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THE WITT ERA by Larry Partridge 

In the time p e r i o d from 1938 u n t i l 
1963, the f a m i l i a r P e t e r W i t t 
s t r e e t c a r s o f Toronto were r u n n i n g 
on numbered days. D u r i n g those 
y e a r s , few people c o u l d e n v i s i o n 
the time when these workhorses o f 
the Toronto s t r e e t c a r f l e e t would 
f i n a l l y r e t i r e and d i s a p p e a r from 
the r o s t e r f o r e v e r . 

When I was 6 y e a r s o l d , I had the 
good f o r t u n e o f an u n c l e w o r k i n g as 
a motorman f o r the then Toronto 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission ( i t was 
s h o r t l y changed t o T r a n s i t ) . Many 
were the times from then u n t i l he 
r e t i r e d i n 1960, t h a t I rode the 
c a r s w i t h him, and even a couple o f 
o c c a s i o n s when I had a b r i e f t u r n 
at the c o n t r o l s i n the y a r d , at the 
end o f a day's run. D u r i n g those 
t i m e s , my u n c l e would r e f l e c t back 
on h i s days w i t h the TTC and i t s 
p r e d e c e s s o r , the Toronto R a i l w a y 
Company, which he j o i n e d i n 1916. 
We had many l o n g t a l k s , but u n f o r ­
t u n a t e l y the e r a o f the tape r e ­
c o r d e r wasn't i n vogue t h e n , so most 
o f what I'm s e t t i n g down here comes 
from memory of those c h a t s . As 
w e l l , both o f us d i d n ' t take many 
p i c t u r e s d u r i n g those y e a r s , my 
u n c l e because of h i s j o b and f a m i l y , 
and m y s e l f because I d i d n ' t own a 
camera o r even knew then how t o op­
e r a t e one. So i t ' s M a i n l y the mem­
o r i e s I have to r e l y on, p l u s i n ­
f o r m a t i o n I l a t e r p i c k e d up from 
many s o u r c e s , t o r e l a t e here j u s t 
how the e r a ended. 

So l e t ' s t u r n the c l o c k back, and 
come t o the y e a r 1951. The impor­
t a n t d e c i s i o n taken here was the r e ­
moval from passenger s e r v i c e o f c a r 
2300; i t became the new t r a i n i n g c a r 
at the H i l l c r e s t Shops, and would 
remain i n t h i s c a p a c i t y u n t i l r e ­
p l a c e d by a i r e l e c t r i c PCC c a r 4000. 
A group of the l a r g e W i t t s had been 
t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o one-man o p e r a t e d 
c a r s , w i t h some o t h e r s t r a n s f o r m e d 
p a r t i a l l y . But the b i g s t o r y was 
c e n t e r e d around Yonge S t r e e t , and 
K i n g s t o n Road, where these two 
r o u t e s s t i l l e n j o y e d t r a i l e r t r a i n 
s e r v i c e w i t h a crew o f t h r e e t o op­
e r a t e them. 

The new subway system was f a s t ap­
p r o a c h i n g c o m p l e t i o n , and the days 
f o r many of the l a r g e W i t t s were 
numbered even then. I n t o 1952, the 
d e c i s i o n was taken to r e t i r e t r a i l ­
e r s on K i n g s t o n Road, and l a r g e 
W i t t s r a n a l o n g w i t h s m a l l W i t t s 
and PPCs. But the l a r g e W i t t s were 
at a d i s a d v a n t a g e ; they c o n t i n u a l l y 
h e l d up gaps i n s e r v i c e , as they 
never seemed t o f i n s i h l o a d i n g : 
They were f i n a l l y removed from 
K i n g s t o n Road s e r v i c e , and used 
m a i n l y on K i n g and Queen f o r r u s h 
hours. 

The famous B r i l l P e t e r W i t t s had 
had Bay S t r e e t as t h e i r home r o u t e 
s i n c e 1933, when they were t r a n s ­
f e r r e d t o S t . C l a i r D i v i s i o n from 
the o l d Dundas D i v i s i o n . They had 
the b e s t t r u c k s and motors on the 
system, which gave l i t t l e t r o u b l e , 
and many hadn't even seen an over­
h a u l . But the bodywork was very 
i n f e r i o r , and s u f f e r e u g r e a t l y from 
s a l t damage d u r i n g the w i n t e r , when 

Witt 2462 southbound on Bay Street at Front 
heading for the Ferry Docks on the Bay 
Route,Just p r i o r to the opening of the Sub­
way i n Feb.1954. Mel Smith photo/DW Smith c o l l . 

TTC Witt 2470 westbound on the Quuen Route 
having just l e f t Neville Loop i n Toronto's 
east end.April 1945. JTA Smith/UCRS C o l l . 

roads were s a l t e d d u r i n g s n o w f a l l s . 
In t h e i r e a r l y days, the B r i l l s had 
h a u l e d t r a i l e r s , but on the h i l l s 
o f the Bay r o u t e , t h i s was c o n s i d ­
ered dangerous. However, most of 
these c a r s c a r r i e d t h e i r c o u p l e r s 
u n t i l 1947, when they were a l l r e ­
moved. 
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E n t e r i n g i n t o 1953, the B r i l l s con­
t i n u e d t o o p e r a t e on Bay, w h i l e on 
Yonge S t r e e t , the 2500 s e r i e s a l o n g 
w i t h the 29s and 30s, were s t i l l i n 
t r a i n s e r v i c e . By now, the Yonge 
r o u t e had been cut back to E g l l n t o n 
from Glen Echo, and a new y a r d near 
the Toronto Harbour Commission 
b u i l d i n g had been opened t o accom­
modate c a r s , as E g l i n t o n Carhouse 
was d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d by subway con­
s t r u c t i o n , and many c a r s c o u l d not 
be s t o r e d t h e r e . As w i l l , c a r s r e ­
q u i r i n g maintenance were taken t o 
R u s s e l l D i v i s i o n i n the e a s t end 
d u r i n g the n i g h t . 

D u r i n g the subway c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
Yonge t r a i n s were o f t e n d i v e r t e d , 
and as w e l l , many t r a i l e r t r a i n com­
b i n a t i o n s were kept i n t a c t , due t o 
c a r moving r e s t r i c t i o n s because of 
Harbour Yard's s i z e , and the number 
of c a r s s t o r e d t h e r e . T h i s c o n t i n ­
ued r i g h t up t o the end o f the Yonge 
c a r l i n e ; and many motor c a r s had 
c a r r i e d the same t r a i l e r f o r two 
y e a r s . 

1954 was the year of e x c e l e r a t i o n . 
On March 30, 1954, the Yonge sub­
way opened. D u r i n g the morning of 
t h a t day, Yonge t r a i n s c a r r i e d on as 
i f n o t h i n g had happened, but i n the 
a f t e r n o o n , about 1:30 pm, the t r a i n s 
ran s o u t h t o Harbour Yard f o r the 
l a s t time, never t o go n o r t h on 
Yonge a g a i n . As w e l l , the Bay S t . 
B r i l l s ended s e r v i c e . In the months 
t h a t f o l l o w e d , a l l of the 25s, 26s, 
29s, and 30s, as w e l l as the odd 
numbered 27 and 28 s e r i e s t r a i l e r s , 
the l a s t on the Toronto system, were 
scrapped, w i t h some managing to l i v e 
a l i t t l e l o n g e r as c o t t a g e s , work 
sheds, and homes. One o f these was 
2835, which s t i l l reposes i n a va­
cant l o t near Honey Harbour, On­
t a r i o , but a l a s has been s t r i p p e d 
to j u s t a s h e l l . 

What was now l e f t o f the proud P e t e r 
W i t t f l e e t were some 23s, 24s, and 
the s m a l l W i t t s o f the 27 and 28 
s e r i e s even numbers. T h e i r l i v e s 
were p r o l o n g e d as Toronto would need 
these c a r s f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s as r u s h 
hour e x t r a s and s p e c i a l s . Only w i t h 
the a d d i t i o n of second hand PCC c a r s 
over the y e a r s would the W i t t s r e ­
m a i n i n g see u l t i m a t e r e t i r e m e n t ; and 
i t was d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t I 
came upon what was l e f t , and was 
g i v e n the chance many o t h e r s were 
g i v e n of r i d i n g out w i t h the end o f 
the W i t t e r a i n Toronto. 

With the disappearance of the Yonge 
and Bay r o u t e s i n 1954, changes were 
made. One of these was i n the Du-
pont r o u t e , which l a r g e l y r e p l a c e d 
the Bay c a r s . Dupont c a r s ran t o 
the docks and to a loop on C h r i s t i e 
S t r e e t , so i n a sense. Bay s e r v i c e 
hadn't e n t i r e l y d i s a p p e a r e d , but had 
been g i v e n a d i f f e r e n t name. 

Dur i n g these y e a r s I suppose myself 
and o t h e r s c o u l d be found doing the 
same t h i n g . W a i t i n g downtown d u r i n g 
the e v e n i n g r u s h hours, p a t i e n t l y 
l e t t i n g as many as 10 PCC a i r e l e c ­
t r i c c a r s go by, w a i t i n g f o r t h a t 
one t i r e d o l d P e t e r W i t t t o come 
a l o n g , i t s o u t s i d e p a i n t c o v e r e d by 
dust and d i r t ; but the sounds were 
what c a p t u r e d most of us (had many 
of us known t h a t the a i r e l e c t r i c 
PCCs would a l s o be gone s h o r t l y a f ­
t e r the W i t t s , we'd p r o b a b l y not 
l e t so many go by'.). 

Those sounds are s t i l l e tched f i r m l y 
i n my mind; the a i r b r a k e s , h i s s i n g 
as the c a r s t a r t e d up; the doors, 
c e n t e r and f r o n t , w i t h s l i d i n g and 
f o l d i n g o p e r a t i o n s ; and of course, 
t h a t d e f i n i t e l y r e c o g n i z a b l e gear 
whine, which was a c r o s s between an 
unfed dog c h a s i n g a c a t , o r a r u s t y 
buzzsaw c u t t i n g through p e t r i f i e d 
wood. 

Left: T r a i l e r t r a i n with 2552 i n charge, 
southbound at Yonge and St.Clair.Another 
southbound t r a i l e r t r a i n (Right) at Yonge 
and Wellington.Both by Mel Smith/DWS C o l l 

Even the c a r s ' appearance, both ex­
t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r , would s t i l l be 
r e f l e c t e d to me l o n g a f t e r they were 
gone; those windows which o f t e n r e ­
minded me o f greenhouses; the d r a f t 
vent windows, which p r o b a b l y gave 
more of a d r a f t than they p r e v e n t e d ; 
the open back window i n smraner, 
which a l l o w e d a through breeze dur­
i n g the hot summer days; and of 
course, the 6 s e a t e r i n the back of 
the c a r which was o f t e n used l i k e 
the f a m i l y couch by those of our 
s o c i e t y who had had one too much. 
My u n c l e o f t e n r e c a l l e d many n i g h t s 
when he would be on l a t e s h i f t , and 
one of these denizens of the n i g h t 
would e n t e r , haphazardly drop h i s 
f a r e i n t o the box, and then proceed 
to s t a g g e r t o the back of the c a r 
to h i s w a i t i n g bed. T h i s he oc­
c u p i e d u n t i l my u n c l e came a c r o s s 
an i n t e r s e c t i o n ( h i s f a v o u r i t e was 
the one at Queen and Church, g o i n g 
eastbound on Queen), when he would 
take the c a r a c r o s s r a t h e r q u i c k l y ; 
the occupant of the back sea t sud­
denly b e i n g awakened from h i s o t h e r 
w o r l d by b e i n g d e p o s i t e d f a c e down 
on the f l o o r of the c a r . 

One of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the 
W i t t s i n those y e a r s was the f a c t 
t h a t everytime you were out w a t c h i n g 
f o r them, i t always seemed t o be a 
r a i n y day. Many times I s t o o d at 
Queen and Yonge d u r i n g the evening 
rush hour, w a i t i n g p a t i e n t l y f o r one 
to come a l o n g , w h i l e my s k i n drank 
i n l a r g e amounts o f r a i n , which l e d 
to me b e i n g c o n s t a n t l y i n u n d a t e d 
w i t h s e v e r a l c o l d s , bouts of pneumo­
n i a , e t c . But t o me i t was worth 
i t , as I f e l t I was w i t n e s s i n g some­
t h i n g t h a t would e v e n t u a l l y pass 
from e x i s t e n c e . L i t t l e d i d I r e a l ­
i z e t h a t the time would come soon 
enough. 
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The s m a l l W i t t s saw more s e r v i c e 
d u r i n g these y e a r s than d i d the 
l a r g e c a r s on the r e g u l a r r o u t e s , 
the l a r g e w i t t s b e i n g used m a i n l y 
t o r s c h o o l c h a r t e r s , and s p e c i a l 
b a t h i n g c a r s f o r s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . 
As w e l l , they were o f t e n c h a r t e r e d 
f o r p i c n i c s and t r i p s t o High 
Park, so i n a sense they saw t h e i r 
own l e g i o n of s e r v i c e . 

W h ile most of the c a r s were w e l l 
m a i n t a i n e d , many o f them b a d l y 
needed c l e a n i n g , and t h i s was a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the c a r s which 
had come d u r i n g the end o f Yonge 
and Bay s e r v i c e . D u r i n g t h a t time, 
c a r s were h a r d l y ever washed, and 
they were always of a r a t h e r f i l t h y 
e x t e r i o r appearance. But one t u r n 
through the wash r a c k , as t h i s d i d 
occ u r a t t i m e s , made them l o o k s h i n y 
and new, and many o f the c a r s d i d 
r e c e i v e p a i n t j o b s from time to 
time. 

But time had caught up w i t h the 
W i t t s . The TTC had made s e v e r a l 
purchases of second hand PCC c a r s 
o ver the y e a r s , w i t h c a r s coming 
from C i n c i n n a t i i n 1951, Birmingham 
i n 1953, and C l e v e l a n d towards the 
end of t h a t g r e a t system. Some of 
the W i t t s which were i n bad c o n d i ­
t i o n were scrapped; and the t o r c h 
made the f i r s t c a l l towards the 
l a r g e W i t t s of the 23 and 2400 
s e r i e s . 

But 1957 was the t u r n i n g p o i n t . In 
t h a t y e a r , the TTC purchased 30 PCC 
c a r s from Kansas C i t y , and t h i s made 
redundant s e v e r a l P e t e r W i t t s , most­
l y of the l a r g e c a r c l a s s . I t was 
at t h i s time t h a t my u n c l e made an 
o b s e r v a t i o n about c a r maintenance. 

Cars were o f t e n brought i n t o H i l l -
c r e s t Shops on r o t a t i o n s when they 
r e q u i r e d work. My u n c l e l i k e d t o 
t e l l about the c a r t h a t was sent 
i n t o H i l l c r e s t one day f o r a new 
f l o o r , which was i n s t a l l e d . The day 
a f t e r the c a r had the new f l o o r i n ­
s t a l l e d , someone d e c i d e d t h a t i t s 
u s e f u l l i f e was over, and p l a c e d i t 
on the s c r a p l i s t ! And the order 
was c a r r i e d out. Things l i k e t h i s 
o f t e n c a r r i e d on, r i g h t up u n t i l the 
end of the e r a . 

F i v e l a r g e W i t t s were i n v o l v e d i n a 
unique experiment. They were com­
p l e t e l y r e b u i l t s t r u c t u r a l l y , to see 
i f t h e i r l i f e c o u l d be p r o l o n g e d f o r 
f u t u r e use as rus h hour c a r s on some 
r o u t e s . One of the c a r s of t h i s 
group was 2424, which of course i s 
one of the t h r e e r e s t o r e d c a r s now 
r u n n i n g i n t h i s c i t y . Now owned by 
the H a l t o n County R a d i a l R a i l w a y 
Museum at Rockwood, i t i s tempo­
r a r i l y on l o a n t o the TTC. 

As time went on, many more c a r s d i s ­
appeared, never t o reappear a g a i n , 
except perhaps as r a z o r b l a d e s o r 
new fe n d e r s on autos. I t was very 
d i f f i c u l t t o keep t r a c k of t h e s e 
s u b t r a c t i o n s from the f l e e t , and I 
d i d n ' t get much chance to do t h i s 
w h i l e i n s c h o o l , and my u n c l e a t 
t h i s time was i n v o l v e d more and more 
i n h i s j o b and f a m i l y . 

ABOVE:Eear end shot of Witt 2744 at Russell 
D i v i s i o n . l t was to be another nine years be­
fore the Witts made their last run i n regular 
service.MIDDLEiNorthbound t r a i l e r t r a i n on 
Yonge Street at King.About the only recog­
nizable building i s the Hotel V i c t o r i a i n the 
background.BOTTOM:Brill Witt southbound on 
the Bay route at Bay and Front.All by Mel 
Smith/DWS C o l l . 

Then came the changes. By 1961, 
t h e r e were o n l y two l a r g e W i t t s 
l e f t , 2300 and 2424. 2300 c o n t i n u e d 
as the t r a i n i n g c a r , and 2424 was 
used as a s p e c i a l c a r , m a i n l y f o r 
s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . By now the W i t t s 
were s l o w l y approaching more than 38 
ye a r s of s e r v i c e , and the TTC was 
h a v i n g thoughts of ke e p i n g a s t a n ­
dard f l e e t . Needless t o say, t h i s 
would r e s u l t i n f i n a l r e t i r e m e n t o f 
the W i t t s , and an a l l PCC f l e e t . 
L o o k i n g back now, even I am s u r ­
p r i s e d t h a t the W i t t s l a s t e d as l o n g 
as they d i d , when most c i t i e s had 
r e t i r e d t h e i r s t a n d a r d c o n v e n t i o n a l 
equipment much e a r l i e r , and r e p l a c e d 
i t w i t h PCC c a r s . But Toronto had 
made good use of the W i t t s , and 
would c o n t i n u e t o do so u n t i l the 
very end, which now was o n l y two 
s h o r t y e a r s away. 

In 1962, l a r g e W i t t 2424 was f i n a l ­
l y r e t i r e d , and became p a r t of the 
c o l l e c t i o n of the Rockwood Museum. 
1962 saw more c a r s removed from s e r ­
v i c e and l i n e d up i n f r o n t of S t . 
C l a i r and R u s s e l l Carhouses, but 
they were s t i l l a c t i v e i n case the 
TTC needed spare c a r ^ f o r emergen­
c i e s , which i n d e e d d i d happen. 



No c a r s were scrapped i n February, 
but one ended l i f e i n March. And 
w h i l e February 28, 1963, was sup­
p o s e d l y the r e t i r e m e n t date f o r a l l 
the W i t t s , such wasn't the case. 

A p r i l saw no s c r a p p i n g s , but was the 
month when time f i n a l l y r a n out f o r 
P e t e r W i t t ' s namesakes i n Toronto. 
Up to t h i s time, the c a r s had been 
" r e t i r e d " , but c a r s were seen b e i n g 
used as s p e c i a l s and emergencies 
from time t o time. The stage was 
now s e t f o r one f i n a l appearance by 
the B a t h u r s t B a t t l e s h i p s , and the 
date was A p r i l 24, 1963. 

On t h a t day, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Base­
b a l l League season opened at Maple 
Leaf Stadium, and the B a t h u r s t c a r 
l i n e was b u r s t i n g t o the seams, c a r ­
r y i n g fans t o the s t a d i u m at the 
f o o t of B a t h u r s t S t . Such was the 
demand a f t e r the game was over, t h a t 
s i x P e t e r W i t t s were p r e s s e d i n t o 
s e r v i c e , among these b e i n g 2766. 
Fate was t o d e a l t h i s c a r a r a t h e r 
rosey f u t u r e l a t e r on. 

With t h i s f i n a l appearance, the 
W i t t s were r e t i r e d , never t o see 
r e g u l a r s e r v i c e on Toronto r o u t e s 
p r o p e r a g a i n . Thus began the s c r a p -

Restored to service after 8 years i n storage p i n g s , w i t h 14 c a r s i n May, 3 i n 
at St C l a i r Division,2766 i s seen here east- June, 14 i n J u l y , 9 i n August, and 
bound on the Queensway during a fan trip.The a f i n a l 2 i n September, 
car had been re t i r e d i n 1965.However,in 1973 
the TTC had been persuaded to restore the car for downtown Tour Tram service as 
well as charters.Later car 2894 was restored as a backup car for 2766.Unfortunat-
ely the service did not last,but the service was taken up a private operator on 
a charter basis with the TTC providing the car and operator.(R.W.Layton)BELOW: 
St. C l a i r Division i n July 1924 with a l i n e up of 7 Witts and a mixture of various 
ex TRC cars.St.Clair i s now used by the UTDC as a base for the new CLRV's.making 
4 generations of cars to operate out of it.(TTC Photo) 

1963 saw the end o f the l a r g e W i t t s , 
as 2300 was f i n a l l y r e t i r e d as the 
t r a i n i n g c a r , i t s p l a c e b e i n g taken 
by a i r e l e c t r i c PCC 4000, which i t ­
s e l f would be r e p l a c e d i n 3 y e a r s by 
4700. 2300 was s o l d by the TTC to 
the Canadian R a i l r o a d H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n Museum at Delson, Que­
bec, where i t went. 2300, however, 
has s i n c e r e t u r n e d t o Toronto, and 
i s i n s t o r a g e at H i l l c r e s t Shops, 
pending a d e c i s i o n by the TTC and 
the CRHA on I t s f u t u r e . 

With the l a s t of the l a r g e W i t t s 
gone, the s t o r y now t u r n s t o the 
r e m a i n i n g s m a l l W i t t s of the 27 and 
2800 s e r i e s . 

These c a r s had been i n v o l v e d i n r u s h 
hour work, w i t h some c a r s t a k i n g 
t u r n i n base s e r v i c e , but o n l y i n 
l i m i t e d numbers. As 1963 approached 
so was the opening of another sub­
way i n Toronto, t h i s time a l o n g 
U n i v e r s i t y Avenue. 

That opening took p l a c e i n Feb­
r u a r y , 1963, and w i t h i t the end of 
the Dupont c a r l i n e . T h i s had been 
home to the s m a l l W i t t s f o r many 
y e a r s , and by t h i s time, 10 s m a l l 
W i t t s had been scrapped i n the p r o ­
ceeding month. T h i s l e f t 97 c a r s 
s t i l l on the p r o p e r t y , i n v a r i o u s 
s t a t e s . 

But some have l i v e d on to see 
another day. 



Car 2770 was s t r i p p e d of p a r t s , and 
these have been used f o r r e s t o r a t i o n 
at Rockwood o f c a r s 2890 and 2786. 
2770's t r u c k s went t o a museum i n 
the U.S. No. 2778 found a new home 
at T r o l l e y v i l l e , U.S.A., where i t 
now r e s i d e s , c o m p l e t e l y r e b u i l t . 
Cars 2786, 2806, and 2894 went to 
housemover C h a r l e s Matthews. 86 i s 
now a t the Rockwood museum, and 06 
has been put t o use f o r spare p a r t s . 
2894 was purchased by the O n t a r i o 
R a i l A s s o c i a t i o n , which has l e a s e d 
i t to the TTC where i t i s now used 
f o r s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s . The body of 
2802 was l a t e r used as the b a s i s of 
the " T r o l l e y R e s t a u r a n t " , a p a r t o f 
the V i l l a g e by the Grange Develop­
ment at McCaul Loop. 

One of the more unusual s t o r i e s i n ­
v o l v i n g a W i t t was 2802, which was 
s o l d f o r s c r a p , but was used i n a 
F a t h e r ' s Day promotion by a l o c a l 
r a d i o s t a t i o n . A l a s , t h i s c a r has 
now d i s a p p e a r e d as w e l l . 

2898 was s o l d to the B r a n f o r d E l e c ­
t r i c R a i l w a y A s s o c i a t i o n i n the U.S. 
where i t o p e r a t e s today, s t i l l i n 
i t s Toronto c o l o u r s . 

And now we t u r n t o 2766. 

ABOVE:1954 and a Witt t r a i n with Harvey three door t r a i l e r 2825 just starting the 
turn from southbound Yonge Street onto Front Street westbound.Mel Smith photo/DWS 
coll.BELOW:Eestored Large Witt 2424 at Long Branch Loop on a j o i n t UCRS-Toronto 
Transportation Society charter.Ironically the Witt w i l l outlast the younger, 
by 33 years Birmingham Pullman i n the rear.(L.Eyres) 
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ABOVE:Lineup of equipment at Russell Carhouse that cannot he repeated 
nowrtwo W i t t s , t r a i l e r shunter,ex TRC wooden car,another Witt and an 
a i r e l e c t r i c PCC.LEFT:Peter Witt 2932 and t r a i l e r at Exhlhltion Loop 
the week after Subway service wrote f i n i s to Yonge Street and the Witt 
t r a i l e r trains on a fan t r i p that was the l a s t t r a i l e r t r a i n operation 
i n Toronto and North America.Both hy Mel Smith/DWS Coll.BELOW:A Contrast 
i n disposition-two Witt t r a i l e r bodies reposed on a farm just near K l e i n -
burg for years before they f i n a l l y reached the point of no return and 
were cut up.JTA Smith/UCRS . ,, ,. , . 

As the o t h e r c a r s were b e i n g 
scrapped or s o l d , 2766 managed t o 
escape the t o r c h , and was used l o r 
a two y e a r p e r i o d as a c h a r t e r c a r . 
A f t e r a f i n a l c h a r t e r i n J u l y , 1965, 
the TTC deemed the car to be not up 
to the system's s a f e t y s t a n d a r d s . 
I t then began a r e t i r e m e n t at S t . 
C l a i r Carhouse f o r 10 y e a r s b e f o r e 
f a t e would a g a i n move i n i t s f a v o u r . 
D u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d , many rumours 
abounded t h a t the c a r would be s o l d , 
and In f a c t . I t r e c e i v e d a complete 
r e p a i n t i n g , which was deemed a st e p 
In t h i s d i r e c t i o n . I made many 
t r i p s t o S t . C l a i r d i v i s i o n on F r i ­
day a f t e r n o o n s t o make sure the c a r 
was s t i l l t h e r e , and each time I was 
g r e e t e d w i t h a glimpse of I t p o k i n g 
i t s nose through the dim l i g h t on 
one of the t r a c k s . 

In 1972, came the d e c i s i o n t o save 
Toronto's r e m a i n i n g s t r e e t c a r s y s ­
tem, and w i t h I t something e l s e - -
a p r o p o s a l t o r e s t o r e 2766 to oper­
a t i n g c o n d i t i o n f o r use as a t o u r 
c a r . I t was a happy day i n d e e d on 
F r i d a y , June 22, 1973, almost 10 
years s i n c e a W i t t c a r was seen on 
Toronto s t r e e t s , t h a t 2766 made a 
s p e c i a l p r e s s t o u r of i t s new du­
t i e s . For many of us who g a t h e r e d 
on York S t . t h a t n i g h t t o w i t n e s s 
the event, I t Is something we would 
never have s a i d would happen In 
1965. But here was the a c t u a l p r o o f , 
r i g h t down t o the gear whine! 

Of course, the r e s t I s h i s t o r y . 
2894 was a c q u i r e d from the ORA as a 
backup c a r , and l a t e r came 2424. 

The t i t l e of t h i s s e r i e s has been 
the end of the W i t t e r a . T r u t h ­
f u l l y , t h a t took p l a c e on February 
28, 1963, but d i d I t r e a l l y end? 
L o o k i n g i n t o 1980, I see t h r e e P e t e r 
W i t t c a r s s t i l l r u n n i n g on Toronto 
s t r e e t s , and can o n l y surmise t h a t 
w i t h the end of one e r a comes the 
dawning of a new one. Long may t h i s 
one l a s t ! 

12 


