
U p p e r C a n a d a Rai lway Soc ie ty February • 9 0 c 

14 71 



m % % 

What happens t o o l d r a i l w a y s t a t i o n s once th e y have 
o u t l i v e d t h e i r u s e f u l n e s s t o t h e communities they have 
served? Where do o l d s t a t i o n s go when the passenger 
t r a i n s t h a t once stopped at t h e i r p l a t f o r m s are d i s ­
c o n t i n u e d ? Most o f t e n , o l d s t a t i o n s j u s t f a d e away 
i n t o t he background l i k e o l d s o l d i e r s ; t o be s o l d and 
d e m o l i s h e d , or c o n v e r t e d t o o t h e r purposes not i n t e n d e d 
when they were b u i l t . 
However, f o r a few r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s i n t h i s c o u n t r y 
and i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , something b e t t e r i n l i f e 
a w a i t s them. A f o r t u n a t e few s t a t i o n s a r e p r e s e r v e d 
and r e s t o r e d t o t h e i r o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n i n the comm­
u n i t i e s t h e y have s e r v e d ; o t h e r s are saved and become 
an a s s e t t o the community by s e r v i n g as a home f o r a 
p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the community. Other 
s t a t i o n s a r e saved and become museums to a bygone e r a . 

Whitby S t a t i o n i s one s t a t i o n t h a t has been saved t o 
become a d e f i n i t e a s s e t t o the town i t once s e r v e d i n 
a r a i l c a p a c i t y . The new home of Whitby A r t s I n c o r p ­
o r a t e d , t he s t a t i o n stands i n a new l o c a t i o n i n the 
town o f Whitby, O n t a r i o , r e f u r b i s h e d and r e s t o r e d t o 
s e r v e as the premises of Whitby A r t s and t h e i r o b j e c t ­
i v e s of the p r o m o t i o n and encouragement of the v i s u a l 
and c r e a t i v e a r t s of every k i n d w i t h i n the community. 
The s t a t i o n was a c q u i r e d from Canadian N a t i o n a l by 
Whitby A r t s i n the summer and f a l l of 1969, l a r g e l y 
t h r o u g h the e f f o r t s of two d e d i c a t e d women members 
of the o r g a n i z a t i o n and t h e i r "save the s t a t i o n " 
campaign. 

A l o c a t i o n was found on l a n d owned by the O n t a r i o 
Government, and a s m a l l p l o t of l a n d was pur c h a s e d 
i n one c o r n e r of the p r o p e r t y t o be the s i t e of the 
new home f o r the s t a t i o n . Some d e l a y was encountered 
i n the moving date f o r the s t a t i o n , as p e r m i s s i o n t o 
c l o s e t he s t a t i o n was slow i n coming from the CTC. 
F i n a l l y i n the f a l l of 1969, p e r m i s s i o n was g r a n t e d 
and the s t a t i o n was c l o s e d . In J a n u a r y , 1970, work 
began on d i g g i n g under the s t a t i o n i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
the move. On F e b r u a r y 16, 19 70, a crowd of 300 huddled 
i n t h e c o l d to watch the s t a t i o n bounce a c r o s s the 
CN main l i n e t o M o n t r e a l , and a c r o s s a f i e l d t o i t s 
new s i t e a t the c o r n e r of Henry and V i c t o r i a S t r e e t s , 
j u s t s o u t h and west of Highway 401. 

Ml t h r o u g h the s p r i n g , summer and e a r l y f a l l of l a s t 
y e a r , a d e d i c a t e d group of v o l u n t e e r s worked hard to 
r e s t o r e , r e f u r b i s h and f i x up the s t a t i o n b o t h i n s i d e 
and o u t , even t o the e x t e n t of p u t t i n g a basement under 
the s t r u c t u r e . F i n a l l y , t he s t a t i o n was opened t o an 
a d m i r i n g p u b l i c on S a t u r d a y , September 26th. Response 
has been so good t h a t the s t a t i o n has been open on 
Sat u r d a y s and Sundays s i n c e then. 

L e t us l o o k back i n time and t a k e a l o o k a t the h i s t ­
o r y of the Whitby s t a t i o n and i t s p r e d e c e s s o r b u i l d i n g s . 

The Whitby s t a t i o n had become redundant t o CN's needs, 
as a new pas s e n g e r s t a t i o n had been c o n s t r u c t e d b e t ­
ween Whitby and Oshawa t o s e r v e b o t h communities. 
Upon l e a r n i n g of the impending d e m o l i t i o n of the 
b u i l d i n g , t he two women began t h e i r campaign t o save 
the s t a t i o n as the r e s u l t of c o n v e r s a t i o n s a t a cock­
t a i l p a r t y . I f the s t a t i o n was to be saved, i t had 
to be moved .away from i t s l o c a t i o n on the CN K i n g s t o n 
Sub. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s were made as t o a new l o c a t i o n 
and whether the s t a t i o n c o u l d be moved. Whitby town 
c o u n c i l was approached on the p r o j e c t , and the c o u n c i l 
gave i t s a p p r o v a l to the p l a n . I t was d e c i d e d t h a t 
the Town of Whitby would own the b u i l d i n g and l e a s e 
i t t o Whitby A r t s I n c o r p o r a t e d who would then o p e r a t e 
and m a i n t a i n i t . 

RIGHT: Whitby J u n c t i o n s t a t i o n as i t appeared around 
190 3. To t h e l e f t i s a GTR l o c a l t r a i n f o r T o r o n t o . 
To t h e r i g h t i s a l o c a l t r a i n bound t o L i n d s a y . 
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The s t o r y b e g i n s i n 1856, when on August 2Sth of t h a t 
y e a r the Grand Trunk R a i l w a y of Canada opened i t s Tor­
o n t o - M o n t r e a l main l i n e as f a r as Oshawa. A s t a t i o n 
was c o n s t r u c t e d by the GTR a t Whitby, on the n o r t h s i d e 
o f the t r a c k s , e a s t of the base l i n e c r o s s i n g . A com­
p l e x of f r e i g h t sheds and o t h e r b u i l d i n g s s u r r o u n d e d 
the s t a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g a r a i l w a y h o t e l on the s o u t h 
s i d e of the t r a c k . The s t a t i o n s e r v e d P o r t Whitby, 
a more a c t i v e community than t h e Four Corners d u r i n g 
the 1850's. At t h i s s t a t i o n d i s t i n g u i s h e d v i s i t o r s 
s uch as the P r i n c e of Wales, P r i n c e A r t h u r and Baron 
L i s g a r , the G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l , were g r e e t e d when they 
stopped a t Whitby on t h e i r way to T o r o n t o . 
In 1872, the P o r t Whitby and P o r t P e r r y r a i l w a y was 
b u i l t from P o r t Whitby t o P o r t P e r r y , f o r m i n g a j u n c ­
t i o n w i t h the Grand Trunk near the s t a t i o n . A pass­
enger s t a t i o n was b u i l t on Dundas S t r e e t e a s t t o han­
d l e t r a f f i c from t h e n o r t h . 
By the 1890's, a l e g a l d i s p u t e d e v e l o p e d between the 
Grand Trunk and the Town of Whitby over maintenance 
of r a i l w a y p r o p e r t y . Many r e s i d e n t s f e l t t he s t a t i o n 
was too f a r removed from .the b u s i n e s s c e n t r e of town 
wh i c h had s h i f t e d from the harbour t o the Four Cor­
n e r s i n the 40 y e a r s s i n c e the f i r s t s t a t i o n was 
b u i l t . 
I n 1902, the town and the r a i l w a y r e a c h e d an agree­
ment. GTR c o n s t r u c t e d a new double t r a c k t h r o u g h 
Whitby, c l o s e d l e v e l c r o s s i n g s a t Byron and C e n t r e 
S t r e e t s , e r e c t e d new b r i d g e s a t Brock and Henry 
S t r e e t s , and d e m o l i s h e d the o l d s t a t i o n . 
The new s t a t i o n at Byron S t r e e t , known as 'Whitby 
J u n c t i o n ' , was b u i l t i n t h e autumn of 1903, s e r v i n g 
as a passenger s t o p and t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e . The name 
'Whitby J u n c t i o n ' was s p e l l e d out i n c o l o u r e d s h i n g l e s 
on the r o o f a t each end of the b u i l d i n g . 
The f i r s t s t a t i o n m a s t e r a t the new b u i l d i n g was 
Fr e d A l l i n , who f o r m e r l y tended the GTR P i c k e r i n g 
s t a t i o n . W i l l i a m V a n v a l k e n b u r g was baggageman and 
l a t e r s t a t i o n m a s t e r . 
A horse-drawn omnibus s e r v i c e was o p e r a t e d by W i l l i a m 
Newport t o the j u n c t i o n s t a t i o n from the O n t a r i o 
H o t e l a t Brock and Elm S t r e e t s . H i s bus met a l l pass­
enger t r a i n s a r r i v i n g a t the s t a t i o n t o t a k e r a i l w a y 
t r a v e l l e r s up t o the Four C o r n e r s . In 1910, the bus­
i n e s s was t a k e n over by Joseph Heard. 
In 1917, the O n t a r i o H o s p i t a l f o r the Insane a t Whitby 
was t a k e n over by the F e d e r a l Government f o r use as a 
m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l . In March, 1918, the Dominion M i l ­
i t a r y H o s p i t a l s Commission b u i l t a r a i l w a y l i n e from 
t h e h o s p i t a l t o the Grand Trunk l i n e a t the s t a t i o n 
i n Whitby. An agreement was made between the M i l i t a r y 
H o s p i t a l s Commission and the GTR, whereby the c o m m i s s i o i 
o p e r a t e d a donkey l o c o m o t i v e and a tramcar over 0.75 
m i l e s of t r a c k from the GTR f r e i g h t s i d i n g a t Whitby 
J e t . s t a t i o n i n t o the h o s p i t a l grounds. The donkey 
engine o p e r a t e d f o r a s h o r t w h i l e , but a Grand Trunk 
way f r e i g h t w i t h a coach made t r i p s t o and from the 
h o s p i t a l as r e q u i r e d . 

. WMth^ Jauajoa SEatitfa. ' 

Whitby J u n c t i o n S t a t i o n as i t appeared about 1 9 0 6 . 

The P o r t Whitby and P o r t P e r r y R a i l w a y was extended t o 
L i n d s a y i n 1877 and l a t e r t a k e n over by the M i d l a n d and 
the Grand Trunk systems. A l t h o u g h the t r a c k a g e t o 
L i n d s a y was abandoned about 1941, the uptown s t a t i o n 
remained i n use as a f r e i g h t o f f i c e u n t i l 1963. In 
December 1969, the b u i l d i n g was d e m o l i s h e d . 
In 1922 the Grand Trunk system was n a t i o n a l i z e d by the 
F e d e r a l Government and i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the Canadian 
N a t i o n a l system. Canadian N a t i o n a l o p e r a t e d Whitby 
J u n c t i o n s t a t i o n u n t i l l a t e 1969, when i t was c l o s e d . 

An a r t g a l l e r y now o c c u p i e s the space f o r m e r l y u t i l ­
i z e d by the baggage shed. A modern k i t c h e n o c c u p i e s 
the former d i s p a t c h e r ' s o f f i c e ( t h e o f f i c e , c o m p l e t e l y 
r e s t o r e d , s i t s i n another p a r t of the b u i l d i n g ) . A 
p o t b e l l i e d s t a t i o n s t o v e completes the r e s t o r a t i o n , 
s e r v i n g now o n l y as a r e c e p t a c l e f o r cash d o n a t i o n s . 
Whitby s t a t i o n c o n t i n u e s t o s e r v e the town of Whitby 
as the home of Whitby A r t s I n c o r p o r a t e d , a f t e r many 
y e a r s of use as the CN passenger depot. The members 
of Whitby A r t s a re t o be c o n g r a t u l a t e d f o r t h e i r 
tremendous e f f o r t s i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the s t a t i o n , 
i t s moving, and r e s t o r a t i o n and r e f u r b i s h i n g . I t i s 
hoped t h a t o t h e r groups may u n d e r t a k e s i m i l a r p r o j e c t s 
t o save and p r e s e r v e r a i l r o a d depots i n t h e i r l o c a l 
communities i n the f u t u r e . 

[ M a t e r i a l f o r t h i s a r t i c l e k i n d l y s u p p l i e d by Mrs. 
W. G. I r w i n of Whitby A r t s I n c o r p o r a t e d , and Mr. 
George Horner.] 

Canadian N a t i o n a l MLW C630 2022 
i s on t h e p o i n t o f a westbound 
f r e i g h t as i t passes Whitby 
S t a t i o n i n the s p r i n g o f 1 9 6 9 . 

( D a v i d M. More) 
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