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jocation i completed, which we are offt-
ciafly advised should be within a fow

wanks.

W are officinily advised that no plans
Baye yat Dedn decidad 5n for & compre-
nensive lay-out of the terminal ysrds at
Port Mann, B.C. The Northern Construc.
Lun Co. s grading and iaying oul such
part of the yard as will be reguired in
the immadiate futurs. Meantime the rost
of the lay-out {s und sideraty

Raeeent press reports siated that the
CNFP. Ry had agguired a railway ran-
aing Detween New Westminster and
Hazelmers, which would give a through
fine to New Westminster via Port Mann,
We are advised, in this connection, that
the company is negotiating with the
Great Northern Ry. Yor acguiring ths
right of way of the otd New Westminater
Southern Ry. betwsen Port Mann and
Port Kells.

-

H. K. Wickstesd, Chisf Haginear of
Surveys for Mackenzie, Mann & Co, ar-
rived In Vanoouvsr, July 38, and speni
nearly thras waeks inspeciing the lines
wndeyr consiruvilon, and in golog over
pians for the company's extensive A
velopmant projects In the vicinity

Press reports state thal s contraet has
neen let to Rigby and Marsden, Van.
couver, for the building of eight steel
bridges on the line east of ¥ale B.LO

Vancoaver Isisnd.—Tanders sra undsr
ponsideration for building a further sec-
tinn of 40 milas of the lins on Vancouver
Isiand. The section extends from mile-
age 100, west of Cowichan Lake, fo the
Aiberin cunsl, and is styled Division D.
The work includes clearing, grubbiog
grading, fencing, and the building of
bridges, trestles, culverts and masonry.
¢ i to be compieted within a year from
the signing of the contract.

James J. Hill on the History of the Great Northern

Railway.

On retiving recently from ihe chair-
manship of the board, Great Northern
Ry, 4. 4. Hill issued a oireulsr to the
sharenholders, which contains a ot of in-
terssting matter about northwestern rail-
way devslopment. Following are ox-
tracis:

Nemrly 40 years age the thought of
a possibie railway snterprise in the north-
west began to cccupy my mind. Il was
born of experience in northwestern trans-
portation problems thal had occupied
most of my early business life, of faith in
the productive powers and mmtsrisl re-
sourcas of this part of the country, and
of raliroad conditions ai that time. The
taverish activity in securing raliway con~
sessions in land and cash that marked
the sixth decsde of the last century had
been followad by cellapse. Doomed a8
these snlerprises were Lo aitimats failurs
wy their lack of commercinl foundation
and Bnancial soundness, they were sud-
danly wreckedd by the panic of 1373
Aside from the Northern Pacific property,
the lnes in Minnesota most tmportant
and available if converted into rea] assets
for the devslopment of the northwest
wars the fragments of the old Bt Paul &
Pacific Co. Follpwing the panic of 1873
thess were in the hands of 8 racsiver.
The holders of their securities in Holland
ware more anxious to ragover what they
could from the wreck than to put mors
money into s completion and improve-
ments that must be made if the proper-
ties wars te continue to be operatad at
all, Thely value sy lo some axtant in
what was teft of a land grani which
would be valuabie as soon as the pountry
snould be opemed, but chiefly in the pos-
sibilities of traffic from the mittions ot
productive asres in the northwest to be
openad to mettiement by transportation
Yot so great seemed the task

gavded as vigionary in those days by maost
nolders of capital and most uen af
aftairs.

After long snd close study of the situa-

tion the stender beginning was e on
which we risked sur all Failurs would
Be hnmediate and final disaster ¥ a8

Lord Strathcona, and N. W. Kittson. We
nonght the defaulted bonds of thess pro-
pertiss from the Dulch nolders. The
agraement with the Duteh  sommities
was sxecuted March 13, 1878 and practi-
eally all outstanding indebledness was

. Tt sl e mortnges

mearty $38,000,008, aside {from floating
obiigations. These had to be purchased
at prives above those for which they had
pravicusly Dbeen offered in the open
market. The total capitalization and in-
debtedness st that time of the companies
taken over was approximately 344,000,000,

The propsriy secured consisted of com-
platad lines from St Paul via Bt Anthony
to Meirose, 104 miles, and from Minne-
apolls to Breckenridge, 207 miles; and of
two projected lines, one Irom Bauk
Rapids to Brainerd and one from Mel~

_ rome to the Red River at St. Vincesi on

tue international boundary Hne. Un these
taiter some ng had been done and
abont 75 miles of track had beén Iald.
There wers gaps between Melroge and
Harnesville, Crookston and St Vingent,
that must be Hiled gquickly. In them-~
selves, had it got been for the promise of
fhe foturs, these were scatiersd tracks in
a country just being settled, out of which
t5 construct a railway system and on
which to base the financing of their pur-
ehase and development., °

Wa advanced the monsy to build the
Red River Valley Rd,, 14 miles of traek
fram Crookston to Fisher's Landing, on
iha Red River, making a through route
by stsamboal from thal paint to Winni-
peg. While negotiations were pending
and alsc after they wers poncinded, but
hefors possession could bhe gecursd
through the foreclosure ot mortgages, an
{mmanse amount of work had o ba done.
The sxtension from Melrose to Barnes-
ville must be pushed, and was carried 33
miles, as far as Alexandris; and 30 miles
were buiit in the Red River Vailey o
reach ihe Canadian boundary. The
former ‘wad necessary ic save the land
grant, whose time Htmit, aiready extand-
ad, was about to axpirs, Tha lstler was
iy addition to connect with a rallway
projected by the Canadisn government -
fram Winnipeg south, A8 the properties
were stiih in ihe bands 6f % receivel, Ak
svder hed to be obtasined from the oouvi
for the completion of the work o Minne-
mota with funds furnished by us, Money
had to-be raised to bulld these Hnes and
to furnish equipment necessary for their
gparation.

In May, 1879, the St Panl, Minneapolis
& Manitoba Ry. Co. wss organized to taka
aver ail thess properties whoss Dhonds
nad been largely purchased, whose
stovics had heen secursd and whose assets
ware to be bought In ander forsclosure.
1t nad an asthorised psapital  siock of
$15,000,000, Hmited by ity charter 1o
$26,500,000, and mads two morignges of
PRI fhan Stanhen was made
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The lines of the new system iurned
over to our possession on June I3, 1879,
comprised 8§87 miles, of which 358 wars
completed and 102 under eonstructise,
Frows ihe beginning ibs business {oiflisg
the sxpectations »f its founders. The
annual report for 13830 showsd an in-
crenge in earning of 54% and land sales
amounting to $1,200,000, And now besan
the long task of bullding up the country.
Mo sconer was a mile of road finished
than the need of building sther miles he-
came apparent. Befors Minnesota had
filled up, the ide of immigration was
paswing even the famous Red River Valley
country and fHowing inte Dakota. By
1380 it had become necessary to add a
Hine down the Dakota side of the Red
River, to plan for many sxtensions snd
pranches, and two local companies,
buliding lines in western Minnesota, wers
purchased.

Onty a detailed history of the ralircad
Fould follow step by stap the progress of
track extension and the finaneial ar-
rangements by which capital was Ture
nished for these constant and asiways
growing demande from this time on. In
a brief review such as this, 1 can call
attention only to what may fairly be
pailed points of historie interest In the
growth of what s now the Greal North-
grn System. One of these was the provi-
sion of an sastern outlet by way of the
Great.Lakss. An interest was obtalned
in the 8t Paul & Duluth R4 in 1381
Thnis, with the buliding of the link from
gt. Cloud to Hinckley, gave the necessary
access to the Great Lakes, until the
organization of the Hastern Minnesciz in
1887 ms a substdiary compsany furnished
a permanent outlet and terminals. I was
made Vies President of ihs company
Nov, 1, 1881, and on Aug 21, 1332, suce
sesded to the Presidency, a position
whose duties [ was o discharge for =
quarter of,s century. J. 8 Kennedy, who
had joined our party after the OrgAnizRk
tion 1of the company, was eslected Vics
President. At no timse have I accepted
any salary for my services as Prasident
ar Chairman of ths Board of Directors,
since I have feit that I was sufliclenily
sompensated by the increase in the vajue
af the property In which my intersst has
always bsen large.

Business now grew more and mors
rapidly, the Northern Pacific was sbout
completed and the Canndian Paoific was
puilding toward the Coast. Ths 8L Paul
& Pacific Rd. was originally, 83 its nama
impiied, intendad 28 & transcontinental
fine. Tha route to be traversed was rich
in fertile soils and abundance of minsral
and forsst resources. Quite &s tmportant,
perhaps, was the fact that it admitted of
the construstion of a line with grades 30
tow and surves so’ moderiis as 1o maks
possibie gleaper overiand carrisge than
had ever been previously considered.
Montans was beginning a large devaiop-
mant of her own; while the active growth
of the North Pacific Coast, though only
in smbryo, could be foreseen. In 1387
the Hnes of the Manitoba were axtended
tn & connsction with the Montana Can~
tral, Phig intler compeny npd been in-
gorporated early in Jan., 1586 Realising
the importancs of scoupying & fleld in
Montana which was assential in tha
futurs transcontinestal lne, yainable in
itsell and one which othars wers alrendy
preparing to securs, wa had, with some
friends, organized the sompany under
the laws of Monlans. Work wss begun
at once, the surveys being made in the
coldest winter waather. Construction
was vushed, The track was completad to
Helons in 1887 and to Bulte hy the middis
af 1888, A dranch o Sand Coulee apened
wp the cosl mines of that reglon, fur-
nising fuel for use on Montana and
Dakota divisions of the line, and for the
DA DY of the mining inferests In




Aght of way of the old New Wastminater
Sputhern Ry. between Port Mann and
Port Kells.

DruIges, ITesiiny, UTWIrwsem sveem oo -
1% is to be completed within & year from
the signing of the coniract.

James ]. Hill on the Hi%tory of the Great Northern

On retiring recently from the <chair
manship of the board, Greal Northern
Ry, J. 4. Hill issued s cireuizr to the
sharsholders, which contains a lot of in-
teresting maiter aboul norihwestern rall-
way development Foilowing 8re x-
traotsl

Nearly 40 yesars agv the thought of
a possible rallway enterprise in the north-
west pegan to ocoupy my mind, I was
born of experisnce in northwestern trans-
portation problems ihat nad occupled
most of my sarly business iife, aof faith in
the productive poawsrs and material re-
sources of this part of the eountry, and
of rallroad conditions at thal tme. The
teverish activity in securing rallway con-
cessions in land mnd cash thal marked
the sixth decads of the last century had
heen foilowed by collapse. Doomed a8
these enterprises were to ultimate faliure
by their lack of commercial foundation
and fnancial soundness, they were sud-
denly wrecked Dy the panic of 187%
Aside from the Northern Pacific property,
ihe lnes in Miunesota maost important
and availabis if converted inio real assets
for the davelopment of the northwest
ware the fragments of the old 8. Paul &
Pacific Co, Following the panic of 1873
thase wers In the hands of a receiver.
Ths holders of thelr securities in Holland
wera mors anxious fo recover what they
cpuld from the wreck than io put mors
monsy into s completion and improve-
ments that must be made if the proper-
ties wers to continue to be operated at
ail, Their value lay o some extent in
what was left of a land graot which
wanld be valuable as soun a8 the country
snould be opened, but chisfly in the pos-
sibilities of fraffic from the mililons of
produotive seres in the northwest to be
opened i settlement by transportation
facilities. Yot so greai seemed the task
and,so uncertain the reward, in the gen-
eral opinion that any plan of acguiring
and eeorganiving the property wWae 1.
garded we visionaly o tiose 4ays DY mMost
nolders of capital and most men of
affairs.

After long and close study of the situa-

tion the slender beginning was e on
which we risksd sur ail. Failura would
he lmmedinte and Gnal dlsaster My sz

sociftes wers (ieo, Btephen, Bow Lord
Mount Stephen, Deonald A Smith, now
Lovrd Strathcona, sud N, W, Kitlson. We
nought the defanited bonds of thase pro-
pertisg from the Duleh nolders. The
agrsement with the Duteh commities
wag sxecoted March 13, 1878, and practi-
cally all cutstanding indebtedness was
subsequantly secured. The morigages
ware sfterwards forveciosed and the pro-
perty was bought in For those days it
undar-
e wtock of theme sompanies
sggregated 8,500,000, and their ponded
indebtedusss with past due interest

way.

wexrly 333,000,000, aside from floating
obilgations. These had 1o be purchased
at prives above those for which they had
previously besn offered In the open
market. The total capitalization and in-
debtadness at that time of the companies
taken over was approximately 344,000,000,

"he property secured consisted of com-
pleted Hmes from St Paul via 8t Anthony
to Mairose, 104 miltes, and from Minne-
apolis to Breckenridge, 207 miles; snd of
two projected lines, onse from Sauk
Rapids to Brainerd and one from Mel-

_ rose to the Red River at St. Vincani on

the International boundary lane. Un these
latter some grading had besn done and
about 75 miles of track had bedn Iaid.
Thers were gaps hetwesn Mairose and
Barnesville, Crookston and St Vinoent,
that must be filled guickly. In them-
seives, had it not been for the promise of
the futurs, thase were seattersd tracks in
a country just being seiiled, out of which
to comstruct a railway system and on
which to base the finuncing of thelr pur-
chase and development.

We advanced the money o bulld the
Red River Valley Rd., 14 miles of frack
trom Crookston to Fisher's Landing, on
the Red River, making a through routs
by steambost from that point to Winni-
peg. While negotiations wers pending
and also after they wers econciuded, but
befurs possession could be secursd
through the foreciosure of mortgnges, an
fyamense amount of work had to ba done.
The extension from Melross 1o Barnes
ville must be pushed, and was carried 38
miles, as far as Alexandria; and 30 miles
were bullt in the Red River Valley to
repch the Canadian boundary., Tha
farmer was necsssuxy io save the land
grant, whose tima Hmit, already exiend-
sd, was about to expirs. The lalier was
in addition to zonnsct with a rallway
projected by the Canadian government -
Fenry Winnipeg seuth. As the properties
were siill In the hends af = recelver, ap
srder hod to be obtained from the couri
for the complstion of the work in Minne-
sotn with funds furnished by us. Monesy
had to be raised to bulld these Hnes and
to Parnish equipment necessasy for their
pperation.

In May, 1373, the St Paul, Minneapolis
& Manitoba Ry. Co. was srganized to takey
over ail these proparties, whose bonds
had been largely purchased, whose
stocks nad been secured and whose assets
wers to be bought in under forsciosurs.
1t had an authorized oapital stock of
$15,000,000, Hmited by its gharter to
$20,000,000, and muade fwo morigages of
$%,000,000 sach. Geo Stephen was mads
Apst Presidant of ihe sompany, R. B.
Anguas, Vies President, and I was shosen
Ganeral Manager. Tuis placed apon me
the practivsl conduct of the enierprise
fram ite tormal fnception.

buildiog lnes In wesiern Minnesows, wuers
purchased.

Oniy a detailed history of the raliroad
eonid follow step by step the progress of
track extenston and the #Anancial are
rangsments by which capital was fur-
nished for these constant and always
growing demands from ihis time on. In
a heisf review such as ifls, I can eall
attention only to whal may fairly be
called points of historic intersst in the
growih of what is now the Grsal North-
ern System. One of these was the provi-
sion of an sastern outlet by way.of the
Great. Lakes An intersst was obiained
n the 8t Paul & Duluth R4, In 183L
This, with the building of the fink from
8t. Cloud to Hinckisy, gave the necessary
access to the OGreat ILakes, uniil the
srganization of the Bastern Minnesota in
1837 as a subsidiary company furnished
& permanent sutlet and terminals. I was
made Vies President of ths company
Nov, 1, 1881, and on Aug. 21, 1833, suo-
spsded o the Fresidency, a position
whose duties 1 was to discharge for a
quarter of,a century. J. 8. Kennady, whe
nad ioined our pariy aflsr the arganisa.
tfom of the company, was slected Vics
Pregident. At no time have I accepled
any salary for my services as President
or Chairman of the Board of Dirsctors,
gince I have felt that I was sufMiciantly
compensated by the incraass in the valus
of the property in which my intersst has
always Deen large.

Business now graw more and more
rapidly, the Northern Pacific was about
completed and the Canadian Pacific was
building toward the Coast. The 8t Paul
& Pacific Rd. was originally, as its name
imptied, infended as & transcontinental
fine. The routs to be traversed was righ
in fartile soils and abundance of minsral
and forest resources. Quile as fmportant,
perhaps, was the fact that it admitted of
the construction of a line wilh grades 8o
low and cuvves $o° moderuis as to maks
possibie cheaper overiand carringe than
had ever Dbsen previcusly considerad.
Montans was beginning s arge devslop-
ment of Ber own; while the active growth
of the North Pacific Coast, though only
in embryo, counld be foreseen. In 1887
the lines of tha Manitoba were extended
to & connection with the Montapa Can-
4 5

S e 3o mormoany nad hoen in-
Prye A ny o ger in

corporated early in Ian., 1888, Reslzing
the imporissce of aocupying a fieid in
Montana which was essential to the
future transconiinsntal line, valuablis in
itmelf and one which others wers airendy
preparing 1o securs, We nad, with some
friends, organized the company under
the laws of Monians. Waork was bagun
at oncs, the surveys belng made in the
coldest winter weather. Construetion
was od. ‘The frack was somplsted in
tyelona in 1887 and o Butte by the middle
of 1388, A branch to dand Coules npenad
ap the coal mines of that regiom, Iur-
nishing fusl for use on Montans and
Dakota divisions of the Hne, and for the
dsvelopment ot the mining interests in
Montana which pad been obliged up o
ihat time to bring in their coal from
wyoming. The work of extending the
Manitobe line 1o sonnect with.the Mon~

ot W12
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