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STAYNER AND ITS STATION 
1 2 5 Y e a r s of s e r v i c e Peter F. Oehm 

On or about May 15th. 1854, the Ontario, 
Simcoe and Huron Railway was finished to 
Nottawasaga Station, now called Stayner. 
Thus, began major settlement of northwest 
Simcoe County, 125 years ago. At that time 
Simcoe County was only eleven years old. 

By December 14th. 1854, the Ontario (Oats), 
Simcoe (Straw) and Huron (Hay) Railway 
reached i t s terminus of Hens and Chickens 
Harbour, now Collingivood. This l i n e then 
connected Toronto and Colling'/ood. Its 
main function was to act as a portage 
system or short cut between Lake Ontario 
and Georgian Bay to transport people and 
goods destined for western Canada (via 
Port Arthur) and the western United States 
(via Chicago). 

However, i n the process, the railway opened 
up the vast a g r i c u l t u r a l and lumbering pot­
e n t i a l of Simcoe County. Stayner i n this 
context became an important service centre 
for these two major a c t i v i t i e s . 

Settlement at Stayner coincided with the 
a r r i v a l of the railway i n 1854. Construction 
of the l i n e had begun i n Toronto i n the 
Autumn of 1851; rather swift progress, con­
sidering the teclinology of the day. 

Roderick McDonell, a land speculator, acqui­
red a large portion of the townsite from 
the Crown early i n 1836. It was sold to 
various people over the next few years, but 
not u n t i l 1854 and the approach of the 
Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railway, did 
settlement commence. Edward Shortiss pur­
chased 150 acres i n Lot 25, Concession 2, 
Nottawasaga Toivnship, on February 15th. 
1854. On May 31st. 1854, a group headed 
by Jolm Alexander Macdonald of Kingston 
(l a t e r , Canada's f i r s t Prime Mi n i s t e r ) , 
purchased the adjoining Lot 24 for $990.00. 

Andrew Coleman, a sub-contractor for the 
railway, was the f i r s t permanent white 
s e t t l e r i n what was then knoim as Notta­
wasaga Station. He opened up a boarding 
house, the f i r s t of a number of hotels, 
that he operated i n the v i l l a g e over the 
succeeding years. 

In 1855, the v i l l a g e was named Stayner, 
after Thomas Al l a n Stayner of Toronto, 
who had oivned land i n the area (Concess­
ion 3, Lot 25 ) since 1839. Thomas 
Stayner was also deputy Postmaster 
General between 1827 and 1851. 

The Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railway, l i k e 
most early railway Companies, changed names 
and ownerships r e g u l a r i l y . In 1858, the 
nicknamed "Oats, Straw and Hay Railway", 
became known as the Northern Railivay of 
Canada. It was l a t e r amalgamated with the 
nearby Hamilton and Northwestern Railway 
to become the Northern and Northwestern 
Railway. In 1888 i t was bought out by the 
Grand Trunk Railway. In 1922 the G.T.R. was 
expropriated by the Dominion Government to 
become part of the newly formed Canadian 
National Railways. 

A study of passenger t r a i n tickets i s one 
indication of the interrelationships Stayner 
had with many other points. I was fortunate 
to recieve a c o l l e c t i o n of tickets issued at 
Stayner i n 1935 from David Ariss of the 
Stayner Famers Co-operative. It i s quite 
interesting to note that the passenger t r a i n 
took Staynerites to so many important and 
fun a c t i v i t i e s : 

Afternoon passenger train #56 southbound at Me: 
ford Ontario,July 1953,powered by P a c i f i c type 
5041.(Paterson-George Collection) 

- the dentist's chair i n Collingivood 
(not so much fun) 

- a v i s i t to the Broms i n Duntroon 
- a s k i outing at C r a i g l e i t h 
- the farmer's market i n Kitchener 
- a symphony i n Toronto's Massey Hal l 
- a trans-Atlantic steamship i n New York City 

or Montreal 
- t\io World Wars 
- one of the seven wonders of the world -

Niagara F a l l s 
- a weekend v i s i t to your parents home 

My mother, for example, on many Friday 
afternoons l e f t Stayner at 4:30pm aboard 
t r a i n #56. After a long f i f t e e n minute coffee 
break i n Allendale, she'd travel on by t r a i n 
#68, which arrived i n Neimarket at 6:30pm 
From Nemarket she would take the York Radial 
Railway, an interurban e l e c t r i c l i n e which 
connected Toronto and Neivmarket to Sutton. 
It got mother home to Sutton West before 
8:00pm. 

It's hard to believe i n 1979, but passenger 
trains were the li f e - b l o o d to Stayner tr a v e l ­
lers for 106 years, even i f only for an over­
night v i s i t to Duntroon or Creemore (loc­
ated on the Beaton to Collingwood l i n e ) . 
During many of those years Stayner was serv­
ed well by three passenger trains i n each 
direction, with connections at Collingwood 
and at Allandale for Toronto, Hamilton and 
North Bay (see timetables i n effect June 26, 
1910). 

Using the 1935 ti c k e t sample. Map A i l l u s t ­
rates the l o c a l points to which Staynerites 
travelled. Other longer distance destinations 
included New York C i t y , Kirkland Lake, 
Detroit and Chicago. 

At this time r a i l passenger travel was aggre­
ssively marketed. There was a vast assortment 
of special r a i l travel packages available 
from a small town l i k e Stayner: 

- clergy rates 
- commercial trav e l l e r s fares 
- f i r s t class tickets 
- special excursion fares with a three day 

return l i m i t 
- child's half fares 
- regular fares ( the regular fare one-way 

to Toronto was $2.45, whereas the excur­
sion rate was $1.60) 

- weekend fares (504 return to Collingwood) 
- teacher' return fares ($2.25 from Stayner 

to Newmarket) 

As 1979 i s the 125th. Anniversary of the CN 
l i n e from Toronto to CollingiTOod, a sample 
of passenger tickets of various types are 
i l l u s t r a t e d . Sample tickets are also 
included for points west of Collingwood. 

As well as the three regular trains d a i l y , 
there were a l l kinds of passenger specials; 

- to a B i l l y Graham meeting at the Toronto 
CNF grounds (steam engines 5033 and 5041 
double-headed this 14 coach special) 
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- to a hockey game i n Stayner (engineer 
Pat Corrigan remembers a double-headed 
12 coach special ran to a play-off 
game between A l l i s t o n and Stayner) 

- to C r a i g l e i t h , s k i trains chartered by the 
Toronto Ski Club travelled through Stayner 

- to an Orange parade i n A l l i s t o n 
- to o f f i c i a l l y open i n d u s t r i a l plants (for 

example. National Starch i r Collingwood) 
- to celebrate Centennials (Town of Stayner 

i n 1972, a 16 coach excursion operated by 
U.C.R.S.) 

- to christen the Ontario Government ferry 
Chi Cheemaun i n 1974 at Colling\70od ship­
yards . 

- to celebrate l o c a l events ( Meaford Apple 
Festival i n 1974 and 197S and the 1974 
Thombury River Rat Race) 

Engine power through Stayner varied greatly. 
The passenger trains usually consisted of 
a mail car, a baggage car and two coaches, 
so that the Meaford Subdivision was a haven 
for the large Pacifies (photos A and B). 
Engines 5041 and 5033 probably logged the 
most mileage between Allendale and Meaford. 

In the 1950's the passenger trains betw'een 
Hamilton and Meaford (#55 and #56) often 
used such doodle-bug equipment as D-1 
pictured at Allendale i n 1955 (photo C). 
The doodle-bugs had a combined power/baggage 
unit, a mail car and a t r a i l e r coach. These 
were the forerunners of the modem R a i l 
Diesel Cars. On many days the doodle-bug had 
a spare engine i n front from Allendale to 
Collingwood (see photo C). The engine was 
cut o f f at CollingiTOod and used to double-
head a grain t r a i n to Allendale later i n the 
day. 

Large grain trains thundered through Stayner 
almost daily. CNR steam engines of the 2600 
(classes N-4-a to f 2-8-0's) and 3400 (class 
S - l - f 2-8-2's) series were most often used. 
Double-headers were the order of the day 
p u l l i n g betvfeen 40 and 75 loaded box cars. 
Frequently these heavy grain trains from 
Collingwood to the east stopped i n Stayner 
to top up t h e i r water tanks and so muddying 
the town's drinking water system. 

.As well as the grain trains between Allandale 
and Collingwiood, at one time two way-freights 
travelled the route daily. One way-freight, 
which switched the Stayner yard did the l o c a l 
freight work between .Allandale and Colling­
wood including Camp Borden. A second way-

ABOVE://56 southbound in Sunnldale ToOTshlp between Stayner and New Lowell. (Harold F.Culham) 
MIDDLE:On October 29,1955,Engine 1350 double headed with doodle bug D-1 at Allandale (Barrie). 
D-1 provided the regular daytime passenger train service bemeen Hamilton-Allandale-Meaford. 
1350 w i l l operate back from Collingwood to Allandale in the afternoon double-heading on a 
gram train.(Robert J. Sandusky)BOTTOM:1322 reclines In Collingwood waiting to double-head a 
southbound grain train later in the day.4 Feb.1954 (Paterson-George Collection) 
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freight did the switching between Colling­
wood and Meaford and would pick up cars of 
cat t l e at points along the Beaton Subdivis­
ion as far south as Duntroon, when reuired. 
Engine classes as pictured at Collingwood 
i n 1952 (photo D), powered the way-freights. 
They could p u l l a .good load at a slow speed. 
Since d i e s e l i z a t i o n i n the early 1960's, 
GP-9's and RS-18's have been the regular 
b i l l of fare.(see photo E) 

Harold F. Culham of Stayner has provided me 
with a photo of the l a s t regular passenger 
t r a i n through Stayner (see photo E). Several 
photos also show specials which ran through 
the town i n the 1970's: 

- the 1972 Stayner Centennial t r a i n (photo F) 
- the 1974 Ontario Government - Ontario North­
land t r a i n to christen the ferry Chi-Chee-
maun i n Collingivood (photo G) 

Photo H shows Stayner station as i t appeared 
i n the late 1960's. 

R a i l service i n 1979 i s of only minimal imp­
ortance to Stayner. The service i s now con­
fined to a iray-freight i n each direction, 
Monday to Friday, with the odd snow-plow 
throw i n on Saturday or Sunday. However i t 
w i l l be interesting to see what the next 125 
years brings with the s p i r a l l i n g gasoline 
prices. 

If Jean Trotter, her Committee, the Stayner 
Council, the Farmers Co-operative, the Upper 
Canada Railway Society and the Ontario Gov­
ernment are a l l successful i n their e f f o r t s , 
the Stayner station should be around and 
available for whatever use the future holds 
for i t . It's a fine h i s t o r i c building, well 
worth preserving, i n Stayners 125th. anniv­
ersary year. After a l l , Stayner owes i t s 
ver>' existance to the building of the 
Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railway i n 1854. 

LEFT TOP:The l a s t scheduled northbound passenger 
train #61 with engine 1321 s i t s in Stayner on a 
hot sunny 2 July 1960.(Harold F.Culham)LEFT Middle: 
15 June 1974,Premier William G. Davis arrives in a 
soggy Stayner to o f f i c i a l l y open the Stayner Senior 
Citizen's Home.(Harold E. Culham)BELOW LEFT:The 
architecturally pleasing station at Stayner as i t 
appeared in the late 1960's(HFC)BELOW RIGHT:On 14 
October 1972,the Stayner Centennial Train does a 
runpast at Stayner Station.The trip was sponsored 
by the U.C.R.S. (R. McMann) 
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Passenger T r a i n S e r v i c e i n E f f e c t from June 2o, 1 9 1 0 
Toronto and N o r t h Bey 

STATIONS wLt9 +61 +69 +63 • +69 +67 -r-k? 
HORTHBOUHD Husk. M a i l E xpress Musk. M a i l A M a i l G obolt 

Expres F E x p r e s s Exp. S p e c i - 1 
A. M. A.M. A.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. 

Toronto 2 05 8 05 11 9 0 12 05 1 30 5 85 3 30 
N'th P n r k d e l e 2 15 8 1 9 1 2 0 1 1 2 15 1 80 9 95 8 80 
Davenport .... 8 22 

1 2 15 
6 02 

8 80 

Downsview .... 8 2 P .... 6 08 
Concord • • • • 8 kO .... 6 20 
Kaple .... 8 50 .... 6 3 0 
K i n g • * > > 9 00 .... 6 8.0 
Aurora .... 9 1 8 2 37 6 9 6 9 86 
Hewmarket • • * . c 23 2 87 7 05 9 56 
H o l l a n d Landg. • • • • 9 3 1 7 11 
B r a d f o r d • • • * Q ); 0 3*08 7 1 8 1 0 11 
G i l f o r d * • . • 9 93 .... 7 32 
L e f r o y .... 1 0 00 j ' i s 7 80 
G r a l g v a l e • • • . 10 11 • . • • 7 9 1 
A l l a n d a l e 1[ 1 0 1 0 29 1 IjO 1 55 3 kO 8 05 1 0 50 

78BIE 11 
GRAHD TRIH-TK RAII/.AAY 

Passenger T r a i n S e r v i c e i n E f f e c t from June 26, I 9 1 0 
H a m i l t o n and A l l a n d a l e 

READ DOWN READ UP 
lORTHBOUND SOUTHBOUND 

+55 - 5 ° +93-91; M i l e s STATIONS +58-53 +96-55 
Express K a i l E a s t . Time Exp r e s s M a i l 
P. A.M. Lv. A r r . A • M. P.M. 

u 
H a m i l t o n 

u 05 7 10 . 0 S t u a r t S t r e e t 11 15 9 15 
k 13 7 19 8 . 3 WaterdoiTO 11 03 9 06 
h 20 7 25 7.0 B u r l i n g t o n J c . 10 99 9 00 
h 30 7 35 1 2 . 5 T a n s l e y 10 8 2 8 kS 
h 38 7 39 18.8 Ash 10 37 6 88 
k 85 7 91 2 0 . 8 M i l t o n 10 25 B 32 
k 53 7 68 2 3 . 8 Mansewood 10 16 3 22 
S O S A 08 29.8 S t e w a r t o n 10 06 8 11 
B 15 8 16 32.8 Georp-etown 10 00 8 05 

5 20 A 20 32.).! Georgetown 0 68 8 on 
. 9 33 A s.l 3 7 . 7 T e r r a C o t t s Q 81 7 39 

•9 38 8 36 8 0 . 8 Cheltenh.a.m 
9 85 8 111 )!3.1 Inarlewood J o t . 0 20 7 25 
5 57 8 53 89 . 8 Caiedon E a s t 0 10 7 10 
6 03 . . . 92.8 G e n t r e v i l l e 9 12 
6 09 c 09 5 5 . 7 P a l g r a v e 9 05 6 57 
6 20 9 20 63.7 Tottenham 8 98 6 [ 5 
6 3 0 0 30 A r r . Beeton Lv. 6 8? 6 30 
6 35 9 33 60.8 Lv. A r r , 8 8.0 6 25 
6 85 9 80 71 .1 R a n d a l l 6 16 
6 69 0 ka 7 5 . 3 Gookstown 8 2k 6 09 
7 07 10 00 0 1 . 2 Thornton 8 12 5 58 
7 20 ] 0 08 86 . 1 Vine 8 02 5 88 
7 35 10 20 91 .1 A l l a n d a l e 2 58 5 ko 

TAIvLE I T T 
GBAII2J TiiUl-SF R-ULWAY 

P.-ossen/ter T m i n Serv i c e i n E f f e c t from June 26, 
B a r r i e and Meaford 

READ no ;N 
BORTHBOUKD SOUTHBOUND 
+63 +55 +53 K i l a s STATIONS +58 +1|.2 +56 
Klxad K a i l M a l l E sat. Time Man Pass. H a l l 
P.M. P.M. Lv. A r r . A.M. P.M. P.M. 

3 35 7 50 i n 25 1 . 3 B a r r i e 7 L 7 1 05 5 35 
3 .60 a I t 10 llO ' • . 0 A l l a n d a l e 7 37 1 2 5 5 5 20 
Li on fi 2L : 0 L 9 6.6 Co l w e l l 7 26 1 2 8 3 6 03 
. . . . p. --0 10 55 P.9 Utopia 7 20 6 03 
L 13 a ae 11 nO in. a Angus 7 16 12 +0 8 5 9 
. . . . a f;6 11 06 1 3 . 0 Brentwood 7 0 9 h 5 2 
1, 30 a 15 11 10 16 . 2 New Lo'-ell 7 OL 1 2 19 8 87 
5 " 5 o (.a T 11 P6 2 2 . a STAYNER 6 6ll 12 0 5 8 30 

a 1 2 11 5 a 2 a .1 E+ttenux 6 3R 
12 0 5 

8 18 
a' an 9 20 11 60 n . i i Ar.Collingwood Lv.6 30 11 60 8 10 
5 l is 9 25 12 01 Lv. Ar . 6 20 n 25 8 00 

. , , . 32.1 l a k e J ot. 6 1 0 3 SO 
6*00 o'lio 1 2 15 37 . 0 O r - a i p l e i t h 5 01 11 00 3 81 
6 10 9 8 7 12 28 Ll.O F i e l d s d 53 10 87 3 33 
6 ' 0 9 57 12 38 L3 . .a Thombury 5 8 7 10 to 3 27 
7 00 1 0 20 12 5 5 5 2 . 5 Meaford 5 30 10 00 3 10 

P.M. r.K. P K. Ar. Lv. A.M. A.M. P.K. 

T.i.BLE TV 
GRAND TRIUr R.'.ILI-'AY 

• Pn.ssenger T r a i n Service i n E f f e c t from June 
Beeton and Collingwood 

26, 1 9 1 0 

HEAD DOWN 
MOSTHSOUSD 

+ 31 + 29 STATIONS 
East. Time 

A.M. Ar. 

+28 
Hxd. 
A.M. 

READ UP 
SOUTHBOUND 

+30 
Kxd. 

66 
83 
5 0 
0 2 
08 
16 
23 
28 35 
k< 
5 3 
0 5 

8 26 
P.M. 

o 35 
9 83 

10 00 
10 15 
10 25 
10 8 0 
10 60 
11 00 
11 20 
11 1|6 
1 2 06 
12 26 

i P i s 
P.K. 

0.0 
8.3 
6.6 

11.1 
13.o 
17.1 
20.3 
22.o 
26.1 
29.U 
33.2 
37.6 
80.9 
81.6 

Beeton 
Thompsonvi]le 
A l l i s t o n 
E v e r e t t 
Tioga 
L i s l e 
03 e n c a i r n 
Ayenlng 
Creemore 
Glen Huron 
Duntroon 
Nottawa 
Lake J e t . 
Collingwood 

Ar. Lv. 

8 30 
a 18 

8 1 2 
7 55 7 85 
7 35 
7 26 
7 17 
7 10 
6 66 
6 8o 
6 26 
6 10 
6 00 
A.M. 

P.M. 

6 16 
6 03 
5 55 5 30 
6 20 
5 10 
6 00 
8 5 2 8 85 8 30 
8 20 
8 05 
3 50 
3 85 
P.M. 

2 4 


