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One hundred years ago t h i s month, r a i l w a y s e r v i c e between 
Whitby and P o r t P e r r y began on a 22-mile s t r e t c h o f t r a c k 
c a l l e d the P o r t Whitby and P o r t P e r r y R a i l w a y , p o p u l a r l y 
known as the "Nip and Tuck". 
A l t h o u g h almost every t r a c e of t h i s i m p o r t a n t r a i l w a y has 
now v a n i s h e d , i n i t s day i t s e r v e d to b r i n g the g r a i n and 
lumber t r a d e of O n t a r i o and V i c t o r i a Counties to Whitby 
and o p e r a t e d a r e g u l a r passenger s e r v i c e at 60ij: f o r a one
way t r i p and $1 f o r a r e t u r n t r i p . 
A l t h o u g h the f i r s t l o c o m o t i v e reached P o r t P e r r y from 
Whitby i n November 1871, i t was not u n t i l December o f 
t h a t year t h a t r e g u l a r s e r v i c e was i n a u g u r a t e d . 
SERVICE 
On December 2, 1871, a r e p o r t e r from the Whitby C h r o n i c l e 
accompanied the f i r s t shipment of goods to P o r t P e r r y and 
gave the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of the t r i p : 
"The l o c o m o t i v e "Scugog" w i t h one of the temporary const
r u c t e d b oxcars and some p l a t f o r m c a r s l o a d e d w i t h f r e i g h t 
l e f t the Whitby S t a t i o n at 11:40. 
"At the f o u r m i l e p o s t wood was taken i n , o c c a s i o n i n g a 
stoppage o f f o u r or f i v e minutes. From t h i s p o i n t the 
road to the harbour i s as s t r a i g h t as an arrow and a most 
b e a u t i f u l view o f the l a k e and s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y i s 
o b t a i n e d . 
"At 11:55 another s t a r t was made, and B r o o k l i n , 3-1/2 
m i l e s f u r t h e r on, reached i n e i g h t minutes. A f u r t h e r 
d e l a y and a d d i t i o n s to the company on board. 
"The e l e v e n m i l e p o s t near M y r t l e reached at 12:23. A 
d e l a y of 25 minutes i n t a k i n g on w a t e r , e t c . , the pumping 
apparatus b e i n g as y e t i n an u n f i n i s h e d s t a t e , and new 
pumps i n course of c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
"From B r o o k l i n to M y r t l e t h e r e i s a l o n g and heavy grade 
r e a c h i n g as h i g h as 90 f e e t i n the m i l e , and f o r the f o u r 
o r f i v e m i l e s from M y r t l e to the summit at the r i d g e s , 
the grade i s a l s o , as might be e x p e c t e d , l o n g and s t e e p . 
"The c u t t i n g at the summit f o r about a q u a r t e r of a m i l e 
i s made i n some p l a c e s to the depth of 50 f e e t , through 
c l a y and sand, which i s i n c l i n e d to s l i p and g i v e way 
w i t h every v a r i a t i o n of the weather and though upwards 
o f $20,000 have a l r e a d y been expended upon i t , a f u r t h e r 
l a r g e r o u t l a y w i l l be n e c e s s a r y to render the l i n e at 
t h i s p o i n t p e r f e c t l y s e c u r e . 
" P a s s i n g s l o w l y by Manchester and P r i n c e A l b e r t s t a t i o n s . 
P o r t P e r r y i s reached at e i g h t e e n minutes p a s t one, and 
a l l o w i n g f o r stoppages, the whole d i s t a n c e o f 22 m i l e s 
a c c o m p l i s h e d i n one hour and f o u r minutes. 
"A number of d e v i a t i o n s were p o i n t e d out to use from 
what appeared to be the d i r e c t l i n e , the f o l l o w i n g of 
w h i c h would have s h o r t e n e d the d i s t a n c e by at l e a s t one 
m i l e b u t , we were t o l d t h a t the c o n t r a c t o r had an o b j e c t 
to a c c o m p l i s h i n making the d i s t a n c e 22 m i l e s , and t h a t 
i n s t e a d of c u t t i n g where he c o u l d have done so w i t h o u t 
much d i f f i c u l t y t hrough, he ran the l i n e around the base 
o f the l i t t l e h i l l s and caused many unnecessary curves 
w h i c h might have been avoided. 

"Badly c o n s t r u c t e d c u l v e r t s and dangerous u n f i n i s h e d em
bankments were a l s o p o i n t e d out and which form p a r t o f 
the s u b j e c t matter of l i t i g a t i o n now going on between 
the company and the c o n t r a c t o r . 

"With these drawbacks, which are o n l y a matter of time 
t o bet over and s e t a l l r i g h t , the road i s a good one. 
"The t i e s , p r i n c i p a l l y of the b e s t hemlock, are w e l l 
l a i d and as c l o s e as from 18 to 27 inches from c e n t r e 
to c e n t r e and competent judges d e c l a r e i t - - w e use our 
own words--'the b e s t t i e d road i n Canada'. 
"The run from P o r t P e r r y to IVhitby i s l e i s u r e l y made 
i n about an hour, not a s t i c k of wood b e i n g r e q u i r e d 
from the time o f l e a v i n g the summit--a d i s t a n c e of 15 
m i l e s . In f a c t , f o r t h i s l a t t e r d i s t a n c e , a l o a d of 
any weight w i t h s u f f i c i e n t l o c o m o t i v e c a p a c i t y to h o l d 
i t i n check might be conveyed w i t h o u t any p r o p e l l i n g 
power." 
The C h r o n i c l e r e p o r t e r d e s c r i b e d the P o r t Whitby and 
P o r t Whitby Rai l w a y as the s h o r t e s t and cheapest of 
any r u n n i n g n o r t h from Lake O n t a r i o . 
ADVANTAGE 
I t had an advantage over the M i d l a n d Railway from P o r t 
Hope because i t was 25 m i l e s s h o r t e r and t e r m i n a t e d at 
one of the best n a t u r a l harbours on Lake O n t a r i o , he 
s a i d . 
While the r a i l w a y -was s t i l l under c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t was 
e s t i m a t e d t h a t i n one year i t would s h i p 3 0 - m i l l i o n f e e t 
of sawn lumber, 15,000 p i e c e s o f square t i m b e r , 5,000 
cords of wood, 2,000 cords of tan b a r k , t w o - m i l l i o n 
f l o u r b a r r e l s t a v e s , t h r e e - m i l l i o n s h i n g l e s , 300,000 
bu s h e l s of g r a i n , 10,000 b a r r e l s of f l o u r and 12,000 
passengers. 
The r a i l s were shipped from Wales i n 1871 and 70 years 
l a t e r , when the l i n e vas c l o s e d , they were t o r n up and 
melted down f o r war m a t e r i a l s to a i d B r i t a i n i n the 
Second World War. 
The r a i l w a y company b u i l t a g r a i n e l e v a t o r and wharves 
at P o r t P e r r y to handle the shipments and the t r a c k s 
l e d i n t o the g r a i n e l e v a t o r at P o r t Whitby. During 
the 1870s and 1880s, the e n t i r e e a s t e r n p i e r at P o r t 
Whitby was p i l e d from end to end w i t h lumber f o r s h i p 
ment, which came i n on the Nip and Tuck. 
In 1871, the o f f i c e r s of the P o r t Whitby and P o r t P e r r y 
R a i l w a y were Ch e s t e r Draper, owner of Whitby Harbour; 
James Dryden, a w e a l t h y farmer from B r o o k l i n ; James 
Holden, one of the founders of the Dominion Bank; N. G. 
R eynolds, s h e r i f f of O n t a r i o County who b u i l t the Ont
a r i o L a d i e s ' C o l l e g e as h i s p r i v a t e r e s i d e n c e ; Joseph 
B i g e l o w , and Aaron Ross, merchants i n P o r t P e r r y ; K. 
F. L o c k h a r t , manager of the O n t a r i o Bank i n Whitby; 
Thomas Paxton, MPP and Edward Major. 
Mr. Draper was p r e s i d e n t , Mr. Bigelow v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , 
and Ross J o h n s t o n , s e c r e t a r y . 

E X T E N D E D 
In 1877, the r a i l w a y was extended to L i n d s a y to connect 
w i t h the V i c t o r i a R a i l w a y and open the lumber tr a d e at 
Fenlon F a l l s and Bobcaygeon to the Whitby market. 
Mr. Holden, who managed the a f f a i r s of the r a i l w a y i n 
i t s e a r l y y e a r s , had dreams of b u i l d i n g a t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l 
r a i l w a y from Whitby to the P a c i f i c Ocean, but h i s p l a n 
was never r e a l i z e d . He d i e d i n Winnipeg i n 1881 of pneu-
m.onia, w h i l e a t t e m p t i n g to o b t a i n support f o r h i s scheme. 

NEWSLETTER 181 



The Nip and Tuck had i t s share of m i s a d v e n t ures. During 
i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n the c o n t r a c t o r q u i t and a l a w s u i t dev
e l o p e d between him and the company. 
I t took f o u r years to r a i s e enough c a p i t a l to b u i l d the 
r a i l w a y and even as the f i r s t t r a i n made i t s run to P o r t 
P e r r y , t h e r e was a d e s p e r a t e need f o r money. 
Once when debts became too h i g h . S h e r i f f Reynolds was 
o r d e r e d to s e i z e one of the l o c o m o t i v e s . He and h i s dep
uty e r e c t e d a b a r r i c a d e of t i e s on the t r a c k , but when 
the e n g i n e e r saw the b l o c k a d e , he f i r e d up the l o c o m o t i v e 
and plowed through the t i e s , s ending the s h e r i f f and dep
uty r u n n i n g f o r t h e i r l i v e s . 
O f t e n the brakes on t r a i n s f a i l e d coming down the steep 
grade from P o r t P e r r y and on one o c c a s i o n , a t r a i n of 
mast tim b e r s ran the whole 22 m i l e s out of c o n t r o l and 
n e a r l y went o f f the end of the P o r t Whitby wharves i n t o 
Lake O n t a r i o . 

SNOWDRIFTS 
T r a i n s b r i n g i n g i n h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s from the n o r t h 
to Whitby o f t e n became s t u c k i n s n o w d r i f t s and once when 
th e r e was no hope of g e t t i n g out of a d r i f t , the t r a i n 
crew and s t u d e n t s spent the n i g h t f e a s t i n g on eggs and 
s i d e s of bacon. 
James Holden purchased t h r e e l o c o m o t i v e s f o r the r a i l w a y 
from a f i r m i n P o r t l a n d , Maine, and they were named the 
James Dryden, James A u s t i n and James Holden, a f t e r d i r 
e c t o r s of the company. 
The James Dryden was l o s t i n a f i r e which burned the 
roundhouse on Mary S t r e e t i n Whitby i n 1875. A new 
roundhouse, b u i l t a f t e r the f i r e , i s now used as an auto 
r e p a i r garage. 
The o r i g i n a l wood-burning l o c o m o t i v e s were r e p l a c e d i n 
1883 by c o a l - b u r n i n g engines. 

[For a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on the P o r t Whitby and P o r t 
P e r r y R a i l w a y , see G. R. Stevens Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l 
ways, S i x t y Years of T r i a l and E r r o r , Volume One.] 

What's a Canadian N a t i o n a l pass
enger t r a i n doing w i t h two CP 
R a i l SW1200RS d i e s e l u n i t s as 
motive power on a p i e c e of CP 
R a i l t r a c k ? ? ? 
You may wonder, ah, they are 
b e i n g d i v e r t e d because of a 
t r a i n wreck on a CN l i n e . Wrong! 
Try a g a i n . 
Another c l u e - - t h e t r a c k i s a 
former Canadian P a c i f i c i n t e r -
urban l i n e . 

Give up?? The c o r r e c t answer 
i s t h a t the t r a i n of GN pass
enger equipment b e i n g p u l l e d by 
the CP R a i l d i e s e l s i s an excur
s i o n s p e c i a l , sponsored by the 
K i t c h e n e r - W a t e r l o o B i g B r o t h e r 
House, on October 16th. The 
t r i p wa.s run i n p a r t over the 
former 'bake E r i e 8 N o r t h e r n 
i n t e r u r b a n l i n e from K i t c h e n e r 
t o B r a n t f o r d and r e t u r n . Hence 
the CP R a i l d i e s e l s shown (top 
l e f t j o u t s i d e of P a r i s , and 
( r i g h t ) i n G a i t , w i t h the CN 
equipment. The t r i p was h i g h l y 
s u c c e s s f u l and w e l l p a t r o n i z e d . 

[Two p h o t o g r a p h s - - C h a r l e s 0. Beg 
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