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The P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l was born i n 
the summer of 1970 when the Winnipeg 
based V i n t a g e Locomotive S o c i e t y com
menced r e g u l a r weekend o p e r a t i o n of 
t h e i r t u r n of the c e n t u r y steam t r a i n . 
The r o u t e chosen o r i g i n a t e d at S e a r l e 
i n p a r t of Winnipeg's w e s t e r n suburbs 
to Cabot,some f i f t e e n m i l e s to the 
west.The r o u t e covered p a r t of the o l d 
Grand Trunk P a c i f i c main l i n e w h i c h , 
on the u pgrading of the p r e s e n t main 
l i n e (ex Canadian Northern) was reduc
ed to a secondary b r a n c h . O r i g i n a l l y , 
the l i n e ran to Portage La P r a i r i e 
as the Harte S u b d i v i s i o n , b u t was cut 
back t o s e r v i c e the e l e v a t o r s as f a r 
as Cabot and was renamed the Cabot Sub
d i v i s i o n . 

The P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l l e f t s e a r l e at 
10.00,12.30 and 15.00 each Saturday and 
Sunday.passengers p a y i n g a $2.00 a d u l t 
fare.The C a b o t • o p e r a t i o n i n v o l v e d a 
c o n v e n t i o n a l westbound run from S e a r l e . 
At Cabot,the l o c o m o t i v e was run around 
the t r a i n and h a u l e d i t backwards i n t o 
Winnipeg.The l a c k of a t u r n t a b l e or wye 
at Cabot S i d i n g n e c e s s i t a t e d t h i s a r r 
angement . 

H i g h l i g h t of the opening y e a r was on 
Domion Day when the P.D.C. h a u l e d Prime 
M i n i s t e r T r u d e a u , e r s t w h i l e Manitoba 
Premier S c h r e y e r t o g e t h e r w i t h v a r i o u s 
F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i a n s over 
the CP R a i l l i n e from Winnipeg to S e l 
k i r k i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h Manitoba's 
C e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

The r o u t i n e o p e - a t i o n went w e l l u n t i l CN 
d e c i d e d t h a t they had no f u r t h e r use f o r 
the Cabot S u b d i v i s i o n and a l l o w e d CP to 
l i f t the diamond on i t s S o u r i s Branch,so 
c u t t i n g the P r a i r i e Dog's run i n h a l f . 
D u r i n g the w i n t e r of 1974- 75,the V i n t a g e 
Locomotive S o c i e t y searched f o r a new 
home f o r o p e r a t i o n s . C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l 
f i n a l l y a g r e e i n g to the use of t h e i r 
Oak P o i n t S u b d i v i s i o n . T h i s l i n e was an 
o l d Canadian N o r t h e r n branch l e a d i n g 
to some s m a l l mines n o r t h o f Winnipeg. 
I t l e a v e s the m a i n l i n e i n the west end 
o f the c i t y at St.James J e t . , a n d proc
eeds n o r t h to G y p s u m v i l l e w i t h a branch 
to Hodgson from Grosse I s l e . 

The P r a i r i e Dog's r e l o c a t e d passenger 
o p e r a t i o n now runs from St.James S t a 
t i o n (on Portage Ave.,not f a r from the 
Blue Bombers' Stadium) to Grosse I s l e . 
O r i g i n a l l y o p e r a t i n g on both Saturday 
and Sunday,the a c t i v i t i e s have been r e 
duced to a Sunday o n l y o p e r a t i o n m a i n l y 
due to a l a c k of v o l u n t e e r l a b o u r . 

The P.D.C.'s day s t a r t s i n the yards be
low Winnipeg's (CN) s t a t i o n . w h e r e the 
l o c o m o t i v e i s r e a d i e d f o r the day's ac
t i v i t i e s and the combine c a r i s s t o c k e d 
w i t h pop,chips and candies."We o n l y c a r 
ry junk f o o d " a c c o r d i n g to one V.L.S. 
v o l u n t e e r . A f t e r c o u p l i n g onto the pass
enger c a r s , t h e t r a i n n e g o t i a t e s the 
curves and r e v e r s e s n e c c e s s a r y to move 
i n t o Union S t a t i o n p r o p e r . A f t e r o b t a i n 
i n g the c l e a r a n c e from the d i s p a t c h e r , 
#3 heads west on the main l i n e to S t . 
James J e t . N o t n o r m a l l y open to passen-

ABOVE: P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l h - k - 0 #3 
and t r a i n on the run hack t o St.James 
from Grosse Isle.(D.W.Smith)LEFT:The 
f r o n end of llumher 3 on the runaround 
t r a c k at Grosse Isle.(E.W.Layton) 

g e r s . t h i s i s the f a s t e s t p a r t o f the 
o p e r a t i o n , s h o w i n g t h a t w i t h the l i g h t 
t r a i n , t h e r e i s " p l e n t y l e f t i n the o l d 
g i r l y e t . " At S t . James J e t . , a r i g h t 
t u r n unto the Oak P o i n t Sub.,points the 
engine n o r t h and a d h e r i n g to the p o s t 
ed 25mph l i m i t , t h e t r a i n passes b r i c k 
yards and i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s . 

On a r r i v a l at S t . James,the t r a v e l l i n g 
t i c k e t s e l l e r or more p r e c i s e l y , t h e 
member of the crew who a l s o s e l l s t i c k 
e t s , u n l o c k s the s t a t i o n and opens the 
t i c k e t window. T i c k e t s are on a f i r s t 
c o m e , f i r s t s e r v e d basis.Advance b o o k i n g 
i s not a l l o w e d and no advance r a t e s are 
a v a i l a b l e , b u t the V.L.S. w i l l c h a r t e r 
the t r a i n t o i n t e r e s t e d groups. 

Departure i s at 10.00 hrs w i t h the 
t r a i n heading n o r t h through an i n d u s t 
r i a l a r e a . A f t e r a w h i l e , t h e t r a i n p a r 
a l l e l s the CPR m a i n l i n e b e f o r e c r o s s 
i n g i t at grade.There was an i n t e r l o c k 
i n g tower at t h i s p o i n t u n t i l i t b u r n t 
i n 1976.Train movements are now f l a g g e d 
a c r o s s the CPR main.Then on to Grosse 
I s l e over open p r a i r i e a t a s t a t e l y 25 
mph.Later i n the s e a s o n , t h i s area i s a 
sea of wheat w i t h the l a n d as a p o o l 
t a b l e as f a r as the eye can see. 
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ABOVE: Canadian P a c i f i c R a i l w a y number 22 as b u i l t by Dubbs and Company 
of Glasgow In A p r i l 1 8 8 2 , s e r i a l number 15T2.The engine was renumbered 
to 133 i n riovember 1907 ,63 In Sept 1912,and 86 i n October 1913.The en
gine was s o l d i n November 1918 t o the Winnipeg ' I v e r R a i l w a y , ( C i t y of 
Winnipeg Hydro ) as t h e i r number 3.Taken at Rat Portage (now Kenora). 
(CP Archives).BELOW: One of the v o l u n t e e r s a c t i v e i n o p e r a t i n g the 
P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l , J a c k Sine,who i s a weekday banker and a weekend 
r a i l r o a d e r , T h e V.L.S. i s dependent on v o l u n t e e r l a b o u r f o r much of 
t h e i r e f f o r t s . (R.W.Layton) 
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Grosse I s l e i s no more than a j u n c t i o n 
and a run around t r a c k , a n y s t a t i o n 
b u i l d i n g h a v i n g been l o n g removed.There 
i s however,a s m a l l community a l o n g s i d e 
the t r a c k s making i t more than j u s t a 
s w i t c h i n a c o r n f i e l d . O n a r r i v a l , t h e 
engine i s c u t o f f and runs f o r w a r d app
r o x i m a t e l y 1/4 m i l e t o the j u n c t i o n 
w i t h the branch to Hodgson,where i t i s 
tu r n e d on the wye.Returning to the s i d 
i n g , the engine makes use o f the run 
around t r a c k and i s cou p l e d onto the 
ot h e r end of the t r a i n . T h i s p a s s i n g 
t r a c k i s a throw back to e a r l i e r days, 
b e i n g l a i d w i t h second CPR 601b r a i l 
d a t i n g from the 1880's,which may be 
remnants o f the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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CTC BETWEEN ST. JAMES JCT AND ST JAMES CONTROLLED 
BY TRAIN MOVEMENT DIRECTOR WINNIPEG . 

RULES 41 AND 44 APPLICABLE . . • .• 
BETWEEN MILEAGES 2 4 AND 1 as 7 • •• 

RULE 105A NOT APPLICABLE 1 
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The r e t u r n t o St.James i s by e a r l y 
a f t e r n o o n where the engine i s watered 
from a h y d r a n t and made ready f o r the 
second t r i p of the day.To t u r n the 
t r a i n h e r e , t h e c o n s i s t i s backed up 
f o r a d i s t a n c e of 1/2 m i l e and the 
l o c o m o t i v e i s a g a i n cut o f f and wyed 
on an i n d u s t r i a l s p u r , r e c o u p l e d onto 
the t r a i n and i t s o f f a g a i n to Grosse 
I s l e . A f t e r the second t r i p , p a s s e n g e r s 
are d e t r a i n e d a t S t . James and the 
t r a i n i s run back downtown as a dead
head move.During t h i s move,the crew 
t a l e the o p p o r t u n i t y to c l e a n the i n 
t e r i o r s of the c a r s and make ready 
f o r the next weeks t r i p s . F i n a l l y app
r o a c h i n g Union S t a t i o n , t h e f i r e i s 
dropped and the engine runs i n t o i t s 
" p a r k i n g s p o t " on the r e m a i n i n g b o i l e r 
p ressure.The engine then has c e r t a i n 
" t r o p h i e s " such as the b e l l removed 
b e f o r e b e i n g l e f t f o r the week. 

The o p e r a t i n g crew on the P r a i r i e Dog 
C e n t r a l are a l l q u a l i f i e d CNR a c t i v e 
or r e t i r e d p e r s o n n e l who come a l o n g on 
a v o l e n t e e r b a s i s . V i n t a g e Locomotive 
S o c i e t y members a c t as s a f e t y crew, 
f o o d , t i c k e t and s o u v e n i r s e l l e r s . 

S t a r of the P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l oper
a t i o n i s w i t h o u t doubt Engine numljer 
3,The 4-4-0 American type l o c o m o t i v e 
was b u i l t by Dubs and Company of G l a s 
gow S c o t l a n d i n 1882 f o r the Canadian 
P a c i f i c Railway.She was a c t i v e on the 
CPR as number 22,being a s s i g n e d to the 
Rat Portage (now Kenora) area and was 
used on the run to F o r t W i l l i a m [now 
Thunder Bay). A f t e r M l , s h e became too 
s m a l l f o r tire CPR's re q u i r e m e n t s , s o i n 
1918 was s o l d to the C i t y of Winnipeg 
Hydro D e p a r t m e n t , i t was used u n t i l the 
l a t e 1950's on the Hydro l i n e from Lac 
du Bonnet to P o i n t e du B o i s n o r t h e a s t 
of the C i t y . A t t h i s point,#3 was d i s 
c o v e r e d by the r a i l f a n f r a t e r n i t y and 
was saved from the e x t i n c t i o n t h a t 
would have r e s i l t e d when the l i n e was 
c l o s e d and t o r n up. 

She was g i v e n an o v e r h a u l and a new 
l e a s e on l i f e by the C i t y of Winnipeg 
as a C e n t e n n i a l p r o j e c t i n 1967 and 
a f t e r v e r y p r o t r a c t e d n e g o t i a t i o n s 
w i t h CNR became P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l #3 
i n 1970,Since the s t a r t of P.D.C. s e r 
v i c e , she has seen some cosmetic changes. 
F i r s t , t h e word "Hydro" was r e p l a c e d on 
the t ender w i t h " P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l " 
and a f a l s e diamond s t a c k has been add
ed . N e v e r t h e l e s s , she s t i l l has Stevenson 
l i n k motion and s l i d e v a l v e s . T h i s engine 
was f i r s t on the l i s t f o r s t a r r i n g i n 
the " L a s t S p i k e " TV s e r i e s , b a s e d on 
P i e r r e Berton's book,but summer commit
ments meant t h a t the second c h o i c e o f 
CVR #136 was used. 

As w e l l as the v e n e r a b l e #3,the V.L.S. 
uses f o u r wooden passenger cars,one o f 
CPR o r i i g i n , t w o of Canadian N o r t h e r n 
and a double p l a t f o r m combine which 
was b u i l t by Pullman and saw s e r v i c e 
on v a r i o u s U.S. Roads,before b e i n g pur
chased by the Winnipeg Hydro R a i l w a y . 
P r e s e n t l y u n s e r v i c a b l e and used as a 
s t o r e s c a r , i s an ex CNR wooden caboose. 
The c a r ' s e x t e r i o r p a i n t i s green w i t h 
g o l d l e t t e r i n g . T h e i n t e r i o r s range 
from e a r l y u p h o l s t e r e d to r a t t a n s e a t s 
w i t h e i t h e r cream p a i n t or v a r n i s h e d 
w a l l s and c e i l i n g s ; l i g h t i n g i s e l e c t r i c 
but h e a t i n g i s p r o v i d e d by pot b e l l i e d 
s t o v e s i n each c a r . I t i s t h i s h e a t i n g 
problem t h a t p r e v e n t s s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r 
a t i o n of w i n t e r e x c u r s i o n s . T h e wash
rooms are a t h i n g to behold,They are 
q u i t e l i t e r a l l y a h o l e i n a r a i s e d 
bench,no water b e i n g needed.However , 
they g i v e a r a t h e r d r a f t y a p p r e c i a t 
i o n of t u r n o f the c e n t u r y r a i l r o a d i n g . 

Passenger l o a d i n g s on the P r a i r i e Dog 
C e n t r a l are e x c e l l e n t , p e o p l e b e i n g t u r n 
ed away are the r u l e r a t h e t than the 
odd exception.The VLS s a f e t y crew do 
a g r e a t job keeping the mostly t o u r i s t 
( i . e . Non r a i l f a n ) passenger l o a d out 
of harms w a y , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g the run 
around at Grosse I s l e , T h e good l o a d i n g s 
l e a d to the funds b e i n g a v a i l a b l e to 
keep the l o c o m o t i v e i n top shape.For 
i n s t a n c e , a major b o i l e r o v e r h a u l was 
completed i n the w i n t e r of 1975-76, 
S o c i e t y funds p a y i n g t h e , b i l l . 

I f you t r a v e l to Winnipeg at any time 
from June to September,you owe i t to 
y o u r s e l f to s e t a s i d e a Sunday to r i d e 
the P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l , y o u won't be 
d i s a p p o i n t e d . 

BELOffrUsea as a S t o r e s Car,P.D.C van 100 i s an exCH car 
i s p a i n t e d i n the P.D.C. y e l l o w and green , (R .W, Dayton ) RltlHT : Number 3 at the runaround t r a c k at Grosse I s l e . (R .¥. Layt on) 

BELWO EIGHT :KuiEher 3 on the wye near Blue Bomber Stadium. The t a l l 
of the wye crosses a p u h l i c road and r e q u i r e s , f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . 
(M.F.LaytonjBOTtDOM HIGHTiNumber 3 and her t r a i n i n the storage 
t r a c k of Winnipeg Coach • Yard,(R.W. Layton) 



above;Number t h r e e and her t r a i n on the run back t o St,James 
from Grosse I s l e , T h e run i s t hrough dead f l a t p r a i r i e and h i t s 
a m a g n l f l c a n t top speed of 25-30 mph.(D.tf.Smith)LEFT: A c l a s s i c 
scene t h a t c o u l d have been taken n e a r l y anytime-a b l a c k engine 
w i t h g o l d t r i m p u l l i n g a t r a i n of pullman green ca r s w i t h s i v e r 
r o o f s and g o l d l e t t e r i n g , ( D , W . S m i t h ) 

RIGHT: number 3 and her t r a i n a r r i v i n g at the s t a t i o n i n St.James 
on the o u t s k i r t s of Winnipeg.The t r a i n makes two t r i p s Sundays o n l y . 
(E.W.Layton)BELOW;ITumber 3 on a grass covered r i g h t of way and o n l y 
a s l i g h t embankment heading back t o St.James.(D.W.Smith) 



It was i n June 1959 that Omer Lavallee, now 
Corporate Archivist o£ Canadian P a c i f i c Ltd., 
heard some second hand information that a 
locomotive " s i s t e r engine to the 'Countess 
of Dufferin'", was working on the Winnipeg 
Hydro's private railway which ran from Lac 
du Bonnet to Pointe du Bois i n the IVhiteshell 
Forest Reserve, north east of the Manitoba 
ca p i t a l . 

Mr. Lavallee had already arranged to make a 
journey west that summer, so he arranged for 
a stop-over i n Winnipeg before returning to 
Montreal. On a r r i v a l i n Winnipeg, some inqu
i r i e s with l o c a l CPR personnel revealed that 
Winnipeg Hydro did oum a small four coupled 
locomotive, but the impression was given 
that i t was probably an D-4-0 saddle tank of 
some description. After an automobile ride 
to Lac du Bonnet, the CPR/Hydro interchange 
was found but i t was devoid of any equipment. 
The finding of a small engine house about a 
mile from the junction heightened the impre
ssion that the engine was indeed an 0-4-OST. 

In spite of this evidence, Mr. Lavallee and 
his companions pressed on to Pointe du Bois 
on the gravel road. The road followed the 
railway tracks for part of the way, sharing 
bridges at some points. This led to a near-
miss when a maintenance of way crew dynamited 
some track bed right i n front of them. When 
the dust had cleared, a flagman appeared 
(a l i t t l e too late) to stop t r a f f i c . 

A r r i ving at Pointe du Bois, smoke could be 
seen above the trees and as they rounded a 
curve, anticipating an 0-4-OST, they found 
the rumoured 4-4-0 under steam s i t t i n g 
beside the engine house. The words "City 
of Winnipeg" and "Hydro" were painted on the 
tender and she carried the number 3. Des
pit e the large wedge plow mounted on the 
front end, she was unmistakably of CPR orig
i n . 

According to the crew, #3 was under steam 
very occasionally. Regular service on the 
li n e was carried by a Ford rail-bus and a 
Mack r a i l - t r u c k . 

It was lucky that due to the good quality of 
water i n the area, the infrequency of use 
and the high maintenance standards of the 
Winnipeg Hydro mechanical s t a f f , this loco
motive had been able to survive as Canada's 
oldest operating steam locomotive. 

The editors would l i k e to thank Mr. Omer 
S.A. Lavallee for his assistance i n supp
lying information and photographs for this 
a r t i c l e . 
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ABOVE LEFT 
A r a r e s h o t o f Winnipeg Hydro #3 i n a c t i v e f r e i g h t s e r v i c e . Seen 
here at P o l n t e - d u - B o i s s w i t c h i n g f l a t c a r s o f u n t r e a t e d r a i l w a y 
t i e s . 
BELOW LEFT 
A d i r t road f o l l o w e d the Winnipeg Hydro Railway f o r p a r t o f the 
way. Here i s an example of a sh a r e d b r i d g e . 

ABOVE 
#3 poses f o r the camera a l o n g s i d e the engine house a t P o i n t e - d u -
B o i s . The wedge-plow was a permanent f i x t u r e u n t i l removed b e f o r e 
she e n t e r e d " P r a i r i e Dog C e n t r a l " s e r v i c e . 
BELOW 
P o i n t e - d u - B o i s s t a t i o n w i t h #3 on the l e f t . On the r i g h t i s Winn
i p e g Hydro's Mack r a i l - t r u c k . In t h i s June 1959 s h o t , the t r u c k 
was the r e g u l a r t r a i n to Lac-du-Bonnet. 


