


Sooner or l a t e r i n l i f e , i t seems, a good t h i n g t h a t one 
enjoys and has enjo y e d f o r many y e a r s , must be ended. 
So i t seems to be w i t h m a i n l i n e steam e x c u r s i o n s i n Can­
ada. An e l e v e n - y e a r e r a of m a i n l i n e steam e x c u r s i o n s on 
Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s was brought to a f i t t i n g c l o s e 
i n a s i m p l e ceremony a t B e l l e v i l l e , O n t a r i o on J u l y 4, 
1971, when U-2-g 4-8-4 6218--the l a s t a c t i v e steam l o c o ­
m o tive on the ra i l w a y - - w a s p l a c e d i n r e t i r e m e n t . 
Many thousands of p e o p l e i n e a s t e r n Canada and c e r t a i n 
p a r t s o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s have r i d d e n b e h i n d , photo­
graphed, r e c o r d e d , heard or seen t h i s famous l o c o m o t i v e 
i n h e r seven y e a r s o f f a n t r i p o p e r a t i o n s on l i n e s of 
Canadian N a t i o n a l and s u b s i d i a r y companies. How many 
m i l e s o f c o l o u r and b l a c k and w h i t e f i l m and r e c o r d i n g 
tape have been expended by e n t h u s i a s t s i n p r e s e r v i n g an 
i n s t a n t of 6218's a c t i v e c a r e e r ? ? ? I t i s perhaps an 
understatement to say t h a t 6218 i s the most famous Nor­
t h e r n o f a l l ! ! ! 

In the e l e v e n y e a r s of m a i n l i n e steam e x c u r s i o n s on the 
CN system more than 150 t r i p s were o p e r a t e d . Of the 
f i v e l o c o m o t i v e s o p e r a t e d i n f a n t r i p s e r v i c e , two of 
the more famous were Northerns--6167 and 6218. 
Reg u l a r use of steam on the CN system had ended i n A p r i l 
1960. Most p e o p l e thought t h a t they would n e v e r see or 
hear another steam l o c o m o t i v e on CN a g a i n . T h e i r thoughts 
were s h o r t l i v e d , however, when on J u l y 10, 1960, U-2-e 
c l a s s N o r t h e r n 6167 was d i s p a t c h e d from Toronto to N i a ­
g a r a F a l l s w i t h an e x c u r s i o n t r a i n sponsored by the Upper 
Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y . Thus began the e r a o f m a i n l i n e 
steam e x c u r s i o n s on CN. 6167 o p e r a t e d m a i n l y i n O n t a r i o 
but ran one t r i p from M o n t r e a l t o V i c t o r i a v i l l e i n t h e 
autumn of 1963. Another N o r t h e r n l o c o m o t i v e - - U - 2 - c 6153 
--was employed i n e x c u r s i o n s e r v i c e i n Quebec. 

By the summer of 1963 i t was apparent t h a t e x c u r s i o n s 
might be ended, i f a replacement f o r 6167 ( n e a r i n g the 
end of h e r b o i l e r time) was not found [6153 was r e t i r e d 
from e x c u r s i o n s e r v i c e on October 14, 1962.]. A c c o r d i n g l y 
6218 was r e s c u e d from an u n c e r t a i n f a t e i n dead s t o r a g e 
and p l a c e d i n S t r a t f o r d Shops f o r a thorough o v e r h a u l 
(6218 was the l a s t l o c o m o t i v e t o be o v e r h a u l e d a t S t r a t ­
f o r d ) . 6218 made her debut as the replacement f o r 6167 
on a memorable weekend i n the f a l l o f 1964. The two 
l o c o m o t i v e s were doubleheaded on a p a i r o f e x c u r s i o n s out 
of T o r o n t o - - t o S c o t i a J u n c t i o n on September 26 and to 
P a r i s on September 27, under the s p o n s o r s h i p of the UCRS. 
These two t r i p s marked the l a s t time t h a t steam power 
was doubleheaded anywhere on Canadian N a t i o n a l . 

The happy l o v e a f f a i r w i t h steam c o n t i n u e d i n t o 1965, 
and the U n i t e d S t a t e s I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission 
c e r t i f i e d 6218, e n a b l i n g h e r t o op e r a t e on CN s u b s i d i a r y 
l i n e s i n the U.S. Midwest and New England. The engine 
became a welcome s i g h t to fans i n such p l a c e s as D e t r o i t , 
C h i c a g o , P o r t l a n d and New London. 6218 o p e r a t e d on 
t r i p s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r one more y e a r . 

The y e a r s s l i p p e d by---1967, 1968, and 1969---and 6218 
c o n t i n u e d i n e x c u r s i o n s e r v i c e , o p e r a t i n g out o f v a r ­
i o u s p o i n t s i n O n t a r i o and Quebec, to the c o n t i n u i n g 
d e l i g h t o f r a i l f a n s and the g e n e r a l p u b l i c . However, 
i t was r e a l i z e d by the r a i l w a y t h a t t he l i f e o f the 
b o i l e r was good f o r o n l y a c e r t a i n p e r i o d o f t i m e , and 
t h i s c o u l d be extended o n l y f o r p e r i o d s of a y e a r a t a 
t i m e , f o l l o w i n g i n s p e c t i o n of the l o c o m o t i v e by o f f i c i a l s 
o f t he Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission. One ye a r exten­
s i o n s were o b t a i n e d t h a t enabled 6218 to op e r a t e i n t o 
1970. Only a s i x month e x t e n s i o n was o b t a i n e d a f t e r 
September 1970, and t h i s e x p i r e d on March 31, 1971. 
The Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y o p e r a t e d the l a s t 
c h a r t e r e d e x c u r s i o n t r i p s w i t h the l o c o m o t i v e on March 
20 (Toronto to London) and 21 (Toronto t o P a r i s ) , 1971. 

Canadian N a t i o n a l d e c i d e d t h a t i t s h o u l d be the r a i l w a y 
(and r i g h t l y so) who s h o u l d operate the l a s t t r i p s o f 
a l l w i t h the l o c o m o t i v e . So p r o j e c t "Countdown 6218" 
was s t a r t e d by the Department of P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s , S t . 
Lawrence Region i n M o n t r e a l . The l a s t weekend of June 
and the f i r s t weekend o f J u l y were p i c k e d as the dates 
o f t he f i n a l t r i p s . 

No b e t t e r c h o i c e of dates c o u l d have been p i c k e d f o r the 
t r i p s . The weather on b o t h weekends was e x c e l l e n t , w i t h 
warm temperatures and l o t of s u n s h i n e . Over 400 people 
were l i n e d up i n C e n t r a l S t a t i o n i n M o n t r e a l to bo a r d the 
f i r s t s p e c i a l t r i p w i t h 6218 on the morning of June 26. 
D e s t i n a t i o n o f t h i s t r i p was Ottawa and the Museum of 
S c i e n c e and Technology. 6218 was a t t a c h e d t o the t r a i n 
at T u r c o t (no steam l o c o m o t i v e b e i n g a l l o w e d i n t o Cen­
t r a l S t a t i o n ) , and proceeded onto Ottawa--three r u n p a s t s 
e n r o u t e . At the N a t i o n a l Museum former TH§B 0*6-0 #40 
was i n steam to g r e a t the t r a i n . Equipment on the t r a i n 
c o n s i s t e d of baggage c a r 9241, e i g h t e l e c t r o m e c h a n i c a l 
p i c t u r e window coaches, d i n e t t e c ar 427, s l e e p i n g c a r 
" P r e s t o n " and o b s e r v a t i o n c a r " P a c i f i c " ( p u l l e d out of 
r e t i r e m e n t f o r the o c c a s i o n ) . The same equipment was 
used the f o l l o w i n g day on the e x c u r s i o n to V i c t o r i a v i l l e . 
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L i t t l e touches f o r the p a t r o n s o f b o t h t r i p s made them 
even more memorable. S p e c i a l l y p r i n t e d b o o k l e t s were 
handed out t o each p a t r o n , g i v i n g a s h o r t h i s t o r y of 
steam e x c u r s i o n s on CN, i n f o r m a t i o n about the l o c o m o t i v e s 
used, and d e t a i l s p e r t a i n i n g to r u n p a s t s and o t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n about each t r i p . The cover of the b o o k l e t 
was a s t r i k i n g l i t h o g r a p h of the numberplate of 6218, 
done i n orange and y e l l o w . The same l i t h o g r a p h was 
used on the s p e c i a l l y p r i n t e d menu i n d i n e t t e c a r 427. 
6218 h e r s e l f was i n p r i s t i n e c o n d i t i o n f o r her f i n a l 
hours of g l o r y . She had been r e s t o r e d t o her World 
War I I appearance, complete w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r h e r a l d on 
the t e n d e r c o a l bunker, smoke d e f l e c t o r s (or " e l e p h a n t 
e a r s " ) around the smokebox, a g l o s s y b l a c k p a i n t job 
complete w i t h w h i t e s t r i p i n g on the r u n n i n g boards 
and cab o f the engine and on the t e n d e r , and y e l l o w 
numberals on the cab s i d e s . The wheels and d r i v e r s 
on engine and t e n d e r were p a i n t e d t h e i r u s u a l w h i t e . ^ 

A n other g o o d - s i z e d crowd took i n the e x c u r s i o n from 
M o n t r e a l to V i c t o r i a v i l l e on Sunday the 27th. 5218 
was put on the t r a i n a t B r i d g e S t r e e t . Double run­
p a s t s were the o r d e r of the day at each o f the t h r e e 
l o c a t i o n s - - S a i n t e B a s i l e , O t t e r b u r n , and S a i n t Hyac-
i n t h e . A proFipt r e t u r n was made t o M o n t r e a l from 
V i c t o r i a v i l l e i n the e a r l y e v e n i n g . 

For the f i n a l r e t i r e m e n t ceremonies on the f o l l o w i n g 
weekend, B e l l e v i l l e , O n t a r i o was s e l e c t e d as the l o c ­
a t i o n . 6218 was moved from M o n t r e a l to B e l l e v i l l e on 
June 30 (under her own steam). 
6218 o p e r a t e d i n s h o r t e x c u r s i o n s e r v i c e from B e l l e v i l l e 
t o Anson J u n c t i o n on both J u l y 3rd and 4 t h . F i v e t r i p s 
were o p e r a t e d on the 3rd ( w i t h baggage c a r and commuter 
cars as s t o c k ) , and two t r i p s on the 4 t h . On the f i r s t 
t r i p on the morning o f the 3rd 6218 c a r r i e d a s i g n on 
her p i l o t marking the l a s t run o f her e n g i n e e r on t h a t 
day, Mr. Ralph L. Turner. 
[ I t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t the men w o r k i n g the l a s t run 
crews donated t h e i r s e r v i c e s f o r the o c c a s i o n ; CN dec­
i d e d to g i v e t h e i r wages to the r a i l w a y unions t o pass 
onto c h a r i t y . ] 
The highways and byways from B e l l e v i l l e to Anson Junc­
t i o n were d o t t e d w i t h c a r s w i t h m.any U n i t e d S t a t e s l i c ­
ense p l a t e s , as p e o p l e came from f a r and near to see 
6218 make her l a s t r u n on t h i s weekend. 
Pr o m p t l y a f t e r 6218 had completed the l a s t e x c u r s i o n 
run from Anson J u n c t i o n i n the e a r l y a f t e r n o o n of the 
4 t h , she was moved to the roundhouse i n B e l l e v i l l e Y a r d , 
where she was c o a l e d and w a t e r e d , and r e c e i v e d some l a s t 
minute p r i m p i n g . A t ISOO hours she moved onto the main 
l i n e i n f r o n t of the s t a t i o n and t h e r e p i c k e d up a "sym­
b o l i c t r a i n " c o n s i s t c o n s i s t i n g of a baggage c a r , s l e e p i n g 
c a r " P r e s t o n " and o b s e r v a t i o n c a r " P a c i f i c " . 
At 1500 hours the t r a i n was moved to the e a s t end of 
the s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m , and the cab o f 6218 p l a c e d a l o n g ­
s i d e the r e a r p l a t f o r m of the o f f i c i a l c a r where the 
r e t i r e m e n t ceremony was to take p l a c e . A s i z e a b l e crowd 
was on hand f o r the o c c a s i o n . 
Opening remarks was made by Mr. George Van de Water, 
Rideau A r e a Manager f o r CN at B e l l e v i l l e . He then i n t r o ­
duced the Mayor of B e l l e v i l l e , Dr. J . R. S c o t t , who w e l ­
comed a l l t o the c i t y , and hoped t h a t CN would c o n s i d e r 
B e l l e v i l l e as a p o s s i b l e f o r the l a s t r e s t i n g p l a c e of 
6218. Mr. J . H. R i c h e r , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f the S t . Law­
rence Region was the n e x t s p e a k e r , and then Mr. K. E. 
Hunt V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 8 M aintenance, rep­
r e s e n t i n g N. J . M a c M i l l a n , CN Chairman and P r e s i d e n t . 
Mr. Hunt i n t i m a t e d (to the d e l i g h t of the steam b u f f s 
p r e s e n t ) t h a t CN was t r y i n g to determine i f some o t h e r 
steam l o c o m o t i v e might be a c a n d i d a t e f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n 
( s u c c e e d i n g 6218), but had to make no p r o m i s e s - - t h a t 
t h e r e was " d i f f i c u l t y i n t r y i n g t o home i n on a p r o p e r 
s u c c e s s o r t o t h i s o l d g i r l h e r e . " 

F o l l o w i n g c o m p l e t i o n of h i s remarks, Mr. Hunt handed the 
" L a s t Run" t r a i n o r d e r s to e n g i n e e r Carmen Cuest, who 
then l e f t the p l a t f o r m of t h e o f f i c i a l c a r , and clambered 
i n t o the cab of the l o c o m o t i v e to j o i n f i r e m a n Robert 
D a l l . 6218 then backed her t r a i n down to the e a s t end 
of B e l l e v i l l e Y a r d (a good m i l e or more); the o f f i c i a l 
p a r t y l e f t t he c a r and j o i n e d the crowd, and the o f f i c ­
i a l c a r was removed. 
A s t i r r i n g e u logy t o 6218 was g i v e n by Mr. O.S.A. Lav-
a l l e e of M o n t r e a l . At the c o n c l u s i o n of the e u l o g y , the 
Duke o f E d i n b u r g h P i p e Band p l a y e d " A u l d Lange Syne". 
There was now a hush i n the crowd, as p e o p l e s t o o d w a i t ­
i n g , cameras and tape r e c o r d e r s at the ready. The band 
p l a y e d a second time. A f t e r what seemed an e t e r n i t y , out 

of the e a s t a plume of b l a c k smoke aros e . 6218 then 
came screaming down the y a r d , t hrough the l e a d s and p a s t 
the s t a t i o n and the assembled crowd, w h i s t l e b l o w i n g , 
d o i n g an e s t i m a t e d 60 per. She d i s a p p e a r e d i n t o the 
sun i n the west, and i t was a l l o v e r . 

What more can be s a i d , except t o say what was s a i d at 
the s p l e n d i d r e t i r e m e n t ceremony by Omer S. A. L a v a l l e e 
i n h i s eulogy t o 6218: 
" I would l i k e to e x p r e s s c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and the 
s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n of every u n r e p e n t a n t r o m a n t i c i s t - -
m y s e l f i n c l u d e d - - t o Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s , i t s o f f ­
i c e r s and s t a f f , f o r r e t a i n i n g No. 6218 and i t s predec­
e s s o r s i n s e r v i c e a b l e c o n d i t i o n f o r more than a decade 
a f t e r the use o f such l o c o m o t i v e s ceased to be necessary 
f o r o p e r a t i n g purposes. Those p r e s e n t owe a p a r t i c u l a r 
debt to CN f o r a r r a n g i n g t h i s ceremony today to mark a 
h i s t o r i c o c c a s i o n i n a f i t t i n g and d i g n i f i e d manner." 
" S l o w l y but i n e x o r a b l y , we d r i n k our f i l l o f the l a s t 
days of the Steam Age from the Cup of Time. The dregs 
of the cup are b i t t e r , but time i s the enemy of a l l rom­
a n t i c i s t s . I t seems a p p r o p r i a t e , t h e r e f o r e , to condlude 
w i t h the words, not o f a r o m a n t i c i s t , but oi: a S t o i c . " 
"'Time', s a i d Marcus A u r e l i u s , ' i s l i k e a r i v e r made up 
o f the events w h i c h happen, and a v i o l e n t stream; f o r 
as soon as a t h i n g has been seen, i t i s c a r r i e d away, 
and another comes i n i t s p l a c e , and t h i s w i l l be c a r r ­
i e d away too. ' " 

K. E. Hunt, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 5 M aintenance, 
Canadian N a t i o n a l ( r e p r e s e n t i n g N. J . M a c M i l l a n , CN P r e s ­
i d e n t and Chairman at the ceremony), hands the c e r e m o n i a l 
" L a s t Run" t r a i n o r d e r s t o 6218's engineer Carmen Guest 
( t o the r i g h t o f Mr. Hunt). Mayor Dr. J . R. S c o t t o f 
B e l l e v i l l e ( p a r t i a l l y o b scured by the microphone boom) 
l o o k s on. 

Omer S. A. L a v a l l e e d e l i v e r s h i s s t i r r i n g e u logy t o 6218 
a t t r a c k s i d e as 6218 a w a i t s the h i g h b a l l t o p e r f o r m the 
l a s t r u n p a s t . The engine and t r a i n were at the extreme 
e a s t end o f B e l l e v i l l e Y a r d . 
(Both photographs: NEWSLETTER/Robert McMann) 
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Scenes From The Countdown 6218 Steam Weekends 

ABOVE: 6218 i s surrounded a d m i r e r s a t the s t a t ­
i o n a t A l e x a n d r i a , O n t a r i o - - s i t e o f t h e f i r s t 
w a ter stop on the June 2 6th t r i p t o Ottawa. 

TOP RIGHT: The l o c o m o t i v e storms a c r o s s t he 
b r i d g e o v e r t h e South N a t i o n R i v e r a t Casselman, 
O n t a r i o — t h e l o c a t i o n o f the t h i r d r u n p a s t o f 
the day on t h e t r i p t o Ottawa. 

RIGHT: The e n g i n e e r and f i r e m a n o f 6218 pose 
o b l i g i n g l y f o r p i c t u r e s d u r i n g the two hour l a y ­
o v e r a t t h e Museum o f S c i e n c e S Technology i n 
Ottawa. I n the background t h e t e n d e r o f STELCO 
0-6-0 #40 p r o t r u d e s from b e h i n d t he gondola c a r ; 
t h e s w i t c h e r was i n steam t o g r e e t 6218. 

BELOW: A b r o a d s i d e p o r t r a i t o f 6218 by the p l a t ­
forms o f the u l t r a m o d e r n Union S t a t i o n i n Ottawa. 
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6218 speeds p a s t t he s t a t i o n a t Glen 
R o b e r t s o n , O n t a r i o on the way back t o 
M o n t r e a l from Ottawa, r i g h t a t s u n s e t . 

(Ted Wickson) 

0 

The morning o f Sunday, June 27th was 
c o o l and sunny, w i t h c l o u d l e s s s k i e s . 
Ted Wickson caught 6218 on h e r way t o 
V i c t o r i a v i l l e a t t h i s s p o t west o f S t . 
Bruno, Quebec. 

BOTTOM LEFT: T h i s p r e t t y r a i l f a n e t t e 
poses on the st e p s of the back p l a t f o r m 
o f o b s e r v a t i o n c a r " P a c i f i c " d u r i n g t he 
l a y o v e r a t V i c t o r i a v i l l e , Quebec. 

( B r i a n George) 

BOTTOM RIGHT: 6218 puts on a f i n e show 
c r o s s i n g t h e R i c h i l i e u R i v e r a t O t t e r -
b u r n , Quebec, a t the second of t h r e e 
double r u n p a s t s on the June 2 7th t r i p 
t o V i c t o r i a v i l l e . ( B r i a n George) 
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6218 moves p a s t t h e roundhouse b u i l d i n g out t o p i c k 
up h e r t r a i n a t B e l l e v i l l e S t a t i o n , v e r y e a r l y on the 
morning o f J u l y 3 r d . CDusan Cizman) 

6218 passes t h e home of some ve r y well-known brands o f 
l i q u o r on h e r v e r y l a s t t r i p on the morning o f J u l y 4 t h , 
outbound t o Anson J u n c t i o n , a t C o r b y v i l l a , O n t a r i o . 

(NEWSLETTER/Robert McMann) 

6218 c r o s s e s the M o i r a R i v e r 
a t Foxboro, O n t a r i o outbound 
on t h e f i r s t e a r l y a f t e r n o o n 
t r i p , J u l y 3rd. 

(John Thompson) 

6 218 storms up a s l i g h t grade westbound a t S t i r l i n g , 
O n t a r i o , on one o f the a f t e r n o o n t r i p s J u l y 3rd. Fans 
i n t h e baggage c a r wave at the cameraman. 

(Dusan Cizman) 

6218 i s s i l h o u e t t e d a g a i n s t the evening s k y , w i t h an 
a d j a c e n t semaphore s t a n d i n g guard. The l o c a t i o n i s 
Anson J u n c t i o n , as t h e l o c o m o t i v e l e a v e s f o r B e l l e v i l l e 
on t h e l a s t t r i p o f the day, J u l y 3rd. 

(Ted Wickson) 
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On h e r f i n a l e x c u r s i o n on the morning o f 
J u l y 4 t h , 6218 and her t r a i n are seen 
from a h i l l s i d e , h e ading southbound b e t ­
ween S t i r l i n g and Madoc J u n c t i o n . 

(John Thompson) 

The l o c o m o t i v e r e c e i v e s some l a s t minute a t t e n t i o n by 
the sand tower a t the B e l l e v i l l e roundhouse, p r i o r t o 
moving down t o the s t a t i o n f o r s t a t i o n a r y d i s p l a y . 

(NEWSLETTER/Robert McMann) 

6218 and her s y m b o l i c " L a s t T r a i n " s t a n d i n f r o n t o f 
B e l l e v i l l e S t a t i o n , as a d m i r i n g fans l o o k on. The 
r e t i r e m e n t ceremony took p l a c e s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s photo 
was t a k e n , t o the e a s t o f t h e s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m . 

(NEWSLETTER/Robert McMann) 
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C a l l e d out of r e t i r e m e n t back 
i n t o the game. 

Her 'Northern' s i s t e r i s r u n n i n g 
lame, 

We need a good engine to keep 
up the f i g h t . 

6218 w i l l s u r e l y be r i g h t . 

So i n t o the roundhouse, they 
h a u l e d the o l d g a l . 

They l i f t e d her h i g h , r i g h t o f f 
the r a i l s . 

Put i n new b u s h i n g s , p a r t s 
and new shoes , 

P o l i s h e d her up and sanded 
her f l u e s . 

Plugged a l l the l e a k s , and 
f i l l e d the r u s t s p o t s , 

F i l l e d her w i t h w a t e r , then 
got h e r h o t ! 

T e s t e d her out f o r her coming 
d a t e , 

So t h i s " l a s t of her k i n d " 
c o u l d meet a good f a t e . 

TOAST 

TO 

6218 

POEM BY JAMES J , SHETLER SR . 

DRAWINGS BY B R I A N GEORGE. 
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S p r i n g o£ '64 saw her r o l l i n g 
once a g a i n . 

Running e x c u r s i o n s on the 
l a k e s h o r e main. 

A g r e a t monstrous champ, a l l 
f u l l o f p r i d e . 

Rushing p a s t d i e s e l s and s t r u t t i n g 
her p r i d e . 

From London, S t . Thomas and 
S t r a t f o r d and then 

To Oshawa, B a r r i e and Watkins' 
Glen. 

T h i s r e b o r n c r e a t u r e from the 
roundhouse shop 

A l l over the p r o v i n c e , they 
sure made her hop. 

P o s i n g f o r r u n p a s t s , c o n v e n t i o n s , 
whatever, 

No matter the p l a c e , the time 
or the weather. 

For seven l o n g y e a r s , she's kept 
up the f i g h t . 

Showing us a l l , steam s t i l l has 
the "might". 

Now she's done her b e s t i n 
her second l i f e . 

Steaming and c h u f f i n g through 
a l l of the s t r i f e . 

So l e t ' s g i v e 6218 a l o n g , 
l u s t y c h e e r , 

And hope a g a i n s t hope, s h e ' l l 
run n e x t y e a r . 



6218 
6218, well-known as the number of CN's l a s t a c t i v e steam 
l o c o m o t i v e , i s now a l s o the name o f a song--a song which 
i s produced by Track 4 Records of London, O n t a r i o , and 
r e c o r d e d by an up and coming Canadian f o l k - s i n g i n g duo, 
the Stone Hand. 

The r e c o r d i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g made a v a i l a b l e t o r a i l f a n 
c l u b s a c r o s s N o r t h America (and i s c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e 
from the UCRS), and i s the r e s u l t of a l o n g t r a i n of ev­
ents t h a t began two y e a r s ago at the York H o t e l i n Lon­
don. Ed A s s a f , the h o t e l p r o p r i e t o r , and a l o n g - t i m e 
r a i l - b u f f , was a u d i t i o n i n g a new s i n g e r f o r h i s Thurs­
day n i g h t e n t e r t a i n m e n t s p o t . The a r t i s t , one Mike Mul-
h e r n , performed a s e l f - c o m p o s i t i o n , "The Song of the 
T r a i n s , " as one of h i s a u d i t i o n s e l e c t i o n s . Mr. A s s a f 
l i k e d the song and was p l e a s e d w i t h the f a c t t h a t Mike 
was i n t e r e s t e d enough i n t r a i n s to w r i t e a song about 
them. T h i s i s when the i d e a to compose a song about 
6218 was born. 

The l o c o m o t i v e , the l a s t a c t i v e steamer on CN, was a 
s u b j e c t of i n t e r e s t to A s s a f . His h o t e l , b e i n g d i r e c t l y 
a c r o s s the s t r e e t from the CN Tower i n London, c o n t a i n e d 
a number of o i l p a i n t i n g s o f famous Canadian steam l o c o ­
m o t i v e s , as w e l l as a number of r a i l a r t i f a c t s promin­
e n t l y d i s p l a y e d about the w a l l s of the b u i l d i n g . 
Mr. A s s a f t o l d Mulhern the s t o r y of the l o c o m o t i v e and 
suggested they c o l l a b o r a t e on a song about the engine. 
A number of tunes and l y r i c i d e a s changed hands between 
the two over the next t h r e e months, and when the f i r s t 
d r a f t of the song was completed, i t was r e c o r d e d at 
Track 4's s t u d i o s , o p e r a t e d by W a l t e r C r a s s e r . C r a s s e r 
s u b s e q u e n t l y became Mike's manager and d i e h a r d promoter 
of the song. 

The i n i t i a l r e c o r d i n g o f the song prompted the w r i t e r s 
t o i n i t i a t e some changes i n the s t r u c t u r e o f the song, 
and i t was then completed i n i t s p r e s e n t m e l o d i c form 
two weeks l a t e r . The song was a g a i n r e c o r d e d a t Track 
4. 
S h o r t l y a f t e r the t a k e was completed, Mulhern teamed up 
w i t h s i n g e r - g u i t a r i s t Don Mathers to form what i s now 
known as Stone Hand. Together they began p e r f o r m i n g 
and p r o m o t i n g the song "6218" a l o n g w i t h A s s a f and Cras­
s e r . 

T h e i r p r o m o t i o n e f f o r t s has taken Stone Hand on the 
UCRS w i n t e r e x c u r s i o n of January 24, 1971, from Toronto 
t o O r i l l i a , where a f i l m crew from the CBC t e l e v i s i o n 
show " T h i s Land" f i l m e d the group and t h e i r song. The 
song and a l s o "The Song o f the T r a i n " were b r o a d c a s t 
on the " T h i s Land" t e l e v i s i o n show n a t i o n a l l y on Feb­
r u a r y 24, 1971 (and a g a i n on J u l y 14). The song has 
a l s o been performed on CFPL-TV i n London, and a r t i c l e s 
on the song and the t r a i n have been p u b l i s h e d i n news­
papers throughout the c o u n t r y . 

The s u b j e c t o f the Stone Hand's song--6218--needs v e r y 
l i t t l e i n t r o d u c t i o n to r a i l f a n s . A l t h o u g h the r e c o r d i n g 
may not h e l p to keep the engine i n o p e r a t i o n , i t i s 
d e s i g n e d to p r e s e r v e the memory of the l o c o m o t i v e , and 
i n some way p r e s e r v e the memory of steam. The f l i p s i d e 
o f the r e c o r d i s a b e a u t i f u l t r e a t m e n t of the song t h a t 
s t a r t e d i t a l l "The Song o f the T r a i n " . 

Stone Hand, t h e m s e l v e s , have f e l t an a f f i n i t y towards 
Canadian r a i l w a y s . M u l h e r n , as a l r e a d y mentioned, t o 
the p o i n t o f h a v i n g a l r e a d y w r i t t e n a song about t r a i n s , 
and Don Mathers as a one-time employee of the r a i l w a y . 
M a t h e r s , g u i t a r i s t , b a n j o i s t , h a r p i s t , and v o c a l i s t , has 
been d o i n g m u s i c a l t h i n g s f o r most of h i s 23 y e a r s . He 
s t a r t e d w i t h f o u r y e a r s of p i a n o l e s s o n s , then two y e a r s 
o f b a n j o , t h r e e y e a r s of trumpet, and f i v e y e a r s o f g u i ­
t a r . A l o n g the way he sang w i t h two h i g h s c h o o l t r i o s 
and one c o l l e g e duo. M u l h e r n , on the o t h e r hand, wanted 
to become a s i n g e r most of h i s l i f e , but he l e t b a n k i n g , 
s o l d i e r i n g , j o u r n a l i s m and a c t i n g have t h e i r time i n h i s 
l i f e f i r s t . When he reached f o r the i n e v i t a b l e l a t e i n 
1969, he had e i g h t y e a r s o f v o c a l t r a i n i n g and one y e a r 
o f s e l f - t a u g h t g u i t a r to p r e s s h i s c l a i m . S i x months 
of w o r k i n g as a s i n g l e preceded h i s a l l i a n c e w i t h Don 
and the b e g i n n i n g o f Stone Hand. 
Stone Hand have, s i n c e t h e i r m eeting, been a p p e a r i n g i n 
many c l u b s and h o t e l s throughout O n t a r i o , d e v e l o p i n g 
t h e i r a c t t o the p o i n t o f b e i n g the c o u n t r y ' s most pro­
m i s i n g f o l k duo. They have appeared on CBC-TV's "The 
P e r f o r m e r s " , and numerous l o c a l t e l e v i s i o n appearances 
promoting themselves and t h e i r song about 6218. T h i s , 
combined w i t h the r e l e a s e o f the f i n a l r e c o r d i n g of the 
song, produced by well-known f o l k s i n g e r P a u l M i l l s , has 
e s t a b l i s h e d Stone Hand's r e p u t a t i o n w i t h not j u s t r a i l -
f a n s , but a l l f a c e t s o f the p u b l i c , throughout Canada. 
To o b t a i n a copy o f Stone Hand's song about 6218 ( f l i p 
s i d e "The Song of the T r a i n " ) , the Upper Canada R a i l w a y 
S o c i e t y has a l i m i t e d number of these r e c o r d s a v a i l a b l e . 
Send $1.19 ( p l u s 5% O n t a r i o S a l e s Tax) to UCRS P u b l i c ­
a t i o n s S a l e s Department, Box 122, T e r m i n a l A, Toronto 
116, O n t a r i o , and your r e c o r d w i l l be m a i l e d out prompt­
l y , a l o n g w i t h an a t t r a c t i v e 8-1/2" by 17" p o s t e r o f 
Stone Hand w i t h steam l o c o m o t i v e 6218. 

Stone Hand and 6218 pose t o g e t h e r f o r an i n f o r m a l 
p o r t r a i t . (NEWSLETTER/Robert McMann) 
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