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Want to r ide on an abandoned 
r a i l r o a d ? 

by RAYMOND F. CORLEY 
At 12:01 a.m., on September 15th, 1961, the northern h a l f of the Bobcaygeon 

S u b d i v i s i o n of the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway was o f f i c i a l l y abandoned. Thus di s a p 
peared the l a s t s e c t i o n of the o r i g i n a l Lindsay, Bobcaygeon and Pontypool Railway 
(except f o r a s m a l l s e c t i o n w i t h i n L i n d s a y ) , which o r i g i n a l l y opened from Burketon 
through Lindsay to Bobcaygeon on J u l y 28th, 1904, s h o r t l y a f t e r i t s l i n e had been 
ac q u i r e d by the CP.R. 

Abandonments and Rearrangements 

The s e c t i o n from Burketon to Lindsay J u n c t i o n was c l o s e d on J u l y 29, 1933, 
and cut the o r i g i n a l Bobcaygeon S u b d i v i s i o n i n h a l f . Then, on September 7th, 1937, 
the centre h a l f of the Georgian Bay and Seaboard Railway, from Dranoel (Bethany 
J u n c t i o n ) to Por t M c N i c o l l , was abandoned from Lindsay to O r i l l i a , l e a v i n g only 
two outer s e c t i o n s of the C.P.R.'s Po r t M c N i c o l l S u b d i v i s i o n . The southern s e c t i o n 
of the Georgian Bay and Seaboard (Dranoel to Lindsay J u n c t i o n ) was renamed the 
Bobcaygeon S u b d i v i s i o n and was o f f i c i a l l y j o i n e d to the nor t h e r n remnant of the L, 
B.& P. to form a new Bobcaygeon S u b d i v i s i o n , complete from Dranoel to Bobcaygeon, 
w i t h i t s one mixed t r a i n a day (M605-M606), hauled by a D4 c l a s s 4-6-0, The l a s t 
run of these t r a i n s was made on October 26, 1957 w i t h engine 434, a f t e r which only 
f r e i g h t s e r v i c e was operated, i n i t i a l l y to the same schedule as 605-606, then as 
r e q u i r e d , and f i n a l l y ( i n 1961) p r i n c i p a l l y to Lindsay only. By t h i s time, when 
660 h.p. d i e s e l s w i t c h e r s r e g u l a r l y held down the run, t r i p s to Bobcaygeon were 
r a r e l y made. The l a s t known t r a i n to Bobcaygeon was operated on June 20, 1961, but 
abandonment was not posted u n t i l the c l o s e of operations on September 14, 1961. 
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Operating Data 
Mileages on the p o r t i o n of the Bohcaygeon S u b d i v i s i o n , as abandoned i n 1961 

(taken from Dranoel) were: 
LINDSAY 18.1 
PLEASANT POINT 22.4 
DUNSFORD 26.4 
BRIDGE OVER EMILY CREEK . . . .29,2 
ANCONA POINT 30.3 
BIRCH POINT 31.6 
KENSTONE 32.6 
BRIDGE OVER OTONABEE RIVER . . . 33.79 
BOBCAYGEON 34.3 

The speed l i m i t was 20 m.p.h. throughout f o r a l l t r a i n s , w i t h a 15 m.p.h. r e 
s t r i c t i o n over Emily Creek bridge at mile 29.2. 

T I M E T A B L E N o . 64. J A N U A R Y 6 t h , {929 
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727 6l2 725 
Southbound trains may leave Lindsay Jet. without recelvinfl terminal el 
Swing Bridge over Little Bob River at Bobcaygeon. 

PORT MCNICOLL SUBDIVISION FOOTNOTES. 

and 50 ma! 
To comply with Rule 99 flagmen must go out I2telegranh polM InalMdor iOtoaaual 

500 yards: 28 telegraph poles Instead of 24 to equal 1200 yards; 4f telegraph polaa 
IrwtMd of 36 to egual 1800 yards. 

Trains approaching Swing Bridge Inlerlocltef at the Narrows, mileage 58.4. II the 
distant signal is at slop, must stop at Ihatslgnal and then procaed to the home algntl and 
there be governed try the rules governing operation of Interlocked tlgnale. 

Coldwater "Station Limits" extend from Coldwater to Medonte, on North leg of Wye and 
Coldwater loPortawitchonSoulhiegofWye. 

From 6 p.m. until 9 a.m. derails and signals at croettng over C.N.R. apura it LIndtay 
are to he set clear for Canadian Pacific trains end agalnat Canadlen National Iralne. 

Eastbound trains may leave Lindsay Jet. without terminal oleirance. 
Trains must not exceed speed of 10 miles per hour over Queen St and King St 

Crossings. Lindsay. During switching operations orm of Iho train crew ihall act aa a 
watchman on these crossings. 

Lindsay la reglstar point for traino 724, 726, 622, 723. 725. and 621 only. 
Permanent slow posts ate erected at mileage 48.7 and mileage Sa All tralni reduce 

speed to twenty (20) miles per hour belwean these points. Trains must not exceed tpMd 
of five (5) miles per hour over Hog Bay trestle, just east of Port McNIeall, and over 
Swingbrldge 58,42, and fifteen (15) miles per hour over Swingbrldge 43.9. 

Port McNicoll yard limits extend Eael to yard limit board East of Hog Bay trtetio and 
South to McMillan, 

East wye switch Port McNicoll Is registering point for ail trains. 
The moveiheni of trains between McMillan and Midland will be governed by the rulee 

and regulations of the Canadian National Railways. 

Takeover of Abandoned Right-of-Vyay 
F o l l o w i n g abandonment, the Township of Verulam n e g o t i a t e d w i t h the CP.R. 

w i t h a view to t a k i n g over the abandoned s e c t i o n f o r use as a development and ac
cess road to the south s i d e of Sturgeon Lake. This l a k e had been reached only by 
north-south concession roads extending i n X^om Highway #36. 

The r a i l w a y , p a r a l l e l i n g the s h o r e l i n e f o r some 5 miles west of Bobcaygeon, 
provided a short access route to the area. S e p a r a t e l y n e g o t i a t e d was the purchase 
of the two r a i l w a y b r i d g e s , f o r co n v e r s i o n to road t r a f f i c . 
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The Right-of-Way To-day 

East of Lindsay s t a t i o n the l i n e was l e f t i n t a c t to about one t h i r d of a mile 
east of Highway #36, or Verulam S t r e e t (as i t proceeds n o r t h out of L i n d s a y ) , to 
serve e x i s t i n g and f u t u r e i n d u s t r y w i t h i n the town l i m i t s . 

The roadbed then cuts d i a g o n a l l y north-east ( w h i l e Highway #36 makes a s e r i e s 
of lengthy r i g h t - a n g l e d bends) across marshy country past Pleasant P o i n t s t a t i o n 
(almost three miles south of Pleasant P o i n t on Sturgeon Lake) to the v i l l a g e of 
Dunsford. M i l e board 26 i s s t i l l i n evidence j u s t west of Dunsford, f i r m l y a f f i x e d 
to a p o l e . This s e c t i o n i s navigable but not o p e r a t i v e , as t i e s , e t c . have been 
l e f t i n place over most of i t and l i t t l e g r a ding has been done. 

Dunsford can be approached on Highway #36 from Lindsay ( t r a v e l l i n g e a s t ) or 
n o r t h on V i c t o r i a County Road #7 from Omemee (Verulam Concession 3 ) , which crosses 
the CP.R. at the o u t s k i r t s of Dunsford. The two roads j o i n i n the v i l l a g e and 
Highway #36 turns a b r u p t l y n o r t h on the alignment of the concession l i n e ( t u r n i n g 
east again a h a l f mile f u r t h e r on). About 100 f e e t n o r t h of the road i n t e r s e c t i o n 
a d i r t road cuts east through the v i l l a g e to the Dunsford s t a t i o n , m i l e 26.4. This 
s t a t i o n i s s t i l l i n i t s o r i g i n a l shape, l e s s the r e s i d e n t operator's f u r n i t u r e , 
s t a t i o n equipment, s i g n a l , and s t a t i o n name boards. One has to look twice to be 
sure that the main and passing t r a c k s are a c t u a l l y gone from beyond the wooden 
beam marking the edge of the c i n d e r p l a t f o r m . 

The former Bobcaygeon s t a t i o n , as i t appeared on August 19, 
1961, a f t e r the l a s t t r a i n had d e p a r t e d from i t but a month 
p r i o r to o f f i c i a l abandonment of the l i n e . T h i s s t a t i o n was 
s o l d to a l o c a l a r e a farmer and removed from t h i s l o c a t i o n 
i n October, 1962. 

S t i l l i n t a c t on June 30th, 1963, a l t h o u g h now f a r from the 
n e a r e s t r a i l s , was the armstrong t u r n t a b l e at Bobcaygeon. 
The t a b l e , which can s t i l l be moved i n i t s p i t , once creaked 
under the weight of D4 ten-wheelers. 
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The v i l l a g e road turns and p a r a l l e l s the right-of-way f o r a h a l f mile out to 
the diagonal c r o s s i n g of Highway #36. From here to Bobcaygeon, "abandoned" opera
t i o n can take p l a c e . Leaving Highway 36, the roadbed has been completely regraded, 
and another mile can be covered at high speed u n t i l the long causeway approaching 
the c r o s s i n g at the mouth of Emily Creek, w i t h swamp on e i t h e r s i d e , i s reachedo 
Planks have been l a i d on the s t e e l bridge f o r automobiles to operate on, and a 15 
m.p.h. slow order i s s t i l l recommended. 

Having reached the l a k e , the right-of-way turns east along the shore p a r a l 
l e l i n g a cottage road on the south s i d e of the former r a i l w a y , running west from 
Ancona P o i n t . Concession 6 (Scotch Line Road) i s crossed at Ancona Po i n t (mile 
30.3) and the remains of the f l o o r of the frame " h a l t " are seen at the south-west 
corner of the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

A mile f u r t h e r on B i r c h P o i n t i s reached (mile 31.6) and another road p a r a l 
l e l s the t r a c k on the north s i d e f o r a short distance east of the c r o s s i n g of Con
ce s s i o n 7. Another two miles brings us to the western l i m i t s of the cottages at 
Kenstone, where the road leaves the right-of-way and d i v e r t s to s short road par
a l l e l i n g on the south s i d e . The roadbed i s on an embankment, w i t h the road on the 
south, and cottages r i g h t on the edge of the lake on the north. While the passage 
of a D4 must have been a d e l i g h t to the c o t t a g e r s , automobiles on t h i s narrow 
s t r i p e v i d e n t l y are not, and t h e i r p r i v a c y i s aided by keeping cars to the e a r l i e r 
road to the south. 

Upon c r o s s i n g Kenstone Road (Concession 9 ) , one may see the s i t e ( o n l y ) of 
the s t a t i o n (mile 32.6) at the south-east corner, and we now t r a n s f e r back to the 
roadbed f o r a quick run to the Otonabee R i v e r bridge (mile 33.79). This i s a wood
en b r i d g e , on which s i d e n a i l s have been added i o n s a i e t y , as w e l l as planlcs on 
the timbens, i o n cans. We then n o l i past mone cottages and i n t o the west l i m i t s of 
Bobcaygeon yand, whene again the noadbed must be l e f t , w i t h a tnansfen to the 
shont " s t a t i o n " noad nunning along the south s i d e . 

Looking a c r o s s the former CP.R. wooden t r e s t l e over the 
Otonabee R i v e r . The b r i d g e has been c o n v e r t e d f o r " s i n g l e 
t r a c k " automobile use by the a d d i t i o n o f l o n g i t u d i n a l p l a n k 
i n g s t r i p s and wooden s i d e r a i l i n g s . 

Most s u r p r i s i n g i s the continued e x i s t a n c e of the "armstrong" t u r n t a b l e at 
Bobcaygeon (the t a b l e can s t i l l be moved), although the approach t r a c k from the 
west i s gone, as are the r a i l s on the t u r n t a b l e i t s e l f . The foundations of the 
water tower stand behind i t , on the passing t r a c k to the main l i n e . Of the Bobcay
geon s t a t i o n s i t e (mile 34.3) no tr a c e remains, as the b u i l d i n g was s o l d i n Octo
ber, 1962, to a l o c a l farmer and moved fo u r miles away. 

So ends our t r i p . Despite speed r e s t r i c t i o n s , the journey can be made as 
q u i c k l y as, i f not quicker than, the Highway 36 route by which one takes 10.7 
miles to go from Dunsford to Bobcaygeon versus 7.9 by " r a i l " . T r a f f i c congestion 
i s n o t i c e a b l y l e s s on the e r s t w h i l e CP.R. l i n e , and scenery i s f a r more p i c t u r 
esque. However, the lakeshore r e s i d e n t s are not happy and want the right-of-way 
road c l o s e d o f f as they f e a r the t r a f f i c t hat i t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y b r i n g . Now i s the 
time to r i d e the l a s t of the L.B.& P. i n cl o s e to i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e ; i n many r e 
spects t h i s l i n e would have made an i d e a l o p e r a t i n g museum s e c t i o n f o r an e n t r e 
preneur ! 


