demands of
the affluent. A new dining car service began from
Portland on June 20, 1910 on train 154 with the first
car from Quebec the following day. The MEC ar-
ranged with the Pullman Company to supply electric
tighted cars on May 13, 1911.

Trains to Lime Ridge, however, to the day that
service was abandoned north of Beecher Falls, fea-
tured open end coaches with red or gold plush and
straight backed seats. The consist of these two
rrains, 224 and 225, always contained, over the years
in summer or in winter, a combination mail, bag-
gage and express car, a coach smoker, all equipped
with much ornamented kerosene lamps with white
shades. In the summer season this train carried a
parlor car from Portland via train 154 to Fabyans,
i0 Quebec City, with the Quebec Central handling
ihe service from Dudswell Jct. north. A full dining
car operated between Portland and Colebrook that
returned on trains 225 and 163 daily, except Sunday.

There were many other interesting passenger
train operations during the teens. Starting on QOc-
tober 11, 1911 one could travel coast to coast on a
Pullman tourist car which left Portland Wednesday
mornings for St. Johnsbury. At this point the car
was transferred to the St. Johnsbury & Lake Cham-
plain train to East Swanton where the Central Ver-
mont handied it to St. John, P.Q. Then it moved
over the Grand Trunk to Suspension Bridge, New
York Central to Buffalo and the Nickel Plate to
Chicago. At Chicago the car was taken to the Santa
Fe depot where it connected with other tourist cars.

Moving via the Santa Fe’s Fast Mail, the car finally
arrived at Stockton and San Francisco, California
on the following Monday. The cost from Portland
came to $52.15.

Boston & Maine Operations

The Boston & Maine ran an interesting variety
of passenger trains during the summer months of
the teens and 20’s over the Mountain Division. Start-
ing on June 28, 1909 the B & M ran a White Moun-
tains Day Limited vestibule parlor with a Pullman
observation car and a Pullman diner from New

fcont. on p. 89)

MAINE CENTRAL
RAILROAD.

MOUNTAIN DIVISION.

TIME TABLE
No. 14

TAKES EFFECT AT 12.01 A, M.

IMIONDAY, JUNE 21, 1915

SUPERSEDING TIME TABLE No. 13
AND ALL SUPPLEMENTS THERETO

For the reader’s benefit a representative example of
an employees timetable has been included to show
the height of service on the Mountain Division dur-
ing the summer of 1915, Jim McFarlane collection
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EASTBOUND TRAINS—FIRST CLASS. THIRD CLASS. 0
! i |
Mine STATIONS. | 157 225 | 165 [ 370 |37 31| 188
Lima Ridge; i Ex. Sun. Ex. Sun. Ex.Sun. | Ex Sun. | Ex. Sun. Ex. Sun. | Ex.Sum.
T A M. PM. | |PM|AM: .M AM | oM,
0.0 . Lime Ridge W—l)? 12.01 ! ’ 11.05 !
1.9 ' Dominlon 712.05 f11.10
3.2 Lnthrop'™s {12.08 M. .
4.2 | budswell Junotlon 1, s 540 sl1.50 ! ‘
8.3 | Beckwlth’s | 12.26 | L L nss L
9.2 ; Brookbury | 12.82 | ril.42 i
10.6 | Stokaeton ! 14.84 f11.8
4.2 Popo's 18.41 flz.on !
17.8 | Cookshlre Junctlon W.Dy 8124081 3 '3:60m
21.2 | Eaton Corner 12.67 s 1.15 | |___
24.0 | Sawyervllle W-Di s 1.04 s 1.40 | .
20.2 | Clifton D, [1.14 s 200 )
30.9 | Saint Isldore ; c 1,19 s 2.10 '
33.4 | Camp Four ! 1.24 . £0 20 i
85.0 | Salnt Malo Dj f1.20 f___ $2.80 | | o
38.4 | Summit ! 1.84 2.85 |
37.2 | Anckland w- 1.86 [ 2.40 ;
38.8 | Malvina & c 1.89 s2.47 | i
41.1 | Upper Bam | 1.48 ) ‘r: ! i
41.8 1« Paquettevllle D . |st.s0 ) _ o 3ze, o
48.4 | Hall's Siroam-—-Hast Hereford D F1.58 1': 3.38 !
52.8 i Hereford—comins Min s 2.06 i 8 8.47 | _
53.1 | Beocher Fally W-D 545 s 39 5.00 : 1.80 .05 | |
54.8 | West Stewartstown D's 5.51 s 2.19 s 5.08 i s 1.40 ! i
57.0 | Plper Hili 5.55 2.28 5.1 § 1.41 by
80.4 | Arliw’s N 6.01 2.20 6.11 : 161
82.9 | Colebrook Dis 6.00 5 2.8363% s 6.24 s 308
86.6 | Columbia Bridge 16.15 2.44 "t 5.80 {2.55 )
89.3 | Cone’s [ 8.20 2.49 f 6.6 It .08 ;
1.5 | George’s f .25 2.63 [ 543 f8.13 !
5.6 | North Stratford Junction W-D|g §:31 s 8.00 s 5.54 i s 33 : |
£0.7 | Mason’s [ 6.42 8.00 Tt 8.08 i i B.55 ' !
81.0 | Fitehe's 8.48 2.10 0.00 ' 8.6 . i
- 83.6 | Maidstone Wi 6.4 r 8.14 ( 6.10 e : :
87.5 | Stevens' I 6.55 .21 f 818 417 e
" 90.1 | Gulldhall D[s 7.01 f8.27 s .21 ; ' 4.26 ' |
85.1 | Coos Junction Djs 112 s 8.87 3 6.80 ! s &80
6.2 | Lancaster W-N|g 118 s 380 s6.84 1 6.85 b.05 6.55-
09.9 | Rlverton D|f 7.28 3.54 1642 |r5.48 : [ 7.20°
103.2 | Bailey's i 7.35 u 4.00 [6.48 |15.4a9m ! 1 : £7.35
"105.7 | Jefferson Junction Dls 3 8 4.06 s 8.564 |8 5.55 i i [ 7.4
108.1 | Quebec Junction Dis 7.52 3 4.12 3 8,599 5 3.00 : s 7.65
lam P. M. | P.M. | AMI P. M. P. M. | PM.

WESTBOUND TRAINS ARE SUPERIOR TO EASTBOUND

No. 8371 mixed, Passenger and Freight, between Lime Ridge and Beecher Falls.
No. 224 will take siding for No. 2285.
Nao. 370 will take siding for No. 370,

Exceptions to General Rule No. 87 -—{

TRAINS OF THE SAME CLASS.
No. 379 mixed, Passenger and Freight, between Lancaster and Quebec Jet.

No, 225 has right over No. 160 Beecher Falls to Fabyans.
No. 379 has right over No. 37§ Lancaster to Quebec Junction.

For references, sce page 8
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G WESTBOUND TRAINS—-FIRST CLASS, THIRD CLASS.
P 5,:.'.::.";; STATIONS. 150 | 224 | 160 376 370 318 | | 380
Fortiand | “Cars. €. Sen. | Ex.$um, | Ex.%em, Ex. Mor. £x. Sun. Ex. Son.  Ex Sun.
AM |PM |P M A. M. AM. A M. " P.M.
9.0 Quehee Junctlon Dls 8.68 |8 1.01 |s4.27 s .16 : ; 859V
10048 | w, 21 | Jeffernon Junetlon Dla 9.01 |s 1.0T |8 4.82 [ 5.80 7.0
104.4 10| Balley’s [0.07 |c1.13 |[f 4.87 [ 5497 P7.10
077 1 9 | Kiverlon Dt 9.13 |c1.19 | 4.44 [ 650 _ R
4 Lancaster W-Nis 8.21 |s 128 s §:33 .16 |mow | 7.30
112.56 | .22 | Coos Junctlon Djs 9.25 s 1.85 |3 50887 s 8.1b
1.5 [ 21 | guildhall Dit 98¢ | 1.44 [s5.18 5 8.0
120.1 Stevens’ f9.80 | 1.49 f5.18 f 8.40
124.0 | W, 25 | Maldstone Wi 9.48 | 1.65 [ 5.23 s B.b2
120-‘9 41 | Fliche's 9.50 2.08 5.28 8.58 L
126.9 “Manon’s {053 | 5.06 |f5.80 i1 0.02
1840 (K3 A Noph Nteattord Juncilon W-D #10.02*s 5.16 |8 B.40 %1007 !
W67 | 118 | Georges f10.00 2.91 |[ 54T LAY B
138.3 | w.0 | Cone’s f10.14 | 2.26 i 6.52 {10.21
_M1.0| E.30 | Columbla Bridge |r10.10 | 2.80 |t 5.81 L __|neas
144.7 {Esowzt| Colohrook Dis10.28 |o Vo8B g08 | s11.26 *
147.2 12 | Arlin®s 10.31 2.41 0.13 18,32 .
150.6 Piper Hil [10.88 2.62 ([ 6.19 11.40 i
162.8 {W. 23 | West Stewartslown D|s10.42 s 2.58 s 6.25 s12.22 :
154.6 | Beecher Falls W-D| 1048 |s 305 | .31 1.00 12.30 . !
164.8 (W. 48 | Hersford—cComina Mill 3 §.12 5 7.05
160.0 Hall’s Stream—Uasut Herelurd D f3.20 5 T1.15
163.0 31 | Paquetlevilie D [ 3.28"" § T.45 ,
166.5 Upper Pam 3.48 7.85 '
_108.8 | Malyina . c 8.97 8 1.45 |
170.4 Aunckiand w 8.40 [ 7.50
171.2 22 | Sunmit 8.42 T.08
172.8 20 | Salnt Malo D f 8.40 8 B0 ‘
174.2 24 | Camp Four 5.49 [ 8.0n i
}19.1 8t. 1sldora f 8.64 3 R.12
178.4 20 | Ciifton D [ 8.57 5 8.1T |
183.0 | K.20 | Kawyorville w-D s 4.08 4 806 ;
180 .4 12 | Ealon Corner c4.18 . E !
1004 Cookshiira Juncilon w-D n4.2 a 406 :
1034 Pope’s 4.24 R i |
107.0 2h | Sioketon [4.84 f D2 ‘ i
198 .4 12 ' Brookbury c 4.8 [ o.M
201.3 i Beckwilli*a 4.41 9.40 |
203.4 | 1. 35 | Dadswell Junetlon n g Aan s 0.50 i
204 .4 I Tathrop's [ 5.03 f B.65
206.7 ; Dominion i 5.00 - 110.00 ‘
207.6 | Lime Rldge W-D 5.10 ] 10.06 '
i aM |eM lpom AM. AM 't el oipw

WESTBOUND TRAINS ARE SUPERIOR TC EASTBOUND TRAINS OF THE SAME CLASS.

No. 370 mixed, Passenger and Freight, between Beecher Falls and Lime Ridge.
No. 380 mixed, Passenger and Freight, hetween Quebec Jet. and Lancaster.

No. 224 will take siding for No. 220,
No. 37 will Lake siding for No. 370,

Exceptiona to General Rule No. 87— {

No. 225 has right over No. 180 Beecher Falls to Fabyans.

No. 379 has right over No. 376 Lancaster to Quebec Junction.

For references, see page 8.




bruises, but returned to work soon after.

During the summer of 1915, Bartlett’s two main
line tracks in front of the station saw considerable
traffic as 16 passenger trains passed through the
town daily except Sunday. This did not include
scheduled and extra freights, which helped to keep
the track polished. In addition to the railroad
trackside telegraph wire, a telephone line ran from
Bartlett station to the roundhouse, Willey House,
the Mt. Willard Dwelling House and Crawford
Notch depot.

With engine changes, helpers and other switch-
ing to add to the confusion, it is small wonder that
Bartlett had its fair share of trouble. The 1200 series
Mallets were involved in some of these incidents. On
November 26, 1922 engine 1201, on train 375, ran
into engines 375 and 372 breaking the pilot on 371
and cracking the end of the frame on the Mallet. A
similar accident happened on October 8, 1924 when
Mallet 1203 backed into the side of engine 108 while
switching, and derailed the tender of the Mallet.

Locomotive 380 found itself in an embarrassing positio
after derailing west of Bemis grade crossing in Angust 1922
Raymond Evans collection '

One of the most serious accidents on the Moun-
tain Subdivision in the 1920’a which ended in trage-
dy happened on Sunday, July 3, 1927. Engine 505,
that was helping an extra freight from Bartlett to
Crawfords, blew up a short distance from the Willey
House on account of low water on the crown sheet.
The locomotive was positioned several cars from the
head end of the train when it exploded. The Class W
jumped up and to one side, landing on the telegraph
wires. The tender remained on the track and the car
to which it was attached did not derail. However,
engineman Bob Morse and fireman Clemons were
both killed in the accident. Clemons had survived a
terrible train runaway and wreck near the Willey
House nine years earlier. Persons in the Mt. Willard
dwelling heard a sound like a clap of thunder and
saw a huge column of steam rising in the air down
the track.

Beecher Falls to Lime Ridge Given Up.
Mountain Division Consolidated

During the early 1920’s the old Quebec
Division’s fortunes took a turn for the worse. Lum-
ber traffic dropped as the forests were cut off near
the railroad and there was little business available to
take up the slack. Improved roads attracted people
10 the automobiles, taking them off the passenger
irains. Further worsening the situation, the Canadi-
an government imposed customs charges on all
maintenance of way equipment dispatched north of
Beecher Falls that remained in Canada for more
than 48 hours.

In 1923, the Joint New England Railroad Com-
mission reported that all was not well for the Maine
Ceniral’s Quebec Division.

“The Maine Central Railroad has many

branches, the longest of which extends from

Portland through the White Mountains to

Lime Ridge. Traffic, both freight and pas-

senger, over most of these branches, is light.

In fact, a characteristic feature and great

handicap of the Maine Central is its high

percentage of unprofitable branch lines.”

Apparently the Maine Central officials took the
commission’s report at face value. Stockholders met
on April 15, 1925 and voted to acquire the capital
stock of the Hereford Railway Co., underlying own-
er of the Beecher Falls branch in Canada. The rail-
road paid $60 per share for 7,742 shares of Hereford
Railway Co.’s outstanding stock. The MEC stock-
holders also applied to the ICC to abandon opera-
tion over the 0.67 of a mile of the Hereford Railway
Co. located in New Hampshire. On May 1, 1925,
the ICC approved Maine Central’s acquisition of
the Hereford Railway Co. The regulatory agency
also authorized the MEC to abandon Hereford
trackage in New Hampshire.

In September, Maine Central announced that it
was cancelling the Hereford Railway lease October
31, 1925 and service in Canada would cease on that
date. A train picked up an assortment of switch
lamps, sectionmen’s tools and handcars on the last
run down from Dudswell Jct. and the Raspberry
Branch was no meore.

With this belt tightening move the Mountain Di-
vision was consolidated into the Portland Division
in November 1925. The lines west of Portland be-
came the Mountain Subdivision. This move closed
the operating headquarters and shops at Lancaster
thus reducing it to a mere station stop. All office
personnel, train dispatchers and others were trans-
ferred to Portland. Mr. William A. Wheeler was the
final superintendent to oversee the Mountain Divi-
sion at Lancaster from January 1, 1925 to October
31, 1925. He then became assistant superintendent
of the Portland Division on November 1, 1925 un-
der Frank Runey who was the division head.
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Cookshire Jet., M.P. 190.32, was joint with the Canadian Pacific from May 1, 1891. The Maine Cen-
tral track ran behind this station. The CP diamond and interchange tracks were to the viewer’s left and
the MEC’s track to Portland to the viewer’s right, Arnold Wilder collection
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h [ABOVE:] Dudswell Jct., M.P. 203.34, was a joint agency with the Quebec Central. The picture

- taken from the QC side of the station in 1920. Closed (MEC) October 31, 1925. [BELOW:] Ano
, view of Dudswell Jct. after the addition of a baggage room. MEC track to Lime Ridge is barely visibk

‘Can- : the left. The diamond crossing over the QC is to the left at the end of the platform. Richard Sanborn

+2nd ' Russell Monroe collections
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A classic end of the line view showing Lime Ridge, M.P. 207.59, around the turn of the century.
The train is pointed south toward Portland. Note details like the wedge plow and enginehouse in
the background. Closed (MEC) October 31, 1925. Russell Monroe collection
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Cultivating the
Branch !

S.S5.Worthen and P.R.Hastings, M.D.

_Phdtogxaphs by P.R.Hastings, M.D.

uring the bloom and full flower of its youth and
middle age, the "Raspberry Branch" of the Maine -
Central Railroad emerged from the stem of its
" erstwhile parent at Quebec¢ Junction, New =~ Hamp-
shire and spreod north 109 miles through the uppex
valley of the Connecticut River, over the height
of land between the Connecticut ond 5t. lLawrence,
across the International Boundary, to terminate in
a tiny twiglet at Lime Ridge, Province of Québec .
As it flourished, the sap which nourished its
growth was, in the main; troffic from forest pro-
. ducts of the région, but included some through fre
eight ond passenger traffic from the Quebec” Cen~
trol Roilway to and from Portland, Maine.

But Like many another of its contemporaries, the "Raspberry Br-
anch" eventuolly withered an died, being superfluous as ¢ bridge-
route ond hoving fulfilled its destiny as o development roilway for
‘those sections of Québec’s "Eastern Townships" through which it ran.
Uniike some of these contemporories, however, the "Raspberry Branch"
was carefully husbanded by judicious pruning from time to time, as
it. wilted, so that even today vioble segments ore still in operation,

THE END OF THE "RASPBERRY BRANCH" AT LIME RIDGE, QUEBEC, IN 1946: THE
old Maine Central Roilrood depot and engine house dre still in  wuse
by the Dominion Lime Company and its ancient 0-4-OST Number 2.  The
quarry is behind and to the right of the engine house; the kilns are
behind and to the right of the photographer. .

<= A 1937 ESSAY BY THE PHOTOGRAPHER (PRH) WITH A 120 KODAK BOX-~CAMERA.
The subjects are the photographer's brothexr, John, and an ex-Quebec
Central 4-4-0, in the cab of which the two boys had ridden ¢ couple
of years earlier, while she switched around and took a couple of
loads of lime to Dudswell Junction. The 4-4-0 wos superceded by the
vgly 0-4-05T.
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or ure about to be re-placed in operotion. Granted, some of the orig-
inal shoots have beéen isoloted from the parent stem ond ore, as o
this writing, virtuolly lifeless dnd the subjects of proposcls for
discontinuonce. The portions still attached to the porent plant are
also withered and practically leafless, hardly ]ustmfyxng the some-
times-weekly freight service oadvertised.

The story of the Coos Railroad Comppny, the Upper Coos Railway
Companies of Vermont and New Hampshire and the pendant stem in the
Province of Québec, the Hereford Raoilway Company, might be consider-
ed os o classic example of the potentiation of moximum service in
conditions of submarginol operation. Born in the 1880 whirlwind of
burgeoning railroad operotions in the northeastern United States, it
perished in the whirlwind Whlch ontlcmpated the finoncial dUSt storms
of the 1930s.

‘A first glimpse of the “Rospberry Branch" in the '20s could only
aggravate the questions posed by the presence of ¢ senile Quebec Cen-
tral Railway 4-4.0, puttering oround the lime-kilns near the dilap-
idated terminal at Lime Ridge, Québec. In addition, there was one of
the prettiest little ten-wheelers to be found, swmtchlng curs around
the yords of the Conadian Pacific Railway ot SowyerVLlle, Québec, on.
the branch from Cookshire, junction with the main line of the ~CPR

“*from Mcntréal to Saint John, New Brunswick.

L No, the observer could hardly be oware that there was o  rela-

tlonshlp between these two isolated pieces of trackage. But o few
wcyears later, a conversation with the engineer of a runty 0-4-.0 sod-
“dletanker which, in the interval, haod replaced the QCR 4-4-0 ot Lime
Ridge, elicited the information thot this cachectic quarry spur had
once been o part of the "Raspberry Branch™.

"I started work here for the Maine Centxal buck in 1918."

How could such a thing be? Responding to o burroge of quest;ons,
the engineer explaoined that, at one time, Lime Ridge was the north-
ern terminus of the Maine Central‘s branch-line from Lancaster ond
Colebrook, New Hampshire, vio Coos Junction on the Boston and ﬁclne,
and Nerth Strqﬁford on the Grand Trunk‘s line to Portland.,

Incredible, indeed! But looking around the decaying yard ot Lime
Ridge, evidences of former glories were apporent. A rowmshackle, three-
stall enginehouse, a turntoble ond a two-storey weatherbeoten frome
depot testified that. this place was once sometxzng more than the end
of a 4-mile quarry branch line. The engineer-friend further  elabor-
ated that he was once night-hostler for o 190-closs Maine Central
passenger engine, which came in on the doily passengerxr troin -from_
Lancaster, New Hompshire, os well as the 240-cluss freight  engine
of the daily turn-around wayfreight from Beecher Falls, Vermont.

This information was more than sufficient to arouse the laotent
explorer instinct of the most luke-warm railroad enthusiast and,
forthwith, the search wos on. Gradually, the history of the “Rasp-
berry Branch” unfolded, part of the droma of turn-of-the-century zo-
ilroading which hitherto had been- relatlvaly undiscovered and vunre-
corded., ' :

But before proceeding further, it is necessury to exp101n the
origin of the name "Raspberry Branch". The line was so -baptised by

o white-huired engineer on the Boston and Moine's “Mountain Road",who

in his day had piloted hundreds of passenger trains, in whose con-
sists were baggoge-car loads of fresh rospberries, product of the
burned-over stretches of woods in the upper Connecticut River . i re-
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gions. Some shipments of the succulent fruit, destined for the mar~
kets in the cities of the eastern secboard, originated in the Prov-
ince of Québec. All of this traffic was handed over to the B&M at
Coos Junction, just north of Loncaster, New Hampshire. And so was
established the nickname and florel analogy which thereafter provi-
ded @ lively and unique description of the curious branch line/ main
line roilroad. - - o

The search was on, In Channell’'s "History of Compton - County”,
the planting, cultivation and growth of the "Raspberry .Branch" - or
ot least the northern portion of it - was recorded, Settlement of
this portion of the Province of Québec began in the early 1800s,when
pioneers from New England come north across the yet-unlocated Inter-
national Boundary. In the 1830s, new settlers from Scotland . arxrived
to take .up homesteads and, ofter the completion of the St, Lewrence
& Atlantic/Atlantic & St. Lawrence Roilroad in 1853, French-speaking
settlers from parishes to the north and west came to the region.

But the greotest impulse for the building of a north-south rail-
way in this developing area come with the completion of the St. fron-
cis and Megontic Internationol Railway from Sherbrooke to . Megantic
on the lake of the same nome in 1887. This was the pioneer railway '
which,in the same year,would be purchased by the Canadian . Pacific
Railway Company ond opened, in 1889, to Scint John, New Brunswick,
the famous CPR "Short Line". . :

- There was another and equaolly impoftcnt impulse from the south,
. The immense tracts of forest oround the headwaters of the Connect-

icut River had long been in the eye of lumbermen like George Van
Dﬁkep who had sowmills on the Connecticut ot several locations  and
who, ‘in fact, was the last if not the first man to superviss log-

drives on this famous New England river, o

But regordless of the origins of the impulse, ‘its resuvlt  wos
the incorporation of the Hereford Branch Railway Compony in 1887, to
build from o point on the Atlantic and North West Railwa Company,
successor to the St., Froncis & Megontiic International, the Interna~
tional Railway Company and the Canadian Pacific, in the Township of
Eaton (Cookshire, Québec) to the Internationgl Boundary in the Town-
ship of ‘Hereford. Perhaps the term "Branch” ‘was too ignominious; the
following year, the corporete title was changed to the Hereford Reil-
woy Company ond powers were granted to the new corporation.to  pur-
chase the 4-mile railway of the Dominion Lime Cosipany from its  ¢on~
nection with the Quebec Central Railway ot Dudswell Junction to Lime
Ridge and the limestone quarry where, as previously described, our
investigation began. - : : . o

According to Channell's history, clearing of the right-of-way
south from Cookshire Junction through the "Thirty-Mile Woods" was
completed the same winter., Construction was not without drama re-
miniscent of earlier and wilder days in the "Great West", To lay the
iron, a gang of some 1,200 labourers, mostly recent immigraonts from
Itoly, was brought to the Eaostern Townships in 1888. Construction
progressed at a lively pace all summer, until one day in September,
the construction crews discovered that the controctors, Messrs, Shir-
ley, Corbett and Brennan, hod decamped with § 25,000 cash and $30,000
in unpaid occounts, leaving the workers without their pay, the local
merchants with unpoid bills, the local formers ond lobourers without
monies due ond the local investors without their investment.

Two days later, when the Italian construction workers came  to
the realization thot their wages were lost, violence erupted, as
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Channel's history records:

-"Then a tumult orose. Those hot-tempered men from
sunny Itoly, strangers in this country who knew
nothing of the laws and could not understand the
languuge of the people, worked themselves up
into o terrible state of excitement. They final-
ly went so far as to commence destroying proper-
ty, throwing away quantities of small tools and
pulling up a plece of track., Their actions and
“threats became so alarming thot the people cal-
led on the Warden of the County for protection.”

There were rumors of atrocities ond dreadful tales were told of -

train-crews savoged and murdered. The gpprehension became go  great
that ten componies of Her Majesty's Militio were brought from the
58th. Batollion barracks ot nearby Bury, to reinforce the troop ~of
covalry at Cookshire. The troops potrolled the line to the south for
ten doys and the thxeat of further violence finally subsided.

The Herefoxrd Railway Company was obliged to come to the rescue,
It paid the bill of 8§ 4,600 for the services of the military, re-
hired - and, it may be assumed, poid - the Jtalian construction work-

ers and the construction was ﬁushed on despite an unusuvally ° rainy
agutumn. On Jonuary 6, 1889, the last rail was spiked in place to com-
plete the iron way between the Junction with the Atlantic & North

West Ruilway at Cookshire, Québec and the brand-new Upper Coos Rail-
road of Vermont ot Beecher Falls, on the United Stotes side of  the
Internctional Boundary, which latter railrood optimisticolly also
offorded "connections to all points in the Eastern States”.

- Less than a Foftnight later, the first freight,shipmeht, cone-
sisting of several carloads of lumber, waos dispatched to o southern
destination and the "Raspberry Branch" was in business. '

By the summer of '89, the ambitious little line had built  two.
bridges and loid 13 more miles of track north from Cookshire Junction
through the swamp to Dudswell Junction on the QCR and had  recondi-
tioned the four-mile branch fo Lime Ridge. It could be presumed-thot
the Quebec Central Railway, a thrifty undertaking and the only rail-
way in Canada and the United States to continue paying dividends +to
'its shareholders during the depression of 1895, was quite incensed
at this ‘invasion of its freight-revenue territory. But this seems not
to have been the case, since the lime from the gquarries and kilns was
consigned principally to the QC's on«line pulp ond paper mills, or
to reilways to which it provided advantageous connection. The ~most
that the Hereford/Upper Coos partnership could hope for was the . oc~

casional car of lime to the paper mills of Groveton or Berlin,  New

Hampshire, in which case the revenue was shared with the Grand Trunk
or the Boston and Maine.

Before the snow came in the winter of '8%9-'90, the telegraoph
line along the "Raspberry Branch" had been strung and regular pos-
senger troins were scheduled, although they were operated by the Up-
per Coos Rdilrood combination. It was now possible to ship freight

and transport passengers between Portland, Maine and Québec City,
by ¢ route other than those provided by the established comparies
like the Grand Trunk and the Boston and Maine. The new route over

the Hereford and QCR was somewhat more direct and ¢ little shorter
than that via Sherbrooke, or via Richmond and the GTR.

As o fitting climox to the completion of the Hereford Railway,
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the Compony was entitled to "lorge sums in subsidies" from the Gov-

ernment of Québec, less about $ 45,000 which was withheld to pay the

claims against the contractors who the year before had absconded with
the money. All in oll, the "Raspberry Bronch” had done right well in

putting in operation some 53 miles of roilway in a little over a

year and, unlike so many similaor undertokings, hod fulfilled the

terms of its charter to the letter! Things looked so encouraging that
in 1890 the Maine Central gingerly essayed o “short-term" gamble and

leosed the Hereford Roilway and its connections, the Coos Railroad,

the Upper Coos Roilroad of New Hampshire and. the Upper Coos Railroad

of Vermont for the usual term of 999 years, o o

. Incidents in the eaxrly doys of the Hereford Railway are strange
and fascinating. A grandfather of one of the authors (PRH) of this
review assembled the whole family in the farmyard neor Sawyerville,
Québec, to watch the first train coming north through the woods on
the east side of the Eaton River.

"I%{ was a wood-birner, of course,” he related, "and the wood,cut
the previous winter, was piled high along the track, so that when
the engine got low on fuel, they just stopped and loaded what the
tender could corry aond then went merrily on their way."

There were other incidents, The same uncle remembers a freight
wreck "somewhere south of Sawyerville, in which one or two cors of
western corn were broken open, with corn all over the place; so much
so that the engine could hordly get started, os the coxn on the roils
made the drivers spin as though the rails had been greased. We kids

thought it ¢ great joke to see the troin stuck on westexrn corn. This
happened when there was plenty of snow on the ground and, after the
railroad people had salvaged oll they could, we were told to help
ourselves, so we took home all we could, snow and all, for  poultry
feed. ALl we hod to do was to pound up the frozen snow and . ‘the
chickens did the resti" ' _ o .

Similar hictuses in operotion were occurfing in the early '20s
when, on a lote-autumn evening, a fierce westerly wind pushed a .
lone freight car over the wood trig and out of the siding at- -~ St-
Isidore-d'Avkland (mile 27.27 from Dudswell Junction, altitude 1,538
feet). The boxcar trundled slowly out of the siding and on to the
main line, gathering speed down the descending grade through Don-
caster and Clifton. Clattering over the curves, it just. . negotioted
those at the approoches to the bridge over the Clifton River. and
then raopidly lost its 'speed on’ the climb up to Sawyerville (Mile 19.67
altitude 885 feet). It is soid that, fortunately, the agent at
St-Isidore the next doy reported the missing cor to the dispatcher at
Dudswell Junction before the northbound passenger train svrprised the
maverick, stopped dead on the main line in the woods on the eostern
approach to the bridge over the rivexr near Clifton.

It is a matter of fact that the "Raspberry Branch" was largely
dependent on its three southern connections: the Upper Coos Railrood
of Vermont, from Beecher Falls, Vermont to just north of West Stew-
artstown, New Hampshire and from the State line in Brunswick to the
Stote line in Maidstone; the Upper Coos Railrood of New Hompshire,
from the State line in West Steworistown to the State line in Strat-

ON A DAY IN 1946, THE QUEBEC CENTRAL FREIGHT, HEADED BY ONE OF  THE
ubiquitous CPR D 10 4-6-0 steam locomotives, held the main line. The
branch to Lime Ridge swings away to the left,
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ford, and the Coos County Railroad, from the Vermont-New Hampshire

State line in Maidstone to Coos Junction, where the Boston & Maine's
Whitefield-Gorham, New Hompshire subdivision crossed and connected
with the Maine Central and the Coos Railroads. This multiplicity of
charters wos a legal requirement to permit construction in the two

states. The swing across the Connecticut River into the State of
Vermont woas necessitated beacuse the Boston & Maine had olready lo-
cated on the east bank as far as Gorham and, beyond that place, to

North Startford, the Grand Trunk Railroad was the occupant.

The dates of completion of the line between North Stratford,New
Hampshire and Coos Junction are not clear. Poor's "Manual -of Rail-
roads” for 1908 states that the Upper Coos Roilroad was chartered in-
1884 and completed over the 55 miles from Quebec Junction and Beecher
Falls. in 189!, The Report of the Vermont Railroad Commissioners for
1890 staotes that the Maine Central was still working on the 33-mile
portion between Quebec Junction and North Stratford and was opera-
ting trains to and from Lime Ridge, Québec, with trackege rights over
the Grand Trunk Railroad from North Stratford to Gorham and the Bos-
ton and Maine thence to Coos Junction,

The construction of these various roilrecads by the Maine Central
effectively stopped the northward expansion of the Boston and Maine
up the Connecticut River valley. By constructing the line north of
North Stratford first, extension of the B&M noxrth of Grovetfon was
effectively forestalled. The maine Central then built the connecting
portions at its leisure. The Vermont Railroad Commissioners there-
after reported that the line was "well-built and in excellent con-
dition with best quality ballast and well-worked".

During the three decades following the completion of this hyphen-
ated route, the "Raspberry Branch" was in the prime of its life. It
was a healthy organism, in o rather prim New England way, but it
did not aspire to the uncouth effulgency of some of its competitors.
The aforementioned uncle's reminiscences are illustrative:

“Every fall, for some years, double-engined trains
came east hauling double-deck cars of lombs  and

we were told they were headed for Portland - and
ships for transport to the English market.. It
-always seemed to me that they sent thousands of

them. I well remember in my school-days that, be-
sides all the other activities on the railway -
and there were plenty - just one outfit alone
loaded 20 cars of wood daily, so thet two and four-
horse sleds were going from eocrly morning to late"
at night, some with squoared birch to be shipped

abroad and others with saw-logs and telegraph
poles. The excursion trains were a great joy - to
us kids, when we had money enough to make the

trip to Sherbrooke Fair., Most who could dassembled
at the station to see the trains come and go,most
of the year 'round; no wonder most of us ~ got
"trainitis'." ' '

-~ COOKSHIRE, QUEBEC, WAS A WONDERFUL PLACE TO PHOTOGRAPH STEAM  POWER
in 1948, A double.headed freight with engines Numbers 5396 and 5332
and a string of reefers are in the passing track. The Sawyerville
Sub, once the Hereford Railway, runs alongside the CPR main line
and then follows the Eaton River, while the CPR climbs the hill  +to
the summit at Birchton,
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Reports on the Statistics of Steam Railways of Canada, o copy
of which is in the Billings Library of the University of Vermont at
Burlington, provide ¢ picture of tﬁe condition of the "Rospberry Br-
anch" in 1905. The rail was still the oxiginal 56-pound steel, which
incidentally can be found even today on the Lime Ridge spur of  the

Quebec Central. The heaviest grode wos o moderate 66 feet to  :the
mile and the shorpest curve had o tight 955~foot radius. The ‘lion's
share of the freight traffic, 40,954 train-miles, was handled by

mixed trains, with but 4,615 freight-only train-miles recorded. Pas-
senger trains totalled 22,411 miles ot o sedate average spead of 26

miles per houx. But the passenger train load averdged barely a fraoc-

tion over 1 per train-mile, so it is not surprising thot the  Here-
ford Railwoy earned only 70% of its expenses for the yeax. Products
of the lumber industry accounted for almost 80% of the freight ton-
nage.

To comply with Canadion Customs and Excise Department require-
ments, the Maine Central leased three locomotives to the Hereford
Railway, together with two sleeping cars for use on the Portlond-Qué
bec passenger trains in the summer only, one first-class coach  and
two combination baggage-passenger cars. The "Baley Pathfinder Rail-
way Guide" for 1905 said that there was :one through passenger troin

daily from Portlond to Lime Ridge, plus o doily mixed train “from
"Beecher Folls, Vermont to Lime Ridge., The mixed itrain was given a
generous five hours and fifteen minutes for the 54-nile trip and,

FIOE this, it might be concluded that there was a good deal of local
work. :

South of Beecher Faolls, only the QUSSénger, Train 224, was shown
in the guide, suggesting that freight trains on the Upper Coos Rail-
roads were not hampered in their runs by the presence of « com-
binotion or passenger car on the rear-end: '

In the first years of the Twentieth Century, the-summer = seoson

. inevitably produced o parade of pussenger extras from the south o

Beecher Falls, according to o retired Moine Central "Mountain Sub-
division" telegroph operator, consulted in the late 1940s. Thot
portion of the State of New Hampshire's White Mountains traversed by
the connections of the "Raspberry Bronch" became an intensely populer
summex vacation orea with the odvent of rapid rail transportetion fr-
om the urbon centres of New England. Within o few years, the Balsams
Hotel at Dixville Notch, above Colebrook, New Hompshire, had ‘ochie-
ved- all the fame and exclusiviety of the renowned Crawford Notch

- Hotel in Crawford Notch, New Hampshire, '

After World War I, o sort of blight set in on the "Raspberry Br-
anch". It was not, os one might suppose, a direct result of the bur-
geoning popularity of Henry Ford's machine, There were other, more
importaht economic deterrents. The handwriting on the wall appeared
in-a 1923 report of the Joint New England Roilrood Commission:

“The Maine Centrol Roilroad has many branches, the
longest of which extends from Portland through the

-~ THE END OF STEEL AT BEECHER FALLS, VERMONT, AFTER THE LINE NORTH TO

Cookshire was. abandoned in 1927. Moine Central 4-6-0 Number 379 was
switching the yard, after orriving from the south with mixed Trein
M-378. The turntable wos located just in front of the engine  house
which once had eight stalls. September 4, 1948,
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White Mountains to Lime Ridge. Troffic, both fr-
eight and pussenger, over most of these branches,
is light. In fact, a characteristic feature and
great handicap of the Maine Central is its high
percentage of unprofitable branch lines."

This wos, alas, a true stotement. From Lancaster all the way
north to Lime Ridge, there was not a single town or city of signifi-
cant size., After the northern postions of the Connecticut River

volley had been lumbered off, that txaffic disappeared. There were
few on-line industries, There were, for o time, o good many sowmills
along the line, but as saw-logs became scarcer and the stands of
timber more remote, the sawmills picked themselves up and 'went where
the trees were, generally in locations well oway from the rdgilway,

The "Official Guide" continued to advertise "through  connec-
tions at Dudswell Junction for the White Mountains and Portland" on
o schedule practically identicol with that of 1905, but the "Stotis-
tics of Steam Railwoys in Canada™ told quite anothér story, noting
‘that mixed-train mileage and lumber tonnage had declined by nearly
one-half on the Hereford Railway and the operoting deficit had more
thon doubled. Other remaining twigs ond leaves on the "Raspberry Br-
anch" had long since withered, ‘

The Maine Central sawed off the "Raspberry Branch" in 1925, when
on September 11, it publicly proclaimed that tKe heretofore existing
lease of the Hereford Railway Company would be cancelled as of  the
following November 1 ond that, after midnight on October 31, the
Maine Central Roilroad Company would discontinve gll services  that
it was providing on the Hereford Railway. Presumably, the motive pow-
er and rolling stock formerly leased from the Maine Central by  the
Hereford Railway had long since been returned to the former company.

"~ On Oc¢tober 31, service on the Hereford Roilway was discentinued.
There was an immediote public ovutcry. The citizens of this part  of
the Province of Québec, who had come to depend on the railway for
transportation, especiolly during the winter months, made on ‘appeal
to the outhorities to have the service reinstated. - . . :

But it was not until March of the following year thot the Min-
ister of Railways und Canals of Canada petitioned the Board of Rail-
way Commissioners to ordex ‘the Herefoxd Roilway Company to re-estab-
lish service over the line. The Hereford Railway Company,: throuvgh its
solicitor, respectfully advised the Board that it could not obey the
order, being finoncially unable. It had neither rolling stock, motive
poWer - oI money. : ‘

Protrocted legal proceedings ensued. The Minister entered .sbit
with the Exchequer Court of Canada to sell the Hereford Railway Com-
pany by tender, with the intent of re-estaoblishing the service to
the International Boundaxy at Beecher Falls, Vermont.

There could not have been very many tenders. It is probable,al-

though not recorded in books on Canadian railway history, that the
only tender wos thot of the newly-formed Canadian Nationocl . Railway

MAINE CENTRAL RAILROAD MIXED TRAIN M-378, POWERED BY ENGINE NUMBER
379, rattles north along the Connecticut River, just south of Nerth
Stratford, New Hompshire. The parallel line is that of the Grand
Trunk. Later in 1949, when this photograph was taken, the Maine Cen-
tral obtained trackage rights over the Grand Trunk and tore up its
track, '
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Compnny,'acting.an the instruction of the Minister of Railways and

Cdnals of Canada. In any event, the tender of the Conadien National
Railway Company was accepted and the CNR became the new owner of the

Hereford Railway. _ .

What could have been more ridiculous? The neaorest CN line was
at North Stratford, Vermont or Lennoxville, Québec, 23 and 15 miles
respectively from the Hereford Railway. A connection from Beecher
Falls could be made via the Upper Coos Railroads of Vermont and New
Hompshire, but that between Cookshire and Lennoxville was possible

only over the roils of the Canadian Pacific Reilway. Of course, there

was the possibility of trackage rights over the Quebec Central from
Sherbrooke to Dudswell Junction, :

‘Necessarily, this dilemma was resoclved when the Canadian Nation-
ul was allowed to withdraw its tender and the offer of the Canadian
Pacific Railwoy Company, likely o considerably lower figure, wos dc-
cepted on May 25, 1927, : ' :

One of the conditions of the Canodian Pdacifice's tender was that
the line of the Hereford Railway would be abandoned, except the part
from Malvina, Mile 34.42, to Cookshire, Mile 12,45, The Quebec Cénw
tral Railway was permitted to purchase the 4,2-mile spur to-the lime-
kilns and quarry of the Dominion Lime Company at Lime Ridge, Québec.

" The Canadian Pacific pruned the "Raspberry Branch with o veng-
eance, In 1927-28, the 14 miles from Malvine to Hereford, Québsc, on
the International Boundury, were taken up. Simulteneously, the 13.05

miles from Cookshire through Brookbury to Dudswell Junction were
removed, together with the three-span, through-truss bridge over the
St. Francis River and the two-span facsimile over the Eaton River

at Cookshire. Dudswell and Cookshire cedased to be junctions, . except
in the sense of main line/branch line connections.

Canadian Pocific continued to offer mixed-train service, daily
except Sunday, from Cookshire to Malvina, three hours southbound over
the svmmit and 2 hours 55 minutes northbound downgrade, in the April
29, 1928 timetable. Three years later, the service had been reduced
to thrice-weekly. In June 1932, the mixed train ran once a week. By
April 1940, once d week mixed-train service was offered in the win-
ter only. ' ' I

From December 1942, gas rationing during World Wor II - .obliged
the Canadian Pacific to resume twice a week mixed-traoin service, but
by November 28, 1943, traffic had dwindled to the point where no reg-
“ular service at all was offered.. :

The pruning continved. By April 19, 1945, the track had been res

moved from the 15.8 miles from Malvine north to Sawyerville. And the
May 1 1973 employees' timetable of CP RAIL stated tKat freight sexr-
vice only was provided, as required, between Dudswell Junction  and
Lime Ridge, 4.20 miles, and between Cookshire and Sawyerville, 6.7
miles. An inspection of the once~wonderful "Raspberry Branch" makes
one marvel os to how this service is maintained. :

As the twig is pruned, so is the tree inclined. Through the
years, the southern connections of the "Raspberry Branch” fared not
much better. In an unexpected move, the Maine Central ccquired track-
age rights over the Grand Trunk and the Boston and Maine and reverted
to the 1890 arrangement wereby MEC trains used the GTR from North
Stratford south to Gorham aond the B&M from Gorham to Coos Junction,
just north of the county town of Lancaster, New Hampshire, where it
regained its own rails., This permitted the abandonment and removal
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‘Bereford ‘Beanch Railway, who crowed: the
-onived on acocuns from - the Uospany, bas had
most soricus resuits, They had in their amploy
shout 700 Imlian and Hungarian  laborers, none

warden snd magistrates of the county waited on
Lieut. . Col. Pope, commanding tks 38sh (Camp-
ton) Batfalion, and st their request ha callsd
ous the regiment. The corps woom got under
arms and their appesrance soon quisted the
rioters, bat more trouble is soticipated in the

morning, ‘

3 - BESDING AMMUMNITIOY, :
| Lient.-Col. Houghton, D.A G., received ths
 following despateh from Lieut.-Col. Pope,

night '— .
Buar, Sepbember 25.—1 . hare received requisition to
'mnoutmyhmlipnfm Me;n?mﬁmg
%y to_quell riot oo railway, 000 rounds
Lot on il

¢ "F. L. Porx.
e e T-———.F—- ——

' RIOT IN COMPTON.

 'THE MILITARY CALLED OUT.

g.‘ ﬁ, .

ORY, Que.. Soit. 25 Tho disabooaraacs of
EEH. 8%:!.,3330: bet mdmpmm el
border after cashing a cheqne for $25,000 re--

com-
: manding the 58th -Battalion; st xiste hour Iast-

=

T eptember
2%




q x."rn“ L} 4 - .
; . 8OO Bept, 26N
: - LY Wi ENISS, mnﬁeh:;‘ Jok takes place fnm,&tfgmd"‘:*p-
e e i telegraphie oon Bertford railway, Thecs 5 oo
BTATTYA - TT A : : Iine, Cockshire e a0l t0 ADY poat o the
THE RIOTING ITALIANS. Caniadvend, Tafori 26 Beatont poist on. 1
. : Stratford. N.B Cr®tion this mainissg i, on the
Pl e , 20w anens hasi 340 €flect that Tralisg v
' THE VOLUNTEERS MUSTERING, AND between Canada ' -ﬂ?'if,’;’”"f; on the burdas !
GETTING AMMUNITION FROM - - Toidar chased:, o tim. try eged States,
MONTREAL. - e rore 81,20 the * Canada side,  ang
The alarming report received fromn Bury this |

morniog, » copy of which is’ given on another
pags, has caused some sxcitawent among the
military men of Montreal. Ten thowaand-

rounds of amrunifion were aked for in the having

telegrams, but five thousand were cooaidered R A

rufficient. 'This supply ought to bave left :

ipg, bat that company refuged to_carry ik e directory will ‘meet thiy o

ﬁlﬁt—&l.:-ﬂmghm ,Z!).A. w, wired Lieak- o‘:ﬁ‘t Stewartzton ty d,-_:;‘; tlti?. Aflermoon 5

Col. Eope at Bq:ﬁ, this morning, sking for mﬂ“*ﬁ'ﬁ-t&a—mi The Sapect of a¥airy

full particalars, Up to 230 this allamoon so Maltered aver » largs p volunteery, why |

spawer had been recsived, sod the Colonel st mﬁnw.mnu.mg the . |

| the following second Velogram i ..oy ocd o mokee 2> Light, orders having beer s |
Trank relosed to carry ame fodat. Appeazs to be little pe ny i OIS, Thers |

Lieat -Colonel Mattice stated to » Wilnes
that Lieat.-Colonal Pope had 150 good
men a4 Bury, who would be ready to meet all
etnergrncies.  He does nob think thas the riot-
ers will coma to the paint of the beyonet. A
| eimilar trouble happened before in that vicinity
whbea the Grand track was being laid.
The D. A, G. and Colonel Mattice expect
tbat they will have to g0 out-to the scene of the
ot H
The ammunition leares by tha C. B. R. at
5,10 this evesing. R ) T
As Iate s8 3.30 this albersoon no information -
had beeq rocaived from Lioat.-Col. Pope. Col
Houghton says be is rexiy at » momsct’s no-
tice to don hus miform sod proceed fo the place.
He bas telagraphed the Adjatant.Geperal in
' Ottaws informaing kim of the affuir.
) {Special Lo the Witness.) .
SHEIRBROOKR, t  26:.—Great- axcitement
prevails upon tbe line of the Hereford
railway between Cookahira asud Sawyerville
A poction of the 53th batialion have been called
out, as there are a large number of Italisns who
have been defruuded cut of their pay, and it is e .
feated may cause trouble by breaking into the o
stores. l\‘_urlg all of the country marchants in
that vicinity, s a number iy thia city, will
be losers to & mwore or lesa-exdent.

I
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‘GUARDING THE TRACK.

THE VOLUNTEERS’ FIRST NIGHT OUT.
ixrm.m SHOIS IN TER .mu - DT!;II m
" FRAMED—HARDSHIFS - OF THE ITaLiaNs—
GBENK LABOREES TO BE PSOTLICTSD BT THAE
MILITARY. .
: . (From Owr Own Reporer.)
Cooxamizx, Qua:, Sept 28 —The Grat night
in caxp pessed off- without any very great ex- |
citemoent. Three companies of volontoers vwere

brought into Cookshire snd billeted in the vari- |~ ‘

ous hatels, halls and dwelling houses, while the
rewainder of them, with the cavalcy, wers loft |
ia Sawyerville, the centre of the troubla
'!‘umy-ﬁpl men pessed the night watch-
img the trostie wik two miles from
- Bawyervile.  Toe Itakians ° baving dyas
mite n their powsession, i is feared that
ther will blow ttis work ap, and tovy bave
threatened to do so. Maay of the mea sept in
rheds without aay hlackets or coveriogs of soy
king, but they cracked jukes aad took the situ-
atiom pood-nattredly. Sguade of voluntests pa-.

trotled the hne il night, They asccuatared Do

sariooa opposition. About daven o'clock

e S CREAL ENFOLTER SHOTS

wors Sred at them, but the bullets whizzed
everhead withous doing any imjury. Toe in-
furinted Italiava kept op am awiul horlirug ail
night, makicsx sleep aa Impossibility to those
that way inclthed. They sre onmping in the

e Wwods alorg_the line, -
. il

The question, ** Who is 1o pay expenses '™
buag discoreed amceg the villagers, [t will
take from 35000 $500 3 day. Each man re.
orives £ty ovate. The muosmicipality does not
expect to be saked to comtritate ita quosa. I
boids that the Dominion Govrerament alone
shexid shoulder the responsibility. Toha Hoce-
ford railway, aithough in the hands of a-incal
cempany, i princpally controlled by the Bos-
ton snd Maine Railway Company.

» inwyer, Iheyupgd tbe Italisn cooenl out

bers to-might

The directors of the Hereford Railway ars
) Sherbrooke ; B. H.
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| “AMONG THR VOLUNTEERS &ND
- “INSURGENT3.* = -
‘THE "irrntm-"' ‘2xPORTER minn_:m THn
* TTALIAN TRACK LATSES K
> From Owr Own Bagorier) = .
Cooxsn1x, Que., Sept, 37.—Compion county
kaas been thrown mto o seriovia state of excite:
went, solely by the absoouding of a firm of rail:
way conieactors, whe bad the control of about
"800 men, but whose busioess transactions ap-
parently savored striugly of dishonesty,” After -
the Wilness reporter had sent off bis telegraphic
despatchion-yesterday, be took means to sscertain
all the particulare in connection with this soma-
whas complicated business, L
‘Whas T have already sent yon is substantially
suthenticated, -Ail the reports and rumors
which have appearsd in contemporaries about
their bu? serions riots are simple - fabri-
cations. p till & Iate hour So-night no-
thing more serious than tearing up rails,
throwing over switches and saking generally in-
A threatening manner has taken plsce. hey
certainly did stop » ballast train from working
! | a8 the sonth end of the track st Hersford ; they
* | did ot even srop st that, bat tore up the rails
connecting with the American smcwon of this
' | rsilway ealled the Upper Cooas Railway. -
) The Italians, gndoabtedly, bave rmgrut
| | Artevances, andis is small wonder that thay de-
mand momz‘whmh is honestly doe thein.
: Shirley, Corbett and Brennan ‘were, mntil
- | lately, looked on as hoasat, hard-working men,
"I sxd notbing was farthee frozs the minds-of those
wbo kpew ther than to anticipade this trouble,
1 Az I stated in ono of my deepstches, tha
weather and other circumstsvces weot badly
(] :g:mlt them, It is generslly belisved that
y !

RELD ON TO YTHE VERY LAST
befors clasring out, Thg_au lel% ostenmibly ou
buxiness, One ssid hiz brother was ill;

| Odtawa ; and the third bad sleo some very press-
iog engugement. It is s week ago last Monday
| since they disappeared, lmt ths men continusd
work until the 22ad in the hopa of their em-.
) p!uc}"fl returning—which, howerer, they failad
to :
| Aws many of the Gompmg,’: shareholders as
' § could be gonvened met in kshira laat Sun
1 | day to discom the wtuation. They dacided so
E:_kem oﬂer]:;: th; men to rotn::dto work,
ir wages to be paid every woek to count
from the dsy on which recomnsancad,
-t-This-offer-was made, but the Italixne datly re-
fused these terms. 'h:poewho wers willing to
agree wers molested sad bad.to leave 0% work.
The tearing np of rails along that pars of the
railwaw inat fininhad then commeénced, .

soother, that he wantad to cash » chaqne st “—~— ...

TSX VILLAGEES BECSME ALARNED,

‘a8 their homes were-thrsatenad with fire, and
subeequently orders wers issuod by the Warden
of tire coomry calling otit the. militia, =~ -

{ T be only-section-of the railway now being pro-
-oended With i thak between~Acckland
“quetteville;” whers “thefs~are over 170.en at

pow working for tha Railway Company. Thees
men have not besa paid, but are coumbent to
swait the imste of affairs,. They are twenty
qﬂgﬁ;f@m_sirymﬂ!fi ?ﬁm she :intre of the
-Greacit troable o Ti ir-e : } .-
-that the  Italians may make for thiy sectisn
oan o

p g g——-

CNLERS PERTRSTED 5Y THE MILITARY,
The railway compsny bhai & good desl ef

what axosng towe s of themn Eztiveiy
| - CREKPIEC ANOUED BREIND YNE 3OLDIEES
to day whom an artist wae eogaged in taking
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. MSDULATR TRACT OF BUSH, o
seldom broken by a patch of green turf, For
siz miles wo had to driva through what might
bave been » Hi d mountain pase.

quantitiey of mud, sad the o met
wit_h'..mm.i_ug frightful, snd led us to

rived all right in the end, and were' met at the
village brylgfcrord of Italians, who Were per-
fectly civil. To the Imterpreter they stated
> their intention of going back to work this morn.
- - ‘ Ing, * that if they can be depended on: tha
L . trouhls is practically over, -
ALL QUIET- ’ By to-might tbeen-tafrhomu'ntenmeao!:he

- ALTANS BECTION RE- - fee!.ing aroind thas the railway cop
THEIT mmogoogﬁm ' B ) %hnmp-y-%ﬁnimtd_iuoyz m’
S e T - __hnd_ﬂmh 4 =_:_'111_l-nnc-oonm.dv-of-
_ : (L 1 “'ou-r-‘s pRIVE '&m-m&umrmwl’omm-
MUY THE OTHARS STILL HOLD : Abe Sawyerville section, Colonel Taylor will
THMOUGH THE WILDERNERS — FIRLANDXRY -_Frmainat No. 3 ﬂﬁp‘:mtmg turther orders.
REFLACS INE TOBRX-UF BAILS, IR . h Miar:ho__p:en:.“ company. will stay

" (Fvess Guwr Owp Raporter.) Emwn R

| : N a2 el o the Witners) ’
Uct. 1. —Thia - despatch . NoxTR StRAtrosp, N.H,; Oct. 'L-~I bave
Cate s 8 ke Frowh vllge a oo snd NOMES b S A S e T o
bul tom e bowdary fme, whero Whe . Pamettoriley  Tratans, o Dl his

Witness rogrosentative landed last ight """‘,,, o promimed last might to po o work here
" with the troops.. Saturday might axd yostr TRl o e e, e » £ 105 bommiare
5 along wha , - _
day paméd off quutlym .-:‘ since Fridsy | -along which . drove, i quieg, All the Finland. .
The Italians bave not " sdout &3 e Al work, -and ibey have already
ina body. On Saturday emmc*'l"'“::‘b :gf:::lhh that the Italisns tors up,
; bad an interview 1 latter e B0t yob ‘offered any resise.
Aot Serpaia, ton owdor o -the Ialace | e AT B oLk, thratmming
who had jost M;dmh“y ’:'i?l:.l:';g ' mvated to work bat the. belance aod mot lat
-presence of several : : them trouble 'Van
Thera » compromine wa Some K the Cook: Who represents the lmwmm Tott Foc
hire _section of the road to go-to work & Pwhm Capt. Trenbolme
o rming, snd saccept tbe conditions ll?“t‘g ab and Capt, Ewnmw
taid down.by. the Company and - reporsed e | — TPt everrthing quiet, -
Wiines, Scapella forls otatident that the faw | . " 77 TR caxx or Erwasrry,
will be sufficient bgputmm‘. hiening st - QraxEc, Oct. 2 —Ralexring to the trogbles in
gy At the proepects of pesos wer @ decided to seod Compton snd the repoes thas the unfortanats
R % Wﬂm—’ ad of Italiane imtend t vepd a to Craebes,
Qaptain Lewned, sod & company of ifantry - L'Eectcur expreses the hope that the Mocoier
Captain Learned, to this part of the lina, Govumwulluv_ﬁ]uqn and ralearor
under Lieut. Besd, e Aocordingly, o find TAESES o recaim oui of the Heref wd
where trouble was '; npthd.m the sbove com- Railway’s subsidy 3 - A%OGRS 10 pay f
yat_u'da[ f“Colmdlm Hoaghtors snd Mattios, the Mu"-, - ma, though :bey P
ﬁf.u, -éw WA ] . . Mh&om-y,tieya_ubgmh:mg!,
. ~J—~W‘—°;—I‘“w‘“d.‘;,m).m Magistrute Bailey, ﬁml-d;bw- the question of ixw soar
ith Dalaca, a4 interpeetes, sod your represen- Testion of homenity.
" ativs, let Sawyerville, and arvived bere at 5.4, | ‘ —— ~
Tbe jomrney was through » most ' T -



Last Edition

- THE SWINDLED ITALIANS.
TREIR CONBSTL'S ATTRMET TO ARRANGE TRENA
WITH THE BAILWAY COMPANT—AFPELL TO
THE GOVERSOR-GENERAL = | :
© Im, to the Italiam Cousul's proposal on
- Sstnr:g?h(r. Ives, the treasurer of the railway
company, sent ' that **the company will oot
. puarantee to sgain pay what they ‘have already
. pwid in good faith to the contractors. . Posocom- |
_pany are pot abls to-do thiz. It is & small com: |
_pany bailding & oolonizstion road: The com- |
paoy mg;nmd to smploy and pay the men
. weekly it they so desira.  The work can be com-
pleted in nix weeks ~The company will then
haud over for distribation smomg the creditors
of the contractors all that in doe the doatmmctors.
To secure the mem the preforence 30 which they
are entitlad the comtractors should be pas into
h‘ha:h-upzcy and the money should be divided by

Mr. Mariotti then xaked the Company tapay
the waces emaned by the men in September,—

. for whie* mopth tbe contracters bad not re--
ceived pay. ¥e also remarked that be believed
the men could seixe the plant and all property of .
the abeconding contrastors,

Haring submitted this to the cther directors,
Mr. Ivcy replied——""Tha dirsctors refuse o guar-
an‘e: japment for work dome before the strika.

-They sr» likely to disccntinus work for this
year. - Will decide Wedneaday.” -

At ihe stame time Mr. Manolti received an-

~

otber ceapatch from Cookshire asking him to-

-7 .gocu: sod coufer with the Cempaay’s manager.-

He sccordingly deciled 4a do so, letting Mr.
Ives and the Italiana know, and telling the Ist-
ter to “remain qusk™ Mr, Mariotti has also
went this mesmage te Lexd Btanley, Governor-

e TPt Sk Mty o B e f
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FEBRUARY 14T 1911
WRECK ON THE MAINE CENTRAL.

Four persons were injured this afternoon near Cookshire. The engine
and tender left the track and the cars turned over into the ditch.
Three train hands and one passenger were more or less seriously
injured by an accident to the Maine Central passenger train this
afternoon.

The train was between Cookshire and Dudswell Junction near
what is known as Brookbury siding when the engine snd tender left
the track. :

The baggage and mail car and the smoker turned over into the
ditch.

The baggageman, mail clerk and expressman and a passenger
named Cote from Marbleton were injured but what extent has not
been accertained at this hour, two o’clock. The other passengers were
also badly shaken up.

Sherbrooke Daily Record
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HARRY K. THAW

Harry K. Thaw was considered a spoil rich , heir to a multi-million
dollar mine and railroad fortune when he shot Sanford White roof
garden of the New York Madison Square Gardens in full of a great
many witnesses over White’s alleged violation of Thaws wife, chorus
girl Evelyn Nesbitt. There were a series of trials in 1907 and 1908, in
the end Justice Dowling committed Thaw fo the Matteawn State
Asylum for the Criminal Insane. It was extremely infamous criminal
case, for it seemed that there was one law for the rich and another
for the poor.

Then on August 18th, 1912 Thaw in a well planned escape
involving ladders and chauffeurs and five accomplicies Thaw escaped
from his Matteawan jail. It became the major newspaper story of
North America with newspaper headlines claiming that Thaw had
been spotted in this city and that town. It seems that he managed to
board a train and then worked his way through the then well serviced
system of railways and branch lines. In the end he boarded a Maine
Central train heading north to Canada Train crews recognized Thaw
as he sat in a coach seat. A telegram was sent to authorities, who
sent law men to catch the train. A wild automobile chase ensued, so
that when Thaw got off the train at Herford station just as he was
hiring a horse and buggy he was arrested with two confederates that
were accompanying him. He was taken to the Sherbrooke Jail and a
trial. At this time there was no extradition between Canada and the
United States. Thaw felt that he should be able to walk out of the
Courthouse a freeman. New York Attorney General Jerome came to
Sherbrooke to argue for his return to New York State. The high
priced and very prestigeous law firm of Greenshields of Montreal was
hired by Thaw’s family and included in the team of lawyers was local
young Compton lawyer Louis St Laurent. of Montreal was attempting
to secure the release of Thaw under a Writ of Habeas Corpus that




neither insanity nor criminality had occurred in Canada. Jerome
brought doctors and medical evidence from Matteawan as evidence to
Thaw’s insanity. Then Jerome cited the then Canadian Immigration
Act and pointed to the section where it stated that no one with a
history of mental illness was permitted to come into Canada. With tis
the next morning Thaw was driven to the Canadian American border
and was basically thrown out of the car right on the border. The
American authorities were just waiting. So ended the great Herford

Railway escape.







“Torento Gloke




Hun T
ramnt tmi Y TN e S

Ty

H_' s 3







Lime Ridge - Dominion Lime Company
The limestone deposits in the Dudswell area were one of the early goals of the Quebec Central. The railway buitt
a 2.5 mile spur into the area from its Marbleton station in 1877. This spur had such excessive grades that an
engine could pull only twos from the quarry at a time. The Dominion Lime Company received on May 18th, 1887
a charter enabling them

"o manufacture and deal in lime, and to construct a railway from the mainline of the

Quebec Central Railway at 2 point in the Township of Dudswell County operated by

the said Company and said line of railway so as to connect the same with the Grand

Trunk Railway, Quebec Branch, at some point in the counties of Richmond ar

Athabaska”
The charter was given to W. B. lves, F. P. Buck, J. R. Woodward the QCR general manager, and W. M. Angus
representing the East Angus Pulp Mill. 1f was to be one element, in a number of railroads that were chartered to
provide the Boston, Concord and Montrea! an entrance into the Province of Quebec. The other railways involved
were the Hereford Railway, the Wolfe and Athabaska, the Upper Coos Railroad of New Hampshire, the Upper
Coos Valley. ‘

The Dominion Lime had laid 4.2 miles of track by November 9th, 1889 when it was sold to the Hereford

Railroad Company. The Hereford, in turn, had been operated by the Upper Coos Railway (New Hampshire) sinc

November 1888. The Upper Coos and Hereford companies were all leased to the Maine Central Railroad on Juf

22, 1890.
The Dorminion Lime Railway connected the Dudswell Lime and Dominion Lime quarries at Lime Ridge

with the Quebec Central at Dudswell Junction. The Upper Coos and Hereford cormected with the CPR at
Cookshire then ran south across the border to connect with the Maine Central's Portland - St. Johnsbury line
at Quebec Junction.

The first three miles, built by Mssrs. Gordon and Loomis were completed in August 1887. Two large lime
kilns were also built at this time. The completed railway was inspected in December 1887. Besides serving the
Dominion Lime Company's plant it also served the Dudswel! Lime Company where it connected for only a few
months with the QCR's Quarries Branch that ran from Marbleton. The railway was worked by equipment of
Quebec Central in its first years. 1918 Brompton Pulp & Paper had controlling interest in Dominion lime. In 193
it acquired full control but in 1949 sold its interests.

The Maine Central during the summer months ran a through Portland - Quebec Pullman car over this
route The MEC built a station, a gallows turntable, and a three-stall roundhouse at Lime Ridge to serve the nee

of the branch.

By 1923 the Maine Central found the line extremely unprofitable, it lost $1,639,359 in 1923 alone. In
September 1925, the MEC entered into an agreement with the Hereford to cancel the lease effective Novembe

1st 1925, On that Iaét:iéte the Main .
e , .
Snerate the e Central took away all their rolling stock and other equipment and ceased to
In March 19 ini i
Commissioners to c?r?:ié??hhglg:igoc:fd}?;;ﬁgj t?)nrd Catn aI:lJIS' %fCanada o e e, oy o)
Commissioners i ' ' e-establish service over the line. The i
vt oy tgnd;re?vwg?;]znitntto otbhfge. Protra_cte_d legal proceedings ensued. The Mir?isl?:reg:tg?eegt ngeford fioy
oo the ONR di(':l vt he ent o re-establishing service. The Canadian National tender w et von”
houdh the LR did not thence:gF;Nll‘fnh the branch in Canada. For this reason, the CNR tender v?/Zsa\(r:fﬁgedl T anc
Cooketre o Mo e & mtem:g;f;tlhéggﬁzé"fhe CPI; immediately abandoned two sections %ro;ivgzr?rrlg
ook, _ . \dary near eechers Falls. T| i ific tt

p rom Dudswell to Lime Ridge to the Dominion Lime Company, by no»\rrlz gjg;g;znryi;%f:g;hin reFTtlad b

. pton Pulp and

FPaper. The Dominion Lime start i
: ed operations wi -
acquired a secondhand Whitcomb diesel with a second-hand Quebec Central engine 15, but ? in 1955 it

{ ocomotives used on the site:

15  4-4-0 Rhode Island -
1824 62" 12-1895 # 3094

— Whitcomb 6-1937 #60002

— .

acquired from Ed. Lacroix 1925
ex Quebec Central number 15.

ex U.S. Naval Ammunition Depot, lona Island NY

J
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Dudswell Jct - Brookbury §ité - Leigh Martin Sawmill Railroad

Gilbert Lumber‘Company
After the Maine Central stopped running trains over the Hereford Railway in 1925 l.eigh Martin had a small
sawmill at Brookbury four miles east of Dudswell Junction. The sawmill was unigue as it had the only waterwheel|
in the area. Martin decided that he needed a railway siding. Using an old battered Ford Model T converted for use
on the railway replacing the rubber tires with flanged wheeis. The Mode! T pulled a small four wheel lorry The car
pulled lumber from the mill along the four mile line across the old Maine Central covered bridge across the St
Francis River where it ran beside a siding on the QCR. The lumber was loaded into boxcars. Two very small
turntables aflowed the motive power to be turned at both ends of the line. This operation ran from 1926 until
around 1938, when the railway, sawmill and the bridge were dismantied.

Locomotive' used on the site:
-~  Model T Eord Used between 1826 and 1938
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In ro FEREFORD RAILAWAY COMPANY OPERATION OF TRAINS

Judgment of the Depuly Chiel Conwnissioner, March 31, 1925, concurred in by
“the Chicf Commissioner and Mr. Commissioner Oliver

. This is a petition en behalf of the Honourable the Minister of R.:Z-,IIW.— vs 'n_?d
Canals of Canada for an order diveciing the Eeyeforﬁ} Railway Compjm} to
safely and efficiently operate itz vailwaw, and to pui up the neceszavy equipment
¢ (o run regular trains, .
n 'i'i?ii;:?nﬁ?;‘l 1;&1116 up before the Board at o hearing held ab Otdawa on the
318t of March. 1928, before the Chief Commissagney,' My, Q(’)'InmESSI_Cpe‘;‘ "(?)_Iwg-n]'
and myself. There appeaved before us, on behalf of the petitioner, 1;\'Lr._‘.‘f:J icd
Lazure, and on behalf of the responaent, and of i.;lw; trustees for the hondholders
af the Hereford Railway Company, Mr, Frederick 8. Rugg, K.C. ‘
B+ 80-51 Vietoria {1887) chanter 93, n vathwoav wnd inenmanratad andas tha

—_—— e

/ -~ In 7c MEREFORD RAILAVAY COMPANY OPERATION OF TRAING
Judgment of the Depuly Chief Commissioner, Mareh 81 1926, concrrred i b
a 7 ) ;. U

the Chief Commissioner and My, Commissioner Oliver

This is a petition on hehalf of the Honourable the Minister of Railways an
Canals of Canada for an order directing the Hercford Railway Company to
salely and efficiently operate its railway, and to put up he necessary equipmont
and te run regular traing, ‘ b ‘ S ‘

This matler came up hefore the Board at a hearing held ab Ottawa on the
Blst of ‘March, 1926, before the Chief Commissioner, Mr, Cominissiomer Oljvef
and myself.  There appeared before ug, on behall of the petitioner, My, Wilfrit)
Lazure, and on belall of the respondent and 'of the frustecs for the bondholders
of-the Hereford Railway Company, Mr, Frederick S, Ruge, K.C. o

By 80-51 Victoria (1887) chapter 93, n railway was incorporated undetthe
name of the Hereford Branch Railway Company, and was authorized to cap-
struek-a double or single line of raibway from a point of conneetion with the
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H. Arnold Wilder
46 Lowell Road :
Oct. 2, 1
Westford, MA ¢ » 1984
01886

Mr. Carl Riff
73 Austin Drive
Hamilton, Ont. L8V 3V5

Dear Carl:—

My apologies for .not having replied to your very interesting letter of last
August, but you may know that I have inherited the additional duties of the
Financial Secretary of RAILROAD & LOCMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, since last
May, Bill Webber having passed away the previous November, and left many mat-.
ters in a mess! Errors without count in our members' addresses.

Regarding your safari to the Eastern Townships, and with Derek Booth, You are
well aware of his book, Railways of Southern Quebec, which compliments in so
many ways, the old Passumpsic and the Massawippi Railway lines. The real old
villian in all that assortment of rail lines, was Gregory Smith of St. Albans,
who controlled the Vermont Central and the Vermont & Canada, and who thus kept
these other lines from getting into Montreal, their objective. On both sides

of the border, his name crept up, time after time, preventing the :‘Southeastern
Rwy. from getting from Farnham west, and there was as much intrigue on the Conn.
& Passumpsic Rivers Railroad, as in Canada, in trying to circomvent old Gregory's
hand in the background. I've gathered considerable data in an effort for the
Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society's bulletins for an article on this
line; Omer Lavallee has been much help in this eegard, but I feel that Derek's
book pin-points the facts as they were, at least on the Canadian side

Regarding the Hereford Railway, your data has undoubtedly uncovered the trail
of George VanDyke of Lancaster, an old time lumber baron, who, for years had
taken the marketable timber off both sides of the Connecticut River up as far
as North Stratford, N.H., moving 1t down to Massachusetts mills in the Spring
river drives. Finding the river too shallow to float much of his timber, he
became the power behind the Upper Coos Railroad, and eventually the Hereford
to reach the rich stands of timber. Tt is on rec ord that Van Dyke promised
the towmship land owners in Hereford and Paquetteville, that if they granted
him the rights, he would build the railroad thru their wvillages, but once grant-—
ed the rights, he deliberately built in the river valley, like Hall's Stream,
and crossed deliberately across this steam for half a mile or more because it
. was the easist grade, (Terrill's Cut, N. H., mileage 165.5 from Portland), 2.5
miles above Paquetteville. This short cut into New Hampshire was the reason
teh CPR, when they took over the line from Cookshire in 1926,Aever went south
of Malvina, just a wide place on the line, for pulpwood loading.

When our family lived in Lancaster, I got to ride this line on occasion, since
my Dad was Ass't Car Foreman, and had to go to Cookshire and/or Lime Ridge on
ocaasion, and I used to spend week-ends with him as a young fellow. There were
only two passenger trains, # 224 and 225, which met in Colebrook, N. H. around
2:00 PM, thus 225 left Lime Ridge about 12:05 PM, and 224 arrived about 5:15 PM
A local mixed train made a round trip between Beecher Falls and Lime Ridge,

# 371 and 370, usually with a small Mogul engine, and usaally had considerable
work at Cookshire and Dudswell Jct., a pulp mill in Cookshire as I recall. All
the other stops used te load pulp, mostly for East Angus, but some for the mills

at Groveton and Berlin, N. H.
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CYLIN. . '‘OIEEL. R
PR WHEBL | sy, BUIDERS. . UPPER COOS AND HEREFORD RAILWAYS.
w,./m " 56 | 1870 | Portland Gompany. . 3 These roads, completed in 1887, North mmwpﬁmo_.n.r N. H. to Lime WEWP. P.Q.,-
wam 5-6 %th " " _ Canada, were leased to the Maine Central Railroad in May, 18go. The same year
* {san ! - 3 . - . . . P
wmmx“m mum wm,q_.w : i u y an extension was built from North Stratford to a point on the Mountain Division
Y2 Hel < i 13 .. . 3 . [ S
w,_.umh Mla 1874 i w , v S called Quebec Jct. At the time of lease they had the following locomotives :—
Tx26 -5 1875 . " i >
17 x26 40 Hmuh.m i I )
| 17x26 -0 1881 W e E u. C.
w Trx24 5-0 1882 w o 3 - &IL | M. Q. NAME, CYLINDER. { WHEEL.| BUILT. BUILDERS.
17x24 5-0 | 1884 | Hinkley Loco. Works : . _No. | mo. . :
C 19x26 -8 | 1 , . ) -
' agxa | ogg | aset | oriend Company. 1 |125 | Stratford) - 16x2¢ | 50 | 1872 | R.L Loco. Works.
| 17x24 50 1834 WO w . ' ) 2 126 Stewartstown, 17x24 5-0 1887 b L i
! 1724 5-0 1884 | . m o L < L3 e Colebrook, . C17x24 5-0 1588 " Rl L
. 4 | 128 Cookshire, 17x24 4-6 1580 L & .-
5 | 129 Sawyerville, 17x24 5.0 1388 s s b -

as vacant when leased, No. 102 was destroyed in.’ ; : .,
.7 No. 1 was formerly the Colebrook. Originally built for the Providence and

593, and No. 104 was marked A and destroyed in - - - .
_ o B "Worcester Railroad and named W. M. Capron No. 26.
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/On June 9, 1886, a special committee composed of councillors Charles AlcClary,

» /W, H. Learned, J. A. Chicoyne, J. H. Morin, A. Ross and H. A. Cairns, made a report to
" the County Council, on an examination made into the affairs of the Internatioual Railway,
i which the County held a large number of shares. A perusal of this report shows that up

to September, 1883, $1,227,841.19 lhad been expended on the permanent way, an average of
$14.973.67 per mile. “The road, although worked with extreme economy and showing a
profit on its working, has mever been able, out of net income, to pay the full interest on

its bonded debt.

On September 8, 1886, a courmunication was read from W. B. Ives, Esq., authorized
by Sir George Stephen, offering to purchase the stock in the International Railway, owned
Ly the Couuty, at fifty cents in the dollar, or a sum total of $112,500. After stroug appeals
made in favor of accepting the offer, by representatives from the County Council of Sher.
brocke and city of Sherbraoke, a resolution was passed disposing of the shares for this
amount. The money from the sale was used in purchasing the Connty bonds, at a premium
of sixteen per cent.

On November 2, 1836, the International Railway Company, was acquired by the Atlautic
and Northwest Railway Company, which in turn was leased to the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company in perpetuity. At the time of the acquisition of “the line by the Atlantic and
Northwest Railway Cowmpany, the following gentlemen composed the directorate:

. W. C. Vau Horne, president; T. G. Shaughuessy, vice-president; Sir Dounald A. Smith,
K. C. M. G.; Sir Geo. Stephen, Bart; J.J. C. Abbott, R. B. Angus, E. B. Osler, Wi, Whyte,
Saudford Fleming, and J. Davidson, secretary; D. E. McFee, general manager.

This road now forms a link of the Canadian Pacific Railway short line between
Moutreal and Halifax, with a large passenger aud freight traffic.

HEREFORD RaIrwarv,

For several years prior to work being commenced by the Hereford Railway Company,
Mr. Wm. Sawyer, ex-M. L. A., and others, spent money aud time in trying to have a road
built from Cookshire through to the boundary line in Hereford. A few years before,
A. M. Shanley, civil engineer, attempted to survey a route, passing through Paquetteville.
He was not successful, and was obliged to give it up. At the time this was kept very
quiet, in order that the prospects for building the railway might not be injured, for the
promoters were meu who were determined to succeed. If the road could not go one way
they were determined some feasible route should be found; aud the excellent railway
that - connects Cookshire, Sawyerville, and other places in Compton county with all the
leadifg cities "in the United States, speaks louder than words as to the foresight of those men.

In 1837, by Act 50-51, Victoria, chap. g3, the “ Hereford Branch Railway ” was iucor
porated. The petitioners and provisional directors were: John MecIntosh, of Compton, merchant ;
W Sawyer, merchant; Cyrus A. Bailey, farmer; Rufus H. Pope, farmer; Alden Learned,
inn-keeper, all of Eaton; F. Paquette, of Hereford, merchant, and George Van Dyke, of
MecIndoe's Falls, N. H., lumbertuan. Mr. C. A. Bailey was appointed secretary-treasurer of the
Company. The line authorized to be coustructed is described in the Act as a railway to connect
the Atlantic and Northwest Railway, now Canadiau Pacific Railway, with the Boston, Concord
and Montreal Railway, or any extension thereof, or with any other railway extending from
some point in the United States northwards, and touching the boundary line of Canada on
the mnortherly boundary of either the States of New Hampshire or Vermont, at a point
within five miles from Hall’'s Stream. The capital stock of the Company was fixed at
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sop of cavalry., The following day Companies No. 6, 7 and 8 were ordered out, to report
«t Hereford. These men patrolled the whole line until October 3, when the excitement

. had so subsided that all danger was thought to be passed, and the men were ordered to

their homes. The report of the commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colouel F. M. Pope, to the
Adjutant General, giving full particulars of the work of the men under his charge, will be

~ found in full in the military history of the County. There is no doubt that by the timely

arrival of the volunteer militia, damage to property and perhaps loss of life, was avoided.
This whole expense, amounting to about $4,600, was paid by the Hereford Railway Company.

The Company at once re-hired as many of the men as they could, which was most of
them, and pushed the work forward to completion as rapidly as possible. It was a very
disagreeable fall and rained nearly every day, which added expense and retarded the work.
However, notwithstanding all these drawbacks, ou Javuary 6, 1889, the last rails were laid and
the line completed between Cookshire and the boundary line. Here they conuected with
the Upper Coos Railway, which also gave connection to all points in the Eastern States.

The first shipment of freight was made by the Cookshire Mill Company, of several
car-loads of lumber, on Jauuary 17, 1889. During the sumumer of 1889 thirteen miles of
railway were built, from Cookshire to Dudswell Juunction on the Quebec Central Railway,
and the spur to Linme Ridge, belonging to the Dominion Lime Company, also purchased and
the track put in good condition.

In the fall of 1889 the telegraph line was completed aud passenger trains commenced
ruuning  regular trips.  Until leased to the Maine Central Railway the Upper Coos
Railway ran their traius over the road and transacted the business for the Hereford
Railway Company.

On completion of the road a large sum was due in subsidies from the Quebec Provincial
Government. They, however, withheld the same and paid all claims presented agaiust the
estate of the absconding contractors, Messrs. Shiriey, Corbett and Bremnman. The result was
that a sum of $45,000 was deducted fromt the subsidies, as having been paid to the creditors.
The Company attempted to recover the amount from the Government, but the courts ruled
against them. Notwithstanding all these heavy losses the construction of the railway proved
to be a financial success. -

The road was leased to the Maine Central Railway, by lease executed in Canada on
the July 22, 1890, and in Portland on August 28, in the same year. The general terms
of the lease are that it is made for nine hundred and ninety-nine years. The lessee,
the Maine Central Railway, guarantees-the payment of four per cent. on the stock of
$800,000, also upon the bonds, amounting to $8c0,000. In other words, they pay an annual
rental of $64,500, the %500 beiug allowed for expenses of keeping up the corporation.

The officers of the Hereford Railway Company, at the present time, are as follows:
President, Hon. Frank Jones; secretary-treasurer, H. B. Brown, Q. C., Sherbrooke; directors,
Hon. W. B. Ives, Hou. I. W. Drew, C.A. Sinclair and George Vau Dyke.




