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The Joggins Railway
The Joggins / Maritime Railway 1887 -1961

Maritime (Joggins) Railway
(1887 - 1961)

The Maritime Railway was a 12 mile steam powered line which operated in Nova Scotia from 1887 until 1961.
The line ran between the coal mines in Joggins and the |.R.C mainline at Maccan. The line began operation as
the Joggins Railway, being incorporated in 1883, and opened for operation on November 3,1887.

With the completion of the Intercolonial Railway of Canada through Nova Scotia in 1872 the major coal
producing areas of Nova Scotia had an avenue opened for them to ship their product to markets in other parts
of Canada. The Pictou coal fields were already served by rail and the Springhill mines were beginning to out
produce the mines of Joggins, due in part to the completion of the Spring Hill and Parrsboro Railway. If the
Joggins mines were to become more productive a railway would have to be constructed to connect with the
I.R.C. It would take another decade before funding would be be put into place to begin construction of the
railway.

Construction of the line posed few engineering obstacles, the only ones being the two bridges and trestles that
had to be constructed. These bridges were needed to cross the River Hebert, and Maccan River, both of which
were flooded twice daily with up to 30 feet of water from the Bay of Fundy tides. The Maccan bridge consisted
of two spans of 125 feet each and the River Hebert crossing was a single 150 foot span. Both bridges were
Howe truss style. There were also two trestles constructed, the first being the 180 foot Lawrence Mine trestle
at Maccan and the other being the 300 foot long Little River trestle at the Hillcrest between Joggins and River
Hebert. Despite these obstacles the line opened on time with all structures completed including the stations, and
freight sheds at Joggins and River Hebert, and the engine facilities at Joggins.

Less than two years after it opened the Joggins Railway Co. and the Joggins Coal Co. amalgamated to form
the Joggins Coal and Railway Co. The mines and railway would remain under joint ownership for the remainder
of their existence, although under different corporate names. At this time the tracks at Joggins were extended
approximately one mile to a new terminus and engine shed located on lower Main St.

In 1892 the mines and railway were sold to the Canada Coal and Railway Co., although the railway remained
known as the Joggins Railway. The Canada Coal and Railway Co. sold to American interests in 1904 and the
name of the new company became the Canada Coals & Railroad Company. The major difference being the term
Railroad in place of Railway to reflect the US influence in the line. In 1907 the line changed hands for the last
time when it was sold to the Patrick and David Mitchell owners of the Maritime Coal Railway and Power
Company of Chignecto. The line became known as the Maritime Railway. Under this merger one company could
now produce, transport and use the coal from the mines of Joggins as the MCR&P Co. also owned and
operated an electric generating plant at Chignecto. In 1931 the company built a new generating plant at Maccan
and abandoned the Chignecto plant and five mile rail line to Chignecto in 1934.

The railway at one time boasted of having about 25 miles of track which included the original 12 miles of the
Joggins line along with the five miles into Chignecto and the five mile Minudie branch they acquired from the
Minudie Coal and Railway Co. At one time there was also a one mile spur up the east bank of the River Hebert
to Young's Mill and a gravel pit which was also owned by the company as well as a one and a half mile spur into
the Maple Leaf mines between Joggins and River Hebert.

The MCR&P Co. continued to operate the line until September 23 ,1961 when it ceased operations for good.
Two of the company's last three locomotives were sold for scrap and # 5 a ten wheeler was sold fo the
Canadian Railway Museum at Delson, Quebec where it

remains to this day.

Locomotives of the Joggins Railway |




No. Type Disposition
1 4-4-0 17X24 cylinders 60"drivers Scrapped prior to 1923
2 4-4-0 16X24 cylinders 66"drivers Destroyed in collision at Maccan 1904
70 4-4-0 16X24 cylinders 66"drivers Wrecked on snow plow train at Hardscrabble Hill 1908
4(1st) 2-6-0 18X24 cylinders 54"drivers Scrapped 1918
4(2nd) 4-4-0 Scrapped 1920
4(3rd) 4-6-0 18X24 cylinders 57"drivers Scrapped 1930
5(1st) 2-8-0 Scrapped 1914
5(2nd) 4-6-0 18X24 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Canadian Railway Museum Delson,Quebec
6 2-8-0 20X24 cylinders 40"drivers Fell into Maccan River 1919 Scrapped 1952
8 2-8-0 20X24 cylinders 50"drivers Scrapped August 1940
9 2-6-0 19X26 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Scrapped 1961
10 2-6-0 19X26 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Scrapped 1961
. Elev. .
Distance above Distance
from Maritime Coal, Railway from
mean
Maccan & Power Co. Maccan
X sea level
miles km
feet
0.00 31 Maccan 0.00
switch at junction with ICR
0.34 34 Maccan River bridge ‘ 0.55
rail 6 feet 2m above high tide
3.20 216 Summit 5.15
7.00 27 Bridge over River Hebert, 11.26
rail 9 feet above high tide
7.15 29 River Hebert station 11.50
10.20 191 Summit 16.41
11.60 58 Joggins station 18.66
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Locomotives owned by the Joggins Railway

Locomotive # 2, 1888

Locomotive # 6, 1930




Rolling Stock

Locomotive #5, 1950 (2nd)

Locomotive # 9, 1960

Locomotive # 10, 1960
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The Joggins Railway
The Joggins / Maritime Railway 1887 -1961

Maritime (Joggins) Railway
(1887 - 1961)

The Maritime Railway was a 12 mile steam powered line which operated in Nova Scotia from 1887 until 1961.
The line ran between the coal mines in Joggins and the I.R.C mainline at Maccan. The line began operation as
the Joggins Railway, being incorporated in 1883, and opened for operation on November 3,1887.

With the completion of the Intercolonial Railway of Canada through Nova Scotia in 1872 the major coal
producing areas of Nova Scotia had an avenue opened for them to ship their product to markets in other parts
of Canada. The Pictou coal fields were already served by rail and the Springhill mines were beginning to out
produce the mines of Joggins, due in part to the completion of the Spring Hill and Parrsboro Railway. If the
Joggins mines were to become more productive a railway would have to be constructed to connect with the
I.R.C. It would take another decade before funding would be be put into place to begin construction of the
railway.

Construction of the line posed few engineering obstacles, the only ones being the two bridges and trestles that
had to be constructed. These bridges were needed to cross the River Hebert, and Maccan River, both of which
were flooded twice daily with up to 30 feet of water from the Bay of Fundy tides. The Maccan bridge consisted
of two spans of 125 feet each and the River Hebert crossing was a single 150 foot span. Both bridges were
Howe truss style. There were also two trestles constructed, the first being the 180 foot Lawrence Mine trestle
at Maccan and the other being the 300 foot long Little River trestle at the Hillcrest between Joggins and River
Hebert. Despite these obstacles the line opened on time with all structures completed including the stations, and
freight sheds at Joggins and River Hebert, and the engine facilities at Joggins.

Less than two years after it opened the Joggins Railway Co. and the Joggins Coal Co. amalgamated to form
the Joggins Coal and Railway Co. The mines and railway would remain under joint ownership for the remainder
of their existence, although under different corporate names. At this time the tracks at Joggins were extended
approximately one mile to a new terminus and engine shed located on lower Main St.

In 1892 the mines and railway were sold to the Canada Coal and Railway Co., although the railway remained
known as the Joggins Railway. The Canada Coal and Railway Co. sold to American interests in 1904 and the
name of the new company became the Canada Coals & Railroad Company. The major difference being the term
Railroad in place of Railway to reflect the US influence in the line. In 1907 the line changed hands for the last
time when it was sold to the Patrick and David Mitchell owners of the Maritime Coal Railway and Power
Company of Chignecto. The line became known as the Maritime Railway. Under this merger one company could
now produce, transport and use the coal from the mines of Joggins as the MCR&P Co. also owned and
operated an electric generating plant at Chignecto. in 1931 the company built a new generating plant at Maccan
and abandoned the Chignecto plant and five mile rail line to Chignecto in 1934.

The railway at one time boasted of having about 25 miles of track which included the original 12 miles of the
Joggins line along with the five miles into Chignecto and the five mile Minudie branch they acquired from the
Minudie Coal and Railway Co. At one time there was also a one mile spur up the east bank of the River Hebert
to Young's Mill and a gravel pit which was also owned by the company as well as a one and a half mile spur into
the Maple Leaf mines between Joggins and River Hebert.

The MCR&P Co. continued to operate the line until September 23 ,1961 when it ceased operations for good.
Two of the company's last three locomotives were sold for scrap and # 5 a ten wheeler was sold to the
Canadian Railway Museum at Delson, Quebec where it

remains to this day.

Locomotives of the Joggins Railway




No. Type Disposition
1 4-4-0 17X24 cylinders 60"drivers Scrapped prior to 1923
2 4-4-0 16X24 cylinders 66"drivers Destroyed in coliision at Maccan 1904
70 4-4-0 16X24 cylinders 66"drivers Wrecked on snow plow train at Hardscrabble Hill 1908
4(1st) 2-6-0 18X24 cylinders 54"drivers " Scrapped 1918
4(2nd) 4-4-0 Scrapped 1920
4(3rd) 4-6-0 18X24 cylinders 57"drivers Scrapped 1930
5(1st) 2-8-0 Scrapped 1914
5(2nd) 4-6-0 18X24 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Canadian Railway Museum Delson,Quebec
6 2-8-0 20X24 cylinders 40"drivers Fellinto Maccan River 1919 Scrapped 1952
8 2-8-0 20X24 cylinders 50"drivers Scrapped August 1940
9 2-6-0 19X26 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Scrapped 1961
10 2-6-0 19X26 cylinders 50"drivers Retired 1961 Scrapped 1961
. Elev. .
Distance above Distance
from Maritime Coal, Railway from
mean .
Maccan & Power Co. Maccan
. sea level
miles km
feet
0.00 31 Maccan 0.00
switch at junction with ICR
0.34 34 Maccan River bridge 0.55
rail 6 feet 2m above high tide
3.20 216 Summit 5.15
7.00 27 Bridge over River Hebert, 11.26
rail 9 feet above high tide
7.15 29 River Hebert station 11.50
10.20 191 Summit 16.41
11.60 58 Joggins station 18.66
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Locomotives
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¥White Pass nnd Yuken Ry, —Unconfirmed
reports from White Horse and Vancouver
state that the Cuggenheim symdicate, wiich
hus large investments in the ¥ ukon Territory,
has secured the control of this Lipe.

Winntpeg and Hudson Bay By~ | he Pro-
wineial Treasurer of Manitobe laid before the

Natcp )?07
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onr the C.P.R. Crowsnest Pass Branch 10
the coal mine at Beaver Creek, Alta., in
1912, (Oet., 1912, pg. 501.)

The Maritime Ry. Power and Coal Co.
proposes to open & new colliery near
Macecan, N.S., and it is reported will build
some adchtmnal lines and sidings in con-
nection therewath (Sept. 1910, pg. 727.)
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ONE ENGINE DISABLED
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MEETNG 0F THE

Officers of the Bay State Fishing Con
Pany. a Maine corporation comprivit
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f One of the airship's engines bas com-

pletely broken down.

The zbove report indicates that the
bas covered approximmtely 1600
neiles of ber journey to Scotland. Since
the last report giving the location of the
R-34 the speed of the dirigibie bas siacken-
ed to about 43 miles an hour, due probabiy
W the hroken down engime.

The airship’s course as given in the 2 30
®'clock Greenwich thme report. is about
twenty miles north of that given in the
previous meszage.
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MONCTON M.B. July 11—The
train on the Maritimee Coal and Raii-
way Pewer Company’s Hne which
rums between Joggins Mines and Mac-
can  wemt through the Maccan
river buidge this eveming.

- Vi By a miracle no lives were lost.
. : - Y “Alteka | The passsager car was full of people
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SAINT JOHN GLORFE:

SATURDAY.  jUILY

better Bread,
t0.”
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Moore’s Tonic

Is the best to use in the Spring.
It will restore the strength and
vigor y6u have lost after an attack
of grip and influenza,

8old only at

Moore’s Drug Store

NEW BOOKS
GREEN VALLEY-'By Katharine Rey-
Bolds. Price $1.50 ‘
THE BLACK OPAL—By Maxwell Gray,
Price $1.50
A W GRAY & w. @ RICHEY,
0 Kiag Street.

[SALMON

Mackerel, Shad, » Hallbut, Cod,
Haddock, Gaspereav, Finan ‘Had-
dies, Kippers. '

TWO LIVES LOSTIN
RAILWAY ACCIDENT

Bridge Collapses on Line in

Cumberland Co.. N. S.

QUEBEC. July 1: - By the deraii-
ment of the easthound Maritime Ex-
press on the (. N. R. line to-day at § 43
pP. m. west of Ja Durantave Belle
chasse. two men were killed and one
was alightly injured. The victims are
Killed—Driver J. H. Peiletier and
Fireman .I. A. Leelere, both of Riviere
du  Loup. Injured--Mail Conductor
Oscar Belanger, Quebec.

The locomotive and tender were the
first to derail and tumbled into the
ditch, while the seven cars which fol-
lowed were aleo derailed and piled up
on the locomotive. Fire broke out
amongst the wreckage and the bodies
of the driver and fireman were burnped
in the biaze.

The cars which wepe deralled. anart
from the locomotive, were the hag-
gage, the expriss. and the mail cars
and one first class car

The cause of the wreck has not yet
been aseertained.

AMHERST, N, S, July 11.—A serious
accident occurred to-night on  the
Maritime (‘oat Railway and FPower
Company's line, which operates  be-
tween Maccan and the town of Joggine
| Mines, when a mixed special train of
about eleven care of coal and one pas-
senger car full of passengers for Mac-
can and points on the Canadian Na-
tional Railwavs, was passing over a
bridge at Maccan. The east 6pan, a
wood structure, collapsed, and the en-
gine and severa! cars fell to the muddy
river below. about thirty-five feet, The
tide was very low and the engine was
nearing the Maccan shore. The pas-
senger car, with two or three freight
cars, remained on the track on the
west shore. The crew on the locomo-
tive jumped, only receiving slight in-
Juriee abour the legs and arms.

For Violation of Prohibition
Law—Preparing for Ex-
hibition—Personal.

WOODSTOCK, July 10.—Ben Con-
don, one of the most notorious offend-
ers against the prohibition act, who
operates on the houndary line near
Grand Falls, was arrested last Sunday
by Constable Allan McLaughlin and
Inepector R. W. Demmings, tried by
the local magistrate, and {8 now in An-
dover jail for one year, convicted for
selling, making and keeping for sale

——

liquor as a beverasge.-
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Stores Opem 830 a.m.. Close 6 pm —Fridays 10 p m, Saturdas

- Summertn
Of Shee

An ensemble of Blouses
desired  The latest arnw:
every whim ot fashion a
York and Pars models

Blouses of Georgette
Novelty Crepes. Washabl(
dressy and tailored styl
sleeves, round and V neck
embroidery. artful piping

E

GEOS: ™ cnwdt BL
" CREPE.-DE-CHENE 01

WASHABLE JAP-BLEUS)

NOVELTY JAP BLOUSES

WHITE VOILE BLOUSES

Tt will be a pleasure to
attractive Blouses—a co
daintiness and beauty.

Special value in

LADIES' Fli

. SKI

Made of good

ground with col

signs of Blue, ]

with. 10 inch

tucks. A me

' Petticoat for an:
i only $2.00,

Thoroughly constructed so that the ool
the heat out. thus they require less ice,
Have a circulation of pure dry air--thu
kept clean. dry and sweet,

All parts are removable, which ensure
with very little work, :

We carry a good variety of GALVANIZE
the artiole for the country home,

l ‘
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